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INTRODUCTION. 


Perhaps  there  ia  no  work  among  those  eomposed  before  Um 
invention  of  printing,  of  which  the  popularity  has  been  so  great  and 
the  history  so  obscure,  as  the  compilation  known  under  the  title  of 
the  Oesfa  Bomancrum^ 

Previous  to  the  appearance  of  Sir  F.  Madden's  edition  of  the 
English  version  of  these  stories  (printed  for  the  Eoxburghe  Club  in 
1838)  the  subject  had  already  employed  here  the  pens  of  Tyrwhitt^ 
Warton,  Douce,  and  Swan, — besides  many  scholars  on  the  Con* 
tinent, — but  many  questions  still  remained  to  be  resolved,  and  many 

'  We  mfut  be  careful  not  to  confuse  the  work  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering with  numerous  other  compilations  sometimes  designated  by  the  same 
title.  Thus  Barbier,  Diet,  dei  OSuvres  Anonymsi^  1824,  says  that  the  author 
of  the  IHalog%9  Creaturarum  MoralUatm*  ascribes  the  Oegta  to  Helinand. 
Now  the  work  thus  referred  to  in  Dialogue  68  is  certainly  not  the  6fegta, 
but  the  Chronicle  of  Helinand,  which  is  again  quoted  by  the  same  title 
in  Dialogue  64.  In  the  same  manner  Holkot  refers  to  the  Oesta  Ihinanarum 
for  the  story  of  Romulus  and  Bemus  {Moraliiat,^  cap.  45),  and  again,  more 
precisely,  he  says,  '*  Narrat  Fulgencius  in  gnodam  libra  de  Oettii  jRawtanorum,^ 
&c.f  by  which  he  probably  means  the  Libri  Mytholoffxarum,  Warton  {Hiit^ 
0f  Eng,  Paetrff  I.  241)  has  given  several  other  instances  in  which  the  title 
Oetta  B^manomm  is  given  generally  to  a  history  treating  of  Roman  aflfain, 
and  it  is  actually  so  quoted  in  the  printed  Latin  edd.  of  present  work,  capp. 
19,  35,  89,  &o.  By  the  same  rule  wo  must  explain  the  Romayn  Gcstes  of 
Chaucer,  Mannf  Lawe't  Tale,  1126;  the  ''grete  behe  of  Eome,"  referred  to 
as  an  authority  in  the  Rdnnance  of  Sir  Eglanumrt  (ed.  Halliwell,  1.  408,  and 
see  also  1.  1339)  and  the  Bomanee  of  Torrente  of  Pcrtvgal;  the  OewtyM 
Bomanorum^  cited  in  the  Liber  Fbttiralijt,  leaf  clxxiii.,  ed.  Wynkyn  de 
Worde,  1496.  Hence  may  be  corrected  TyrwhUt,  \\\  252;  Ellis,  Metrical 
Jtomaneesj  iii.  284,  ed.  1811;  and  Snran,  ii.  401.  Barbier  also  repeats  the 
blunder  of  Panzer,  Warton,  and  the  printed  catalogue  of  books  in  the  British 
Museum,  of  ascribing  to  Robert  Gaguin  a  French  translation  of  the  Oeita^ 
when  in  reality  his  work  is  a  translation  of  Livy. 


•  •• 


TUl  INTRODUCTIOX. 

difficulties  to  be  cleared  away.  Sir  F.  Madden's  researches  went  a 
long  way  towards  solving  the  problem,  but  still  much  was  left  unex- 
plained. The  subject  has,  however,  been  since  most  thoroughly  and 
satisfactorily  investigated  by  Herr  Hermann  Oesterley,  whose  work, 
published  in  1872,  is  the  result  of  an  examination  of  no  fewer  than 
165  MSS.^  preserved  in  English  and  Continental  Libraries.  The 
conclusions  at  which  he  has  arrived  will  be  found  in  the  following 
pages,  as  well  as  an  analysis  of  the  various  MSS.  examined  by  him. 

The  Gesta  Bomanorum  in  its  original  form  is  a  collection  of 
fictitious  narratives  in  Latin,  compiled  from  Oriental  apologues, 
monkish  legends,  classical  stories,  tales  of  chroniclers,  popular 
traditions,  and  other  sources,  which  it  would  be  now  difficult  and 
perhaps  impossible  to  discover.  Its  object  was  undoubtedly  to 
furnish  a  series  of  entertaining  tales  to  the  preachers  of  the  day  or 
to  monastic  societies,  accompanied  by  such  allegorical  forms  of 
exposition  as  to  convey,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  age,  information 
of  a  theological  character  or  moral  tendency. 

This  mode  of  instruction  was  not,  however,  the  invention  of  the 
compiler  of  the  Gesta.  Listruction  by  the  medium  of  fables  or 
parables  is  a  practice  dating  from  remote  antiquity,  and  is  one 
always  attended  with  considerable  benefit.  Its  great  popularity 
induced  the  monks  to  adopt  this  method,  not  so  much  for  the  sake 
of  illustrating  their  discourses,  as  of  making  a  lasting  impression  on 
the  minds  of  their  illiterate  hearers.  An  apposite  or  well-told  story 
would  arouse  attention  where  logical  arguments  or  abstract  reasoning 
(even  supposing  the  monks  were  able  to  offer  such)  would  fail  to 
produce  the  slightest  effect.  This  method  had  already  been  popular 
in  Europe  for  a  considerable  period,  of  which  we  have  instances  in 
the  Latin  Besiiarium,  the  Hidoria  Scholastica  and  AUegorix  of 
Petrus  Comestor,  and  the  Fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  all  composed  in 
the  1 2th  century.^    It  is  not,  however,  to  the  convents  of  the  monks 

'  This  number  it  made  up  of  188  MSS.  examined  by  Herr  Oesterley  him- 
self, and  fully  described  in  his  elaborate  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  OeMta^ 
and  of  27  MSS.,  the  exifttenoe  and  description  of  which  were  communicated  to 
him  by  Dr  Leithe,  Librarian  of  the  Royal  and  Imperial  Library  at  Lmsbruoh. 
(See  his  Oata  Romanoryu^  p.  750.) 

'  See  further  on  this  subject  in  Mr  Wright's  Introduction  to  his  Laiim 
Storie*  (Percy  Society,  1842),  pp.  v — viL 
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that  W6  most  look  for  the  birthplace  of  allegorical  interpretatioii ; 
it  came  to  them,  with  much  of  their  literature,  from  the  East  Of 
this  Sir  Frederic  Gladden  points  out  a  striking  example  connected 
with  the  present  subject,  to  which  he  was  the  first  to  diiect  atten- 
tion. "The  celebrated  work  containing  the  fables  of  Bidpai  was 
brought  from  India  into  Persia  about  the  year  510,  and  was  trana- 
lated  into  Pehloi,  at  the  command  of  Elhosru  Nouschir^ran,  bj  a 
physician  named  Barzouyeh.  To  this  version  six  prefatory  ehapten 
were  added  by  Buzurdjmihr,  the  minister  of  Elhosru,  in  one  of 
which,  to  illustflite  soMe  moral  reflections  on  the  heedless  pur* 
suits  of  mankind,  is  introduced  the  apologue  of  the  man  who, 
fljring  from  a  furious  beast,  descends  into  a  pit,  where  suspended 
from  the  branch  of  a  tree,  and  resting  his  feet  on  the  heads  of 
four  serpents,  he  is  so  captivated  by  the  sight  of  some  honey  as 
to  disregard  the  operations  of  two  rats,  who  gnaw  the  root  of  the 
tree  untO  he  falls  into  the  abyss,  only  to  be  swallowed  by  the  jawa 
of  a  dragon  already  extended  to  receive  him."  Then  follows  the 
Moralitai: — ^The  pit  is  the  world;  the  four  serpents  are  the 
humours  which  compose  the  human  body;  the  rats  are  day  and 
nighty  the  succession  of  which  consumes  our  life ;  the  honey  is  the 
enjoyment  of  the  senses;  and  the  dragon  is  deatL^  With  very 
slight  alterations  this  Morality  is  literally  the  same  that  occurs  in 
the  Latin  printed  editions  of  the  Gesta,^  cap.  168,  and  it  is  only  by 
the  addition  of  the  ladder^  interpreted  penance,  that  we  recognise  an 
addition  of  the  monkish  writer,  to  make  the  story  applicable  to  the 
Christian  system  of  theology.  Here  then  is  a  clear  proof  that  these 
apologues,  when  they  passed  into  Europe,  became  probably  the 
original  patterns  of  a  mode  of  exposition  which  was  subsequently 
carried  to  such  excess  as  to  incur  the  sarcasm  of  Erasmus  and  the 
censure  of  Luther.' 

But  who  wa^  the  author  of  the  Gesia,  and  when  was  it  com- 
posed 1    Sir  F.  Madden  says : — **  To  the  latter  of  these  questions  an 

1  See  De  Sacy*t  Mimoire,  prefixed  to  his  edition  of  the  Arabic  version  of 
the  CalUa  u  Ditnnah,  p.  28,  4to,  Paris,  1816. 

'  It  forms  the  30Ui  story  of  the  English  translation,  MS.  Harl.  7333.  Bee 
p.  109  of  the  present  voluroe,  and  the  notes  on  it  at  p.  466. 

'  See  Donee's  Jlltittrationt,  ii.  343,  and  Dunlop's  Hist,  qf  Ftetxon^  if.  175. 
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rer  sofficientlj  saiisfactorj  can  be  given.  Tyrwhitt  was  inclined 
to  assign  it  to  the  end  of  the  12th  or  beginning  of  the  13th  century,^ 
hot  he  is  in  error,  and  Warton  and  Douce  have  agreed  in  attributing 
it  to  the  first  half  of  the  14th  century.  It  must  certainly  have  been 
written  some  yean  previous  to  the  composition  of  the  Decameron 
(1348 — 1358),  so  as  to  allow  of  its  having  become  sufficiently 
popular  in  Italy  for  Boccaccio  to  have  borrowed  its  stories ;  and  in 
England  a  more  precise  test,  unknown  to  Warton  and  Douce,  is 
by  the  Moralitates^  of  Robert  Holkot,  a  celebrated 
writer  of  the  Dominican  Order,  who  died  in  1349. 
These  consist  of  47  stories,  with  Moralities  much  in  the  stylo  of  the 
Oetia,  from  which  several  of  the  stories  are  borrowed  with  scarcely 
a  Terbal  alteration."* 

Herr  Oesterley  assigns  the  compilation  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
13th  or,  at  the  latest,  the  early  years  of  the  14th  century.^  He 
Sfgiies  that  the  fact  of  the  MSB.  having,  even  so  soon  as  the  middle 
of  the  14th  century,  become  so  diversified  as  naturally  to  fall  into 
the  three  groups  or  families  which  ho  points  out,  is  of  itself  a  proof 
thai  the  first  MS.  cannot  have  been  written  later  than  the  beginning 
of  that  century ;  and  further,  he  mentions  a  MS.  dated  1326  which, 
from  the  corruptions  of  words,  especially  of  proper  names,  is  plainly 
copied  from  some  earlier  MS.* 

The  question.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  Oesta  f  is  one  of  far 
greater  difficulty.  Sir  F.  Madden  inclined  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Warton  (in  which  Gomeiner,*  Eschenberg,^  and  Grimm*  coincide), 
that  the  compiler  was  Pierre  Bercheur,  better  known  by  his  Latin 
name  of  Berchorius,  a  native  of  Poitou,  who  was  Prior  of  the 
Benedictine  convent  of  St  Eloi,  at  Paris,  and  died  in  1362.     The 

>  8«e  his  edition  of  Chanoer,  1822,  vol.  iv.  p.  800. 

'  M8.  Iteg.  6  E  III.,  leaf  218.  They  were  printed  at  Venice  in  1505,  under 
the  title  of  Maralisationes  pulohra^  in  vmni  Pnedicatornm,  (See  Warton, 
1802.) 

'  Compare  cap.  21  with  cap.  88  of  the  printed  Latin  Oeita,  capp.  22  and 
48  with  cop.  176,  cap.  24  with  cap.  1,  and  cap.  44  with  cap.  91. 

*  Ofita  Jlitmanorumf  p.  256. 

*  JUd.  p.  257. 

*  Hnehr,  von  sclt,  BUeh.  der  Begen$}mrger  Stadtbtbl.^  8o,  1785,  p.  185. 

^  Neue  Lit   Anz,,  1807,  pp.  89—45.     Compare  Leasing*!  Leben,  iii. 
12$— 130. 

*  HauM'Mdrehen,  ill.  871. 
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aatbarifcj  for  ihia  aupposition  is  Solomon  Glaasius,  a  colebiated 
theologum  of  Saze  Gotha,  who  in  his  PhUoloQim  Sacrm  Ldhri  qrnnque^ 
written  about  1623,  expiessly  names  Berchorius  as  the  anthor,  and 
quotes  from  the  work  the  stoiy  of  St  Bernard  and  the  dice-playisr, 
cap.  170.^  Sir  7.  Madden  on  this  point  writes: — ''It  would  be 
yeiy  desirable  to  ascertain  what  grounds  Glassius  had  for  this 
assertion,'  but  in  the  absence  of  further  information  we  naturallj 
recur  to  the  writings  of  Berchorius  himself ,  and  I  am  bound  to  wbj^ 
after  a  tolerably  minute  examination  of  the  three  bulkj  tomes  in 
which  the  J  are  contained,  that  the  internal  evidence  is  decidedly  in 
favour  of  Warton's  argument.  No  one  can  indeed  rise  from  a  perusal 
of  the  two  works  without  being  forciblj  struck  bj  the  surprising 
coinddenoe  of  style,  method,  and  phm  of  both.  The  authora 
quoted  bj  the  compiler  of  the  Oeria  are  also  cited  by  the  Prior  of 
Eloi,  and  the  same  stories  are  familiar  to  both.  Besides  those  already 
pointed  out  by  Warton,  there  are  several  more,  of  which  the  most 
remarkable  is  the  '  wild  tale'  of  the  intractable  elephant  killed  by 
two  virgins^  who  cut  off  his  head,  and  make  purple  of  his  blood, 
which  occun  in  cap.  115  of  the  printed  Oetta^  and  in  the  Dictionary 
of  Berchorius,  y.  AdukUio,  p.  109,  tom.  iii.  ed.  1631.  Another 
coincidence  which  escaped  Warton  deserves  notice  here.  In  the 
GestOf  cap.  160,  is  a  legend  of  a  lady  possessed  by  a  devil  in  the 
diocese  of  Valence,  in  Dauphiny,  on  the  confines  of  Provence ;  and 
in  the  Redudorium  Morale  of  Berchorius,  lib.  xiv.  cap.  44,  we  find 
a  story  of  a  haunted  castle,  placed  in  the  same  locality ;  both  of 
which  tales  might  easily  have  been  learnt  by  him  when  preceptor  to 
the  novices  at  Cluny.*"  Mr  Douce,  on  the  other  hand,  contended 
that  the  author  was  a  German,  principally  because  in  the  Moralisa- 
tion  to  chapter  144  there  is,  in  most  of  the  early  editions,  a  German 
proverb,  and  in  chapter  142  several  German  names  of  dogs. 
Warton  and  Grimm,  on  the  contrary,  considered  these  words  as 

*  Page  200,  ed.  Amsterd,  1711. 

*  Daolop  is  in  error  (ii.  172)  in  sopposlng  Qlassios  to  have  derived  his 
information  from  Salmeron  of  Toledo,  an  earlier  divine,  who  died  in  1686. 
His  Comment,  in  Evang,  Hist  was  composed  after  the  year  1570,  and  be  takes 
occasion  in  it  merely  to  criticise  and  censure  the  allegorical  method  of  inter- 
pretation adopted  in  the  Oesta  and  elsewhere  (vol.  i.  p.  856,  fol.  Col.  Agr.,  1602). 

*  See  Warton,  HUt,  of  Eng,  Poetry ;  ed.  Hoslitt,  L  299. 
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mere  interpolations  of  the  German  scribe  or  editor;  and,  indeed, 
with  respect  to  the  proverb,^  Douce  himself  in  a  MS.  note  in  his 
copy  of  Swan,  toI.  u.  p.  218,  makes  the  admission — *'It  is  the 
German  editor,  not  the  auikor,  who  is  speaking  German."  With 
this  view  Sir  F.  Madden  agrees,  and  it  is  clearly  borne  out  by  the 
researches  of  Herr  Oesterley,  who  states  that  the  proverb  does  not 
appear  in  even  one  of  the  great  number  of  MSS.  which  he  has 
examined,  but  is  an  addition  made  by  the  editors  of  the  printed 
copies: — ''Das  sprichwort  kommt  in  den  handschriften  gar  nicht 
vor."*  With  regard  to  the  names  of  the  dogs  in  cap.  142,  Herr 
Oesterley  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  are  English,  and  he 
shows  that  they  still  exist  in  but  slightly  altered  forms.  Thus 
Bandyn  becomes  Bander,  with  which  we  may  compare  Bandog ; 
Reuelin  appears  as  Reveller,  &c.* 

Moreover,  in  chapter  155  of  the  printed  Latin  editions  the 
author  states  that  the  story  "  which  he  relates  on  the  authority  of 
many  to  whom  it  was  well-known*'  he  had  himself  heard  from 
natives  and  inhabitants  of  the  place  where  it  occurred,  which  is  said 
to  be  Wandlcbury,  a  village  on  the  borders  of  the  diocese  of  Ely. 
(See  the  epitome  of  the  story  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  present 
volume.) 

On  the  whole,  Herr  Oesterley  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

*  One  edition  of  the  original  has — ^'Corabola  (?  parabola),  vnlgariter; 
4le  ichnoek  teil  fliegen  alto  hoch  alt  der  adler,  Ideo  non  est  disoretio,**  &c. 
Two  other  editions  gU^—'^JDer  fceul  fvylt  vlyegen  alto  hoge  alt  der  arnt 
t^ila,  Ideo/'  ko, ;  and  two  have  the  Latin  rendering — "  Culex  cupit  tarn  altd 
▼olare,  sicut  ipsa  aquilla." 

*  Page  262. 

*  **  Diese  namen  nun  sind  englitche,  Einige  derselben  sind  bis  in  die 
neuste  zelt  hinein  im  gobrauclie  geblieben,  so  Richer,  spater  Reacher,  Bandjm, 
spiter  Bander,  vgl.  Bandog,  und  Reuelin,  verscbrieben  fiir  Reuelin,  Revelin, 
^i&ter  Reveller.  Fiir  das  Emulemin  ist  dem  zeugnisse  der  handschriften 
gemiiis  Ewilemin  zu  setzen  ;  es  int  mir  freilich  nicht  gelungcD,  diesen  namen 
naohzuweiscn,  aber  sein  englischer  ursprung  ist  augenscheinlich.  Hansgiff^ 
in  der  moralitiation  aU  ^  accipite  et  donate '  libersetzt,  ist  offenbar  verlesen  fur 
Bautgiff,  Havegiff^  Have-give,  Fiir  Critmel  ist  zu  setzen  Tritfcel  oder 
Triswol,  wie  BUrtol  eine  zusammensetzung  des  altenglischen  wol.  JEgofgn, 
besser  Egloffin,  stammt  vom  ags.  JEeqrufff  im  deutschen  parallel  entwickelt  zu 
Bglofft  s.  Forstemann,  namenbuch  20.  In  Beamit  scheint  die  alte  bezeicb- 
nung  (ur  Bohmen  durch  wenn  nicht  eine  altenglische  wnrzel,  und  Belyn^ 
Trthelin  endlich  stammt  Yon  bellin,  bellen,  ist  also  das  heutige  Bcller:" — 
pp.  2G4-5. 
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daim  of  Beichoriiu  to  be  acknowledged  as  the  author  of  the  Oesta 
is  not  based  npon  sufficiently  satisfactory  groondsy  and  that  the 
only  other  name  which  has  been  suggested,  Helinand,  has  still  less 
claim  to  the  title,  thus  leaving  the  point  unsettledi  and,  in  his 
opinion,  one  impossible  at  this  day  to  determine  satisfactorily.^ 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  Oesia  we  have  no  certain  information. 
The  Gesla  in  its  present  form  had  its  origin  undoubtedly  in  a  com- 
bination or  combinations  of  several  collections  of  stories,  taken 
probably  from  Boman  history,  and  in  use  by  the  monks  as  texts  for 
sormona  These  stories,  which  were  collected  solely  for  the  sake 
of  the  moralisations  which  could  be  extracted  from  them,  after  being 
enlarged  by  the  addition  of  stories  of  later  date,  finally  appeared 
under  the  title  of  Gesta  Bamcmorum  Moralizafa,  or  something 
similar.'  The  stories  themselves  were  of  very  slight  importance, 
the  sole  object  of  the  compilers  being  to  provide  texts  for  their 
moralisations.'  Very  often  only  the  first  few  words  of  some  well- 
known  tale  are  given,  followed  immediately  by  the  Moralite.  Some- 
times, in  the  older  MSS.,  only  the  story  is  given,  a  space  being  left 
for  the  Moralite,  to  be  filled  in  afterwards  by  the  scribe,  or  perhaps 
by  the  preacher.^  It  was  not  till  very  late  that  the  story  became 
the  principal,  and  the  Moralite  the  secondary  element.^  In  the 
present  volume  the  reader  wUl  notice  in  many  instances  how  slight 
is  the  apparent  connection  between  the  story  and  the  Moralite. 

It  appears  at  first  sight  a  very  extraordinary  circumstance  that 
there  should  be  no  MS.  of  the  printed  book  in  existence.  "  But,** 
says  Sir  F.  Madden,  ''if  we  look  a  little  more  narrowly  into  this 
statement  we  shall  find  that  it  proceeds  on  the  assumption  that  the 
MSS.  would  resemble  the  printed  volume  as  well  in  the  order  as  in 

'  Onterley,  pp.  254-6.  *  IHd.  p.  261. 

'  For  instance,  in  cap.  125  (The  Tale  of  the  Three  Black  Crows),  the  story 
windi  up  hy  saying,  *^pogt  hoe  mcritur  uwor  tffui,  et  Ule  eenoHum  intra/vU^ 
ires  liUroi  didieit,  quarum  erat  prima  nigra,  $eennda  mbea,  tereia  Candida,** 
a  drewnstance  which  is  introdnoed  solely  for  the  sake  of  the  moralisation,  in 
which  the  first  letter  is  explained  as  remorse  for  onr  sins,  the  second  as  the 
memory  of  Christ's  hlood,  and  the  third  the  desire  for  heaven.  And  in  cap. 
171  the  Moralite  hegini^  "  Cariuimi,  imperator  iite  ett  pater  emlestiB,** 
although,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  emperor  ooours  in  the  story  at  all. 

*  Oesterley,  p.  261.    Such  is  the  case  in  the  Camhr.  Univers.  MS.  Kk.  1. 6. 

*  Ihid,  p.  262. 
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the  number  of  the  stories.  Yet  this  is  sorelj  not  to  be  expected,  for 
in  the  title  of  one  of  the  earliest  editions,^  we  find  the  Yolome  to  be 
composed  of  *  hystorie  coUecte  ex  Gestis  Bomanomm  et  qtUbvudam 
aliii  librU'  and  in  another  it  is  entitled,  '  Historic  notabiles  atqae 
magis  principales,  coUecte  ex  Gestis  Bomanorom  et  quibusdam  ollif 
notdbUibua  CfestisJ^  Is  it  not  therefore  probable  that  the  editor  or 
printer  of  the  first  edition  should  have  incorporated  seyeral  storiet 
not  originally  to  be  found  in  the  work  f  It  is  very  eyident  that  tbe 
long  story  of  ApoUonius  of  Tyre,  which  forms  cap.  153  of  thA 
augmented  editions,  never  formed  a  part  of  the  original  Gestae  and  I 
strongly  suspect  that  the  legend  of  Alexius,  cap.  15,  that  of  Pope 
Gregory,  cap.  81,  and  several  more,  were  introduced  at  the  time  it 
was  first  printed,  or  not  long  before.  Schmidt,  indeed,  regards  the 
whole  of  the  stories  from  cap.  153  to  cap.  181  inclusive  as  additions 
later  than  the  time  of  Herolt  [a.d.  1418]."  Sir  F.  Madden*s  opinion 
is  not,  however,  borne  out  by  Herr  Oesterley's  investigations,  for  I 
find  the  three  stories  referred  to  in  a  MS.  of  the  14th  century, 
N*.  IxxL  in  Oesterley,'  tliough  they  do  not  seem  to  occur  in  any 
other  MS.  earlier  than  1457.  Schmidt's  theory,  too,  can  only  be 
accepted  as  partially  true,  for  several  of  the  stories  found  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions  after  cap.  153  are  also  to  be  found  in  MSS. 
of  the  14th  century.  Thus,  for  instance,  capp.  154,  157,  165,  167, 
174,  and  181  occur  in  the  MS.  N^  xxii.  in  Oesterley's  list,  the 
date  of  which  is  1377.* 

The  MSS.  of  the  Cfesta  which  are  found  in  England  differ  con- 
sidcrably  from  those  in  the  Continental  libraries.    To  use  Mr  Donee's 

'  Sir  F.  Madden  is  of  opinion  that  the  edition  described  by  Warton  (JSIjf. 
ef  Eitg,  Poetry^  I.  240),  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  whieh 
contains  only  152  chapters  and  117  [118]  leaves,  and  the  edition  of  Eetelaer 
and  De  Leempt  at  Utrecht,  about  1473,  containing  161  chapters,  are  the 
earliest  editions.  Dr  Dibdin  describes  the  firtt  edition  as  being  that  of  Ulrio 
Zell,  at  Cologne,  about  1472,  oontaining  159  [7]  leaves  {BibU  Spene,  iil  SiO). 
He  does  not,  however,  state  the  number  of  chapters,  but  in  Heber*s  Sale,  Pt  1, 
Ko.  3158,  a  copy,  apparently  of  this  edition,  is  stated  to  contain  181  chapters ; 
and  it  is  thus,  in  Sir  F.  lladden's  opinion,  later  than  those  which  only  oontoin 
162  chapters.  Aooording  to  Dr  KIoss,  Catol.  No.  1824,  it  is  the  ueoiid  edition, 
the  frtt  being  the  Ketelaer  edition,  already  mentioned,  and  the  third  that 
of  John  de  West&lia,  at  Louvain,  oontaining  181  chapters. 

*  Oesterl^,  p.  257,  mentions  one  which  begins — "  Incipit  tractatus  de 
divwirii  blitoriis  Bomanomm,  et  quibusdam  aliis/* 

p.  175.  \  Ibid.  p.  82, 


THI  ANQLO-LATIX  >iaS.  OF  THE  GESTA.  XV 

words,  "  the  conatrnction  resembles  that  of  the  original  Gesta,  from 
which  a  great  many  stories  have  been  retained,  bat  these  are  always 
newly  written,  and  sometimes  materially  altered.  The  moralisations 
are  uniformly  different,  and  the  proper  names  generally  changed."^ 
From  this  Mr  Donee  formed  the  opinion,  with  which  Sir  F.  Madden 
partially  agrees,  that  the  English  MSS.  represent  an  entirely  different 
work  from  the  Continental  MSS. ;  and  he  expressed  his  belief  that  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  latter  would  result  in  the  discoyery  of 
the  original  of  the  work.  The  compilation  represented  by  the 
English  MSS.  Sir  F.  Madden  designates  the  Anglo-Latin  Oesia,  and 
traces  its  origin  to  **  the  popularity  of  the  original  Oesta^  not  only  on 
the  Continent,  but  among  the  English  Clergy,  [which]  appears,  to 
have  induced  some  person,  apparently  in  the  reign  of  Kichard  the 
Second,  to  undertake  a  similar  compilation  in  this  country."^  He 
then  goes  on  to  say,  **  Out  of  the  entire  number  of  104'  stories  con- 
tained in  various  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Oegta,  30  are  not  in  the 
Latin  editions,  and  four  more  are  related  with  such  variety  aa 
almost  to  constitute  them  different  narratives.^  From  a  comparison 
of  the  texts  as  exhibited  in  the  editions  and  the  Anglo-Latin  MSS. 
it  is  impossible  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  latter  compilation  is 
generally  based  on  the  former,  retaining  in  many  instances  the 
precise  words  of  the  original ;  yet  in  some  cases,  as,  for  example,  in 
the  story  of  the  Throe  Caskets,  cap.  109  of  editions,  and  cap.  99  of 
the  Anglo-Latin  MSS.,  there  is  so  great  a  diversity  as  to  prove  that 
a  different  authority  was  followed.  Tyrwhitt  and  Warton  have  both 
confounded  this  MS.  work  with  the  edition — an  error  very  properly 
reprehended  by  Douce.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  Anglo-Latin  version 
is  not  known,  but  the  writer  last  mentioned  suggests  it  might  have 
been  John  Bromyard,  an  English  theologian,  who  flourished  about 
1390,  the  author  of  the  Summa  Predicantiwny  a  voluminous  digest 
of  divinity  arranged  under  alphabetical  heads  for  the  use  of  preachers^ 

'  lUuMtratwniy  ii.  365.  '  Oeita  Eamanontm,  Introdaction,  p.  xi. 

'  Hie  best  MS.,  HarL  2270,  has  only  102  stories,  and  MS.  Harl.  6269  only 
101,  bat  Sir  F.  Madden  inclndes  also  the  prefatory  story  of  Atalanta,  preflzed 
to  several  MSS.,  and  the  story  of  a  law  made  by  the  Emperor  Octavian  re- 
q>eotang  the  rape  of  a  virgin,  which  occurs  in  only  one  MS.,  via.  Harl.  8182, 
cap.  44. 

*  All  of  these  are  analysed  by  Douoe  in  his  IXissertation  on  the  GesU, 
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and  illastrated  by  innamerable  stories  from  various  sources.^  He 
was  evidently  well  acquainted  with  the  Continental  (?e^a,  many  of 
the  tales  from  which  he  transfers  to  his  pages,  and  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  them  in  the  Notes  to  the  present  volume. 
The  MSS.  of  this  Oesta  agree  in  general  remarkably  well  as  to  the 
text,  but  vary  much  in  the  order  and  number  of  the  contents.  The 
best  MSS.  have  the  order  nearly  the  same  as  MS.  HarL  2270,  which, 
although  written  on  paper,  and  at  a  later  period  than  some  others, 
yet  on  the  whole  is  the  most  complete  and  accurate  copy  I  have 
seen." 

The  MSS.  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Oeata  are  numerous  in  England. 
Mr  Douce'  reckoned  25,  of  which  nine  were  in  the  Museum,  eight 
at  Oxford,  and  eight  miscellaneous,  but  from  these  last  two  muat  be 
deducted  as  already  included  in  the  Museum  list,  since  the  D'Ewes 
MS.  is  Harl.  219,  and  Burscough's  is  Harl.  2270.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  researches  of  Herr  Oesterley  have  added  six  to  the  list, 
Mr  Douce  having  omitted  the  MSS.  in  the  Cambridge  Univers. 
libr.,  and  at  Balliol,  Trinity  and  University  Coll,  Oxford.  I 
myself  have  since  discovered  another  in  the  Grenville  Library,  Brit. 
Mus.,  N^  xxii.,  thus  raising  the  total  to  thirty.  A  full  list  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  Introduction.  These  MSS.  are  chiefly  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  VL 

Herr  Oesterley,  as  the  result  of  his  examination  of  165  MSS., 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that,  notwithstanding  the  difference  between 
the  English  and  Continental  MSS.,  they  yet  represent  the  same 
work,  the  English  being  the  older  group. 

The  MSS.  of  the  €^a,  says  Herr  Oesterley,  naturally  divide 
themselves  into  three  families  or  groups.     These  are — 

1.  The  English  family,  written  in  Latin.  This  is  what  Sir  F. 
Madden  calls  the  Anglo-Latin  GMa,  of  which  the  best  representative 
is  MS.  HarL  2270. 

2.  The  family  of  Latin  and  German  MSS.,  which  is  best  repre- 
sented by  an  edition  in  German,  printed  by  John  Schofser,  at 
Augsburg,  in  1489. 

*  Printed  at  Nurembarg,  1485,  folio,  and  often  afterwards.  Thtrt  ars 
some  good  MSS.  of  bis  work  in  the  British  Mosenm. 

*  JUuttrati^m,  Ico.,  IL  4S6. 


OKSTKSLir'fl   ACCOUNT  OF  THE  GESTA,  Xvii 

3.  The  Innily  represented  by  what  he  tenna  the  Vulgdrtext. 
The  MS8.  of  this  family  constitute  what  Mr  Douce  termed  the 
onginal  Oerta,  and  have  been  considerably  altered  by  the  influence 
of  distinct  collections,  and  especially  by  the  Moralitatea  of  Eobert 
Holkot,  already  refezred  to. 

Briefly,  we  may  sum  up  the  results  of  Herr  Oesterley's  investiga- 
tions as  follows : — ^That  the  Gfesta  was  originally  compiled,  towards 
the  end  of  the  13th  century,  in  England,  whence  it  soon  found  its 
way  to  the  Continent,  where  it  underwent  considerable  alteration, 
tiles  being  added  and  corruptions  creeping  in.  From  this  enlarged 
compilation  on  the  invention  of  printing  a  selection  of  150  stories 
was  made.  This,  the  editio  prtneepSf  in  Herr  Oesterley's  opinion 
was  the  edition  (A)  published  by  Ketelaer  and  De  Leempt  at 
Utrecht,  already  mentioned,  a  second  edition  of  which  was  printed 
by  Arnold  Ter  Hoemen,  at  Cologne. 

Another  selection  (B)  of  181  chapters  was  made  and  published 
by  Ulrich  Zell,  at  Cologne,  which  Herr  Oesteriey  designates  the 
Vtdgdriextf  or  Vulgate.  These  three  editions  Herr  Oesteriey  thinks, 
without  doubt,  appeared  between  the  years  1472  and  1475,  and— • 
being  introduced  into  England  before  there  had  been  any  opportunity 
of  printing  an  edition  from  the  English  MSS.  of  the  Gesta,  which 
constituted  a  much  smaller  collection — soon  drove  the  latter  into 
the  background,  usurping  to  themselves  the  title  and  character  of 
the  original  Chsta,  and  rendering  both  unnecessary  and  improbable 
the  printing  of  an  edition  of  the  English  MSS. 

In  ihia  way  Herr  Oesteriey  accounts  for  the  two  facts  which  at 
first  sight  appear  so  strange,  and  which  have  given  cause  to  so  many 
misapprehensions  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Cftsta^  viz.,  that  (1)  no 
MS.  exists  corresponding  to  the  printed  Latin  editions  of  the  Oeda  ; 
and  (2)  none  of  the  English  MSS.  were  ever  printed. 

It  is  poBsihle^  Herr  Oesteriey  admits,  that  the  Qesta  may  have 
been  originally  compiled  in  Germany,  but  after  a  close  examination 
of  the  whole  subject  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  weight  of  evidence  ia 
in  favour  of  an  English  origin.^  His  investigations  entirely  bear  out 
the  conjectures  of  Sir  F.  Madden,  who  says : — "  It  seems  to  me 

'  6hUa  B0wu$n&rwm^  p.  260. 
•liTjL  h 
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hifgjbly  probable  ihai  the  editor  of  the  first  edition  either  made  a 
eefectk/n  from  tlie  different  M8S.  before  him,  or  made  use  of  one 

which  was  inoompkte,  and  that he  added  stories  which 

nerer  f'^rmed  part  of  the  original  work.  It  is  onlj,  however,  bj  a 
critical  edition  of  the  text  and  a  careful  comparison  of  the  MSS. 
that  we  can  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one 
on  the  Continent,  equally  competent  with  Wolf  Schmidt  or  Keller, 
will  undertake  the  tasL"^  Herr  Oestcrley  has  happily  proved  thia 
bopfsd-for  **  some  one.'' 

Of  the  Latin  Gesia,  as  it  appeera  in  the  editions,  an  analysis  has 
been  given  by  Warton ;  but  it  is  far  from  complete,  since  he  has 
omitted  no  less  than  53  stories,  many  of  which  deserve  more  atten- 
ti'^n  tlian  some  in  his  list.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  and  to  present  a 
yttriwi  view  of  the  work,  as  it  appeared  in  upwards  of  30  editions, 
}ttiiwtH5n  H80  and  1530,  a  brief  notice  of  each  chapter  which  does 
n/H  occur  in  the  English  translations,  and  of  such  chapters  as  appear 
only  in  the  Anglo-Latin  text  has  been  included  in  this  volume. 
Further,  I  have  added  an  epitome  of  those  stories  printed  by  Herr 
Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  which  are  to  be  found  neither  in  the 
printed  l^tin  editions,  the  Anglo-Latin  text,  nor  the  English 
transhitions,  but  only  in  certain  Continental  MSS.  Tlds  volume 
therefore  contains,  either  in  full  or  epitomised,  every  story  which 
appears  in  any  or  all  of  the  138  MSS.  analysed  by  Herr  Oesterley. 

The  influence  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesia  on  English  poetry  was 
very  considerable  during  the  reigns  of  Eichard  II.  and  his  successors, 
and  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
writings  of  the  Italian  novelists  by  the  Continental  compilation. 
The  poems  of  Gower,  Chaucer,  Oodeve,  and  Lydgate  furnish  many 
instances  of  their  familiarity  with  the  work,  whilst  we  have  even 
stronger  proofs  of  its  popularity  in  the  numerous  quotations  from  it 
in  the  Serwumsi  Domnieal€$  of  John  Felton,  Vioar  of  Magdalen 
Collage,  Oxford,  who  in  1431  compiled  this  series  of  discourses 
at  the  request  of  his  associates.^    Nor  was  its  influence  oonlined 

*  Ofittn  Xcwuincrmw^  latrodootloBf  p.  z. 

*  Of  theae  flennoni  there  ars  MTtiml  M88.  Id  the  Britiah  Mofleiiiii,  of 
wbleh  MB.  Harl.  4  was  in  Bir  P.  Madden*!  opinion  the  beet  Other  copies  are 
ia  MS.  Uarl.  SeS  and  AIM,    Mr  Donee  revaiks  iWvttratUms,  ii.  342)  that 
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to  ikm  cniiflr  tnthon  of  our  oonnlij,  bat^  m  the  letder  will  find 
pointad  mA  in  the  Notes,  eTsn  ShakBpen  and  poets  of  modem  times 
aie  indebted  to  it  for  the  fnunewoik  of  some  of  their  finest  writings. 
Tliis  Anglo-Latin  CMa  is  the  immediate  original  of  the  Eailj 
Englidi  tianslations,  pabliahed  for  the  fiist  time  by  Sir  F.  Madden 
fiir  the  Boxbmghe  Glab  in  1838»  and  reprinted  in  tiie  present 
volnmeu  These  translations  were,  in  all  probability,  made  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VL^  Only  three  MSS.  containing  them  are  known 
to  exists  two  of  which  are  preserred  in  the  British  Mnsenm,  and 
the  third  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge.  The  first  and 
most  eomplete  copy,  MS.  Harl.  7333,  the  date  of  which  is  about 
1440  A.i>.,  contains  70  stories,  comprised  in  a  large  folio  Tolnme, 
written  ftiriy  in  doable  columns,  on  Tellam,  and  probably  nearly 
eoend  with  the  work  itself,^  in  which  are  also  the  OoHierbury  TVite 
of  Chancer,  from  a  MS.  of  his  contemporary,  Shirley ;  part  of  Qower's 
Oon/BBno  Anumiis,  a  great  nornber  of  Lydgate's  poems,  and  the 
Phdogae  to  Ocdeye's  translation  of  jE^idiui  de  Begimine  Prind* 
pmiL  Two  of  the  stories  were  printed  by  Donee  in  his  iUtis<rtiKbfW 
pfSkahtpere^  but  the  rest  remained  inedited  until  Sir  F.  Madden's 
edition  in  1838.  The  second  MS.  used  for  the  present  compilation 
is  also  in  the  British  Museam,  and  is  MS.  Addit.  9066,  presented 
by  the  Rev.  William  Conybeare  in  1832.  It  is  a  small  folio  yolume, 
consisting  of  87  leaves  of  vellum,  written  by  two  different  hands, 
about  the  same  date  as  the  first,  and  belonged  in  the  16th  century 
to  one  Gervase  Lee,  whose  autograph  and  a  stance  on  his  name  occur 
on  the  last  leaf.  In  this  MS.  are  96  stories,  46  of  which  belong  to 
the  class  of  G^sta  proper,  and  the  remainder  are  taken  from  the 
fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  a  writer  of  the  12th  century,  the  miracles  of 

in  these  Sermons  the  printed  editions  of  the  ffetta  are  only  &nce  qaoted, 
while  the  Anglo-Latin  text  is  perpetually  referred  to. 

*  Mr  Douce  suggested  that  the  author  may  have  been  Gower,  Lydgate,  or 
Ooolere,  but  Sir  F.  Madden  did  not  agree  in  this  view.  In  hit  opinion  the 
last  had  the  most  claim,  but  the  two  prose  noralisations  attached  to  his 
metrioal  paraphrase  of  two  stories  in  the  Outa  would,  from  their  variatiooi, 
militate  against  such  a  supposition. 

*  At  leaf  118  b,  of  the  MS.  is  written  "Quod  Impingham **-*the  usoal 
way  of  iadicating  the  name  of  the  scribe.  Before  the  52nd  story  of  the  Oeitii 
(which  begins  on  leaf  189,  col.  I)  is  also  drawn  a  sort  of  rebui,  consisting  el 
the  Block  of  a  tree  plaoed  in  a  tun,  and  beneath,  a  fish.  Shortly  after  a  coal 
of  arms  is  tricked — a  saltire  between  foar  water-bengeta 
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highly  probable  that  tbe  editor  of  the  first  edition  either  made  a 
•election  ^m  the  different  MSS.  before  him,  or  made  use  of  one 

which  was  incomplete,  and  that he  added  stories  which 

neyer  formed  part  of  the  original  work.  It  is  only,  however,  hj  a 
critical  edition  of  the  text  and  a  careful  comparison  of  the  MSS. 
that  we  can  arrive  at  the  truth,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  one 
on  the  Continent,  equally  competent  with  Wolf  Schmidt  or  Kelkr, 
will  undertake  the  tasL"^  Heir  Oesterley  has  happily  proved  this 
hoped-for  *'  some  one." 

Of  the  Latin  Gesia,  as  it  appears  in  the  editions,  an  analysis  has 
been  given  by  Warton ;  but  it  is  far  from  complete,  since  he  has 
omitted  no  less  than  53  stories,  many  of  which  deserve  more  atten- 
tion than  some  in  his  list.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  and  to  present  a 
perfect  view  of  the  work,  as  it  appeared  in  upwards  of  30  editions, 
between  1480  and  1530,  a  brief  notice  of  each  chapter  which  does 
not  occur  in  the  £nglish  translations,  and  of  such  chapters  as  appear 
only  in  the  Anglo-Latin  text  has  been  included  in  this  volume. 
Further,  I  have  added  an  epitome  of  those  stories  printed  by  Herr 
Oesterley  in  his  Appendix,  which  are  to  be  found  neither  in  the 
printed  Latin  editions,  tbe  Anglo-Latin  text,  nor  the  Englbh 
translations,  but  only  in  certain  Continental  MSS.  This  volume 
therefore  contains,  either  in  full  or  epitomised,  every  story  which 
appears  in  any  or  all  of  the  138  MSS.  analysed  by  Herr  Oesterley. 

The  influence  of  the  Anglo-Latin  Gesia  on  English  poetry  was 
very  considerable  during  the  reigns  of  Eichard  II.  and  his  successors, 
and  quite  equal,  if  not  superior  to,  the  effect  produced  on  the 
writings  of  tiie  Italian  novelists  by  the  Continental  compilation. 
The  poems  of  Cower,  Chaucer,  Oodeve,  and  Lydgate  furnish  many 
instances  of  their  familiarity  with  the  work,  whilst  we  have  even 
stronger  proofs  of  its  popularity  in  the  numerous  quotations  from  it 
in  the  Sermonei  DominieaUt  of  John  Felton,  Vioar  of  Magdalen 
CoU^e,  Oxford,  who  in  1481  compiled  this  series  of  discourses 
at  the  request  of  his  associates.^    Nor  was  its  influence  confined 

'  €fnta  Rcman4frwmf  latrodiiotioB,  p.  z. 

*  Of  thMe  Sermons  there  are  seveiml  M88.  fa  the  Britiah  Miueuiii,  of 
whieh  MS.  Harl.  4  was  Id  Sir  F.  Madden*t  opinion  the  best  Other  copies  are 
in  MS.  HarU  868  and  AIM,    Mr  Doace  tmDMxkMinivttrations,  ii.  S42)  that 
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notes.  Similail  jy  when  the  story  appeals  only  in  MS.  Addit.  90G6 
and  the  Cambridge  MS.,  the  text  of  the  latter  has  been  printed  in 
fkU  nnder  the  former. 

We  now  eome  to  the  English  editions  of  the  Oetta.    In  St 

John's  College,  Cambridge,  is  preserved  an  unique  copy  of  an  edition 

•  

hy  Wynkyn  de  Woide  <^  an  Sngtish  translation,  containing  43 
stories.  **  The  larfty  and  Talue  of  this  volume,"  says  Sir  F.  Madden, 
**  may  be  estimated  when  it  is  recollected  that  though  twice  mentioned 
by  Warton,  and  after  him  by  Dr  Farmer  in  his  note  on  Shakspere*s 
Merchani  of  Venice^  yet  it  escaped  the  diligent  researches  of  Herbert, 
Donee,  and  Dibdin ;  and  the  second  of  these  writers  was  induced 
even  to  doubt  its  exiBtence !  But  in  1820  this  doubt  must  have 
been  dispelled,  for  at  that  time  appeared  a  full  description  of  the 
long-concealed  work  in  the  Retrospective  Review,  vol.  ii  p.  827,  and 
was  thence  transferred  to  the  pages  of  Hartshome's  Book  Rarities  of 
Oambridgey  p.  898,  8vo,  1829.^  The  copy  is  quite  perfect,  but  has 
been  cruelly  *  cropt,'  and  is  printed  in  the  usual  black-letter  type  of 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  interspersed  with  a  few  wood-cuts.  The  title 
appears  on  a  riband  at  the  head  of  the  page — 

<St0ta  ^potnanomm 

beneath  which  is  a  wood-cut  of  an  emperor,  with  crown  and  sceptre, 
sitting  on  his  throne;  and  on  the  reverse  a  device  of  the  same 
emperor  with  a  youth  kneeling  to  him,  behind  whom  stands  a 
female  apparently  in  the  act  of  introducing  him ;  two  guards  are 
seen  in  the  background.  The  same  dovices  occur  again  in  various 
parts  of  the   'boke,'  accompanied  with  others,  alluding  to  and 

'  In  addjiion  to  what  may  be  read  in  the  above  works,  tbe  following  par- 
ticolars  of  this  curious  tract  may  be  acceptable.  It  is  bound  up  with  two 
others,  ih»  first  ef  which  has  lost  its  title-page,  but  is  otherwise  complete,  and 
as  itself  a  great  curiosity,  being  an  unique  copy  of  T/ie  hoke  ealUd  the 
Informacyan  for  Pylgryme$  rnto  the  holif  lande,  printed  by  W)mkyn  do 
Worde,  26  July,  1624.  The  seoond  traot  is  William  Thomases  Historie  of 
Italiej  printed  by  Berthelet  in  1549.  The  volume  formerly  belonged  to 
Thomas  Baker,  the  toeius  tjectus  of  St  John's,  who  gave  it  to  tbe  Colletre, 
and  the  present  press-mark  is  Og.  6.  88.  The  following  MS.  note  oocurs  at 
the  end  of  the  first  traot — ^*  I,  Myles  Blomefylde,  of  Burye  Saynct  Edmundo 
in  Suffblke,  was  borne  y*  yeare  followyng  after  y*  pr}'ntyng  of  this  boke  (that 
is  to  saye)  in  the  yeare  of  our  Ix>rdo,  1525,  tbe  5  day  of  Apryll  betwcne 
10  &  11,  in  y*  nyght,  nyghest  xi,  my  fathers  name  lobn,  and  my  mothers 
name  Anne." 
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illiisfcnttixig  some  of  tiie  Oesta,    The  Oeeta  oconpies  82  leayes,  indnd* 

ing  the  title-page,  printed  in  a  close  and  beautiful  black-letter  type, 

with  32  lines  to  the  page,  and  the  signatures  run  from  A  to  M  in- 

duslTe,  in  eights  and  fours  alternately,  with  N  6,  0  4 ;  and  on  the 

xeTene  of  0  4  is  the  colophon ; 

%  Thus  endeth  the  boke  of  Gesta  Bomanorom.  Empiyted  at 
London  in  Flete  Strete.    By  me  Wynkyn  de  Worde. 

There  are  43  stories,  each  with  its  Moralisation,  but  they  havQ 

neither  numbers  nor  rubrics.'' 

The  volume  is  undated,  but  in  ail  probability  it  was  printed 
•bout  1510 — 1515,  and  must  from  every  point  of  view  be  regarded 
as  a  great  curiosity.  As  to  the  authorship  of  this  translation  a  few 
words  only  will  be  requisite.  ''It  is  very  evident,"  says  Sir  F. 
Madden,^ ''  on  a  comparison  of  the  MS.  English  versions  with  that 
printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Woide,  that  the  latter  was  founded  on  the 
former,  but  with  material  alterations,  and  the  language  considerably 
modernised.  In  general,  the  edition  agrees  best  with  MS.  Addit 
9066,  but  in  some  few  instances  with  MS.  Harl  7333.  The  whole 
of  the  43  stories  printed  are  to  be  found  in  one  or  other  of  these 
MSS.  except  eighi,  which  are  therefore  added  at  the  end  of  the 
present  volume,  where  they  find  an  appropriate  place.  It  would 
result,  however,  from  this  fSact  that  the  reviser  of  the  printed 
translation,  whoever  he  was,^  had  made  use  of  a  more  complete  MS. 
copy  than  any  we  now  possess."  Another  fact  connected  with  this 
edition  is  worthy  of  notice.  It  is  the  only  instance  we  have  of  a 
printed  copy  exactly  corresponding  with  a  MS.  of  the  CfestcL  The 
43  stories  in  Wynkyn  de  Worde  were  not  selected  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  translator  from  the  An^^o-Latin  MSS.,  but  are  taken  directly 
from  some  MS.  similar  to  MS.  Harl.  5369,  written  on  vellum  early 
in  the  15th  century,  in  which  the  same  stories  are  found  in  exactly 
the  same  order,  and  with  the  same  peculiarities  of  text 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  this  translation  was  brought 
more  immediately  into  public  notice  by  one  Bichard  Bobinson,  a 
man  of  considerable  attainments,  who  lived  by  lus  pen,  and  was 

'  Onta  Itomanorumf  Introdaction,  p.  xviL 

*  As  will  be  seen  below,  Robinson  supposed  him  to  bare  besa  no  toss  a 
person  than  John  Leland,  but  he  gires  no  authority  for  the  statement. 
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ttiiihor  of  WMAj  tnoalalions  in  prose  and  vene^  hi9f  of  wkidi  aow 
8«rriv«i^  A  Terj  euioiui  aeeonnt  of  hia  worksi  diawn  up  bj  Us 
own  band  al  diffdxant  limea  baiwaen  1599  and  1603,  is  in  ibe  JKoyal 
IffS.  IS  A  Lm.y  ficom  wbieb  it  i^paan  tbat  in  1577  he  pnbliabed  in 
dnodeeamo  ''a  veeord  of  Anoy«nt  HiBtoijraa,  intituled  in  Latin  €kdm 
Bomanorumf  traaalated  (aootoie^  nt  aiipponitnr,  lobane  Leylando^ 
antiqnario) ;  by  bms  pernaad,  eoneoted,  and  bettered."  He  pioceeda 
to  infinn  na  tbat  mx  editions  of  tbe  work  weie  printed  between 
1577  and  1601  bj  Tbo.  Easte,  in  Aldersgate  Street^  of  wbieb  tbe 
Cnt  fire  impiesskms  were  dedicated  to  the  Lady  MaigaTet,  Countess 
•f  ^Lynenz"  (Lennox),  and  the  last  [in  1600]  to  the  Warden  of  tbe 
Companyof  Leatbexsellers.  He  adds  in  a  note  written  subsequently 
tbat  another  editicA  (making  tbe  seventh)  was  published  in  1602; 
and  dedicated  to  Dr  Watson,  Bishop  of  Chiebester,  who  only  gave 
tiie  writer  iwo  shillings  ior  bii  labour  !*  Of  these  seven  editions,  so 
aeaiee  are  they  become,  Kr  Douce  nerar  beheld  but  one,  namely 
that  of  1595,  a  copy  of  which  be  himself  possessed ;  and  Sir  F. 
Madden  states  that  he  bad  seen  a  copy  of  the  sixth.  It  is  certain, 
itGBi  tbe  statemMit  made  in  tbe  preface  to  both  these  impresstons, 
tbat  Bobmson  made  use  of  a  wpj  of  Wynkyn  de  Worde's  <dd 
edition,  which  flncUng,  as  he  states,  '*  both  of  imperfect  phrase  in 
the  historic,  and  of  indecent  application  in  the  moralitie,''  he  ''re- 
fbrmed  and  repoUshed,"  that  is  to  say,  he  altered  an4  modeimsed 
the  language,  corrected  the  application,  and  added  an  argament  to 

*  See  the  Brii,  Bihliogr,,  vol.  I  p.  109,  and  Douce,  lUuitratioiu,  kc^ 
VOL  11  p.  424. 

I  may  here  correct  a  mistake  into  which  Douoe  has  (alien.  He  dtateiv 
p.  425,  that  in  I57S  licence  was  granted  to  R.  Robinson  to  print  '^Ohrittmas 
recreaokNis  of  historiee  and  morallzacions  aplied  for  our  solace  and  oonsola- 
don,**  and  suggests  that  '*  probably  this  was  the  intended  title  for  his  edition 
of  the  ButaP  I  have  been  nnable  to  find  any  mention  of  this  licence  in  Mr 
Arberls  TraiueriptM  af  the  SUtumert  Ittgittert.  but  a  copy  of  the  hook  itself 
is  in  the  Orenville  Library  of  tbe  British  Museum  (Press  Mark,  II 177).  Tlie 
full  title  of  the  book  is  as  follows  :— 

**  Certain  sdected  Histories  for  Christian  Recreations  with  thoir  severall 
Moraliaations.  Brought  into  Bnglishe  verse,  and  are  to  be  song  with  seuemll 
notes:  Composed  by  Richard  Robinson  Citisen  of  London.  Imprinted  at 
London  f6r  Henry  Kirkham,  and  are  to  be  solde  at  the  little  North  dore  ot 
8.  Panics,  at  the  eigne  of  the  bhu^k  boye.**  16mo.  (The  Dedication  is  dated 
1576.) 

'  Not  ten  shillings  ae  laoorrectiy  sUted  in  Haalltt*s  Hcmdhooh  U  Earlg 
Bnflith  ZUeratvre,  p.  227. 
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Mdi  ttorjy  the  munber  and  order  of  wiudi  be  Iim  rrtMnrrl  Thi 
populArity,  Of,  M  Warton  phnues  il,^  the  *^  femilkrily  "  oC  RdIuhob** 
book  et  thif  period  is  eiideDt  not  onlj  iron  the  nmhrr  of  friitkii% 
but  from  the  frequent  ellaiions  to  it  in  the  wiiten  of  the  time,  tad 
to  the  rtrj  h/ci  of  ite  popolarity  we  maj  pfobebij  attribute  the  die- 
eppeoreoee  of  the  copies  end  ite  consequent  nueness. 

Of  the  subsequent  editions  of  the  Gtsia  it  is  nnneeeeseiy  to  aey 
much.  Hszlitt,  in  his  Handbook  to  Early  EttgHtk  LUmimet^ 
mentions  no  less  then  15  issued  between  1600  and  1703,  and  theie 
were  doubUees  osiers.  In  1703  appealed  ^  Gtala  Bomanonm^  or 
forty-fire  Histories,  originallj  (as  'tis  said)  collected  from  the  Boman 
IteconU,  with  Applications  or  Moials,  &c^  toL  L  Translated  from  the 
Latin  edition,  printed  a.d.  1514."  12o,  E.Ianeway^ioTLDanUf^  1S7. 
The  translator  signs  himself  "  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  England" 
in  his  Four  Short  Discouraea,  &Cf  sold  by  the  same  publisher, 
'iliis  work  was  never  continued.  All  the  stories  are  from  the  Latin 
printed  text,  with  the  exception  of  the  elevetUh  (that  of  AtalantaX 
which  must  have  been  borrowed  from  one  of  the  editiona  of 
J{obinson's  book.  About  1720  another  impression  of  this,  with 
adilitionsi  in  Uie  shape  of  a  chap-book,  came  out^  entitled,  **  Oeaia 
Jittminoruin^  or  fifty-eight  Histories,  &c.  By  B.  P."  12o,  O. 
Conyert,  p.  131.  The  additional  stories  are  copied  from  a  late  im- 
pression uf  the  previous  English  work,  and  are  intermixed  with  the 
others.  A  somewhat  superior  reprint  of  the  last,  with  wood-cuts^ 
apiMHiroil  not  long  aftorwanls,  12o,  P,  Nurris,  and  A,  Beiiesworih, 
17*J*i|  \\  175,  with  the  same  title,  except  that  the  initials  B.  P.  were 
vliangod  to  A.  B.,  probably  moauing  one  of  the  publishers.  Sir  F. 
MrnUlon  also  mentions  a  reprint  of  Kobiiison's  book,  executed  at 
AbonliMMii  12o,  JaiHM  Nicoi^  1715;  and  another,  12o,  Glasgow, 
1759«  8wan*s  transkition  of  the  printed  Latin  text  appeared  in 
18U4,  ami  has  UU«Iy  Ix^n  roprintod  in  Bolm*8  Antiquarian  Library. 

Many  of  Uie  stories  in  the  priMient  volume  bear  plain  proofs  of 
tiivir  Oriental  origin.  Thus,  for  oxample,  Nos.  IIL  and  XLVL  read 
like  ohaplers  friuu  the  Arnhntn  yitjhta;  in  fact,  the  incident  of  the 
iii{ip^'  cloth  d*H^  \HVur  in  "Tlu*  Storr  of  Prince  Ahmed "  and  the 
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''Faiij  IM  Bbhoil"  Hie  absolute  power,  too,  exercised  by  the 
emperan  over  the  knights,  by  the  knights  over  their  squires,  and  by 
heeds  of  iunilies  otbt  tiieir  wires  and  servants  <wtifiTma  this  view, 
whidi  will  be  foond  fally  discussed  in  the  Notes. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  yalnable  features  in  the  stories 
is  the  picture  whieh  they  open  to  us  of  life  and  manners  at  the  time 
of  their  compilatbn.  Apart  from  the  low  moral  state  of  sodeiy  as 
shown  by  the  introduction  into  almost  every  tale  of  adulteiy,  we  find 
constant  evidences  of  a  chivalrous  and  hospitable  disposition,  while 
the  love  of  toumamttits  ajqpears  to  have  pervaded  all  classes,^  and  in 
some  cases  to  have  been  earned  even  to  excess.'  In  chapter  155  of 
the  printed  Latin  editions  an  interesting  picture  of  domestic  life  is 
presented  to  us.  There  vre  find  the  whole  &mily  gathering  round 
the  fire  in  the  winter  evenings,  and  beguiling  the  time  by  telling 
stories.  Such,  we  are  told,  was  the  custom  amongst  the  higher 
classes.' 

Other  glimpses  of  social  life  also  incidentally  appear:  as,  for 
instance,  in  the  Moraine  to  Tale  Ixviii,  p.  310,  where  the  writer 
complains  of  ^lusticis,  sherrevis,  and  baili&.  And  such  as  takith 
away  £ro  poore  men  is  sympill  a  ryng,  se^.  hire  godis :  And  thei 
seiyth,  'may  we  not  take  hem,  when  thei  give  vs  hem.'  For  if 
a  poor  man  haue  0}t  to  do  among  hem,  if  ^at  he  wolde  be  spedde, 
anoon  he  pnttith  forth  his  bond  to  ^ive  hem."  And  again,  p.  386, 
the  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  the  rich  lurraurs  oppressed 
their  poor  neighbours,  and,  p.  416,  of  the  pride  of  ''bayles  and 
auditores." 

Of  the  yalue  of  the  work  before  us  in  illustrating  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Eastern  fable  and  classical  stories  with  the  feudal  institutions 
of  Europe  no  one  can  doubt  who  has  studied  its  pages,  and  it  is 
entitled  to  more  than  a  usual  share  of  considemtion  as  the  only 
instance  of  a  compilation  formed  in  the  retirement  of  a  cloister, 
which  has  had  so  important  an  influence  on  the  literature  of  our 

'  See  for  Instance  No.  xxvi.,  where  we  find  even  the  nurae  leaving  the 
infant  alone  in  Hb  onidle  while  she  runs  out  to  see  the  sport 

'  See  No.  lix.,  p.  242  of  this  volame. 

*  In  kyemii  inUemperis  post  eenam  noetu  famUia  dMHi  ad  ffcum,  mi 
patentibut  marU  egt,  recemendU  anti^U  gestii  operam  dturtt. 
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ecnmtiy,  for  beddeB  afanosfc  iiinamezable  minor  poeoui,  wljdeh  ivill  be 
found  pointed  out  in  the  Notee^  thi»  work  has  either  directly  Oir 
indirectly  fomiahed  to  BooeacoiQ  the  ground-work  of  hia  tale  of  the 
Two  Friends;  to  Lydgate  of  his  TaU  a^f  Two  UerehanU;  to  GK>w^ 
and  Chaucer  of  thsir  Hidory  of  Comtancej  to  Shakspere  of  his 
MerchoMi  of  Vmiee^  Lear,  and Pmcto  (1);  to  PajcneU  of  his  Uermiii 
to  Walpok  of  his  Mynterhus  MotJier;  and  to  Schiller  of  his  tale  of 
FridoKn. 

With  regard  to  the  lUMsent  edition,  a  few  remarks  will  suffice^ 
It  is  fiu*  from  heing  simply  a  reprint  of  that  of  Sir  Frederic  Madden. 
That  edition,  although  almost  perfect  in  the  oonectnesa  of  its  text| 
was  not  carried  out  aoeording  to  the  principles  on  which  Hx^  publicar 
tions  of  the  Early  EngUsh  Text  Society  are  based.  The  expansions 
of  the  contractions  in  the  MSS.  were  not  dktingoiflhedy  nor  were  the 
scribes  strictly  followed  in  their  use  of  the  letter  }  and  of  capitals.  For 
tiie  present  edition,  therefore,  the  text  has  been  collated  with  the  MSS. 
at  least  twice,  and  eyery  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  its 
correctness.  The  tales,  as  already  explained,  have  been  r&^rranged* 
so  as  in  every  case  where  it  has  been  possible  to  do  so  to  show  two 
different  versions  on  the  same  page.  The  Glossary,  Index,  and  short 
sketches  of  those  stories  which  are  found  in  the  printed  Latin 
editions  and  elsewhere,  but  which  do  not  occur  in  the  English  MSS., 
are  also  new  features.  Sir  F«  Madden^  notes  are  mainly  retained 
intact,  but  the  length  of  time  whieh  has  elapsed  dnce  the  publication 
<^  hiB  edition  [1898]  has  neoessitaAed  in  many  instances  considerable 
alterations  and  additions  consequent  on  the  light  thrown  on  various 
obscure  points  by  the  results  of  Herr  Qesterley's  investigations,  as 
well  as  by  the  numerous  publications  of  the  Early  English  and  other 
Societies.^ 

The  table  which  follows  thia  Introduction  will  be  found  <4 
service  as  exhibiting  at  (me  view  where  the  stories  of  the  Anglo- 
Latin  049ta  are  to  be  found,  and  in  what  order  they  occur,  whether 

^  The  alterationi  and  sddifciont  are  diatiefuiahed  by  being  endoMd  fa 
iquare  brackets,  ezeept  in  the  case  of  the  ftrtt  ahee^  which,  by  an  unJnoky 
mischanoe,  was  printed  off  before  the  bracketa  were  inserted.  It  will  no^ 
howerer,  be  dlflSeuU  for  any  reader  to  diatinguiah  between  the  original  and  the 
added  notes  in  that  abort  portion. 
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*  Numbers  in  this  column  in  parenthesis  refer  to  the  Appendix  of 
Oesterley^s  edition.  The  MSS.  in  which  those  tales  of  the  Addit.  Ma  9066 
which  are  not  fotmd  in  the  A-lAt  MSS.  occur  are  pointed  oat  in  the  Notes. 

t  This  story  does  not  occur  in  MSS.  Harl  2270,  5259,  bat  is  in  MS.  Hart 
5369  and  neveral  other  MSS. 

X  See  also  No.  72. 
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27.  Cambridge  Univen.  Library,  Mm  VI.  21,  15ih  cent  t 

28.  Worcester  Cathedral  Library,  MS.  80. 

29.  Hereford  „  „  „    74. 

30.  Dublin,  Trinity  CoUege  Library,  G.  326. 

ENGLISH  MSS. 

3L  Britiah  Mnseum,  MS.  HarL  7333,  l$th  cent.,  70  chapt 

32.  „  „  „  Addit.  9066,    „       „      96     ,, 

33.  Cambr.  Uniy.  Lib?.,  MS.  Kk.  L  6    „       „      32     „ 

GERMAN  MS. 

34.  British  Mosenm,  MS.  Addit.  10291,  1420,  124      „ 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  aclmowledge  the  sources  from 
which  I  have  deriyed  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  edition. 

Of  Sir  F.  Madden's  edition  in  1838  I  need  not  speak  further. 
It  will  be  sufficiently  plain  from  what  I  have  already  said  how 
greatly  I  have  throughout  the  volume  been  indebted  to  him. 

For  the  Printed  Latin  text  I  have  depended  on  Herr  Oesterley's 
edition — an  edition  so  complete  as  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired, — 
while  from  his  introduction  and  analysis  of  the  MSS.  of  the  Oesta  I 
have  extracted  the  material  for  a  great  part  of  this  Introduction. 

Finally,  I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Toulmin-Smith  for  the  collation 

of  the  greater  portion  of  the  proofs  with  the  HarL  and  Addit  MSS. ; 

to  the  authorities  of  St  John's  ColL  Cambridge  for  their  permiasian 

to  compare  Sir  F.  Madden's  printed  text  with  the  unique  W.  de  Worde 

volume  in  their  library,  and  to  F.  J.  Fumivall,  Esq.,  for  information 

as  to  tales  founded  on,  or  in  imitation  of,  stories  in  the  Oesta  which 

have  been  printed  by  the  various  Societies  since  the  date  of  Sir  F. 

Madden's  edition. 

8.  J.  HEERTAGK 
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*  Numbers  in  this  column  in  parenthesis  refer  to  the  Appendix  of 
Oesterley*s  edition.  The  MSS.  in  which  those  tales  of  the  Addit.  Ma  9066 
which  are  not  found  in  the  A-lAt.  MSS.  oooar  are  pointed  out  in  the  Notes. 

t  This  story  does  not  occur  in  MSS.  Harl  2270,  5259,  bat  is  in  MS.  Harl. 
5369  and  sereral  other  MSS. 

t  See  also  No.  72. 
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EMPEEATOB  FELICIANUSL 

(how  a  Wm   nCPLOTlD    a    NIOROMAKOKB   to  0AU8B  THl  DBATH  OV 
HSB  HUSBAND,  AND  HOW  HB  WAS  8AVKD  BT  A  OLOUL) 

IBarl  MS.  783%  leaf  l^,  eol.  2.] 

Felidan  legnyd  emperovr  in  the  Cyte  of  Borne,  In  tke  empeiie  of 
whom  ^  was  a  Imyjt  )»at  hadde  weddid  a  yongdamesdi  to  wif. 
And  WfttAinne  fswe  yerys  ^Is  woman  lovid  by  wey  of  synne  an  o^ 
kny^t,  yndir  hiro  hnsbond,  and  fat  so  modi,  ^  she  oideyaed  for 
hire  hnsbonde  to  be  ded.  Happyng*  ]>at  j>i8  kny^t  wold  goo  on 
pilgrimage  <mer  fe  see ;  A»d  ^er^te  he  sekle  to  his  wif^,  **  Dame,  y 
woH  goo  on  pilgrimage,  oner  ye  see ;  And  j>erfoie  gou^me  the  wele 
the  while  til  I  come  home  c^en."  And  wvt4  that  she  was  glad,  and 
seide,  '^S»r,  wi^  fe  grace  of  God  aH  shaH:  be  wele  y-do."  And 
shortly  for  to  tonche  ^is  mat^ ;  he  tooke  his  leve,  and  jede  kis  wey. 
Kowe  fiB  £dse  qnene,  his  wif*,  ordeyned  for  his  dethe  in  di  ^at  she 
eowde,  and  spake  periom  to  a  nigromauncer  in  pis  forme :  **  Mym 
hosbond,"  quod  she,  **  is  bijende  ^  see ;  I  wofi  wite,  if  pon  «owde 
helpe  ]>at  he  were  ded  by  ony  Craf  te.  Aske  of  me  what  ^u  wolt, 
and  ^u  shalt  have  hit"  Then  spake  he  to  hyre  ^a;en,  and  saide, 
"  Jis,  forsoth,  lady,  that  I  can.  That  kny^t  shali  dye  by  my  craflte, 
yn  what  contre  of  the  woidle  so  ener  pai  he  be  ynne.  And  y  woli 
bane  no  thing  oi  pe  for  my  trauayle  but  pe  love  of  thyne  hert" 

'  leaf  1-60,  iMck,  ool.  I. 
OBSTA.  1 
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each  stoiji  the  nmnber  and  oider  of  which  he  has  letained.  The 
popidarily,  or,  as  Warton  phiases  it»^  the  ''  familiaiitj  "  of  Eobixiaon'B 
book  at  this  period  is  evident  not  onlj  from  the  number  of  editions^ 
but  from  the  frequent  allusions  to  it  in  the  writers  of  the  time,  and 
to  the  very  fact  of  its  popularity  we  may  probacy  attribute  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  copies  and  its  consequent  rareness. 

Of  the  subsequent  editions  of  the  Oeita  it  is  unnecessary  to  say 
much.  Hailitt,  in  his  Handbook  to  Early  English  LUeraiure^ 
mentioiis  no  less  than  15  issued  between  1600  and  1703,  and  there 
were  doubtless  others.  In  1703  appeared  ''  Oetia  Bomattorum,  or 
forty-five  Histories,  originally  (as  'tis  said)  collected  from  the  Boman 
Becords,  with  Applications  or  Morals,  &c.,  voL  i.  Translated  from  the 
Latin  edition,  printed  aj).  1514."  12o,  Klaneway^  ioiLDams,  p.  187. 
The  translator  signs  himself  "  presbyter  of  the  Church  of  England  " 
in  his  Four  Short  Discouraes^  &Cy  sold  by  the  same  publisher. 
This  work  was  never  continued.  All  the  stories  are  from  the  Latin 
printed  text,  with  the  exception  of  the  eleventh  (that  of  Atalanta), 
which  must  have  been  borrowed  from  one  of  the  editions  of 
Kobinson's  book.  About  1720  another  impression  of  this,  with 
additions,  in  the  shape  of  a  chap-book,  came  out^  entitled,  **  Oesta 
Bomanorum,  or  fifty-eight  Histories,  &c.  By  B.  P."  12o,  O. 
Conyert,  p.  131.  The  additional  stories  are  copied  from  a  late  im- 
pression of  the  previous  English  work,  and  are  intermixed  with  the 
others.  A  somewhat  superior  reprint  of  the  last,  with  wood-cuts, 
appeared  not  long  afterwards,  12o,  P.  Karris^  and  A,  BeUesicorthy 
1722,  p.  175,  with  the  same  title,  except  that  the  initials  B.  P.  were 
changed  to  A.  B.,  probably  meaning  one  of  the  publishers.  Sir  F. 
Madden  also  mentions  a  reprint  of  Eobinson's  book,  executed  at 
Aberdeen,  12o,  James  Nicol,  1715;  and  another,  12o,  Glasgow, 
1753.  Swan's  translation  of  the  printed  Latin  text  appeared  in 
1824,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted  in  Bohn's  Antiquarian  Library, 

Many  of  the  stories  in  the  present  volume  bear  plain  proofs  of 
their  Oriental  origin.  Thus,  for  example,  Nos.  IIL  and  XLYL  read 
like  chapters  from  the  Arabian  Nights ;  in  fact,  the  incident  of  the 
magic  cloth  does  occur  in  '*  Tlie  Story  of  Prince  Ahmed  "  and  the 
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derke  conseilid  him.     And  thenne  seide  ]>e  clerk,  ''  What  seist  ])om 

aowf  "     ''Forsoth,**  qucf  he,  ''now  hatli  he  schote  an  arowe  at  the 

ymage ;  And  for  ^t  he  ^failitlL  of  his  strook,  he  B&akitk  modL  sorowe." 

Thenne  seide  fe  derke,  **^,  that  is  goode  (ydyng  for  ft ;  For  if  he 

hid  smyten  ^  yaiage,  ^cu  sholdist  have  I-he  ^ed.     But  ioke  nowe 

«n  the  myioifr,  and  teU  me  what  ptm  seist"    **  Now  he  takith  an 

o^  aiowe,  and  wclB.  ahito  ajen.*'    ''  Do  Aenste,^  iinop  the  Cletke, 

as  ^  djd  afoie,  er  ellis  ^  shalt  he  ded.**    And  ^erfore  the  kajjlk 

patte  ail:  his  hede  yndlr  ft  waten    And  whenne  he  had  so  y-don«, 

ke  laisid  hit  vp  ajMi,  And  seyde  to  fe  derke,  **  He  makitll  sorowe 

Bowe  more  y^M  onj  man  wM  trowe,  For  he  smot  not  pe  ymage ;  And 

he  Cijed  to  my  wi^  sdyng*,  )Mkt  if  I  f ayie  the  thircl  tyme,  I  am  bat 

ded  my  seUb,  And  ^yne  hnshond  shaH  lyre ;  And  my  wif  maki^ 

^erfor  modi  lamentadon."    'Moke  aien,"  seide  ye  derke,  "and  tdl 

me  what  he  do^."    ''Forso^"  seide  he,  ''he  hath  bend  his  bowe^ 

and  gottK  ny  to  ^  ymage  for  to  shete^  and  ^erfor  I  diede  noit 

gietly.**    ''Do  ^erfoie,*^  seide  the  derke,  "do  as  I  bade  doo  afoie^ 

and  dred  fe  no^yng*."    So  ye  kny3t,  whenne  he  sawe  the  schetsf 

diawe  his  bowe,  he  swapte  his  hed  Tndir  ye  watir,  as  he  dyd  afoze; 

And  thenne  he  Ioke  it  Tp  ajen.  And  lokid  yn  ye  myrovr,  and  he  low) 

witA  a  gret  myrtft.    "  I  sey,"  qnod  the  derke,  "  whi  lawjist  yaa  soof  * 

"For  tiie  ardier  wold  have  y-edx)t  ait  the  ymage,  And  he  hatb 

y-sdiotte  him  sdfe  in  ye  longen),  and  lyeth  ded ;  And  my  wif  makitll 

soiowe  iriih  onte  ende,  And  woH  hyde  his  body  by  hire  beddys  syde." 

")e,  Str,"  quod  the  derke,  "now  you,  haste  yi  lif  savid,  do  3eld  to 

me  my  mede,  and  go ;  farwdi"    Thenne  the  knyjt  ^af  him  mede  as 

ke  welt  aske.    And  ye  knyjt  went  hom,  and  fond  ye  body  vndir  the 

bedde  of  his  wif ;  and  he  jede  to  ye  Meyre  of  ye  towne.  And  told 

him  howe  his  wife  hadde  don  in  his  absence.    Thenne  when  ye 

Keyre  and  ye  statys  sawe  yia  doyng,  ^y  made  ye  wif  to  be  slayne, 

And  hire  herte  to  be  deportid  jn  to  yre  parteis,  in  tokne  and  em- 

sampiU  of  veniannce.     And  the  goode  man)  toke  an  oyer  wif,  and 

Itire  endid  his  lifFe. 

*  leaf  160,  badK,  col.  2. 
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Seitli  nowe,  goode  men;  ^is  esnp^roar  I  CaH  owre  lord  ihera 
Criate  j  ^  empire  is  ^is  wordle,  in  whidi  ia  moc&  ado^rsite ;  For  afi 
^t  is  in  ^  wordle  ofer  it  is  f aLs  couetise  of  flescH,  or  Ms  coaetise  of 
yen,  or  prowde  of  lif.  The  wif  that  lovith  not  hire  husboncl  is  ^i 
flesclly  ^t  dispisith  idi  werkis  that  |>e  spirits  loyitlL  Now  in  spek- 
ing*  gostely  of  ^is  mater,  while  ^t  a  man  goit&  in  pilgn'mage,  Serys^ 
that  is  to  sey.  In  werke  of  ony  goode  dede  to  be  fnfi-fiUed,  Thenne 
the  flesh  spekith  with  ye  mgromandery  bcQ.  ^e  deviH ;  And  ^at  he 
doth  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  gmochith  ajenst  ye  spiiiit,  and  sesith  fro 
werids  of  penaoncey  wherby  ye  spirit  may  be  slayne.  For  it  is  as  ^ 
'apostifi  seith,  Caro  caneupiscU  aduermu  jpiritam,  ^et  tpirUui  advenua 
eamenif  This  ib  to  yndirstonde.  The  flesch  desirith  thing  ^t  is  ajenst 
ye  spirits,  And  ye  spirit  desirith  thing  ajenst  ye  flesch.  The  cleike 
^t  helpith  ^e  knyjt  is  a  discrete  confessour  or  a  prechour.  Which 
techith  a  man  How  ^t  he  shaH  defende  him  a^enst  ye  dartys  of  ye 
AbvOL  This  nigromanoer  [that]  is  ye  deviH,  biginnith  to  schete  aa 
axowe  att  the  ymage, — ^what  is  ^tt  The  Eeson^  w»tAin  a  mafi.  But 
beware  ^t  he  hit  not  him  -with  his  arowe,  bcU.  Envy  or  anarice.  For 
if  he  doy  wtUioute  donte  he  shatt  dye  in  euermoie  lastyng*  deth.  And 
^srfore  yaa  most  putte  downe  yjj^  hed, — ^what  is  yai%  Thyne  old  lif 
of  synne,  and  entre  yn  to  ^  bath  of  confession).  And  ^oa  most 
hold  in  thy  bond  a  myrour,  bcQ.  holy  doctrine,  ^  prelatis  and 
prestis  enerj  day  shewith,  by  ^e  which  yon  shalt  see  bB,  perilis  yei 
perteynith  to  ^i  soole.  And  also  holdyng  downe  of  ye  bed  in  ye 
bath,  is  to  be  redy  to  goo  vndir  ye  joke  of  penance,  and  submitte  ye 
to  it  that  shaU  be  enioyned  to  ye ;  and  ^t  is  not  haid,  witnessing 
ye  saniour  him  selfe,  wher  he  seith,  Jugum  metaa  miaue,  et  amu 
moan  leae,  Lo  1  my  joke,  he  seith,  is  swete,  and  my  chaige  is  lights. 
And  if  y<m  do  ^ns,  no  donte  of  ^u  shalt  stonde  ajenst  aB,  the  shotis 
y§i  ye  deriH  can  shete  to  ye;  And  his  shotis  shall  tume  to  his 
owns  sorowe,  and  encresing  of  his  peyne  in  ^e  bed  of  heH,  wher  he 
uYiaXt  be  buryed.  Now  ]Mtn  most  a  prelate  honge  the  wi^ — what 
bymenyth  that  ?    Forsoth  ^at  conscicTis  and  discrecion)  late  ye  flesh 
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be  hongyd  on  fe  iebet  of  penauncoi  Of  ^  whiob  man^  of  living  ^ 
ApoetiH  spekitli  ^  Sutpendium  elegit  anima  mea,  This  is  to  aey,  my 
aoule  hatii  chosen  fe  iebet^  bcU.  doyng  of  penaunoe.  And  mffesr  ^ 
herte  is  departid  ynto  ihie  porteysy  that  is,  the  flesll  is  devidicl  ynto 
^le,  BciL  piaying*,  Almysdede,  and  fistyng.  And  thenne  ^oa  shalt 
take  a  new  wif;  bcU.  a  spirit^  obediente  to  a  new  gon^maonce ;  And 
thenne  per  conseqaens  paa  shalt  have  eu^mioie  lastyng  lif  ,  Ad  guam 
no9  et  voaperdueai,  Ac 

[IL] 
EMPERATOR  LUCIUS. 

(of  a  KVIOHT  who  assisted  a  SKRPSNT  AGAINSV  a  TOAD9  Aim  WAS 

IN  TUBN  SAVED  BT  IT.      HASL.  MS.  7888.) 

Ludas  was  a  wise  Empennir  legnyd  in  fe  Cite  of  Borne,  yn  fe 
hoQsof  whom^wasa  nobiH  knyglLt^,  ye  whidl  knyjt  as  heiode 
or  jede  in  A  Certeyne  day  in  etnndis  of  fe  emperooi'y  he  sawe  af er  a 
sequent  and  a  toode  fijt«  to-geder ;  Bat  fe  tode  hadde  i^  ^  victorie, 
and  ny  oiMrcome  fe  serpent  And  'whenne  the  knytll  sawe  Jns 
bataiHy  he  com  to^  An  smot  the  toode,  afid  deliaared  ^  serpent  fio 
detli.  So  aftirward  whenne  the  kny;t  was  on  Ids  bed,  and  grete 
loboTir  ^t  he  hadde  on  the  day  Afore  made  him  to  slepe  hard;  And 
alle  ^  tyme  ^  toode  haci  folowid  him  afer.  And  whenne  the 
knyjt  was  a-slepe,  ye  toode  enteryd  in  to  his  becl,  And  jede  vp  on  )»e 
brest  of  ye  kny3t,  afore  ye  herte.  And  ther  he  fastenyd  his  ujg  feete. 
And  when  ^e  kny3t  was  wakid  of  his  slepe,  he  perceyvid  ye  toode, 
and  wtt^  a  lerdnesse  depyd  his  Chambirlayne,  and  bad  him  to  geete 
a  lijt.  And  whenne  the  candeti:  was  li^t,  yey  sawe  lolly  the  toode 
sitting  on  his  brest ;  And  none  of  hem  might  pluk  it  awey  -with  no 
dafte.  And  ^enne  seide  ^e  knyjt,  ''Alias!  ^is  is  ^e  toode  ^at  I 
tmot  for  ye  serpent ;  Alias !  now  it  woti:  sle  me."  And  so  sat  ])e 
toode  alle  ^at  ;eie,  and  secke  his  bbd,  in  maner  of  a  childe  att  ye 
pappis  of  his  medir.  So  that  the  knyjt  was  ny  distroyd  and  lost, 
Kelhir  yer  was  no  leche  that  my;t  helpe  him.  Tho  ^is  kny^t  made 
his  testament,  and  made  him  redy  'to  his  deth ;  And  ofte  tyme  be 

'  iprit,  MS.  *  leaf  151,  ool  2. 


Tsid  to  ligge  nj  ^  fire,  for  to  hane  comfort  and  recieaoioxd  of  pe  fire:. 
And  as  he  lay  in  a  oerteyne  tyme  by  the  fiie,  in  s^yngia  and  giyni- 
XDgia,  he  lokid  toward  ^  dare  of  f^  ha^  and  he  aaw  }e  uerpeaai, 
whidl  ^t  he  belpe  a^onst  fe  toode,  atonde  in  the  dote.  And  anoon^ 
^  kn^yt  eiide  to  hia  sdraaufitk,  and  aeid^  ''goo  je  ent  of  ye  haH 
eehon,  for  I  ae  it  for  whoa  lore  I  S9^e  thia  tenMoi;  for  I  trowe 
that  now  be  wcXl  fijt  wtift  thia  toode,  that  ikm^  noyi>  bnl"  An4 
ehaigid  hem  fat  f^  ahnlJ  come  ajen  witK  oote  delay,  whenne  he 
eryde  after  hem,  yu  yei  shtdde  helpe  ])e  serpent  in  aH  ^t  ^  my^te 
a^enat  ye  toode ;  For  if  ye  toode  alo  ye  serpent^  ye  same  toode  woli 
ide  him  after.  And  the  semaunitis  ^ede  out  of  the  haH  echon* 
And  the  serpent  enterid  in  to  ^  halle ;  And  whenne  ye  toode  saw 
hkn  come,  he  drow  out  on  of  his  feet  fro  ye  hrest.  And  after  ye 
aecunde,  and  so  ye  third,  and  ye  f  ortlL  And  he  sterte  to  ye  serpent, 
in  ye  myddts  of  ye  hafi,  And  yer  thei  fomjte  to^eder.  And  whan 
the  kny^t  aawe  yHs,  he  waa  ynly  glad,  and  cryde  After  hia  aeroauntis, 
and  seide^  **heLpiy  bow,  helpe,  helpe,  eS.  that  hen  my  meynyl" 
And  whenne  ye  seraaontit  hirde  hire  lerd  ciye,  they  come  in  inth  a 
awift  conra,  and  alow  the  toode  withe  staffia  and  swerdia.  Tho  pt 
aerpent  ascendid  in  to  ^  hrest  of  ye  kny^t,  *wher  aa  the  toode  had 
y-fastenycl  his  feete ;  And  yn  ye  same  plaoe  wher  as  the  toode  had 
aette  his  first  foote,  he  dxow  out  aB,  ye  venyn)  ysX  waa  lefte  in  ye 
kmy)t>  and  [caat]  it  out  afore  i^  men.  And  pen  ye  knyjt  com- 
manndkl  to  lus  semauntej,  pat  pei  shold  jeye  awete  milke  to  p» 
aerpent ;  And  ao  it  was  y-do  in  dede.  And  po  pe  serpent  drow  t» 
the  dore,  and  bowid  doim  his  hede  to  pe  knyjt^  As  thonkyug*  him  £ar 
saving  of  his  life ;  And  after  pat  pe  serpent  was  no  more  y-aeyn),  and 
the  knyjt  receiyicl  hele,  And  endid  faire  hia  Mfe. 

XOBALin. 

Dere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  the  iadir  o  heveme;  The  knyft 
m  wery  good  cristin  man  that  lovith  god  wtt&  perfite  herte ;  The 
aerpent  is  our  lord  Iheeas  Crist ;  And  pe  toode  is  pe  devifi.  Theiae 
two  fowte  to-geder  yn  to  pe  time  pat  pe  toode,  bcU.  the  deyiH,  had 
ay  pe  victorie,  In  so  moch  pat  he  hadde  ny  take  in  to  his  power  aH 
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his  peple^  afoie  ye  Advente  ^of  criste.  And  fertor,  man,  do  m  dj4 
^  knyte;  bolpe  ^  lord  ajeiut  the  devffl,  by  dojng  of  xii€ritoij 
workiB,  and  so  he  shafi  be  oonfbondid.  So  at  ^  laste  ye  deviU:  had 
enyanemyd  aii:  nuMkynd,  And  lay  Tpoo)  our  bxeste^  and  hM  in  ^ 
bond  of  asrnitate  of  synne,  adL  ooze  first  fadezisy  wiA  aS  hire 
oispringe;  And  dzowe  ham  to  heU,  vnto  ye  time  yei  ye  seipent  oodi 
ajen,  setZ.  our  loid^  Ihsfu  Cnstey  yet  sterte  in  to  ^  eroese^  and 
fowie  yer  with  ye  toode,  and  cast  out  bR  ye  venym  of  synne^  bi  his 
blessid  passionl.  And  ^«rfor  we  sholde  jeve  to  him  swete  mylks^ 
ecH  by  shewing  of  goode  werids  of  kyndnesse.  Abstinence  fro  synne^ 
and  almysdede;  And  ^enne  witiiowte  dowte  we  shuH  ende  fidre^and 
have  the  Uiase  of  heyeii). 

[HI.] 
EBCPERATOE  DEOCLICIANTTS. 

(of  TBI  HAOIO  mAGB  AND  THB  BNOHANTBD  OHABBIEB-    BJLSL.  MS.  7888.) 

Deodidan  was  Empsrour  in  ye  Cite  of  Bomoi  in  ye  Empirs  of 
whom  was  a  philosophrs,  eallid  Lenoppus,  ye  which  had  hi  his 
enlte  sette  vp  an  ymage,  ye  which  put  out  an  bond  wtt^  a  fyngsr, 
and  Tp  OB  the  fingsr  was  wietyn  wordis  pereuie  hie,  That  is  to  sey« 
Smyte  here.  This  ymage  stode  yer  long,  &  many  a  day  aft^r  ye  deth 
of  ye  philoeophie;  and  many  come  to  ^is  fing^,  and  Badde  the 
superscripdon^  but  ^y  vndirstode  it  not,  &  th^rfore  yei  hadde  modi 
marvaile  what  it  shuldl  mene.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme  yer  com  a 
clerke  of  fen'  contreyB,  and  of te  tymis  he  sawe  ^is  ymage^  And  yiB 
finger  wit^  ye  scripture.  And  in  a  certeyne  day  he  toke  a  shoviH, 
and  dyggyd  in  the  erth,  Tndir  ^ye  superscripcioi).  And  anon)  he 
fond  a  hous  of  marbiH  Tndir  ye  Ert^ ;  and  thanne  he  went  down)^ 
and  enterid  in  to  the  haH,  and  ym*  he  fond  so  many  riche  iewelis 
and  manrdous  ^ingys,  that  no  tunge  cowde  tdl.  Ai tir  ^is  he  sawe 
a  bord  or  a  table,  i-sprad  wtt^  rich  metys  y*nowe  yer  yppoii).  thenne 
he  lokid  afer,  and  sawe  stonding  a  cbarbuncle  stoii),  the  which  jaf 
li;t  ou6r  aH  the  hous ;  And  ajenst  bit  8to<$  a  man),  with  a  bowe  in 
his  bond,  ledy  for  to  schete.     This  clerke  perceivid  wett  this  sight, 
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ftnd  ^nte,  ^  I  t^  ^  sijtll  wheime  I  am  a^go  hens,  no  maid  woS 
trowe  me,  And  yericft^  I  yrcXL  take  00m)  of  ^ia  goode,  in  tokne.  ho 
atirte  to  ^  bord,  and  tooke  a  f aire  gilt^  cowpe^  and  put  it  yp ;  And 
anoon)  the  man)  miih  y^  bowe  dieet  to  the  charbnncleston),  so  soore, 
that  it  ^ede  on  sandie,  and  ^  was  9&  the  lijt  agoid,  And  ]»e  hone 
was  taSi  of  dorknease.  And  whenne  ^  derke  sawe  ^,  he  wepte 
aoote,  for  he  inate  not  how  to  passe  out,  for  dorknesse ;  And  ^eyfoie 
he  dwdte  yw  aiiU^  and  ^er  he  endyd  his  H^,  &e; 


XORALnnL 

Goode  men,  ^Ib  ymage  that  is  thos^  y-paynt,  is  the  deyd^  ^e 
which  seith  eotfrmore,  Percute  hie^  Smyte  here,  that  is  to  sej,  he 
pnttith  in  our  hertea  Erthely  thingis,  And  biddith  ts  take  hem,  but 
he  woH  neu0r  speke  of  hevinly  thingis.  The  olerke  ^at  smytith 
w«t^  the  shoviH  bitokenyth  fe  wise  men  of  ]»is  woidle^  and  ben 
advocatis,  and  pletouriis,  pe  which  by  sotilte  and  wickidhesse  getifft 
}e  goode  of  ^ia  wordle,  and  ye  vanyteys  of  fiB  wordle.  And  whenne 
thei  haye  geten  hem  wtt^  such  worthing,  they  fyndith  many 
manreilous  ^ingis,  ^t  is  to  sey,  dilectabitt  ^gis  of  ^  wordle,  in 
}e  which  yei  haue  gret  dilectatioh).  The  chittbunclestoxd  ^  jevitb 
Kjt  is  fe  yowth  of  man),  ye  which  jevith  to  man  haidinesae  to  hane 
dilectadon)  and  liking '  the  wordly  ^ingia  The  archer  ^t  shetitli 
is  dethy  ye  which  stondith  euermore  redy  in  awaite^  for  to  shete  hia 
dart  Now  the  derke  ^nne  takith  a  knyfe, — ^what  is  thatt  the 
wordly  man,  trowing*  to  haue  «tt  thingis  at  his  owne  wifi ;  Bat  in 
that  trust  The  archer  dietith  att  ^e  Charbundestoii),  That  is  to  sey, 
deth  shetith  his  sdiotys  to  ye  jowth  of  man,  and  smytith  his  strenght^ 
and  his  my^te ;  And  yemte  lieth  'the  yowth  in  derkenesse  of  i^rnne. 
In  the  which  derkenesse  many  men  oftyn  tyme  deyeth.  And  yere- 
fore  lat  TS  fle  aH  lustys,  and  aH  likingys,  and  ^enne  we  schuH  not 
fedle  of  Eudflasting  lijt,  Ad  quam  nos  petducat^  &e, 

>  ^is,  MS.  *  and  liking  an  liking,  H& 

*  leaf  152,  ool  1. 
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[IV.] 
EMPERATOR  TITUS. 

(of  TBI  KNIGHT  WHO  8AVSD  A  OUT  AKD  WAS  UBrORATBFUIiLT  PUT 
TO  DSATH  BT  flOlUB  OF  ITS  UfHABITANTS.      EAML.  MS.  7888.) 

rilytoB  was  a  wyse  Empenmr  i^gnyd  in  ^  Cite  of  Borne ;  and  he 
JL  made  a  lawe,  ^t  eaery  dad  kny^t  shnlcl  be  buried  in  his  annotir 
and  azmya^  And  iff  onj  man)  weere  so  hardy  for  to  spoyle  him  of  his 
armys,  aft^r  ^t  he  weiif  y-bnried,  he  shuld  lese  his  Hfe,  iriih  onte 
ony  ayenst-stondyng*.  So,  strys,  hit  happid  wtt^  Inii)  a  fcwe  jeris, 
^  a  ctfrteyn)  Cite  of  ^  Empire  was  biseigyd  w>t7i  enyions  men  and 
enemeys  of  ^  Emperonre,  in  so  mocbe,  ^t  ^  Cite  was  In  perefi, 
and  in  poynt  to  be  loste^  Ne  \er  was  non)  wtt^  inne  ^  Cite  ^t  myjt 
defend  him aelfe  wtt^  no Crafte;  And  ^erfoie grete sorowe and  mooll 
s^yng  was  in  en^ry  strete  of  ^  Cite.  So  wtt^  Inne  fewe  days  oftsr 
\er  com  toward  ^  Cite  a  faire,  yong,  and  wel&iyng  knyjt;  And 
whenne  ^  eherenteyns  of  the  cite  sawe  him,  Thenking  ^t  he 
semyd  to  be  a  dowty  man,  Thei  prayd  him  9&  to-ged^r  wtt^  a  giet 
Toys,  that  he  wold  fiiclL-saf e  to  helpe  hem  ayenst  theyre  enemeys, 
in  ^t  grete  nede.  Thenne  seide  ^  knyjt,  ''Porde,  sirys,  je  see 
wdB  that  I  haye  noon)  armour  ne  armys,  todefende  yowe ;  And  iffe  I 
hadde,  I  wold  defend  you  with  a  goode  wiiL"  Heryng  )>68  wordee,  a 
grete  worthi  man  of  ^e  Cite  seide  preaely,  ^  Here  beside,"  qTK>]»  he, 
''lieth  a  knyjt  ded,  and  on  his  body  is  goode  armoui',  and  long  hath 
y-loye  on  ]>e  erthe,  as  the  lawe  wold ;  And  J^ore,  str,"  he  seide,  *'  if 
it  like  yon,  je  may  defende  ^e  Cite."  And  so  \\&  yong  knyjt  dude, 
and  armyd  him  iri\h  the  armour,  and  fought  with  the  enemeys,  and 
wan  ^  yictorie,  and  deliu^red  ^e  Cite  ho  penH ;  And  after  he  putte 
yp  a^en  pnuely  the  armour  in  the  sepulcre.  But  ^  were  fals 
traytourys  of  );e  same  cite,  that  hadden  indignacion)  and  euTie  ^t 
he  wan  so  ^e  yictorie ;  And  went  and  accusid  him  to  [the]  luge, 
sayng*,  ''  The  lawe  of  the  Emperour  is  such,  that  if  ony  man  with- 
draws othir  spoile  ))e  dede,  he  shuld  be  ded ;  And  such  a  knyjt  hath 
y-epoylid  such  a  ded  knyjt  of  his  armoui',  wtt^  the  which  he  clothid 
him,  and  ^defendid  ]>e  Cite ;  And  yerioxQ  we  aske  of  you,  ^t  it  be 

'  loaf  152,  col  2. 
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procedid  i^enst  him,  as  owitli  to  be  don  a^en  a  breker  of  ^  lawe  of 
ye  Emperoor/'  Then  ihe  luge  made  the  kny;t  to  be  Itake,  and  to 
be  brought  afore  him,  and  per  he  Beprevid  him  of  such  a  trespace. 
And  ^nne  the  kny^t  answerid,  and  seide,  **  Sire,  hit  is  wieten,  that 
of  too  Evelis  fe  lasse  EyiU  is  to  be  chosyid.  For  it  is  not  ynknowe 
to  you,  ^t  ye  cite  was  in  gret  peritt,  And  if  I  hadde  not  take  ^t 
annotir,  I  hadde  not  deliu^red  ye  dte,  nor  yow  nei^ ;  And  ^erfore 
me  thenkith  I  sholdl  ra^  have  hye  honour  and  thonking  of  you  for 
mygoode  dede,  than  such  viJany ;  For  I  am  y-bioujt  hediras  a  thefe 
to  be  hongid.  Also,  sire,  ano^  reson^  is  for  me.  who  so  with- 
diawe)»  ony  thing*  thefly,  he  purposith  not  to  beie  it  i^en ;  But»  sir, 
it  was  not  so  witht  me,  For  yo^  I  toke  as  in  borowing  ^e  armour  of 
ye  ded  kn^t»  to  deliuar  the  Cite  yer  w»t^  as  soone  as  I  hadde  de- 
'li?eryd  ye  Cite,  and  hadde  ye  vietorye^  I  bare  the  armour  ajen,  so 
tiwt  the  dede  had  his  owne,  as  ye  lawe  wdl  it"  Then  spake  ye 
luge,  and  seide,  **1  sette  cas,  ^at  a  thefe  make  an  hole  in  a  hous,  for 
to  take  out  good,  and  aft^r  to  bring  it  ajen,  I  pray  |»e,  laajjtf  kt  see, 
•ay  whedir  doith  he  wele  or  not"  ''Sir,"  qaoy  the  kn^^t,  ''Some 
tyme  1M  such  holiyng  and  perforacion  goode^  and  not  wikkid,  as  if 
ony  ^irle  or  make  an  hole  in  a  feble  walle  of  a  feble  hous,  in  entent 
yeHi  ye  lord  of  ye  hous  make  ^e  waH  stronger,  for  perifi  of  thefis,  J>at 
yei  eatie  not  so  lijtely,  if  thei  come."  Thenne  seide  the  luge,  "sir, 
yof  such  p^oraciou)  be  goode,  and  don  for  ^at  ^e  waH  shuld  be 
made  moore  sikir  and  stronger,  jit  is  yiolence  y-made  to  ye  lord  of 
ye  hous;  and  so  with  ^e.  For  yo^  yat  yon  dudist  goode  wtt^  ye 
aimys  of  ye  knyjt,  jit  y<m  dudist  violence  to  ye  dede,  in  that  ^u 
toke  away  his  armour."  Thenne  seide  ye  knyjt,  "  Sir,  I  seide  to 
you  erwhile,  )»at  if  too  Ivelis  wei'  commaundid,  ^e  lesse  were  to  be 
chosyne,  And  that  Ivifi,  by  doyng*  of  which  comith  good  and  profitf, 
shold  not  be  y-callid  an  ItcH  dede,  but  a  goode  dede  ^at  was  like  to 
an  IviH ;  as  thus,  loo  1  K  ^  weere  an  hous  in  ye  dte  I-sette  afire, 
and  bigonne  to  brenne,  weere  it  not  better  to  drawe  downe  ye  hous 
yaJk  stondith  next,  or  eUee  ^at  ^i  take  fire  also.  And  so  a&  ^  cite  be 
brend?  And  so,  sir,  ^e  armour,  If  I  hadde  not  ^  taken  it  out  for  a 
tyme  ye  armour  of  the  dede  knyjt,  ellis  ye  Cite  and  je  idi  shuld  haue 

'  leaf  152,  bock,  ool.  1. 


IT.  TBI  cxmufBruL  orrunoffs.    ifORAun.    eiml.  TSii.      11 

1)611  distroyd."  Thenne  the  luge  hering  his  resonabiH  and  his  wise 
answerisy  he  myjt  jeve  no  dome  ajenst  him.  Bat  the  fiedse  tiaitoiirs 
that  accusid  biniy  dowe  him,  and  morderyd  him,  and  perioTe  was 
made  grate  soiowe  in  ^e  Cite.  And  ^nne  thei  bniyed  ^  body  of  }e 
knj^t,  worthely  among  hem  in  a  newe  sepnlcre. 

XOAALITB. 

Woiflliipfiifi  Senfl^  ^is  Emparonr  is  ^  Fadir  of  henene.  Hm 
dty  bisegid  is  fis  woidle,  the  whicli  is  bisegid  with  derelis,  and 
iritA  synnys ;  And  iH  ^t  were  in  ^  Cite  were  in  poynt  to  be  loste^ 
when  all  ^t  were  afore  the  passion)  of  Criste  were  in  ^  power  of  ye 
deviH,  and  myjte  not  helpe  hem  selue.  The  yong  knyjt  ^t  comytll 
to  ^  cite,  BciL  that  is  to  sey,  to  ])e  wordle^  is  oare  lord,  fe  dojtj 
werroicTy  ihefa  eriste,  ^t  hadde  noon  armour,  seti  manhode,  Tnto 
fe  time  that  be  had  gon  ynto  J^e  sepnlcre,  Bed.  fe  wombe  of  the 
blessid  Tiigin  seynt  MariOi  by  ^  annanciadon)  of  the  aongd, 
Mying<9  8piriiu$  mLDdus  rnqferumiei  in  te.  Ecee  eoneipie»  ei  parim 
fiUum^  &e.  And  so  he  toke  in  ye  wombe  of  ye  virgin  maiie  ye 
armnie  of  the  dede  knyte,  eeiL  kynde  of  ye  first  ftdir  Adam ;  And 
yer  he  tojte  with  ye  enemeys  by  his  blessid  passion,  and  deliaared 
the  wordle,  wtt^  all  mankynde,  fro  perifi.  And  ^nne  he  put  ye 
armour  ajen  in  ye  ertK,  whenne  his  body  was  put  in  ^e  sepulcre. 
Bat  ye  Citeseyns,  ^t  is  to  say,  Jewis  and  paynyms,  ^03  yei  were  of 
peple  yat  cnst  come  for  to  save,  ^t  ^i  accusid  him  to  pilat,  and 
alegid  yer  ajen  hym.  For  ye  Emperour  and  his  lawe,  this  seying*,  Si 
hune  dimUHSf  nan  es  amieua  Cesarie,  This  is  to  sey,  Ifie  yon  leve  him, 
and  sle  him  not,  you.  art  not  Frend  ne^^r  trewe  to  ye  Emp^rour;  for 
after  ye  lawe  he  owitK  to  be  dede.  But  jit  ^e  luge  cowde  not  jeve 
dome  him  selfe,  as  yej  askyd,  but  committyd  him  to  hem  ajen ;  and 
yenne  yei  slowe  him,  and  morderyd  him ;  and  in  ye  thirde  day  he 
ros  firo  his  deth,  and  after  ascendid  vp  to  ioye  and  glorye.  Ad  quam 
noe  perdueatf  qui  cum  PtLtre  ^  Sj^iritu  iSeoic^,  &c. 

[-4*  the  next  Story  appears  oho  in  the  Second  Version  of  the  Oeda^ 
Additional  MS,  9066,  British  Museum,  this  latter  text  is  printed^ 
solid,  under  that  from  Harleian  MS,  7333,  and  has  he4m  collated  with 
MS,  Kh  I.  6,  in  the  University  Library,  Cambridge,  The  various 
readings  are  sitofcn  in  the  footnotes.] 
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[v.] 

EMPEBATOB  BETOLDUS. 

(of  THB  WOICAN  WHO  WAS  IXPBISONED  FOB  ADULTEBT,   TOGBTHBB 
WITH  HBB  INFANT  SON.      EABL.  MS.  7838.) 

etolduB  legnyd  a  wis  Emperouie  yn  ))e  Cyte  of  Borne;  ^  wbicK 
oideynyd  for  a  lawe,  that  exwrj  woman  ^at  tooke  an  o^  man 
than  hire  hosbondy  ^at  ^i  ahtdd  be  put  to  peipetadi  prtaonl 
There  was  a  knyjt  hadde  a  £Edi6  wife,  ^t  tooke  an  o^  yndir  him,  and 
in  avowtry  was  wttA  childe ;  and  ^^rfore  by  the  kwe  ^is  woman)  was^ 
demyd  to  perpetuaH  prison),  In  ]»e  whiclL  pnson)  ache  bn^  fortll, 
and  bate  a  £Edre  childe,  a  aone.  This  child  wex  ynto  the  age  of  vg 
jere.  The  lady  his  modir  Tsitb  en^ry  day  gietly  to  aorowe  and  to 
wepe.  In  a  day  ^  childe  sawe  his  mod^r  wepe ;  he  spake  to  hire, 
and  seide,  *'  Modir,  why  wepist  ^  %  idi  me  ^  cause  of  ft  sorow- 
ing*."  ''  A !  deei'  sone,"  quo^  she,  **  1  have  gret  cause  to  sorowe,  and 
fovi  eke ;  For  ouar  our  hedis  ys  passage  and  goyng*  of  peple,  and  fere 
ahynittL  the  sonne  in  here  derenesse,  and  solas  fer  is  y-had ;  and 
fau,  and  I  bu)»  here  in  perpetuel  derkenesse,  In  so  modi  ^t  I  may 

*  leaf  152,  back,  col.  2. 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  M8.  9066.] 
n.  (leaf  8.) 

Betaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Home  reigned,  a  faXk  wise  man ;  that  made 
a  law,  that  what  woman  that^  were  wedded,  and  were  take  in 
ayowtnrye,  her  husbond  liyyng,  She  shuld  be  take^  and  put  into' 
perpetuett  prison).  H  There  was  that  tyme  a  knyght,  that  had  a  rigjht 
fBure  wyf*,  that  did  avowtry,  and  was  with  childe,  IT  wherfor,  after, 
the  law,  die  was  put  Into'  prison) ;  and  *ther  she  was,  and  the  child 
also,^  tille  he  come  to  the^  age  of  vij.* ;  and  the  modir  every  day 
wept,  and  sorowed  bitterly.  H  The  child,  whan  he  saw  his  modir  so 
wepe  and  sorow,  he  said  to  her,  '*  0  !  modir,  whi  wepe  ye,  and  for 
what  cause  are  ye  so  sorye  !  "  IT  The  modir  said,  **  0  1  my  swete  sone, 
a  grete  cause  have  I  'so  to  sorow,^  and  thou  also ;  ffor  above  ouie 
hede  there*  is  a*  transite  of  men,  and  there  the  sonne  shyneth^^  in 
his  clerte,  and  all  solace  is  there,*'  and  we  are ^'  in  a  contynudi 

*  Owi,        'in.        '  done  in.        *  and  when  fyme  oome,  she  had  a  fajn 
Bone  in  the  prisone,  and  there  the  child  was.  *  Om,  *  vQ.  men, 

^  to  wepe.        •  Oni.        *  a  gretc.        *•  is  ehynyng.        "  Om.        "  are  here. 
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not  see  ^  ne  ))oa  me ;  And  J^ore  alias !  that  eoar  I  was  bore  yn  to 
^  woidle."  Thenne  spake  the  childe  to  his  moder,  **  sudl  loye  or 
sucll  lijt  as  ^oa  spekist  of^  sawe  I  neoar,  and  perioire  I  knowe  not 
what  it  meenytli ;  For  here  in  ^is  derkenesse  I  was  y-boie,  and  fer- 
fore  if  I  have  mete  and^  diynke  y-nowe,  it  were  plesing  to  me  to 
dwelle  here  stille,  ail  the  days  of  my  life.  And  fertote,  modir,  I 
pray  ye,  wepe  not,  but  make  me  solas  and  comfort,  and  chore  me." 
In  bR  the  tyme  of  this  lamentacioid  bitwene  ])e  mod^r  and  fe  sone^ 
the  emperonrs  stiward  stod  ouar  hire  hedys,  and  htud|  and  hadde 
gret  compassion)  and  pite ;  and  went  to  fe  emperour,  and^  knelid, 
and  praide  for  hire  delyodraunce ;  and  the  Emparour  grantyd  his 
bone,  and  soo  they  weei*  delynerd,  &c. 

XORALin. 

Seri%  fia  Emperonr  is  fe  Fadir  of  hevene,  ^  ordeynyd  a  lawe^ 
that  if  ony  woman),  &c«  bcU,  If  ony  sowle,  ^e  whicb  is  spouse  of 

>  an,  MS. 
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derknesse,  so  giete,  that  thou  may  not  se  me,  ne  I  the.  Alias !  alias  I 
that  eyer  I  was  conseiyed  of  my  modii'."  If  The  sone^  said,  "  O  I 
swete  modir,  suche  a'  loye  and  lyght  as  ye  speke  of  saw  I  neyei', 
ne  perseiyed,  for  I  was  born)  here  in  this  derke  prison) ;  but'  while 
I  haye  here^  plente  of  mete  and  diynk',  it  ploasetH  me  wele  to  liye 
here  att  my  Ijf'tjme.  And  therefoi^,  modir,  wepe  not,  but  shew  me 
solace,  and  so  shall  I  shew^  to  you."  %  Wliile  this  lamentacion)*  was 
made  bitwene  the  modir  and  the  sone,  The  Steward  of  the  Emperour 
stode  oyer^  her  hedes,  and  herd  her  wordes ;  and  whan  he  had  herd 
her  Vordes,  and  her*  lamentacion),  he  had  rewthe  on  hem,  and 
went  ynto*  the  Emperoui',  and  kneled,^®  and  praied  for  the  modir 
and  the  sone,  that  thei  myght  be  deliyered  out  of  prison).  IT  The 
Emperour,  that  was  mercyfutt,  graunted  that  thei  shuld  be  delyyered, 
So  that  yf  the  woman  trespassed,  *efte  sones,^^  hei^  payn)  shuld  ^'  be 
dowbled.  and  so  thei  were  delyu^red,  and  the  woman  Uyed  holilye^ 
att  her  lyf-time,  and  ended  in  pease. 

Dedkrado.  Erendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heyen),  that 
made  this  law,  that  yf  a  wedded  woman,  that  is,  the  soule,  the  whiche 

>  chUde.  •  Om.  •  for.  *  Om.  *  Om, 

*  wemytacioo.  ^  aboue.  *  Om.  '  to.  '*  knelyd  on  his  kne 

"  eft  8one.  "  ihalle.  "  holyly  afterwarde. 
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gody  trespassid  in  ayowtrye,  Bcil.  In  eny  dedly  synne,  Thenne  hit 
schuU  be  demyd  to  parpetael  pnson)  of  h^  And  perfoie^  fovi 
soule,  if  ]k>u  trespace  in  ony  dedly  synne  ajen  ^  wiH  of  yi  lord 
gody  }i  spouaey  fotf  whictL  synne  fon  art  dampnabiH  in  to  sucK 
a  prison)^  Thenne  behovitb  the  gretly  to  sorowe  and  wepe.  For  ]K>a 
art  ^anne  a-fiondrid  ho  }e  lijt,  and  fro  pe  glorie  of  hevene  above 
fine  heJ.  The  sone  ^at  aeitli,  as  long  as  I  may  have  mete  and 
drinke  y-nowe,  bitokenitll  ^e  Biche  and  pe  my^ty  wordly  maid  of 
fbi  irordle,  fe  whicH  in  hire  hertis,  when  prelatis  and  prachonrs 
epekitH  to  hem  eueTiasting  li^t  and  loye  of  hevene,  thei  aey,  "^ 
ye  whilis  we  may  be  heere,  and  have  sadl  solas  and  comfort  as  we 
have,  we  sette  not  bye  ofer  hevene,  ne  rddce  we  how  long  we  bide 
in  snciL  derkenesse  of  synne,  and  of  thraldom ; "  and  ^t  is  gretly  to 
be  sorowid.  This  stiward,  ^t  herith  this  lamentacion),  ys  onr 
lord,  that  heritht  the  pnueteis  of  ^oor  hertys,  and  lovitll  contricioi]) 
for  synnes.  What  doith  ho )  He  goitht  to  ye  Fadir  ot  hevene,  and 
piaith  for  vs  to  be  loosid  fro  ^o  hard  blynde  hertis.  In  so  modi, 

>  leaf  153,  coL  1. 
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is  goddes  wyf*,  do  dedly  synne,  [she]  shall  everlastyngly  be  take  to  the 
pr^on)  of  belle,  yf  she  dye  in  dedly  synne,  and  wille  not  amende  her. 
f  Wherfor,  yf  thi  soole  have  done  avowtrye  ayenst  god,  that  is,  dedely 
^i^rnne,  grete  cause  of  sorowyng  thou  hast,  For  thou  art  departe<) 
from  the  light  and  the  loye  of  heveii).  %  The  sone,  tbat  said,  **  while 
I  have  plente  of  mete  and  drynk*,"  By  h3nn  are  vndirstonde  thise 
grete  worldly  men,  that  whan  Ihei  here  speke  of  the  grete  light  and 
blisse  of  heven^,  thei  make  no  force,  for  they  have  here  wel&re  and 
likyng  of  the  world ;  IT  And  also  men  of  holy  chirche,  whan  thei  preche 
of  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  grete  glorie  and  blisse  that  is  in  heven) ; 
And  some  say  as  the  sone  said,  IT  **  Have  we  plente  of  metes  and 
drjrnkes,  and  solace  of  the  world  in  all  thyng,  we  desire  no  thyng 
of  the  loye  of  heveii)."  IT  Thise  ben  heretikes,  of  hem  that  saiden), 
that  is  gretly  to  sorow.  The  Steward,  that  herd  the  lamentacioii)  of 
the  modir  and  of  her  sone.  Is  core  lord  Ihera  crist  in  heveii)  above 
V8,  that  knoweih  all  oure  wordes,  and  aB.  oure  werkes,  and  the  lest 
thought  of  oure  herte ;  IT  And  whan  he  hereth  the  lamentacioid  that 
we  make  for  our  synne,  he  hathe  rewthe  and  compassiou)  of  vs,  and 
lovoth  mekell  that  we  have  contriccioD)  of  oure  synne.  IT  Than  he 
gotb  to  lus  fadir,  and  besely  praieth,  that  we  may  be  dely vered  out 

>  leaf  8,  back. 
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that  if  we  ynA  ts  selfe  be  deliveryd  oat  of  prtsoii),  we  mow,  And 
come  to  eo^lastinge  bUssOy  and  ])e  lijt  above.  Ad  guam  nos  et  voe 
perdueaif  Ac 

[VL] 
TSMPEBATOB.  POMPETOS. 

(how  THS  lamb  KAN  AND  THB  BUND  ICAN  FOUND  THBIB  WAT  TO 
THB  BMFBBOB's  FBAST.      HAML.  MS.  7338.) 

Pompeios  was  a  wise  Emperoor,  regnyng^  in  fe  cite  of  Bome ; 
And  he  lete  make  a  proclamacioD)  yoi^  eS.  his  Empire,  ^at  he 
wold  make  a  gret  geneiafi  f  este,  And  ]»at  all  pooi'  and  Ricll  shtdd 
come  to  ^at  feste ;  For  fey  shtdd  [not]  only  be  wele  y-fed,  But  also  that 
^i  shold  have  many  faire  jiftis.  whenne  the  bed^  hadde  y-makiJ 
this  pn>cIamacioD),  Ther  lay  by  the  wey  too  feble  men,  a  blynde  And 
a  lame.  Thoo  ]»e  blynde  seide  to  ^  lame,  his  felowe,  ''Woo  be 
now  to  me  and  to  ^  For  how  may  we  too  do !  The  Emp^rour  hatli 
makid  sucli  a  prodamacioii),  ^at  he  woH  make  a  general!  feste.  And 
who  that  en^  comitK  thedir,  he  shaH  Fare  wele  of  metis  And  drinkis. 
And  also  be  avanncyd  for  euermore ;  And  I  am  blind,  and  fou,  art 
hoDB,  And  ^erfore  ney^  of  vs  may  come  fere.*'    "3%**  quo^  ^e 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

of  prison)  of  synne,  yf  we  wille ;  And  so  it  f olowitil  we  sbi^  have 
the  everlastyng  light  and  loye  and  blisse  of  heveii).  '^o  the  whiche 
biynge  vs  eB.  Hie  merdfnH  lord  and  pacient  lord  Jhe^a  crist !  Amen. 

[  XL.  leaf  66.  ] 

POmpeins  in  the  Cite  of  rome  reigned,  a  fuH  wise  man,  and 
amonge  othere  ye9*tues  he  was  right  m^rcyf ntt ;  wherfore  he  did 
Crie  throw  onte  his  Empire  a  feste,  that  eu^ry  man)  rich  and  pore 
shnld  come  to  the  feste,  and  i^  fqt  comen  to  the  feste  shuld  not  only 
be  fedde,  but  he  shold  hane  many  giftes.  when  the  bediH  had  pro- 
clamed  this  throw  onte  idi  the  Empire,  there  were  that  tyme  twoo 
feble  meii)  lyeng*  by  the  way;  oon)  was  halte,  and  the  tothere 
blynde.  The  blynde  man)  saide  to  fe  Crokyd,  *'  Alas ! "  he  saide, 
''woo  is  the  and  me  ;  how  mow  we  do!  The  Emperour  ^ hathe  do 
crie'  a  grete  feste  general!  to  aB ;  and  who  that  'Euer  comyth  thid- 
dere,  he  shidi  not  only  haue  a  feste,  but  also  many  giftes.  I  am 
blynde,  and  thou  arte  Crokyd  and  feble,  and  may  not  go ;  and  I 

^  leaf  56,  back.  >  cried,  MS. 
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lame  man,  "  I  shaii  shew  pe  a  goode  wit  infiacaa;  and  if  foo.  wolt 
do  after  my  conaeile,  faa  ahalt  not  repente.  Now  herken  me ;  I  am 
lame  and  feble,  ^at  I  may  not  goo,  but  I  may  see,  And  fou  art 
strong  and  swifte  of  foote,  bat  pon  may  not  see.  Take  me  vpon  ^i 
bak,  and  bere  me,  And  I  shaH  teche  fe  the  rijte  way.  And  so  we 
bo^  shnfi  come  thedir."  ''  This  is  a  goode  conseile/'  seide  ))e  blinde 
man,  "  oome  vp  fast  vpon)  my  bak,  and  teche  me  ^'i^te  wey,  as  fon 
seist^  and  so  we  ho&i  shoH  come  thedir,  I  trowe,  as  ^u  seist,"  &c 

MORALITK. 

Dere  frendis,  ^is  Emperour  is  our  lord  ih^m  criste,  pai  halli 
y-made  a  generaH  proclamacion),  And  a  generafi  f este,  acil.  the  loye  of 
hevene,  to  pe  whicb  ioye  he  hath  callid  ail  mankynde;  for  he 
deniitil  to  no  man  ^at  ioy,  if  pej  wott  come  per  to.  By  ^is  lame  or 
halting  man  bn)^  vndirstond  prdlatis  of  holy  chirche,  as  ben  pre- 
chonis,  and  confessours ;  and  pel  ben  callid  lame,  or  halting  men, 
for  ))ey  have  not  of  hire  owne  to  lyve  WitA,  bat  of  tythin^,  and  of 
almys-dede  of  secalers.  By  pe  blynde  man  we  shuH  vndirstond  fe 
lewde  secalers,  ^t  ben  blynde,  yn  as  mocK  as  )«i  conne  not  ^see  the 
right  way  toward  ioye ;  and  ^erf ore  iff*  theise  too  men  w(A  oome 
to-geder  to  pe  feste  of*  Hevene,  pe  blind,  bcU,  pe  lewde  men,  most 

■  leaf  153,  coL  2. 
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may  wele  se,  and  thou  arte  stronge  and  myghty,  and  may  not  se.** 
he  seide,  **  thou  croked  man),  thou  shalte  tdce  me  on  thi  back,  and 
bere  me,  and  I  wil  lede  the  by  the  right  way."  and  so  they  did- 
denDi,  and  comen)  bothe  to  the  feste,  and  ressayued  grete  mode  amonge 
other ;  and  so  they  endid  here  life  in  pease. 

[Dedaraeio.']  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  oore  lorde  Iheia  criste, 
the  which  bathe  done  crie  a  feste  genere^  that  is,  the  Ioye  and  the  bliase 
of  pe  kyngdome  of  heuyn) ;  to  the  which  Ioye  he  bathe  called  a&  man- 
kynde,  for  he  denyes  it  to  none  that  wil  come  to  hym.  Be  the  halte 
and  croked  are  vndirstondyn)  prelates  of  holy  chirche,  prechoors,  and 
confessours,  abbottes  and  prioures.  thes  are  halte,  for  they  ban  no 
thing*  in  propre,  in  alse  mych  as  they  lyuen)  ofte  sithes  of  almes  of 
otheore.  Be  the  blynde  we  i^uli  vndirstonde  the  lewde  men),  that  are 
blynde,  for  they  know  not  the  right  way.  therfore  if  thes  ij.  wil  come 
to  the  feste  of  the  kyngdome  of  heuyn).  It  bebouys  that  the  blynde, 
that  is,  the  lewde  men),  bere  the  halte  men ;  tho  be  the  prelates  of 
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liolde  rp  }e  laame  men,  neH  men  of  holy  dmdl,  thoroj  ahnettw 
cStjngj^  and  tendingys ;  And  ttiat  o^,  8c»2.  men  of  holy  Chirdl, 
most  leede  that  o^  ^  wey  by  hire  connyng*,  Cleigy,  and  khoor  of 
techiag*;  And  ^enne  ehutt  both  come  thedir,  80i7.  to  fe  ioye  of 
herene,  wher  yey  ahnfi  not  only  have  feste^  bat  eoerlasting  meedd 
and  i^one^  Ad  quam  noB  &o. 

[aeotmd  Venion.    AddU.  MS.  9066.] 

the  ehinhe^  and  othore  menl  of  holy  ohixche,  enatenyng*  hem  be 
tythes  and  obladoni^  and  othere  almeae.  And  pnelatea,  and  other 
men)  of  holy  chirohoi  aie  holdyn)  for  to  teche  hem,  and  Enfonnne 
hem  the  way  towaide  heuyn),  where  is  not  al  only  a  feete  for  a  tym^ 
But  tiieie  we  afaoH  hane  many  precionae  giftea ;  Tho  be  the  loyea  an^ 
bUflsea  that  neoar  ahaH  hane  Ende.  to  the  which  bryng*  va  ooro 
Icxrde  Them  exiate^  to  ^  f eate  riatt  ^  is  in  he^yne,  wit^baten  Ende  t 


£MP.fi»ATOB  ADBIANITiSL 

(of  TBI  8BBPKNT  AMD  THB  TOAD.) 

Adrian  regnyd  Emperonr  in  ^  Cite  of  BomCi  the  which  witbinne 
a  IxtiH  while  hadde  loet  his  sijt;  And  he  ordeyned  for  a  hwe, 
that  ^  shnld  be  hongyd  a  belle  In  the  myddis  of  ye  Cite,  And  edl 
man  ^t  hadde  eny  canse  peX  shnld  be  shewid,  sholde  lyng  ^ilke  beUcy 
And  ye  Inge  shold  come  to  sitte  in  his  semioe,  -with  oute  delay ;  And 
if  any  man  Rnnge  ye  belle,  and  hadde  no  cause,  he  shnld  be  ded* 
So  it  happid  in  A  time  aft^r  yia  lawe  was  made,  A  serpent  had  made 
his  nest  mdir  ye  Roope  of  yia  belle.  And  brojt  forth  his  briddis  yere^ 
whenne  tyme  was  by  natore.  And  aft^  afi  ^,  In  a  hoote  day  of 
fomsr  the  serpent  toke  afi  his  briddis  with  him,  And  )ede  in  to  ^ 
feld  of  sporting ;  And  while  she  was  absent,  yer  com  a  toode,  and 
eatrid  into  ye  nest.  And  whenne  ye  serpent  come  ajen,  she  sawe 
}e  toode  ocupied  hire  place ;  and  she  fo3t  with  the  toode,  but  she 
mijte  [not]  hane  ye  victorie,  but  ^t  ye  toode  contynnely  helde  hire 
nest ;  And  For  she  sawe  ^t  ye  toode  myjte  not  be  on«rcome,  she 
kppid  hire  taile  aboute  ye  corde  of  the  belle,  and  so  rang  ye  belle, 
by  cause  ^t  ye  toode  vnsijtfully  occupyed  hire  nest.     And  whanne 

OKSTA.  s 
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the  luge  was  come  down),  as  lawe  was,  lor  to  utte  in  iogement^  hf 
SKwe  ]»is  si^t^  and  jede,  and  tcdde  idi  ^t  he  sawe  to  [the]  emperoiBw 
And  ^  Emperonr  seide  i^n,  ^*  Ano<m  goo  dowii),  and  ale  y^  toode^ 
that  the  sarpent  may  have  hire  owne  nest ;  and  so  he  dude;  And  ^ 
sflorpeat  enteiid  hire  owne  i^aee^  and  dwdte  stiUe  w&t^  hiie  briddiab 
After  ^t  it  happid  in  a  tyme,  )»at  )»is  Eipperoiir  wepte  soote.  And 
loidis  and  knyjtis  yaX  were  abonte  him  come^  and  eomf ortid  him,  in 
afi  that  ^  m^^te.  ''Nay,"  qno^  he,  '^howe  ahidd  I  be  gh^l,  now  I 
have  y-lost  my  8i3t  t "  And  soone  aftw  J>at  ^  fin^peronr  had  made 
^  hunentacioii),  ^  fbneide  serpent  enterid  in  to  hys  chambre ;  And 
whenne  ^  Emperonis  seraaontis  sawe  ^  serpent^  fA  tolde  it  to  the 
Emperonr.  tho  seide  the  emperoure,  ^  I  qhai^  yoo,  ^that  no  man 
kdte  hire  to  come  to  me,  for  y  tiowe  yoX  ^e  dudi  do  yon  no  hanne^ 
ne^  to  me."  The  serpent  come  to  ^  emperonrs  bedde,  and  att  ^ 
last  ^  serpent  openyd  his  moatii  oner  \^  visage  of  the  emperonr, 
and  kte  fidi  a  litiH  stone,  ^i^  ^  whidl  ^  emperonr  leoeivid  his 
si)i  And  aH  men  thonkid  god,  ^  so  hatb  coinf ortid  ^  emperonr 
by  ^  serpent,  for  whom  he  kte  sle  ^  toode,  &c. 

This  Emperonr  may  be  y-Callid  emperonr,  ^  which  hatb  j-nada 
akwe,  or  a  goode  life,  that  a  b^  shai  be  y-Ronng.  This  bett  is  not 
ellis  bnt  eoBsciens,  ^  whidl  owitb  to  be  Eonnge  ajen  ▼ioi&  And 
^enne  ^  Inge,  setZ.  Besos)^  owitb  to  come  doii\  when  conscienoe 
meritll  him  to  ^eve  dome  bitwix  ^  ▼%  Inwittis  i  For  bnt  if  ^  wen 
y-do]]),  we  riinlde  be  in  grete  peryl,  as  ^  Apost^  seitli,  Ornne  guod 
fit  eanira  canseieneian^  ediftoabii  ad  ignem.  gekenne^  This  is  to  sey^ 
Att  that  is  y-doxi)  a^enst  conscience^  bilditb  toward  ^  fire  of  hdle. 
And  for  to  spekyn)  goetely,  a  man  is  ofte  tjrmys  bliad  thoij  dedlj 
synne,  ^t  lettith  his  si^t ;  And  y^X  is  gretly  to  eorowe  for,  as  dnde 
the  emperonr.  The  serpent,  >at  bilditil  vndir  \%  belle,  is  onr  lopd 
iheen  Criste,  ^  whicll  bilditli  in  a  perfite  herte,  yndir  a  dene  and 
an  holy  oonsdenoe ;  And  yer  he  gende^tll,  seiiL  bringitH  fortb  goode 
▼ertuys.  And  he  goithe  by  the  medewe,^  sett,  out  of  snd&  • 
ccnsciencey  witb  his  briddis,  wQ.  yertnjrs,  whenne  it  is  infeete ;  And 

*  leal  168;  back,  ed.  1.  *  aMdewewe^  MB. 
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^nne  oomiib  ft  toode,  aetZ.  fe  deneH,  and  entriffi  into  ^  nest^  adIL 
fe  herte  of  ^  gynner.  But  fhenne  }e  serpent  comytK  ajen^  nail,  our 
lord,  whenne  ftit  he  haffi  pyte  of  our  wietchidnease;  Thenne  lie 
comitlly  ftiid  knoekitli  at  fe  doie  of  our  hertys,  as  it  is  wtetin  in  the 
gospdly  Seee  do  ad  BosHum^  et  ptiUo;  m'  quia  michi  appenuarit^ 
eenabo  cian  i2b,  d  tjMe  meetim,  This  is  to  sey,  I  stond  at  \e  doie, 
and  knocke ;  who  ]Mtt  openitli  to  me,  I  shaH  sopye  wit^  him.  And  Ke 
wvt/i  me.  Bnt  alias  I  for  ^is  toode,  so/.  \e  deveB,  legnyd  in  ^ 
hettis  of  numy^  so  etrong^ye  yxtn  hir  continnannoe  of  synne,  and 
not  doyng  penaance,  that  god  may  not  come  yn, — ^what  is  Bemedye 
^erfoief  Fonotli  for  to  dmwe  at  \e  eoide  of  )«  grace  of  god,  %cSL  for 
to  aske  gmee^  And  ixn  to  eette  ^  conscience  in  to  a  elers  way ;  And 
)nnne  did  god  entre  into  ^yn  herte,  And  he  schaUe  jeve  to  )Nd  a 
stone,  sdL  Tertne,  \k  \e  which  ^  sonle  ahaS  have  li^  Ad  ^fidm  iNMf' 
pfBtducoL    AvusL 

[  vm.  ] 

EMF£fiATOB  FOLUCXTLUS. 

(of  THB  WnS  AND  THB  VOCNUSH  XVIOHTB.) 

'"T^ollicalas  was  a  wise  Emperoar  ife^yd  in  fe  Cite  of  Bome ;  He 
mA  was  merdfnH,  and  rijtwis  in  his  werkis,  And  he  made  a  worthi 
JL  tour  in  ye  Eeet,  In  ye  whidi  he  pat  aH  his  tresour  and  precins 
lewelis ;  And  ye  wey  toward  ye  Cite  was  stony,  ^my,  and  scroggy ; 
And  iij.  aimyd  knyjtys  were  in  ye  same  wey,  to  fi)te  wttA  aH  y$t  etaer 
come  in  y$i  wey  to  ye  forsaide  dte.  And  ye  forsaide  Emperour  made 
a  proclamacion),  ^at  il  yer  were  ony  man  y&t  wolde  goo  to  ye  cite  by 
^t  wey,  and  ousroome  yoo  yte  knyjtis,  Whenne  he  come  to  the  cite, 
he  shnlde  hane  habundance  of  att  maner  richesse  &  iewels,  at  his 
owne  wille.  And  afWr  yia  he  made  to  be  sette  in  ye  north  ah  o^er 
Cite,  in  ye  which  he  had  ordenyd  a  perpetoefi  peyne,  And  alle  maner 
iewelis ;  And  the  wey  to  ^is  Cite  was  faire,  and  swete  to  smelle,  and 
dilicins  to  goo  Inne ;  And  in  yia  wey  were  iij.  kiiyjtys,  for  to  re&esshe, 
and  calle  to  gestenyng  or  to  ostery,  AH  fat  went  by  the  wey.  And 
ye  Emperoor  lete  make  a  proclamacion),  that  if  ony  come,  and  entrid 

*  oT  Biany  of  msay,  M a  '  leaf  153,  back,  ooL  1 
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into  ^  Cite,  he  sbuld  be  bound  bond  and  fooie,  and  cast  into 
prMone,  and  abide  yere  ynto  ^  comynge  of  fe  lusticey  for  to  stond  to 
bis  dome.  Nowe  }er  dwelte  In  a  cite  twej  kny^tis^  }Mtt  bijte 
Jonatbas  and  Firing  Ibis  Jonatbas  was  a  vise  man,  and  Firius  was 
a  foolcy  bat  grete  love  was  bitwix  bem  too.  In  a  day  Jonatbas  seide 
to  Pirias,  ''Deere  freode,^  ^er  is  y-made  a  proclamacion)  bi  aH  ^e 
empire^  fe^t  ^  Emparoar  batb  sette  a  dte,  in  ^  wbicH  is  i&  bis 
trnome ;  And  if  ony  man  may  entre  into  it,  be  sbatt  baye  gret 
mqltitiide  of  tiesoore;  And  ^erfoze  it  is  my  conseile  tbat  we  goo  to 
^  Cite.''  '' FozsottL,"  quo^  Pirias^  "it  is  goode  conseilei  And  I 
assent  ^rto,  tbat  it  be  do."  Tbenne  }&  wise  knyjt  spake, ''  If  so  be 
|at*  fori  wolt  do  aftar  my  oonsailci  I  pray  the  bit  me  drinke  ^i 
blode,  and  }oxl  sbalt  dzinke  myne,  in  tokening*  thai  aeij^er  of  tb 
slii^  foisake  o)»er,  In  wele  ne  in  woo."  **  I  assent^"  quo^  ^  fole 
knyjt  And  so  they  were  lete  blode,  and  ey^er  dianke  of  otbezis^ 
bloode,  and  so  ]>ei  jede  tbeiie  way.  And  whan  tbei  bad  made  pe 
iotimey  of  ig.  days  toward  fis  cite,  in  wbicb  yej  sbolden  finden  ^ 
tresour,  ^i  come  in  a  certayn)  place,  where  were  twey  weyes  to  be 
chosen,  scU.  tbat  on  stony  and  thorny.  And  that  o^er  spedns  and 
fidre,  sett  aboate  withe  HleLs  and  Bosis.  Tho  spake  ^  wise  man, 
''loo !  here  ben  two  weyes,  as  ^n  seist;  NeuMbelee,  if  we  goo  by 
this  stony  &  scougy  wey,  it  shal  lede  vs  to  ]»e  plenteooos  cyte  )Mtt 
we  deeuEB."  "^  Ber"  seide  y^i  opeff  "I  have  greete  mervaile  of 
yon,  For  I  trowe  m(»e  to  myne  owne  yen  than  to  your  wordis.  For 
I  see  wel,  and  so  may  je,  ^  ]ds  ^wey  is  stony,  and  vnesy  for  to  goon ; 
and  as  I  bane  y-burde  say,  there  ben  in  it  i\j.  Armyd  men,  for  to 
tome  Ts,  or  to  fi)t  with  Y8,if  we  come  ^mn ;  And  ^erfore  y  do  ]»e  to 
knowe,  y&t  1  wol  go  by  ]ds  wey,  and  not  by  ^t"  "Certayne^" 
seide  ftX  o^,  "  and  if  we  go  by  ^at  wey,  we  shal  be  led  into  }& 
Cite  tbat  is  in  ^  north,  where  as  is  no  marcy,  but  gret  sorowe  and 
care,  to  aH  ^t  goith  f^rto."  "  3«,  je,"  qno^  fe  foole,  "  ^is  which  I 
see  opynly  wol  I  trowe  more  than  snch ;  And  ^erfor  I  wofi  algatis 
bolde  it."  Tho  spake  }e  wise  man,  "Now  sith  I  dranke  ^i  bloode, 
in  tokne  of  frendship,  f orsoth  I  w(^  not  late  ^  goo  aH  one,  what  so 
wer  bappe  vrith  me  in  tyme  to  come."   So  ^  too  kny3tis  jede  forth 

*  frendii.  Ma        '  |»t  )«t,  M S.        *  ftokenig,  Ma        Meaf  164,  cdL  1. 
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onfiBwey;  And  anoon  iy.  kny^  nMtte  wiffi  hem,  And  leceivid  hem 
wonhipfiilly,  and  aerrid  hem  as  lor  oo  nyjt ;  And  on  ^  mozowe  pej 
aioae^  and  (ooke  hire  wej  iowaid  ^  feiaaide  Cite  of  the  nor)L  And 
anoon  as  ^  wen  wit^  Inne  ^  Citei  the  (^Msh^poUya  And  the  myniataa 
of  the  Emperonr  mette  wttA  hem,  and  aeidei  "Siria,  what  doo  |e 
here  in  ^ia  dtel  For  it  ia  long  «^n  aitlL  je  wel  knewe  what  wsa 
^  lawe  of  fm  pfaM^  And  ^erf oiei  aarisy  je  moat  haae  fe  lawa.'' 
Anoon  yei  hood  the  wiae  knyjtei  and  put  him  in  prtaon^;  and ^ 
fond  kny^t  }ei  caat  in  a  dieb  place.  And  so  it  happid  after  aH  thSi^ 
y&i  }e  domja-man  come  to  fB  CUb,  for  to  aitte  Tp  on^  breken  oC.|ie 
lawe.  And  anoon)  aH  |at  were  in  prtisoii)  append  afose  f^  Ii^ 
Among*  }e  whidl  come  feB  too  knyjtiSy  ]»tt  ia  to  aey,  }e  wiae  kiij|t 
and )« lewde^  acA  the  wiae  Imyjte  oat  of  priKH]9^  And  ^  lewde  ki^^ 
out  of  ^  didL  Anooo^  the  wiae  man  aeide^  ''Sir,  I  make  hai^ 
oompkynl  Tpon)  mj  folowe,  and  aey  that  he  ia  canae  of  mj  dallL 
For  whenne  hotbe  we  wei'  atwene  ye  too  weya,  )at  ia  to  a^, 
ye  Cite  of  pe  Seat  And  >is  Cite,  I  tolde  to  mj  felowe  the 
of  ^  Cite,  And  ye  profit  of  ^t  oyer;  And  he  wolde  ziot  trowa 
me,  bnt  aeide^  that  he  txowid  mox^  to  hia  owen)  yes)  yen  to  me;  And 
for  he  was  f ekwe^  I  wold  not  late  him  goo  by  him  aelf e,  but  eome 
wit4  him;  And  ^arfore,  air,  I  aay  ^  he  ia  canae  of  my  deOL'' 
Thenne  spske  ye  lewde  kny^te,  and  aaide,  ''air  he  ia  gilty  of  my 
detii,'  and  I  shatt  tdl  you  canae  why.  For  je  knowe  wele  echcid^ 
that  I  am  a  foole.  And  he  is  a  wise  man,  And  ^erf ore  he  ahold  not  ao 
lately  haae  levid  my  lewdenesse,  bat  I-goo  ^e  goode  wey ;  For  if  yei 
he  had  lefte  ^at  wey,  I  wold  at  ^e  last,  haae  folowid  him."  Then 
spake  the  lage,  ''For  yai  yoa  ao  li)tly  consentedist  to  his  lewidneaae. 
And  ^00,  foole,  for  yom  wddist  not  folowe  ye  consaile  of  ^  wiae  man, 
Therfore  I  dome  yowe  bothe  to  be  hongyd.**  and  ao  it  happid  in 
dede ;  And  aH  men  ^hiely  oommendid  ye  lage,  yei  ^afe  ao  ri^^itfoliy 
a  doom,  &c. 

'  leaf  IH  col.  S. 
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SiiiSy  yi»  Emparonr  is  to  TndinUmd  oar  Loid  fheta  ensL  The 
Cite  in  fe  Eett  is  ye  kjngdom  of  herene^  In  }e  whicb  is  tiesoor 
mtoldy  Bat  to  ^  Cite  is  a  ^otny  wej  and  ft  shsip,  setZ,  pensonee 
end  tribnlacioiil  in  er^ ;  For  it  is  wietyn)  thas,^  Aria  et  angugta* 
sii  via  que  dueU  ad  vUam^  Tliis  is  to  se j,  Strait  and  disesy  is  fe  wej 
|at  leditli  to  Ufa.  And  in  fiM  ben  kny^^  i^.  boQ.  fe  flssK,  ye 
If  ordlsy  and  ye  deril^  wtt^  ye  whidl  yaa  most  %t^  and  haae  ye 
Tietoiia^  or  tbowe  oome  to  Herene.  By  ^e  Cite  in  ye  Northe  is 
TBdizstond  Hdl|  As  it  is  wietiny  Panddur  onme  malum.  This  is  to 
s^y  fro  Jie  north  shaH  be  shewid  aH  IysB.  And  to  yie  Cite  in  |ie 
Bortll,  )at  is  to  Tndirstond  Hellei  is  a  broode  waj.  And  is  bisette 
wiih  many  thingis  dileetaUe ;  And  by  yie  wey  goitii  many.  By  ye 
i(|.  knyjtis  )Mtt  ben  in  yie  wey,  ^  fyndith  necessaiijs,  ben  Tndir- 
stond ptyde  of-  lyfe^  Cooetlse  of  jed^  And  Coaetise  of  fles!!,  by  ye 
wbidi  iijj.  a  ivieochid  man  is  gretly  dditid  ^  for  ye  tyme^  And  lad  to 
the  Cite  of  Helley  yei  is  fiiH:  of  soiowe.  And  by  ye  y.  knyjtisi  edL 
ye  wise  man  and  ye  lewid  man,  ben  yndirstonde  ye  sonle  and  ye 
flsdl ;  For  ye  soule  is  wise,  and  ye  fieall  is  euer  lewid,  and  bnxom  to 
do  EtIL  Theise  y.  ben  fslowis,  &  isstenyd  to-geder,  Ibr  to  stonde  to 
wde  or  to  wa  The  soule  dhose  ye  wey  Of  penaunce,  And  in  aH  ^ 
it  may,  it  steritii  the  fieali  ^^rto.  Bat  ye  lewde  flesK,  yet  hatti  no 
mynde  of  pertlis  yet  ben  to  oome,  takitll  dilectacioxi)  of  the  wordle, 
and  fleitii  ^e  way  of  penaunce ;  So  ^t  in  tyme  of  deth  ye  soide  is 
y-bondoD)  in  ye  prtsone  of  belle.  And  ye  flesh  is  castyna  in  to  a  dich, 
ecU.  a  gnye  or  a  boiyeH.  And  when  ye  domys-man,  set?,  our  Lord 
ihsta  crist,  comyth  to  deme.  Than  ye  soule  shatt  pleyne  Tpon  ye 
flesh,  And  ye  flesh  ypou)  ye  soule.  But  ye  domys-man,  that  wdft  not 
be  stoppyd  for  prayer  ne  for  mede,  ShaH  ^anne  dampny  ye  eoule,  tat 
she  folewid  ye  insUgadoxi)  of  ye  flesh,  And  the  flesh,  for  it  woJde 
obeye  and  triste  to  ye  soule.  And  ^erfoie  late  tb  study  to  tame  our 
flesh,  |at  it  obey  ynto  god.  And  so  by  aigument  we  shuH  haue 
eusrlastyng  life  In  blisse.  God  giaunt  ys  ^  of  his  endeles  msrey ! 
Qui  cum  patrdf  &e. 

*  this,  MS.  '  angustis,  MS.  «  and  for  MS. 
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(«■  mMfbY  BHOffi.      OF  A  KHMST^  WHO  BWrOSU)  ▲  PitIH0I8B  IKI'XHI 
SDrOMily  AHD^  OV  aiB  COUnnTDB  TO  HIM.     MAML.  if&.  liM.) 

^TTIracbezieas  was  a  wise  Emp^ronr,  VQgnyng*  in  )«  Gtts  of  Bomfl^ 
Jl  fhewhidihaddeaftdiedoater;  And  whanne^Emperourwas 
In  hk  dfitll-beddey  he  bequafhe  to  his  dowter  aH  his  Empire.  So  what 
tyme^aCertajmellrlehnideof  thisyaft^r^detliof  ^  EmpemoTy 
he  come  to  y%  dameselley  and  sterid  hiie  to  synne,  and  anoon  tbs 
damffWfilTe  enclined  to  his  wonfia.  JBo  whanne  )«  dameselle  was 
fflid  -miXk  syiu^  he  pat  hire  ootof  hire  Empire;  And  y^XL  she  made 
bumentacioid  more  than  onj  man  can  trowe,  And  jede  into  an  o^ 
kyngdome  or  contre.  A>  it  happid  in  a  odrtayne  dti j,  as  she  sat  in 
hire  sorowe  and  waf^ng^  she  sawe  afer  oomyng  to  hire-ward  a  ftile 
yooigkilyjta^  Ating  yponafairehors;  &  come  to  hire,  and  salowid 
hito|  aad  askid  of  hire  )pe  cause  of  hire  sorowe.  Tbanne  saide  she, 
''ICy  wmhipftiH  lord,  I  hane  gret  caose  to  sorowe.  I  am  come  of 
grot  hlode  A  BiaB;  the  Emparonr  was  my  fadir,  and  when  hedejds^ 
he  made  me  his  eyi',  for  he  had  no  moo  children  J^an  me.  Whan 
he  was  dad,  yer  come  a  knyjt,  and  spoiled  me  of  m j  yiiginite ;  and 
after  \%  synne,  he  put  me  out  of  mjrne  heritage^  In  so  mocH  that  I 
aske  nowe  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dore ;  And,  lording  mjrne,  if  it  be 
yovrwilley  ^  is  )«  canse  of  my  sorowe.''    Tho  spake  ^  hnyjt^  and 

«  leal  164,  Imck,  ooL  1. 
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[  XLT.  leaf  56,  bacL] 

A  maydyn)  there  was  myghty  and  riohe,  that  had  a  kyngdome 
Endowed  with  aH  goodes,  and  myghty.  that  sawe  an  Envionse 
kyng*,  and  f oH  of  giloSi  and  thought  to  putt  here  oute  of  here  kyng- 
dome ;  nere  the  less  he  wiste  wele,  that  he  myght  not  on^recome 
hire,  ne  make  here  blynde  be  giftes.  bat  he  was  besy  vriih  gile^ 
and  come  to  hire  with  a  &yned  frendship ;  and.  so  prively  he  be- 
giled  here,  and  with  fraade  on^roome  here,  and  Tnrightfully  caste 
hire  oate  of  this  kyngdome.  Than  the  maydyn)  levid  longe  in 
ponsrte  and  wrechidneese,  wantyng*  v^ue  and  richesse,  and  myght 
not  come  agsiyne  to  hire  heritage.     But  tho  sone  of  a  kyng*  moste 
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saide,  ''Now  sotilily,  damyselle,  fiB  is  yveH  I-do,  and  giete  com- 
passioh)  I  haue  on  ^ ;  And  ^^ore,  if  ^u  wolt  graunte  to  me  oa 
thing,  sotMy  I  shsM  &jte  for  thyne  heritage,  and  hehote  }e  the 
.Tietoiie."  **  A 1  lord,  alas ! "  qtio)»  she  '^  for  I  have  nothing  to  jere 
ye  but  my  selfa"  ''And  I  aake  noon  oyer  of  ye^  bat  that  yo^  be 
my  loye,  and  love  non)  so  wele  as  me."  And  ^enne  saide  she,  "  ^ib, 
loidy  and  fat  I  behote  the."  Thenne  spake  he^  "  Jit  I  wcA  haue 
an  o^  certayne  of  ^  as  ^:  If  it  happe  me  to  dye  for  ^  in 
batiH,  and  not  to  have  victory,  ^t  yxk  sette  oat  my  blody  serke  on  a 
percb  afore,  for  twey  skilis;  the  first  is^yatye  sijte  of  my  serke  may 
meye  ye  to  wepe,  as  ofte  tyme  as  yon  lokist  yeron ;  The  seconde  skile 
is,  for  I  wott,  that  whenne  ony  man  comytll  to  ]^,  for  to  haue  ye  to 
yrif e,  y&t  you.  renne  to  ye  serke,  and  biholde  ye  serke,  and  sey  to  yi 
aelfe,  "god  forbede  fat  en^  I  sholde  take  ony  to  my  husbond,  aft^r 
ye  detli  of  f  is  lord,  which  deyde  for  my  lone,  and  Becoaeiyd  myne 
heritage!'"  And  fenne  saide  ye  lady,  "My  worshipfuH  sir,  att  fia, 
wtt^  ye  grace  of  god  I  shaH  fufififi."  And  when  fe  knyjte  harde 
^  ^  he  jafeBatailei^n  the  Erie,  and  hadde]>e  victory.  Neuertheles 
he  gate  his  detli  ther,  and  biqoaf  his  serke  to  his  love,  for  whom  he 
deyde,  commaundyng*  yat  she  shold  holde  covenaunt  Thenne  whan 
ahe  horde  of  his  deth.  She  made  grete  lamentacion)  many  days ;  But 
whenne  she  sawe  his  blody  serke,  att  her  bowelis  weere  troubelyd 
more  than  tunge  may  telle ;  And  hongyd  it  vp  on  a  perche  in  hire 
chambir.  And  at  eu^  tyme  fat  she  lokid  on  f e  serke,  she  wepte  full 

*  leaf  164,  back,  coL  2. 
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myghty  louecl  that  maydyii),  andf  was  steriJ  with  pite,  and  wedded 
that  maydyn,  that  he  had  longe  loued,  that  he  myght  biyng*  the 
maydyn)  agayne  to  here  heritage,  be  victorie  of  bataylle,  that  she 
had  ^  vnrightf uUy  loste.  Therfore  in  batayle  agaynes  the  tyraunte 
he  laughte,  and  gladly  was  woundid ;  neu^r  the  lese  he  was  a  noble 
ootfTcom^re,  and  seide  to  his  spouse,  that  he  moste  deye  in  batayle, 
ande  so  haue  the  victorie.  And  so  the  maydyn)  rose  oute  of  the 
bedde  of  wrechidnesse  and  pouerte,  and  had  hire  kyngdome ;  and 
toke  the  cote-armour  of  hire  housbonde,  that  was  i^  be-epryngeld 
with  blode,  and  hange  it  in  hire  prevey  chambre,  that  it  myght  be  alt 

'  leaf  57. 
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aore.  The  loidis  of  fe  lond,  a^ing  howe  the  Empire  was  wonnei  To 
hire  thejeomey  and  wolde  have  I-hadde  hire  to  wife.  Thexme  whenne 
ahe  had  enteryd  ^  chambiri  and  aawe  fe  Vhdj  matte,  she  aeide  -with 
a  kmentahill:  Yoya,  ^  Allaa  I  ^t  I  ahold  take  onj  huabond,  aftar  ^ 
lord  that  daide  for  me.  And  wan  myne  heritage!"  And  ao  ahe 
anaweiid  to  afi  ^  oome  to  hire  for  that  erende,  and  fayi^  endid  hire 

IjfOy  &C. 

XORAliITB. 

Deere  frandia,  fiB  Emparour  ia  }e  &dir  of  heryn.  ])e  onlj 
doajter,  that  ia  ao  faire  and  ao  freeh,  ia  ^  aoole  of  man,  ^at  ia  made 
to  hia  owne  likeneaae^  to  whom  god  hatli  jevin  and  beqoe^n  hia 
Empire,  ^  ia  to  ae j,  paradiae.  But  ^ne  comitii  an  Erie,  act?.  ^ 
devill;  and  ezdty^  hire  to  aynne,  Aa  whenne  he  aaide,  Quacumqae 
hora  uide  eomederiiit,  erUis  nod  dii,  Thia  ia  to  aeji  In  what  home 
fat  )e  e^rn)  of  f ia  £mte,  30  ahuil  be  aa  goddia.  And  ao,  for  braking* 
of  ye  conuraanndement  of  god,  we  were  aH  y-put  out  of  the  heritage 
of  paradiae  into  )»e  kyngdom^  of  ye  woidle,  and  ]Mit  in  gret  wrecchid- 
neaae,  aa  aeriptare  ahewitlii  In  wdare  mUita  iui  See.    Bat  fenne 

[Second  Version.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

wey  redy  to  hire  aight*.  Aftcrwarde,  be  processe  of  tyme,  come  to  hire 
noble  men,  for  to  wedde  here.  She  answerid,  and  aeide,  that  hire 
houabonde  had  ahewed  to  here  ao  many  tokens  of  loue,  that  neuar 
she  shnld  take  othere  housbonde.  and  if  it  happenyd  any  tyme 
that  hire  mynde  for  frealte  b^one  to  bowe,  be  ddectacion),  Anone 
ahe  roae  rp,  and  wente  into  here  Chambyre,  and  behelde  the  oot»- 
armour  of  hire  honsbonde,  that  was  be-sprjmgelid  with  blode ;  and 
wepte  for  the  dethe  of  here  hooabond,  for  grete  lone ;  and  so  a&  f e 
wiUe  of  weddynff*  aesid. 

[Deoilanuno.j  What  ahuH  we  yndiratonde  by  thia  maydyn>, 
that  hath  thia  ryi^  kyngdome,  but  mankynde  beyng*  in  paradiae  1 
Mankynde  waa  fyrate  in  the  state  of  Innocende,  and  had  gyven) 
of  god  apir/tu^  richeeae,  to  with-atonde  hia  adu^rsarles;  as 
aeynte  Auatyn)  aeithe,  in  an)  Omelioy  the  prince  of  vicea,  while 
he  ou^rcome  Adam),  that  waa  made  of  slyme  of  the  Erthe  to 
the  Image  of  god,  and  armyd  with  chastite  and  clennesse,  arayed 
with  temperaunce,  and  made  shynyng*  with  charite.  The  enemy 
apoyled  oure  fyrste  parente  of  hia  giftea,  and  of  his  money,  and 
goodes,  and  also  slowe  hym).  And  aft^  that  mankynde  was  putt 
oute  of  paradise,  he  was  longe  in  pouarte  and  miserei ;  neuer  the 
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comitb  a  wele  fuie  knyjte  and  a  strongi  set?,  ^t  is  to  sey,  oar  lend 
iham  orist^  ^  whidL  hadde  oompaflsiaD)  of  mankyiide ;  and  he  dzovre 
aiatrimonj  wtt^  ¥8,  ^t  la  to  say,  whan  )at  he  tooke  our  kynde,  and 
hayld  batail  ajenat  the  deviS,  and  gate  our  heritaga  And  ^^rfoie^ 
veriB,  late  ys  do  aa  dnde  }e  dameselle,  late  na  [honge  the]  sedLe,  weik 
a  fresh  mynde,  yp  on)  )«  pexche  of  our  herte,  neil,  to  sey  how»  ftA 
our  lord  ihesn  criate  shadde  his  hloode  for  vs ;  And  ^enne  if  cty, 
8e»7.  the  deviS,  or  fe  flesK,  or  eny  o^  stery  ys  to  synne,  lat  ya 
renne  swiftely  to  )»e  ^3t  of  }e  passion)  of  crist,  and  sey,  feti  we  woH 
haae  non)  o^  but  him  ^t  so  shadde  his  bloode  for  ys,  for  we 
ahold  hane  outlasting  lifld  in  blisse.  To  }»  whictL  he  ys  bring  fliai 
is  Lord  eoerlasting !  Ad  guam  noapmhieat/  Amen. 
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lese  the  sone  of  hyni)  that  is  hieste,  that  iS|  the  Sone  of  god,  lonyd 
lure ;  as  it  is  saide,  wt^  parfite  charite  I  hane  lonyd  that ;  AntJ 
therfore  hanyng*  mercy  I  hane  drawen)  ye ;  the  which  he  weddid  in 
hia  incamacionL  the  Sone  of  god  ynyed  hyni)  to  mankynde  to^ 
fe  dethe ;  and  sA  thoaghe  ^  soole  were  partid  fro  the  bodie,  neosr 
the  lese  tiie  soole  and  the  bodye  with  in  iijj.  dayes  were  ynyed  to  the 
godhede ;  and  feghtyng*  godis  sone  Criste,  god  and  man),  with  the 
denytt,  he  was  slayne  in  bataylle,  and  of  his  yictorie  man)  kynde 
was  brought  agajrne  into  the  kyngdome  of  heuynlL  Therfore  tlia 
aimys  of  oure  spouse  Ihefu  Oiste,  that  so  many  tokens  of  loue  hattia 
shewed  to  ys,  moete  be  hanged  in  oure  preyey  Chambre,  that  ia,  in 
oure  herte  and  in  our  mynde,  that  it  may  be  a  shewyng*  euery  day 
to  fe  Eyen)  of  our  soule ;  as  it  is  written),  the  dethe  of  my  wde  %»• 
louyd  sone,  that  he  suf&ed  for  ^  my  helthe,  moete  aH  w^  be  had  ia 
mynde.  But  oure  Enemeis  drawyng*  ys  to  delectahle  tiiinges,  wolda 
wedde  ys,  and  bryng<  ys  to  synne.  we  AmA  then  anawere  hantf 
thus,  *'  While  I  hane  in  mynde  the  faiode  of  hynaD  that  waa  sokynds^ 
^ande  kyng«,'  how  shuld  I  kjrm  forsake,  that  the  dethe  for  me  woUa 
takef  Nay,  for  eothe,  I  shall  not  so,  for  he  brought  me  from  meikffl 
woo."  Therfore  tume  we  the  Eyen)  of  oure  mynde  to  the  umys  of 
oure  spouse,  that  was  aH  besprengild  with  his  blessyd  blode.  Then 
all  oonfusion),  consente,  and  dilectacione  to  synne  shaU  aese,  hj  ihfb 
yertue  and  myght  of  his  blessyd  passyon)  and  dethe. 

'  leaf  67,  back.  '  These  two  words  seem  mxpttAuaok 
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[X.] 
[EMPERATOR  APPOLANIUS.] 

(of  TBI  VBBiJaSQ  VTAXVE  MADB  BT  VIBOIL^  AND  OF  F00U8  THB  8MITB. 

HASL.  MS.  7898.) 

^Appolaniiis  regnyd  in  Bomoi  fe  wbiclL  maade  to  be  oidenyd,  as 
fcxr  ft  lawe,  fa^  edl  man  sholdey  yp  peyne  of  det!i,  kepe  ^e  day  of  )»e 
butli  of  ^  Empenniry  aa  for  a  f eatfuH  day.  And  yertoie  he  callid 
to  him  Tiigiliey  ^  philojophiey  &  aaide,  '<  Goode  maistar,  I  tiappoae 
welfi^  feti  far  ben  many  treqwasia  don)  a3en8t  my  lawe,  fe  which  ben 
kept  80  priyely,  )Mtt  I  may  not  knpwe  hem;  And  J^erfore  I  wolde 
pray  ye  to  make  for  me  some  (^afte,  by  ^  which  I  may  come  to  the 
knowlich  of  anch  prive  troapace."  So  shortely  to  seyii),  this  Tii;gilie 
made  by  hia  aafte  an  ymage  or  a  statute,  and  sett  him  in  pe  myddys 
of  fe  Cite,  ^  which  sholde  shewe  and  telle  to  fe  meesagers  of  fa 
Emparoor  the  namys  of  hem  ^t  bieke  }e  lawe  of  fe  emperoor ;  and 
lyy  ihia  were  mony  men  accnsid.  In  fiB  same  tyme  fer  was  a  smith 
in  fa  Cfte,  that  was  y-callid  Foetid,  fe  which  helde  not  fe  day  of  fe 

Emperoor.    So  aa  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  ]Mit  fiB  ymage  accusid 

>  leaf  168,  eol.  1. 
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[  m.  leaf  8,  back.  ] 

Appolonins  in  the  Cite  of  Rome  reigned,  that  ordeyned,  for*  a  law, 
that  eche  man  ^iil<)  *holde,  vpoii)*  payne  of  dethe,  the  day  of 
'  hia  birthe  as  an  holy  day.  And  callecl  to  hym  virgile,  and  said 
to  hym,  **  My'  dete  maister,  1  wold  have  the  day  of  my  birthe  kept 
aa  an  holy  day,  bat^  happely  there*  shaH^  be  agayn)  the  law  many 

aaynnes,  "to  brake  it. '  H  Therfore  I  pray  the,  make  snche  crafte, 
le  whidi  I  may  know  the  ^trouthe,  and  who  be  brokers  of  the 
hmJ*  And  he  said,  '*Thi  wills  shalle  be  done."  H  Anoid  virgile  by 
Ida  wyaeba^raft'  made  an  ymage  in  the*  myddes  of  the  Citee  of 
Rome.  So  that  Image^  waa  wonte  to^  ahew  and  for  to  telle  the^' 
ttceasngffTS  of  the  Emperonr  alle  'theyn)  that  diddan^ayenst^'  the 
Emperonra  biddying ;  wherf ore  the  ymace  accused  many.  %  There 
was  that  tyme  dwellyng^^  in  the  Citee^^  a  Smyth,  whoa  name  was 
^Fokus,  that  the  day  of  the  Eraperoui'  oii)  no  wise  kept  halyday.  So  ^' 

'  Om.        *  kepe  on.        ^  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  shold.        ^  Om. 

•  crafte.        •  Om.        »•  The  ymage.        "  for  to.        "  to  the. 

»  hem  that  dyd  agajne.        *«  Om.        ■*  cite  of  Rome.        >«  leaf  9. 

'^  Om. 


28     z.  foouB  TBI  aaxB.     BTOBT.    mtRL,  TStSy  ft  ^IM^.  MM. 

many,  and  he  diadde  ^  moi';  Bat  Erly  in  the  moiowe  he  los,  and 
jede  to  ))i8  ymage,  and  saide,  **Sej  foUf  felawe,  that  accuaiflt  so mony, 
and  tellist  sach  talys,  I  make  avowe  to  god,  that  if  ^u  be  bo  bold 
to  telle  of  me,  I  shaH  bieke  ^ine  hed;  what  loi^  ait  thon T'  and 
BO  he  jede^  home  his  wej.  The  Emperoor  sent  mesaageis  to  him 
in  ye  same  day,  as  he  was  y-wonyd  afoie,  for  to  knowe  who  was  cul- 
pable in  his  lawe.  Whenne  ]»e  messagers  were  y-eome,  fe  ymage 
aaide  to  hem,  ''Hold  Tp  your  hedis,  and  redith  what  is  wiiten  in  my 
fRmi"  And  ^ei  fonnde  pia  y-wreten,  Ten^Mra  muianiur;  Haminea 
deknioraniur  ;  [qui  vdtuerit  veritatem  dieere^  eapid  fractum  habebUl\ 
thisistosey,  'tymysbenchaongid;  and  men  ben  hyndred,  or  tomyd, 
or  I-made  worse;  but  he  ))at  W(A  sey  sotii,  shaH  haue  a  broke  hede,' 
**  and  ^6rf ore  goith  home,  and  teUith  your  lord  aH  ^t  )e  haue  seyne, 
ft  horde,  and  rad.**  They  ^ede  home  in  hire  way,  and  tolde  fe 
Xmperour  aH  ])e8  thingis.  Thenne  spake  \e  emperour,  wtVi  a 
grevous  oontynaunce,  "  I  commaunde  ^at  je  go  ajen  y-annyd,  and  if 
je  finde  ony  ^at  wott  offende  or  threte  him,  bring'  him  to  me 
y-bound  fot  and  bond.'*    The!  jede  i^en  to  \e  ymage,  and  saide, 

■  ^,  MS.  '  and  bring,  H8. 

[Second  Version.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

on  a  tyme,  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  this  ymage  accused^ 
many;  f  And  *on  the*  morow  he  arose  ^  erly,  and  went  to  the  ymage, 
and  saidf  to  hym,  *'  Thou  art  he  that  accuseth^  alL  I  make  a  Yowe 
to  my  god,  that  yf  thou  accuse  me,  I  shaH  breke  thyne  heda" 
Whan  he  had  thus  said,  he  went  home.  IT  The  Emperouz^  the  othei'^ 
day  sent  messangers  to  the  ymage,  as  he  was  wonte  to  do,  that  he 
shuld  telle  hym  trouthe*  of  *hem  that  wroughten)  ayenst^  his  law. 
f  The  ymage  said  vnto^  the  messangers,  *'  lifte  yp  youi'  eyen),  and  se 
what*  is  written)  in  my  forhede."  lliey  loked,  and  saw  this^ 
scripture,  Ths^^  tymes  are  ehcnmge&j  and  men  are  made  wane;  he 
thai  fffitte  telle  trouthe^^  ehcHA  have  a  hrokeiii  hede.  Go^  therfore^ 
and  shew^^  to  youre  loid  that  ye  have  seen  and  radde."  %  The  messan- 
gers went,  *and  shewed  to  the  Emperoui^^^  what  thei  had  seen  and 
xad.  Than  the  Emperour  said,  "  gothe  armed  to  the  ymage,  and  yf 
ye  fynde  any  that  manaseth  hym,  bryng  hym  to  me  bonnde  bothe^ 
nandes  and  feete."  H  The  messangers  went  to  the  Image,  and  said  to 

'  aooosyth.        'at        '  roae,        *  aocumt        *  tother.        '  sothe. 

f  them  that  wrooght  agejn.         '  to.         •  that.  '^  the.         "  Om. 

"  sothe.       *'  Oothe.      **  abewyth.       '*  to  the  Emperoor,  and  ahewytii  hym. 
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^do  ys  to  knowe^  if  ^  be  ony  ^  ihietenitii  }e ;  For  we  ben  ledy 
to  yenge  ^'^  ^^Taldtlly''  quo^  ^  ymage,  ''Focus,  ^  smytli,  for  he 
kepitti  not  fe  day  of  ^  Emparonr."  Anoon  thei  bronjte  }e  smytll 
afore  ^  Empsronr;  and  the  Emperonr  repnevid  him,  for  he  kepto 
not  ^  day  of  his  bortlL  HerkenitH  nowe  the  answere  of  the  smytlL 
— ''Sir,"  he  aeide,  ''me  most  enary  day  nedia  laboore,  and  desdme 
Ti\].  penae ;  And  I  may  not  gete  hem  bat  I  travaile  ferioie ;  And 
^erfore,  air,  I  may  not  kepe  your  day  more  than  oferJ*  Thenna 
nide  fe  emptfronr,  "how  sot  wherfore  most  fon  ^hane  enary  day 
yi^'f "  The  smytH  aaide,  "forsoth,  sir,  for  ij^  me  most  eusry  day 
)elde  and  paye,  As  for  my  dette ;  me  most  leene  \j' ;  spend  ij* ;  and 
lese  y^"  Thenne  saide  fe  emperooie,  "telk  me  this  tale  moss 
exprffisely."  "Sire,"  qno^  l(octi#,  "I  pay  enary  day  ij^  to  my  fidir; 
for  whenne  I  was  yong,  he  spends  ech  day  so  modi  ypon)  me^  and 
for  he  Is  nowe  an  old  maid,  and  may  not  helpe  him  selfe^  I  meet 
nede^  by  way  of  kinde  and  of  reson),  ^eld  him  ii\  Also  I  lene  li*  to 
my  sone^  for  his  snstinannce,  desiring*  that  he  reward  hem  to  ma 

*  leaf  10S^  ooL  S. 

[Second  Versim.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

hym,  "  say  ys  tronthe ;  yf  there  be  any  man  that  manaseth  the,  we 
shatt  take  on  him  yengeannce."  f  The  ymage  saidf,  "  take  Foke,  the 
Smy^  for  he  it  is  that  on  no  manor  kepeth  the  day  of  the  Emperoui'." 
Anon)  thei  toke,  and  ladden)  the  Smyth  to  the  Emperour ;  and  he 
blamed  hym  Hrhi  he^  kept  not  his  day.'  f  He  said,  "  My  lord,  I 
beseche  yon  here  me,  and  yf  I  aunswere  resonably,  haye*  me  excused, 
and  els  1  pat  me  in  yoore  grace."  IF  The  Emperoui'  said,  "  I  shall 
here  the,  and  that  is  right  I  shafi  do."  IT  llie  Smyth  said,  " 'My  loxd,« 
eyeiy  day  I  most  haye  Eight  pens,  and  this  I  may  not  haye  but  yf  I 
wcNcke ;  and  therfore  I  may  not  kepe  'no  haliday,  no  more^  that  day 
than  anothei'.''  f  The  Emperour  said,  "  Whi  must  thoa  haye  Eight 
penal"  f  He  said,  "Foreyery  day  me  must  yeld\j.  pens,  lese  ig.  pens, 
lene  i\j.  pens,  and  spende  ij.  pens."  The  Empa^iour  said,  "  Say  me 
preatly  what  thou  menest  by  this  yi\].  pens."  He  said,  "  ^'.  pens  I 
am  bdiolden)  to  yeld  to  my  fadir  eyery  day ;  for  whan  I  was  yonge, 
my  fiuiir  spent*  on  me  ig.  pens,  and  now  he  is  olde,  and  may  not  hdp 
hym  aelfe^  wherfore,  by  wey  of  kynd,  I  am  beholden)^  to  help  hym; 
therfore  thise  \j.  pens  I  yeld  to  hym  for  his  sustenaunce.  IF  Also  I 
lene  \j.  pens  to  my  sons,  [l^*]  the  whiche  [he^]  is  susteyned ;  that 
'  wbydi.        *  balyday.        '  bathe.        *  Om.        •  Om.        <  qieodyd. 
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ajeiiy  when  I  &H  in  to  age,  and  may  not  woidl,  as  I  do  nowe  to  my 
fadir.  And,  sir,  I  leeae  ^\  that  is  to  sej,  ypoid  my  wi^b."  **  Why 
on  fi  wife  f  "  qno))  ye  Emperoor.  ^  Sir,  for  ^  knewe  neutfr  woman, 
hot  if  she  hadde  on  of  theise  pojrntys,  setZ  ^  is  to  sey,  or  she  woA 
folewe  hire  owne  w£tt,  or  oontrarie  fe  wiH  of  hire  hnsbond,  or  ellia 
she  is  of  an  hot  oompkxioi]).  Abo,  sir,  I  speode  ij*  ypoii)  myaelfe, 
in  mete  and  drinke ;  and  je  wite  wele,  ]ns  is  litel  y-now."  Tho  seide 
ye  emperoor,  **By  my  lewte,  yie  is  wel  answeryd,  and  Besonabilly 
qK)ken."  The  emperonr  deyde  sone  after,  and  focus  ye  smyili  was 
I-choaen  into  ye  Emperonr,  for  the  goods  aoooiite  JMt  he  made  of 
Us  viijj'. 

XORALin. 

Goode  men,  who  is  ]ns  Emperoort  Hope  we  hit  is  our  lord  ihega 
orist,  ye  which  hath  ordeyned  for  kwe^  ^t  ech  man  shold  kepe  ye 
saboth  day.  virgil  that^  payntith  &  settitll  this  ymage^  is  ye  Holy 
gost^  ye  which  settith  yp  a  prechotir,  to  shewe  v^rtays  &  vids,  not 
^Muring  no  moi'  ye  rich  yaxi  ye  peone.  but  nowe  on  days,  if  the 
prechour  seye  soth,  or  tdi  ho  brekith  ye  commaundement,  or  ye  wiH 

I  than,  MS. 
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whan  I  come  to  age,  or  to  poverte,  he  ^  may  ^helpe  me,  *and'  yeld  me 
thise  g.  pens  agayne^  as  I  do  to^  my  fadir.  f  Also  \j.  pens  I  less,  and 
that  is  on  my  wyf."  1"  The  Empcrour  said,  "  Whi  on  thi  wyf  t" 
he  saiJ,  **  Where  *herd  ye^  ever  of  wyf,  bat*  she  wold  have  one  of 
thise  *thre ;  First  she  wiDe  in  any  wise^  have  her  owne  wille,  (x  els' 
contrary  to  her  hnsbond,  or  els*  hoote  of  complexion) ;  and  theifore 
what^*  I  yeve  her,  I  leee.  f  Also  ig.  pens  I  spends  on  my  self,  in  mete 
and  drynk*,  and  that  is  lit^  I-non^^**  Than  the  ^^peroni'  said, 
''Tor  sothe^^  thou  hast  aonsWered  wisely.**  And  so  he  was  excnsedl 
Sone  after  that,  the  Emperoor  died,  f  And  Foke,  the  Smyth,  was 
chosen  to  be^'  l^peroor,  by  canse  that^'  he  so  profitaMy  had  spended 
his^^  vi^'.  pens,  and  so  afterward  he  died  in  pease. 

IT  Dedarado.  Frendes,this  Emperoui'  is  cure  lord  Ihem  Crist,  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  every  man  shuld  halow  the  holyday.  Bf  virgile, 
that  made  the  Image,  to  sey  troathe,  Is  vndirstond  Ihe  holy  gost,  that 
reiseth  yp  the  pred^onr  for  to  preche,  and  shew  vertnes  and  Tioes,  so 
that  he  neither  spare  nother  riche  no  poore,  hye  ne  low.  f  Bnt  now,  yf 

*  that  he.        '  leaf  9,  back.        *  Om.        *  now  to.        *  lawyst  thou. 

*  but  thai        *  y.  other  she  wolde.        *  ellys  she  wolde  he.        *  Oh, 

••  what  10.        ^^  Om.        ^  Om.        ^  Om.        "  thes. 


cf  eriflt^  fenoik  lie  shtB  be  tinefcenyd  of  ye  enemeje  of  eriet^  eeiL 
Ifel  mflOy  fe  wtdA  iK(j}er  loTitk  god,  ney^  hiie  meg^hown. 
And  ^eifote  in^daje  )eft  Imh  Bowe^  the  ptvchovrmayaej  ^woidiii 
y&i  ma^  -wnijn  m  ^  fioiil  of  }e  ynuige,  IVaipom  nmimUur  [ib 
|»q^  i»  j)9«9]i  ISfm je  b»  dunrngyd  to  woiae  to  woiae;  AnmiiM 
MenbmiiliiryTliiiietoeejyiiieiilMii  y-ehaimgyd  or  ben  made  wone. 
— Hour  aof  For  in  tyme  aloie  thei  were  denonte,  blesaid,  and  meke^ 
and  now  }A  bane  no  deaoekxiil^  and  ben  eroeli,  and  wiekid,  and 
hantll  no  aoole;  and  }ef§om  be  tbat  wol  aey  eolk  now,  may  be 
Aenl^  and  bane  a  btolgrn  ^bed.  And  ^erfore  bit  is  nedefiiHy  fai  }er 
ikond  annyd  men  by  fe  procbooTy  aetZ,  goode  werkia,  for  to  be  witk 
bim;  Andif  it  beao^bedaienot  drede,if  be  banewithhimgodand 
ooHlfiMtDeMe,  aa  the  i^matiH  aeyetll.  Si  Deuspro  me,  ^i$  contra  ms, 
Thia  ia  to  aay*  if  Ood  be  iritik  wb,  who  nuty  be  ^enatt— aa  who 
aeyitliy  nooidL  By  fiM  amytll  foeoa  ia  yndiiatond  en^  goode  oriatyi^ 
van;  fe  wUdl  owitll  en^  day  to  wordl  goode  woikyB^  and  ao  ben 
woftbi  to  be  pivaentid  to  }e  'Enrperour  of  HeTene,  by  }e  mynyatria 
of  }e  aame  Emperonri  aetZ.  angeiia  and  holy  aayntiBy  ^t  baTen  taken 
beede  to  bia  goode  werkia.  And  aa  fi»  amyili  jelde  edl  day  to  bia 
ftdir  ij^,  ao  owe  we  to  jelde  to  ome  ladir  of  bevene  o^  too,  )Mtt  ia 

*  leaf  10S^  back,  ooL  1. 
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{he  precboor  say  trouthe  agayii)  synne,  anon)  be  is  that  that  thretetK 
and  manaaetll  by  the  enemyes  of  exist,  that  are  wikkecl  men,  that 
neither  lore  god,  ne  her  Eme^risteiil  f  Wherfore  the  preohour  may 
say  treiwly  in  tibiae  daies  that  was  writeii)  in  the  f oibede  of  the  ymage, 
lymes  are  channgecl,  that  ia,  fro  wikkednesse  into  woiee.  For  olde 
tpies  were  wonte  to  be  to  vs  more  profitable  than  thei  be  now.  And 
men  are  now  made  worse ;  for  thei  were  wonte  to  be  deaonte,  meke, 
and  boxome,  and  now  thei  are  denonte  in  crewelnesse,  and  have  no 
merc^.  f  And  therfore  who  so  saieth  tronthe  in  thise  daies,  he  shdft 
haye  a  broken)  hede.  f  Wherfore  it  is  necessary  that  annecl  men 
stonde  before  the  ymage,  that  is,  the  prechom'.  Tho  are  goode 
weikes  in  every  preohonr  or  prelate  of  holy  chircH ;  And  yf  it  be  so^ 
than  dare  he  not  drede,  sitheid  thei  have  godf  and  trouthe  before 
hem.  For  as  the  Appostett  saitB,  yf  gode  be  wtt^  vs,  who  is  agaynl 
Ts!  f  Foke,  the  Smytii,  that  wrought  as  every  good  cristen  man, 
that  every  day  oweth  for  to  werke  meritorie  werkes,  and  so  offre  hym 
before  the  Fadir  of  heveidL    f  This  Foke^  Smyth,  yelded  ij.  pens  to 
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to  sey,  love  and  honour.  For  whenne  we  wei'  aH  childiyn  of  perdi- 
don),  and  my^ie  not  helpe  ys  selfe,  Thenne  sent  god  adowne  his  owne 
geten  sone  to  deljnar  tb  ont  of  ^laldom,  as  seyitll  saynt  Ion,  8ie 
Deus  dUexU  mundtim^  vt  filium  euum  vnigeniium  dareif  This  is  to 
sey,  god  lovid  pe  woidle  so  wele,  that  he  f owchid-saf e  to  )eve  his 
owen  geten  sone.  Also  as  focus  lent  to  his  sone  oyer  ii\  lU^t  so  owe 
we  to  3elde  to  pe  sone  of  goode  wiH  and  meretoiy  worlds,  that  he 
may  jelde  it  to  tb  ajen  in  the  day  of  domoi  whenne  the  hody  shal  be 
glorified  wtt^  fe  soole.  and  ^t  he  may  be  callid  our  sone,  it 
shewitli  wele  in  scnptur^,  wher  it  is  y-saide,  Fuernobis  natua  esi^  ei- 
flliw  datvs  est  nobia^  This  is  to  sey,  A  child  is  borne  to  vs^  and  a 
sone  is  ^oven  to  ts.  Also  he  lost  \j^  vpon)  his  wife, — ^howe  so  t  J^i 
wife  is  \i  fleshe,  ^t  ^u  my^te  not  lefe ;  ^  ig'  but  delectacion)  and 
consenting*,  }Mtt  ^u  hast  to  synne ;  And  so  the  flesh  is  euar  contnurie 
to  )ie  spirite,  and  redy  to  IviL  Also  he  spende  \j'  ypon)  him  selfe^ 
as  ])U8,  By  ^  first  peny  is  vndirstond  penaunoe  for  synne,  for  f^ 
wich  ]>e  soule  is  glorified  in  herene ;  The  secounde  peny  is  good  per- 
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his  fadir.  f  Bight  so  we  are  holden)  to  yeld  ig.  pens  to  the  Fadir  of 
heven,  that  is,  love  and  worshippe ;  for  whan  we  are  ^  children)  of 
losse  and  perdicion),  and  in  servage  of  the  f ende,  he  sent  his  sone 
only  to  bye  tb  agayii) ;  eieui  hahetur  in  euangelium^  Sic  Deue  dUexU 
mundum^  &c  *Foke,  the  Smyth,  lent  y.  pens  to  Ids  sone.  This  \j. 
pens  are  our'  goode  werkes,  that  is,  wille  and  meritorie  dedes ;  whicbe 
ij,  worker  we  owen)  to  lene  to  Ihera  Grist  in  this  lyf  ,  that  he  may 
yelde  tb  atte  day  of  dome,  whan  the  body  with  the  soule  shaSt  be 
glorifiecl,  that  he  be  our  sone.  f  It  is  written)  in  ysaie  the  prophetei 
a  childe  is  borne  to  ts,  and  a  childe  is  ycTeu)  to  ts.  This  ohilde 
Iheeue  BhaA  yeld  this  ij.  pens  ;  he  shafi  diew  to  our  bodely  eye  his 
blissed  manhede  glorified.  And  the  othei'  peny  is  the  sight  of  ooie 
soule,  his  glorious  godhede,  the  which  sight  shatt  neTer  faile,  bat 
CTer  be  ioye  and  blisse,  bothe  to  the  body  and  to  soule.  IT  Also  Foke^ 
the  Smyth,  lost  ij.  pens  on  his  wyf.  This  wyf  is  thyne  owne  flessll, 
the  whiche  thou  maist  not  forsake.  The  iL  pens,  that  thou  leaest  <ni 
thi  fleesh,  is  cTeH  delectacion),  and  consent  to  synne,  in  as  mocha  as 
the  flessh  is  alway  contrarie  to  the  spirits,  and  redy  alway  to  oYelL 
11  Also  he  spent  ij.  pens  on  hym  self*,  for  his  lifloda  by  the  first  peny 
IS  Tndirstond  penaunce  for  synne,  by  the  which  the  soule  is  gladed^ 
and  in  heTen)  glorifiecl.    By  the  secom)  peny  is  Tnderstond  goode 

1  were  f  *  leaf  la 
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bBtunxmioe,  feX  faa  owirt  to  bane  aH  ^  tyme  of  )^  life;  For  ))e 
apoBtett  aey^y  Qui  p&tseuetauerit  imgm  in  finem^  mduus  erit^  This  is 
to  0B7>  He  that  oontjnajtli  tii  to  the  last  ende,  shiA  be  safe.  And 
^tfrfore  if  yao,  wolt  in  ^  Mansr  spend  \j£l  yig',  douteles  ))oa  myjtll 
eome  to  ^  kyndond  of  heven. 
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pepevwannce,  the  whiche  thon  owest  to  hold  aB,  thi  lyf*  tyme ;  For 
as  the  Apost^  saitliy  he  that  is  perseyeraimt  in  goode  werkyng,  vnto 
the  ende,  he  shatt  be  sauf>.  IT  And  yf  ye  spend^  thise  i\j.  pens  thus, 
as  Foke  did,  ye  shatt  have  everlastyng  lyf.  To  the  "whiche  biynge 
IM  he  that  reigneth  in  blisse  witll  oaten)  ende  I    Amen. 

1I01UIITB  IV  AN  OpSM  UAKBB. — HARL.  M8.  7888. 

This  Empsronr  is  fe  devitt,  fe  whiclL  steritH  a  man  to  holde  his 
day,  that  is  to  synne,  ^and  to  wrotb  god  euermo^,  Yiigilie  is  fe 
^ly  gost,  yai  sittitil  Tp  a  prelate  in  }e  chihdi,  to  shewe  and  pro- 
nonnoe  rkan,  &  allege  holy  scriptoiis  i^enst  synnerys.  The  Smyth, 
^  kepitlL  not  ^  holy  day,  and  spenditll  yi\j^,  is  ech  good  cristyn 
man,  fai  toxnytli  not  to  the  instigacion)  of  ))e  devitt,  but  fat  tumyth, 
and  trnnitb,  and  stondytK  wtt^  Criste.  And  per  be  pea  scriptuiis, 
^Rmpora  midanhtTf  for  it  is  tumyd,  ^at  ye  wordle  chaungith  euer  fro 
worse  in  to  worse ;  Et  Tiomines  detGriorantaif  hit  is  soth,  men  ben 
slower  and  slower ;  The  ]nrde  is,  8i  rerum  dicait  caput  frangaJtur^ 
This  is  to  sey.  He  ]Mit  seyith  sotB,  shal  haue  a  broken  hed^  adX,  grete 
thretenyng*,  [and]  cruett  wordis.  And  \erior»  per  ben  fewe  nowe  a 
dais  ^t  wott  put  hem  selfe  Pro  domo  Israel,  aeil.  for  god.  The 
smytK  )af  euery  day  ^  to  his  fadir,  And  so  owe  we  for  to  jeve  to  ^e 
fadir  of  hevene  honour  and  love;  to  ^os  too  we  ben  y-bounden. 
This  smyth  lente  to  his  sone  ij^,  pat  is  to  sey,  good  wil,  and  goode 
werke,  ^t  we  shul  jelde  to  iesu  crist  our  sone;  for  wttAoute 
dowte,  whenne  we  shul  passy  pia  life,  and  mowe  not  helpe  vs  selfe, 
he  shal  ^elde  to  vs  ^e  fowrefold,  as  he  seyith,  Centuplum  accipietiSf 
ei  vUam  dernam  posaidebiHe,  This  is  to  sey,  3e  shul  haue  and  take  an 
hundridfold  meede.  And  je  shul  owe  &  haue  eu^lastiug  life.  Also 
the  smyth  lost  ij'  vpon  his  wife ;  so  do  we  vpon)  our  flesch,  acU.  ya,i 

>  leaf  155,  back,  col.  2. 
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is  to  sey,  lyil  dilectacion),  and  consenting  of  syime.  The  i^iecdiid 
flesch  covetitll  theise  two^  and  whenne  )»ei  haue  it,  hit  is  y-lost,  F<Nr 
god  is  offendid  by  hem  too ;  And  )»e  flesh  may  w^  be  y-callyd  ^ 
Tfif e,  For  ^it  as  )»e  wife  is  weddid  by  oidor  of  matrimonye,  &  may  not 
departe,  save  only  deth.  So  ))i  flesh  may  not  be  deportid  fro  thi 
bonysy  but  by  riolence,  whex'  as  wormys  gnawi^  it  of.  Also  ]>e 
smyth  spendith  edi  day  ^*  Tp  on  him  self e ;  And  so  shuld  we  ea^iy 
day  showe  twey  lovis,  yat  is  to  sey,  oon  to  god,  yat  fmi  love  him 
wf t^  aH  ^yne  herte,  with  aH  ^yne  mynde,  with  afi  ]^  soule ;  That  o^ 
love  is  to  love  our  neghbonre  as  vs  selfa  And  if  we  fvm  spend  our 
yiij',  wtti^  oute  ony  doute  we  shoS  haue  fe  Empire  of  Herene^  m 
focus  had  ^  Empire  of  erUi,  Ad  quam  eeiesie  impeiium,  &o. 


[XL] 
[EMPERATOR  LENOPPUa] 

(or  THB  DBUNKABD8  AND  THB  INNKSEPBB.      HARL,  MS,  7888.) 

^Lenoppos  was  a  wise  Emperoor^  and  regnyd  in  Home;  And 
among  aH  othir  vertuys  he  was  mercifuH;  And  for  grete  pyte  he 
maade  a  lawe,  that  euery  man  ))at  were  blinde,  shnld  haue  an  (X 
Hit  happidy  )>at  sdi^*.  felawis  were  gon  to-gedre  to  }e  Cite  of  Borne 
out  of  ye  contrei  for  noon  ofer  cause,  but  only  for  to  drinke  wyne. 
And  whenne  yei  were  sette  in  the  Taueme,  )>ei  cessid  neuer  drinking 
by  ye  space  of  ig.  days  or  ii\j,  and  dronke  more  be  moch  )>an  )wi 
hadde  money  to  pay  for.  At  ^e  last  the  tauemere  askid  his  payment^ 
and  saide,  ^at  noon)  of  them  shuld  passe,  til  tyme  y&i  he  were  paycl. 

>  leaf  156,  ool.  1. 
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Teucippus  leigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  the  whiche  amonge  other 
vertues  ttiat  he  had,  he  was  mercifuH ;  wherfoie  of  grete  mercy  he 
ordeyned  a  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuld  have  an  hundred 
ahelynges  of  his  tresoure.  %  It  fille  on  a  tyme,  that  zzii^.  men  come 
to  the  Citee,  for  to  drynke  wyne ;  and  aH  thei  went  into  a  Tayeme, 
and  there  satte  drynkyng  iij.  daies  or  ii\j.  tills  thei  hadde  dronken) 
more  wyne  than  they  had  money  to  paye.  f  Than  the  Tavemei'  asked 


ThemM  spake  ood)  of  }e  drinken,  and  saide  to  his  fdowis,  **BerlBf 
I  can  id  jo«  a  goods  oonoeil  in  )»i8  oaa.  ^e  wete  wel,  it  is  ye  lawe 
of  the  Empsronr,  ^t  en^ry  blind  man  shuld  haue  to  his  tresour  an 
C;  And  ^srfoie,  sms,  lat  vs  diawe  cut,  and  diawe  out  his  yen,  on 
whom  the  out  wol  falld ;  And  )>enne  he  may  go  to  ^  P&lySy  &  aske 
an  C  by  ye  Empsroniis  lawe,  and  qwite  vs  aH."  And  whenne  the 
other  men  hnide  ^  they  were  right  glad,  and  seide^  ])at  it  was 
goods  epnseiL  And  ^i  drowe  cut;  and  it  felle  Tp  on  him  ^t  jafe 
ye  oonseiL  Thenne  his  yen)  wer0  don  out;  and  so  he  wente  to  ye 
Empsrouris  stiward,  and  aakid  an  C*.  ''Nay,**  quo]>  ye  senescal, 
**  for  yaa  haddist  goods  sijt  jist^rday ;  nay,  felowe,  ^ou  yndirstondists 
ye  laws  wrong.  Ths  htws  is  I-sstts  for  hem  yet  ben  made  blinde  by 
infirmitSy  or  by  ^  wiH  of  god;  And  yovL  hoddiste  ij.  yen  in  ye 
tau^me,  and  nowe  you.  hast  don  hem  out  only  by  yi  self e.  go  i^en 
to  the  tauemere,^  and  accord  wtt^  him  as  ^u  may,  for  sotJily  yoii 
shult  of  ms  haus  neyther  j',  ne  oholtu,  ne  quadrana,^'  He  3ede  a)en 
to  his  felowis,  and  tolde  hem  howe  the  stiward  seide  to  him. 

'  taneme^  MS. 
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hem  for  his  wyne,  and  said,  **  none  ofi  you  shaH  go,  tille  that  I  be 
paid."  IT  Than  said  one  of  the  drynkers,  "  Wille  ye  *  have  a  good 
counsailel^  And  they  said,  "  Ye,  I  pray  the."  Than  he  said,  **  ye 
know  att  wele  eyerychone,  that  the  Emp^rours  law  is,  that  every 
blynde  man  sludft  ^have  an  hundred  shelynges  of  the  Emperours 
tresorye.  ^  Therfore  cast  we  lotte  amonge  vs,  and  lette  se  vpoud  whom 
the  lotte  shaH  falls,  and  his  bothe  eyen)  lette  be  put  out ;  and  so  he 
may  go  to  the  paleys,  and  after  the  law  aske  in  the  tresorye  of  the 
Emperour  an  hundred  shillynges;  ^  And  with  tho  hundred  shillynges 
we  may  acquyte  vs  aH."  Whan  his  felawes  hadde  herde  this,  thei 
were  right  glad,  and  saiden,  "  this  is  right  a  good  counsaile."  ^  And 
so  anon)  thei  <Mt  lotte,  and  the  lotte  fille  vpon  hym  that  gafe  the 
eounsaile ;  and  so  his  felishipp6  put  out  his  eyen).  And  whan  he  was 
biynd,  one  of  his  felawes  lad  him  to  the  paleys ;  and  than  he  asked 
of  the  Steward  an  himdred  shillynges,  as  the  law  was.  IT  The  Steward 
said,  "  Frende,  yisterday  thou  sawe  cleie  i-noughs,  and  thou  knowest 
not  how  the  law  is  made.  The  law  was  ordeyned  only  for  men,  that 
of  infirmyte  or  of  goddes  sonde  were  made  blynde,  and  not  for  suchs 
as  have  dronken)  out  her  eyen)  in  the  Taveme ;  wherfore  go  thi  way, 
for  here  thou  shdt  have  no  money."  IT  The  wrecched  blynd  man 

■  we,  HS.  *  leaf  10,  back. 
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.  Wliemie  ^  tan^mer  horde  )»iBy  he  spoiled  him  of  all  his  dothiB,  and 
J)ette  him  aoorey  and  so  lete  hem  aH  go  iritli  gret  confosioD),  &o* 

MOBALITS. 

Deere  Frendia^  )»is  Emperour  is  our  Lord  iera  crista  fe  whidl 
hath  maade  a  lawe,  y&t  ech  man  ^at  is  blind,  bcU,  exxarj  erydj  man 
that  synnythy  b j  instigacion)  of  ^  deviH,  of  ^e  wordle,  or  of  fe 
flesh,  that  if  he  be  sory  for  his  synnys,  as  blind  men  ben  for  hire 
dorkenessoy  he  shalle  hane  an  C?,  ^at  is  to  sey,  an  hundride  sithis  ioy 
of  victorie ;  as  he  seyithe,  CMtuplum  accipietis^  et  vitam  etetnam 
pastidebiHs^  vt  aupra.  And  so  is  a  synner  callid  blind.  The  felowis 
that  comyth  to  fe  iaxieme^  er  synners,  ^at  gon  ofte  tyme  to  the 
tau^me  of  )»e  dev^  And  drinkith,  acU,  wastitll  &  cofisumyth  aH  ^ 
Tertays  ^t  fei  Keceivid  in  Baptisme ;  And  so  the  devifi  spoiUth  hem 
of  att  ^the  goodis  that  they  haue  y-don).  They  drowe  cut^  sciL 
dilectadoD]^  and  custome  of  synne;  And  ^  sort  of  synne  &llith  vp 
on  him  that  is  wt t/i  oute  rijtwisnesse  or  mercy.  Suche  a  man)  is 
wilfully  blynde,  as  was  Judas,  that  betrayd  crist,  his  lord,  wttAoufte 
xmy  suggestion) ;  And  perfore  his  synne  was  ye  moot'.    And  ^erfore 

>  leaf  156,  ooL  8. 
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went  to  his  felawes,  and  toldf  hem  this  aunswere  of  the  Steward^. 
%  YThan  the  TaYemei*  haci  herd  this,  he  qM>yle<l  hem  aH  out  of  her 
clothes ;  and  so  with  giete  conf  usion)  thei  went  out  of  the  Gitee^  and 
were  no  more  sayn). 

%  Deolaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^trour  is  oure  Lord  Ihetu  crist, 
that  made  this  law,  that  every  blynde  man  shuld  haye  an 
hundred  shillynges,  that  is,  every  man  that  synneth  of  infirmyte, 
or  instigacioii)  of  the  fende,  or  of  his  flessh,  withe  oute  doute, 
yf  he  enterly  sorow  for  his  synne,  he  shidi  have  an  hundred 
•hillynges,  that  is,  an  hundred  fold  more  loye ;  ^  luada  iUud,  CenH- 
fkam  aceipietiBy  &g.  IT  Therfore  eche  man  that  synneth  dedely,  is  made 
Uynde.  Thise  men,  that  comyn)  to  the  Taveme  to  drynke  wyne,  are 
iynners,  that  ofte  sithes  gone  to  the  Taveme  of  Uie  fende,  and 
drynkei^ ;  so  that  thei  consumen)^  all  the  vertues  that  thei  resceived 
in  her  baptyme ;  wherfore  the  deveH  qM>yleth  aH  suche  of  att  the 
goades  that  thei  have  done.  And  than  thei  oast  lotte,  and  the  lotte 
of  syiuie  feJleth  on  hym  that  is  with  out  rightwisenesse  and  mercy, 
kbA  such  one  is  made  blynd,  that  is,  a  synner  most  vile,  as  ludais 

'  ooDBuareiiy  MS. 
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jm\kssk  sodl  OA  oomitlK  to  ^  stiwaide,  wcU.  prdatis  of  hoi j  ohivolly  he 
nay  not  Kjtlj  haa«  gnoa. — Whjl  For  y&j  hen  not  in  ^  wejr  to 
leve  hiie  syBne.  And  ^erfoie  kte  ye  not  eynne  wilfbUj;  but  if  we 
eyima  by  gikeiiwee^  or  indite,  anoon  late  ye  wi ti^  ahrifte,  and  oontrf- 
ebid^  and  foUUling  of  penannoe,  do  it  away,  to  haae  lenussioii)  of 
oar  aynnea.  And  ioy  pefdvaUe,  y^X  grannte  ye  ^  lord,  Qai  emn 
palre,  Ac 
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tnitooi^  that  betnded  crista  witk  out  any  guggeetioii);  and  thetfim 
^he  eynned  the  more,  f  Suohoy  whan  thei  come  to  the  Stewan),  that 
18,  the  pidate  of  holy  chirche,  to  aske  tibe  hundred  ehillynges,  that 
iBy  grace ;  and  he  ehafi  aonswere  as  the  Steward  did,  IT  Go  thi  way, 
for  thoa  getteat  none  while  then  etondeet  in  diiipaire,  as  Indaa  did» 
Theifoie  atndie  we  aH,  with  att  oure  diligence,  to  please  god  in  att 
thynge^  and  than  we  mow  haye  eyerlastyng  mode.    Amen. 

>  leaf  11. 

[xn.  ] 

pMPERATOR  POLEMUS.] 
(bow  zbb  KiBra  or  hxjvqary  wis  disappointed  or  ma  wire) 

Polemns  was  a  wise  Emparoor,  regnynge  in  'pe  Cite  of  Bome,  fe 
which  hadde  a  passyng  faire  dorter,  callyd  Aglaes.  Ther  was  a 
kny^t  in  [the]  palis,  that  hyely  loyid  fin  faite  may ;  And  in  a  oar- 
teyne  day  J^is  knyjt  hadde  a  speche  wt  t^  hire,  and  shewid  to  hiie 
^  loye  of  his  herte,  ^t  he  hadde  to  hiieward.  Whenne  he  hadde 
maade  lus  reuelacion)  to  hire,  she  seide  ajen.  That  sitth  he  openyd 
his  harte  to  hire,  so  Sche  wold  openy  hire  herte  to  him;  and  saide, 
That  she  hadde  loyid  him  in  priyite,  with  priye  affeccion),  bifore  $& 
men,  and  ^  by  long  tyme.  Thenne  |>e  kny3te  was  glad,  and  saide, 
"  I  mot  yirite  ye  holy  load ;  and  yerioie  )if  me  yi  tnithe,  and  yon 
shalt  hane  myne,  that  I  shal  not  this  yy.  jere  haue  no  wife  bat  y% 
ne  ^a  none  husbond  bat  me  yia  y\j.  jere ;  And  if  I  come  not  ajea 
yiB  y^.  )ere  day,  I  woH  )>at  ^a  take  an  hosbond  where  ^e  shal  best 
lika"  The  maide  saide,  she  wold  consent ;  and  yer  they  pli^t  hire 
truthe;  And  ye  knyjt  tooke  his  leeye,  &  went  his  way.  Sons 
after  ^e  Emperoor  spake  wiih  ye  kyng  of  hongery,  for  manage  to 
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be  maade  bitwene  his  dowtyr  and  him.  A  da j  was  set  wbanne  tbe 
king  ahuld  come  and  see  hire ;  and  he  com ;  And  he  was  iM>  hiel  j 
•plesid  with  hire  fairs  person),  and  lentUnesse,  and  bewte,  ])at  anooii^ 
the  Emperonr  and  he  were  in  fott  aoGOzd,  yf  ^  dameseii  wolde 
assent  The  dameseH  was  I-callid,  and  hire  &dir  seici  prm,  ^  Deei^ 
doater,  he;^  I  hane  spokyn)  'with  a  king  to  be  thyne  hnsbond;  Nen^r^ 
theles  I  woH  in  this  caose  knowen  fi  wiUe.  What  seyist  ^a1 "  ^  A 1 
fitdir,"  qno^  she,  **  me  likith  the  kyng  fiiH  wele,  but  I  beseche  ^yon 
for  goddis  lone,  that  ^e  ordayne  no  man  to  me  theise  yij.  jere,  for  I 
hane^  avowid  chastite  }is  yij.  jere."  Anoon  fe  Emperour  wrot  ))X8 
answere  to  ^  king,  and  askid  if  he  wolde  abyde.  And  whenne  ]>e 
king  haid  this,  he  |K>)te  it  was  but  as  ye  space  of  v^.  days,  he  hadde 
so  hye  love  to  hire ;  and  granntyd  to  abide  hire.  So  the  vij.  ^ 
wei0  ycome  to  ]>e  ende ;  in  )»e  last  day  of  hem  ]>o  maide  stoode  in  a 
wyndowe  of  a  chambir  weping,  and  saide,  '*  Alias !  alias !  for  my 
loYe  bihijt  me  for  to  come  to-morowe  fro  ]ye  holy  lond,  And  to-mor- 
owe  is  pe  day  of  ]>e  kinge  of  hungry,  to  haue  me  to  wife ;  And  if  my 
love  come  not  to-morowe  at  his  our^  ail  fe  love  is  lost  )»at  I  hodde  to 
him  1  *'  So  whenne  ]>e  day  com,  the  king  maade  him  redy  to  come 
to  }e  Emperour,  wOh  a  gret  oost,  for  to  wedde  his  dowter,  as  cove- 
naimt  was ;  And  he  come  y-clothid  alia  in  purpre  &  bisse.  And  as 
he  roode  by  ]>e  way,  the  knyjte  come  fro  pe  hooly  lond  on  a  faire 
palfray,  and  roode  toward  ^  king.  And  ^  king  saide  to  him, 
^ Deere  frend,  whens  art  you,  and  whodir  art  pcm  bounl"  ''Sir," 
quoth  he,  *'  I  am  a  kny^t  of  the  Empire,  and  I  come  now  fro  ye  holy 
lond ;  And  I  am  a  seruaunt  of  yotirys  in  att  ))at  I  can  and  may/' 
Anoon  yer  come  a  gret  rayne,  and  shent  ye  kingis  clothis ;  and  ^o  ye 
kny^t  saide  to  ye  kyng,  **  pon  hast  ydos)  Iirel  and  ynwisely,  for  yo\i 
bro^tist  not  ])yn)hous  wit^  l^e.**  Thenne  saide  ye  king,  "  Myne  hous 
is  large,  and  maade  of  lyme  and  stone ;  and  how  sbold  I  haue  y- 
brou^t  myne  hous  wtVt  me  1  y<m  spekiste  lewidly."  "  I  trowe  wel  I 
do,"  quo])  ye  kny^t;  ^  JNTeuer^eles  ^it  shalt  y<m  not  fynde  me  a 
foole."  And  so  yei  reden)  forth  tiH  yei  come  to  a  water ;  and  the 
king  knewe  not  ye  depneese  yerof,  but  he  smot  his  hors  wtt^  ye 
apotys,  and  roode  in,  and  was  ny  dreynt    The  knyjt  roode  in  ye 
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oyer  aide  of  ^  water,  and  hadde  no  peril  at  aH;  And  ^enne  he  seide, 
*')>aa  waia  in  gfot  peril,  and  yerfoie  y^n  didist  lewdelidli,  ^at  }oa 
iooke  nol  fi  Mgge  with  ^e."  ^'Thowe  apekiat  merralonaly,"  saide 
yeMnge;  ^Mytiiggeia  j-maadeof  lymeand  tftone,and]8inlengye 
nun'  tiiaa  kdla  a  aiyle ;  howe  ahold  I  have  7*bron3t  it  with  met  I 
ee J  yon  ait  a  lewde  man."  "  In  hj^pe,"  aaide  ye  kny^te,  **  mj  fdl j 
ahal  tirae  in  to  wiaedMne.**  And  when  yei  hadde  ziden  a  while,  ye 
king  aakid  what  hoar  of  ye  daj  it  waa;  and  ye  kny^t  aeide,  **  Bis, 
who8olaatete,Itw€i^tymeibrtoete;  And  yerfoTe,nij lord  yoking, 
If  yat  )e  W(A  Toche-aafe  to  take  a  aoppe  wttA  me^  it  abal  be  no  dia^ 
honooie  to  yon,  bat  rather worahap and  yonking  afore  the  ^lordya  of 
the  Srapira."  ''That  wol  I,"  qooy  ye  king,  wtVi  a  goode  cheie^ 
**  take  mete  of  }%/*  So  yey  aette  yn  a  fane  grene  plaoe ;  and  ye 
Idng,  and  aS  yat  were  with  him,  hadde  per%  by  ye  pormuuoe  of  ye 
knyjty  a  goode  dyner.  whenne  ye  dyner  waa  y^do,  ye  kny^  aeide  to 
ye  kiDg^  ^air,  je  did  lewidly,  yat  je  bn^t  not  your  fadir  and  your 
Mbdir  with  yea."  ^Whatapekiatyoal"  qooy  ye  king;  <<  my  Fadir 
ia  dad,  and  my  modir  ia  an  old  wife  at  home  1  Howe  aholde  I  haie 
y-Caiyadliemwft^  mel  FoiaotiK  amoi'foole  yan  y^a  art,  fond  I  nener." 
''Pkeyaeat  ye  porting,'*  aeide  ye  knyjt,  ''And  Hhold  wele  ye  ende." 
They  rode  fortk ;  and  whaa  yei  drowe  ny  to  ye  plaoe,  ye  kny;t  aakid 
leoTe  to  lyde  by  an  oyer  way,  that  waa  nei' ;  And  he  dude  in  thilke 
entent  to  be  afere,  and  have  awey  the  damesella  Bat  he  toke  hie 
leve  at  ye  king  in  yis  maner.  When  he  aakid  leeve  to  go,  the  king 
aakid  whodir  he  wold  gol  "FoiBotk,"  aeide  tho  kny^te,  ''this  day 
T^  jere  I  lefte  a  nette  yn  a  certayne  place ;  yf  I  fynde  it  y-broke,  I 
wol  leeye  it ;  if  y  fynde  it  tieene,  and  hoole,  I  wol  take  it  wtt^  me*"* 
And  ao  he  bade  ye  king  fiue  wel,  and  loode  forth  on  Ida  wey;  And 
ye  king  helde  ye  hye  way.  Whan  yeEmperoor  horde  of  pe  king,  he 
loode  a^enat  him  with  a  grete  oat,  and  Eeceyyid  hym  worthely ;  and 
made  him  to  do  of  hia  clothis,  and  jaf  him  oyer.  So  when  ye  king 
waa  aette  1^  ye  emperonr  at  mete,  ye  emperoor  dude  him  chei^  aa  he 
my^te,  and  cowde.  Whenne  pe  mete  was  y-don,  the  emperoor  aakid 
tythingya  of  ye  king;  And  ye  king  answerd,  and  aeide, ''  I  ahal  telle 
joo  what  maner  talking  I  horde  yis  day,  in  the  wey.    I  mette  with 
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a  knyjte  in  yt  wey,  and  he  salewid  me  cartealy ;  and  when  we  hadde 
y-rydcD)  awhile  to-gedie,  a  gret  Rayne  come,  and  ahende  my  Clothia ; 
and  ^enne  saide  the  knyjte,  that  I  dude  lewdely,  for  I  bro^  not  my 
hous  with  me."  *' AI"  qno^  )»e  emperotfTy  ''what  Clothing  weiyd 
hel"  "Certenlyi"  aeide  the  king,  ^  I  aawe  no  clothing  on  him  but 
his  cloke,  and  his  hoode  (m  Ida  hed."  "  Nowe  i-wia,"  qao)»  ^  Em- 
peronr,  '^  he  ia  a  wiae  man  in  yat  word,  For  }e  hona  that  he  menyd, 
waa  ^i  cloke.  He  aeide  je  dode  vnwiaely,  that  je  yaid  not  yotir 
doke.  For  if  je  hadde  on  your  cloke,  the  reyne  ahuld  not  haue 
y-towohid  yotir  clothing."  "  Sire,"  qviop  }e  kinge,  "  we  redyn  further  ; 
hy  a  casuel  happe  or  by  chaunce  I  waa  ny  dreynt  in  a  water;  and 
the  knyjte  rood  withoute,  and  waa  aaf e.  &  whenne  he  aawe  me 
in  periH  of  watir,  he  aeide  to  me,  fai  I  dude  lewdely,  for  I  bcou^t 
inotmybriggewithme."  "Al  bymylewte,  thatman)waanofole," 
aaid  the  Emperoure, ''  for  he  aeid  the  grete  wyadoma ;  for  thou  ahuld- 
eat,  or  thou  haddiat  auntred  thi  owne  body,  have  I-had  othir  to  have 
I-go  to-fore  the,  and  haue  ypreved  the  water ;  and  that  he  callid  the 
bryg."  ''  In  the  name  of  God,  be  it,"  quod  the  Kyng.  **  And  then) 
we  rides)  forth  in  the  wey,  and  he  made  me  to  dyne  with  hym ; 
and  when  we  had  ydyned,  he  aeid  to  me,  that  I  did  lewdly,  that  I 
brought  not  wtt^  me  my  aire  and  my  dame."  tho  aaid  the  emper- 
oui^,  ''  that  wiae  man  callid  thi  sire  and  thi  dame  brede  and  wyne, 
that  )k)u  ahuldeat  haue  I-take  wifJi  ))e,  with  o]»ir  vitails^"  Tho  aeid 
the  kjrng,  ''  As  we  rideii)  forth,  be  asked  leve  of  me  to  paaae  by 
ano)»er  waye ;  and  I  asked  of  him  whethir  he  wold  go,  and  he  aeid 
to  me  in  this  fourme ;  this  day  aevei))  yere  I  lef te  a  nette  in  a  place, 
the  which  I  wol  now  visite ;  And  if*  I  f ynd  hit  aa  I  left  hit»  I  wol 
bere  hit  wit^  me ;  and  I  find  hit  corrupt,  I  wott  let  hit  duelle  atille." 
And  when  the  emperoura  hard  that,  he  cried  wit^  an  hy  voia^ 
**  Where  beth  any  seruaunt;  1  where)  rennyth  fast,  and  lokith  my 
doughter  in  her  Chamber,  for  with  oute  doute  ahe  is  ]>e  same  nette 
that  he  spake  of."  The  seruaunt)  yede  to  her  Chamber,  &  founde  no 
body,  for  the  knyght*  had  I-fette  her  while  ye  emperoui'  met  vrOh 
)»e  kyng.  and  so,  shortly  to  sey,  the  kyng  had  lost  his  pray,  and 
yede  home  with  confusion). 
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SiiSy  this  EmperoQie  is  oiue  Lord  Jheso,  Crist;  the dooghter  }tii  is 
so  £uxe  is  euerlsstixig  lyf^  the  which  god  of  his  goodnesse  hslte 
ordeined  for  kjBgjUf  knyghtis,  symple  moD),  and  pouare  men.  Hie 
knyghi  }tA  lovith  this  lady,  this  dames^  is  eusry  good  Cristen) 
meai^  that  wole  haae  the  kyngdome  of  heveii),  for  love  ^  he  halli 
therto ;  and  holdith  him  Tnworthi  ^sfto^  as  ^appostiH  seith,  Nan 
sunt  eondigne  patrionea  huiita  iemporU  adfuituram  glanam^  jMit  is  to 
s^y  the  passions  and  triboladoii)  that  heth  had  in  this  world  are 
not  worthi  for  to  haoe  the  loj  that  is  [to]  eome.  %  The  knygtit  ^afc 
goth  on  pilgreouige  yg.  yeroi — ^what  is  ))at1  that  eohe  good  Cristen) 
man  owith  to  labour  oontynnellji  as  doth  a  pilgryme^  in  aH  the  tyme 
of  his  ly^  in  the  Ty.  werkdf  of  m^rcj;  and  so  wtt/tonte  doote  he 
ma  J  hane  the  ensrlastjng  lyf  in  blisse.  f  By  the  kyng  Jwt  camd 
withoate  eloke^  &  was  ^j-wet  in  ^  rayne,  may  be  yndirstond  greta 
men),  and  mighti  mes)  of  the  world,  as  beth  lostices,  Bailyb,  and 
othir.  %  Bj  the  doke  ^t  ooverith  oyer  clothis,  we  yndirstoncl  chantey 
the  which,  as  the  AppostiH  seith,  koosryth  mnltitade  of  synnes; 
bat  many  oon  hane  not  this  doke  of  charite,  &  fertoiQ  thei  beth  wete^ 
is  fouled  with  the  rayn)  of  pride,  covetise^  gloteny,  and  lechery. 
^  Also  the  kyng  was  ny  dreynt,  for  he  had  no  bryg*, — ^what  is  thati 
Por  right  as  hit  is  hard  to  passe  a  depe  water  withonte  a  brig,  So  hit 
is  hard  to  be  saved  withoate  feith.  Bnt  thei'  be  many  of*  vs  that 
noA  rathir  put  her  lyf  &  trust  in  to  the  help  of  the  world  )»an  to 
the  help  of.  god,  )»e  which  is  not  oonly  myghti  bat  almyghty ;  and 
^0rfore  seith  core  savioui',  IT  8i  habuerUia  fidem  vt  granum  synaptif 
poterUU  dieere  huie  monti  traiwi,  et  tranBtet,  That  is  to  sey,  if  ye 
haoe  f eith,  as  moche  as  hath  )»e  com  of  synewey,  ye  shofi  mow  sey 
to  a  moontei),  passe,  and  hit  paaseth  at  a  word  of  yoo.  but  many 
of  Ts  havith  faH  feble  feith,  is  ferioTe  many  oon  &llith  in  to  ^ 
diche  of  desperacioii)^  is  of  dedly  synne.  Also  the  kyng  had  not 
wtt^  him  his  fader,  neither  his  modir ;  by  the  fadir,  that  is  caose  of 
onre  gen^mdon)^  is  vndirstond  mekenesse  or  homilite,  wttftoute  which 
yert  abideth  no  T^rtae  in  a  man);  as  seith  Seint  Gregory,  f  Siquii 
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eetetOB  virtuiea  tine  humilitate  portai,  quasi  in  venium  partat^  This  10, 
who  80  euer  ^at  berith  othir  vertues  Tvtt^oute  humilite,  lie  beriih 
liem  as  in  to  )»e  wynde,  or  as  men  boritli  poodir  in  fe  wynde.  Xhe 
modir  is  hope ;  for  as  the  AppostiH  seith,  ^  Spe  scdm  facti  sumus^ 
We  bethe  made  saye  thomgll  hope.  And  ^^ore,  if  a  man  irifi 
haoe  this  faii^  lif  that  euerlastith,  he  moste  leve  the  hrode  weje,  and 
go  by  a  stiayt  wayd,  that  is  to  sey,  the  wey  of  penannce  &  of  fast- 
yng<;  of  ^  which  wey  seith  the  AppostiH,  %  SMda  est  via  que  dueit 
ad  cdwn^  et  pauci  ambulant  pet  earn,  This  is  to  sey,  the  wey  is  ^ 
atiayt  that  ledith  to  heuen),  &  few  goth  ))erby,  but  many  goth  the 
bEode  wey,  eeH,  flesshly  likynge^,  ^  which  ledith  to  helle.  &  oer- 
tenly  soche  men)  shol  be  deceyyed,  for  her  goyng  fro  enerlastyng  lif; 
And  ^^rforsy  sirs,  lete  vs  Tse  to  lone  excellently  this  faiP  lyf,  & 
wisely  vse  the  cloke  of  Charite,  is  the  bryg  of  the  f eith,  )»e  Fadir  of 
loulynesse  in  hert,  the  modir  of  hope,  the  wey  of  penaimoe  and  of 
&8tyng*,  and  then  by  good  argument,  then  shnl  we  haoe  the  faii^  lyf 
that  is  ensrmore  lastyng«.    Ad  quampetducat  nae,  &a 


[xm.  ] 

AGYOS  THE  EMP^^OUEK 

(or  THB  QBATITUDB  OF  AN  EMPEROR  TO  A  KNIGHT  WHO  HAD  BAYED 

HIS  LIVE.) 

'  A  gyos  was  a  wyse  emptfronre  in  the  Cite  of  Rome,  and  loyid  wele 
j\  bataifi ;  the  whiche  had  a  knyght  with  him  ynamed  Gerinaldns, 
■  i  m  a  strong  man  and  a  myghty;  in  the  feld  he  was  a  lyon),  and 
in  halle  he  was  a  lambe.  this  forseid  Emp^rooi'  had  a  feii'  donghtar, 
the  which  the  erle  of  Palester  had  previly  ravisshede  and  deflouriJ ; 
the  which  Erie  was  a  grete  wariooi',  &  strong  in  bataiH;  and  fe 
deflooiyng  of  this  maide  greyed  the  emparoni^  more  than)  did  the 
xayisshing  &  withdrawing  of  her.  And  to  wete  what  were  best  to 
be  do  in  this  cas,  he  made  a  grete  Gounseitt  to  be  had ;  And  aoici  to 
his  lordis,  *'  Dere  Frendis,  ye  know  wele  what  dispite  is  ydo  to  me 
by  the  defloracion)  and  yiolence  that  is  ydo  to  my  doughter.    And 
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fertate  I  pmjMMe  to  ^yerv  bataiH  ayeo)  this  Ede ;  And  ^erfore  befii 
xedy,  eche  man  in  liis  degra^  ayen)  Boch  a  daj  to  passe  Tfitih  msLf 
"IofJ,"  quod  thei,  **we  shuj  be  redy  to  stond  with  you  [in]  lyf 
and  dedL"  When  thei  were  in  bataifi,  there  was  hard  strjrf ,  and 
aHe  the  Emperoiirs  menaH  were  jfeli  to  groonde,  and  ^  Emp^roiii^ 
was  in  poynt  to  be  beheded ;  Bnt  in  this  hsid  cas  com  ^  f orsaidf 
knyght  Gerinaldus,  &  fought  bytwene  this  Emp^rours  and  his 
enemys ;  and  with  the  manly  figfatyng  of  him  the  emparoure  passiil 
with  ^  lif ;  but  the  knyght  abode,  &  rested  neuer  tylls  he  h%d 
killed  the  erie ;  Neuertheles  he  hod  many  sore  woundis,  &  he  fongVt 
tyH  the  blode  raid  to  lus  fote.  When  the  Adu^rsaries  saw  that  thp 
lord  was  ded,  thei  fled  awey;  And  the  knyght  pursued  ynto  the 
ijm»  that  he  oome  where  the  emperoures  doughtsr  was  y-sette ;  And 
he  brou^^t  her  oute  to  the  Emperouie,  her  Fader;  For  the  whiehe 
Tictoiy  and  bringing  agein  of  the  doughteri  he  was  hily  commendid 
by  lA  the  empire.  Bit  happid  afl^  thia^  that  the  knyght  had  a 
grete  eause  to  be  sped  in  the  Court  of  the  emperoure ;  and  ^erfore 

• 

the  knyght  come  to  the  emperoure,  and  praied  him  to  be  fistuorable 
in  his  cause,  in  as  moche  as  reason)  wold  suffice.  And  the  Emp^roure 
went  to  his  lustices,  and  seid,  **  Groth,  and  yeveth  right  ynto  this 
knyght,  as  reason)  wol  asky."  And  when  the  knyght  had  herd  thee 
wordiB,  he  cried  ynih  a  lowde  Toys,  and  seid,  ''Alias !  alias  I  who 
wold  haue  ytrowed  that  the  emperoure  wolde  haue  seid  this  I  For 
what  tyme  ^u  was  in  bataifi,  &  shuld  haue  lost  thi  hede,  anon  I 
aet  my  seL^  for  the,  and  so  thou  ascapidist ;  now  in  my  cause  thou 
sendirt  vadper  then  thi  self*,  and  fertoie  alas  1  fat  euer  I  was  ybore^ 
for  sorowe !  **  And  even)  forthwith  he  strepid  him,  and  shewid  his 
woundis  that  he  had  receiued  for  him  in  bataiH,  and  seid,  ''loot 
what  I  haue  sufficed  for  the,  where  as  I  put  non  ynworthier  thing 
for  the  then  my  owne  body ;  and  now  thou  sendist  aho)»er  to  sit  in 
my  cause  1  Forsoth  I  servid  neuer  suche  anothir  lord  1 "  When  the 
emperoure  herd  ^  wordis,  he  was  confusid  in  hym  self,  and 
seid,  ''01  dere  frend,  this  that  ^ou  seist  is  soth;  ycm  savedist  ^me 
fro  dethe ;  thou  keptist  me,  and  broughtist  ayen)  my  doughter ;  & 
y&i  woundis  ^u  haddist  for  my  loye.    now,  sothly,  I  shal  coma 
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doone,  &  lytte  for  the  in  my  owne  persone,  )Mit  ahal  tame  the  tt> 
giete  ioy  &  comfort''  &  so  hit  was  ydo ;  the  Emperouie  discendid, 
and  determynecl  the  knyghte*  canse^  in  so  grete  plesaimce  to  fe 
knyg^t^  ^  aH  men  commendi^  the  emperonre^  fat  dispoeid  so 
wele  for  his  tme  knyg^t. 


MOBAUn. 

Good  men,  this  emperouM  may  be  callidf  euery  good  Cristens  man, 
or  els  aU  mankynd ;  the  whiclie  hadde  a  feire  doughter,  bciL 
the  soide  y-made  to  ]>e  liknesse  of  god.  The  erle  is  the  deviii,  that 
by  etyng  of  the  appiH  ravisshed  ^  soole,  &  deflouridf  her;  And  so 
aH  mankynde  was  in  his  s^iTdtute  ynto  fat  ^ere  come  a  strong 
knygbty  BcU,  ouro  lord  Ihe«a  Crist,  y&t  fought  bytwene  }e  deviH 
and  mankynJ,  when  he  heng  on  the  crosse;  for  if  y&t  had  not 
ben),  we  had  be  loste,  and  perpetuelly  dampned ;  and  he  brou^t 
ayena  the  donghteri  acQ.  ^  soole,  for  the  which  he  snffiied  smert 
woondis.  but  then  the  knyg^t  havith  a  cause  to  spede,  bcU.  cure 
lord  Ihegu.  Crist  woldf  fynde  in  ys  a  perfite  lyf,  and  ^«rfore  he 
knokkith  on  vs  eche  day,  that  we  be  redy  to  him;  for  he  seitK, 
IT  Ecee  sto  ad  (Mftfim,  ^  puUo  ;  siquU  apperuerii^  introiho  ad  eum,  ^ 
eenabo  cum  tUo,  ^  Hie  mecum^  This  is  to  sey,  lo !  I  stond  atte  the 
dore,  and  knok ;  who  ^t  openyth  to  me,  I  shal  go  in  to  him,  and  I 
shal  sowpe  wtt&  him,  and  he  with  me.  But  many  don)  as  did  the 
emperours,  yA  settith  ano^r  man);  sctZ.  if  thei  shuldf  do  pen- 
aunce,  ^i  settith  ano^r  to  fulfiH  her  fawtis.  IT  Non  sic  impii,  turn 
ricy  This  is  to  sey,  Not  so  wikked  maii),  not  so.  Do  hit  thi  self,  for 
god  set  not  ano^  for  ^,  but  he  sufired  his  owne  bodye  be 
woundid  for  ^;  And  ]»erfoie  in  confusion)  of  ynkynd  men)  he 
hongith  opynly  on  ^  Cros  naked,  to  shew  hem  his  woundis.  And 
yerfore,  S6res,  let  vs  be  kynd  ayen),  &  suSre  for  him  som  penaunce 
or  peyne,  ^t  we  be  not  foundeh)  in  ]>e  daye  of  dome  witAoute  som 
good  thing  or  dede;  for  he  ]»at  suffiith  for  the  loue  of  god  any  peyne 
in  this  world,  he  shal  haue  yeriot^  an  hundrid  folde  mede,  and 
euerlastyng  lif*.    Ad  qtiam^  &c. 
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[XIV.] 
ADBIANUS  THE  £MPi5[fiOUBE. 

(how  ▲  flOH  OOXOIALBD  HIS  FATHIB  DT  HIS  HOUBI^  AND  HOW  HI 

WIS  FOUND  OUT.) 

Adrianus  legned  a  wys  emperotms  in  )»e  Cite  of  Borne ;  fe  wlddh 
Oldeined  for  the  kwe,  ^t  ea^iy  knygKl  aftir  yai  he  mj^i  no 
more  Tse  armjs,  for  feblenesse,  he  sholcl  be  put  onte  of  the 
empire ;  and  it  ^  ]Mit  he  myg^t  be  f oonde  within  fe  empire,  aftir  that  he 
were  impotent,  he  shuld  be  ded  withonte  pite.  There  was  a  knyg^t 
named  Porphirins,  a  wise  man,  and  witty  in  aimys  &  in  alls  his 
weikys.  When  he  come  in  to  age,  &  loste  his  strengthe,  he  callid 
to  him  his  sone,  that  was  a  knyght^  &  seid,  ''Dere  sone,  thou 
knowest  what  is  )>e  lawe  of  the  emperonrs ;  &  now  I  am  feUe,  and 
may  no  lenger  Tse  armys,  I  mote  be  put  onte  of  the  empire,  and  fer^ 
fore  I  not  how  I  shalle  lyre."  then  seid  his  sone,  **  Fader,  if  hit 
happe  the  to  dye,  I  am  redy  to  dye  wtt^  the.  Kensrtheles  in  si^t 
of  sH  meoD  thon  shalt  entry  in  to  a  shipps,  and  at  nyght  I  shal 
prvrilye  send  aftir  the;  and  then  we  shul  dnelle  to-gidt«  alls  onre 
lyf ,  and  non  shal  know  ^srof  but  I  &  my  wif ,  ^t  shal  eervy  the 
in  my  absence."  then  spake  the  fiidir,  &  seid,  *'  sone,  I  thonke  the 
moche,  but  if  ^aa  do  so,  I  drede  that  ^on  shalt  be  accused,  &  soffire 
deth  for  me."  then  spak  the  Sone,  <*fadir,  drede  the  not;  fori 
shalt  abide  -with  me,  and  I  shafi  f ynde  the  att  the  daies  of  my  lif  ." 
then  the  fadir  entrid  in  to  a  Shippe,  in  sight  of  folks,  as  who  seith, 
now  go  I  onte  of  the  empire,  aftir  the  lawe ;  but  in  the  nyg^t  he 
eome  prerely  agein  to  his  sones  hous^  and  his  sonnes  wif*  ssnrid 
him.  And  euer  when  eny  ConnseiH  shnld  be  ydo  in  |)e  Empire, 
fe  yong  knyght  was  callid  ^erto;  and  ^ere  was  non  that  yaf 
better  ConnseiH  than)  the  yong  knyght  did.  At  ye  last,  loidis  of  the 
empire  had  grete  envy  of  his  wisdom),  and  thei  seid  to  )>e  emperooi', 
**  lord,  wheper  the  sone  of  Forphirie,  ^t  yevith  so  wise  GounseiH, 
hane  not  )>e  wisdom  of  his  old  fader  Forphirie  ?  sothely,  we  trowith 
yti  he  hath  afi  of  his  fadir,  &  ])at  he  holdith  him  in  ^e  empire  in 
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previte,  ^ugH  he  ascendicl  in  to  Ship ;  And  if  hit  be  foanden)  so,  he 
were  worthi  a  foole  deth."  '^  Hold  jou  stiH,"  quod  the  Emperonre ; 
''  I  trow  to  come  to  soth  of  this  mater  wele  ynow.**  Anon  he  let 
calle  the  eone  of  porphirie.  When  he  was  come,  the  emperoura 
seid  to  him,  ^'I  comntannd  the^  ypon)  pejne  of  thi  Uf^,  that  ^oa 
brjng  me  thre  thynge^  to-moxowe,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  best  frend  that 
}oxi  haste  in  the  world;  Thi  moste  comfort;  and  thi  moste  enemy." 
*'sir,  hit  shalbe  do,"  quod  he.  he  yede  home  to  ^  castel,  but  he 
wist  not  how  he  mygU  haue  suche  thre.  He  yede  to  his  fadir,  as 
iie  was  wonte  to  do,  when  he  had  any  grete  Coonseifi  to  do,  and  he 
askid  GounseiH  in  this  matar.*'  "A  1"  quod  ^  fadir,  ^'aH  )»iB  is  for 
me,  for  to  know  whethir  ^n  holdist  me  or  noo ;  but  take  wtt^  the 
thi  hound,  thi  litel  Sone,  and  thi  wif*;  &  ^u  shalt  make  satisfao- 
doD)  to  pQ  wiH  of  the  emperoure.*'  &  so  the  ^knyght  did ;  he-  toke 
tho  thre.  The  Hound,  the  Child,  and  his  wife ;  &  yede  to  the  em- 
peroura.  po  seid  the  Emparoora,  "  Hast  ^u  ydo  as  I  commaundid 
the)"  <<  Yee,  sir,"  seid  the  knyght,  ''For,  sar,  the  best  fiend  fai  I 
haue  in  this  world  is  my  houndo;  &  J^is  is  my  cause  and  my 
reason).  For  he  wdi  neuar  f aile  me  ne  forsake  me,  in  wele  ne  in  wo ; 
and  though  I  bete  him  as  sore  as  I  can,  yit  if*  I  pro&e  him  brede,  or 
any  chere  do  to  hiiTi,  he  wol  come  to  me  ayena  wit/i  good  chore ;  and 
aH  nyg^  he  wcS.  rest  by  my  bed,  and  kope  me  and  my  hous,  ^t  no 
man  greye  vs ;  &  ofte  tymes  I  shuld  haue  be  robbid  &  yslayn),  ne 
had  my  hound  ybe.  And,  sir,  here  is  my  sone,  my  moste  comfort ; 
&  ]ns  is  my  skile,  For  when  I  am  in  moste  anger  or  tribulacion),  fe^ 
is  no  iogoloure  ))at  can  make  me  so  fSast  lawe,  as  wdi  my  sone ;  For 
he  wdi  with  his  praty  wordis  &  pleys  make  me  foryete  my  angar, 
^ough  I  wei*  as  bote  as  fire.  Also,  sar,  here  I  haue  brouglit  my 
moste  enemy,  my  wif*;  For  grete  laboui'  &  thought  I  haue  in  diuars 
contres  &  placaa  for  hir  sustentacioii),  as  wele  as  for  me  &  for  my 
childryn),  &  yit  she  is  euarmore  contrary  to  my  wiH,  &  so  is  non  but 
she."  When  the  wif  herd  this,  she  cried,  and  seid  with  a  tols,  as 
hit  had  be  an  home, ''  0  !  wrecche,  clepist  ))ou  me  thi  most  enemy  I 
Sir  Emparoura,  I  pray  you,"  she  said,  "here  me,  what  I  shal  sey. 
thia  man),  that  is  here  present,  susteynejy  in  thi  empire  his  sire, 
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a^ens  youi^  kwe ;  and  in  biB  hooa  he  hath  daollkl  sith  the  tyme  that 
he  waa  worth!  to  he  pat  onte."  And  whon  ahe  had  pnt  oofce  her 
yenemona  hert  in  this  manere,  then  aeid  the  knyght^  '*lo !  Bar/*  he 
aeidy  ^  what  I  tokl  you ;  is  ahe  not  m  j  enem  j,  ^t  accnaith  me  ao 
hiljt  wheifore  I  myi^t  he  ded, but  i^  youi'  grace  ordeined  othir 
weys  fn  me."  then  the  emperonr  seid,  **Ne  were  thi  wif,  I  my^ 
not  haoe  know  pe  aoih^  and  ^erf  ore  ^n  ahalt  lede  thi  lif  wtt^  thi 
enemy.  Qo  thi  wey;  I  wcA  not  dampne  the,  and  aa  long  aa  ^oa 
levirt^  soateyne  thi  Fadirf  thenne  the  knyg^t  yelcl  thonkyng  to 
the  emperome,  and  yede  home,  and  feire  ende  made. 

MORAUTB. 

Dere  IFrendia,  this  emp^rooi^  is  the  deviH,  ^t  makith  kwe  among 
eynneia,  aei7.  ^t  echo  knygjlt,  aftir  that  he  hath  paasid  tyme 
of  AimySy  aetl  that  eche  good  man)  ^t  truly  hath  levicl,  and  kept 
himy  &  asnrid  god  in  aU  the  tyme  of  his  yongith,  ^t  he  then  in  hia 
elde  he  put  a-hak  firo  ye  kyngdome  of  heyeii),  by  the  vice  of  GoYetice. 
For  that  vice  ia  more  redy  to  an  olcl  maii)  ]Mtn  to  a  yong,  aa  we  mowe 
ae  alday;  and  ^erfore  aeith  Seneea,  Oum  omnia  peocskia  Benetenmif 
mHa  eupidUas  htoenMcUf  Thia  is  to  aey,  When  aH  rices  wexith  old, 
oonly  Coretise  ^wezith  yong,  ))at  is  to  sey,  in  an  old  man.  The  knyght^ 
^t  sosteyneth  his  Fader,  is  enery  good  Cristen)  mas),  that  is  yboond 
to  sosteyne  in  the  boos  of  his  hert,  by  meritory  werke^,  oore  Lord 
Iheta  Crist,  fe  which  heng  for  vs  vpoii)  pt  cros ;  but  many  pnttith 
him  onto  by  synne.  j>e  honnde,  ^t  is  pe  moste  frende,  is  the  tong 
of  a  good  Cristen)  maii),  ^e  which  pndeth  continuelly,  Hke  a  berkyng 
hoimd :  wherof  seith  holy  Writ,  Breuis  oracio,  «ciL  iustiy  penetrai 
eetum^  ^t  is  to  sey,  A  short  orison)  of  the  rightwis  man)  or  o^  the 
inst  maidi  thirlith  or  periasheth  heuenX  By  the  liteH  Chilcl  ftX 
pleieth,  So  we  shnlle  yndirstond  a  dene  sonle,  ywassh  by  baptyme ; 
pe  which  pleieth  and  hath  dilectation)  in  penaunce^  by  the 
which  a  man)  getith  the  lone  of  god,  &  ye  ioy  of  heuezi),  &  by  the 
which  a  man  is  deliaerecl  oute  of  tribolacion)  &  of  angir;  vnde 
ieronymus,  wherof',  as  seith  Jerom,  IT  Penitencia  est  8ec\mda  tabula 
pad  naufragiunif  ^t  is  to  sey,  Penaunce  is  ye  secunde  table  afUr 
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Shipbieche.  B j  the  mf  ytX  accuaiUi  the  maii),  is  yndiistoncl  the 
flesshe,  ^t  hryngith  many  yaels  in  to  a  man),  &  tiseth  him  to  synne ; 
as  seith  the  AppostiH  panl,  Daiua  est  miehi  Mmultu  Camis  mee, 
angdua  aaihane^  vt  me  calapkizei,  ^t  is  to  sey,  there  is  yoven)  to 
me  a  piyk  of  my  flessh,  an  aangeH  of  pe  devylley  to  torment  me ; 
and  perfoie  this  flessh  is  to  be  chastioeJ,  ))at  hit  be  not  f oonde  in 
qmne,  in  iyme  of  deth,  lest  hit  be  founden)  fi  enemy.  And  ^tfrfoie 
let  ys  study  for  to  norissh  oui*  Fadir,  and  hold  ome  lorcl  Ihera 
Crist  so  within  YSy  ^t  the  devifi  in  }e  day  of  dome  hane  no  ^ing  to 
putte  forth  ayens  7%  ^t  may  greve  oai*  sooliB ;  and  then  we  ahol 
veriliche  trust  to  come  to  )»e  kyngdom  of  heueh).  To  ^e  which  ha 
▼s  bring,  qui  cum  Paire  &c. 

[  XV.  ] 

THEODOSIUS  TffEMPJEflOUEE. 

(thb  stobt  or  king  liar  jjsd  his  thbeb  daughtbbs.  haru  Ma,  ysas.) 

Theodosius  legned  a  wys  emperoui'  in  the  Cite  of  Borne,  A 
myghti  he  was  of  power ;  the  which  emperoure  had  thre  doogh- 
ter8»  So  hit  likecl  to  this  emperoui'  to  knowe  which  of  his 
doughtem  lovicl  him^  best ;  and  tho  he  seul  to  the  eldest  doughter, 
<<HowmocheloTist|K>ume1"  '^Forsoth,'*  '^qtiodshe,  "morejutnldo 
my  self."  **perfoie^'*  quod  he,  *^u  shalt  be  hily  avaunsed;"  & 
maried  her  to  a  riche  &  myghti  kyng.    Tho  he  cam  to  ^  second^ 

[Second  Venion.    Addit  MS.  9066,  leaf  74.] 

[  LXXIX.  ] 

(thb  stobt  or  kutg  lbab  and  his  dauohtebs.) 

Lejrre  was  some  tyme  kyng*  of  bretayne  the  more,  that  now  is 
called  Fnglond.  this  kyng*  leyie  made  the  towne  of  leyoetur, 
anci  called  it  aft^r  his  name  leycetur.  this  kyng*  had  thre 
doughters;  the  name  of  the  fyrste  doughty  was  GonoryH;  the 
seconde  was  Began) ;  the  thrid  Cord^,  that  was  beste  tau^t^  and 
wiseete.  leyre,  here  fadie,  was  feble  and  olde,  and  wolde  marie 
his  doughters  or  he  deyed,  But  fyrste  he  wolde  wete,  which  loued 
hym  moste,  shuld  be  beste  mariede.  On  a  day  he  askid  his  Eldiste 
doughter,  how  mych  she  looyd  hymDl  **Sir,"  she  seide,  "I  loue 
you  as  mych  as  myii)  owue  lyfc."     "for  sothe,"  seide  tlie  kyng*. 
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and  seid  to  her,  'Moughieri  how  moche  loyist  fou  met"  **Am 
moche  fonoth,"  she  seid,  '^as  I  do  my  selfl"  So  )»e  Emperome 
mariedl  her  to  a  dua  And  tho  he  seid  to  the  thiid  dought^r^  ''how 
moche  loyiat  fou  met"  "Foisothi"  qtiod  she,  "as  moohe  as  ye 
heth  worthi,  &  no  more.**  Tho  seid  the  Emperonf,  "doughtar, 
sith  ^n  loyist  ^me  no  moie^  thoa  shalt  not  be  maried  so  richely  as 
fi  snsttis  beth."  And  tho  he  mailed  her  to  an  erle.  Aftir  this  hit 
happid  that  the  emperom:'  held!  bataUe  ayens  the  kyng<  of*  ^^pt^ 
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''  that  is  a  grete  lone ;  I  may  no  more  aske."  Then  he  asked  the 
seconde  doi^ter,  how  mych  she  lonyd  hym)t  she  sayde,  she  lonyd 
hym)  abone  att  Criatnres  of  the  worlde.  "for  sothe,"  seide  leyie, 
"  I  may  no  more  aske.**  Than  he  asked  of  the  yongeste  donghtsr, 
how  mych  she  lonyd  hym)t  "Sir/'  she  seide,  "my  systers  haj]) 
seide  to  you  wordes  of  glosyng*,  but  I  say  to  you  trouthe.  I  love 
yon  as  mych  as  I  owe  to  lone  my  Fadire,  and  for  to  make  yon  more 
Certayne  how  mych  loue  is  worUie,  I  shali  say  yon,  as  mych  as  ye 
han),  so  mych  are  ye  worthe,  and  so  mych  I  lone  you."  leyre 
wenyd  that  she  had  skomed,  and  was  wrothe,  and  seide,  that  she 
Auld  nener  bane  lande  of  hym);  But  his  otiiere  dought^rs,  that 
mych  lonyd  hynd^  shuld  departe  the  lande  betwene  hem),  be  Euyn) 
porcyons,  and  she  shuld  be  disheried.  And  he  maiied  the  Eldiste 
doughty  to  Managles,  the  kyng*  of  Scotlonde ;  and  the  tothere  to 
Hanemos,  Erie  of  comwaylle ;  and  the  manage  was  thus  made  of  the 
tone  and  of  the  tothere,  that  the  kyng<  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of 
comwayle  shuld  departe  grete  bretayne,  aftere  his  dissese,  so  that^ 
Cordett,  his  yongeste  dougter,  shuld  not  haue  of  his.  This  maydyn) 
Cordett  was  so  £yre,  and  so  wele  taughte,  that  it  was  m^rvayle,  so 
that  Agape,  kyng<  of  ^Fraunce,  herde  speke  so  grete  of  this  maydyn) 
Gordell,  that  he  sente  to  kyng*  leyre,  that  he  wolde  gyfe  hym  here 
to  wife,  leyre  sente  worde  agayne,  that  he  had  departed  lus  lande 
bytwentf  his  ^j.  Eldiste  doughters ;  and  so  he  had  no  more  lande,  the 
which  he  myght  marie  Cordeli,  his  yongeste  doughter,  with,  when) 
Agape  herde  this  answere,  he  sente  agayne  to  leyre,  and  seide,  he 
asked  no  thing<  with  here,  but  alonly  here  bodie,  and  here  clothing*. 
And  leyre,  here  fadre,  made  here  wele  to  be  arayed,  and  Clenly,  and 
sente  here  to  the  kyng*  of  Fraunce ;  and  he  lo^ully  ressayued  here, 
and  weddid  here,  with  grete  worship,  and  made  here  queen)  of 
Fraunce.  The  kyng<  of  Scottes  and  the  Erie  of  Comwayle,  that 
had  weddid  the'  Eldiste  doughters  of  kyng*  leyre,  wolde  not  abide 
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and  the  kyng  drove  tbe  emperoiii'  onte  of  the  empire,  in  bo  moche 
that  the  Emptfroni^  had  no  place  to  abide  ynne ;  So  he  uriote  letrea, 
ensealid  with  his  Byng,  to  his  fint  doughter,  }at  eeid  that  she 
lovid  him  more  than  her  self*,  for  to  pray  her  of^  soeouryng  in  fat 
grete  nede,  bycanse  he  was  put  oute  of  his  empire.  And  when  the 
donghter  had  red  thes  letreA,  she  told  hit  to  ^  l^yi^gy  ^^  husbom). 
po  quod  the  kyng, ''  it  is  good  ^t  we  soconi'  him  in  yis  nede.  I 
ahaly''  quod  he, ''  gadery  an  host,  &  help  him  in  bB.  yat  I  can  or 
may ;  &  |)at  witt  not  be  do  withoute  grete  costage."  ''  yee,"  quod 
she,  ''  hit  wei'  snfficiant  if  that  we  wol<$  grannt  him  t.  knyghtd^,  to 
be  in  felaship  wtt^  him,  while  he  is  oute  of  his  empire."  &  so  hit 
was  y-do  in  dede ;  and  ye  doaghter  wrote  ayen)  to  the  Fader,  Jnit 
oyer  help  myght  he  not  haue,  but  v.  knyghtet  of  ye  kyngss  to  be  in 
his  felaship,  at  ye  coste  of  the  kyng,  her  husbond.  And  when  the 
Emperoni'  herd  this,  he  was  hevy  in  his  hert,  and  seid^  '^AJast 
alas  1  aH  my  trost  was  in  her ;  for  she  said  she  lovid  me  more  than 
her  self,  and  ^rfore  I  ayaoncecl  her  so  hye.**  Then  he  wrote  to  ye 
seeonde,  jMtt  seid  she  lovid  him  as  moche  as  her  self.  And  when 
she  had  herd!  his  letr^  she  shewid  his  erandf  to  hxr  hnsbond,  & 
yaf  him  in  counseitt,  that  he  shuld  fynde  him  mete^  &  drink,  & 
clothing,  honestly  as  for  ye  state  of  sncb  a  lord,  during  tyme  of  his 
nede;  and  when  yia  was  graonted,  she  wrote  k^res  agein  to  hir 

[Second  Vereion.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

MH  ntter  his  dethe  for  to  haue  the  londe,  but  werred  harde  yppon^ 
hym),  and  putt  hym  in  so  grete  distresse,  that  they  token)  so  awaye 
^  reawui) ;  but  on)  this  wise  they  ordeyned  betwix  hen),  that  the 
toon)  of  hem)  shuld  withholde  hym)  in  soiome  aXt  his  lyf e,  with  xL 
knyghtis,  and  here  squyers,  that  he  myght  worshipfully  go  to  what 
pertie  he  wolde.  Managles,  kyng<  of  scottes,  resseyued  with  hym) 
leyre  in  the  manure  afore  seide ;  and  or  a  yere  were  passed,  Gronor^ 
the  wife,  and  doughter  of  leyre,  was  so  anoyed  and  dissesod  of  hym) 
and  of  his  meany,  that  she  spake  to  here  housbonde,  that  x.  knyghtes 
and  here  squyers  shuld  be  putt  frond  here  flEulire.  leyre  he  come^ 
right  heuy,  and  his  meany,  pat  that  was  putt  away,  and  his  state 
apayred,  therfore  men)  hadd  hym)  in  the  lesse  reu^rence ;  wherfore 
he  thought  to  go  into  ComwayUe,  for  to  preve  Began),  his  oher 
doughter.     and  when  he  was  Comyn)  to  here,  the  Erie  and  nis 
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f adir.  the  Emperoiix^  was  hery  wt  t^  this  answeie,  Ss  seid,  '^  Sith 
my  two  donghtdTB  Lane  thus  yhevid  me,  sothely  I  shal  prare  the 
thricL"  And  so  he  wrote  to  the  thrid,  fat  seid  she  lovid  him  as 
moche  as  he  was  worth! ;  and  praied  her  of  socoui'  in  his  nede,  & 
tokl  her  ^  answere  of  her  two  snstris.  So  the  thrid  doughtsr, 
when  she  had  eonsidrecl  the  myschief  of  her  Fader,  she  told  heir 

[Second  Venum.    Addit.  M8.  WM.] 

donghter  lesseyned  hym  with  grete  solempnite,  and  helde  hynd  witE 
hend,  with  his  thietty  knyghte^  and  his  sqnyeis;  hut  he  had  skaisly 
dwelled  there  a  yere,  but  that  his  dought^  was  yrke  of  hyni)  and  oif 
his  meany,  that  here  housbond  and  she  helde  hyni)  in  so  gr^ 
▼yolete  and  lepresse,  that  of  thretty  knyghtes  and  here  sqnyeres 
they  putte  hym)  Tnto  oon)  alone,  than)  was  leyre  more  sorowftiB 
than  £ii0r  he  was  before,  and  seide,  *'  alas  I  that  Eo^r  I  was  borm^ 
for  now  am)  I  more  vile  then)  Euer  I  was  before,  yette  it  had  beol 
bett^  to  hane  dwelled  stiH  with  my  fyrste  doughty."  and  fhe] 
wente  agayne  into  Scotlonde,  to  his  Eldyste  doughter.  but  wheid 
the  kyng*  and  his  wife  sawe  ^t,  ^and  the  myschefe  of  leyre,  they 
ressayoed  hym)^  and  tokyn)  away  the  knyght,  and  putt  to  hym  a 
squyeie.  then  was  leyre  more  sorowf uH  tiien)  Eu^r  he  was  be-fore^ 
and  be-gan)  Gretly  for  to  sorowe,  and  pleyne  hyni)  piteously,  and 
seide,  **  alas  1  alas  I  I  haue  leuyd  to  longe,  that  it  is  fallen  to  me ; 
now  am)  I  pore  that  was  wonte  to  haue  so  mekiUe ;  now  haue  I  no 
Frande  ne  kynne  that  wil  me  good.  Cord^  my  dought^r,  seide 
me  fiiH  wele,  and  that  I  haue  now  fowndyn) ;  for  she  seide  me  as 
mych  as  I  had,  so  mych  was  I  worths,  and  so  mych  louyd  shuld  I 
be.  now  wote  I  wele,  that  myn  othere  doughters  han)  flatered  me ; 
now  they  take  no  Force,  now  be-houys  me  for  nede  to  go  and  pn7ffere 
myn)  yongeste  doughty  Cord^  to  whame  I  wolde  g^e  no  lando  ne 
tenemente,  for  she  seide  she  louyd  me  als  mekitt  as  i^e  ought  to  lone 
here  Fadra"  and  on  this  mansr  [he]  pleyned  longe.  and  atte  laste 
he  wente  onere  the  see,  with  his  squyere,  and  Come  into  Fraunce ; 
and  he  asked  where  the  queen)  shuld  be  fowndyn),  and  mexi)  tolde 
hymX  He  come  to  the  Cite,  and  sente  his  squyere  to  the  queen),  for 
to  saye  here,  that  heie  Fadre  was  comyn)  for  nede,  for  to  gete  some 
good  and  helps  of  here.  The  squyere  wente,  and  tolde  in  ordre  to 
the  queen),  how  his  \j.  doughters  had  lefte  hyni).  CordeH,  the  queen), 
toke  golde  and  syluer  grete  plente,  and  toke  it  to  the  squyere,  and 
seide  to  hym)  in  Cownsaytt,  that  he  shuld  here  that  Tresouie  to  heie 
Fadre,  and  that  he  shuld  go  to  some  good  towne,  and  araye  hym) 
richely  of  riaH  clothing*,  with-holdyng«  with  hym)  xl^  knyghtet  of 
oone  leyeraye ;  and  wh^  he  were  r^ye,  he  shuld  sends  vnto  ye 
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hnsbond  in  this  fooimey  ''My  wonhipfoH  lo»^  do  soooui'  me  now 
in  this  grete  nede;  my  fadir  is  pal  omte  of  his  empire  &  his 
heritage."  )>en  spake  he^ ''what  weiethi  wifi  I  did  ^tfrtot''  "JMii 
ye  gadie  a  grete  oste^"  quod  she,  "  &  help  him  to  fight  ayens  Us 
enemys."  "  I  shal  f olfifi  thi  wifi/'  seid  the  erle ;  &  gaderid  a  grete 
oste»  &  yede  with  the  Emperoui*  at  his  o  wne  costagef  to  the  bataile^ 
and  had  the  Yictorye»  &  set  the  Emptfroui'  ayes)  in  his  heritage, 
and  yen  seid  the  emptfroiu^,  "  hlessed  be  the  hom^  I  gate  my  yongist 
donghter  I  I  lovicl  her  lesse  ]»an  eny  of  the  othir,  &  now  in  my  nede 
she  hath  socomed  me,  and  ye  othir  haue  y£Eiiled  me ;  and  ^erfore^ 
altir  my  deth,  she  shal  haue  myn)  empire."  &  so  hit  was  ydo  in 
dede ;  for  afUr  ye  deth  of  the  emperoui'  the  yongiBt  doughtsr  regned 
in  his  stecli  &  ended  pesiblye. 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

kyng*,  here  lorde,  that  he  was  comyn^  to  speke  with  hynd^  and  to  se 
his  doughter.  the  sqnyere  commaundid  the  qneen)  to  god,  and 
come  to  leyre,  his  lords,  and  toke  to  hym  his  tresonre,  and  seide  his 
message,  wherf ore  leyre  wente  ferre  thense  to  anotiiere  Cite,  and 
did  after  the  ordynaunce  of  his  doughty ;  and  afterward  he  oome 
to  ye  kyng*,  there  he  soiofimed  with  his  wife,  leyre  sente  to  the 
kyng*  of  Fraunoe,  and  tolde  Cordeli,  his  doughter,  that  he  was 
comyn)  into  Fraonoe,  for  to  speke  with  heml  when  the  kyng* 
herde  this,  he  commaundid  att  lus  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and  the 
queeii)  also  commaundid  aii  here  men)  to  take  here  horse ;  and  mA 
&ey  ridden)  to-gedre.  The  kyng*  and  the  queen)  Gome  with  a  grete 
worship  agayne  hym),  and  ressayued  hym)  with  grete  nobley.  The 
kyng*  commaundid  throw  all  lus  reawme,  that  afi  shuld  be  intend- 
aunte  to  kyng*  leyre,  the  Fadre  of  lus  wife,  as  to  hym)  self.  When) 
leyre  had  dwelled  >  there  with  the  kyng*  of  fraunce  a  monethe,  ha 
tolde  the  kyng*  and  the  queen  how  his  ^j.  doughters  had  ssmed 
hym).  wherfore  kyng*  A^pe  assembled  a  grete  powere  of  folke, 
and  sente  hem  wttJi  leyre  in  to  bretayne;  and  Cordeli,  his 
doughter,  Come  with  hym,  for  to  haue  the  londe  after  here  fadre. 
and  they  passed  the  see,  and  foughtyn)  with  the  felouns,  and  slowen 
hem) ;  and  leyre  toke  agayne  lus  londe,  and  leuyd  after  ig.  yere  in 
pease ;  and  afterwarde  he  died,  and  Cordeli,  his  doughter,  did  hvm 
be  beried  at  leycetiir.  and  after  the  dethe  of  here  fadre,  CoirdeS 
helde  the  lande  of  Bretayne. 

>  leaf  76,  back. 
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MORAUn. 

^IP]  eie  BrandiSy  fhis  Empdroui'  may  he  callid  ecb  worldly  maii), 
{he  whieh  hath  thie  donghtdrs.  The  fint  dooghtdr  ^t  seithy 
"  I  lone  my  &dir  nune  ^  my  self/*  is  fe  worlde,  whom  a  man  loyith 
ao  wele^  )«t  he  expendith  afi  his  Hf  abonte  hit;  but  what  tyme  he 
ahalbe  in  nede  o^  dethoi  scanty  i^  ye  world  woB  for  dft  his  love 
yere  him  fiye  kayj^t^,  BeiL  t.  boidis,  for  a  cofre  to  ley  his  body 
ynne^  in  fe  sepolcie.  The  secbnde  donghtery  ^at  lovith  her  fader  as 
moche  as  her  self,  is  fi  wif,  or  tlu  childiyiDy  or  thi  kyid,  fe  whiche 
woB  happely  fynde  the  in  thi  nede,  to  the  tyme  ^t  ^aa  be  pat  in  the 
erthe.  And  the  thrid  donghtdTy  yut  lovith  the  as  moche  as  yon  ait 
worQuy  is  oaf  lord  god,  whom  we  lovith  to  lit^ ;  Bat  it  we  come 
to  him  in  'tyme  of  oaie  nede  wtt/k  a  dene  hert  and  mynde^  wtt^tite 
doate  we  shoH  haoe  help  of  him  ayens  the  kyng  of  egipt,  bcU.  ye 
deni;  and  he  shal  sette  vs  in  oaie  heritage,  set?,  ye  kyngdome  of 
hefen^  Ad  ^uod  no$  Sse. 

[XVI.] 

ANCELMUS  THE  EMPJB2Z0UBK 

(ov  nmu  unoam  who  wbu  sm  to  nnooviB  ▲  castli.) 

Ancehnos  was  a  wise  emperooi'  regi^yng  in  the  cite  of  Borne ; 
ike  which  edified  in  the  ende  of  his  empire  a  passing  f  aii^ 
Oa0t^ftsette)MreaStiwaid,oommaandyngtohim»vp-peyne 

*  leaf  159,  od.  1. 
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Here  may  men)  se  what  foyie  flateiynge  wordes  done,  that  vn- 
trewly  fallfiileid  the  be-heste  that^  they  mike ;  am)  here  also  mony 
men)  nmy  here,  what  comys  to  hem)  that  sayod  the  trathe,  as  CordeH 
did ;  For  it  is  writteid,  they  that  gloseii)  the,  an<)  pnysen)  the,  dys- 
sajraen)  the,  and  they  that  tellen)  the  be  trathe  anc)  the  sothe,  they 
loosn)  the,  and  are  thy  good  Frendes,  &a 

[  V,  leaflL  ] 

ANcelyne  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Bome,  a  foH  wise  man,  that  in  the 
endesof  his  Empire  made  aCa6teH,and  oideyned  there  a  Steward, 
Biddyng  hym,  vpon'  pays)  of  dethe,  to  kepe  wele  the  CastdL 
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of  detii,  for  to  kepe  wele  fat  caateH.  And  tliis  Siiward  kept  wele  tbi» 
casteH  during  long  tymoy  but  at  pe  last  he  was  tzaitoui'  to  }e  emperoui*, 
&  loste  the  castelL  And  when  the  Emp^roure  herd  this,  he  was  hil  j 
meyed  in  afi  his  bowels,  &  gert  make  a  grete  counseiH,  how  J>at  be 
myght  best  gete  this  castdi  onte  of>  the  hondis  of  his  enemys.  So 
there  ros  vp  a  kny^t,  and  seid,  fere  were  thxe  wejs  for  to  gete  hil^ 
9cil.  }e  wey  of  strength;  fe  wey  of  wisdom);  and  the  wey  of  love. 
**&  suche  ig.  knyghte^  yere  beth  now  in  yonf  Empire;  )>e  firsi 
knyght  is  strengist  of  any  ]>at  is  in  any  pkce,  and  he  berith  a 
8cochon>  of  gold,  with  a  lion)  in  )»e  myddeH ;  the  B&cood  is  wys,  and 
berith  a  scochoo)  w»t^  a  pecok ;  &  fe  thrid  knyght  is  amorous  & 
lo^^Sf  <^  lovith  you  more  ]»an  may  be  trowid,  and  he  berith  a 
golden)  scocho]]>,  with  a  white  dove.  And,  ser,  by  my  counseiH,  thea 
Ihre  are  to  wynne  the  castdft  to  you  ayen);  and  j>6rfore  sendith  foi 
hem,  for  if  strength  be  not  worth,  wisdom  sbalbe  worth,  and  i^ 
wysdom  may  not  do  hit,  love  shalle  gete  fe  victory."  The  emperoui^ 
liked  welle  this  counseitt,  and  let  send  aftir  hem,  and  seid  to  hem, 
**  Dere  frendis,  of  you  thre  I  haue  herd  spoke  moche  good,   ye  know 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

The  Stewards  kept  it  wele  a  lit^  while,  and  alter  that,^  agayii^'  the 
Emperours  wiUe  he  lost  the  Casteti.  IT  The  Emp^rour^  whan  he  had^ 
herd  that,  he  was  right  wrothe ;  and  called  to  hym  his  counaaile, 
and  treted  therof ,  how  and  in^  what  way  he  myg^t  gete  the  casteli 
oute  of  his  enemyes  handes.  %  There  a-rose  a  knyght,  and  said,  **  Sir, 
there  are  ig.  waies,  that  is,  the  way  of  wisedom),  the^  way  of 
strengthe,  and  the  way  of  love.  So  it  is  now,  that  in  thi  Empire  are 
ig.  knyghtes ;  IT  The  first  knyght  is  the  strengest  man  of  youi'  Empire, 
and*  bereth  a  golden)  sheld,  with  a  lyon) ;  IT  The  Second  knyght  is 
wisedome,  and  bereth  a  silvei'  sheld,  with  a  pecok* ;  %  The  thirde  kuyght 
is^  wondir  amerous,*  and  loveth*  you  passyng  wele,  and  he^*  bere&  a 
golden)  sheld,  with  a  white  dove.  %  Sir,^^  by  my  counsaile,  send  afteir^ 
ihise  ig.  knyghtes  to  recover^  the  cast^ ;  and  yf  it  be  so  that  ^e 
strengest  ^^  may  not  'gete  it,^^  wisedome  shaH ;  and  yf  wisedome  may 
not,  loye  shatt  wynne  it."  %  The  Emparour,  whan  he  had^*  herd 
this,  it  pleased  hym  wele ;  and  called  to  hym  thise  iij.  knyghtes,  and 
said,  ''Frendes,  we^^  have  herd  of  you  grete  praisynges,^®  and  it  ia 

>  Om.        '  agayns.        *  On.        *  bj.        *  aod  the. 
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wele  how  ^t  nj  casMi  ia  loeti  theif oie  to  reoooere  Ut  ayeii)  I  send 
joa  tlm;  lor  tho  fixst  of  you  is  a  strong  warioufi  the  second  a  giete 
jerer  of  connaeiH,  the  thrid  is  a  sabtiU  sercher  in  love.  Goth  to 
djner,  and  I  shal  gave  you  a  competent  mede."  ^When  }e  knyghtis 
betd  Hub,  thai  anoed  hem  strongly,  and  yede  her  wey.  When)  thei 
bad  liden)  the  spaoe  of  ig.  daies,  the!  come  to  a  forest ;  and  as  thei 
ahoU  haae  entrid  in  to  the  f  (uresti  a  i^yghtingale  sat  vpon)  a  tre»  & 
made  a  {MwnBg  swete  sonet-song.  At  J»e  lasty  oon  of  the  knygh^ 
i^ak  to  his  felawis,  and  seid,  ^  Sirii,  I  vndiiBtoBd  ^nd  song  of  this 
Inid;  the  which  is  not  ellis  bat  a  shewyng  to  vs  that  thei'  hem  thefes 
in.  fm  forest^  &  ^  in  grete  plentith ;  the  which  hMie  I-heni  telle 
that  wo  come  for  to  rekeosre  the  casteSy  ie  here  thei  purpose  for  to 
lolle  Ts.**  tiben  seid  fe  strong  knygbt^  ^'I  was  for  my  strength 
aent  hider^  A  ^srfore  wit&  my  strength  I  shal  defends  me."  Then 
^ake  fe  wise  knygKt,  ^  &  as  paa  wilt  defendo  ^e  by  thi  strengtb,  so 
«hal  I  me  bymy  wisdom."  Then  spak  the  thrid,  ''I  am  nei^ strong 
ne  wys,  as  ye  bet&y  and  j^^rf ore  god  help  me  1 "    Whenne  ^is  was 

■  leaf  159,  col.  2, 
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knowea  to  you  of  the^  foresaid  casteH,  that  is  lost ;  Therfore  I  sonde 
you  i^.  to  Wynne  agayn)  the  CasteH  oat  of  the  hondes  of  myn^ 
enemyes,  by  cause  the  first  of  you  is  a  stronge  werrioui'y  The  second! 
best  counseiloui',  and  the  thirde  the'  soteleet  «n8erchour.  IT  Grotbe 
therfoi'  to  fight,  and  I  shaH  yeld  to  you  worth!  mede."  The 
knyghteSy  whan  they  herd*  this,  thei  armed  hem,  And  toke  her  way 
to  go ;  and  so  thei  ridden)^  ig.  daies,  tille  thei  come  to  a  forest ;  and 
4U  they  entred  the  forest,  ^there  was*  a  Nyghtyngale  saage  passyng* 
swetly  ypon'  a  tree.  IT  Than  said  wisedome  the  knyght  to  his  felawes^ 
^'hereth  'me,  for  I®  vndirstond  right  wele  the  'Nyghtyngale  songe*  is 
not  els  but  she^*  sheweth  to  vs,  that  in  the  forest  are  theses  ^^many, 
that  have  herd  of  oure  comyng,  for  to  recover'  the  casteH,  and  thei 
purpose  for^  to  sle^*  ts."  IT  Than  said  the  steonge  knyght, ''  for  my 
strengths  I  am  hedir  sent ;  therfore  here^^  I  shaH  defeiule  you  by  my 
strengthe."  Tho^  said  the  wise  knyght  to  his  felawes,  *^  and  as  thou 
wilte  defende  vs  by  thi^*  strengths.  Right  so  I  sh^  defende  you  by 
my  wisedome."  Than  said  the  thirde  knyght,  ^'  I  am  not  stronge, 
ne  wise,  as  ye  are ;  god  be  my  helper  1 "  If  Whan  thei  hadde  thus 

•thia,        ^Om.        » had  herd.        *  ryde.        ^  Om.        •faUe.        'on. 

*  Owin        *  nyghtyngalys  song ;  her  soDg.         **  Om,        "  leaf  11,  back. 

'^Om.        "destroy.        '*  Om,        "than,        "  IM. 
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seid,  thei  entrid  in  to  ])e  f oiest^  and  fei  met  with  her 
8o  the  strong  knjg^t  began)  to  defende  him,  &  to  figKt  manfollj; 
but  atte  )>e  last  }em  came  an  arowe,  A  smote  him  at  ^  stomak,  ft 
he  teA  dooii)  ded.  Whenne  ^  wise  man  saw  ^al^  he  gaid  to  al^gge 
lesons,  &  to  putte  forthe  wise  wordis;  but  thei  yere  not  grete 
heiyng  to  his  lesons^  but  at  fe  last  oon  smote  him  to  ^  hert,  and 
dow  him.  then  the  thrid  kn jght  seyng  this,  he  shet  an  aiowe  to 
^  maist^  of  the  theyis,  &  he  was  ded  ferhj ;  and  when  ^t  olper 
meyne  saw  fat  her  maister  was  ded,  thei  fled.  And  ^  knygjit 
panned  forth  to  fe  castett  ]mt  was  lost;  and  when  he  come,  he 
fonnde  the  yatis  opeb).  He  entrid,  &  slow  hem  that  were  therin,  ft 
sette  yp  in  a  tome  the  ban^r  of  the  emperooi^.  And  when  the 
emperoni^  herd  telle  how  wisely  and  strongly  fe^  he  had  ywonne  fe 
castdl,  he  ayaunoed  the  knyght  to  grete  honoui'  and  richesses ;  pe 
which  bare  hif?^  and  shewid  hym  to  be  a  dooghti  body  in  aH  his  lyf^ 
and  faire  ende  made. 
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saiJ,  anon)  thei  entred  the  forest,  and  sone  the  malefiEMstoTirs  mette 
hem.  the  stronge  knyght  began  myghtily  to  fight,  and  for  to  defende 
hym;^  and  a  qnaieH  come  from  an  arblast'  and  smote  hym  in  the 
stomak*,  and  slongh  hym.  IT  The  wise  knyght,  whan  he  had  seen 
this,'  than^  he  b^gan  to  allegge  resons,  and  shew  to  hem  wisedome ; 
bnt^  thei  M;oke  no  kepe  therof  ,^  but  one  smote  hym  to  the  hert,  and 
he  dyed.  If  That  saw  the  thirde  knyght,  and  sent  an  arowe  to  the 
maister  theef*,  and  smote  hym  thnr^  by  the  myddes ;  and  so  he 
dyed.  IT  The  other  theves  sawe  ^t,  [and  fleid.^  the  knyght 
folowed  hem  ynto  the  CasteH  that  was  lost ;  and  whan  he  fomide  the 
yates  open,  he  went  in,  and  afi  that  were  *ther  in'  he  slongh,  and  the 
baner  of  the  Emperoui'  he  sette  above  an  high,  in  the  towre.  IT  Whan 
Ihe  Emp^roui'  herd  this,®  that  the  knyght  had  thus^  myghtily  and 
wisely  recovered^^  the  casteH,  he  promoted  hym  to  grete  richesse; 
the  which  afi  his  lyf  aftir  ^wisely  and^*  myghtily  governed  eXt  that 
he  had,  and  so  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

■  hem.        *  arowblast        '  thai        *  Om,       *  Om, 

*  gaf  no  grete  heryng  to  his  reeooB,  ^  Supplied  fivm  d 

•ther.        '  Om.        »•  bo.        "  reourid.        "  0». 
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MORALITB. 

DEie  FrendiB,  thiB  Emperom^  is  ooie  lord  Ihemi  Crist ;  the  caat^ 
is  poradys,  the  Stiward  is  Adam,  oiu'  first  fadir,  ^t  lost  the 
oast^  of  paiadys.  pe  i^'.  knyghte^,  of  whom  oon  was  strongi 
ano^  wysy  &  ye  thrid  amerons,  betli  the  thie  kyndis  of  men,  to  fe 
which  god  hath  commanndid  to  leoouere  ayen)  Paradysi  that  Adam 
lost  By  fe  strong  ^knyght  we  moste  vndirstonde  }e  myghty  men  of> 
this  worl<) ;  fe  which  herith  a  scochon)  ouergilt, — ^how  so  1  For  onto- 
wani  thei  shyne  by  hye  power,  and  wztAynne  [stynkene.] — And 
how  here  thei  a  lyoo)  in  the  myddis  t  For  the  lion)  is  kyng  of  aH 
hestis,  &  att  men  dredith  him.  And  so  hit  is  by  thes  myghti  men), 
for  thei  be  ouer  simple  men,  &  over  poodre  men),  &  hem  thei  spoileai) 
and  robben);  bat  then  anon),  when  thei  comen  in  to  the  forest,  and 
an  arowe  is  shot  ayens  hem,  of  pride  or  lechery,  sothly  thei  bowith 
yerto,  and  anon  ben)  ded  wtt^  the  stroke.  And  periore  Holy  Writ 
seith  thns,  f  Die  vld  mmt  poteatea,  gut  quondam  regnabani^  qui  eum 
eambaa  ^  auibna  ludebani,  comederunt  ^  hiberurUf  martui  euni^ 
^  ad  tnfema  deaeenderunif  This  is  to  sey,  Whei'  beth  thei  thes 
myghty  meii),  ^ai  som  tyme  pleid  with  honndis  and  hawlds,  &  so 

>  leaf  169,  back,  ooL  1. 
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Seclaraeio.  Frendes,  this  Emp^roui'  is  oure  lorde  Ihera  crist ; 
The  Cast^  is  paradise ;  The  Stewar<l  is  Adam,  the  first  man,  that 
lost  the  Castett  of  Paradise.  The  iij.  knyghtes,  one  stronge,  an- 
other wise,  the  third  amerous,  are  iij.  maner  of  men,  the  whiche  that 
god  wille  that  thei  werken)  and  laboni'  somwhat,  for  to  recover  and 
Wynne  paradise.  If  By  the  stronge  knyght  we  shf^  vndirstond 
myghty  men  of  this  world,  that  beren)  a  golden)  sheld,  that  is,  sbynyng 
witE  out;  So  shyne  they  with  out,  and  stynken)  wil£  in.  thei 
here  a  lyoii)  in  the  myddes  of  her  sheld ;  and  wele  they  may  here 
a  lyon),  for  a  lyon)  is  kyng  of  bestes,  and  i^  bestes  drede  the  lyon). 
IT  8o  thise  myghty  men  woUe  be  above  poore  men  and  symple,  and 
spoyle  hem,  and  robbe  hem,  for  snche  are  in  the  forest  of  this 
world.  If  YHian  the  arowe  of  pride  or  of  lechery  come  to  hem,  anon) 
thei  enclyne  to  hem;  and  therfore  speketh  holy  scripture  ayenst 
myghty  men  on  ^this  wise,  If  Say  now^  where  are  grete  men,  that 
somtyme  reigned,  the  whiche  plaied  withe  hoondes  and  Briddes  1  they 

>  leaf  12. 
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morily  ete  &  dranke  t  thei  both  ded,  aad  descendid  don)  to  helle. 
The  biid,  pat  sang  so  murely  in  the  top  of  the  tre,  is  pi  conscienee ; 
the  which  tellith  en^rmore  what  is  to  be  chosen),  &  what  is  to  be 
refosid ;  and  ^erfore  seith  the  ApostiH,  Onme  quod  fii  contra  con- 
scienciam,  edifioat  ad  gehennam  ^c  vi  supm.  The  thef  es,  ^t  beth 
in  fe  forest,  beth  pride  of  lyf*,  wronge  coyetise  of  yjen),  &  wrong 
oovetise  of  FlesslL  The  aactotir  of  pride  is  ^  devyfi ;  The  anctour 
of  coyetise  of  yjen)  is  fe  world ;  The  auctour  of  covetise  of  Flesshe 
is  man  self,  for  thou  norisshest  is  levist  dilicatlj.  By  the  wise 
knjgbt  beth  moste  yndirstond  men  of  holy  Chirche,  lustices  &  lugis, 
Edisy  and  ofere.  Thes  men  berith  the  scochon)  of  Siluer, — ^how  so  t 
For  thei  makith  to  hem  a  feif  tong  as  Silueri  and  hit  is  of  hem  as 
hit  is  of  a  man)  that  lokith  in  a  minoiu' ;  For  as  long  as  a  man 
lokith  in  a  mynoui',  as  long  is  pe  ymage  of  him  in  his  sight,  bat  as 
sone  as  ^  visage  is  fro  the  mynoui',  as  sone'^  sight  of  }e  ymage 
goth  awey.  so  by  hem ;  For  als  long  as  fe  pon^re  man  hatii  a  good 
purs,  as  long  thei  w<^  help,  but  as  sone  as  fe  pars  fidleth,  ^i  fleetii, 

• 

and  wol  not  be  yhad.  And  ]>erf ore  seith  Osee,  Non  eet  [veriiaSf  non 
^1  misericordta,  non  est  fdentui  dei  in  terra.  Non  e§t  vetitas  in 
pauperUmSf  quia  periurant  ee  cotidie;  maluid  enim.  p&nurari  quant 
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eten),  and  dronken),  and  went  to  helle.  IT  The  nyghtyngale  that 
songe,  is  pi  conscience,  that  aH  way  seit&  to  the  what  is  to  chese,  and 
what  is  to  fle.  And  therfoie  saith  the  Appostett,  Att  that  is  done 
agayn)  conscience,  edefieth  to  helle.  Extorcioners  and  theyes  are 
in  the  forest  of  this  world,  tho  are  pride,  concupiscence  of  eyen)^ 
and  concupiscence  of  flessh.  Auctoi'  of  pride  is  the  fend ;  aactor  of 
ooncapiscenoe  of  eyen)  ib  the  world ;  and  aactor  of  concupiscence  of 
the  flessh  art  thou  thi  self,  that  liyest  delicatly,  and  norisshest  thi 
flessh.  IT  By  the  wise  knyght  ye  shi^  yndirstond  domesmen  of  holy 
ohirche,  and  lustices,  and  Sheief  es.  thise  here  a  siluer  sheld,  that  is 
to  sey,  they  shew  fabre  speche  as  siluer* ;  and  it  is  of  hem  as  it  is  of 
an  ymage  in  a  myrroui* ;  but  go  from  the  myrroui',  and  the  ymag» 
gothe  his  way.  %  Bight  so  some  symple  men  haye  the  purse  open)  for 
to  yeye  hem  than  thei  behold  the  poore  men,  but  and  the  purse  be 
shitte,  they  gone  her  way ;  %  Of  the  which  speketh  luke.  In  a  tyme  they 
beleven,  and  in  a  tyme  thei  gone  her  way.  %  Also  the  prophete  Ysaye 
seith,  there  is  no  trouthe,  there  is  no  Mercy,  theie  is  no  wisedome  of 
god  in  erthc     there  is  no  trouthe  in  poore  men,  for  ofbe  thei  for- 
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Non  ed  fniBericoidta  in  dimiOmB,  quia  vciunt 
hiLhere  ameneiamenia  iupest  ptozimoB.  Nan  est  sdeaUa  in  baUiiUa  ^ 
iudicibuB,  gm  deberent  eque  iudicare.  Nan  est  vmias  in  ivdidis 
exequendis,  nee  nufieiiooidia  in  miaeria  subueniendiSf  nee  ^entta  in 
peancalis  eauendis.  Hit  is  add  here,  that  ^  mercy  ne  the  connyng  of 
god  is  not  Tsid  'in  erth,  as  he  sendith  hit ;  for  ne  fere  is  no  soth- 
ftstnes  among  the  pou^re  people,  for  echo  day  thei  w<^  f orswero  hem ; 
thei  had  lerer  he  foiswore  then  lese  her  money ;  fere  is  no  m^rcy  ne 
pite  wtt^  the  riche,  for  thei  takitb  am^rcyment}  and  pleynt^  wrong- 
fully Tpon)  her  neig^hotiTB ;  Thez'  is  no  oonnyng  w  1 1^  Ingis  ne  £aily&| 
}eA  8hnl<)  deme  instly;  thez*  is  no  zight  vsid  in  domys  to  he 
ezecnted,  xm  mercy  in  ifrecchis  to  he  holpyn),  ne  connyng  in  perilis 
to  he  eschewid.  And  yerfoie  hit  is  seid,  Jae.  y.  Canuersum  est 
iudidum  retrarswn^  et  iusHcia  a  longe  stetUf  this  is  to  sey.  Dome  is 
imiecl  hakwaid,  and  rightwisnes  stoode  af er.  sucK  men  herith  a 
Scochoid  with  a  peook,  for  the  peook  goth  like  a  thef  ,  and  so  do  thei ; 
thei  hringith  fore  moche  ayens  pore  people,  bat  thei  yelde  to  hem 
n^  litefi ;  and  as  ye  pecok  hath  many  y^esd  in  his  taifi,  &  aH  heth 
hlynde^  80  hath  snche  men  many  wordis,  &  afi  heth  feds  &deceynahl& 
And  ^0rforo  when  the  arow  of  penaniice  oomyth  to  hem,  anon  thei 
fiJlith,  for  thei  tometli  hakwanl  rightwisnes.  The  ig^.  knyght, 
^t  slow  pe  maister  of  the  theyes,  is  euery  good  Cristen)  man)  |>at 

'  agattere,  MS.  '  leaf  159,  back,  ool.  2. 
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swere  hem  [ratherl  than  thei  wol<$  lese  vj.  pens ;  there  is  no  mercy 
in  riche  men,  for  tnei  wille  have  the  mersement  and  the  chaffare  of 
ksynges ;  There  is  no  wisedome  in  bailies,  that  owel£  to  deme  evenly, 
Ke  there  is  no  trouthe  in  domes  to  be  gynnen),  ne  merey  to  wrecches 
to  be  holpen),  ne  wisedom)  in  pe7-eH  to  be  escheweci.  IT  Therefoi'  seith 
ysaie  the  prophete,  Truthe  is  put  downe,  and  rightwisenesse  stonde 
aferre.  such  beren)  the  8hel<$  with  a  pecok*.  the  pecok*  goth  like 
a  theef* ;  right  so  thei  do  to  symple  men,  for  thei  behight  mekett, 
and  yeye  liteH ;  also  the  pecok*  hath  many  eyen)  in  his  taile,  and 
aH  are  blynde,  and  so  are  thei,  for  thei  speken)  many  faire  wordes, 
and  aH  are  false  and  sclaondereus.  If  Therfore,  whan  the  arowe  of 
penannce  cometh  to  hem,  anon)  thei  fallen),  for  thei  pemerten  trouthe. 
IT  The  thirds  knyght,  that  slough  the  maister  theef*.  Is  a  good  cristen) 
man,  that  tmstetih  not  in  mannes  myght,  ne  in  wisedome  of  the 
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trnstitk  not  in  strength  of  man,  ne  in  tnmritorj  wisdom,  but  aH  in 
}e  gnoe  of  god ;  and  sucne  men  wf  t^nte  donte  shnfi  wynne  the 
east^  of  heyezi).    Ad  quod  &e. 

[xvn.  ] 

CACLTDES. 
(or  ▲  Toxnro  kitioht  who  blew  ah  old  khioht  and  mabbicd  hu 

WIDOW.) 

Cadides  was  a  wys  emptfrome  legnyng  in  the  cite  of  Bome ;  in 
ye  Empire  of  whom  thei'  were  two  knyghtis,  oon  was  oLi^  and 
yst  o|>ir  was  yong*.  the  old  man  had  weddid  to  wif  a  yong  damys^ 
and  the  yong  kny^t  had  weddid  an  old  woman);  and  both  thes 
men  duellid  in  oo  cite,  ny  to-gidi^  So  hit  happid  in  a  certain  day, 
that  this  yong  knyght  had  a  grete  yje  on  the  yong  wif^  that  was 
yweddid  to  the  old  knyg^t,  and  was  hily  laviBshed  in  to  hir  love ; 
and  )K)i]ght ''  ]mt  hit  had  be  more  connenient  me  to  hane  had  tiiia 
yonge  woman),  and  fe  ofer  man  my  wif."  And  in  dede  he  spak  to 
this  yong  woman),  &  she  giauntid  him;  but  she  was  kept,  )>at  she 
myght  not  bieke  onto,  to  do  no  trespas.    So  fiB  woman)  lokid  onto 
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world,  that  is  passyng,  but  only  trosteth  in  goddes  grace ;  to  the 
whiche  god  brynge  ys  1    Amen. 

[  Vn.  leaf  13,  back.1 

CIdides  reigned  in  Bome  Emperonre,  in  whos  Empire  were  \j. 
knyghtes,  one  olde,  another'  yonge.  The  olde  knyght  hadde 
wedded  a  yonge  woman,'  and  the  yonge  knyght  'had  wedded'  an 
olde  woman ;  and  tUse  \j.  knyghtes  dwelled  nere  to-gedie.  It  'happened 
this'  yonge  knyght  sawe  ones  the  wyf  of  his  f  elaw,  the  olde  knyght^ 
and  anoD)^  he  was  take '  in  the  love  of  her,  and  thought,  it  were 
more  honest  that  I  shnld  have  such  a  wyf,  'and  my  felaw  to  haye 
SQohe  a  wyf  as  I  haye.'  %  This  yonge  knyght  spake  so  to  the  yonge 
lady,  that  she  consented ;  bat  she  was  kept  so  streight,^  that  in'  no 
wise  thei  myght  not'  come  to-gedre,  for  to  fnlfille  her  wille  in  feble 
dede.  f  It  fiUe  so,^'  that  the  lady  was  wonte  ofte  sithes  to  rise,  and 

*  majde.        *  Om.       '  h^yped  that  the.        ^  Ow^        *  Om.       •  Om, 

^  Om.        •Om.       •Om.        *•  Om. 
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oft  iyme  at  her  chambtfr  wyndowe,  for  to  here  the  swete  song  that 

the  yong  knyght  Ycdd  to  syng ;  and  afore  this  wyndow  stode  a  f eiie 

fygge-tre,  vpon)  pe  which  a  nyghtingale  yaid  to  ait  &  syng;  and 

therfore  ye  yong  lady  vsid  ofte  tyme  to  rise  in  the  nygbt  to  here  this 

brid  syng.    At  pe  last  the  old  man,  her  husbond,  perceyyed  hit,  and 

seid  to  hir,  **  Telle  me  the  cause  whi  J)oa  risest  so  ofte  fro  thi  bed."* 

''  A !  seTy"  quod  she, ''  pere  is  sittyng  in  ye  tree  snche  a  bri<$,  ^t 

syngeth  swetly,  and  I  arise  to  here  him."    &  ye  knyght  arose  yp,  and 

ioke  an  arowe  and  a  bowe,  and  shet  at  ye  brid,  &  slowe  hit ;  &  drow 

his  hert  oate,  &  cast  hit  to  her,  &  seid,  "  Take  yere  the  hert  of*  him, 

for  whos  song  yon  ros  yp  so  anygbt  fro  me.    And  ^erfore  fro  hennys 

forward  hold  thi  bed."    When  ye  yong  knyght  herd  telle  how  ^that 

he  had  slawe  this  brid,  he  thought, ''  if*  he  knew  how  moche  I  loye 

his  wif  ,  he  wold  do  to  me  as  he  hath  do  jto  ^  brid ;  but  hit  shal  not 

be  so.*'  He  armyd  him,  and  entrid  in  to  the  hous  of  the  old  kny^t^ 

and  slow  him ;  &  sone  after  his  old  wif  died,  and  yo  he  weddid  the 

yong  wif*. 

>  leaf  IGO,  ool.  1. 
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go  to  her  chambre  wyndow,  for  to  here  the  yonge  knyght,  how 
meryly  he  songe.  And  before  the  wyndowe  was  a  figge-tree,  ypon 
the  whiche  a  Nyghtyngale  songe  swetely.  The  lady  'a-roose  on 
nyghtes^  for  to  here  fals  songe.  The  olde  knyght,  whan  he  had  per- 
aeiyed  that,  he  said  to  his  wyf, ''  Telle  me  for  what  cause  thou  lisest 
so  ofte  on^  nyghtes,  out  of  thi  bedde ) "  IT  She  said,  "  six',  there  is  a 
nyghtyngale,  that  syngeth  eyery'  nyght  fulle  swetely,  and  for  to 
here  his  songe  I  rise  out  of  my^  bedde  'a  nyghtes."^  IT  Whan  the 
knyght  had*  herde  ^that,  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slougK 
the  Nyghtyngale ;  and  toke  out  the  harte,  and  gaf  it  to  his  wyf,  and 
said,  **  Se,  ^here  is  his  hert^  that  songe  so  merely,  for  whos  songe 
thou  aroose  so  ofte ;  from  hens  forward  thou  shalt  rest  in  thi  bedde." 
IT  The  yonge  knyght,  whan  he  herde  that  the  Nyghtyngale  was  slayn), 
he  thought  'in  his  hert,  **  and*  he  wist  how  moche  I  loyed  his  wyf, 
he  wold  do  to  me  as  he  did  to  the  Nyghtyngale,  but  it  shaH  not  be 
sa"  %  Than  he  armed  hym,  and  went^^  into  the  house  of  the  olde 
knyght,  and  slough  hym ;  and^^  anon)  after  ^  his  wyf  died ;  and  than 
he  wedded  the  olde  knyghtes  wyf,  and  afterward  ended  his  lyf  in 
pease. 

■  rose  a-nyghtes.     '  in.     '  alle.     *  the.     *  at  nyght     *  On,     Meof  14. 
*  the  hart  of  bym.    *  with  in  hym  mAie,  Tt    **  entred.    *'  Om.    *'  after  thai. 


62  XTILOWnnmnAHOTOUirOWIVB.  XOBALITE  ffiJEL,7883,&ll>DlMM. 

XOBALITB. 

DEre  firendifl,  this  Emperooie  is  otue  loide  Ibera  CxiBt,  Fader  of 
heyeii).  In  hiB  empire  beth  two  knygliW, — how  so  1  )}e  yong 
knyg^  was  moyses,  ^t  weddid  tdie  ol<$  wif*,  scU.  ye  old  lawe» 
^at  was  byfore  the  natioite  of  Crist :  the  old  knjght  is  oui*  lord 
Jhesu.  Crist,  the  which  is  wtt^ate  begynnyng;  and  he  weddid  a 
yong  wif^y  when  he  made  the  new  lawe,  &  fylid  not  yat  othir,  as  is 
seid  in  the  gospeH,  Nan  veid  soluere  legem,  aed  adimpilere,  I  come 
not  to  lose  or  vndo  J»e  lawe,  but  to  fidfille  hit.  but  moyses  &  aH 
othir  profit}  and  patriarkes  desired  for  to  se  this  new  lawe  of  Crista 
and  to  be  weddid  J^erwith;  but  fei  myght  not  se  hit.  The  lady 
106  yp  ofte  tyme  for  to  here  the  swete  song  of  the  bird ;  by  the  lady 
we  yndirstond  fe  soule,  made  to  pe  likkenesse  of  god,  )»e  which 
owith  to  arise  fro  the  bed  of  synne,  and  here  ye  song  of  ye  word  of 
gody  and  of  holy  scripture.  The  fyg-tre,  ^at  stondith  afore  ye 
wyndowe,  is  ye  Cros  of  Crist,  |>at  stondith  afore  oure  yjen):  the 
brid,  pat  syngeth  so  swetly,  is  ye  manhode  of  Crist,  ye  which  praied 
his  fader  for  vs  on^  the  cros;  and  yere  in  yai  tre  was  skyn)  by  men 

>  in,  MS. 
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S^dantoio.  Prendes,  this  £mp6roar  is  onr  lord  Jhem  exist, 
in  whos  Empire,  that  is,  in  this  world,  were  two  knyghtes,  <me 
yonge,  the  other  olde.  The  yonge  knyght  was  Moyses,  that  weddeJ 
the  olde  woman,  that  is,  the  olde  lawe.  f  The  olde  knyght  was  our 
lord  Jhe$n  erist,  that  is,  god  with  out  begynnyng ;  and  he  wedded 
a  yonge  maiden),  that  is,  the  new  lawe  that  he  made,  and  fowled 
not  the  other ;  wherfore  he  said,  I  come  not  to  broke  the  lawe,  but 
to  fulfille  it.  IT  But  moyses  and  alt  the  prophetes  desired  for  to  wedde 
this  lawe,  that  is  to  sey,  crist,  and  thei  sawe  hym  not  By  the  lady, 
that  arose  out  of  her  bedde,  we  shali  yndirstond  the  soule  formed  to 
the  symylitude  of  god,  that  oweth  to  a-rise  out  of  the  bedde  of  synne, 
and  here  the  song^  of  the  holy  scripture,  f  The  figge-tree  before  the 
wyndowe  is  the  crosse  of  crist  before  oure  eyen).  The  nyghtyngale^ 
that  songe  swetely,  is  the  manhede  of  crista  that  on  the  crosse  piaiad 
to  his  fiidir  for  synnars ;  but  he  was  slayn)  of  mankynd,  and  exdbe& 
dethe  for  our  synne&  IT  Therf ore  we  owe  to  wedde  his  wyf>,  that  is^ 
his  lawcy  and  loye  her,  and  lede  a  pesible  lyf*,  by  the  whiche  we  mow 

'  soo«,Ka 
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for  onie  synnes.     And  ^erfore  we  shuli)  [wed]  his  wifi,  bcU.  his  lawe, 
&  lode  ])erwith  peeahle  lyf*,  and  haue  euerlastyng  lyf*.    Ad  quam  &c. 
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please  god,  and  so  porchace  ys  ever  lastyng  ly^;  to  the  whiche 
biynge  ts  ooie  loicl  Ihem  Crisfc  1    Amen. 


[  xvm.  ] 

ANTONIUS  THE  EMPi&JROUKE. 
(how  a  oitt  was  taken  bt  strataokm.) 

Antonins  was  a  wise  Emperonf  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Rome ;  the 
which  ordeyned  for  a  law,  yai  what  tyme  thei'  was  any  fyre  in 
.  ^tdte^thei^shnldbeabideliy-ordeinedfortoaYaitehitiand 
to  make  an  high  prodamacioii)  in  ye  cite,  seying, ''  0 1  there  is  fire  in 
snche  a  place  in  fe  cite;  hy  you  to  ryng  yonr  hellis,  and  ^t  afi  )»e  yates 
of  ye  die  wei^  stekid  t  Hit  happid  y&t  there  was  oon,  yet  ihon§^t 
for  to  spoils  ye  die,  A  yerfoie  seid  to  his  s^mann^,  ''  Dere  Frendis, 
if  we  set  fire  in  the  cite,  anon  yere  shalhe  made  a  cry,  and  men  shal 
aime  hem,  &  ayenstond  ys  ;  anon)  the  yatis  shulbe  shit ;  and  ^^rfore 
I  wold  we  had  better  connseiH  in  )>is  cas,  how  yet  we  myght  recouere 
this  cite,  wit^oute  crying  or  makyng  of  noise."  then  spake  oon,  & 
seid,  *'  My  lord,  ye  shnl  hane  good  counseiH ;  let  vs  pesibly  ^Entre  the 
dte,  and  abide  there  as  by  space  of  i^'.  daies ;  and  let  ys  cry  a  feste, 
and  we  shtd  make  a  diynke  of  suche  a  Ycrtne,  that  eu^ry  man  that 
drynketh  yerof*  shal  slepe  anon  af tir ;  and  when  thei  beth  on  slepe, 
we  shnfi  haue  core  desire,  wit^ute  shedyng  of  blode.**  *^  This  is 
good  counseiH,''  quod  he.  And  yerfore  this  knyght  with  his  meyne 
entrid  ye  citee ;  and  thei  bedde  bB.  men  to  feste,  &  made  suche  a 
diynke ;  and  anon)  as  men  dronke  on  this  drynke,  thei  slept  anon). 
And  while  thei  slept^  thei  entrecl  the  cite,  and  spoile<l  hit ;  and  aftir 
that  thei  set  hit  on  fire,  the  which  brend  afi  Yp ;  but  aH  manor  of 
men)  were  in  suche  plight,  that  yere  was  [none]  to  crye ;  ''  fire  is  in 
the  cite ;  go  ryng  youi'  bellis,  and  steke  the  3atis  t " 

*  leaf  160,  od.  2. 
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XORAUTB. 

Swete  fiendifl,  this  Emperotu'  is  ooie  loide  Thega  Crist ;  fe  which 
ordeined  a  lawe,  J^at  as  oft  tyme  as  fe  fire  of*  synne  is  in  thi 
soule,  that  thou  renne  swiftly  to  fe  belle  of  confession).  So  that 
fere  he  at  leste,  for  reeon)  of  the  trynyte,  thre  hellis,  bcU.  Jiat  is  to 
sey,  contricion),  confession),  and  satisfaccion).  and  aftir  shit  the 
yatis,  that  is  to  sey,  thi  y.  witter,  that  deth  entre  not  by  the  yatis. 
The  knyght,  fat  comyth  wtt^  his  meyne,  is  ^e  deviH,  the  whiche 
goth  aboute  for  to  seche  whom  he  may  devoure ;  and  fer£oie  be  ye 
strong  in  the  feith,  and  defend  you.  his  folowers  betli  the  vij. 
dedly  synnes ;  &  he  makith  a  feste  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  puttitli  fortK 
the  yanytes  of  fe  worlde  to  a  man).  And  the  erthly  man)  hath  so 
grete  appetit  in  fe  worldly  yanytes,  yat  he  slepitll,  sctZ.  hath  so  grete 
dilectacion)  in  hem,  f&i  he  perceyyetli  not  the  periH  of  his  soula  Ss 
fe  worldly  diynke  is  perilous  drynke,  for  if*  a  man)  drynke  oonys 
^ereof^  he  may  ynnetb  be  fulii ;  he  faritb  as  doth  a  man)  y&t  hath 
the  dropcy,  ye  more  he  diynketh,  ye  more  he  thristetlL  And  so  hit 
is  of  worldly  goodis,  for  ye  more  that  a  man  hath  of  hem,  ye  more 
he  coyetith ;  and  yeriore  such  men)  take  non  hedei  of  this  text  yat 
folowith,  IT  Toius  mundus  in  maligno  poniiur,  yat  is  to  sey,  Att  ye 
world  is  set  in  wikkednesse.  And  ^erfore  if  there  be  any  suche, 
hit  were  nedeful  yat  he  roime  to  ye  bellis  of  confession).  But  we  see 
somtyme  y&i  bellis  may  not  wele  be  yronge,  for  thei  beth  bounde  so 
strongly  to  a  tre,  yat  they  may  [not]  be  ymeyed.  Tn  ye  same  wise 
beth  tongis  of  synners  boondyn)  by  the  DeuyH,  pat  thei  may  not  be 
yshriyen).  The  Deyil  doth  as  doth  thefes ;  for  if  thefes  here  berkyng 
of  houndis,  thei  castith  hem  brede  or  flessh,  &  so  thei  leye  berkyng  ; 
and  so  the  thef  entritli  ye  hous,  and  holdith  men  by  the  throtia, 
yat  thei  cry  not  for  help ;  &  doth  oute  the  fire,  ynto  ye  tyme  thei 
haue  sped  of  her  pray.  So  ye  deyiH  castith  forth  a  delectacion)  or  a 
^ught  in  to  a  man),  and  makith  him  to  thenk  thus,  }a,  I  am  yong 
ynow,  I  may  aH  in  tyme  Shryye  me,  ^when  I  am  a  liteH  elder.  And 
so  the  man  rennyth  not  to  confession);  For  if*  he  do,  he  takith  him 
by  the  throte,  sciZ.  he  puttith  in  him  shame,  that  he  sha&  not  shriye 

*  leal  leO;  ba^  ooL  1. 
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him,  and  inth  ytX  the  fire  of  deyocion)  is  slaked.  And  feriore^  deie 
"FwodiB,  let  Y8  fle  fro  this  thef  ^  devel,  for  we  knowith  not  in  what 
boor  that  thef,  bcU.  deth,  shal  come  Tpoo)  tb,  in  age  or  in  jongitli; 
and  ferioxB  let  yb  eaer  be  ledj  w«t^  the  viigynes  y&t  toke  oyle,  BdL 
maritoij  wedcy%  and  so  we  mow  come  to  the  blisse  abona  Ad 
fnod  no$  pexducat  qui  viuii  ^  regnai  &c 

[  XIX.  ] 
ANDRONICUS  pEMPEBOTTEi 

(OV  THl  KNIGHT  WHO  SJlVID  HIS  LIF8  BT  ANSWEBIira  8SVBH 

QUB8TI0NS.) 

Andnmicos  was  Emperoni'  of  Borne,  &  r^gned  thez^  mightj  in 
power :  and  he  had  wtt^  him  a  knyg&t,  named  Temedns,  the 
.  which  was  lightwis  and  good ;  Nen^rtheles  by  enemys  he  was 
accused  grevonsly  to  fe  emperoui',  the  which  myght  yerenoo  sentence 
ayenst  him.  And  when  the  Emparoui'  saw  this,  he  thought  how  and 
bywhatmansre^the  myglitgiiTeornoyhiiii;and  ]»0rf ore  he  clepid 
him  to  him,  and  seid,  "  Pere  Frende,  }<m  shalt  answere  to  certeiii 
questions,  ^  which  I  shal  put  ynto  the,  and  y&i  in  peyne  of  thi  lyf.** 
"Sir,"  quod  )Mit  othir,  '^ I  shal  do  aH  ])at  I  can  or  may."  «'TeUe 
me  how  moche  is  fro  heyeD)  to  belief  fiB  is  my  first  question)." 
'' Sir,"  quod  that  othir,  "  as  modi  as  is  a  sighing  fro  the  hert."  ''The 
second  I  aske,  how  depe  is  fe  Seef  **  " Sir,"  qtiod  he,  "as  is  ]>e  cast 
6t  a  stone."  ''  The  thrid,  how  many  galons  of  salte  water  ben)  in 
the  Sect"  "Sir,"  qtiod  he,  "let  aH  ^ ontepassinge^  of  fressh  water 
be  stoppid,  &  I  shi^  t^  the."  "  The  iiij.  of  what  crafte  or  of  what 
myster  beth  moete  men))"  "Sir,"  quod  he,  "of  leche-crafte." 
"  The  V.  of  whom  beth  moste  and  f  ewist  I "  "  Sir,"  qtiod  he,  "  of 
popys."  Then  seid  the  Emperotu',  "The  y^.^  shal  distroy  him ; — 
how  many  daies  ionmey  beth  in  fe  sercle  of  the  world)"  then 
spake  [he],  "  oonly  the  space  of  oo  day."  "  now,  what  difference 
is  bytwene  riche  and  poudre)''  "but  rychesse,"  quod  f&t  othir. 
Whenne  fe  emp^roui'  had  herd  aH  thes  wordis,  he  seid,  ")>ou 
answeredist  to  my  first  question),  &  saidist,  fat  heveii)  was  fro  belle 
asmoche  as  isasighyngfio^  hert;  t^  me  now  how  may  ])at  be  f " 
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**  Sir/'  quodf  he,  "  for  in  tumyng  of  an  yje  comjth  a  sygbing  fro  the 
herty  &f  ser,  in  bo  lit^  space  may  a  good  soule  paase  to  heyen)^  Ss 
a  dampnyd  scale  to  helk."  ''what  is  pe  depnesse  of  the  Seet" 
**aer^  I  sey,  the  cast  of  a  Btos);  for  eche  heyj  thing  naturely  de- 
•bendithy  &  for  fe  stone  is  hery  and  ponderous,  ^erf ore  he  wott 
discende,  and  ^erfore,  If  I  were  ^a  ston),  I  shnld  discende  to  ^ 
gronnde  of  ^e  see,  &  telle  yon  the  soth  by  prabacion)."  Then  seid 
fe  emperoni*,  ''  what  if  ^  aH  ))e  ontegoyng  of  the  fteBA  water  be 
atoppidt"  ''For  if  faa  did  so,  then  I  shuld  tplle  fe  how  many 
galons  of  salt  watel^[were]  in  }e  see.**  qtcod  the  emperoni',  "jDat 
were  impossible  me  to  do.**  ^  So  were  y&t  ofer  impoenble  for  me," 
quod  he,  "for  to  mow  here.**  "How  of  lechecraft f "  quo&  ^ 
etxi'perota^.  "For  ^are  is  no  man,"  seid  |»e  knyght,  "bat  ^  he  is 
•omtyme  seke,  &  somiyme  medlitli  wtt^  medicynea."  Then  seid  he, 
"how  of  the  Fopef"  " For  god  is  oon,"  seid  he,  "and  }erioie  he 
bath  made  a  yyker."  "  And  also  who  makith  fe  daies  ioumey,  ^al 
ym  speke  oft**  "  Sir,"  quod  he,  "  the  sonne,  ^  which  goth  aboute 
aH  f9  world  in  oo  daye."  "  Go  thi  wey,"  quod  the  emperooi',  "  for 
thyn)  answeris  haoe  ykept  the  ho  deth." 

XORALITB. 

DEre  Frendis,  this  Emperooi'  may  be  callid  eche  man),  )>at  aiguytll 
how  ])at  he  may  in  the  day  of  dome  answere  to  god.  pe  first, 
how  moche  is  bytwene  good  and  yuett  1  and  )>at  is  to  )>e  first  question)^ 
where  as  he  askith,  how  moche  is  bytwene  heuen)  and  helle  t  & 
jKxt  fan  oughtiflt  to  considre  in  fi  hert,  what  foM  shalt  haoe  for  the 
good,  BcU,  heuen),  and  for  yvel,  bcU.  helle;  and  ])erfore  fle  yr^ 
&  take  fe  good.  How  depe  the  See  isf  By  fat  thoa  shuldist  thenk 
how  moche  is  ^  periH  of  this  worlde,  &  to  fle  thilke  perils ;  for  hit 
is  hard  to  go  in  to  the  fyre,  &  not  to  brenne  ^  solis  of  fi  fete.  So  it 
is  hard  to  go  in  the  world,  &  not  ofifend  god.  Also  of  what  crafte 
is  moste  f  Know  ^n,  that  fere  beth  two  maner  of  medycyns,  ^t  is 
to  sey,  material,  and  Bj^ii'Uuii;  and  aH  )>e  chose  childryn)  of  god 
moste  vse  the  sptri^ueH  medicyn),  &  haue  node  of  hit^  For  witAoute 

>  leaf  160^  back,  ool.  9.  '  k,lf8w 
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hit  fere  is  non  helth  in  no  cieahue.  Abo  of  what  crafte  or  of  what 
myster  beth  moete  &  fewirtt  bcU,  y^  pope ;  for  echo  man  is  a  pope 
oner  him  aalf ,  &  is  yholde  to  laboui'  for  his  owne  heltlL  Also  how 
many  daiss  iotfrneyst  ])is  t^rme  or  this  dyet,  is  not  ellis  but  the 
termeof  ihilyf ;  f or  if  that  we  lyyed  an  cyere,  hit  is  but  an  honre 
as  to  ngu&  of  enarkstyng  lyf  .  And  ^erfore  let  tb  make  him,  ^t 
siidi  a  dyet  in  ys,  to  rise  wtt^  ys,  and  lig  with  ys  ;  and  lat  tb 
so  wetey  ^t  we  mowen)  passe  onto  of  the  world  as  dene  as 
we  entrid,  thnijg^  meritoiy  werkex.  Also  difference  is  bytwene  licK 
and  ponsre,  seA.  he  [is]  riche^  Jiat  hath  many  v^rtnes,  by  the  which 
he  doth  plesaonoe  to  god ;  ft  he  is  poo^re,  fa^  lakkith  ^  yertne.  And 
therfore  let  ys  laboitP  for  suche  richesses,  wherthorgli  we  mow  oome 
to  ^  kyngdom  of  hevenX    Ad  quod  ^e. 

[XX.  ] 
BONONIUS  THE  EMP-EfiOUR 

(OV  THB  THSn  JBALOUB  PHTSIOIANS.) 

BOnonins  was  regnyng  a  wys  emperom'  in  the  cite  of  Borne,  but  in 
aH  his  tyme  he  lay  as  he  were  seke ;  and  ferfore  he  sent  mes- 
sangers  in  to  diners  centres,  for  to  wete  if  fere  were  any  lechis 
^t  myght  hele  him,  J^at  hemyght  be  brought  vnto  him.  And  at  the 
last  fere  was  oon  yfounde,  callici  Aueroys,  fat  was  sotiH:  in  crafte, 
and  a  good  practiser.  When  he  was  brought  byfore  the  emperoure, 
and  saw  him,  he  seid  to  him,  ^*  Sir,  rest  you  mery,  and  ioyeth  in  oure 
Ion).''  And  he  bad  him  shew  his  vryne;  and  so  it  was  ydoni. 
Wheniw  he  had  yseyii)  his  vryne,  he  ordeyned  a  medycyn),  and  yaf  hit 
to  the  emperoui',  by  the  which  the  emperoure  had  his  hele.  And 
the  Emperoure  yaf  to  him  many  feii'  yiftis,  and  made  him  to  abide 
wtt^  him ;  and  there  he  heled  many  seke.  So  there  were  thre  lechis 
in  fe  cite,  J^at  had  grete  indignaciou)  and  envie  of  this  leche ;  and 
^«rfore  thei  counseiled  to-gidre  how  thei  myght  distroy  him.  '*  doth 
aftir  my  counseiM',''  seid  oon  of  hem,  ''and  we  shul  distroy  him 
withoute  any  hurt,  and  J^at  in  this  maner.  Somday  we  shul  passe 
cute  of  this  cite  to  yisite  seke  men)  of  his  cure,  and  I  shal  stond  in 
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his  wejy  and  ^t  f er  from  the  citee,  by  the  space  of  a  myle.  Afid 
when  he  comyth  to  me-ward,  I  shal  lifte  vp  myii  hond^  and  make 
TpoD)  me  |»e  signe  of  the  dossoy  and  I  shal  sey,  Alias!  alias  1 
maister,  what  eUeth  the,  thou  ait  lepn  t  And  oon  of  yon  shal  stond 
fro  me  the  space  of  g.  or  i^  myle ;  and  when  he  oomyth  to  him,  he 
shaH  affenne  my  woni,  and  sey  as  I  seid.  And  fe  thnd  of  tb  sh^ 
he  tkie  or  fotu'  myle  beyonde;  and  when  he  seth  him  nye,  he 
shal  begynne  to  go,  and  make  lamentacion),^  and  seyn,  oute,  alas ! 
my  maistie  is  ymade  lepre.  And  when  he  seth  ys  alle  accocde  in 
oon,  he  shaH  trow  in  ys,  and  then  for  drede  he  shal  bycome  lepre ; 
for  so  a  lepre  may  be  made."  And  then  thei  seid,  this  was  a  good 
connseiH.  And  so  thei  aspied  among  hem  when  Ausroys  shold  ride 
onto  of  the  cite ;  and  fi&  f  oiseid  man)  stood  oute  of  the  dtee,  by  the 
space  of  iig.  myle,  &  made  contynaunce  as  he  had  be  goyng ;  the 
seconde  was  two  myle  fro  him,  and  fe  thrid  was  fonre  myle.  When 
Au^roys  was  y-come,  the  first  mette  wit^  him,  and  lift  vp  his  bond, 
and  made  the  eigne  of  the  cros,  and  seid,  '^maist^r,  what  eileth 
you  f  **  **  nought  but  good,"  quod  Aa^roys,  **  what,  whi  seist  pan.  so  t 
what  seest  ^u  inmet"  '' Forsoth,  I  se  thou  art  lepre."  *'And  I 
sey  thou  liest  in  thi  bed,"  quod  Ao^roys ;  and  smote  his  hors,  and 
rode  forth.  Keuartheles  he  ^dradde  moche  of  the  forseid  word,  and 
gietly  dullid  therwith.  Anon  aftdr  an  oyer  mette  with  him,  and 
seid,  ^'Alasl  maister,  ysX  euer  I  shuld  see  ^  in  such  astate." 
**Why,  manf "  quod  he,  "what  seest  fovL  in  met"  th^x  seid  yeX 
oyer%  "thou  art  a  grete  lepre."  And  if  he  dred  afore,  he  dred 
moche  more  after ;  neuertheles  he  rode  forth.  And  the  thiid  met 
wit^  hitn,  and  cried  with  a  lowde  vois,  ''  A !  good  maister,  tome 
ayen),  for  ^u  art  a  foule  lepre."  Then  he  thought,  fai  hit  myght 
not  be  f als,  that  thre  had  so  a£fermed ;  &  toke  so  grete  drede,  that, 
he  becom  a  foule  lepre ;  &  toke  a  myrroui',  and  when  he  saw  him 
self,  he  wepte  bitterly;  he  vndirstode  not  fe  malice  of  his  i^\ 
enemys.  Tho  he  turned  ayen)  to  the  Emperoui',  and  shewid  him 
his  sikenes;  and  ]>e  Emperoui'  was  bevy  therfore,  and  seid  to  him, 
"good  maister,  be  not  bevy,  for  as  long  as  ^u  levist,  thou  shalt 
haue  aU  thi  necessaries  of  me."    Then  seid  he,  "  if  I  had  oo  thing 
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y$Jt  I  deaiie,  I  diiilcl  be  deliueie<i  of  this  infiimyte."  ''Telle  me 
what  t9i  is,"  quod  ]>e  Emperom'.  ''Sir,"  qtiod  he,  '<if>  I  mjght 
bathe  in  blode  of  goetis,  I  shulcl  be  hole  of  this  infiimyte."  then 
fe  emjMToaire^  as  sone  as  he  myglit,  let  oidein  a  [yesselle]  Mi  of 
Uode;  and  he  entriJ  yn  anon,  &  he  was  hole  as  he  was  ywasshe 
and  ybathed  thexin,  &  he  was  as^  dene  as  the  flessh  of  a  litett 
ehilde.  When  the  Empsroui'  saw  hint,  he  seid,  ''I  am  more  iocoDd 
fBa  anj  man)  may  trowe,  Jiat  I  se  the  lude,  but,  ser,  I  morveiH  ^t 
thoa  ware  so  sodeinly  smyteD)  with  lepie."  **  Now  I  perceyoe  wele/' 
quod  AusnjB,  **^t  I  was  not  smyten)  with  lepre  nafcnrelly;  for 
if  hit  had  benatnreUy,  foisothi  had  not  be  hole  so  sone,  bat  I  fynde 
in  doctrine^  that  a  man  may  be  made  lepie  thuigh  dreda  The 
fUawis  of  myne  met  me  in  the  feU,  and  by  her  assent,  echoi]>  stond- 
ing  in  dinsrs  pkosf,  tolcl  me  J^at  I  was  smyteii)  with  lepie,  and  for 
dzede  ^^rof  I  was  lepre."  When  the  emperotire  herd  this,  and  bad 
ibnnde  by  dere  probacion)  ^t  it  was  soth,  he  made  hem  to  be  draws 
to  the  gybet^  atte  the  tallies  of  the  hors^  &  so  made  hem  to  be 
nongid.  And  alt  men  hily  commendid  the  emperoui',  y&t  he  had 
yoren)  so  inst  a  dome;  and  An^roys  duelleth  stills  wiih  the 
Emperom',  &  imjf  endid  Mb  lyf>. 

XOBALITB. 

GOod  men,  this  "Emperoxuf  is  eche  good  cristeD)  mail) ;  the  whidi 
ofte  tyme  is  syke  thorow  synne,  Qfiia  nemo  eine  jpocesio  viutt^ 
For  no  man  may  lyve  withoute  synne ;  the  whidi  sike  man)  sendith 
messangers,  bcH,  praiers,  Fastyng,  &  almesdede,  for  help  of  his  soule. 
Atte  the  lasts  ^  fyndeth  a  wys  ledie,  bcH,  a  discrete  confessoni', 
'afore  whom  thoa  most  shew  water  of  confessioii),  and  Tryne  of  con- 
tridon) ;  aftir  pe  whiche,  this  discrete  confessouz'  hatK  to  deme  thi 
^e,  and  to  considre  the  yryne  of  contridon),  &  by  J^at  he  moete 
ordeine  for  medicynys  of  penaonce.  And  then  pon  moete  submytte 
the  to  him,  and  receiue  thi  penaonce,  and  so  thoa  nudste  duelle  wttA 
the  kyng^  wtt^ontcD)  ende.  Now,  sirs,  the  i\j.  enyioos  lechis,  yat  hath 
so  grete  enyy,  both  the  flessh,  the  devitt,  and  the  world,  the 
whictl  stireth  a  man  to  do  yvelL — ^And  what  then)  foisotll  thd 
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spietli  when  y&t  he  Jpasrith  the  cite,  bcU.  whaii)  Jutt  he  goth  oate  of 
fe  commatindemeiit  of  god ;  and  then  thei  metith  with  him,  for  to 
cry  and  sej  pat  he  is  a  lepre,  acQ.  a  synner.  for  lepre  is  not  callid 
in  holy  writte  but  synne^  ensample  of  d3rna ;  for  as  long  as  she  was 
in  the  hous  w«t^  iacob  h^  Fader,  so  long  she  was  vnkaught,  bat 
when  she  yede  forth,  by  Se<^m^  she  was  ravisshed  &  filed.  And 
so  as  long  as  we  beth  wttAin  the  boondis  of  the  commaondement^ 
of  god,  we  beth  not  in  the  lepre  of  synne ;  and  ^^ore  let  ys  holcl 
Ts  within  ye  comiTianndemenl^  of^  god,  ]»at  we  beth  not  smyten)  wtt7* 
lepie.  And  if  hit  hap  ]ttt  we  infect,  let  ts  do  as  did  the  emp^roui' 
wtt^  Aneroys.  The  Emperoure  made  %  vess^  to  be  yfeld  with 
blode  of  gotes;  and  so  let  ys  fitt  onre  hert^n  with  good  and  meritoiy 
dedis  or  werkis,  and  let  ts  be  bathid  feria,  moO.  be  ywassh  firo  all 
thoaghtis  of  synne ;  and  so  by  the  consequest  W%  shuli'  be  dansid. 
And  then  seiche  we  wttAin  onre  wittes,  who  hit  was  ^at  stired  ts  to 
synne ;  and  when  we  hane  3rf onnde  hem,  let  ts  sette  heal  to  the  taiH 
of  an  hors,  eeiL  fro  fe  begynnyng  of  onre  lyf  to  shew  ili  ^at  we 
hane  ydo  afore  to  a  discrete  confeBsoni',  &  for  to  hong  onre  syniiys  in 
a  gybet,  bcU,  in  wille  nener  eft  sonys  to  do  synne ;  and  m>  we  fliay 
come  to  euerlastyng  lyf*.    Ad  quam  &e. 

[  XXL  ] 

AHTONIUS  THE  EMPJKOUEE. 

(thi  moral  ov  thb  oamb  ov  ohbsb.) 

ANtonins  was  a  wys  emp^ronP  regnyng  in  the  cite  of  Home,  th« 
which  Tsid  moche  to  pley  with  honndis ;  and  aftir  ]ttt  pley,  aH 
\e  day  aftir  he  wolde  Tse  )>e  cheese.  So  yn  a  day,  as  he  pleide  at  ^ 
chesse,  &  byheld  the  kyng  sette  yn  the  pley,  som  tyme  hy  and 
som  tyme  lowe,  among  anfyns  and  pownys,  he  thought  ^^rwith  ^ot 
hit  wold  be  so  with  him,  for  he  shnld  dey,  and  be  hid  Tndir  ertlL 
And  ^^ore  he  deTided  his  Beame  in  thre  parties ;  and  he  yaf  oo  part 
to  \e  kyng  of  leru^al^m ;  |»e  secnnde  part  Tnto  )>e  lordis  of  his  Heame 
or  his  empire ;  and  the  thrid  partie  Tnto  the  pore  people ;  &  yede 
him  self  Tnto  tho  holy  londe,  and  thei'  he  endid  his  lyf  in  peas. 
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moralitb: 

^Cleth  now,  good  sirs;  this  emperoui',  fht  lovith  so  wele  play, 
)0  maj  be  called  eche  worldly  maii)  fat  occnpieth  him  in  vanytes 
of  the  world ;  but  he  moete  take  kepe  of*  the  pley  of  the  cheese,  as  did 
the  emparonie.  the  chekir  or  |»e  cheese  hath  yi^.  poyntes  in  eche 
portie.  In  en^ry  pley  beth  viij.  kyndes  of  meid^  Bcik  man,  woman^, 
wedewer,  wedowis,  lewid  meii^  clerkds,  liche  men,  and  pooflre  menl 
at  this  pley  pleieth  yj.  men),  the  first  man),  f&t  goth  afore,  hath  not 
but  00  poynt,  but  whenne  he  goth  aside,  he  takith  ano]Mr ;  so  by  a 
pon^re  man);  he  hath  not,  but  when  he  comytk  to  pe  detK  witK 
pacience,  ^en  shaH  he  be  a  kyng  in  heuen),  -with  ^  kyng  of  pore 
men).  Bat  if*  he  gmcche  ayenst  his  neighbonf  of  his  stat,  and  be  a 
ihef>,  and  ravissh  Jiat  whei^  he  may,  ^en  he  is  ytake,  md  put  in  to 
the  preson)  of  helle.  The  second^  bcH.  alphyn),  lenneth  iij.  poyntes 
both  ypwarcl  and  doonewarcl;  [he]  bytokenyth  wise  men),  the 
whiche  by  deceyuable  eloquence  &  takyng  of  money  deceyueth,  & 
so  he  is  made  oonly.  The  ig.  seU.  fe  kny^t,  hath  iij.  poyntes,  & 
goth  yerwitK;  [he]  betokenyth  gentilmen  ])at  rennyth  aboute,  & 
ravisshith,  and  ioyeth  for  her  kynrede,  &  for  habundaunce  of 
richesse.  The  fourtll,  Bed.  fe  rook,  he  holdith  length  &  brede,  and 
takith  vp  what  so  is  in  his  way ;  he  betokenytti  okerers  and  false 
m^rchaunt},  fat  rennyth  aboute  ouer  aH,  for  wynnyng  &  lucre,  & 
rechith  not  how  thei  geteh),  so  that  thei  haue  hit  The  fif the  is  fe 
queue,  that  goth  fro  blak  to  blak,  or  fro  white  to  white,  and  is  yset 
beside  fe  kyng,  and  is  ytake  fro  the  kyng.  This  queue  bytokenyth 
Tiigyns  and  damesels,  J^at  goth  fro  chastite  to  83mne,  and  beth  ytake 
by  the  deviH,  for  glovis  or  such  maner  yiftis.  The  yj.  is  to  whom 
aH  owe  to  obey  and  mynystre;  and  he  goth  forth,  and  bakward 
ayen),  &  in  either  side,  &  takith  ouer  aM';  so  sone^  discendith  in  to 
fe  world,  and  ascendith  to  god  by  praiers;  But  when  he  takith 
[no]  kepe  of  god,  and  hath  no  meyne,  ])an'  is  hit  to  pe  man  chek- 
mate.  And  ^^ore  let  ys  not  charge  of  oure  estatis,  no  more  faa  is 
wtt^  Yq  men),  when  f&,  be  put  vp  in  ])e  poket;  then  hit  is  no 
ehaige  who  be  above  or  who  be  byneth ;  and  so  by  the  Spirit  of 
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loulynesse  we  may  come  to  |»e  ioy  of  heTeoX    And  ^t  giaunt  m, 
qui  viuU  &a 

[xxn.] 

ANDRONICUS  J)E  EMP-^jBOURK 

(OV  THB   THBBB   VALBB  WITZTSSSIS  AND  HOW  TEST  WBBB   DJBTJBOTJUI.) 

ANdionicuB  was  a  wiae  Emp^roure  legnying  in  the  cite  of  Rome ; 
yn  the  empire  of  whom  wei'  twey  men),  name^  Piriaa  and 
Plebeioa.  And  this  Piriua  hadde  a  certein  Porcion)  of  londe,  beside  ^ 
londe  of  Plebeios,  ^the  which  lond  plebeins*  gietly  desirecl ;  and  ha 
cam  ofte  to  pirias,  and  piaied  him  to  selle  him  ^t  pordon)  of  lon<^ 
^t  lay  so  ny  to  his,  and  had  him  aske  ^erfore  what  he  wol<},  and  ha 
shulcl  haue  hit  "  Nay,  god  forhede,"  quod  Piiias,  **  ftX  I  shnlcl 
seUe  the  heritage  of  my  fader;  and  ^erfoie  I  swere  by  the  helth  of* 
om'  emparoni',  I  woli  not  do  hit  by  no  wey."  When  Plebeioa* 
heni  this,  he  went  home  ayen)  wtt^  giete  confusion);  neuartheles 
fro  day  to  day  he  excited  him  to  selle  ^t  londe^  but  he  myght  not 
spede,  by  no  way.  Hit  happid  ^t  Pirios  fel  seke ;  and  he  clepid 
to  him  his  eldest  sons,  and  seid,  ''sone»  I  wame  the  Tpos)  mj 
blessing,  \ai  you  selle  not  ))e  lond  nei^  the  heritage  of  thi  eldris ; 
for  plebeios'  hily  conetith  hit^  bat  he  trayeiletli  afi  in  yeynl'' 
And  yo  Pirios'  tomede  to  ^  walle,  and  deide.  When  Plebeins*  hss& 
this,  he  hired  thre  fals  witnesses,  and  brought  hem  ^ider  with  him, 
withe  a  fals  chartre  in  his  honde,  to  ))e  hoos  of  the  dede  man) ;  and 
yer^  he  putte  a  seal  in  the  hond  of  the  dede  man),  ft  seid  to  y% 
witnesses,  ''loo!  now,  s^rs,  for  ye  shul  here  witnesse  how  ^ 
knyght  shal  seal  my  chartre  with  his  owne  hondis;  ^erfore  betll 
my  witnesses,  as  I  accorded  wtt^  yon."  ^  yis,  s^r,"  qtiod  thei,  **  we 
shul  be  redy  to  stond  in  lyf  and  detlL"  tho  anon  he  toke  the 
ihome  of  the  dede  man),  and  made  him  to  seal  hit  with  a  fids  seal ; 
and  whenne  yai  was  ydo,  the  kny^t  seid  to  his  witnesses,  ^lo! 
sers,  now  may  ye  saufly  say,  ^t  ye  saw  this  knygllt  seal  hit  with  his 
owen)  hondis."  so  when)  hit  was  ysealid,  thei  shewid  y&  chartre,  & 
toke  seising  in  the  londe.  When  the  sone  of  Pirios  herde  thee 
wordis,  he  seid  to  him,  ''A!  s^,  whi  occnpiest  ^u  my  londe t" 
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And  he  answeicl,  and  seid  to  him,  ^'Foisoth  )>e  londe  is  myn) ;  thy 
&der  sold  hit  to  me,  and  sealid  hit  wtt^  his  owne  hondb,  byf ore 
'witneflBea."  And  ^  witnesses  weie  redy,  and  seid,  **  We  beth  wit- 
nease  in  this  cas."  Thenne  fe  sons  of  the  dede  mail)  had  giete  mer- 
Teil^  &  mdf  ^*  Wei  I  wote,  pat  ^u  speke  oft  to  my  fader  ferot, 
and  he  wold  not  assente  to  the ;  and  also  afore  his  dethe,  my  f adir 
ehaigid  me,  ypoD)  his  blessing,  ^t  I  shuld  nen^  selle  the  heritage  of 
mj  FadiQB.''  ''Ye,"  quodi  the  knyght,  <'pat  forth  thi  ri^^t,  for  I 
hane  ynow  to  shew  for  me.  I  telle  }e  plainly,  this  lond  shalt  ^u 
neoer  hane,  as  long  as  I  lyre.**  The  Sone  of  the  ded  knyght  yede 
to  the  emperoni',  and  praied  him  to  do  right  in  ^t  cas ;  and  then 
the  xightwis  lanperoni'  repreved  Flebeius,^  fe  knyght,  herfore. 
^^Sir,"  quod  Flebeios,^  "he  sold  to  me  fat  lond,  and  asselid  a 
ehaitze  }ero£,  afore  iig.  witnesses,  with  his  oweii)  hondis."  Then  seid 
^empeTonfi  **  I  commannde,  fat  thou  bring  thi  witnesses  afore  me 
such  a  day;"  ^&  he  seid  ^t  hit  shuld  be  don),  d?  in  a  oertein  daj 
he  bionjt  forth  his  witnesses  afore  the  Emp^ronf ;  &  when  the  em- 
psrooi^  saw  hem,  he  commannded  ^  two  of  ^em  shuld  be  deportid 
ho  the  ofer ;  and  so  it  was  ydonl  &  fe  first  of  hem  come  at  his 
eallyng,  and  the  empdrotu'  seid  to  him,  **  Frend  mys)^  canst  }<m  sey 
here  to  me  thi  pater-mMtot**  ''ye,  ser/*  said  he,  **&  fat  long  tyme 
nth."  ''I  trow  hit  not,"  quod  themp^roore,  ''but  if  fat  I  here 
fe  sey  afore  me."  And  ])en  that  othir  began  to  sey  his  pater-nos^CT 
^  the  begynnyng  to  fe  ending,  ''wele,"  quod  the  emperonre, 
''now  know  y  wele,  foxi  canst  thi  j^iet-Jioeter  perfitly."  pen  he 
called  oon  of  his  meyne,  and  seid,  ''put  ^is  man  in  an  hoos  by  him 
self,  &  lok  the  dore  aftir  yon,  and  bring  to  me  the  second  witnesse ;" 
snd  so  hit  was  ydon)  in  dede,  as  ^emp^ronre  commaondid.  When 
fe  secnnd  witnesse  was  ybrought  fortiS,  fe  emperonP  seid  to  him, 
"dere  Frend,  sey  me  soth  touching  this  chartre ;  for  but  if  fou  sey 
soth,  as  )d  felaw  dede,  ywis  fou  shalt  be  hongid  fla  day."  then 
thought  he,  "  I  wote  wele  my  felaw  hath  told  the  bare  soth  of  the 
deceyt  of  this  chartre,  and  but  I  sey  soth  also,  I  am  but  ded."  He 
began  to  teUe  aH  fe  processe,  &  told  eu«ry  dele,  how  fe  chartre  was 
aaselid  falsly  by  the  thome  of  the  dede  man).    ))o  seid  the  emperoui' 

*  Flebioa,  MS.  'leaf  162,  ool  9. 
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to  oon  of  Mb  Beruauntf^  ''Pat  fia  mail)  in  to  the  hous,  fere  as  he  wis, 
&  lok  ]^  doie  ypoii)  hint,  and  bring  to  me  |»e  thrid  witneese ; "  and  so 
hit  was  ydo  in  dede.  And  when  he  was  comexi),  the  fimp^roui^  add 
to  him,  "  Telle  me  pe  soth  of  this  chartre^  for  I  sappose  the  fint 
witnease  told  the  soth,  and  fe  secund  accoidid  wele  to  him ;  and 
ferfore,  frend,  bat  if  fovL  sey  soth  wit^  hem,  els  ])oa  shalt  be  ded  fiB 
^j"  peai  thought  he,  ''I  se  wele  now  by  the  wordis  of  the  em- 
peroui',  pat  my  f  elawis  haue  I-told  to  him  the  rigllt^  and  bat  I  aocoide 
with  hem,  I  shal  be  ded."  And  anon  he  bygan)  pe  pfvcesse,  as  hit 
was  in  dede,  and  accorded  with  the  seconde.  When  the  Emperom^ 
had  herd  this,  he  callid  to  him  the  knyght,  and  seid,  "  A !  wrecche, 
wrecche,  )K)a  shalt  eo^rmore  lyve  in  wrechidnesse,  for  poa  dedist 
this  fedshode  to  haue  the  lond  of  the  knygllt,  and  occapy  hit ;  ^u 
madist  pe  chartre  to  be  asselid  with  the  thorn  of  the  dede  nuud.** 
And  ^n  the  knyght  asked  m^rcy.  Then  seid  pe  emj^erowf,  **poa 
shalte  haue  mercy,  as  thou  haste  deseraed ; "  and  depid  his  seraatint j 
and  cacchepolis,  and  commaundid  hem  that  thei  shuld  Uowe  trompes, 
^and  bynd  pe  knyglit  and  his  witnessis  to  the  Tailles  of  hors,  and 
after  ])at  hong  hem  on  a  gybet.  And  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede,  as  pe 
emperoui'  commaundid ;  and  aH  men  commended  the  emperoui'  for 
his  wys  &  discrete  serching  in  this  cas,  &  for  due  punysshing. 

XOBALITB. 

[G]  od  Frendis,  this  £mpetx)a]:'  is  oure  lord  ihe^u  Crist ;  by  thes  two 
knyghte^  beth  vndirstond  a  good  Cristen)  man),  and  the  devitt. 
pe  good  cristen)  man  hath  londe,  sctZ.  a  soule,  pe  which  the  deWH 
euer  coveiteth,  but  pe  good  Cristeu)  man)  stondith  ayen),  and  wott  not 
assent  J^erto.  Then  the  devitt  aspying  this,  he  abideth  tiH  he  dey, 
by  doyng  of  dedly  syn) ;  and  then  he  takith  to  him  thre  witnesses, 
BcU.  pryde  of  lyf  ,  wrong  covetise  of  yeu),  and  wrong  covetise  of 
flessh ;  and  then  he  takith  the  thome,  bcH.  the  werke*  of  the  dede 
man) ;  for  no  man  may  lyre  wtt^ute  cryme,  and  as  hit  is  ysaid, 
seven)  sithes  in  pe  day  f allith  pe  rightwise  man) ;  &  he  sealith  p^ 
chartre,  when  he  makitb  a  man)  to  do  synne,  and  so  he  all^;gith  iu 

■  leaf  102,  bock,  coU  1. 


^  BglU  of  godf  ^t  ^  soule  18  hifl.  Bat  fen.  the  Emperome,  bcO. 
OQie  loid  ibe$a  Crist,  makith  ^  hert  of  fe  aynnef ,  &  ^  witneaaia, 
wdL  pride  of  ly^  wrong  oooetiae  of  fleash,  and  inong  covetiM  of 
jBx^  to  be  examyned  by  a  diacrele  confesBonf,  how  ^t  he  felle  in  to 
qfnnei;  For  eertein,  by  enggeetioi])  of  the  dev^  ftA  is  auctour  of^ 
att  jrdMf  man  is  diawe  witft  hem  witAonten)  ende,  and  hongid  in  the 
peynea  of  belle.  And  ^erfore  let  tb  beay  to  amend  onre  lyfV  and  to 
dnelle  in  good  weAetf  that  we  may  come  to  ea^rlaatyng  gladnea. 

[  XXTTT.  ] 
JOVINIANUa 

(of  JOTIHIAir  THB  FBOXID  AND  HOW  HI  W18  HUMBLID.    EARL.  M8,  7988.) 

IOyinianoa  [was]  regnyng  a  wys  Emperoni'  in  the  cite  of  Home ; 
and  he  was  riche  in  possessions.  Hit  happid  fat  he  thought  in 
a  ny^t^  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  whethir  fere  be  any  god  withonte  met 
And  when  he  area,  he  callid  his  knyghtiB  &  Sqmeis,  and  seid, ''  Ben, 
loke  ye  be  redy,  for  I  wott  go  hnnte  to  day."  Anon  thai  yede  to 
hnnte ;  and  as  ^emperoui'  rode  by  the  wey,  fere  toke  him  a  grete 
hete,  and  fat  so  sttong^y^  ^t  him  thonglbt  he  was  ny  de&,  but  he 
may  bane  refresshing  of  water.  And  anon  fere  ros  a  clowde,  so  derk 
and  80  thiky  ])at  hit  hnndri^  &  hit  assondric},  &  departid  him  fro 

[Second  verrion.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

[I] 
'oninianns  reigned  in  the  Cite  of  Rome,  that  was  a  riche  man  in 
temporaltees,  and  in'  possessions.  IF  On  a  nyght  as  he  lay  in  his 
bedde,  he  thought  in  his  hert,  and  saide, '' Whethoi'  ther  be  any 
other^  god  but  It"  and  atte  morow,  whan  he  Vroose  out^  of  his 
bedde^  he  called  to  hym  his  knyghtes  and  his  Squyers,  and  said 
to  hem,  %  "Frendes,  bethe^  to-day  redy,  for  I  wille^  go  hunte." 
*And  whan  thei  had  dyned,  thei  wente  to  hnnte.'  And  as  the  Emperooi' 
rode  by  the  way,  he  caught'  a  grete  hete ;  the  hete  was  so  grete,  that 
he  thought  that^'  he  shiild  dye,  but  yf  he  had  refresshyng  of  watir. 
But  anon  aroose^^  a  l)lak**'  clovde,  so  derke  and  thikke,  that  it  de- 
parted hym  from  all  his  folke ;  *and  thau^'  he  loked  before  hym,  and 
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afi  }e  people.  So  as  he  rode  by  him  self,  he  saw  a  water  afcne 
him;  &  he  amote  the  hon  with  his  sponB,  and  yede  in  to  ^  water, 
and  fere  did  of  aH  his  clothing,  and  kelid  him  in  ]»e  water.  And  as 
he  was  in  the  water,  fere  come  a  man  in  his  owen)  lyknesse,  bnt  he 
saw  him  not ;  ^and  he  toke  the  Emperonis  doihing^  and  clothid  him 
therewith,  and  lept  rpon)  the  Emperours  hors,  and  rode  forth  to  the 
EmperocuB  men,  as  he  had  be  emperonre  him  sel^ ;  and  as 
Emperoui'  he  was  leceiue^,  &  tnmyd  home  wtt^  hem  to  fe  paleis. 
Altirwarcl  when  the  Emp^roui'  had  I-bathe^  ynowe,  he  yede  vp  to 
londe,  &  sought  his  hors,  &  his  clothing;  but  aH  was  goo,  so  he  went 
aboate  nakid.  &  he  cowde  see  no  man),  But  he  wept  sore,  and 
cnecl  wtt^  an  hye  Tois,  &  seid,  "Alias !  alias !  what  shal  I  now 
do  f  and  as  he  cried,  he  thou^^t  in  his  hert^  here  ny  duellith  a 
knyght,  ^e  which  I  avaunsed;  I  vrM  go  to  him,  and  telle  him  my 
cas,  &  haue  clothing  of  him,  &  so  go  home.  He  yede  to  the  knyghtis 
hons,  and  knokked  atte  the  yate ;  and  fe  porter  asked  ot  him  what 
he  wdd.    ))en  he  seid,  "  Let  me  yn,  witAoute  longer  delay,  for  I  am 

'  leaf  162,  baok,  ool  2. 
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saw  a  watir.  he  smote  the  horse  withe  the  spoxres,  and  come  to  the 
watir ;  and  alighted^  downe  of  his  hoise,  and  did  of  his  clothes,  and 
went  into  the  watir,  for  to  refressh'  hym  of  the'  hete.  T  And  whan 
he  was  in  the  watir,  theie  come  a  man  in  his  likenesse^  that  he  saw 
not,  and  did  on  his  clothes,  and  went  vp  on  his^  horse,  and  rode  to 
the  paleys^  of  the  Emperour,  and  there*  was  resceiyed  of  aH  the 
peple  *as  Emperoui'.^  And'*  the  Emparour,  that  was  in  the  watir, 
whan  he  was  wele  coled,  he  went  oat  of  the  watir;  T  and*  when  he 
come  to  lond,  he  fonnde  neither  his^*  clothes  nor  ^  lus  horM ;  and  so^' 
naked  he  loked  aboute,^  and  saw  no  man.  Than  he  wept  bitterly, 
and  said  with  a  giet  voice,  ''Alias!  alias  I  what  shdH  I  dot" 
And  while  he  sorowed  thus,  he  saide  in  his  hert ;  T  **  Here  nert- 
hande^^  dwelleth  a  knyght,  that  I  made  a^  knyght.  I  shidft  go  to 
him,  and  shew  to^*  hym  my  disease;  and  I  shaH  have  clothes  of 
hym,  and  so  I  shi^  go  home  to  my  paleys."  Than  he  went  to  the 
Imygfates  house,  and  knokked  atte'^  gate.  Whan  the  porter  herd 
the  knokkyng,  he  asked  what  he  woldt  he  sadde,  he^*  wold  come 
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yotir  emperotir.''  Then  anon  the  porter  openjd  the  yatis ;  and  when 
he  saw  him  naked,  he  seid  to  him,  '*  what  art  ^u )  **  « jour  em- 
peroni'/  qtiod  ha  ''  thou  liest,"  quod  the  porter, ''  for  ^  emperotir 
rode  i]g)tt  now  here  hj  the  yate,  wit^  a  grete  multitude  with  him; 
and  ^tfrfore  ])on  seiBt  y^X  you  art  Emperom',  thou  shalt  appere  afore 
mj  lord."  And  anon  the  porter  brought  him  hyfore  the  knyg^t ; 
and  the  Emperoure  had  good  knoulaohe  of  the  kny^^t.  And  when 
the  knyght  had  herd  ))e  woidis  of  the  porter,  he  seid  to  ^emparoui', 
^'0 1  lihawde,  aeist  ])ou  that  ^ou  art  Empdrouret"  "yee,  without* 
doute  I  am  he,  Jiat  avaunced  the."  "  I  sey  yon  Uest,  ^*  quod  the 
kny^t, ''  and  ^erfoie  yavL  ahalt  sore  aby."  He  made  him  to  be  soie 
beted  and  scourged,  tyH  ]»e  blode  reii)  oute,  and  aftir  to  be  put  oute 
at  y%  jatia.  Then  themp^rotir  wept  sore,  &  seid,  ''Alias !  for  care 
how  may  this  bef"  tho  he  thought,  "I  wcA  go  to  an  erle  here 
beside,  yai  was  grete  of  my  counseifi,  y^  which  I  ayaunced;  I  woH 
to  him,  and  be  refresshid  of  him,  d?  so  go  home."    He  knokked  at 

[Second  Vernon    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

in  anon),  and  whan  the  porter  saw  hym  naked,  he  saide  to  hym, 
''What  art  thout"  he  said,  "youi*  lord,  the  Emperoui'."  The 
Porter  saide,  "  thou  liest,  IT  for  a  Htett  before  thou^  come,  the  Emper- 
our  come  here  away'  withe  his  meyne ;  and  thou  saidist*  that^  thou 
art  the  Emperoor ;  thou  shalt  come  before  my  lord."  Anon)*  the 
Porter  brought  hym  before  his  lord ;  the  Emperour  knew  wele  the 
knyght,  but  the  knyght  in^  no  wise  had  knowyng  of  hym.  Than 
said  the  Porter,  "Sir,  this  rebavde  saitlL  that^  he  is  Emp^rour." 
he  said,  "  ye,®  so  I  am,  with  out  doute ;  and  the  I  made  knyght" 
IT  The  knyght  said,  "  thou  liest,  harlotte,  for  a  liteH  before  ^the^o  the 
Emperour  passed  here  for-bye ;  and  for  thou  saiest,  that^^  thou  art 
Emp^rour,  thoa  shalt  not  passe  vnponysshed."  IF  Anon  he  made 
hym  be  scourged,  tille  the  blood  ranne  out ;  and  put  hym  out  of  his 
house.  IF  Whan  the  Empe9*our  was  thus  scourged,^'  he  wept  bitterly, 
and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  and  said,  "  alias  !  alias  !^®  what  may 
this  bel"  than  he  said  to  hym  self*,  "Here  nere^^  dwelletlL  an 
Erie,  that  is  my  most  counseillour,  the  whiche  I  have  promoted  to 
grete  dignite.  I  shatt  go  to  hym,  and  shew  to  hym  my  grete 
myserye^  that  I  may  have  of  hym  some  clothes."    and  so  he  wente 
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his  jate;  and  the  Porter  come  ny,  and  askecl  what  he  knokkedS^ 
**Opeii)  the  yatis,"  qiKM)  he,  "for  I  that  knok  am  Jwmperom*.** 
When  the  porter  herd  f&t,  he  opened  the  yatis,  as  sone  as  he  myg&t 
fynd  Yq  keys.  When  he  come,  and  saw  him  naked,  he  seid  to  him, 
**  0 !  rybawde,  whi  hast  ]h)ii  prasmnyd  thi  self*  for  to  sey  that  ^om 
were  emparotu't  The  Emp^rotir  hath  ben)  here  a  lit^  afore,  and 
hath  y-ete  with  my  lord  the  erle,  and  is  gon)  to  his  paleis,  witK  gret« 
mnltitnde  of  men ;  and  for  y&t  thoa  callist  the  Emparoni',  fon  shalt 
oome  afore  my  lord,  and  avow  thi  pele."  And  when  he  was  y-bronght 
to-fore  the  erle,  he  knew  the  Erie  wele,  but  the  erle  knew  not  him. 
When  the  Erie  had  herd,  pat  he  had  callid  him  themperoui',  he  bad 
him  telle,  &  sey,  what  was  fe  cause  p&t  suche  a  ribawde  as  he  pm- 
sumyd  so  hiely  in  him  selft  ^^Forsotli,"  quod  he,  '*I  am  them* 
paroui'  your'  lord ;  and  the  I  avaunced,  &  made  the  chief  of  coun^ 
aeO},  &  in  this  tokene,  ^at  I  tretid  in  |»e  last  parlement  in  suche 
matei^es  and  erandis."  po  Erie  had  ferof*  m^nreiH,  but  he  wold  ^not 
trow  him,  for  he  had  no  knoulache  of  him ;  and  ferioie  he  made 

>  leaf  168,  col.  1. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addii.  M8.  9066.] 

to  his'  place.  IT  Whan  he  come  to  the  ^Erles  gate,'  he  knokked.  The 
porter  asked  hym  the  cause  of  his*  knokkyng.  **  Open)  the  gate," 
he  saide,  ''for  I  am  the  Emptfroui'  *tbat  knokketti  on^  the  gate.** 
The  porter,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  opened  the  gate ;  and  whan  he 
saw  hym  naked,  he  said,  "  O  !  thou  Eibayde,  to  what  presumpcion) 
art  thou  come,  that  thou  namest  the  the*  Emp^rour !  It*  is  but  a 
liteH  while  ago,  that  the  Emperour  was  here  with  my  lord,  and  toke 
mete ;  and  so  he^  went  to  his  paleys,  with  multitude^  of  peple  ;  and 
for  thou  saist  that  thou  art  the  Emperoui^,  thou  shalt  go  to  my  lord, 
and  there  thou  shalt  aunswere  of  thyn)*  presumpcion).  IF  Whan  he 
was  brought  before  the  Erie,  he  knew  wele  the  Erie,  but  the  Erie 
knew  not  hym.  Whan  the  Erie  herd,  that^<^  he  nempned^  hym  self 
the^'  Emp^rour,  he  said  to  hym, ''  Say,  thou  rebavde,  whi  saiest  thou 
that  thou  art  the  Emperour)*  he  saide,  ''for  sothe  so  I  am  the^ 
Emperoui',  and  youi'*^  lord;  and  I  have  promoted  the  to  grete  dig- 
nite,  and  I^  haye  ordeyned  the  one  of  my  counseilours ;  by  ^hise 
tokens,^* — ^  in  the  last  parliament  we  '^  treted  of  such  nedes."  The 
Erie  hadde  mervaile  ^of  his  speche,  but^^  neverthelesse  he  yave  no 

*  the.         *  place  of  the  erle.        'the.         «  knok  at        *  On.        *  and  it 

^  Om.        *  myohe  mnltytade.        *  tht        **  Ow^        "  namyd. 
"Om.       '*0n.       "tW.       ^Om.       ••this  token.       "were.       '•  Om. 
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him  to  be  piiMonecly  and  to  sitte  theie  fe  space  o^  thre  dales,  -with" 
oute  male  &  drinke ;  and  afltir  he  chargid  him  ^t  he  shold  go  oute 
of  his  contiey  ypoii)  peyne  of  lesing  of  his  lyf  .  when  themperoui' 
was  wfttikmte  the  jatis,  he  wept  sore,  and  seid,  ''Alias  I  what  shal  I 
do  nowf  I  am  bat  lome,  for  no  man  knowith  me.  Best  is,  ^t  I 
go  home  to  my  palys,  &  wete  if  pe  Emp^resse,  my  wif  ,  or  any  of 
my  meyne  woH  know  me."  He  yede  home ;  and  anon)  a  Grehound, 
ye  which  he  had  loyid  moche  afore,  come  wyghtly  rennyng  to  him, 
and  wokl  hane  slayn)  him,  had  not  ben)  ^t  herd  him  crye  had  pite 
of  him,  and  holpyii)  of  him.  then  themperoui'  yede  forth  to  the 
yatis  of  fe  pslysy  and  fere  he  knokkecl ;  and  fe  porter  openyd  the 
yate^  and  askecl  why  he  knokkecl.  "  Dere  Frend/'  quod  themp^roni^, 
''hast  yoa  no  knonlache  of  met "  "  No,"  qvocl  the  Porter,  " I  haue 
no  knonlache  of  the."  "  I  am,"  quod  he,  "  youi'  Emperoui',  &  yom' 
knd,  &  favL  berist  my  clothing  ypon)  the."  then  seid  fe  porter, 
"thou  liest,  harlot;  my  lord  the  emperoui'  sittith  at  mete,  &  my 
lady  the  empires  by  his  side,  with  Erlis  &  dokys."    Tho  seid  them- 
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liuthe  to  hym,  for  he  had  no  knowleche^  of  hym ;  bat  anon)  he 
6omaanded  him  to  prison),  ^and  there  to  be  kept'  iij.  daies,  SntK 
oat*  mete  or^  drynlc ;  and  after  this,  for  to  go  out  of  his  Erledome, 
on  payn)  of  his  hede.  and  so  it  was  done.  IT  Whan  the  Emperoui' 
was  thos*  pat  out  with  confusioo),  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said, "  Alias  I 
Alias  I  what  shall  I  now  dol  no  man  knowes  me.  *Kow  wille  I  go^ 
to  my  paleys,  *to  se^  yf  any  of  my  men  knoweth^  me,  or  the  Emp^r- 
esse  my  w^."  IT  Than  he  went  to  his  paleys ;  and  'there  come  ayenst 
hym  rynnyng  a  grete  paas  a  *  Greyhound  that  he  loved  wele,^^  and 
wold  have^^  slayn)  hym,  but  yf  *'  he  hadde  'the  sonnei*^*  cried  'for 
help,^^  and  men  for  pitee  delyvered  hym  from  the  Greyhound.  IT  The 
Emperoar  hadde  mervaile  of  this,  and  went  to  the  gate,  and  ronge 
atte^^  gate.  The  portei*  come,  and  opened  the  gate,  and  asked  hym 
whi  he  knokked  on  the  gate  1  he  said,  **  frende,  knowest  thou  me 
not!"  and^*  he  said,  "no."  He  said  agayn),  "I  am  your"  Emper- 
oar,  and  thoa  berest  my  liveray."  The  porter  said,  "Thou  liest, 
hailot ;  The  Emperour  sitteth  atte^  mete,  and  beside  hym  the  Em- 
paresse,  wi^  dukes  and  Erles."  IT  He  said, "  frend,  for  goddes  love,  yf 

'  knowyDg.         '  Om,         '  to  be  with  out         *  and.         '  Om. 

*  I  shalle  go.  ^  Om.  *  know.  '  leaf  6. 

**  and  a  grehound,  that  he  loaed  myche,  ran  to  hym  a  grete  paoe.      "  Om, 
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•peroui',  ''good  Fiend,  I  pray  the  for  the  lone  of  god,  ^t  ^a 
iierkene  what  I  shali  sey  to  the ;  &  go  to  the  emperesse,  and  sey  to 
her  in  her  eie  by  such  tokyns  which  non  knowithe  but  oonly  she  is 
I ;  and  sey  to  hir,  ^t  I  her  hosbond  &  hir  lord  stonde  nakyd  at  fe 
;ate ;  &  pray  hir  to  senden)  me  some  clothis,  )»t  I  may  come  ynu'* 
And  fe  porter  in  scomo  toke  hede  to  his  wordis,  &  with  scome  yede 
to  themp^resse,  &  rownyd  with  her,  &  told  to  hir  ail  the  priyie 
tokyns  ^t  were  ysaid  bytwene  hem  twa  Anon  the  emperesse  made 
him  to  be  fet  yn ;  and  he  knew  aH  men),  and  no  man  knew  him. 
pea  the  Emp^roui'  seid,  ^t  sat  at  the  table,  '^  sey,  lor^  knave,  seist 
fovL  that  thou  art  Emperooi^P  ''Ya,  ser,**  quod  he.  tho  q)ake 
^t  othir  to  alle  the  lordis  aboute  him, ''  Sirs  and  Frendis,  I  chaige 
you  aboute  him,  by  fe  feith  ye  owe  to  me,  )»t  ye  sey  soth,  whethir 
this  man  be  Emperoui*  or  It"  ''A  I  Ber,**  quod  thei, '' this  question^ 
is  not  worth,  for  this  losett  saw  we  neuer  here  to-fore,  and  the  we 
haue  yknow  long."    Thenne  the  Emp^roui'  ohaigid  hem,  ^t  thei 
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it  like  yon,  wille^  ye  go  on  my  behalf*  to  the  Emperesse,  and  say  in 
her  ere  by  thise  tokens,  that  no  man  ^knowttA  vpon'  erthe  bat  she 
and  I,  that  I  stonde  naked  atte*  gate,  and^  am  her  husbond,  and 
Emperoui',  that  she  sende  my^  clothes,  that  I  may  entre  my  paleya" 
IT  llie  Porter  toke  aH  his  wordes  in  scome ;  neveithelesse  soomyngly 
he  went  to  the  Emperesse,  and  prively  rowned^  in  her  ere,  and  told 
her^  ali^  the  prive  tokens  that  he  had  herd.  IT  The  Emperesse,*  whan 
she  herd  this,  mervailed^^  gi^tly,  and  said  to  the  Emperour,  that 
satte  by  her,  "  Sii',  I  shalle  shew  you  mervaile.^^  there  is  an  harlot 
atte^  gate,  that  seieth  he  is  Emparooi^,  and  my  husbond ;  and  he'* 
sendeth  to  me  by  the  porter  aU^^  ooie  prive  tokens,  that  ye  and  I  have 
done  from  our  yonge  age  bitwene  vs."  IT  The  Emperour,  whan  he 
herd  this,  he  bad  ^he  shuld  ^^  be  brought  in.  Whan  he  was  brought 
in,  he  knew  aU  men,^^  but  no  man  knew  hym.  If  The  Emp^rour  said, 
that  satte  atte^^  horde,  ''  Say  me,  rebavde,  whi^^  namest  thou  the  for 
EmperouiT'  he  said,  ''ye,  sii*.**  he  that  satte  at  the  horde  said 
to  aH  his  lordes  of  his  courte,  "  In  the  faith  that  ye  owe  to  me  seitii, 
whether  'this  man  be^*  Emperour,  or  1 1"  IT  They  saideh),  "  this  is  an 
vnsavery  question) ;  this  rebavde  we  saw  never  before,^  but  of  youre 
persone  of  longe  tyme  we  are  certayn)."  IT  The  Emperour  said  to  his 

'  wole.        *  knowis  on.  '  at  the.        *  that         '  me.         *  he  rownyd. 

^  the  emperioe.           Om,  '  Om,        '*  she  meruerlyd.  '*  merueylya. 
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'•  Om.  »•  he  ii.            ••  to-fore. 
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iluili  tika  luiiii  and  ley  him  to  Tullet  of  hora,  vpoii)  the  haicl  pare- 
maii^ — ^''Imt  I  wdi  not  fti  ye  dee  him,  bnt^  fonoth,  if  he  eaer 
pivrame  ukj  move  ao  fouly,  he  ehalbe  dempnyd  to  the  foulest  detii 
}9A  I  eaa)  dame."  And  in  dede,  ft  caochepolis  dxow  him  ypon)  the 
paTement  at  }e  TaiUes  of  hoxa,  and  putte  him  onte  of  the  cite.  Bone 
allir  this  Empertnu^  bygao)  to  thenk,  what  hane  I  do,  or  what  hane  I 
gwriJ  gody  ^  I  am  thus  put  onte  of  the  Empire,  and  ftii  no  man 
knowith  mef  And  as  he  thought  these  woidit,  hit  come  to  his 
nynde,  how  he  had  I-thou|^t  afoie  in  lus  bed,  is  fere  any  god  bu^i 
It — '*  A I  lord  god,  now  I  se  wele  ^t  was  ^  cause  ^t  greyicl  the, 
and  ^erfcne  I  shal  go  to  a  oonfessoui',  and  dansy  me,  and  take  pen- 
•mee  ^erfoie."  There  beside  doeUicI  an  heremyte,  ^t  ysicl  to 
dnive  ^him  afoie ;  and  he  yede  to  this  heremite  then,  &  knokked  at 
)e  dore.  ''Who  is  ^tfret**  qnod  the  heremite.  ''Opyn),  opyn,** 
qvodi  the  Emperoni^,  ''for  I  am  the  Emparoiir,  and  hane  certain 
pfwiles  to  speke  with  the.*'    And  the  Heremyte  openyd  the  dors ; 

>  kaf  168,  ool  2. 
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svfatmtes,  "Take^  this  harlotte,  and  draw  hym  at  the  horse-taile, 
en  the  pament,  by  cause  he  wold  have  the  Empire*  Yrom  me,*  whan 
he  saide  tbat^  he  was  Emperour.  If  Also  I  wille,  yf  he  of  false  pra- 
sompdon)  any  more  entremete  hym  of  the  Empire,  that  he  be  put  to 
afoule  deehe."  IT  Than  'the  turmentouis,*  at  the  biddyng  of  the  Em- 
ptftmi',  drew  hym  on  the  pament,  at  the  horse-taile ;  and  afterward 
diamfully  put  hym  out  of  the  Gitee.  whan  he  was  put  out,  and 
eopfused,  he  wept  bittirly,  saiyng  in  ^his  hert,  "  Alias  1  Alias  1  that 
ever  I  was  boni),  for  now  I  wote  not  what  I  shdi  do,  ne  whether  to 
go  1 "  IT  Anoid  he  thought,  "  what  have  I  do  ayenst^  god,  that  I  am 
thus  put  out  of  myne  Empire,  and  no  man  knoweth  me  t "  while 
he  thought  this  in  Ms  hert,  it  come  to  his  mynde,  that  ones  he'  lay 
in  his  bedde,  and*  said,  "Is  there  any  god  but  11"  IT  "0 !  lord 
god,  this  is  the  cause  of  myn)  offence.  I  shaH  go  to  my  confessour, 
and  be  dene^*  confessed  of  my  synnes."^^  IT  Thei^  was  that  tyme  an 
hormyte,  that  he  was  wonte  to  be  confessed  at;  and  he  went  to  his 
Sslle,  and  called  the  hermyte.  Anoii)  '*  the  henuyte  come,^*  and  asked 
who  was  thei^l  he  said,  "  vndo  the  dorre,  £or^^  I  am  the  Emperour, 
that  have  for  to  shew  to  you  my  prive  counaaile."    Anoii)  the  her- 

'  tak«  hym.        *  enperioe.        *  Om.        *  Om,        *  th«i.        *  leaf  6,  back. 
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and  when  he  saw  fe  Emp^rani^,  anon  he  put  to  the  dore  ayen) 
aH  his  myght,  and  seid,  ^'nay^  fo^  art  not  Emperom^  but  the  devitt.** 
))eii)  themptfrom'  bygan  eoie  to  wepe,  and  aeid,  "alas !  alas !  vnappj 
wiecche  ^t  I  am ;  I  i«ay  the,  for  goddis  lone,  here  my  confessioDi 
fere  as  I  stonde;  and  let  thi  d<xe  stond  yshit,  as  hit  dotlL"  ''For 
the  looe  of  god,"  qfw&  the  heremyte,  '^  I  wolle  gladly  here  the ;  saj 
what  thon  wilt"  Tho  the  Emperoui'  makyd  confessiond^  and  toU 
how  he  had  grerid  Ids  god;  ''and  ^erfore  2  had  snche  yenlaaiiceL'* 
TJHien  ye  heremite  had  assoiled  him,  he  openyd  a  wyndowe,  and 
knew  him  for  emperoui*,  and  Idst  for  loye.  "Telle  me,"  quod  the 
Empen>iii^, ''hast]K>aknoalacheof^meyit»(MrdoatiBtof*met''  "yu^** 
quod  the  heremyte,  "I  know  fe  now,  fai  thou  art  emp^rour;  bat 
as  long  as  ]xni  duelledist  in  synne,  I  coade  not  know  tha"  "  I  praj 
the,"  quod  the  Emperotcr, "  lene  me  som  dothis^  and  keyer  my  body  ; 
and  ^n  woUe  I  tame  home,  &  loke  if*  any  man)  can)  or  wolle  know 
me."  "yiB,  my  lord,"  seid  fe  heremjrte;  "snche  clothis  as  I  haue, 
thou  shalt  haue,  and  I  trow  to  god  thei  woH  know  the ;  but,  aer,  I 
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myte  opened  the  dories^ ;  and  whan  he  saw  hym,  untK  a  giete  hasi 
he  shitte  the  doires^  agayn),  and  said,  "thou  art  not  the'  Em- 
perour,  but  rather  a*  devek."  H  The  Emperom' herd  this,  wept*  faat^ 
and  said,  "  Alias ! "  ^  I  am  ynhappy,^  yit  I  pray  the,  for  the  loye  of 
god,  here  my  confession),  'and  lette  me  stond  with  out  the  dorre."' 
The  hermyte  said,  "  for  the  loye  of  god  I  shaH  gladly  here  the." 
IT  AnoD)  the  Emperour  with  teres  was  confessed,  how  he  was  proude 
ayenst  god,  and  what  he  had  thought  and  said.  And  whan  he  waa 
assoiled^  the  hermyte  ^kneled  and  kissed^  hym  for  loye.  IT  Than  tho 
Emperour  said,  "  Now  say  me  trewly,  whether  thou  hast  knowyng. 
of  me,  or  thou  doutest  yit  t "  The  hermyte  said,  "  with  outen)  douto 
I  know  the  for  yeirey  Emperom',  and  for  my  lord ;  but  as  longe  as 
thou  were  in  synne,  I  had  no*  knowyng  of  the."  IT  Than  the  Em- 
p^rouf  said,  "  I  pray  the,  yf  thou  haye  any  clothes,  lene^*  me  some, 
for  to  hille  me  witil,  and  so  I  shafi  *go  to  my  paleys,  and  I  shali^  se  yf 
any  man  haye^  knowyng  of  me."  IT  The  hermyte  said,  "  My  reyereni 
lord,  auche  clothes  as  I  haye  I  wille  gladly  take  you ;  and  I  hopa 
with  outen  doute,  that  i^  men  shali  know  you;  but  what  he  is 

'  dore.        '  Om.       '  the.        '  and  wepte.        '  Om,       *  an  ynhappy  man.' 

^  beyng  the  dore  shit 

'  opynd  the  wyndow,  sod  knew  him  sothely  lor  the  Emperour,  and  kyned  fto. 

•  none.        ^  lende.         "  Om.        "  yet  haue. 
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UtfrveiH  whrt  lie  is,  ^  occupietK  thi  dignite."  When  themperoui' 
WHS  I-elothid,  he  went  to  his  paleis,  and  knokkecl  at  ^e  yate.  the 
pcnrter  openyd  the  yate,  and  knelid  doun),  &  seid,  **Ber,  my  loidl,  by 
what  wey  yede  ye  oate ;  for  I  hane  here  abide  &  Lstond  long,  &  I 
oowde  not  se  yonf"  "Knowist  Jxra  me,"  quo^  thempcroui*.  "ye, 
my  lord,"  qiiod  he,  "  and  long  haue  ydoD) ;  But  yisterday  there  come 
an  harlot  naked,  &  come  to  fe  halle,  &  seid  he  was  eroperour."  So 
hit  wa8»  ytii  the  Emp^rotir  entrid  in  to  )^  halle.  when  knygliW 
and  lordia  saw  him  come,  thei  fille  douD)  on  kne,  eche  man  in  his 
dflgre,  and  salowid  him,  as  ))ei  aught  to  do  to  themperotir.  And 
}tA  o^  Emp^rottr  was  in  chamber  wit^  the  lady,  Ss  herde  a  grete 
noise  in  the  haUe;  [and]  he  commaundid  his  chamb^leyn)  to  go 
loke  what  hit  was.  Whan  ]>e  chamberleyn)  had  I-seyn)  what  hit 
WMy  he  come  rennyng  vp  agein,  and  seid  to  fe  Emp^roui^,  "Sir, 
tibere  is  a  feii'  man  in  the  halle,  and  seith  he  is  Emp^rovr ;  and  he 
is  Hke  to  you,  ^t  there  is  no  man  in  ^is  world  ^at  may  know  -whejfer 
of  yon  to  be  Emperoure."     Then  seid  the  Emperoui'  to  fe  lady, 
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that  occupietli  your  place,^  vtterly  I  wote  not."  f  Than*  the  Emper- 
our,  whan  he  was  clad,  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  knokked  at  the 
gate,  the  porter  opened  the  gate ;  and  whan  he  saw  the  Emp^oiir, 
he  fille  a-downe'  on  his  knee,  and  said,  **  My  reverent  lord,  I  mer- 
Taile*  what  way  ye  went  out,  For  I  have  stond  here  *aH  this  day,* 
and  saw  you  not."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  *'  knowest  thou  mel "  "ye, 
lord,**  he  said,  "  of •  longe  tyme  I  have  know  you ;  but^  yisterday 
here  was  an  harlot,  and  went  into  the  halle,  and  said  he  was  Em- 
perom*."  If  Whan  the  porter  had  thus  said,  the  Emperour  went  'into 
the  halle.  *Att  his*  knyghtes  and  other  men,  whan  thei  sawe  hym, 
worshipfully  thei  saluted  h3nn ;  and  eche  man  did  hym  worshippa, 
as  thei  were  wont  to  do  to  ^®  the  Emperoui^,  If  The  *othei*  Emperour^^ 
was  in  the  chambre  that  tyme,  with  the  Empresse.  whan  thei 
herd  noise  in  the  halle,  he  said  Vnto  his^*  chamberlayn),  "  Go  and^' 
wete  what  this^*  noyse  is."  Whan  he  come,  and  saw  the  Emperour 
in  the  halle,  he  had  mervaile ;  and  went  ayene^^  fast  in  to  the  cham- 
bre, and  said,  "  A !  my  worsliipfuH  lord,  in  the  halle  is  a  faire  man, 
that  sail^  he^^  is  Emp^roui^,  and  in  all  thynges^^  he  is  like  you,  that 
there  is  no  man  in  the  world  'that  coude^'  deme  verrely  whiche  of 

'  digoyte.  Om,        *  doune. 

'  but  yet        •  leaf  7.        •  Om. 
»  Om.        "  that        "  Om. 
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**  goth  ye  forih,  and  seih  him,  and  telle  me  what  it  is."  And  the 
lady  did  so;  and  when  she  saw  him,  ^She  had  so  giete  marveiH, 
ftX  no  man  wolde  tiowe  hit  &  aono  she  entrid  fe  chamber  ayei]^, 
and  seid,  '<AI  aer,  what  shal  I  sey  now  or  dot  Foreoth  I  note 
wheihir  o^  yon  I  shal  take  for  my  husbond,  suche  a  liknes  is  atwene 
you  two."  Then  spake  the  Emperoui'y  and  seid,  '^  I  shiA  se  him  ny 
aelf ."  When  themperooi^  oome  to  fe  halle,  and  ^  atode  both  to- 
gidre^  fere  was  no  man)  cowde  discryve  whe^  of  hem  shnki  be 
Empsrour.  Then  spak  themperotu'  )»t  come  doon)  of  fe  chamber, 
'^Bere  fiendis  echoii)^  witftonten)  doute  ))is  is  your  lord,  &  jovaf 
Empsrour,  &  fe  same  )»t  I  made  to  be  diaweii)  with  hon,  tbougll 
Bon  of  you  had  knoulache  of  him;  and  alle  was  for  this  skyk.  Hit 
happid  yti  this  man)  bygan)  to  be  so  hy  in  hert,  &  so  prondely,  and 
theifore  god  put  him  onto  of  his  empier,  tyfi  ^t  he  had  made 
amendis ;  and  in  this  tyme  I  was  commannded  hy  god  to  occnpie 
his  stede,  yai  the  Empire  shuld  not  perissh ;  and  I  am  his  amigeH, 
that  haue  I-be  in  the  gon^maile  and  keping*,  as  ye  know,  Tnto  ye 
tyme  that  he  were  reconsiled  to  god,  &  fat  peas  be  made  bytwene 

■  kaf  1S8^  back,  col  1. 
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joaisEmperonr."  IT  The  Emperoui' herd  this,  and  bad  the  Empreese 
^  go  f  orthe,  and  se  what  he  is,  and  come  telle  me."  %  The  Empresse 
went^  and  loked,  and  mervailed  gretly;^  and  went  fi»t'  into  the 
ehambre  agayn).  **  0  1  Sir,  what  I  shaH  say  ytterly  I  wote  not,  in  as 
moche*  as  I  wote  notwhicheof  you  is  my  lord,  for  ye  are  so  like."  IT  The 
Empcrour,  that  was  in  the  ehambre,  said,  '^  I  shaH  go  forthe  and  se 
hym."  Wluin  thei^  come  into thehalle,theistodeii)toigedre;  and  there 
was  no  man  in  the  halle  that  coade  deme  which  of  hem  was  veny 
Emptfroor.  IT  Than  said  the  Emp^rour,  that  come  out  of  the  ehambre, 
*'  worshipf uH  Sires  and  Frendes,  with  onteo)  doute  this  is  youi^  lord 
and  Emperour  ;^  this  is  he  that  I  made  to  be  draw  at  the  horse-taik, 
and  none  of  you  knew  him ;  and  this  is  the  cause.*  IT  hit  "be-felle 
ones^  that  he  was  over*  provde  ayenst  god;  and  theocfoi^  god  cast 
l^m  downe*  out  of  his  Empire,  tille  he  had  made  arsetll  to  god. 
And  I  was  boden)  of  god  to  kepe  his  stede,  that  the  Enpize  shuld 
not  perissh.  And  I  am  an  aungeH  of  god,  that  hath^*  kept  the  Em- 
pire, as  ye  'seue,  tille^^  he  were  reconsiled  to^'  god.    and  now  pease 

*  wonder  grtHj,        '  iwjthe.        '  mjkylle.        ^  h«.         'the  Xmperor. 

'•kylle.        'ftltoio.        'tbuB.        *  Otn.  bausb 
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ZXm.  JOTIiriAN  THl  PBOUD.    IIOKAUTB.    HARL,  7US|  &  AJU>IT.  Mee.   85 

god  &  him;  and  ^rfore  receiuetK  him  for  youi'  lord."  &  so  he 
yanyaahed  fro  ham.  And  themperour  hily  thonkid  god,  ^t  ao 
aaykl  him;  and  aftir  he  waa  a  devonte  maii),  &  faire  endid  hia  lyf*. 

IfORALITl. 

DEre  Kendia,  thia  Emparoui^  may  be  callid  ecb  Criaten)  man)  ^  ia 
myghti  and  riche,  fe  whidi  for  habondaance  of  good  inhietll  him 
ayena  god,  wcQ.  he  ia  rechelea  to  kepe  hia  commaundement),  and  he 
gotb  in  the  foreat  of  thia  world  for  to  hnnte  aboute  worldly  vanytea. 
bat  thenne  ofte  tymea  per  riaeth  a  thik  dowde  and  a  derk,  ucd. 
temptation)  of*  the  devefi,  pe  which  ofte  tymea  departitll  auche  a 
man)  ho  the  people  of  god,  bcU,  fro  the  werkya  of*  m^rcy ;  and  takith 
then  a  giete  hete,  ^t  ia  for  to  aey,  dilectacion)  of  synnyng*,  &  ao  he 
pottith  at  lua  dothia,  bciL  good  yertnya,  pe  which  he  receiuecl  in 
baptiamey  and  he  entriih  in  to  )>e  wat^  of  fleashly  affeceiona,  in  ^ 
whieh  a  aynner  ia  ofte  tyme  delited.  But  when  a  man  begynneth 
to  ^enk  on  lua  ayn),  and  parpoeith  to  ariae  oute  ^arof  bye  contrioion), 
then  he  aechith  hia  dothia,  aeil.  y^tuya,  the  which  he  had  yloete, 
but  he  fyndeth  hem  not — ^what  doth  he  thenne  t    He  goth  then  to 
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ia  made  witll  god ;  Therfoi*  taketK  hym  to^  your  lord."  IT  whan  thia 
said,  the  aungeH  waa  out  of  her  sight.  The  Emp^roui^,  whan  he 
thia,  he  *ydded  thankyngis '  to  god,  that  so  had  sayed  hym. 
After  thia  he  waa  deyoute  to  god,  and  ended  his  lyf*  in  pease. 

Dealaraeio.  Frendes,  to  ynderstond  gostly.  This  Emp^rour  is  eyery 
criaten)  man,  that  b  myghty  and  riche,  and  for  habundaunce  of  rich- 
ease  and  of  myght  raisethe  hym  solf<  ayenst  god,  as  he  that  obeyetb 
not  to  goddes  wille,  neither  to  his  preceptes,  but  walketli  by  be 
foreat  *of  this  world,  huntyng  aboute  worldly  yanytees.  IT  But  otte 
aithe  ther  risetb  a  derke  clowde  in  a  temptadon)  of  the  fende,  that 
aache  one  departetll  hym  from  aH  his  peple,  that  is,  from  i^  the 
werkea  of  mercy^  and  taketll  a  grete  hete,  that  ia,  delectacion)  of 
mine ;  and  so  he  puttetll  of  his  dothes,  that  ben)  his  good  yertuea, 
tne  whiche  he  rescdyed  in  his  baptyme,  and  goth  into  the  watir,  That 
ia,  fleaahly  affeccions,  in  the  whiche  a  synner  delitetH  hym  moche. 
IT  But  whan  a  man  bethynketh  him  of  his  synne,  he  begynneth  to  flee 
by  contriccion),  but  yit  he  fyndeth  not  his  clothes ;  tho  be  the  yer- 
toea,  the  whiche  he  hath  lost  by  his  synne.    IT  Wherfoi'  he  gothe  to 

*  OiH.  ^  yeld  thankjrng.  *  leaf  7,  back. 
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fe  hoos  of  the  knyght  yat  he  ayaimcedy  bcU,  to  resoh) ;  and  leaoii) 
betith  him  so  ofte  tyme  as  he  stondith  ayens  fe  Sjnner,  and  he 
lopievith  him,  for  he  offendith  god,  &  lesith  H^aen),  and  getith  him 
]>e  peyne  of  hello.  Aftirwarcl  he  comyth  to  J^e  hoos  of  pe  Erie,  bciL 
consciens ;  and  he  gracchith  with  him,  &  presonyth  him,  and  puttith 
him  in  many  angris  &  tribulacion),  tyH  tyme  pat  he  come  ^to  the 
wey  of  helth.  For  whenne  eny  Man  doth  eny  synne,  conscience 
gracchitK  perwi\3i;  and  therfore  the  Appostifi  seitii,  Omne  quod. est 
eoidra  eanaciendamf  edificai  ad  iehenmam^  ^t  is  to  sey,  AH  f&i  is 
ayens  conscience,  beldith  toward  helle.  Aftir  he  goth  to  his  owne 
paleis,  sciZ.  to  the  herte,  and  thinketh  how  is  in  what  maner  ^t  he 
bad  trespassid  to  god ;  &  fere  he  may  not  bo  receiued, — ^why  9  for 
god  is  put  oute  of  herte  by  synne.  &  the  Emp^roui',  bcU.  holy 
chircB,  to  whom  we  owe  to  be  weddid,  knowith  not  ^  synner,  tiH 
tyme  ]Mit  he  be  ydrawe  atte  fe  Tailles  of  honi,  ypon)  ye  pavement, 
sct7.  ^ou  owe  to  take  to  mynde  fro  b^gynnyng  of  thy  lyf  vnto  yia 
present  day,  where,  how,  &  for  what  cause,  ]»at  fon  hast  greTrid  thi 
god ;  &  then  renne  to  a  heremyte,  bcU.  a  discrete  conf essoui',  &  shew 

'  leaf  163,  back,  ooL  3. 
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the  knyghtes  house,  that  is,  reason) ;  but  reasou)  betith  hym,  as  ofte 
as  he  manly  stondeth  agayn)  synne,  For  withstondyng  of  synne  is 
paynfuH ;  and  reason)  vndirtaketh  hym  that  he  hathe  offended  god, 
and  lost  heven,  and  purchasid  helle  pa3rn).  IT  Than  after,  whan 
he  come  to  the  house  [o]f  ^  the  Erie,  that  is,  to  his  conscience^  anon) 
it  gruccheth  ayenst  hym,  and  putteth  hym  to  prison),  That  b,  he  in- 
volves hym  in  grete  sorowes  and  diseases  of  hert,  for  his  synne,  tille 
he  come  to  the  way  of  helthe.  For  whan  a  man  hathe  do  synne,  his 
conscience  gruccheth ;  as  the  appostle  saith,  AH  that  is  done  ayenst 
conscience,  edefieth  Helle.  IT  Than  he  gothe  to  his  owne  paleys,  that 
is,  to  his  owne  hert,  and  thynketh  what  and  how  moche  he  hat& 
offended  ayenst  god,  and  may  not  be  resceived ;  for  by  synne  god 
is  put  out  of  the  hert.  %  And  the  [elmpresse,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  to 
the  whiche  he  shuld  be  wedded,  [knjoweth  not  a  synner,  tille  he  be  at 
the  horse-taile,  by  the  [plament.  That  is,  thou  owest  to  have  in  mynde, 
firo  the  begynyng  of  tfaii  lyf  vnto  this  tyme,  f  what  that  is,  how,  and 
where,  and  for  what  cause,  and  how  ofte  thou  hast  offended  god^; 

'  Part  of  the  margin  of  leaf  7,  bock,  seems  to  have  been  written  on  a  loose 
dip,  which  was  then  remored,  so  that  the  beginnings  of  Bome  of  the  lines  lack 
the  first  letters. 
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to  him  wbat^  is  Iiowe  moohe  ^t  faa  hast  grevid  god;  and  so  by 
good  azgomflfit  f<m  shalt  lecoo^re  thi  dotbing,  bcQ.  YertnjB,  foi  thou 
lortiflt ;  and  )wn  )Km  shalt  mow  go  Tnto  pe  palys  of  Cxist,  where  the 
porter^  ndL  pndaty  Bed.  god  him  self,  ahalle  opene  to  the  the  yate  of 
heafln).  And  then  aH  thine,  bcU.  aungeLs,  ahol  know  fe,  and  faa  shalt 
xigne  }ere  withonten)  ende,  with  the  blessecl  lord,  Qui  ctaa  patro  fta 

[  XXIV.  ] 

AVEBTOS  THE  EMPEROUEE. 

(of  thi  knight  who  lost  his  wifb  and  two  sons,  and  bow 

thbt  webb  found.) 

Ayerios  was  a  wise  empdrooi'  regnjrng  in  the  cite  of  Bome ;  and 
he  let  ciye  a  grete  feste,  and  who  so  eo^  wokl  come  to  that 
.  ftstoy  and  gete  yictoij  in  toar[n]ement,  he  shold  bane  his 
donght^  to  wyf 9  afbir  his  decesse.  So  pere  was  a  donghti  knyg^tp  & 
haidy  in  annys,  and  spsdally  in  toni[n]em6nt9  ))e  which  hadde  a  wyf , 
andtwoyongcbildreiil^of  ageofthreyeie;  and  when  this  knyglit  had 
herd  this  crye,  ina  clere  morowenyng  heentred  into  a  forest,  and  ^0re 
he  herd  a  nygbtingale  syng  ypon)  a  tre  so  swetly,  ]»at  he  herd  nenar 
so  swete  a  melody  afore  that  tyme.  The  knyght  sette  him  doun^ 
vndre  the  tre,  and  seid  to  hbn  self,  ''now,  lord,  if  I  myght  knowe 
what  this  brid  shold  bemene  I "  }>6re  come  an  old  man),  and  seid 
to  him,  **  ^t  thou  shalt  go  wit/iin  thes  thre  daies  to  ^e  Emperoais 
foste,  &  fau,  shalt  soffire  grete  persecucion)  or  ^u  come  fere ;  and  if 
faa  be  constant,  &  pacient  in  ail  thi  tribolacion),  thy  sorowe  shal 
turne  the  to  grete  ioy ;  and,  s^r,  this  is  the  inteipretacion)  of  his 

[Second  Veraion.    Addit  MS,  9066.] 

and  so  rynne  to  the  hermyte,  that  is,  a  secrete  confeesottr,  and  shew 
to  hym  how  thou  hast  offended  god.  And  so  it  folowet^  that  thou 
may  recover,  and  gete  agayn)  thi  clothes,  that  are  tlie  vertues,  that  is 
lost  by  synne ;  and  go  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chirehe,  where  the  poi^ 
ter,  that  is,  the  prelat,  shall  take  the  in.  and  god  shaH  open)  to 
the  the  dorre  of  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  whan  thou  diest ;  IT  And  att 
thyn),  that  ben  the  anngehi  of  god,  shaH  there  know  the ;  and  there 
thou  shalt  reigne  in  the  hevenly  Empire ;  to  the  whiche  ^bryng  vs 
the  Emperoui'  of  heven)  Ihe^  crist  1   Amen. 

>  leafs. 
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•ong."  when  thiB  was  seid^  fe  old  maid  Tanysfihecl,  and  ^  brid  fly 
awey.  tho  the  knygtLt  had  grete  mdrveiil: ;  he  yede  to  his  wif ,  and 
told  her  the  cas.  '*Ber;*  quod  ahe,  <' )»e  wiH  of*  god  be  falfillecl,  bat 
I  coonseii  ^  we  go  to  ^  f eete  of*  the  £mperoai'y  and  ^t  ye  thynk 
on  the  victory  in  the  toar[n]ement,  by  the  which  we  may  be 
ayaoncecl  and  holpen)."  when  the  knyght  had  made  aH  thing«  ledy, 
^0re  come  a  grete  fire  in  the  nyght ;  and  brent  vp  aH  hie  boos.  &  all 
hiB  goodiB,  For  which  he  had  grete  sorowe  in  hert ;  ^Nensrthelea,  not- 
withatondyng*  aU  thia,  he  yede  forthe  toward  the  see,  with  his  wife, 
and  with  his  two  childryn) ;  and  fere  he  hired  a  Ship,  to  passe  ouer. 
When  thei  come  to  londe,  fe  maisUr  of  the  Shipp^  asked  of  the 
knyght  his  hire  for  his  passage,  for  him,  A  for  his  wif,  and  for  his 
two  childrynX  **  Dere  Frend,"  seid  the  knyght  to  him,  **  dere  frend, 
anffre  me,  &  fon  shalt  haue  aH  thyn),  for  I  go  now  to  the  feste  of 
themperoui'y  where  I  trust  to  haue  pe  victory  in  tar[ne]menty  and 
yea  yaa  shalt  be  wele  ypaied."  ''nay,  by  the  feith  ^t  I  owe  to 
^emperoui',''  quad.  )»t  othir,  ''hit  shal  not  be  so.  For  but  if  you. 
pay  now,  I  shal  holde  thi  wif*  to  wed,  tyli  tyme  ^t  I  be  paied  fully 
my  salary."  And  he  seid  ^t,  for  he  desired  ye  lone  ot  the  lady, 
iho  the  knyght  profreh)  his  two  childryid  to  wed,  80  ^t  he  myght 
haue  his  wif ;  and  the  Shipman  seid,  "  nay,  such  wordis  beth  vayn), 
fOT,"  quod,  he, "  or  I  wol  haue  my  mede,  or  els  I  wolle  holde  thi  wif.** 
80  the  knyght  lefte  his  wif  with  him,  and  kyst  her  with  bitter  tens ; 
and  toke  ye  two  childryn),  sctZ.  on  in  his  oon  arme,  &  ^at  othir  in 
his  nek,  and  so  he  yede  forth  to  the  tumement  Aftir  ye  maist^  of  ye 
Shippe  wdde  haue  layn)  by  the  lady,  but  she  denyed  hit,  &  seid,  ^t 
she  had  lever  dey  )>an  oonsente  ^erto.  80  wtt^in  short  tyme,  ye 
maist^r  drew  to  a  fer  lond,  and  yere  he  deied ;  and  ye  lady  beggid 
her  brede  fro  dore  to  dore,  and  knew  not  in  what  lond  her  husbond 
was  duellinge.  the  knyght  was  gon)  toward  the  paleis,  and  at  ye 
last  he  come  by  a  depe  water,  ^t  was  impossible  to  be  passid,  but 
hit  were  in  certein  tyme,  when  hit  was  at  ye  lowist.  pe  knyght  sette 
doun)  00  child,  and  bare  the  othir  ouer  the  water ;  and  aftir  yai  he 
oome  ayen)  to  fecche  ouer  ye  othir,  but  or  he  myght  come  to  him, 
thare  come  a  lion),  and  bara  him  awey  to  ye  forest,     the  knyght 

*  leaf  164,  col.  L 
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jmantdd  aftir,  bat  be  my^i  not  oome  to  fe  lion);  and  pea  be 
wept  bttkedy,  and  yede  ayen)  ouer  tbe  water  to  ye  otbir  child; 
and  or  be  were  ycome,  a  here  bad  take  }e  obildy  and  ran)  ^^rwitA  to 
fe  foreti  Wben  pe  knygbt  aaw  yei,  sore  be  wepte,  and  aeid,  "  alias  I 
}ei  war  I  was  bore^  for  now  bane  I  lost  wif  and  cbildryn).  0  yn 
bcid  1  ibi  801^  )»t  was  ao  awete  ie  y  turned  in  to  grete  sorowe,  and 
batb  ytaike  away  myrtb  ho  my  bert"  Aftir  this  be  tamed  toward 
the  f estei  and  made  bim  redy  toward  the  tomement ;  and  ^ere  be 
bare  bim  ao  manly,  &  ao  doately  in  tbe  tomement,  and  ]>at  twiea  or 
tiuieay  yei  be  wan)  pe  yictory,  and  worabip,  and  wynnjrng  of  ^ 
day.  For  ye  Emparoof  bily  ayaoncid  hifTi,  and  made  bim  maiatar 
of  bia  oate,  and  commaondid  yai  aH  ahold  obey  to  bim ;  and  be 
enereaidy  and  aroe  from  day  to  day  in  bonore  and  ricbeaae.  And  be 
went  aftirward  in  a  certein  day  in  the  cite,  [and]  be  foond  a  preoiooa 
'Stone,  ooloarid  in\h  tbre  maner  of  coloora,  aa  in  oo  portie  white,  in 
an  otbir  portie  red,  and  in  the  thrid  portie  blak.  Anon  be  went  to 
a  lapadary,  ^  waa  expert  in  ^e  yertoe  of  Stonya;  and  be  aeid,  yeX 
ye  Tertoe  of  tbilke  atone  waa  thia,  who  aoeoer  berith  tbe  Stone  ypoid 
bim,  bia  beryneaee  abafi  tome  in  to  ioy ;  and  if  be  be  poa^re,  be 
abal  be  made  riche ;  and  if  be  batb  loat  any  thing,  be  ahi^  lynde 
bit  ayen)  witA  grete  ioy.  And  when  the  knyght  herd  thia,  be  waa 
ghd  and  blitb,  and  thou^^t  in  bim  aelf ,  "  I  am  in  grete  beoyneaae 
k  ponarte,  for  I  baoe  loat  aH  that  I  had,  and  by  thia  Stone  I  ahal 
reooo^re  aH  ayen),  whe^  hit  be  ao  or  no,  god  wote  1 "  Aftir,  when 
be  moat  go  to  Bataile  of  the  Emp«roiir,  be  gadrid  to-gidre  aH  ye 
oate,  and  among  hem  he  foond  two  yong  knygbtiB,  aemely  in  bameia^ 
h  wele  I-ahape,  the  which  he  hired  for  to  go  wiUi  him  yn  bataifi 
of  the  Emp^rotir.  And  when  thei  were  in  the  BataiH,  yere  waa  not 
oon  in  aH  ^  bataiH  yei  did  ao  dootely,  aa  did  tho  two  knyghtia  ^t 
be  hired ;  and  j^erof  thia  knygbt,  maiater  of  ye  oat,  waa  bily  g^id. 
When  ye  bataiH  waa  y-do,  thea  two  yong  knygbtea  yede  to  her  oate 
in  ye  cite ;  and  aa  y^  aat  to-gidir,  thelder  aeid  to  ^e  yong^,  "  Dere 
Frend,  hit  ia  long  aitben)  yei  we  were  f elawya,  and  we  baoe  grete 
grace  of  god,  for  in  eo^y  batail  we  baoe  ^e  victory ;  and  J^^rfore 
I  pray  yon,  telle  me  of  what  contre  ye  were  ybore,  and  in  what 
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nacundf  f or  I  aakid  nen^r  this  of  the  or  now ;  &if  )Km  wQt  telle  me 
sothy  I  8hal  telle  my  kyniede,  &  where  I  was  borne."  And  when 
00  felawe  tpak  yus  to  ^  othir,  a  feure  lady  was  loggid  in  fe  same 
oetry;  and  when  she  hercl  ^  dder  knyglit  speke,  she  herkened  to 
him;  bat  she  knew  neither  of  hem^  and  yit  she  was  modir  of  both, 
ft  wyfi  of  the  maister  of  the  Oste,  the  which  also  ^  maister  of  the 
Shipjw  wiUkhek)  for  sbiphire,  but  eaer  god  kept  her  fro  synne.  Then 
spake  the  yonger  knyght,  *'  Forsoth,  good  mai)),  I  note  who  was  my 
Fader,  or  who  was  my  modir,  ne  in  what  stede  I  was  borne ;  bat  I 
hane  this  wele  in  mynde,  fsA  my  fader  was  a  knyght^  and  ^  he  bare 
ma  oner  the  water,  and  left  my  eldir  brothir  in  fe  lon<l ;  and  as  he 
passid  ouer  ayen)  to  fecche  him,  fere  oome  a  Mon),  &  toke  me  vp, 
bat  a  man  of  the  cite  come  with  hoondis,  and  when  he  saw  him,  he 
made  him  to  leve  me  vriih  his  hoandis^"  **  now,  sothly/'  quod  )>at 
othir,  '*  and  in  fe  same  maner  hit  happid  wtt^  me.  For  I  was  fe 
soneof  a  knyght,  and  had  only  a  brothir;  and  my  fader  brought  me, 
&  my  bro^,  &  my  modir,  ouer  the  See  toward  themperoui';  and 
for  my  fader  had  not  to  pay  to  ]>e  maist^r  of  ^the  ship  for  the  firaught, 
he  left  my  modir  to  wed;  and  fen  my  fader  toke  me  with  my  yong 
brothir,  and  brought  ts  on  his  bak,  &  in  his  armys,  tyH  ^t  we  come 
vnto  a  water,  and  fere  left  me  in  a  side  of  the  water,  and  bare  oner 
my  yong  brothir;  and  or  my  fader  myght  oome  to  me  ayene,  to  here 
me  ouer,  thei^  come  a  here,  and  bore  me  to  wode ;  and  fe  people  f^i 
saw  him,  made  grete  cry,  and  for  fere  the  bece  let  me  &lle,  and  so 
'with  thelke  people  I  duellid  x.  yero,  and  thei^  I  was  ynorisshed.'' 
When  fe  modir  herd  thes  wordis,  she  seid,  ^*  wiihoxite  doute  thes 
ben)  my  Sonys ; "  and  ran  to  hem  anon,  and  fil  vpon)  her  nekke^,  and 
wepte  sore  for  ioy,  &  seid,  **A !  dere  sonys,  I  am  yo«r  modir,  fet 
your  fader  left  iritk  fe  maister  of  the  Shipps ;  and  I  know  wele  by 
yooi^  wordis  and  signes  ^t  ye  beth  true  brethern).  But  how  it  is 
yrtik  jour  Fader,  ^at  I  know  not,  but  god,  fat  aH  set3i,  yere  me 
grace  to  fynd  my  husbond."  And  alle  that  nyght  fes  thre  were  in 
gladnes.  On  fe  morow  fe  modir  rose  vp,  and  fe  childiyn),  bcU,  fe 
knyghte«,  folowid ;  and  as  thei  yede,  the  maister  of  fe  Oste  mette 
with  hem  in  fe  strete,  and  )K)ugh  he  were  her  fiider,  he  knew  hem 
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not,  bat  as  fei  had  manli  foiigbt  ^  day  afoie ;  and  ^erfor  he  salaed 
hem  hcHWiably,  and  askid  of*  hem,  what  feiz'  lady  ^t  was,  ^  come 
with  hem!  Anoii)  as  ]»is  lady  herd  his  voys,  and  perceyned  a  oer- 
teyn)  sjgne  in  his  fiount^  she  knew  fully  ^by  that  it  was  her  has- 
bond ;  and  ^erfore  she  ran)  to  him,  and  dypt  him,  and  kyst  him,  and 
for ioy fills dooii)  to  theerth,as  shehadbeded.  So aftir  ))is  passion)^ 
she  was  rused  Tp ;  and  then  the  maistsr  seid  to  her,  *'  Telle  me,  feiz' 
woman)^  whi  fau.  clippest  me, and  kyssist  me  sot"  She  seid,  '*I  am 
.thi  wif,  that  }on  leftist  witA  fe  maistsr  of  the  Ship ;  and  thes  two 
knygfatsf  bene  yotir  Sonys.  loke  wele  on  my  front,  and  see."  Then 
the  knyght  byheld  her  wele,  with  a  good  avisement,  and  knew  wele 
by  dioffse  tokyns  ^t  she  was  his  wif ;  and  anon  kyst  her,  and  the 
Sonys  eke;  and  blessid  hiely  god,  ^t  so  had  visited  hem.  Tho 
went  he  ayen)  to  his  lond,  with  his  wif>,  and  witA  his  childien),  and 
endid  fiiire  his  lifi. 

MoaALiTB. 

DEre  frendiB,  this  Emperoui'  is  om'  lord  Ihem  Crista  the  which 
callith  Ys  to  the  tumement  of  penaofice,  wherthnmgh  we  mow 
come  to  eoerlastyng  ioy.  The  knyghtM  two  sonys  and  his  wif>  is 
eehe  good  Cristen)  man);  |^  which  owith  to  redy  him  toward  ^  wey 
of  henen  by  praiers,  fastyng,  &  almysdede,  to  take  with  him  his  wif^ 
setZ  his  flessh,  ^t  it  obey  vnto  fe  goost  in  i^  ^mge$,  the  two 
childryn)  bethe  reson)  and  wille ;  ifi  ye  which  two  accorde  ^  wele  to* 
gider,  thei  mow  sekirly  come  to  the  tttr[ne]ment  of  penaiutce.  the 
brid,  ]>at  singeth  so  swetly,  is  fe  holy  gost^  fe  which  is  ener  puttyng 
grace  in  to  vs,  if^  we  wol  aske  hit,  as  the  gosp^  makith  mencion) 
thns,  Petite,  ^  accipietia,  ^at  is  to  sey,  askitii,  and  havitll;  PtdeatSf 
4'  aperietur  vobis,  that  is  to  sey,  knokkith,  and  hit  shalbe  openyd 
to  you.  NeuMheles  it  behoayth  ]>at  ioy  of  yongith  be  tumyd  to 
sorowe  of  penaunce,  and  alle  oui'  vices  be  brend  vp  wit/*  pe  fire  of 
fe  love  of  god.  So  ^t  we  love'  god  oo^r  sH  thmges,  &  set  afi 
erthely  thingeff  atte  nought.  Tho  Ship  in  which  vs  owe  to  entre  is 
penaunce,  and  yerfoie  seith  lerom,  Seeunda  taltda  post  naufragium 
egt  penitenctOy  &c.  expomtar  eitpm.    And  fcrfore  we  se  wele  by  ex- 
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pmence,  ^t  if  any  man  miut  nediB  passe  the  See  to  fe  holy  hmd,  in 
folfilling  of  Yowysy  and  behotitli  ^t  he  madoi  ^arfoie  pea  i^  hit 
happoy  ^t  there  be  in  ^  wntar  two  Shippis,  of  ye  which  oon  is 
yehaigid,  and  ^t  othir  is  vnchaigid.    Now  to  ooi'  puipos.    pem 
bene  two  Shippis,  bcU.  baptym  &  penannce ;  baptym  is  chaiged,  for 
hit  is  onre  first  sacrement,  and  be  ^t  we  ben)  ysavidi  and  ^srfore 
fei  IB  passid,  and  may  not  be  take  ajerd ;  and  ^^oie  nedefnlly  we 
mnst  take  the  Ship  of  penaunce,  as  did  the  knyght^  with  his  wif  & 
his  childie.  bat  pe  kny^t  left  lus  wif  wttA  ^  maist^  of  the  shippe^ 
for  he  myg^t  not  pay ;  So  do  )K)a  leve  thi  fleesh  wt tA  a  discrete  con- 
fessooi'y  that  is  to  sey,  flesshly  affeocions;  &  take  wit4  the  two 
sonys,  as  reson)  and  witt;  reson)  to  gonsme  thi  lif,  &  wO  to  do  ^  is 
plflsannt  to  god.    for  fere  is  nothing  better  ^an)  that  yai  is  yoven)  to 
god  -with  a  good  wiH,  in  so  moohe  pat  in  certein  plaoM  &  tymes  wiH 
ii  take  as  for  dede  witA  god.    And  so  vs  mnst  passe  oner  the  worldly 
water;  But  many  doth  ofte  tyme  as  did  ye  knyght,  ya,t  left  oon  of 
his  children)  vpon)  ye  lond ;  So  yai  what  tyme  reason)  is  depresaii), 
then)  comyth  ye  lyoo),  bcH.  ye  devitt,  &  gostly  ravissheth  a  man). 
Nenertheles  then  ye  hurde,  teU,  a  prvchoni',  comyth  ofteid  tyme,  in 
so  moche  ^t  ye  devifi  lettith  a  maid  to  falle  from  his  power,  and 
yen  he  is  norisaheJ  of  holy  chirche  in  good  worker.    Now  he  wolle 
seche  the  othir,  sei^  wiH,  by  ye  which  he  shuU  please  god,  but  the 
here,  ecU.  ye  yreAae,  rayissheth  ye  wiH,  in  so  moche  yai  he  hath  no 
wiH  to  folfille  no  meritory  werket.    Bat  yit  ofte  tyme  prelate,  piv* 
ehonrs,  and  doctours  rayisshitll  by  holy  Scripture  such  a  wiH,  and 
makith  hit  to  be  norisshedl  by  doctrine  of  god,  Tnto  ye  tyme  yet  a 
man  know  what  &  how  moche  he  hathe  trespassid  vnto  god.    Then 
aftirwani  the  knyght  is  ymade  maister  of  the  Oste,  is  wan  ye  victory 
in  batails.    In  ye  same  man^r,  when  a  man)  oueroomyth  ye  deviH, 
then  he  is  maister  of  him  self,  ^yn  gouemyng  of  his  owne  soule, 
puttyng  awey  yices,  &  plantyng  yertuys.     Aftir  al  this,  the  knyght' 
^dithe  a  ston,  I-colowrid  irith  three  diu^rse  colowres,  so  he,  aftir 
that  he  bathe  ou^roome  his  enmyes  by  penaunce,  he  findithe  a  stone 
acH.  Christum,*  Crist,  ^t  seithe.  Ego  turn  lapU^  &c  ^is  is  to  sey,  I 
am  a  stone,  the  whiche  is  colowrid  witA  i^.  folde  coloures,  sctZ.  witA 
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myke  of  ^  fadir  wifldom)  of  fe  sonne,  &  meknesse  of  the  holy 
goeie.  Audi  he  pai  shal  have  ^  rtone,  ahal  have  euerlastyng  lyf ; 
and  10  GW^  herinet  ^  we  have  heei'  shalle  tonrne  into  loye,  and  ao 
we  ahalle  mowe  eome  \nth  onie  wy^  bcU,  oure  flesehe,  &  onie 
flonyi^  mH  Besoid  &  wiH,  [to]  haye  ay  lastyng*  lyf,  aftir  owre  deMece. 
Ad  ^tmoL  no$  Sic. 

[  XXV.  ] 
PLEBEIUS  THE  EMPiLBOUKE. 

(bow  THBO  KHIGHTS  WXBB  MUBDlRBDy  AKD  HOW  TBI  MUBDIBS 

WXBB  VOUND  OUT.) 

PLefbeioa  was  Emp^ronie  Regning  in  the  oete  of  Eome ;  ]»e  whiehe^ 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  wacchemen  eholde  eche  nyght  go 
abonte  ^  oete,  ft  yiaite  eehe  houee,  ^  ^<tre  waa  no  misgoutfmayle  fero 
in,  wher  by  ^  cite  myght  pml  or  harm),  &  fat  fere  were  no  man- 
•lauter,  ne  sodeyne  deUi  in  Eny  honee.  So  in  a  tyme  fere  waa  an 
oMe  knyglht,  named  Joaiaa,  fe  whiche  had  to  wyf  a  freahe  yonge 
wenche ;  and  this  yonge  woman)  vaid  to  syng  ao  awetly,  that  mony 
maid  drow  for  hir  love  to  hir  house,  and  speke  to  hir  f or  a  nuuMr 
love  fai  ia  forbode.  And  this  Emptfrouro  had  in  his  hous  iy.  yonge 
knyghtes,  teil,  that  is  to  seye,  Purellns,  fat  was  stiward ;  Oliaems, 
fe  whiche  Tsid  to  wynne  victory  in  bataile  in  euery  place ;  and  the 
thiide  was  named  [Lemicins.  The  firste]  knyght,  bcU.  pirellos, 
yede  pnyely  ynto  the  forsaide  woman),  fe  olde  knyghtes  wyf,  and 
proferid  hir  many  yiftis,  yf  so  were  ^t  she  wolde  assente  to  his 
desire,  "what  wolt  ^a  yeve  to  me?**  quod  she,  "yf  I  fulfiUe  thi 
willet"  "XX.  marke,"  quod  he.  "Then  I  graunte,"  quod  she; 
"  but  telle  me  what  tyme  &  what  oure  fou  wolte  come  with  fi  money, 
&  I  shalle  in  the  mene  tyme  arise  me  yf  I  wolle  fulfille  thi  wille ;  I 
shalle  yeve  the  aunswere  or  longe  tyme  be."  Afftir  )»t  come  Oliuems 
to  hir  &  spake  to  hir  for  the  same  mat^,  but  he  wist  not  that  his 
felow  had  be  fere  afore,  pen  she  saide  to  him,  "  pon  shalt  Come,  & 
do  thi  wille.**  when  Oliuerus  had  this  aunswere,  he  was  glad,  &  he 
yede  his  weye.  And  )>oo  come  the  thirde  knyght,  ande  spake  to 
hir  of  the  same  mater,  but  he  wist  not  that  his  Felawes  had  ben 
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ther  afore.  And  tho  he  saide  to  hir,  ^'  what  ahalle  I  yeve  to  the^ 
In  coftducion)  ^  ^t  I  shalle  do  my  wille  withe  the  f "  '^  pari  shalt  yere 
me  XX.  marke,"  qaod  she,  ''  an  then  I  ehaii  tel  the  when  and  in 
what  home,  jiat  thow  shalt  come  &  ligge  withe  me."  ''  I  assentOy" 
saide  he,  &  yede  home  to  the  place.  And  sone  aftir  Jie  maliciooii 
woman)  yede,  and  discouerod  to  hir  hosbonde  ]>e  connsaitt  of  aUe 
thre  knyght^  ''And  fereioie,  sir/'  she  said,  ''I  pray  ]>e,  sir,  yef 
me  counsaiH,  how  that  I  may  hare  alle  hir  yifte»,  and  save  my 
selve  fro  syufitt  werke."  pen,  spake  hir  hosbonde,  ''J^owe  shalt," 
quod  he,  "  sey  to  the  fyrst  knyght,  pat  he  brynge  his  mony  at  myd- 
nyte ;  and  to  the  seconnde,  pat  he  bring  his  money  at  pe  thirde 
coklds  crow ;  V  and  to  the  thirde  knyght,  pat  he  bryng  his  mony  in 
the  morowe.  ^  And  I  Shalle  steke  the  dore  aftir  hem,  &  sle  hem, 
when  thei  bathe  entred;  and  so  we  shatt  have  pe  mony,  &  paa 
ahalt  be  vnfilid."  Ihenne  aftirward  she  saide  to  the  iig.  knightee, 
as  ye  haue  hurd,  &  pat  they  shuld  come  yn)  the  nyght  folowyng,  & 
thei  shulde  have  hir  wille.  So  the  firste  knyght  come  at  mydnyght». 
and  knokked  at  the  doie,  trowing  that  hir  husbonde  wero  absent, 
she  come,  and  aakid  the  cawse  of  his  cnokkyng.  ''  A 1 "  quod  he, 
'<  I  am  Pirel,  the  knyght"  ''  A I  be  stille,"  qnod  she,  '<  hast  thow 
browte  ]»i  money)"  ''yee,"  quod  he.  ''Entir  then,"  quod  sche; 
openid  pe  doi',  &  he  enterid  in  derknesse.  the  Olde  knyght  stekid 
the  doi'  aftir  him,  &  yede,  &  slow  this  knyght,  an  spoyled  him 
bothe  of  monye  &  of  clothisi  &  drowe  his  body  into  a  prevj 
caumbre.  Aftir  this,  at  pe  iij.  cockis  croweyng,  come  pe  Second 
knyght,  wit^  his  money ;  &  as  it  was  I-don)  with  pe  firsts  so  was  it- 
don)  with  the  secounde;  &  his  body  was  drawe  into  a  chaumbx*.. 
In  the  morow  come  the  thirde,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  cliannce^ 
of  his  felowes ;  &  when)  he  was  comyn)  in,  hir  husbonde  smote  him- 
on)  the  hede,  &  he  fel  downe  dede,  and  lus  body  was  drawe  into  p9 
same  chaumbre.  Then  spake  sche  to  hir  husbonde,  Ss  seide^  ''sir, 
we  have  I-do  a  perilowse  dede ;  J^es  knyghtes  shul  sone  be  sought^  & 
yf  thei  be  not  I-founde,  pere  woUe  be  serche  made  for  hem  fro  hoos 
to  hous,  &  yf  they  be  founde  wtt^  vs,  we  shulle  have  a  fonle  dethe ;. 
&  perefoi^f  sir,  it  is  goode  that  we  werke  wysely."     ''  Say  thi  beat 
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ooansuH,"  qaoJ  he.  then  saide  she,  '')x>w  knoweet  wel,  fat  fern 
is  a  lawe  I-made,  fat  wacchemen)  shulle  goo  aboute  in  tyme  of  ye 
liJ^ifAfmie  ^£che  house ;  and  on)  of  the  wacchemen  is  my  hrofere ; 
&  whan  he  comythe  by  the  strete,  I  shal  make  him  Entre  pnuely,  & 
telle  him  of  this  dede,  &  so  I  troste  that  he  woUe  delio^r  vs."  then) 
sdde  he,  ''tiiis  is  a  gode coonsaille,  yf  fon  do  as  fan  saidt."  So  in 
tyme  of  the  nyght,  when  waochemen  come  blowyng  hir  homoSi  ^is 
yonge  woman)  hei3mg«  the  home  of  hir  bro]>0re,  come  to  him,  A  saide, 
'^€k)de  bro^  and  firende,  come  to  my  hovse,  for  I  have  fero  a 
eerten)  prerite  to  shew  to  the.**  he  come  in,  &  she  saide  to  him, 
^take  now  goode  hede,  my  swet  bro])0r,  of  that  I  shalle  sey  to  the, 
ft  helpe  to  socotir  me  in  this  gret  nede,  for  fem  f el  a  cas  Jie  last 
nyghtb  A  knyght  come  to  my  hovse,  &  spake  vnEoly  wordes  to  my 
hnsbonde,  A  so  myn)  husbond  kyllid  him,  and  his  body  is  hid  in  a 
ehainnbi^  >  ^  7^  o^ue  honse  were  I-serchid,  &  Jie  body  wei'  I-fonnde, 
we  mygfat  have  a  foule  dethe ;  and  ^eref ore,  dei'  bro]>ere,  as  thow 
krist  me  &  my  lyf,  Eemeve  him  in  to  som  ofere  place,  ^t  he  be  not 
I-fbonde  )>ere,  &  favL  shalt  have  goode  mode."  '' A !  suster,"  quod 
he^  ^  I  woUe  not  f ayle  Jie,  in  lyf  ne  in  dethe ;  and  ferefoie  take  me 
his  body  in  a  sakke,  &  I  shafi  cast  it  into  the  see."  She  toke  him 
yo  the  body  of  the  firste  knyght,  &  she  wolde  be-knowe  of  no  mo. 
&  [he]  toke  [it]  than,  &  Eanne  to  the  myddis  of  the  cite,  &  fere  was 
an  arme  of  the  see,  &  yere  he  caste  it  in.  &  when  yia  was  done,  he 
Ban  a-ycne  to  the  honse  of  his  suster,  and  bad  hir  to  yeve  him  drinke, 
for  he  had  deliaered  hir  of  the  knyght,  in  grete  loye  to  hir.  she 
yede  to  draw  wyne  in  to  the  chaumbi*,  wher  as  ]>e  oyer  twoo  bodijs 
lay;  &  yenne  she  cride  wit^  an)  hie  voys,  and  saide,  ''0  bro^ 
myn),  helpe  me  now !  pe  knyght,  yat  yon  castiste  in  to  the  wat^, 
is  hei*  a-yene."  he  trowid  hir  wordes,  &  entirid  wi't^  hir  into  the 
chaombre,  &  saide,  "  how  is  this  1  I  caste  him  into  ^e  see,  &  now 
he  is  hei'  a-yene !  take  him  me,  &  I  shaH  ordeyne  For  him  in  an 
othir  mondr."  then  sche  toke  him  ^e  body  of  the  secounde  knyght ; 
&  he  trowid  that  it  bad  be  the  first,  and  he  tide  a  grete  stone 
abovte  his  necke,  &  so  he  caste  him  into  the  water.  And  f  oo  he 
come  a-yene  to  hir  house,  and  tolde  how  lie  had  I-doone.      Sche 

'  leaf  1C5,  bock,  col.  1. 


96  XXT.  BOW  OBBf  AUr  XUBDIBIBS  WIS!  MnBOrflX   nOET.   MAMU  7898. 


rose  vp  to  feoche  diink ;  ftiMl  as  she  was  in  ^  camnbi'y  she  cride  as 
she  did  afore,  and  saide,  ''Oatl  htopftr,  out!  for  he  is  I-come 
ayene."  when  he  haide  that,  he  marvaylicl  strongly,  Trowing  eaat 
that  it  had  ben)  the  first  knyght.  )>eii)  ^in  angir  he  toke  him,  & 
pat  him  in  a  Sakke,  &  saide,  **  I  caste  the  firste  in  the  see,  &  aitheii 
I  fonde  ^'hei^  ayene ;  aftir  that  I  put  a  gret  stone  aboate  thi  nedn^ 
&  yit  ]»oa  Bise ;  I  triste  now  I  shalle  pley  sikir  with  the."  he  yede 
wit^  the  knyght  in  to  a  foreste ;  and  fere  he  made  a  grete  fire,  audi 
caste  fe  knyght  ^ere  in.  And  as  this  waocheman)  yede  from  him, 
he  purposid  to  sitte  down,  &  esid  him  seloe.  &  )>ere  come  a  knyght 
Kidinge  hi  )»e  same  wey,  be-cauae  that  fere  was  made  a  crye  of 
Tomement^  for  the  whiche  erye  many  knyghtsf  come  thidir  to  the 
dte.  when  this  knyght  ^t  was  aocolded, — &  hit  was  grete  &oste^— - 
Ik  he  saw  ^e  fyre,  he  descendid  of  his  horse,  &  yede  to  pe  fyre,  A 
wannid  him.  Ande  as  he  stode  so,  the  forsaid  waocheman)  come  to 
him,  and  askid  what  he  did  there,  &  what  he  was.  &  he  saide,  "  I 
am  a  knyght"  **  jN'ay,'*  quod  he,  '^  thow  art  a  devil ;  fiiste  I  casta 
^  in  the  see,  and  that  ofere  tyme  I  caste  ^  on)  ^  water  in  a  saklce^ 
and  the  thirde  tyme  I  caste  the  in  ^  fyi*,  and  yit  I  Fynde  the  hei' 
with  thin  horse ! "  he  toke  the  knyght^  &  the  hors,  &  caste  hem 
bo^  in  the  fere ;  &  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  snster,  and  she  yaf  him 
goods  salazye,  &  he  went  his  wey.  In  the  morow  feB  knyghtes  wes^ 
I-soaght  fro  house  to  house,  &  non  was  I-founden,  &  feretot  waa 
made  grete  lamentadon).  Aftir  hit  happid,  fat  fiB  olde  knyght,  fai 
slows  the  knyghtsf,  M  at  stryf  with  his  wy^  in  so  muche  fat  he 
wolde  haye  smetin)  hir ;  and  when)  she  sawe  ^t^  she  cride  with  an 
hihe  Yoyse,  *' A !"  quod  she,  '^ wolt  fan  slee  me,  as  foa  didest  the 
i\j.  knyghteff  nay,  foa  shalt  lye.**  pe  peple,  fat  was  fere  prssent, 
marvayled  fere  of,  and  tolde  it  to  the  Emperoure;  &  bo]»  wei^ 
I-taken,  bcQ.  the  knyght  ft  his  wyf,  and  thai  were  oompellid  to  sey 
the  sothe,  from  fe  begynnyng  to  the  endyng  afore  the  Emperoure,  & 
to  telle  how  thei  kyllid  fe  i\j.  knyghte*;  and  so  at  the  last  ^i  had 
a  foule  de^. 

'  leaf  185,  back,  ool.  2. 
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XO&ALITE. 

Deie  fnodesy  ^  Emperome  is  ome  loide  Jhetm  Crist,  ^  whiche 
ixtiiBpd&  for  a  law,  fat  -waochmen),  Bcil.  prelato  &  conf essonxesy  owe 
to  go  iboiite  fe  dfee  of  oaie  herte,  pattyng  awe j  yioe^  and  pkmtyng 
tertoa  }^  dlde  knygbt  is  this  woride,  the  whiehe  hath  weddid  a 
wyl^  artl.  fe  derflle;  anci  wel  may  tiie  woilde  be  I-eaUid  ^  wyf 
of  fB  dml,  for  H  is  I-eeite  al  in  wikednesse.  Now  ^^  wjt,  bcU.  ^is 
wodde^  nngijye  so  swetlj,  fai  ^  ig.  knyghtM  eomithe  to  hit.  by 
ym  fiy.  knyiB^tes  we  Tndiistonde  fn  kyndes  of  men),  mcQ.  men  yat 
woo  afore  ^  adTont  of  Crista ;  some  in  tyme  of  Crist ;  &  some  aftir 
Crista;  Tor  in  enary  state  of  feB  lij.  many  ben  deceyviil  by  ^ 
wodde,  is  kylUd  by  the  devil,  ant)  spoylid  of  all  hir  good«i^ 
wpMimij  toot  to  speken.  What  is  ))erefore  to  be  do  in  ]>is  cast 
CsBtteynelyy  }ai  a  waoeheman,  setl.  a  prdate  or  a  eonf eesonie^  pntte 
hem  in  ihe  sakke  of  penaanoe,  to  confesrioii) ;  &  first  late  him  be 
easts  into  tibe  wat^  of  eontridon) ;  aftir  late  be  put  abonte  his  neeke 
a  grete  stonoy  sei7.  pe  yoke  of  penatmce,  to  coafessionn)  ;*  and  aftir 
kte  him  be  caste  in  to  the  f yi'  of  fe  love  of  god,  setl.  that  he  love 
god  abore  al  thinges,  with  al  his  herte,  &  vnth  al  his  sonle.  pe 
knyght,  ^t  Bidethe  to  the  tnmament,  is  a  man  Bedy  to  gete  &  to 
Ibnga  Tanytes  of  the  woride,  &  for  to  walke  in  peryll  of  synne ;  and 
siehe  a  maid  most  discende  fro  his  hors  of  pryde,  and  not  Only  to 
stonde  be^de  the  tyre  of  the  love  of  god,  but  to  be  east  fere  in, 
teSL  ^  he  sette  folly  his  hope  in  god,  and  not  be  dul  in  the  feithe, 
ne  wanere  in  the  comayndemente^  of  god.  &  yf  he  do  tiius,  he 
dialle  have  a  goode  mode,  set?,  a  good  Sentence  in  the  day  of  dome, 
when  he  shalle  here  that  shal  be  saide  to  him,  Venite^  benedicH 
FaJtrU  meif  petcipiU  regimm  quod  vobis  paratum  est  ab  origine 
mtmdi,  This  is  to  sey,  Comythe  ye  blessid  childenn  of  my  fjEuire, 
takithe  the  kyngdom)*  ^t  was  ordeynid  for  yow  fro  the  begynnyngo 
of  fe  worlde.    Ad  gaod  &c. 

'  leaf  166,  ool.  1. 
*  /«  the  Its.  hf  nef  licence  of  the  $erihet  two  Unei  are  here  repeated. 

*  kyngdoiM,  MS. 


aiSTA. 


98         JUL  TBI  FAIIBFITL  OBSTHOUITD.     nOVi^     MAMtm  m$^ 

[  XXVI.  ] 

CESAB  THE  EMP^220UEE. 

(how  a  OBSTHOUKD  bayed  a  child  VBOM  a  8ERPEKT.) 

Cesar  the  Emparooie  was  a  wyse  mta^  Beigninge  in  tbe  cete  of 
Boome;  In  whos  Eminre  was  a  knyght^  namecl  foUicnliis,  ^  whiehe 
knight  loiiiii  oner  al  thinges  in  tbe  worlde  lusting  and  toraement* 
&  this  knjght  had  a  litle  babe  to  son),  anci  no  mo  ehildenn;  &  he 
oxdeynici  for  fostering  &  noieshing  of  this  childe  i^  norisis,  sisiL  on^ 
to  wasshe  his  clothis,  anoj^era  to  fode  or  to  pasture  him  with  pappe^ 
&  )»e  ^ude  to  bringe  him  on)  slope  ^Wft4  songes  &  Eockyngei;  Also 
this  knyght'  lovid  passantlj  ye  grehounde^  wttA  the  faucoxD,  by- 
eause  fat  fei  neuer  fayHcl  of  theire  pray  comunly.  Hit  happk^  ^t 
this  knyght  made  a  tomement  to  be  piodaymicl  to  don),  in  a  greene 
place  ny  to  his  castel ;  Ss  many  come  ther  ta  when  f%  day  ooma^ 
the  knyght  armid  him,  and  yede  forthe;  fe  lady,  &  al  his  meyne, 
and  the  norisse  yede  forthe  also^  &  lefte  fe  ehUde  in  the  cradille ; 
}e  grehounde  lay  by  a  walle,  and  )»e  favcon)  sat  on)  a  perche.  pere 
was  in  a  certein)  hole  of  the  same  castell  a  serpent  I-bred  &  broute 
furthe,  &  had  be  ^ere  longe  tyme ;  and  when  this  serpent  harde  so 
grete  a  noyse  of  peple  goyng  oute  toward  the  tomement^  she  put  oute 
hir  hede  at  an  hole,  &  sawe  the  chylde  by  him  sehre.  she  come 
oute,  for  to  sle  the  childe;  and  when  the  faucon)  sawe  that^  she 
made  gret  noyse  w/t/i  hir  winges,  and  ^ere  wit^  awoke  ^  giehounde 
fro  slope,  ^t  the  grehounde  myght  go  &  defende  )»e  childe.  Then 
the  grehounde  awakid,  by  stirynge  of  the  faucone«  wynge»,  &  shoke 
him  selve,  &  be-helde  }e  serpent^  and  Khan  feisly  to  hir;  &  fe 
serpent  was  on)  the  oh)  side  of  the  cradiH,  &  the  grehounde  on)  the 
o^ere,  for  to  defonde  the  childe  in  fe  crad^  &  )»ei  foute  sore  to* 
geder,  &  ^  serpent  boot  )»e  gvehonde  grevously,  ^t  he  bled  stronge ; 
and  ttie  grehounde  Rai])  woodly  to  ^  addi*,  &  slowhe  hir ;  &  so  wtt^ 
hir  fiting  ^  cradil  ouMomid ;  but  the  cradiH  had  iiy.  feet,  that 
kepte  the  childes  fase  fro  the  grounde.  &  when  the  Grehounde  had 
iHslawe  pe  serpent,  he  yede  to  his  kenell,  blside  the  walle,  and  likkid 
his  wounde.     And  by  that  tyme  the  tomement  was  cessid  &  dooni 

*  leaf  ICC,  ool.  2.  '  kynght,  MS. 
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The  noriashis  come  home;  Ss  when  pei  sawe  the  cradiH  I-toniiJ 
Tpsodoime  Sc  ^  flox*  blody,  &  ^  grehouud  blodj,  also  thei  trowed 
^  the  grehoande  had  elayne  fe  childe;  &  ferefor  wtt/ioate 
tKWjBgbf  or  thei  wolde  goo  to  the  chylde,  thei>  seide,  **  Go  we,  fle 
away,  oir  we  be  dede !"  And  as  thei  yede,  |)e  lady  met  with  hem, 
M  ahe  eome  fio  tiie  play ;  &  she  askid  of  hem  whi  thei  fledde  1  & 
fm.  nide,  ^  wo  is  to  yow  &  to  vs,  for  ^  grehound,  )»it  ye  love  so 
welle,  ba^  tlayne  your  sone,  &  lithe  by  the  waU  al  blody  I "  Tlie 
lady  fd  downe  on)  a  swoune,  and  saide,  ''Alas  I  is  my  sonne  dedel" 
And  as  ahe  cried,  ye  knyght  come  fro  the  tomemeut,  and  askid  the 
canae  of  bir  eriinge.  *))enne  sche  saide,  "  Wo  is  to  yow  &  to  me,  for 
yoiix^  grehonnde  bathe  alayne  yoaie  sone  1 "  then  ^  knight  was 
haUb  woode  for  wo ;  he  Enterid  into  the  halle ;  and  [when]  the 
grebounde  sawe  bis  lorde  come,  he  aios,  and  as  he  myght,  he  made 
loya  wttft  his  lorde,  as  be  was  wont  to  do.  But  the  knyght  anon)  in 
bis  woodneaae,  trowing  the  wordea  of  his  wyf,  drowe  oute  his  swerde, 
and  amote  of  his  giehonndis  hede ;  and  )k>  he  yode  to  the  cradiH,  & 
tumid  bit  vp  wit^  bis  honde,  &  saw  his  childe  Safe  &  sounde,  and 
Waide  the  cradell  lay  the  serpent  dede ;  &  by  that  he  vndirstode, 
fat  the  grehoande  had  slayn)  the  serpent,  for  dcfens  of  the  childe. 
And  then)  he  cride  \riih  aii)  hihe  voyse,  **  Alios !  alias !  for  at  the 
wordes  of  my  wyf  I  have  slayne  my  gontil  grebounde,  ^at  failid 
neuer  of  bis  pray,  and  also  savid  the  lyf  of  my  childe ;  ferefoTe  I 
wolle  take  penaunce.**  he  brake  his  spei'  in  thre  partijs,  &  put  his 
wyf  in  pivsoh),  and  yede  him  selfe  to  the  holy  londe ;  &  fere  he 
livid  al  his  lyfo,  &  bis  son)  helde  his  eritage ;  &  so  he  made  a  feyre 
ende  wttA  the  worlde. 

MORALITEB. 

Dere  frendes,  ]>is  Emparour'  is  the  fadir  of  hevin) ;  the  knight 
in  ye  Empyi'  is  eche  worldly  man)  ])at'  loyithe  tomemente^  &  lust- 
ingef,  8<;t7.  yanitees  of  the  worlde.  j)e  childe  in  ^o  cradil  is  a  childe 
wasshe  in  baptisme ;  ^e  cradil  bathe  iiij.  feet,  yat  the  visage  myght 
not  touche  the  er^e ;  so  ^e  contryte  hert  most  have  iiij.  fete,  that  is 
to  sey,  iiij.  cardinales  vertutes,  yat  hit  tovcho  not  erthely  thiiiges, 

>  the,  H8.         *  leaf  166,  back,  col.  1.        '  )«t  the  worlde  ^at,  MS. 
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ne  do  no  thing  but  that  ahalde  be  plesynge  to  god.  ))e  Finte  nonm, 
that  18  sette  *  to  waashe  )w  cbilde,  is  contricioxi),  the  whiche  waaahithe 
awey  ajnne  of  man);  &  fereM  seithe  Amhroee,  Lacrime  laocmi 
delictum  Quod  pudor  ed  Canfiieri,  ^  This  is  to  ae  j,  teria  wasahithe 
synne  that  is  shame  to  be  shewicl.'  the  aeooonde  noiyse  is  eoaah^ 
sioun),  the  whiche  fedithe  a  man  in  goode  werkea ;  for  as  the  body 
lioithe  be  kyndly  mete,  Right  so  dothe  the  sovle  by  goetly  metei 
pe  ^iide  norise,  fat  Roddthe  the  childe  to  slepe,  is  Terey  satiafiieekn^ 
for  synnis,  *^  whiche  makithe  a  man)  to  Beste  in  en^Hasting  loye^ 
The  knyght  yede  to  the  tomement^  eeU.  as  ofte  as  a  man  QOpe  to  the 
lolytees  of  worldlye  specnkdons,  &  bathe  deleetacion)  in  hem,  in  fa^ 
^  he  is  I-ocupiecl  aboate  ]»  worlde,  &  in  vnlefuli  desiiis.  Now  ^ 
childe,  acU.  ye  sonle,  is  lefte  by  hit  selfe  wt tAonte  helpe ;  iof  bb  }% 
A-po6tel  sei^  Non  potedis  deo  mruire  4*  fnamnume,  ^  is  to  aeynop 
ye  mow  not  bothe  serve  god  and  ^e  devil,  or  to  the  worlde  or  to 
the  fleshe.  pe  serpente  in  the  hole  is  )»  devil,  pe  whiche  enar  mora 
go]»  abovte  to  seche  whom  he  maye  devome,  aciL  to  sle  a  sonle  hf 
dedely  synne.  pe  Faucon)  seynge  this,  makethe  a  flakeiyng  with  his 
wynges, — ^what  ia  thati  this  faucon)  is  fi  consiens,  that  bathe  twoo 
wynges,  to  stiie  ye  giehonnde  of  Beste ;  oo  wynge  ia  hope  to  havd 
euerlasting  loye^  ^t  othir  ^ wynge  is^  drede  of  euerlastinge  payne ;  Ss 
^en)  fe  fetucon),  sctZ.  consdens,  makithe  soun,^  as  ofte  as  he  gnioehitfao 
ayena  dedely  synne ;  &  ^erefore  fe  apostle  seithe,  OmxuB  quod  fit 
eofUra  consdendam,  Edifioait  ad  Jehennam^  ^  vt  supm.  And  when 
the  grehounde,  aeH.  Reson),  ib  styrid  fro  slepe  of  synne  ^en)  he  fitithe 
with  pQ  serpent^  in  that  fat  it  stirithe  a  man  to  goode.  The  serpent, 
ecil.  ye  devil,  woundi^e  the  grehoimde,  acU.  Besonii),  as  ofte  as  be 
bryngithe  a  man)  to  live  wilfully,  &  not  by  Resouii) ;  &  so  is  )>e  blode 
sperkelid  aboute  the  cradil,  when  yat  ye  vertos,  ye  whiche  thow  toke 
in  baptisme,  be  depressid  &  destroyed  by  the  deviH ;  &  ao  ye  eradil 
of  thin  herte  is  tomid  vpsodowne,  acU,  to  the  erthe.  Nener^es  for 
ye  fouie  fete,  acil,  ye  iiij.  cardinal  vertnes,  whiche  a  man  Beoevithe  of 
god,  a  soole  dieth*  not^  acU.  is  not  dampnid,  as  longe  as  she  dwellitha 
in  the  body ;  &  ^erefore  seithe  oore  saveoare,  V  Noli  mortem  Peecato.  if, 

'  to  sette,  MS.  *  ahevid^,  MS.  '  leaf  I6<S,  back,  ool.  8. 
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mi  of  magis  cainferiaiw  ei^  tnuat^  This  is  to  seye,  I  wol  not  the  dethe 
of  a  symMTy  but  that  he  be  contiertid,  &  live.  The  norisshes  eee^  & 
tmiptf  wdL  eontridon),  oonfeasioii),  &  satis&ccioD),  Bcil.  when  a  man) 
Uthe  in  ajnne,  and  wol  not  be  conn^rticl  to  gocl.  pe  grehounde 
ilee^  fe  eerpent  as  ofte  as  Besoune  OQ«roomithe  the  devil,  &  eon- 
Tsrtithe  a  man  to  god.  The  lady  cryde,  &  fel  to  grounde,  ^t  is 
when  a  wieochid  soule  tomi^  *to  Eifely  thinget,  &  delicate^  of  ^e 
vorilde;  ft  fmd  it  eriethe  so  hie,  fat  the  knyght^  Bcil.  fe  man, 
dmwi^'  onto  fe  swerde  of  a  frowarde  wille,  as  ofbe  as  he  folowithe 
dtilidonsnfw  of  the  fleshe ;  and  then  he  slee^  Xteson),  ]»at  saiiid  ^ 
soak  ayenste  fe  serpent,  acU.  ^  deviL  And  ^^reifoie,  man),  yf  thow 
htst  don)  by  instigacion)  of  ye  fleshe,  do  as  did  the  knyght ;  tame  vp 
)e  endil  of  tiiin  herte  by  meritozy  werkes,  &  Jien)  ]k)w  shalt  fynde 
)i  aonle  saf,  &  bieke  ^i  spei'.  soZ.  ^i  lyf,  in  iij.  partiis,  setZ.  in 
pnyng,  lastinge,  and  almes ;  &  ^eii)  go  to  the  hooly  londe,  sci7.  ^ 
ia  to  say,  fe  kyngdon)  of  hevyn),  &c 

[  XXVII.  ] 
LAMPADIUS  A  WISE  ENLPEBOUR 

(of  ▲   KNIGHT  WHO  SAVED  HIS  LIFE  BT   STATING  THREE 
nrOONTBOVEBTIBLE  FACTS.      HARL.  MS.  7S88.) 

Lampadios  Beigned  a  wyse  Emp«roiiTe  in  pe  cite  of  Rome,  and 
amonge  al  opere  thing«9  he  was  meisyf ulle ;  and  for  grete  m^rcy  he 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  ^at  yf  ther  wei'  eny  trespassonre  ytake,  & 
biowte  afore  the  luge,  ^at  couthe  seye  i^'.  trewe  talis,  so  trew  that 
no  man  myght  ayene-seye  hem,  he  shulde  be  I-savid,  &  have  his 

*  Tt,  MS.  'leaf  167,  ool.  1.  '  dravithe,  MS. 

[  XXXVIII.  ] 

[Second  Vereion.     Addit  MS.  9066,  leaf  54,  hack.] 

Lampadius  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  that  was  right  mcrcif  uH ; 
wherfore  of*  grete  mercy  he  ordeyned  a  lawe,  that  who  that  were 
a  man-slcer,  a  Ravenour,  an  eveU  doer,  or  a  theef*,  and  were  take, 
and  brouglit  before  the  domesman,  yf  he  myght  sey  i\j.  trouthes,  so 
tiuly  that  no  man  myght  agayh)-9cy  hem,  he  shidd  have  his  lyf*, 
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eritage.  so  ^ere  was  a  knyght,  named  plebeoa ;  &  this  knight  en- 
habitid  in  a  woode,  &  fere  he  Bobbid  or  alowhe  al  men)  that 
trayayled  by  )»it  way.  And  when  the  Justice  or  Uie  lage  hard  uf 
him,  he  sente  wacchemen)  &  spyeiis  to  &oche  him ;  A  anoon)  he  was 
I-take,  &  browte  afore  fe  luge.  &  Jienne  aside  ^  Inge  to  hini, 
**  deie  frend,  ouj^ere  thow  most  sey  i^.  trewe  poyntM,  ^t  shni  be 
vniepngnable,  opere  elles  ^u  shalt  be  dede."  penii  ]»  knyght 
aynswerde,  ''Sir/'  he  saide,  ''late  silens  be  made,  that  men)  may 
hei^  what  I  shalle  seye ;  &,  sir,  I  shalle  folfiUe  the  lawe."  "  Siis,'* 
qnod  he,  "  this  is  my  firsts  sothe  worde,  that  ye  know  wel  echone^ 
pat  I  have  ben)  al  my  lyf  a  thef  and  a  tiaytotir.*'  "  is  that  so)w  t  ** 
seide  the  Inge  to  o^ere  men ;  "  may  ye  arga  ayenst  him  t "  "  Nay, 
sir,"  quod  they,  "  for  yf  he  had  be  noo  trespassoure,  he  hsdde  not 
be  I-browte  hei' ;  certeyne  he  myght  not  seye  a  trewer  worde  than 
this  was."  )>enne  saide  ^  luge,  "what  is  thi  seoounde  point t" 
"  Sir,"  quod  he,  "it  is  this,  fat  it  is  displesing  to  me  that  I  coma 
here."  ^"Sothely,"  seide  al  men,  "fat  trowe  we  weL"  "Sey  ^ 
tliirde  point,"  seide  the  luge, "  &  then  fovL  haste  fulfillid  the  lawe,  ft 

>  leaf  167,  ool.  2. 

-  -'  -  --•^  -  _   - 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

witli  aH  his  heritage.  ^  There  fille  a  ohaunce  af tir,  that  a  knyght 
whos  name  was  Plebeus,  wente^  to  the  wode,  and  att*  that  come  by 
the  wode,  he  slough,  or  spoiled  hem  of  aH  that  thei  haddeh).  ^  Whan 
the  lustice  herd  this,  he  sente  spies  for  to  take  hym ;  and  whan  he 
was  take,  he  was  brought  before  the  lustice.  than  the  lustioe 
said  to  hym,  "  Frende,  thou  knowest  the  law ;  sey  ig.  trouthes,  or 
els  wttAout  doute  thou  shalt  be  hanged  or  I  ete."  V  The  knyght  said, 
"  sciience,  and  I  shaU  fulfille  the  htw."  whan  scilence  was  made, 
the  knyght  said,  "Frendes,  the  first  trouthe  is  this,  that  I  shaH 
shew  to  you  alle,  that  aH  the  tyme  of  my  lyf  I  have  ben  a  theef*,  a 
manqueller,  and  a  Bavenour."  Whan  the  domesman  had  herde  this, 
he  said  to  hem  that  stoden  aboute,  "  is  it  sothe  that  he  saith  t "  thei 
said,  "yee,  but  yf  he  had  ben)  an  eveH  doer,  he  shuld  haue  not 
ben  brought  hedir,  and  therfore  it  is  sothe  that  he  said."  If  Than  the 
domesman  asked,  "  Which  is  the  second  trouthe  1 "  he  said,  heryng 
1^  "  it  displeaseth  me  mekeH,  that  ever  I  come  hedir."  the  domes- 
man  said,  "forsothe  we  beleve  the  wele;  telle  vs  now  the  third 
trouth,  and  thou  hast  fulfilled  the  law."    IF  he  said,  "  the  trouthe  is 

*  that  went,  MS.  '  alkF  alk^  MS. 
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mwhi  ihi  IjV*  **Voao^^  quo^  he,  ^*ji  wier  I  may  passe  froni) 
yowy  I  ahalle  neuer  come  liei*  ayene,  withe  goddis  wille."  peano 
snde  ^  luge,  ''aoihely,  ^  hast  saide  wel,  and  wel  I-savid  thi  lyf ; 
goo  ^errfor,  &  be  a  goode  man,  &  trospasse  no  moi^,  with  thi 
ville^  ajme  the  Emptfronn"  pe  knyght  yede  his  wey,  and  made  a 
&ire£nde. 

MORALITBE. 

Deie  fiendes,  this  £mpeA)t<r  ia  onre  lorde  Iheni  crist,  the 
whiche  hathe  oideynid  for  lawe,  fat  eu^rye  synn^  or  Traytoure,  fat 
n  I-take  thorow  fe  grace  of  god^,  and  browte  afore  a  luge,  scil.  a 
diKret  confessoure,  sey  ig.  sothefastnes,  so  txewe,  fat  no  devil  con 
aey^  ayene  hem  in  fe  day  of  dome ;  ^en)  "with  onto  dowte  he  shalle 
have  eufrlastynge  lyf,  wtt^  the  eritage  o£f  heazDX  The  furste  trew 
vorde  is,  &  ahalle  be  this,  ^  I  am  a  thef ,  set?,  lappid  with  swiche 
synne,  and  swiche  a  eryme,  and  I  and  a  grete  synn^.**  The 
seoounde  is,  "  that  it  is  displesing  to  me  ^t  I  have  grevid  god  so 
muche,  for  the  whiche  I  am  stressid  to  come  he^ere,"  And  the 
thixde  i%  **fat  if  I  may  passe  hens,  by  the  wey  of  satisfaccion),  I 

'  ooaBeyve^  HS. 


[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

Hhis  I  shi^  shewe  to  you ;  And  I  myght  ones  scape,  I  shuld  nener 
eome  to  this  place  aga3me  with  my  good  wille."  The  domysman), 
when)  he  herde  this,  seide,  ''thou  haste  wisely  fulfilled  the  lawe, 
and  haste  sauyd  thy  lyfe.  Qo  now  therefore,  and  from  hensforwarde 
be  a  good  man,  and  wil  no  more  offeude  agaynes  god  ne  the  Emper- 
our."  then  )re  knyght  wente,  and  Endid  his  life  in  pease.  Bednccio. 
Frandes,  this  Emperour  is  oure  lorde  Ihem  Criste,  that  ordeyned 
this  lawe,  that  Euery  brekere  of  goddis  grace,  that  is,  a  synner  that 
dothe  dedly  synne,  shuld  be  brought  before  the  domysman),  that  is 
to  say,  a  discrete  confessotir,  and  teUe  to  hym  the  trouthe,  so  trewe, 
that  the  sayeng*  atte  day  of  dome  mow  not  be  agayne-seide ;  and 
than,  with  oute  doute  he  shidl  haue  Euerlastyng^  lyfe,  with  fdl  the 
heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  hevyn).  The  firste  trouthe  is,  I  am)  a 
thefe,  that  is,  I  am)  suche  a  synner,  and  wrappid  and  knytte  in 
suche  synnes ;  tellyng^  hem  oute  to  his  gostly  fadir.  The  seconde 
trouthe  is,  it  displeasith  me  the  waye  of  contn'cion),  that  I  haue  so 
mekUle  oifendid  god,  for  the  which  I  owe  to  come  hiddere.  The 
thrid  is,  that  if  I  myght  ones  scape,  be  the  waye  of  satiBfaccioxi),  I 

1  leaf  55. 
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sktilde  not  them  nen^r  tome  ayene  to  symw."    And  yf  ye  do  ao, 
iHih  oaten  dowte  ye  sliolle  hare  eotfrkatynge  lyl   Ad  gmam  no$  Ae. 


[8ec(md  VenioH.    Addii.  M8.  ^066.] 

flhaH  nener  tome  agayne  to  synne.  And  if  he  do  Jno,  with  oa^ 
donte  he  shaM.  haue  Eoerlastyng*  life,  to  the  whioh  biyng*  yb  that 
mercyf uH  loide  Ihesn  Criste !  Amen  &c. 


[  xxvin.  ] 

EYFFEMIANCTiS  A  WTSE  EiCPEBOUE. 

(thX  8TOBT  OF  GUIDO.) 

Evf  emianitf  was  a  wise  'Emperour  Beignynge  in  the  citee  of  Borne  ; 
the  wbiche  Emperotfr  ordeynid  a  lawe^  )Kit  who  8o  eoer  oome  to -his 
yate,  and  gaf  iij.  strokes  at  tlie  yate,  and  the  porter  openid  the  yate^ 
he  sholde  come  in  to  the  Emperour ,  &  have  eny  oervioe  )M&t  he  wolda 
aske.  So  fere  was  in  that  tyme  a  poi*  man)  in  the  citee,  calUd 
Gwido,  ^and  he  thought  in  him  selfe  )ms,  in  a  tyme,  <'  I  am  poi*,  and 
^«ref ore  it  is  better  pat  I  go  to  )>e  Emperoore,  &  serve  him,  ^anne  for 
to  dwelle  hei'  ener  in  poverte  &  sorow.^  he  come  to  the  yate,  and 
as  lawe  was,  he  yafe  i\j.  strokeff  on)  the  yate.  pe  porter  openid,  & 
askid,  whie  he  cnokked  t  ^  For  I  canne  serve  my  loide,"  quod  hew 
«))ei])  I  shall  brynge  the  afore  him,"  seide  the  porter,  when  ha 
was  afore  )>e  Emperonre,  fe  Emperoure  seide  to  him,  **  dere  frende, 
what  mancr  of  service  canst  thow  dot"  ''Sir,"  quod  he,  '^I  ean 
serve  yowe  wtt^  )>e  beste  in  al  maner  of  service;  and,  sir,  the  first 
that  I  can  do  is,  I  can  slepe  when  ofere  men)  wakithe^  &  I  cane  wake 
when)  o^tfuemen)  slepe;  fe  secoonde  is, that  I  can  taste  gooddrinke; 
ye  third'  is,  that  I  can  bed  men  to  mete ;  fe  foorthe  is,  that  I  canne 
make  a  'fire  wtt^ute  smoke ;  the  y.  is,  I  can  teche  men  to  the  holy 
lond,  so  that  thei  shol  go  saf,  &  come  saf."  "l>eB  hefe,"  qvod 
the  Emp0ix>ai',  ''goode  &  fair'  poynte^,  &  nedefnl  to  me;  thow 
shalt  abide  here;  I  shalle  make  fe  stiwarde  of  my  house."  & 
then  he  enclinid  his  hede,  &  thonkid  him.  And  when  Guide  was 
sett  in  office,  in  the  bote  somer,  when)  alle  men)  lust  Eeste,  he  labourid 

leaf  167,  back,  ool.  1.  '  tbir,  M& 
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iwyftly  aboTte^  &  punreide  to  the  Empdrotir  al  maner  of  nedefntt 
WieeaMTiJii,  ^  he  qwnte  in  vrjnier ;  &  when  o^«re  men)  labourid 
in  wintflTy  }ea  he  Beete,  for  he  had  labounil  afoie;  and  thus  he  tol- 
SOU  his  aamoe  fyiat  lehexrid,  bciL  fai  he  oooche  wake  when  o^dre 
alepfa^  ft  alqpe  when  ofere  men  waked.  And  when  the  Emp^rotfr 
hude  thii^  that  he  had  fUfillid  so  welle  &  eo  wyaelj  [the  first  aev- 
vioe]»  he  ealUd  to  him  hia  botder,  &  aeide  to  him,  'Mere  fiende, 
gfido  ^  atiwaxd  Mide  to  me^  that  he  cowthe  wel  taate  gode  diynke ; 
hi  aee ;  take  Tynegi*,  &  wyii),  &  must,  &  put  hem  to-ged^  in  a 
tapp^  ft  )»enne  we  ahnlle  hei'  what  he  ahalle  aeye,  when  he  hatha 
ItMtid  it"  pt  boteler  did  as  the  ^mperour  oomanndid;  and 
when  Gk^do  taated  fe  drynke,  he  aaide,  **  hit  was  gode,  it  is  gode, 
ft  it  dial  be  godoi"  BciL  Yjn^iar  was  gode,  ft  that  is  for  fe  preterit 
tgrme;  W7ii)isgode,ft]MitiBfortheprMentet7me;  and  mnste shaUe 
be  gode,  ft  that  is  for  the  future  tjme.  and  when)  the  Empsrour 
haid  this,  he  oommendid  fe  stiwaide  oner  aUe  his  sarvauntet.  then 
sone  aftirwarde  [was]  the  day  of  the  nativite  of  the  Empannir;  ft  he 
depid  Gwido  to  him,  ft  seyde,  **  dere  frende,  ^we  ^knoweat  wel  ^t 
Jlthirdesenriceisforto  bid  men)  to  mete;  and  ^sre  f or  go,  and  byd 
al  my  frandes  in  the  Empyre,  that  the!  Ete  wit^  me  in  the  day  of  my 
byi^"  Gwido  went  oner*  al  fe  Empii^,  ft  he  bad  noon)  of  his 
ftendes,  but  al  ye  Enmyea  of  the  Empire,  so  fat  in  the  tyme  of  ^ 
feste^  the  haUe  was  fillid  with  the  EmperotirB  Enmyes.  when)  the 
Brnperour  sawe  this  sight,  he  was  hilie  mevid  in  his  spirite,  and 
ealEd  gwido,  ft  saide,  'Mei'  frend,  thow  toldeste  me  that  thow 
eordest  bid  men  to  mete,  and  hei'  thow  hast  I-bede  al  myn)  enmyes, 
a^ranste  my  precepte  ft  wyl;  what  canst  f<m  seye  to  thist "  <' Sir," 
quod  he,  ''ye  chatgid  me  that  I  shnlde  bidde  al  your  frendes  to 
your  feste,  but  I  have  not  I-do  so,  and  why  t  for  al-wey  when  yotir 
fiendes  come  to  yow,  they  wei^  worshipfully  Beseyrid,  but  so  wei'  not 
yowi'  enmyes ;  and  ther  fore  I  have  bode  hem  to  feste,  that  they  may, 
by  the  goode  feste  ft  jour  good  chei',  bicome  yonx'  frendes."  And  so 
it  was  or  tyme  fat  )>e  feste  was  don),  alle  echon)  wei'  made  his 
frendes.  ]>enne  ^e  Emperour  seide,  "do  now  thi  iuj.  sernce." 
"yis,  sir,"  saide  he.    ho  gaderid  a  grete  multitude  of  woode  and 

*  kaf  167,  back,  col.  3.  '  >0f,  MS. 
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stikdty  thai  were  I-drieJ  in  tomer  by  fyi'  &  by  sonn^;  &  by  veita 
of  hir  drinene  he  made  a  gret  fire,  wttAoute  smoke,  &  folk  so  elere^ 
^  the  'Empenmr  and  aH  his  frendes  w&f  wannid  &  eommfortid. 
Then  ^  saide  the  Emperour  to  him, ''  do  now  thi  y.  service,  BeiL  teebe 
men  how  they  shul  go  to  the  holy  lond ;  lor  fem  comithe  many  to 
me,  and  wolde  leme  to  go  thedir."  Then)  seide  he,  '^si^  lat  hem 
folow  me  to  ^e  bonko  of  the  see."  &  knytea  &  Sqoiens  folowed  him 
to  the  see»  And  when  he  was  ^^re,  he  lokyd  abovte  in  the  see,  ^ 
saide  to  Uie  peple,  ''Sirs,  se  ye  not  ^t  [I]  seet"  ''what  is  that)*' 
qvod  they.  "  lo  I "  he  seide,  "  Rochis  in  )>e  see ;  for  in  a  Boche  is  a 
bryde,  ^e  whiche  is  in  a  neste,  and  she  hathe  t^.  briddis ;  &  as  longe 
as  |yat  bridde  dwellithe  in  hir  nest,  al  the  see  is  in  tranqnilitee,  ^ 
who  so  ener  go^e  fere  by  to  the  holy  londe,  he  shalle  in  pes  go  ft 
come ;  but  when)  ye  brid  flee^  onto  a-wey,  then  al  )>esee  is  I-troubelid» 
ft  wtt/i  onte  dowte,  yf  any  man)  goo'  ^enne,  he  ahalle  be  dreynte ;  ft 
perefore  lokithe  welle,  fai  ye  brid  be  in  hir  neste,  when  ye  shnl  go.** 
"Iiow  shulle  we  know,"  quod  ^y,  "  when)  ye  brydde  is  in  hir  neste, 
and  when  she  is  outel"  He  aunswerd,  and  saide,  ^t  she  lerithe 
neaer  hir  nest,  but  for  this  oause.  **pere  is,"  he  seide,  "ahio^tfrs 
birde,  hir  enmye;  ft  ^t  birde  stodiethe  ft  laborithe  with  al  hir 
myght  for  to  infecte  hir  nest,  or  hir  eyren),  to  distroye  hir  ft  hirs ; 
ft  when  she  perseyvithe  hir,  she  flee]>e,  ft  ^n  is  al  the  see  I-trowbelid." 
peime  saide  they,  "  how  shulle  we  defende  ft  lete  that  brid,  yai  is 
enmye  to  hir,  that  she  come  not  to  the  neste  t"  then  seyde  he, 
"  pere  is  no  thinge  yndir  hevin  yai  yai  brid  hatithe  so  muche  as 
she  dothe  the  blode  of  a  lambe.  For  yf  it  wei*  in  the  nest,  or  a-bonte 
it,  she  dorste  not  come  yere  to."  ))enne  yei  dide  as  Owido  seide 
to  heu) ;  ft  thei  passid  to  the  holy  londe,  ft  tumid  a-yene  witAoute 
hurting  or  disese.  when  ye  Emp^rour  haide  telle  howe  wyslye  ho 
had  fulfillid  his  services,  he  avauncyd  him  to  hye  dygnitee^  and  to 
grete  worshipe. 

MORAUTSB. 

DEre  Frendis ;  this  Emp^rour  is  the  Fadir  of  hevin ;  the  whiche 
made  a  law,  that  eche  man)  yai  yaf  i\j.  strok^^  at  the  yate  of  ye 
palys,  or  of  holy  chirche,  ^en)  the  porter,  Bcil,  ye  prest,  sholde 
'  |rc,  MS.  «  ^cnc,  MS.  ■  leaf  168^  col.  1. 
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qpyaDL  Uieiy.slroiutbeihepmyeiey^almisyaii^fiwfcyiig^forwttAo^ 
dowtOyWhosoea^dotiiethesi^.healiaUeeiiiirtheyate.  And  JwrsCnr 
towchii^  pnjei^  hit  it  I-wretyn)  thua^  Petiie^  et  aeeipiaUM^  fd  mtpra. 
tmi  towehiog  ftitiiige  lerom)  seithe  thus,  TVcim  JSM  prwlemi  apucf 
linmi  abdumnciOf  cum  amimvm  leiunai  a  etdpa,  ^  is  to  sey,  hit  is 
feyi^  fthstinaiinoe  and  fastynge  to  the  sight  of  god,  when  a  man) 
absteynitha  fro  aynne ;  also  it  is  I-seide,  ioeL  ijj.  CfonuerHmini  ad 
mgf  dpOL  be  je  oonnerticl  to  me.  And  towchyng  abnea  hit  is 
I-aeyde,  Date  eUmannam,  ^  anmia  munda  sunt  vobis,  yerithe  abnes^ 
and  al  that  is  dene  shalle  be  yerid  to  yowe.  Gwido  knokhithe^  for 
that  he  wohie  mynysti'  to  )>e  Emperour — how  sot  Eohe  pore  man, 
that  oomithe  nakyd  out  of  the  wombe  of  his  modir,  coodthe  and 
knokithe  at  the  yate  of  baptisme,  &  askithe  baptime,  in  the  whiche 
edios)  of  TB  be-hotithe  to  do  y.  maner  of  semces  to  god.  the  fiiste 
is  to  wake  in  goode  werkes»  when  o^dre  men)  slepithe  in  synne,  ft 
for  to  slepey  when)  o^dre  men)  wakithe,  *as  dothe  theris  &  mychen ; 
&  so  ye  may  in  the  somdr,  seiL  in  ^is  worlde,  purvey  for  nedis  of 
ye  sonle  ayenste  wynter,  set?,  ye  day  of  dome,  pe  secounde  servioe 
is  to  taste  gode  drinke.  pe  drynk  is  nonte  ell«  bat  passioid  & 
penaunce ;  &  yere  of  seithe  onie  sauioaie  ^ns,  PatedU  bibere^  ealu 
eem  quern  Ego  bibituruB*  mtm,  "  May  ye,"  seithe  '  Criste,  **  drynke* 
of  the  same  cuppe  that  I  shalle  drynke  of,  bcS,  suffi'  the  passion^ 
^ot  I  shalle  soffre.  And  yere£oT  seide  Gwido,  It  was  good,  eeU.  pen- 
aunce in  this  worlde  was  gode  to  seintis,  that  bethe  now  glorious  in 
hevin;  It  is  good,  set?,  it  is  gode  that  we  do  penaunce  in  this 
worlde  for  our  synnes;  hit  shalle  be  gode, — ^how  sol  wheii)  a  man 
shalle  be  glorified  in  body  &  in  sonle,  in  the  day  of  dome.  The 
tliirde  is  to  bidde  men  to  mete,  as  Gwido  bad  alle  enmyes ;  after 
the  worde  of  onre  saveonre,  IT  Nan  vent  vocare  ituioSy  sed  peeeaiam 
ad  peniteneiam^  ^is  is  to  sey,  I  come  not  to  calle  Bightwysmen,  but  I 
come  to  clepe  Synfol  men  to  penaunce ;  and  ^erefore  eche  of  ts  is 
bounden)  for  to  shew  and  teche  ye  wey  of  helthe  to  synful  meii>. 
The  ii\j.  seruioe  is  to  make  fyre  with  oute  smoke,  that  fire  is  not 
ell«  but  that  fou  love  god  &  f y  neyboui*,  tal.  god  aboue  al  thinge^ 

•  but  pniere,  M8.         •  leaf  1««,  col.  2.         »  postestU  libere,  HS. 
*  Ubitunis,  MS.  *  tettithe,  MS.  *  draoke,  HS. 
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with  $1  fi  80Yley  and  with  al  thi  mynde,  aiid  ^  neyboufe  as  thi 
•elTOy  wtIA  oateD)  smoke  of  enyy  or  wre^  The  y.  is  to  teche  mtad 
to  the  holye  londe,  setZ.  ^m  mnsfte  teche  or  take  the  wey  to  herene 
by  the  see  of  this  woiide,  for  as  the  see  Ebbithe  &  Flowithe^  so^  fe 
wodde  is  now  Richoy  now  pore,  now  hole,  now  soke.  Bochis  in  the 
see  is  ^  body  of  maid ;  fe  nest  in  tiie  Boch  is  the  herte  in  the  bodye ; 
the  biydde  in  the  nest  is  the  holy  goste,  that  dwellikhe  in  the  body 
of  man ;  the  vy.  chekenis  ben  )>e  vg.  werkM  of  mercy.  And  dowtles 
as  long  as  this  brid,  setZ.  the  holy  gost,  dwellithe  in  the  nest  of  ft 
herte^  as  longe  may  the  man)  passe  Restfully  by  this  woilde  toward 
herene ;  but  yf  the  holy  gooste  passe  onte,  A  fle  awey  fro  syime^ 
^en)  is  alls'  the  see,  soJ.  al  the  woride,  is  troybelid,  &  whit  for  al 
that  is  in  )>e  worlds  o^ere  it  is  pride*  of  ly^  wrong  covetise  of  jmn^ 
or  wrong  ^ooTetise  of  Fleshe.  the  brid  that  is  enemy  is  pe  devil,  the 
whiche  eosfy  day  &  in  echo  hom^  is  besy  to  enfecte  the  nest  of  the 
holy  goste  inth  dedly  synne ;  &  whenne  hit  is  so,  the  holy  gost 
levithe  the,  &  then  hit  shall:  be  to  the  a  perlewse  case.  And  ther- 
for  do  as  Goido  did,  spsrcle  the  blod  of  a  lombe  in  thi  nest,  set/, 
haye  mynde  of  the  passion)  of  Crista  that  he  siiiTerit  for  the ;  &  yf 
thow  do  so,  the  holy  goste  wolle  holde  his  nest,  that  thow  shalte 
wel  go  to  the  holy  londe,  bcU.  pe  kyngdom)  of  heyene.  Ad  qucd 
noi  &C. 

[  XXIX.  ] 

MARDONIUS  J)i4T  WAS  A  WISE  EMIPEROUB. 

(thb  attbibutxs  of  god.) 

Maidonins  was  a  wyse  Empsrotir  Begiiinge  in  the  citee  of  Bomey 
3rn  the  londe  of  whom)  iher  was  a  philesophei'y  to  whoni)  weei^ 
I-putte  iy.  sonys  of  a  grete  kynge,  to  be  enformid  and  tawte 
wel  &  wyselye.  the  philesophir  gouemid  hem,  A  tawte  hem.  Aftir- 
waid  hir  fadir  wolde  knowe  by  hem,  whom  ihey  shulde  moi^  gladliche 
worshipe  for  hir  god,  whe^ere  Inbit^  or  mercury  t  then  the  firste 
Sonne  aonswerde,  &  seide,  that  lubiter  was  a  mytier  &  a  strenger 
god  ^an  marcorye.  And  then  saide  the  fadir,  "powei^  or  myght 
makitbe  not  oo  god  bett^  than  ano^ere,  for  powei*  but  yf  it  be  the 

'  or,  MS.        '  ft],  MS.  prerh^  MS.        *  leaf  1€S,  back.  col.  1. 
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ytdUr  Tskly  it  maj  be  eauae  of  vickidnes."  Then  lie  askkl  of  the 
•seoimde  ffme^  whom  he  wold  wozahipe  for  hie  god  %  And  he  saide 
''loiieiiL*  ^whil"  quod  the  fadir.  ''for  louem,"  seithe  he, 
''hatha  aueha  iriadoiiilL''  J)eime  aeide  the  fadir,  ''aone,^  wiadom 
— ^i^k^  jiqI  1)0  god  better  than  ano^ere,  &  whyet  for  hit  be  cause 
ot  viekidnea  &  of  pryde."  And  then  he  askid  the  third  sone, 
wbam  he  woUe  woxechipe  for  hia  godet  And  then  he  aaide, 
''aMronzy."  ''whit"  "for  he  ia  benyngne  &  mercjfuV*  "SonOy" 
qsod  he^  "pitee  makithe  not  oo  god  better  than  ano^ere,  for  it  ia 
not  nojng  to  no  manl  And  J^erefore^  dei'  sonnee,  yf  fere  be  swiche 
oi^  that  ia  hoye  my  ti,  wyae,  &  giacioiiB,  he  may  wel  be  I-clepid  god 
ot  goddia.**  And  ^miefoxe  thei  made  hem  a  ymage,  fe  whiche  ]wi 
wunbipid,  as  for  hir  god;  &  fei  write  in  on  armi  VoeOf  I  calle; 
and  in  hia  bieet^  I!sq>6cto,  I  abyde;  and  in  the  seconnde  *axmO| 
MadUo,  I  foigeve.  &  f&reioie  by  goode  argument,  dthe  that  Crista 
li  bo^  stronge,  &  wyse,  and  pacient,  ts  mnst  wonhipe  him  as  for 
em  god^  afoie  al  goddes,  A  only  love  him,  gni  est  henediduB  &c 

[  XXX.  ] 
PWAS  AN  EMPJ^^OURE. 

(tHB  man  and  THB  nONET  IK  THB  TREB.  EABL,  MS.   7883.) 

Pwas  [was]  an  Emperoure  Beignyng  in  the  citee  of  Home,  & 
a-mong  al  o]^ere  thinge^  he  lovid  wel  huntinge.  And  as  he  Bode 
in  a  oerteh)  tyme  by  a  forest,  he  saw  a  man)  Bynne  afore  him, 
with  al  the  myght  of  his  bodye,  &  an  vnycome  Bynnynge  aftir  him, 
wher  thorowe  the  man  was  gretly  Srdredde,  that  for  fei'  he  felle  in  to  a 

lom,  MS.  '  leaf  168,  back,  ool.  2. 

[Second  Venion.    AddU.  M&  9066,  leqf  62.] 

[LV.  ] 

It  happenyd  onys,  that  the  Ynicome  folowed  a  man,  that  fledde 
laste ;  and  fownde  a  tree,  in  the  which  were  many  feyre  appils ; 
and  Tndir  the  tie  was  a  depe  dyke,  full  of  serpentes,  todes,  and 
othere  Crepynge  bestcs ;  and  the  rote  of  the  tree  gnawed  \j.  wormys, 
on  white,  anotbere  black,  on  this  tree  the  man)  wente,  and  fedde 
Ujm)  with  the  appils,  and  ha<t  grete  delite  in  the  braunches  and 
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gret  dlche.  neudr  ^  lea  he  ioke  holdo  by  a  tree,  by  tbe  whiche  lie 
vmnd  oute ;  &  then  he  lokid  downe,  &  he  saw  at  the  fote  of  the  tree 
on  hidowae  pitte,  and  an)  orible  dragon)  ^ere  in,  m3n^g  at  the  tree, 
and  abyding  wtt^  an  opin  movthe  when  he  shnld  ialle ;  &  beside 
this  dragon)  were  twoo  beetM,  }e  ton)  was  white,  the  to^ere  was  bkk ; 
&  fej  gnowe  at  the  Bote  of  the  tree  w»t^  alle  theirs  myght^  to 
throwe  hit  downe,  in  so  muche  that  the  wrecchid  man)  felte  it  wagge; 
&  abowte  the  sydes  of  pe  diche  wer^  ii^'.  froggea  sterting,  the  whiehe 
witll  hir  yenemoTse  brethe  envenemyd  al  the  diche.  He  cast  rp  his 
yen),  and  he  saw  a  passage  of  hony  follyng  fro  brannche  to  brannche ; 
&  he  sette  his  herte  so  moche  to  this  swete  syght  of  hony,  fai  he 
forgate  that  opere  pereiL  So  fere  happid  a  frend  of  his  go  by  the 
wey,  &  for  he  sawe  him  in  so  gret  perille,  he  fet  to  him  a  kddir, 
that  he  myght  come  downe  Safliche;  but  he  yaf  him  so  mobhe  to 
this  swettnes,  that  he  wolde  not  thens,  bnt  yete  hony,  and  made 
him  murye,  &  for-gate  )>e  pmllis.  And  nith  in  short  tyme  he  fella 
downe  in  to  the  mow)>e  of  the  dragon) ;  and  the  dragon)  yede  downa 
in  to  the  pitte,  &  devourid  him. 


D 


MORALITSE. 

Ere  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  to  yndirstond  Crist  Iheni,  fe 
whiche  oner  al  o]»er  lovithe  ^huntyng  of  soolis ;  &  in  his  hunting 

>  leaf  169,  col.  1. 
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leuys ;  but  he  toke  no  hede  of  the  ^'.  wormys  gnawyng*  the  rote  fA 
the  tree,  that  atte  laste  it  felle,  and  wrechid  man)  felle  into  the  pittei. 
Be  the  vnicome  is  Yndirstonde  dethe,  that  no  man)  may  with  stonde ; 
and  by  the  tree  is  vndirstondyn)  the  worlde,  whose  appils  are 
delictable  and  dyuerse,  the  which  be^  richesse,  metes  and  drynkes, 
and  fayre  women,  the  braonchys  and  levys  are  fayre  wordys  and 
veyne  pride,  the  ij.  wormys  are  day  and  nyght*,'  that  all:  thing*  in 
processe  of  tyme  consumen),  and  bryngen)  to  nought*.  But  wolde 
god,  that  wrechid  man),  that  sitteth  vpon)  this  tree,  and  hatha 
delite  in  thes  apptls,  braunchys,  and  levys,  sau^red  and  rndir- 
stode,  and  ordeyned  for  his  laste  Ende !  wherfore  Salamon) 
seithe,  sone,  haue  in  mynde  the*  laste  Ende,  and  thou  shalte  neuere 
synne,  &c. 

'  bjr,  M&  *  oo  the,  Ma 
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lie  be-holditli  a  mail,  setZ.  pr/uitees  of  the  herte.  pe  man  tbat  flethe 
k  a  i^ynntfT ;  the  ynyconie  is  the  dede ^  whiche  that  eaer  f olowithe  the 
nan,  lor  to  kylle  him,  as  it  is  I-sejde,  2^  "Regum,  Omnes  marimur, 
AUe  ire  dje.  this  diche'  is  the  worlde ;  the  tree  in  the  didhe  is 
fha  l|yfe'  of  man  in  the  worlde,  the  whiche  Ijf  bethe  )>e  i|j.  trees  bUk 
A  viiita^  a0t2.  g.  tymes  nyght  is  day  Boggycl  downe  &  coTMomyd  the 
trsii  ))e  place  wher  oomithe  oute  iiy.  froggM  is  the  body  of  man, 
ftoo  tfaa  whiche  oomithe^  iig.  qnalites  of  homottrs,  by  the  whiche 
SS^,  aett  to-ged^  inordinately,  ye  ymage  [of]  )>e  body  is  dissoluid.  the 
di^^oid  is  the  doyil ;  the  pitte  is  helle ;  ))e  swetnesse  is  delectaoion) 
ift  ayime^  by  the  wiche  a  man  is  I-blent,  that  he  may  not  be-holde 
Igfe  perilis;  the  frend  that  Bechithe  the  laddir  is  Criste,  or  a 
pnohoiue,  that  prechithe  in  the  name  of  Criste ;  the  laddei^  Ib  pen- 
aonoeu  And  when  a  man  delayithe  for  to  take  that  laddei',  For 
dslsctacion)  }at  [he]  hatha  in  the  worlde  ofte  tyme^  he  Fallithe 
sodenlye  in  to  the  movthe  of  fe  deville,  acU.  that  is  to  sey,  in  to  his 
powa^  in  heH,  wher  the  devil  devonrithe  him ;  of  whiche  deroyringe 
is  none  hope  ne  truste  to  passe,  [as]  hit  is  I-seyde  in  the  salme,^  Spes 
in^namm  pertlni,  ^is  is  to  seye,  the  hope  or  the  truste  of  wickid 
men  shafi  perisshe.    Ideo  siudeamus  &o, 

[  XXXL  ] 
GARDINUS  THE  EMPJ^^OURE. 

(of  THB  EMOHANTED  GARDBN.  BARL.  MS,   7388.) 

GArdinus  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Borne,  and  had 
grete  poesessioh) ;  and  he  had  a  faire  gloriovs  dowter,  named 
Eolopia ;  he  had  also  a  faire  gardiii),  that  he  lovid  muche.  And 

>  8,  MS.  '  dethe,  H&  '  lyst,  MS.  *  oomyag,  MS. 

*  sample,  MS. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit  MS.  9066,  leaf  51,  hack.] 

[  XXXVII.  ] 

Sardonins  reigned  Mn  the  Citee  of  Rome,^  that  had  a'  doughtir, 
tliat  higlit  Eulopia,  that  was  right  faire,  and  gracious  to  manues 
sight ;  also  he  had  a  faire  yerde,  that  he  mekeU  loved,    wherfore 

*  Om,  ■  o. 
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many  oome  to  wowe  thia  Faire  damiaelle,  to  have  hir  to  wyf,  but  aa 
mony  aa  oome  for  that  mat^r,  thei  ahnlde  go  into  that  gaidin,  ov  that 
thel  sholde  apeke  ony  worde  of  that  mat^r;  but  as  mony  aa  enteiid 
in,  they  come  neuar  onte  ageyne,  ne  non)  of  hir  firendes  myght  Imow 
where  they  bicome.  Among  al  o^r  fer  was  a  knyght  of  grete  name 
dwellynge  in  far  contreea,  &  hia  name  was  tirina ;  &  he  ^thought  to 
him  aelfe,  ''how  may  this  be,  that  manye  gothe  to  the  EmpeitNcr, 
for  to  have  hia  dowter,  &  entrithe  in  to  hia  gardine,  bat  ther  ia  Iko&i 
that  oomithe  onte  ayenet  wttAoute  dowte  I  ahalle  goo  thedir,  A 
kziow  thia  merreiloaa  caa."  he  yede  to  the  palya,  &  then  he  was 
worahipeftilly  Beoeyuicl;  and  aftir  mete,  the  knyght  apake  to  the 
Emp^rotir,  and  saide^  "  air,  my  lorde,  many'  men  apeke  of  the  faire* 
nease  of  yy  dowter,  that  ^ere  nya  non)  in  al  the  erthe  that  berithe 
Swiche  a  name,  and  yerfar^  air,  I  am  oome  to  yow;  yf  it  wet* 
likynge  to  yowe,  I  wolde  have  hir  to  wjf  then)  aaide  the  Em- 
parofir,  "  ye  knowe  the  lawe  &  costom)  of  ^  palia.  I  have  hef  a 
faire  gaidine,  and  who  ao  'Ener  Aalle  apeke  of  that  mater,  he  moai 

>  leaf  1«9,  ool.  3.  *  maj,  MS. 
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many  noble  men  come  forto  haye  his  doughtir  to  wyf,  for  her  fair- 
nesae  and  gentilenease ;  and  aH  that  come,  must  go  into  the^  ycrde, 
before  he  dbuld  wedde  the  doughtir.  IT  But  ail  that  went  into  the 
yerde,  come  never  out,  ne  no  man  wiat  where  thei  become.  IT  There 
was  that  tyme  a  famous  knyght  of  ferre  countre,  that  hight  Tiriua, 
that  thought  wtt^  in  hym  'self*,  **  how  may  this  be,  that  so  many 
*ben)  that'  gone  to  the  EmparouTB  paleya,  for  to  haue  his  doughti^ 
and  aH  that  gone  into  the  yerde  ^  are  never  aeen  after !  witb  oute 
doute  I  shaH  go  to  the  paleys,"  The  knyght  aaid,  "  [and^]  I  ahaS 
assays  that  mtfrvaile."  IT  The  knyght  went  to  the  paleys,  and  waa 
worshipf ully  reaceived ;  and  whan  mete^  waa  done,  he  said  to  the 
Emperour,  *'  My  reuerent  lord,  many  men  speken)  mekeH^  of*  the 
fidrenesse  of  your  doughtir,  and  of  her  goodnesse,  and  that  ahe  ia  ao 
semly,  for  there  is  none  like  her  in  erthe ;  and  therf ore  I  am  come  to 
you,  and*  yf  it  liked  to'  youre  reu^rent  dignyte,  forto  have  her  to 
wyf*."  IT  The  Emperour  aud,  "Erende,  *is  it  knowen)*'  to  you  the 
law  of  the  paleya  t    I  haue  a  faire  gardeyn),  and  he  that  wille  haue 

*  that  *leaf6S.  *  Om.  «  gardene. 

'  8t^li0d  from  0,  whifh  omUi  I  shalltf.  *  the  mete.  ^  Om, 

"  thai.  *  Om.  '*  it  U  ought  know. 
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tale  go  in  to  )ftt  gudine.''  '*  Sere,"  quod  tlie  knyght^ ''  this  Ukitb 
■a  wA ;  neaar  th6  ks  I  wolde  fint  aake  of  yow  a  bone,  bcH,  that  I 
■gf|^  liave  a  syght  of  your  dowter,  and  speke  with  hir  a  fewe 
WQtdei.*  ''  I  graontOy"  quod  the  Emperooi'.  so  the  knyght  enteiid 
into  the  Ghamnfare  of  the  damiselley  and  salade  hir  leotfrently ;  and 
when  he  had  sen  the  grate  lairhede  of  hir,  he  marvaylid,  &  saide, 
"jMi  gentil  damisdft,  helpe  me  nowe  at  this  tyme,  for  I  am  oome 
fram  fer  eontroe  for  thi  love,  but  mony  have  oome  a-foro  me  to 
have  the  to  wyf,  and  aflir  that  thei  enteiid  the  gardin,  ^y  weaf 
mner  aene  after  that  thei  enterid ;  and  ther  f ore  I  beseche  yowe  of 
eoonseffl  A  of  helpe  in  this  caSy  that  I  may  safly  Entir  in  to  the 
gpidid^  &  passe  onto  ayene,  inih  outen  periH  or  hanne."  j>eid  seide 
aha  to  himi  ^'sir^^w  art  come  hvedir  for  me.  I  am  she  that  is  Sedy 
to  be  ooapUd^  with  eny  man)^  that  my  fadir  woUe  yeve  me  to ;  neuer 
the  lea  faa  asldst  heei'  of  me  an  hard  thing,  seA  for  to  passe  the 
gsidyni  with  onto  penH,  and  ^ereforo  I  shall  yeve  fe  ooonseitt. 

■  eompUide,  H& 
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my  donghtir,  he^  must  go  first  into  my  gardeyn),  or  that*  he  wedde 
hn.'*  The  knyght  said,  ''this  liketll  me  wele;  but^  lord,  fint  I 
wold'  aske  you^  a  peticion),  that  I  myght  ones  se  the  maiden),  and 
apeke  witli  her  a  few  woides."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  *^  I  grannt  yon 
youf  peticionl"  The  knyght  went  into  the  Chambra,  to  the  maiden) ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  he  Vas  a-marvailed^  of  her  fairenesse ;  and 
cutealy  he  saluted  her,  and  said,  If  "  0 1  goode  maiden),  help  me 
now  at  this  tyme,  for  your  rouerence;  for  I  am  come  fro  ferre 
eonntreea.  but  many  before  me  haue  come,  for  to  liaue  you  to 
iryf  ,  f  But  firsts  aftir  the  statute  of  the  paleys,  thei  wenten)  into  the 
gudeyii),  and  never  aflir  were  thei  seen.  Theifore,  yf  it  liked  you, 
I  aske  of  you  counsaile  and  help  in  this  paitie,  that  I  may  gone^  into 
the  gardeyn)  sueriy,  and  witli  outen  harme,  and  come  out"  IT  The 
maifkn)  said,  ^my^  dere  fiend,  ye  are  welcome  to  me,  and  redy  I 
am  in  all  thyng  to  *obeye  to'  my  Fadirs  wille,  for  to  yeve  me  to 
whom  he  wille.  and  ye  aske  me  an  harde  thyng,  to  delyuere  you 
tnm^  perile  of  the  gardeyn),  and  for  to  escape  ^^  it,  that  I  may  not 
do ;  But  I  shall  yeve  you  an  holsome  counsaile.  IT  here  nero  hand  is 
a  forest,  in  the  whiche  dwelletb  a  faire  lady,  the  whiche  is  called 

'  Ow^       *  Om,        *  wdle.        *  of  yon.        *  merveylyd.        *  go^/asflia. 
^  Om.  '  be  at  'fro  the.  '*  scape. 
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hwaf  be^des  is  a  foreste,  in  the  whiche  id  a  paeaing  feite  ladje^  tiiil 
^biche  18  callici  tha  lady  off  tolaee ;  And  fereiot  go  to^ia  ladje^  A 
aba  ahaU  Jfete  tba  gooda  Bemadk  In  tiiia  caa.  iba  knigbt  went  ta 
the  foreate,  &  ctide^  &  aaide,  *^  vhar  ia  tba  lady  of  iolaeet"  ft  ha 
lokid  afoTi  &  ^ara  he  aawe  a  fiiii^  P^90b;  md  tbidir  be  want^  A  aal 
hifit  downa  in  ibe  myddis  Jiefeof.  AncI  aa  be  was  iber  aittiiigi  tUar 
coma  two  faiie  lad^a ;  ft  cm)  bad  a  bason  in  Ur  bonde,  and  ^  to^isra 
a  ^towaile;  ami  saide  to  bim,  '^gode  siri  tba  kdye  of  aolaee  aani 
ts  to  yOWy  pat  ye  first  waasbe  yonte  fete^  anci  then  go  wM  ya  ta 
hii*  pslys."  that  knight  wisshe  bis  fete  in  the  basyn,  and  afttf 
wipte  hem  wttA  the  towayle,  and  yode  wrIA  the  damiselW  to  the  palya 
of  the  lady.  And  when  ha  waa  fer%  he  badda  greta  marvayla  in 
the  Wetke  of  ^  palyie,  for  be  sawe  neuar  place  a-f ore  ao  aotil  ne  io 
corionse.  And  when  he  sawe  the  ladya,  be  wonderid  bilye  of  hit 
iaimesws  in  so  muche  that  bis  hert  £anne  into  bit  lova.  And 
than  wbeii)  be  bad  saide  his  eronda,  that  be  oqme  for,  she  answanl 

>  leaf  laa,  baek,  eol.  1. 
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t&a  lady  of  ablace,  in  ^aa  moehe  as^  she  granntetli  and  yevoth  to 
ayary  man  that  is  desolate  an  holsome  cotinsaile  in  his  node,  and 
Solace,  Oo  tharfore  to  this  forest,  and  of  the  lady  of  solace  adca 
Temedie  of  your  peticion^  and  ya  shuli  fynde  comfort."  The  knyg^t 
herd  this,  and  went  into  the  Forest,  Criyng  'and  saying,*  "  wbm  ia 
the  lady  of  aolaee  f"  he  loked  aferre,*  and  saw  a  fairs  place  and 
a  lykyng ;  and  went  thedir,  and  sette  ^hym  downe  in  the  myddas. 
and  while  be  satte  so,  came  in  i|j.  faire  maidens,  of  the  whiche  one 
had  a  faire  basyii),  witb  watir,  the*  other  maiden)  had  a  towayla  ; 
and  said  to  the  knyghti  IT  ^  O I  ^(oode  sir,  the  lady  of  solace,  tidy  of 
this  forest,  sent  vs  to  you,  that  ye  sbuld  first  wassh  your  fete,  and 
than  shuH  ye  gone  withe  ts  to  the  palejra  of  the  lady  of  aolaee.'* 
the  knyght  waashed  his  fbta  in  the  basyn),  and  wyped  hem  witlt 
the  towaile,  and  went  wtIA  the  maidena  to  the  paleys ;  and  whan  he 
antrsd,*  he  m^rrailed  gretly^  ot  the  werk*  of  the  place,  that  ia^  ao 
noble  and  aoteH,  for  he  had  ncTcr  aeen  nohe  so  precious,  and 
whan  he  saw  the  lady,  he  mervailed  of  her  fairenesse ;  wherfora  ha 
waa  ravissbed  in  her  love,  and  said  bia^iand.  IT  Than  the  lady  said 
to  hym,  '^  Frend,  I  am  called  the  lady  of  solace,  in  that  I  aoootra 

^alMTBiych  thai     ^  Om.        *  Om,        *  leaf  62,  back.        *  thai. 
*  had  entietL  ^  Om.  *  it  was. 
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9jB0Bf  &  soidey  ^'Bei^  frendo,  I  am  oalliJ  the  lady  of  solace, 
hacaiiM^  that  I  helpe  &  socour  manye  in  hir  nede ;  andf,  sir,  thow 
aito  vekoiD)  to  me,  and  I  skailo  folfiUe  thin  aakynge.  take  of  me 
h0if  m  ebwB  of  threde,  &  what  tyme  that  thowe  shalt  entre  the 
pitdjtf  of  the  EmperotWy  bynde  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gaidin)  the 
kgyaHynge  of  the  elewe^  &  holde  eoemioi'  the  Bemnavnt  of  the 
ekwe  in  thin  honde,  &  so  go  f orthe  into  the  gardyo)  by  lyne ;  For 
jt  tbow  kee  the  Bemnannt^  K^]^  "^^  neoer  fynde  oate-goynge  how 
QiMr  dialt  come  oute  ayene.  Alao  fere  Is  a  pasaynge  woode  lyouno, 
y^  whiehe  bathe  alayne  alle  ^t  hayithe  I-come  afore  ^  and!  feretor 
Utomo  moate  be  y-armed^  and  thin  armure  must  be  anoyntid  wiik 
goode  onymentAT ;  and  then  ]K)we  moste  nedis  fight  wit/t  fe  lioune, 
allir  tjma  ]Mit  }cfa  be  enterid  in  to  the  gordin ;  &  what  tyme  fat 
^00,  ahalt  be  ny  depieeaidy  &  on^nsome  by  him,  asandi*  the  fro  liim ; 
FcK  when  the  lion)  shaUe  see  the,  he  shol  come^  and  in  his  monthe 
ldkethiaime,orthilegge;  and  then  yf  thin  armiire  be  wel  anoyntid, 
then  the  Oynementeff  shal  lose  his  tothe,  In  so  muche  that  he  sholle 
not  mow  fight  ayenste  the  longer ;  and  then  drawe  out  thi  swerde, 

*  b  cause,  MS. 
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aB  that  be  desolate,  in  her^  nede;  and  therfore  thou  art  welcome, 
i^  I  shaH:  fuH-fiUe  thi  peticion).  IF  Have  here  of  me  a  clew  of 
threde;  and  whan  thou  entrest  the  gardeyii)  of  the  Emperour, 
Imda  atte'  entre. of  the  dore'  the  bogynnyng  of  the  clew,  and 
afwi^  hold  the  clew  in  thi  hand,  and  so  shalt  thou  go  by  the  threde 
mio  the  gaideyn),  as  by  a  lyne.  and  in  what  houre  thou  lesest  the 
thiede  oithe  claw,  uiou  shalt  not  fynde  the  goyng  out  of  tiie 
gfudeyn),  but  by  a  felle  lyoD)  thou  sholt  lose  thi  lyf ;  and  so  did  att 
bdbre  the.  IF  But  thou  must  arme  the,  and  'thi  armour^  must  be 
aqoynted  wit&  an  oynement  most  able  for  this  skille,  for  nedes 
thon  must  fight  wi^  the  lyoo),  after  thou  art  entred  into  the 
fludeyn).  and  whan  thou  art  gretly  oppressed^  in  the  bataile,  go 
uo  iiym ;  and  whan  the  lyou)  se^  that,  with  his  tethe  he  shaH  take 
thyi])  arme,^  or  thi  fote ;  and  yf  thyn)  armour  be  wele  anoynted 
*with  the  oynement,  it  shaH  confounde  his  tethe,  in  so  mekefi  that 
he  shall  not^  fight  ayenst  the  no^  more.    IT  Than  draw^®  thi  swerd 

>  tiier.  *  at  the.  *  dore  with  In.  ^  tbyn  armeiw 

'  bjr  the  lyone  ofipreMiyd.        '  sethe«        ^  annour,  MB.        '  not  mow  to. 

•  Om,  *•  Bui  drawe  out. 
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&  ale  bim.  And  euer  holde  the  clew  of  tlii  threde  in  thin  honde^ 
for  aftir  that  pon  hast  alayne  fe  lioune,  ^  shul  come  iij.  men),  tb« 
whiche  men  ahul  biynge  the  onto  of  fe  wey,  yf  that  thei  mowe. 
Ancl  therfore  take  goode  hede,  &  be  welle  waf  of  hem,  and!  yf  thow 
be  in  giete  drede,  calle  to  me,  &  I  shaH  socottre  fe,  bat  yf  the  moi^ 
dofaTte  ^be  in  thi  selfe."  when  the  knygfat'  haide  this,  he  was 
iocaunt  &  mniye ;  ho  yede  to  the  Empenwr,  &  aeide  lie  wolde  do 
the  lawe  of  the  palya.  **  Wei  mot  it  be  frith  )>e  1 "  qnod  f$  Em- 
pdTOiir.  the  knyght  annici  him,  and  a-noyntid  his  anmu';  and 
when)  he  was  at  that  gate  of  the  gardyne,  he  toke  onto  the  clewe  of 
threde,  &  bond  it  strongly'  to  the  doi^ ;  and  so  he  yede  forthe^  as  by 
lyne.  when  the  lioii)  had  sight  o^  hem,  he  Ban)  to  him  wtt^  m 
cmell  enforsynge,  but  the  knyght  wtt^  al  his  myght  stode  ayenste 
him,  &  foTght ;  and  when)  ho  was  wery  of  fitinge,  &  bigan  for  to 
tome  fro  the  lionnewarde,  anoii)  the  lion)  come,  and  toke  hia  arma 
in  his  teihe,  wher  thorowe  his  tethe  were  lost,  in  so  moche  fat  ha 
>  leaf  169,  back,  ool.  2.  *  kajth,  Ha  *  stoagly,  MS. 
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and  slee  the  lyon).  in  aH  this  way^  hold  wele'  the  dew  of  threde 
with  the ;  and  after  the  dethe  of  the  lyoh),  thou  shalt  fynde  iy.  men, 
that  shaH  lede  the  out  of  the  way,*  yf  thei  mow;  and  therfore 
beware  diligently  of  theire^  sleightes.  and  yf  then  be  in  grete  node, 
crie  to  me,  and  I  shaH  socoure  the,  bnt  yf  there  be  any^  mora 
defaute  in^  thi  side."  IT  whan  the  knyght  herd^  this,  he  was  right 
glad,  and  went  to  the  Emp0n)ur,  and  prof ered  hym  self  to  go  into  the 
gardeyn).  the  £mp0n)ar  said,  **  that  liketli*  me  wele."  The  knyght 
armed  hym,  and  anoynted  his  armour*  ^with  the  oynement;^^^ 
and  whan  he  come  at  the  entre  of  the  gardeyn),  he  toke  ont^  the 
clewe  of  thred  out  of  his  purse,  and  bounde  it  fast  into^  the  dora 
and  went  forthe,  as  by  a'^  lyne,  in  to  the  gardeyii).  and  whan  the 
lyoD)  saw  hym,  witll  M  his  myght  he  come  to  the  knyght ;  and  in 
as^  mekeH  as  he^^  myght,  he  witfi-stodo  hym ;  And  whan  he  was 
wery  of  fightyng,  he  wtt/idrew  hym  a  litett  fro  the  lyon).  and 
anoh)  the  lyon  toke  hym  by  the  arme,  wherfore  his  tethe  of  the 

■  alway.        *  Om.        *  ri^^t  way.        *  her.        *  Cm.        *  on. 

^  had  herd.        '  lykes.        '  leaf  63.        '*  aQoyntiiient. 

"  I%0  irhole  &f  the  pa$$tige  hetmeen  the  asterisks  (see  p.  115)  has  heem 
written  imadtertentl^  twice  ever  in  the  MS.  with  eeveral  variaHene,  which 
i»  eewte  iiuUmeee,  agree  with  the  readim^M  in  the  Cemhridfe  M& 
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wtjijbi  not  helpe  liim  tdfe.  wlien  tbe  knjght  parceyvid  Uiis,  be 
diow  onle  liii  swerde,  &  tmot  at  }e  lioone  wtVi  al  his  mygbt ;  ic  fe 
■on  that  the  lioone  seite  his  tethe  or  hia  elawiB  in  fe  knyght,  the 
■mP  lie  loate  him  aelfe ;  anci  ao  at  the  hate  the  knygfat  amot  of  *hia 
hede,  aad  yede  fbrthe ;  &  he  loyeJ  so  moche  of  *^  the  dethe  of  fin 
lioone^  that  lie  loate  the  dewe  of  thiede.  And  aa  he  wolde  have 
gatd  ente  of  the  gatdyid;  to  wed  the  dontar  of  the  Emperonrey  he 
■twe  T^  tnea  Ad  of  levia,  &  fiure  in  ayghi  And*  ther  he  tarigdy 
and  ete  of  the  fiewte,  and  gaderid  so  muche,  ^t  he  myght  not  bei' 
hit  awey ;  and  then  ig.  men)  come,  and  biowte  him  owte  of  the  hye 
veye,  and  there  he  fel  downe  in  to  a  depe  diche,  and  ther  he  waa 
mje  dreynte,  for  gret  weyte  of  his  burdon).  And  theid  the  knyghti 
aeynge  that  he  waa  nye  dode,  ho  cride  wtti^  an  hiho  voyse,  **  0 ! 
lady  of  sokee,  I  he-seche  }e  of  socoui'y  in  my  greto  nedo  that  I  am 
sowe  in!**  And  anoii)  the  lady  come  ny,  &  saide,  ^'A!  wrccche, 
ne  seide  I  not  to  the,  that  yf  thow  lostist  thi  dew,  ^n  sholdost  not 
i(jnde  ont-goyng  ayenet  loo  I  I  sbaU  helpe  the  oute  of  this  dicho; 

*  W0rdi  Mween  asterivki  repeated  in  M8.  *  A,  MS. 
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oynement  were  so  glewed,  in  so  mekefi  that  he  myght  not  helpe 
liym  sel^.  If  WHian  the  knyght  persoived  this,  he  drew  his  sweni, 
and  witii  aH  his  myght  he  went  to  the  lyou) ;  and  the  more  the  lyoh) 
with  hia  tcthe  and  wi^  his  ciawes  touched  the^  armoui*,  the  lesse 
lie  myght  help  hym  self,  for  the  oynement  the  knyght  perseived 
this,  and  smote  of  the  lyons  hede,  and  went  away  fro  hym ;  and 
waa  80  glad  of  the  victorie  of  the  lyon),  that  he  lost  the  clewe  of 
thredOy  and  wold  have  gone  out  of  the  gardeyii),  for  to  ^have 
wedded'  the  £mp0roun  doughtir.  If  And  as  he  went  he  saw  v^. 
trees,  fuH  of  faire  leves,  that  were  delectable'  to  the^  sight ;  and  he 
gadred  so  many  braimches  <d^  frute  of  the  trees^  that  he  myght  not 
here  hem.  Tlmn  come  ig.  men  to  hym^  and^  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
right  way ;  and  in  Uie  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn),  he  fille  in  a  depe 
pitte,  and  waa  nye  drowned,  for  gretnesse  of  his  burthyii),^  and  so' 
he  shuld  liaue  perisshed;  and  cried  with  an  hie  voice,  and  seid, 
IT ''  Alias  !^  lady  of  solace,  help  me  now  in  this  grete  nede ! "  anon) 
the  lady  was  with**  hym,  and  seid,  "  0  !  thou  wrecche,  *I  said**  to 
tlie«  that  yf  thou  lost  the  dewe  of  threde,  thou  sholdest  never  fynde 


'  bis. 
'  burdone. 


'  wcdde.        *  delitaUc        *  Ow^        *  of  the.        *  that 
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&  go  then,  and  seche  in  the  gardyii)  for  )>e  dewe,  til  ^ctol  have 
fonndyn  it  ayene."  tc  so  she  vaneshid  aweye.  Then  when  the 
knight  was  thus  deliuerid  oat  of  the  diche,  he  yede  ahowte  in  the 
gardin,  and  soute  the  dewe,  tc  fonde  it ;  and  than)  he  was  I-lad  hj 
the  threde  to  ^  doie  ^of  ^  gurdine  ayene,  and  yede  to  the  Em- 
p^roMr.  wheii^  the  Emperotire  sawe  himi  he  yaf  to  him  his  dowt^r 
to  wyf e,  he^Miose  that  he  had  so  wysely  ascapid  the  peril  of  the 
gardin);  and  the  knyght  lad  hir  home  to  his  otTne  oontre^  Sc  endid 
fairo  his  lyf. 

MOBAUTEE. 

DEre  sirs,  this  Emperotcr  is  Crist ;  )^  fail'  douter  ys  the  Etxerlast- 
ing  lyf  in  loye,  ^  whiche  many  desirithe,  bnt  few  laborithe  in 
Effecte  to  have  it ;  and  ther-for  seithe  oure  saveoiir,  in  the  goe- 
pefl:,  Mtdti  sunt  vocaii^  pauci  vero  deeti^  This  is  to  sey,  many  bethe 
I-dnpid,  but  fewe  I-chose.  Bat  yf  ony  woUe  have  this  lyfe,  he  most 
forste  Entre  the  gardyn)  of  this  worlde,  and  fight  )>ere  ayonste  ^e 
lion),  8ci7.  the  deuel,  and  ouercome  him.  Many  enterithe,  set?,  as 
mony  as  bethe  borne,  but  fewe  f yndithe  onte-goyng  aycne, — &  why  % 

■  leaf  170,  ool.  1. 
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the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyii)?  ^Lo !  yit  I  shaU  left  the  out  of  the 
pitte ;  and  go  seke  the'  gardeyii),  tille  thou  haue  fonnde  the  threde^ 
and  than  anon)  thou  shalt  fynde  the  goyng  out."  Whan  this  was 
said,  the  lady  was  out  of  his  sight.  If  The  knyght,  whan  he  saw  that 
he  was  delyu^red  out  of  the  pitte,  he  went  about  the  ganieyn),  'and 
sought,'  and  founds  the  Clewe  of  threde,  and  went  by  the  threde  tille 
he  come  at  the  dore  of  the  gardeys),  [where  he  bond  the  threde ;  and 
went  out  of  the  gardeue,^]  and  went  to  the  Emp^'our.  If  And  whan 
the  Emperour  sawe  thiis,^  he  yaf*  his  doughtir  to  hym  to  wyf,  by 
cause  he  had  wisely  escaped^  the  travaile.  The  knyght  than  lad 
his  wyf  to  his  owne  countre,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

[Deolaraeio.]  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  our  lord  Ihe^u  orist. 
The  faire  doughtir  is  the  blissed  lyf,  that  is^  everlastyng  loye,  that 
many  desiren).  If  But  he  that  wille  haue  this  doughtir,  first  he  must 
eutre  into  the  gardeyn)  of  this  world,  and  fight  agayn)  the  lyou), 
that  is,  the  devett,  and  ouer-come  hym ;  but  many  cntren),  for  9& 

>  leaf  58,  back.        *  in  the.        '  to  eeke.        *  Sttpjtlied  from  C. 
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Ibr  ihegr  be^  aUyne  in  hit  by  dodelj  sjnne.  and  ^«refor,  yf  thow 
walto  be  tekir,  do  as  did  the  kn jght ;  enire  iBto  tbe  forest,  set7.  ynto 
HnB  bo)j  ehinebey  and  cry  pem  to  tbe  lady  of  solaee,  set7.  tbe 
gkriona  wgine  maiye,  ^  moder  of  god,  tbe  wbicbe  tbat  is  com- 
lbrt»  of  al  tbat  betbe*  deeolatOi  in  ber  nede,  tbat  wol  conu^rte  to 
hir.  The  two  damisd),  that  comytbe  wtt^  basyng  ic  towayle,  bon 
the  twoo  Tortnes  of  tbe  glorions  Tirgino,  s^7.  lownesse  &  cbarite,  at 
the  eouDseitt  of  wbome  thow  most  wassbe  fi  fete,  neU.  to  pntto 
fleahdy  affecoaons  in  the  busoiO  of  holy  doctrine,  and  to  make  ^ 
elene  wHh  tbe  towayle  of  absolncion) ;  &  so  fovr  sbalt  f3^nde  the 
lady  of  solace,  by  whom)  thow  sbalt  fynde  tbe  Remedye.  The  clowe 
of  tbred  is  the  lawe  of  god,  by  the  wbicbe  a  tbrede  gothe  oute, 
8et7.  ^  yij.  sacramentc9  of  holy  chircK;  and  J^^refore  when  thow 
ahfdt  come  firste  in  to  the  ga^yng*  of  this  woridc,  bynde'  fe  ^red  in 
hafitymo,  when)  thow  forsakist  the  devil,  &  al  his  bostySj  &  pompis, 
ft  byndithe  the  to  god ;  &  so  ^u  most  goo  forthe  in  to  tbe  worlde, 
Ml.  by  lyne.  for  fro  baptim  pan  most  passe  for^  by  confirmacion), 
and  so  forthe  by  o^re  sacraments,  &  vriih  oute  'dowte,  yf  fon  Icso 
*  betlie  not,  MS.  '  kyndCp  MS.  '  leaf  170,  col.  2. 

[8eGond  Vermon.    Addit  MS.  9060.] 

that  are  bom)  entreii)  into  tbe  gardoyn)  of  this  world,  but  fewe 
fynde  the  comyng  out,  by  cause  thoi  are  first  slayii)  by  dodcly 
aynne.  IT  And  yf  thou  wilte  be  siker,  do  as  the  knyght  did,  that  come 
bo  fene  countroes ;  Go  into  the  forest,  that  is,  holy  chirche,  and  oris 
Ibr  the  lady  of  solace,  that  is,  tlio  blissed  virgyn)  marie,  that  is 
oonforture  of  alle  desolate,  iu  every  nedo ;  If  For  lie  that  tumetSi  hym 
to  ber  witJt  a  pure  hert,  she  is  redy  for  to  help  hym.  If  The  two 
maidens,  with  the  bosyii)  and  tho  towailo,  are  uiekonosse  and 
charitee,  that  are  ij.  maidens  of  tho  glorious  virgyn),  by  whos 
.oonnsaile  thou  sbalt  wassli  thi  fete,  that  is,  to  put  away  flesshly 
affeccions  in  the  basyn)  of  holy  doctryne,  and  make  the  white  and 
dene  wit&  the  towaile,  that  is,  with  tho  benefice  of  absolucioii) ;  and 
so  sbalt  thou  fynde  the  lady  of  solace,  by  the  whiche  thou  sbalt 
fynde  lemedie.  IT  The  dewe  of  tbrede  is  the  lawe  of  goc?,  of  the 
wbicbe  goth  out  the  threde,  tbat  ben  the  vij.  socramentes  of  holy 
chirohe.  Therfore  [whan  (ustj  tUou  entreat  into  tho  ganleyh)  of  this 
world,  bynd  fast  the  threde  in  tho  baptyme,  whan  thou  forsokest 
the  devoH  and  aH  his  pride,  and  bynd  tho  alone  ta  goif ,  to  be  his 
servaunte ;  and  so  thou  must  go  into  the  world,  first  by  baptyme, 
the  second  by  coiiiirmacion\  the  third  by  confesLdoiO,  and  so  of  the 
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this  coursei  set?,  goyng  by  lyne  of  sacramentei^  certeinly  ^ow  thalt 
not  fynde  no  goode  passage  oute,  Quia  man  jpeeeatorum  putitna^  ^ 
18  to  sey,  pere  is  no  thinge  worse  )ram>  the  d^he  of  synnsres.  Also 
foxL  most  be  anned  ayenste  the  lioune,  setZ.  po  deyil;  the  anniu'  ^ai 
thow  sholdest  have  ben  the  t|j.  werkis  of  mercy ;  the  Oynement^ 
that  shendithe  the  tethe  of  ye  lioonoy  is  ahnia^ede,  fos  as  the  Profet 
seithe,  Sicui  aqua  ExHnguU  ignem^  ita  Etemomna  ExUnffuU  peeeo^ 
ium^  ^is  is  to  sey.  As  water  quenchithe  fyr,  so  aknisdede  qneachithe 
syxuie ;  the  whiche  ahnes-dede  is  most  confosioi])  to  the  deviL  And 
^srefore,  yf  ym  arme  )^e  ^,  )k>w  shalt  smyte  of  the  hede  of  the 
devil,  set'/,  pow  shalt  put  a-wey  his  powei*.  Aflir  this  ^  knyght 
■twe  T\j.  trees.  sciZ.  ^  vy.  dedly  synnes,  of  the  whiche  a  wrecehiil 
maid  takithe  ofte  tyme  so  muche,  that  he  may  not  Rise,  ne  bei^  it  oat 
to  Beceyve  ye  grace  of  god ;  but  then  comithe  i^.  men)^  that  bethe 
kepers  of  tliis  gardin),  so/,  ye  Flcshey  the  woride,  &  the  devil ;  anJ 
they  encomberithe  a  man),  thorow  dio^rsite  of  synnys,  eaer  til  tyma 
that  the  soule  passe  fro  the  body,  and  then  he  is  a-dreynte  in  the 
pitte  of  helle  by  gretnesse  &  wyte  of  synnys.    And  ther^oie,  yf 


[8eti0md  Vemm.    AddU.  M8.  906^.] 

other  sacramentes.  and  with  oat  donte  and  thou  lose  this,  thou 
shalt  be  in  grete  perile,  and  no  good  goyng  ^ont  thoa  shalt  fynde ; 
for  dethe  of  synners  is  w(»Bt.  %  Also  the  behoueth  to  be  armed 
agayii)  the  lyou)  with  the  armour  of  cristen  man,  That  is,  the  v^. 
werkes  of  mercj.  IT  The  oynement,  ^t  confonndotti  the  tetlie  of  the 
lyoii>,  is  almesdede ;  For  as  the  prophete  seitii,  as  watir  sleketh  fire, 
so  almesdede  sleketli  synne ;  the  whiche  is  most  oonfusion)  of  the 
devett.  And  yf  thou  arme  the  thus,  thou  maist  sm3rte  of  the  deveb 
hede,  that  is,  his  power  of  noying.  %  Aftir  this  the  knyght  sawe  v^\ 
delectable  trees  to  loke  on,  the  whiche  betokezi^  tiie  v\j.  dedely  synnes^ 
of  the  which  ofte  sithe  wrecched  man  gadreth  so  grete  a  burthoid^ 
that  he  may  not  bete  it,  ne  lifte  it,  that  is,  of  his  synnes,  ne  go  fro 
grace  to  grace.  IT  Than  come  iij.  kepers  of  this  f^itrdeyii),  that  are 
ig.  enemyes,  that  is,  the  flessh,  the  world,  and  the  fende.  thise 
bryngeth  a  man  in  many  synnes,  and  maketh  hym  to  dwelle  ther  in, 
vnto  the  goyng  out  of  the  gardeyn),  that  is,  vnto  the  goying  out  of 
the  soule  fro  the  body ;  than  is  it  drowned  in  the  pitte  of  helle, 
for  the  gretnesse  of  the  burthon)  of  his  synnes.    IT  Therfore  thou 

'  kaf  I»l. 
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the  wzeedudf  mao)  be  in  perdi,  &  ousrwme  with  synnye,  late  him 
ciye  to  the  lady  of  solace,  mcU.  the  bleaeicl  lady  mary,  &  then)  late 
hini  eeche  the  olewe  of  ihiedey  acil.  vertuys,  ^  whiche  he  be-hite  in 
baptyme,  &  loete  by  eynne ;  and  thenne  with  onte  doate,  he  ahal 
fynde  the  Tertas,  A  fynde  paseagee,  ao  that  CziBte,  the  Emperonn^ 
ihal  yeve  to  him  to  wive  hia  fiBdz*  dowtdr,  sctZ.  enerlasting  ly^  in  loye 
perpetoeH.    Ad  quean  noa  &c. 

[  XXXIL  ] 
POMPEIUS  A  WISE  EMPJr.fiOURK 

(how  a  FOOB  XAK  BBAT  THB  XXFKBOB's  DAUOHTBB  IK  BUNNIVO. 

BARL.  MS.  7a88.) 

Pompeiua  was  a  wyse  Emperoure  Beignyng  in  the  dte  of  Rome, 
the  wiche  haci  a  hm  dowt^r,  named  Aglaea,  anciahe  had  \j.  yev- 
tnea  oaer  al  o^ere  maydens ;  ^  fynt  was,  she  was  faire  in  faee^ 
&  plesaont  to  ^e  ye  of  men) ;  the  secoundo  was,  sche  was  so  wyght  of 

[Second  Vernon.    Addii.  M8.  9066.] 

wiecched  man,  yf  thou  be  in  suche  perile,  crie  fast  to  onr  lady  of 
solas,  that  is,  to  the  blissed  virgyn)  mArie,  that  is  moie  redy  to 
help  synfoH  men  and  women  out  of  the  pitte  of  synne  than  thei  are 
for  to  crie  to  her ;  for  she  is  so  good,  and  so  fulle  of  mercy,  that  she 
woH  leve  none  vnholpeii)  that  crieth  to  her  hertly,  and  is  in  wille 
to  leve  synne.  IT  And  sake  also  diligently  the  clewe  of  threde,  that  is, 
the  vertues  the  whiche  thou  bchitest  god  in  thi  bnptyme,  the  whiche 
by  synne  thou  host  lost ;  and  with  out  doute,  yf  thou  fynde  the 
Tertues,  thou  shalt  haue  a  good  goyng  out  of  the  world,  [and] 
whan  thi  soule  shaH  go  out  of  thi  body,  tlian  shall  it  go  to  the  blisse 
of  heyen).  To  the  whiche  bryng  ys  our  lord  Ihe^u  crist,  that 
for  lone  of  roannes  soule  wolde  suffre  his  bitter  passion),  thurgh  the 
piaier  of  his  dirworthe  modir,  and  of  oH  seyntes  in  blisse  !  Amen. 

[  VI.   leaf  12,  back.  ] 

POmpeius  reigned  in  Some,  that  had  a  faire  doughtir,  that  highf^ 
Aglaes.    This  doughtir  had  ij.  vertues  pass3mg  aH  other*  women 
of  his  Empire.     The  first  was,  she  was  faire  and  gracious  to  aH 
folke;  The  second  was,  she  was  swiftest  in  rynoyng,  that  no  man  myghi 

'  hijjhr,  MS.  »  Om, 
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fote,  that  no  man)  naygbt  Rynne  vn'tA  hire  hj  a  grete  vpaoe,  but  that 
she  wolde  oome  to  the  morke  ^longe  afore  him,  "when  the  Emperoiir 
aawe  thea  twoo  yertiieB  in  his  dowt^r,  he  enioyed  and  was  glad  in  al 
hiB  herte;  and  he  made  a  pnoelamaeion)  in  al  tiiat  londe,  that  ivho 
80  ener  wolde  rin  w^  his  dowter,  and  come  to  the  marice  afbre  hfr, 
he  ahnlde  w«d  hir  with  goodis  infinite;  and  yf  ther  vreif  eny,  ^ 
wolde  profre  him  selfe  to  Rinne  vrith  hir,  A  mjght  not  wynne  of  hir, 
he  shulde  lese  his  hede.  hoi'  for  lordes  of  estate,  as  dukes,  barons, 
&  knjghtef,  come  thikke,  and  proferid  to  Kin  with  hir,  but  fere  was 
non)  that  myght  holde  fote  wttA  here ;  ^erfor  echon)  for  hir  fayling 
loste  hir'  hedis,  as  the  lawe  was.  so  fere  was  in  ^  citee  a  poi^ 
man),  ^  wiche  thovght  in  him  selfe,  **  I  am  pore,  and  oomen)  of  lowe 
kynrode ;  &  hit  is  a  comun  crye  I-made,  that  yf  eny  man)  myght  by 
Ctaf  te  or  by  4»iutile  passe  in  Bynnynge  the  dowter  of  the  Emperioai^,  b 
shulde  wedde  hii^  &  be  hiliche  avauncyd.  .  &  feretastf  yf  swicheji 
poi^  felow  as  I  myght  ou^rcome  hir  by  cautil,  wherby  that  I  and  al 

*  leaf  170,  back,  ool  1.  *  Us,  MS. 

»  ■i.«i,iiii  ■  ■  , 

[Second  Versum.    Addit.  M8.  9066.] 

over-take  her  by  a  grete  space,  but  erer^  she  oome  first  to  the  maike 
that  Vas  sette  by'  the  Emperoui'.  H  Whan  he  had'  persetved  thise 
ij.  yertues  in^  his  dougUtir,  he  was  right  glad;  and  he^  did  mitke  a 
crie  thurgh  out  his  Empire,  that  yf  any  man  wold  rynne  with  his 
doughtir,  and  come  rathest®  to  the  morke  than  she,  he  shuld  have 
her  to  wyf,  with  infinite  goodes ;  and  yf  any  man  ranne  wiA  the 
maiden),^  and  yf  ^  she  come  sonnoi^  to  the  marke  than  he,  than  shuld 
he  leso  his  heile.  IT  'Ibere  were*  dukes,  Barons,  and  knyghtes  of  the 
Empire  ^that  herdeii)  this^®  crie,  and  ^anon)  thei  came^^  and  profered 
'hem  to  rynne  with  the  maidon) ;  ^  so  that  echo  man  ranne  with  the 
maiden)^'  one  after  another',  and  the  maiden)^'  over-ranne  hem  aA,  and 
so  an  thei^^  losten  her  hedes,  as  the  law  wold.  V  Than  was  there  a 
man  in  Homo,  that  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  ''  I  am  poore,  and  ^no 
gentile  man  borne,  and^^  of  a^^  vire  bloode  brought  forthe ;  and  'the 
crie  id*^  madc3,  that  ^'  yf  any  man**  by  any  cantele  *can  over-rynne*^  the 
nniden)  in  rynning,  he  shatt  be  promoted  vnto**  greto  richesse.  IT  And 
therfor**  yf  I  may  by  any  sleight  or  cautele  over-come  her,  I  shnld 

*  that        •  they  ranne  to.        •  Om.        *  of.        *  Om.        •  rather. 
^  majde.        '  Om,         '  Om.         '*  hard  the.         "  lODe  ther  coine  mony, 

'•  the  mayde  to  renne.       "  mBjde  pauijn,       **  Om,       "  Om.       *•  Om^ 
"  thcr  is  a  [en].        *'  Omi.         ^^  Om.        *  oviroouie.        *'  to.        «*  Om. 


my^  kin  mjG^t  be  enhiet)  &  hcmovrifl,  sctiifily  fait  yuret^  goode  tome.** 
what  dude  he  but  yede,  and  purteyde  him  of  iij.  cantila ;  bcH.  of 
an  honest  Oarloiide  of  Eede  Boeys,  in  a  Riatt  a-Bi^ ;  Ihe  eeoonnde 
eantille  of  a  ailkyii)  gyidily  sotilly  I-ttiade ;  for  fe  damysefi  oomundy 
loriihe  awiehe  fantas^js;  the  thirde  of  a  eotil  purse  made  of  silke^ 
honotirid  wil&  piedofia  atonifl^  and  in  this  pttrs  was  a  balle  of  i^'. 
eolowrisy  and  hit  had  a  aspereoripciori^,  )Mtt  saide  tiraa^  Qui  meeum 
htdii^  nwapmia'de  meo  ludo  BaciaUtux,  J^is  is  to  seye,  he  that  pleithe 
witA  me,  riialle  nen«r  have  I^aowhe  oi  my  pley.  he  putt  yp  in  hie 
boaom)  ^  ig.  kkaynsi  is  yede  to  the  yate  of  the  palys,  &  t»ide,  ft 
ttidey  ^  Come,  fai?  damiael)  I  am  Bedy  to  BynnewitA  ^  andto  fol- 
mie  the  kwe  in  al  poynte^."  And  wheid  thes  wordes  wei'  borne  to 
}e  Eaxpstour,  he  eomanndid  hie  dowter  to  Binne  wM  him.  pe 
daraiael  kkid  onte  at  a  wyndow,  f or  to  se  him ;  &  when  she  had  een 
hhn,  she  defied  him  in  hir  hmte,  and  aaide  to  hir  ftehre,  ^*AlaB !  f€^ 
If  lliat  htfre  ondreome  ao  man/ noble  meii)|  now  ahiMe  I^rn&e  wM 
indie  a  dioriis  sone  as  ^oa  art ;  neti^J^ea  me  mnst  fn^ft  the  utt 
^  of  my  fieulir."  She  yede,  &  made  hir  Bedy  to  Ben)  with  him,  &  come 
to  him ;  &  boibe  thoi  stode  to-geder,  for  to  begynne  to  Bynne.  And 
when)  ^i  hade  Bonne  a  wlnle,  the  mayde  had  Bonne  afore  him  a 
grete  weye.    when  that  o^ere  sawe  ^at,  he  caste  afore  hire  the  faii^ 

<  leaf  170,  back,  ool.  2. 
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not  only^  be  promoted,  but  I  mygbt  hoipe  aH  my  kynrede."  %  Than, 
he  oideyned  hym  self  thre'  cartoles ;  The  first  was  a  Garlond  of  Bede 
Boses  *and  wliite,  wole  araied;'  The  second  was  a  GirdeH  of  silke,  wele 
hamoysed ;  The  third  was  a  purso  of  silke,  ^sotelly  arrayed^  witii 
precious  stones,  and  in  the  purse  was^  a  balle  of  ijj.  colours,  and  on 
the  balle  was  this  scripture  written,  he  that  shaYLpl^e  with.  mSf  shdB, 
never  he  fuYi  of  fnyplaye.  IT  Thise  iij.  he  put  in  his  bosome,  and 
went  ynto  the  palays  gate,  criyng,  "  come,  maideii),  come,  for  I  am 
redy  to  rynne  with  the."  If  whan  the  Emperour  hadde  herd  this* 
Toice,  he  bad  his  doughtir  to  ^rnake  her  ^redy  to  rynne ;  and  so^  thei 
ronne  to-gedre,  and  in  shorte*  tyme  the  maiden)  ronne  before  hym. 

^  a1l6  only.      *  of  lij.      '  Om.      *  silo  Kofely  wrought.      *  (hK     *\Ak 
^  rynne  with  hym.     The  mayde,  whan  she  sawe  hym,  she  dyspysed  hym 
In  her  hert,  and  myde,  **  Mnny  noblemen  haue  I  oreroome,  and  nowe  shalle  I 
rynne.  with  such  an  harlot !  "    A  none  the  mayde  made  her, 
'  Om,  »  a  lytylk*. 
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garlon<l ;  aiui  as  sone  as  she  sawe  the  fiuie  gadonil  afore  hir,  theia 
•he  iomidi  &  ioke  it  vp,  an<i  sette  it  vppon)  hir  hede,  and  made  so 
gret  dilectacion)  fere  in,  ^t  that  ofere  Ban  fer  afoi*  hir.  when  she 
■tw  that»  she  wepte  bitten^,  and  in  a  grete  wrethe  east  a-wey  the 
garlonde,  &  Ban,  &  ouerfcoke  him.  And  as  sone  as  she  was  by  him, 
she  toke  yp  hir  honde,  and  yafe  him  a  grete  boffete  yndir  the  cheke, 
and  seide,  **  lewde  wrecche,  wel  bjsemithe  ^  sizis  sonne  to  weddo 
me  I ''  AnJ  fer^  she  Ran)  afore.  &  when  he*  saw  that^  he  toke  oute 
a  gyrdille,  and  caste  it  in  the  same  man^r  afoie  hir  ayene ;  &  as 
&ste  as  sche  had  a  sight  fere  on),  she  bowed  downe^  &  toke  it  vp,  & 
gyide  hir  fere  with ;  and  had  so  grete  lykyng  fere  in,  fat  she  letle 
Synnynge,  &  by  ftti  tyme  he  was  fer  afoie  hir.  whenne  she  caste 
Tp  hir  yen),  &  saw  him,  she  made  grete  kmen  tacion),  and  toke  fe  gyrdU 
in  ang«r,  and  bote  hit  wttA  her  te^  [in  thie]  partis;  &  Ban  ayene 
in  al  the  myght  ^t  was  in  hir,  &  oa«rtoke  him,  &  yaf  him  a  grete 
bofifet,  and  Banne  fro  him,  &  saide,  ''what,  hadot I  trowist  thow  to 
ootfrcome  met**    pai  ofere  was  wily,  &  wold  not  caste  fe  potB,  ynto 

>  lor,  Ma  *  she,  K8 

[Second  Version.    Addii.  M8.  9066.] 

This  wyly  man,  whan  he  sawe  that,  he  cast  the  Oarlond  before  her.^ 
The  maiden,  when  she  saw  the  Garlond,  she  stouped,  and  toke  vp  the 
Grarlond  from  the  erthe,  and  sette  it  on  her  hede ;  and  had  grete 
likyng  of*  the  Grarlond,  and  ^taried  tille'  this  slig^  man  was  ferre* 
before.  ^IT  Whan  the  maiden)  sawe  that,  she  wept  bitterly,  and  cast  the 
Garlond  in  a  depe  dike ;  and  ^than  she^  ranne  swiftly  after  hym,  and 
*over-toke  hym,  and  lifte  yp  her  right  honde,  and  gad^^  hym  a  bnffet, 
and  badde  hym,  ** abide,  wrecche !  and  said,  ''it  is  nought  semely, 
that  thi  fadirs  sone  shuld  have  me  to  wyf."  and^  than  she  ranne 
before  hym^  right  fast  IT  That  sawe  this  sleigh^  man,  and  drew  a 
GirdeH  out  of  his  bosome,  and  cast  it  before  the  maidenl  She  atwe 
the  GirdeH,  and  toke  it  yp,  and  girte  her  witb  the  Girddl ;  and  hadde 
so  moche  delite  of  the  Gird^,  that  he  was  before  a  grete  way.  If  The 
maiden),  whan  she  sawe  that,  she  sorowed,  and  gnewe*  the  GirdeH 
witb  her  tethe,  and  brake  it  on  iiL  peoes ;  and  ranne  after  hym^* 
strongly,  and  toke  hym,  and  gaf  hym  a^^  bnffette,  and  said,  **  Trowest 
thou,  wrecche,  to  oyerHX)me  met"  and  anoii)  she  ranne  before^  hym. 

'  the  mayde.        '  to  abode,  that.        '  roime  wele.        *  leaf  18.        *  Om, 
•  Om.  ^  Om.  •  sleight,  K8.  '  toke.  '*  Om. 

"  another.  '  afore. 


XXXILBOWAfDOnUdWASWOK.  MOBAlm.  EABL799Sftt AlK909t.  125 

^  tyme  ^  he  oome  ner  }e  marke ;  and  ^eime  he  cast  }e  pnney  as 
he  dude  fat  othir  thing.  &  thenne  she  lest  ayen),  &  toke  it  vp,  & 
openyd  hit,  &  toke  onte  the  balle,  and  Eadde  the  snptfrscripcion), 
set?,  he  that  pleithe  with  me,  shaH  neu^  be  snffisid  of  my  pley. 
And  tho  the  begaid  to  pley  wttA  the  balle  so  longe,  ^t  fe  logeler 
was  afoi^  at  the  marke ;  and  so  tho  she  made  muche  hunentacionne ; 
ft  he  weddid  hir,  &  had  grete  Richesses,  as  the  lawe  wolde. 

XOBJlUTIB. 

Ere  fiendesy  yis  Emperonre  is  onre  lorde  Jhesa  Crist;  fe  tt&f 
dowier  is  ^  soule  of  nuuii  made  like  him  selfe,  &  clansid  fro 
original  synne  by  baptyme ;  &  hit  is  swyfte  in  Bynnynge,  bcU. 
goode  werkesy  while  that  he  is  in  his  innocense,  &  ^t  so  swifte,*  that 
no  dedely  synnys  may  oo^rcome  hir ;  &  so  thei  lese  hir  hedes,  wcU.  hii* 
powei'y  whenne  ^  ^y  maye  not  onercome  hir.  pe  poi^  man^^  )Mtt 
Imagenithe  ^es  cantilis,  is  the  devil,  ^  which  stud^the  nyght  &  day 
to  oucroome  innocence ;  and  ^rfor  he  purveithe  him  of  iij.  cavtilis,  first 
of  a  garlonde.  [By]  the  garlonde  we  maye  yndirstonde  piyde,  &  by  this 
Besoii),  For  a  garlonde  is  not  sett  on  the  aime,  neon  non)  o^ere  party 
of  the  body ;  hit  is  I-sette  ypon)  the  hede,  for  it  sholde  be  sene.    in 

>  kaf  171,  ool.  1.  *  swfte,  Ma 

[Seeoml  Version.    AddU.  MS.  9066.] 

T  This  ^  logelei*  was  wyly ,  and  cast  the  purse  before  %er.  The  maiden) ' 
saw  the  purse,  snd  opened  it ;  and  fouude  a  balle,  and  radde  the 
scripture  on'  the  baUe ;  If  That  was  this,  who^  that  playeth  with  me, 
shatt  never  be  fuH  of  my  playe.  And  she  beganne  to  play  with  the 
Balle,  and  so  longe  she  played  with  the  Balle,  that  the  logelei'  came 
before  her  to  the  marke ;  and  so  he  had  her  to  be  his*  wyf . 

If  Deelantoio.  Frendcs,  this  Emperoui'  is  cure  lord  Ih^wu  Crist; 
the  faire  donghtir  is  the  soule,  made  by  likenesse  of  god.  She  is 
swifte  in  rynnyng  to  gode  vertues,  while  she  dwelleth  in  her  Inno- 
eence,  that  no  man,  that  is  to  sey,  no  dedly  synne,  may  overcome  her. 
IT  This  wyly  man,  this  logelei',  that  is  comen)  of  vile  bloode,  is  the 
dev^  that  aH  way  studies  to  brynge  downe  Innocentes  in  to  synne. 
IT  First  he  ordeyned  hym  of  iij.  cavteles,  that  ib,  a  Garlond,  by  the 
whiche  we  shaH  vndirRtond  pride,  for  this  reason).  A  Garlond  is  not 
put  on  the  anno,  nor  on  the  foote,  but  vpon  the  hede,  that  it  may  be 

•  The,         •  the  mayde.    She.         •  of.         *  He,         *  Om. 
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the  same  Tryse  wol  tba  prowde  man  be  aent  &  sprede  hia  hemmya; 
and  ^ere  foie  aeitbe  Auatme,  Cum  wp^hum  mderU,  fiUwn  tUaboii 
MM  nan  dubUet,  }d0  ia  to  aey,  when  thowe  aeiat  a  proiide  maij^  douta 
the  not  ^  seeat  the  aonne  of  the  deveL  ))ar6foie  whaa  the' devil 
caatithe  thia  garlonde  of  piyde  in  thin  yen),  wepe^  aa  did  tbedamiael; 
&  do  of  that  garlonde  q{  piydei  and  oatte  it  into  the  diehe.of  ooo- 
trucion),  &  ao  ^n  ahalt  yeve  ^  d)Byil  a  buff^t^  d|  ouarooma  him. 
Thenne  whenne  )>e  devil  aee)^  )^at  he  ia  ouercome,  he^  temptithe  a 
man  yn  on  noj^ere  synne,  &  caatithe  afoire  him  a  gurdil  of  lecheri ;  of 
vhiche  man^r  giidii  thna  seithe  Gragonm^  Oinfftte  UoBboa  veriroB  In^ 
CastUaU^  ^ia  ia  to  aeye,  or  ]>i8  ia  to  yndiistonde,  Giixdi)>e  yome  landjfa 
in  chaatitew  for  who  ao  enar  ia  gyrd  witft  the  gyid^il  of  lecheqr, 
oertenlye  he  levithe  the  Synnyng  of  goode  lyf,  &  ia  onaroome  Wit4 
the  devil ;  aa  the  Apoatle  seithe,  Nulhtm  Ojm  homan  atita  (kuUiaief 
)iB  ia  to  seye,  \knre  ia  no  gode  worke  wvtA  oute  Chaatite.  &  ther-fo? 
do  as  she  did ;  amito  the  goidilt  in  thre^  aeil  in  pmyei^,  faatyng,  and 
almesdede,  and  withe  oute  dowte,  |»enne  ^u  ahalt  ooeroome  the 
deviL  Aftir  ward  thia  poi'  ^mafiif  scil.  ^  deail,  caatithe  forthe  a 
pnia  wftA  a  baUoi — 'What  is  that)  ye  wit  wel  a  para  ia  opin  abovc^ 
and  abttt  be-nethe»  &  that  betokenitbe  the  hart  of  man,  that  ahnlde 

1  aQdM  H8.  .  *  leaf  171,  o^  2. 

W.  "  ■      ■  ■  "■  ■  ■      ■  ■  ■  I  ■  m 
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aayn).  IT  Bight  ao  the  pronde  man  wold  be  aeeii  alway,  and  therfova 
thftii  makes)  hem  eelf  gaye ;  T  And  tberfore  agayn)  proude  men  apeketl^ 
aeynt  Au^tyn),  and  aaieth,  whan  thou  teatt  a  pronde  n^an,  doute 
not  but  that  he  ia  the  devela  aone,  Tberfore  do  thou  aa  the  maiden) 
did ;  wepe  for  thi  synne,  and  put  downe  the  Garlond  of  pride,  and 
put  it  in  the  diche  of  oontriocion),  and  ao  tho\i  ahalt  yeve  the  devett 
a  bufifette,  and  overcome  hym.  T  Than  the  deTell  aeeth  that  he  is 
overoome  in  one  synne,  Than  he  tempteth  hym  witK  another ;  and 
than  he  cast  before  man  or  woman  the  QirdaU  of*  lechery.  Who  ao 
ia  girte  with  thia  Girdeli  he  levetfi  the  course  of*  ^goode  lyf,  and  ao  ia 
overoome  of  the  dev^ ;  IT  For  the  appoetle  seith.  There  is  no  gooda 
werke  with  oute  chastite.  do  Tberfore  as  the  maiden)  did ;  devoida 
the  GlrdeH  in  iij.  parties,  that  is,  iuto  praier,  faatyng,  and  almesdede ) 
And  than  thou  ehalt  overcome  the  deve^L  IT  The  purse  with  ^e  Balle 
is  open  above,  and  shitte  bynet^  and  it  betokem'th  thyn)  hert,  that 

■  leaf  13,  back. 
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mar  be  opyn^  tohevenly  thingety  &  abut  to  Erthely  things.  .  pe  twoo 
>eovdi8,  that  aemithe  to  Opyn)  ^e  pars,  &  to  aliittey  signifiethe  lore  of 
fgoi  di  ol  thi  neyboui' ;  the  bol  that  ia  Koundoy  &  ooloyrid  ao 
dincftelye^  betokenithe  the  viee  of  oovetice,  that  ia  meuid  aa  wel  in 
theoldeaaintheyonge;  and  )Mrefor  the  Beaon)  that  ia  wretiid  aboate 
ia  tiewe,  wher  it  ia  I-aeyde»  Qm  tneeitmr  ludiif  mmquam  taoUMiur^ 
lor  the  oovetonae  mtad  caii)  neiier  be  fillid.  &  thet^fore  lete  ya  be 
#ai6  that  we  pleye  not  wttA  the  balle  of  covetiaey  aa  ahe  dude;  for 
jf  we  fonake  god,  &  yeve  tb  to  tronaetorie  godia,  and  vanitea, 
tothely  we  ahul  neoar  ^enne  oome  to  the  glorie  of  enaiiaatynge  ly£ 
Ad  fOBm  kc. 

[xxxm. ) 

DOinCIANUS  A  WTSE  TEMSEROUR. 

Of  THB  TOUKO  KKIQHT  WHO  HAD  THBEl  FBISNIMiy  AND  HOW  BB 

TBIED  man.      HABL.  MS.  7888.) 

DOmieia&iia  Beigned  i^  wiae  Emparour  in  \%  oetee  of  Bome^  &  in 
hia  Eflnpyei^  waa  a  graitil  knight,  ^  whiche  had  only  aaonne,  that 

{Second  Venum.    Addit  MS.  9066 J 

ilway  owi^  to  be  aliitte  by-netbe,  that  is,  to  tbise  ertbely  thynges,  and 
open^  above  to  hevenly  thyngea.  The  atrengea  of  the  purse  to  open) 
and  to  ahitte  betokenet&  the  love  of  god,  and  of  our  £me-cmteh). 
llie  Balle,  that  ia  loonde,  and  ia  caat  from  one  to  anoth^,  betokeneth 
Covetiae,  that  ia,  all  way  steied,  aa  well  in  olde  and  yonge ;  theifore 
it  hatll  a  guperseripcion),  the  whiobe  ia  this,  he  that  shi^  playe  witK 
Biie,  diaU  never  be  fuH  of  my  playe,  That  is,  Covetise,  that  no  man 
duA  never  be  f oH  therof*.  If  And  therfore  Senek*  aeith,  whan  alle 
aynnea  wexe  olde,  Covetise  alone  wexetfi  yonge.  If  And  therfore  atudie 
we  not  for  to  playe  withe  the  balle  of  Covetise,  aa  the  maiden)  did, 
for  whit  yf  we  forsake  worldly  thynges,  that  are  tranaitorye  and 
jMNQng  forthe  before  god,  we  mowe  oome  to  evei^laatyng  blisae  in 
heven.    Amen. 

[  XLn.   leaf  67,  hack,  ] 

There  waa  a  man)  that  bad  a  sone,  and  sterid  his  sone  to  gete 
hym)  frendea,  while  bis  fadir  was  alyvo.    the  sone  saw  thre  n^h- 

*  open  it,  MS. 


128  XXZIIL  HOW  ▲  lUN  P&OTEb  HIS  IBIIHBS.  tlOBT.  H£^7S3ty&  JA-tOae. 

be  mcclie  lo viJ.  In  a  tyme  fia  sonne  come  to  him,  ami  aaide,  **  &dir 
I  am  a  yong  man) ;  sothelyi  yf  it  be  youxe  wiUe,  I  woUe  go  arbowte 
to  castelles^  &  kyngdomes,  &  purcbaae  me  fiendesy  ^t  I  may,  whmi 
ye  betb  goii)  henys  oute  of  thia  worlde,  baue  knowlecb."  ''yii»* 
quodf  the  fiidir,  ^  hit  shai  wele  like  me,  so  ^t  foa  shew  to  me,  wheni 
thow  comyst  ayene,  what  frendee  }k)w  haat  getyii).'*  peane  eeide  he, 
**  yiBf  fadir,  fi  wille  in  that  caa  shalle  be  fulfiUid."  The  yonge  mafl^ 
travaylid  by  certeyne  kyugdomia,  oontreia,  &  oetees ;  &  at  the  ends 
of  ig.  yeei'  he  come  home  to  his  &dir.  &  fe  fadir  was  hili  gUiddkl 
'With  hia  presence,  &  seide,  **  sonne,  how  aebt  thow  I  haat  yow  pu^ 
chasiJ  eny  frendesl"  ''ye,  sir,"  he  saide,  ''[I  have]  foonden)  iy. 
frendes  sithe  I  yede ;  and  the  first  frende  I  lone  more  than  my  aelft^ 
anJ  ther-fore  I  wold  for  hia  lore  shede  my  blode,  yf  node  wei^; 
'the  secounde  I  love  as  moche  as  my  selfe;  Bnt  the  third  I  love 
litil,  in  syght  of  the  o^re."  )>enne  seide  fe  fadir,  ''  sone,  hast  thow 
prcvid  ony  of  thes  i^.  frendes t"  ''Nay,  sir,"  qnod  he.  ))ehiie 
quod  the  fadir,  "  do  ])on  aftir  my  connsaiH,  &  hit  shall  like  the. 
Go,  is  slee  a  Sweyne,  &  put  it  in  a  sacks ;  and  at  mydnyte  [go]  lo 
ye  firste'  frende,  &  sey  to  him,  *  deei^  Frende,  help  me  nowe  in  my 
grete  node,  for  thorow  chaonce  I  have  slayne  a  man),  and  he  ia  hei^ 

>  CasteU,  MS.        *  leaf  171,  back,  ool  1.        '  fUte,  MS. 
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bores,  that  he  thought  to  hym)  shuld  be  necessarie.  he  askid  of 
oon),  how  he  myght  by  his  frendshipt  He  seide,  ''I  ani>  rich 
Enoughe,  bat  me  nodes  werkmen) ;  if  thou  wilte  bynde  the  to  mj 
werke,  I  wil  be  thy  frende."  he  bownde  hym,  and  wrought  longe 
tyme  greuooslv  for  hym.  Afterward  he  asked  of  anothere  the  same^ 
and  he  saide,  he  was  but  pore,  bat  and  he  wolde  gyfe  hym)  mekU}, 
he  wolde  be  his  frende.  and  so  he  did,  for  ofte  sithe  he  fedde  hynd^ 
and  gafe  hym  large  giftes.  Also  he  askid  of  the  thrid,  how  bo 
myght  by  his  fiendBhipt  He  answerid,  and  seide,  he  had  no  nedo 
of  moneye  ne  of  werkmeo),  but  he  shall  faH  downe  to  his  fote,  lihd 
do  hym  homage,  and  do  to  hym  as  to  his  lorde,  as  a  seruaunte  shuld 
do,  and  than  he  shuld  be  his  frende.  and  he  did  so.  whan)  thia 
was  done,  the  sone  seide  to  his  fadire,  that  he  had  ig.  frendes.  The 
Fadir  bade  hym)  saye  to  his  frende,  that  he  was  outelawed  of  the 
kyng<  for  treason) ;  and  so  he  shuld  prove  his  frendes  of  helpe.  The 
Sonne  come  to  the  f yrste  frende,  and  asked  helpe  of  his  disese ;  and 
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vpon)  my  backe  in  a  saoke ; '  &  then)  thow  sholt  see  what  thi  firend 
ml  aej  to  the.  Aftir  that,  go  to  ]yi  secounde  frende,  and  so  to  the 
thizde ;  and  write  al  hir  annaweris  in  thin  herte."  }>e  sonne  yede, 
as  the  iadir  saide  to  him ;  and  at  mydnite  he  com)  to  the  yate  of  the 
finte  frende,  ^  whiche  ^t  he  lovid  more  than  him  selfe,  &  cnockid 
at  his  gate.  Anon)  as  his  fi»nde  harde  him  cnocke,  he  Kos,  &  lete 
him  in,  &  saide,  *'  frende,  ^a  art  welcom)."  **  A !  f rende,"  qnodf 
that  o^ere^  ''  I  am  come  to  the  in  my  grete  nede,  for  I  love  thi  hodye 
mxae  than  my  selfe,  and  ^arefore  socoare  me  in  this  myschieff ;  for 
I  have  thorow  vnhappe  slayn)  a  man),  &  he  is  hei*  vppon)  my  backe 
in  a  sacke ;  and  ^^refore,  I  piay  the,  that  thow  wolt  hide  him,  & 
hale  the  ooia  of  this  dede  man)  in  some  prive  place  of  thin  honse ; 
for  yf  ^  cors  he  Ibunde  with  me,  dootles  I  mot  he  hongid  for  him.** 
''ye,"  quod  the  o^sre,  ''thowhe  thowe  were  my  fadir,  I  wolde  not 
do  that  for  the;  tot  aithe  thow  hast  slayne  ^e  man),  thow  arte 
worthi  to  be  dampnid  foi  him.  Keuer^les,  for  the  gret  frendshipe 
^t  hathe  I-be  Srtwene  vs  hei*  afore  by  longe  tyme,  I  shalle  yeve  to 
the  \j.  ellene  of  lynone  clothe,  for  to  lappa  in)  or  for  to  keaeryn)  ^y 
body,  when  that  thow  arte  hongid."  Thenne  the  yonge  man)  yede 
to  ^ot  othir  fi»nde,  that  he  lonid  as  moche  as  him  selfe,  and  knockid 
at  his  yate.  Anon)  when)  he  harde  pe  cnokkyng,  he  ros,  &  openyd 
^  doi',  &  kyste  him,  and  worschipfully  Ressey vid  him.  penne  spake 
the  yonge  man,  &  saide,  **  A I  goode  frcnde,  helpe  me  nowe  in  my 
grettest  node  ^t  I  eu^  had.  I  have  thorowe  Encomberment  slayne 
a  man,^  and  he  is  here  with  me,  and  |)er-fore,  for  al  the  frenshipe  that 
is  be-twene  the  &  me,  leys  him  in  sum  previ  place  of  thin  house ;  for 

*  leaf  171,  back,  ool.  2. 
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when)  he  had  herds  that  he  had  done  a  cryme  agajmes  the  kyng*,^ 
he  seide,  ''  This  I  shall  do  to  the,  I  shall  caste  oute  of  myii)  houae 
the  traytoure  of  the  kyng*,  and  I  shall  take  what  I  may  of  ^i 
goodes."  The  seconde  frende  seide,  '*  the  kynges  tisytoare  I  shall 
lede  to  prisouh),  and  there  shall  I  sette  hym  faste  by  the  fete,  in  a 
depe  pitte."  The  thrid  seide,  '*  I  shall  lede  the  kynges  traytoure  to 
the  galowes,  and  there  shall  I  hange  hym)  vppe."  The  sone  come 
home,  and  tolde  his  fadire  what  his  frendes  had  seide.     The  fadir- 

^  the  kyng'  the  Vyn^  MS. 
GEST^  9 
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yf  he  be  foonde  wi^o  me,  I  am  bat  dede."  ^^Kay,''  qtiod  thai 
ofer%  **  that  f(m  canst  not  make  me  do ;  bei^  him  hens,  &  make  tlia 
mory  with  him, — ^whi  woldist  thow  alee  him  I  But  3rette^  frende^  I 
shalle  tel  ^e,  I  wolle  not  have  ardo  withe  him ;  [bat]  for  the  giete 
love  fat  hath  I-be  be4wene  vs  twoo,  I  shalle  go  iHth  the  to  Hw 
iebet ;  and  aftirwan)  I  shatt  ptcrveye  me  of  an  no^tfre  frtode."  p9 
yonge  man)  was  hevy  with  thes  woxdee ;  and  yede  to  anoj^are  frende^ 
»ciL  him  ^t  he  lovid  bat  Htle,  &  cnockid  at  the  yate.  he  los  yp^ 
as  8one  as  he  harde  his  voyse,  and  lete  him  in,  A  kiste  him,  audi 
■aide,  ''frend,  ]yat  is  halfe  my  soule,  welcome  be  fan  to  mel*^ 
^nne  saide  that  o]rsr,  **  sothelye  I  am)  ashamed  to  npeke  with  Ab, 
for  I  have  do  litle  for  pe,  or  ellis  nought,  neaer  in  al  my  lyre ;  and 
^^refoie  witA  grete  shame  I  may  shew  the  myni)  eronde."  ''y^ 
hardly,"  seide  that  o^ere,  ''shew  me  what  thow  wolte."  ''For 
sothe,**  quod  that  oj^er,  **  I  have  vnhappili  slayne  a  man),  &  he^  I 
bei^  his  body  on)  my  bak,  and  ^ere-fore,  I.  pfYiye  the,  helpe  me  in 
this  gret  nede,  and  ji  ye  wolde  hide  the  bodye  in  youie  hdose^  jv 
my  te  not  do  for  me  a  better  tome,  for  yf  it  be  f ounde  with  me,  I  am 
but  dede."  "  Nay,**  quod  that  oj^are,  '^  I  wolle  not  hide  the  bod|y, 
but  I  wolle  dye  for  the  to  morow  oii)  the  lubet ;  and  ^grefow^  I 
piaye  tiie,  love  thowe  neuar  firende  so  wel  as  me  aftir  my  dethe,  but 
yf  he  wolle  dye  for  the,  as  I  shalle."  when  the  yonge  man  hu9 
him  sey  ^us,  he  felle  downe  on)  his  knees,  &  piaide  him  that  he 
wolde  for-yeve  him,  ^t  he  had  lovid  the  o^ere  twoo  Sendee  so 
moche,  and  him  so  litle  or  noi — ''  and  ther-for  fro  hens  forwoid  I 
shaH  neusr  love  my  solve  so  moehe  as  ^"    [The]  opere  tooke  Urn 

*  ytto,  MS. 
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seide, ''  sone,  thou  haste  no  frande ;  for  the  fyrste  frende  is  a  fiende 
of  name.  The  seconde  is  a  frende  atte  mete.  The  thrid  is  an)  Enemy  at 
neda"  than)  seide  the  fadir,  "  sone,  go  to  my  frende  alone  thai  T 
haue,  bat  is,  the  sone  of  god,  Ihera  Criste,  and  telle  hyn)  thy 
cause.  The  sonne^  did  so.  Thanne  his  faders  frende  sa»de^  ^9 
thou  haue  any  thef  te,  bryng<  it  to  me,  and  if  it  be  treason),  putt  it  to 
me;  and  I  shaH  dey  for  the."  Than)  this^  was  demyd  a  bnida 
alone,  amonge  afi  other. 

McalSS.  'heflilB,M& 
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bj  the  necke,  &  Idste  him ;  &  he  yede  home,  &  tolde  his  fedir  how 
it  WW  wit^  fe  i\j.  frendes,  &c. 

JfORALim. 

OocI  men,  this  Emp^rotir  is  the  fadir  of  heTene ;  by  the  knyght 
bat[he]  Yndezetofide  prdatie  of  holy  chiiche ;  by  the  eonne  is 
TDdizstonde  esoerj  Cristen)  man.  And  so  many  of  yb  getithe 
te  frendes,  bat  thei  ikyHthe  tb  in  onie  nede ;  and  yer^tate  seithe  f^ 
wise  man,  Egi  amicus  meuBy  ei  non  permanebit  in  fempoie  neceagUatU^ 
This  is  to  seye,  ther  is  a  frende  at  the  table  or  at  the  mete  boide, 
the  wiche  wolle  not  or  shal  not  abide  in  tyme  of  nede.  }>e  forste 
ftende,  that  ^ow  loyist  more  thaii)  thi  selve,  is  this  worlde ;  for  we 
seihe  en0ry  day  that  men)  wolle  for  ^e  worlde,  &  worldly  thingef  to 
be  hadde»  pntte  hem  scJye  in  pmlis  of  see,  in  perelkv  of  bataiH,  and 
of  dampnadoane.  And  ther-for  it  is  wel  I-pfvnrid,  that  thei  loii^ 
more  the  worlde  than  hem  selye,  but  in  tyme  of  nede,  set7.  of  deth^ 
when  the  sonle  shalle  passe  fix)  the  bodye,  aftir  the  wille  pf  god,  & 
}aX  y^  body  be  yevin  to  wormes,  thenne  the  worlde,  ^t  ]K)we  loiust 
80  mnche,  shalle  fidle  ^ ;  In  so  muche  that  yf  yon  have  too  ella«  of 
lynon)  clothe,  to  lappe/  thi  body  Inne,  it  is  a  grete  thing.  The 
leooande  frende^  that  thow  looist  as  muche  as  thi  selve,  is  thi  wyfe 
&  thi  childeiine,  the  whiche  in  tyme  of  dethe  wil  go  wttA  the  to  the 
sepnlcnre,  and  wepin  a  litle  for  the,  but  when)  yaxi  arte  in  the  erthe, 
]ley  gothe  home,  and  studiethe  whom  they  mow  have  in  thi  stede. 
Ihe  thirde  frende,  that  thow  lovist  so  litle,  is  oure  loide  Ih6«u 
Cnate,  for  yf  thowe  come  to  him  wttA  a  clene  herte,  in  tyme  of  thi 
nede,  he  wolle  not  fayle  the ;  &  ^eref ore  it  is  I-seyde,  In  guacumqxi^ 
hora  peeeaiar  ingemuerii,  salvus^  erit,  ^is  is  to  seye,  in  what  houx* 

>  leaf  172,  ool  1.  '  saltij,  MS. 
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[Deelaracio].  The  fyrste  frende  is  the  worlde,  or  Ellys  money, 
for  the  which  man)  consumys  hym  self  nyght  and  day,  in  laboure 
and  besynesse.  The  seconde  frende  is  the  flessh,  and  flesly  ftendes, 
that  lessayuen)  largly  fedyng*  and  clothyng*;  but  they  ledde  hym) 
vnto  the  prisons,  that  is,  the  grave,  and  casten)  hym  into  the  pitte. 
The  thrid  frend  is  the  deuyll,  that  ledes  hym  vnto  the  dome,  there 
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the  Bjhner  wayliihe,  or  is  soiy  for  his  synns,  he  shalle  be  saf.    And 

^eref ore  when  the  synner  deservid  by  his  wickednesse  eodrlastlng 

dethe,  thenne  Crist,  goddis  sonne  come,  &  toke  dethe  for  him  oo) 

the  lubet  off*  fe  crosse.     AncI  ^erfoi^,  goode  sins,  lat  vs  bowe  own 

^knees,  and  aske  mercy  of  him,  that  we  plesid  tiies  othir  two  «o 

moche,  &  him  so  litle,  ])at  is  an  vnmatable  frende,  a  gentil  firende,  ft 

a  myghty  frende.     Now  pray  we  him  enterly  to  be  oure  frende,  whoa 

frenshipe  neo^r  failithe.  Qui  cum  poire  et  spiriiu  Mndo  amma 

regit  secula.    Amen. 

■  leaf  172,  ool.  2. 
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to  accuse  hym),  and  to  hange  hym  with  hym  in  helle.  But  the 
fourte  frende,  that  is  criste,  the  which  is  a  sykere  frende  alone,  that 
for  his  frendes  snfired  dethe ;  he  is  a  trew  frende  alone,  amonge  aS 
othere,  and  non)  so  trew  as  he.    Amen  &c. 


[  XXXIV.  ] 
AGIOS  A  WISE  EMPJgriWURK 

(tHB  allegory  op  MBROT,  TBUTH,  justice  &  PEACE.) 

Agios  was  a  wyse  Emperotir  Beignynge  in  the  citee  of  Rome;  the 
whiche  lord  had  iiij.  dowtms,  of  wiche  on)  was  clepid  Mercy, 
^e  secoonde  sothefastnesse,  the  thirds  Eyghtwyssenes,  and  the 
iiij.  Pes.^  he  also  had  a  sone  passyngly  wyse  and  witty,  and  was  clepid 
Ysias,  and  no  man  myght  be  likenid  to  him  in  no  kynne  sciens.  he 
had  also  a  sarvaunt  wit/t  him,  whom  he  moche  ayauncid,  and  thai 
wtt^outen  ony  deseniinge.  So  the  Emperoure  in  this  maner  is  thought 
in  a  certeyne  day  to  preve  fat  sarvaunt,  &  seide  to  him,  "  dei'  firend^ 
I  have  hili  avauncyd  the  to  grete  dignitee,  and  ^erefor  thow  arte  the 
more  be-holden)  to  me.  I  commytte  here  to  thi  kepynge  swiche  a 
contree;  and,  sir,  yf  thow  kepe  it  wele,  ))ou  shalt  have  more 
avauncement ;  and  in  the  ofer  syde,  yf  I  fynde  in  the  eny  maner  of 
tresouue,  fon  shalte  suffre  ther-fore  fe  fotdest  dethe.''  }>enne  spake 
^t  opere,  and  seide,  '*  sir,  in  al  that  I  can  or  may  I  shalle  folfUle 

>  pitee,  MS. 
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jour  wille."  Sone  aftir  tiiat  be  had  be  goii)  to  tbiB  contree,  be  dud 
ixmpttB  Se  tmiagreaeiouns  arjenste  ^e  wille  &  comaundement  of  tbe 
lode.  wbeD)  tbe  Emperoaie  barde  telle  ^is,  be  come  tbidir,  and 
pvl  a  de&ute  to  ibis  forsaide  sarvannt ;  tbe  saTraunte  was  provde, 
ft  stmdyy  and  yaf  but  litle  credence  to  bim.  Tben  fe  £mp0rour 
bejnge  in  gret  wretbe,  for  violacioii)  of  bia  prwepte  &  comaundement, 
callid  to  bim  iiy.  <vaell  tormentoun,  and  comaundid  to  oh)  of  bem, 
^  be  &  bia  felowea  abonlde  bynde  bim  bonde  ft  fote,  ft  caste  bim 
in  pieaoane ;  ^  to  tbe  secoonde  be  comaundid  to  bdde  bim  qwyke ; 
and  to  tbe  tbiide  ft  to  tbe  iiij.  be  comaundid,  tbat  tbei  abulde  finally 
lift  bim.  Tbenne  tbes  toimentoures  purposyng  to  fiilfille  tbe  oom- 
anndment  of  tbe  Emperoure,  Tbei  toke  tbis  wiecbid  man),  and 
tunnentid  bim  with  al  meauir  of  peynis.  And  bit  bappid,  tbat  on) 
of  tbe  dowtereiB,  so/,  pat  is  to  sey,  mercy,  yede  by  tbe  presoune  pt 
tame  tyme,  ft  as  sbe  baide  tbis  man)  crye  in  peynis,  sbe  mn)  to  tbe 
prison,  ft  loldd  in,  and  sawe  tbis  man)  in  tonnentes  a-monge  ])ilke 
tixmentotfrs ;  ft  wben  sbe  sawe  ^t  pitefiil  sigbt,  sbe  mygbt  not  but 
baye  pyte, — ^for  bit  is  )»e  propirte  of  m^rcy  to  baye  pite  ft  compas- 
sioii^.  ft  so  sbe  Bente  of  tbe  clotbinge^  of  bir  body,  ft  of  bir  bede, 
and  pullid  of  bir  beei*,  and  yellid,  and  cride ;  and  Kanne  with  alle 
bur  mygbt  to  bir  fadir,  tbe  Eiuperour,  and  knelid  to  bim,  and  seide, 
''Alas  I  my  dere  fadir,  am  I  not  thi  dowter,  and  art  ^ow  not  morcy- 
lullel  bave  mercy  of  suche  a  sarvaunt ;  for  yf  ))ow  bave  no  mercy 
of  bim,  paa  art  not  mercyf  ulle,  and  ji  tbow  be  not  mercyfulle,  witbe 
oute  dowte  ^w  sbalt  not  have  me  ^y  dowter."  Anon)  come  bir 
qrster  sotbef astnesse,  and  askid  of  bir  fadir  wbi  bir  suster  wepte  so  I 
"  for  mercy,  yi  suster,"  quod  be,  **  vrol  algatis  pat  I  bave  mercy  of 
this  man)  in  pr<?8oune."  Tben  seide  sotbefiEMtnes,  with  a  Sterne 
eonntenauns,  **  Kay,  fadir,  late  it  not  be  so.  god  f orbede  pat  ^we 
jeve  bim  mercy,  for  am  not  I  tbi  dowter  sotbefastnes  or  trutbel 
And  tbow  bast  euer  be  trewe  ft  sotbefast,  ft  it  is  truths  tbat  be  have 
peyne  ft  dethe,  l^erefoT,  fadir,  pursue  trewtbe,  as  tbow  bast  be  boldeii) 
bei'  afore ;  for  yf  tbow  pursue  not  truthe,  tbow  shalt  not  bave  me 
tbi  dowter  no  moi*."  Thus  as  mercy  and  sotbefaetnesse  wei*  togeder 
in  stryf^  come  tbe  tbirde  dowter,  8et7.  Kigbtwisnesse ;  and  for  she 

>  leaf  172,  back,  ooL  1. 
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hard  Bwiche  noyse  amonge  hem,  she  askid  of  So^efaetnesse,  hir  aktei^ 

wliat  was  the  caiuel   And  for  eothefasinesse  myght  not  tdk  Imt 

trew^  she  seide,  ^'Otire  sister,''  quod  she,  '^namjd  mercy,  wdle 

algattftf  that  oine  &dir  have  mercy  of  this  tiaytoni^  in  pe  pmoona." 

Anon)  Bightwisnesse  ran)  to  hir  fader,  and  saide,  *'  fadir,  am  not  t 

Bightwysnesse  fi  dowter,  and  thi  selfe  ait  callid  Bightwisl    And 

^eref or,  ^  fadir,  do  &  she  we  Bightwisnesse  in  this  trespasoni',  for  yf  Jmi 

do  not,  ne  wolt  not  shewe  no  right,  ^w  shalt  not  have  me  to  thi 

dowter."    thenne  the  foorthe  dowter,  bcU.  Pes,*  herynge  this  dia- 

eendon)  a-twene  hem,  and  that  maxsy,  hir  sistrs,  myght  not  opteyna 

ne  prsvayle  in  hir  paipose,  she  foiHwke  al  ^e  £mpeyi^,  and  yede  into 

ano^ere  f er  oontree.    And  when)  the  Emperonie  hard  telle  how  thai 

ahe  was  gon)  ther-fore  ont  of  his  londe,  and  saw  swiohe  a  distaanoa 

amonge  the  systeres,  he  wist  not  what  was  heste  to  done ;  for  yf  he 

tome  to  mmye,  he  shnlde  offende  trathe  &  Bightwysnesse,  and  yf 

he  folow  the  wille  of  tmthe  and  of  Byghtwisneese,  he  shnlde 

not  have  mercy  and  pes  to  his  dowteres.    he  olepid  to  him  hia 

wise  sone,  and  ypoii)  this  mater  askid  his  oonnseiil:.     ^Fadir,"  quod 

the  sone,  ^oommytte  this  mater  to  me,  &  I  shalle  take  good 

Tengeaonoe  of  this  trespassotir,  and  bring  home  a-yene  pes,  }i  dowter.** 

Then  fteide  the  Emperonre,  **  A !  dei^  sonne,  this  is  a  grete  promitf- 

aionn)  that  thowemakest  to  me,  yf  thon  fnlflUeit  indede,  that  thowe 

seist,  and  ]»erefore,  sone,  I  shall:  do  as  thow  askist"    The  iSadir  yaf 

al  his  poaef  to  his  Sonne.    Then  the  sonne  callid  his  sustir  mercy, 

and  toke  hir  WttA  him,  and  Bonne  to-gedir  oner  hilhs  and  daUs^ 

til  tyme  that  thei  come  to  the  castdl,  whei*  the  sarvannt  laye  in 

prisooiie ;  &  thenne  he  myght  not  bat  have  pitee  of  him,  for  he  hadde 

mercy  wit^  him,  and  ^erefore  he  hadde  no  powei'  but  to  take  him 

oute  of  preeoune,  and  pnesentid  him  to  his  fiidir.      And  when)  pea 

haide  telle  howe  hir  biothir  had  browte  ayene  ^  trespassoure,  she 

oome  a-yene  to  ^e  Empyi';  &  the  sone  made  aoorde  a-monge  tiie 

susteris,  and  that  mercy  &  trathe  mette  to-gedir,  Bightwisnesse  A  pea 

hatha  I-kyste. 

I  leaf  173,  back,  col.  2.  *  pite,  M8. 
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MOBALITSB. 

DEre  Frendes,  this  Emperoaze  ia  tiie  Udit  of  hevin ;  the  trans- 
gTOMomte,  that  Besseyyed  pe  oontree,  was  Adam,  the  first  fiadir, 
that  dude  ayene  the  comaondement  of  god,  when  that  he  yete 
of  the  apfdU ;  and  ther-for  he  was  ^  yoven  to  ii^.  tonuentoures.  the 
inte  tonnentoiir,  ^t  sette  him  in  praoone,  is  ^  priison)  &  the  exile 
of  this  prosent  lyf ;  and  ther-f ore  it  is  wretin)  and  saide  thus,  Heu 
mAif^  gma  ineakUvui  meua  prohngaiua  est,  this  is  to  seye, ''  Alas ! 
lor  my  dwellynge  place  is  proloyned  or  y-made  fer,*  seU*  ioye  of 
paadysi  that  was  lost  hy  synne.  The  secounde  Tonuentotfr,  ^ 
hflde  him,  is  the  wrecchidnesse  of  this  worlde,  the  wiche  Tormentij^ 
ym  with  alman^r  of  peynis  &  wiecchidnesses.  The  thirde,  that 
slowhe  him,  is  dethe,  fe  whiche  iugylithe  and  sleithe  vs  alle.  The 
iiy.  y§t  doYoarithe  him,  hethe  wormes ;  for  when  a  man  doyithe,  he 
k  jwrm  to  the  mete  of  wormes.  And  therfore  the  iiij.  tormentotirs 
of  this  worlde  hethe  pe  prison)  of  this  worlde  or  exi],  ^e  wrecchid- 
neMe  of  the  worlde,  dethe,  and  wormes;  the  whiche  woUe  have 
TSDgeanJisand  peyne,  for  trespas  of  the  first  man),  vnto  the  ende  of  the 
woddeu  for  the  pivson)  holdi^  vs,  wrecchidnesse  of  the  worlde 
Inyngithe  in  alle  evelis,  de^  sle^  ys,  &  wormes  gnawi]>e  *  vs.  hat 
onre  lorde  Jhega  Crist,  sone  of  the  hie  Emperour,  toke  mercy  with 
him,  and  lepte  oust  hillis  and  dalis,  bcU.  feX  is  to  seye,  tiie  wrecchid- 
oeases  of  this  worlde,  and  enterid  the  prisoune  of  helle,  &  toke  vs 
oute.  whenne  mercy  sawe  this,  that  the  sarvaunt  was  tumid  ayene^ 
she  had  no  mater  to  playne,  ne  so^iastnesse  had  no  cause  to  pleyne, 
fiir  hir  fadir  was  founden)  true ;  and  Eyghtwyssenesse,''  the  thirde 
•ostsr,  was  not  pleyning,  for  in  the  transgression)  rightwyssenesse 
was  excusid,  so  fat  dethe  was  had  &  lyf  ayene,  perisshing*  &  fynd- 
ynge  ayen).  Then  pes  sejmge  hir  sistris  aUe  in  acorde,  and  Echon)  of 
hem  havinge  hir  purpose,  she  tumid  ayene ;  For  whenne  contencions 
ft  stryf  wef  cessid,  theid  pes  was  felashipid  among  hem).  And  now 
have  ye  hard  playnli  how  that  mercy  and  sothefiistnesse  mette  togeder, 
ftRightwisnesse  &  pes  kiste.  To  the  kyssyng  of  hevenliche  Eeconsi- 
liacion)  he  hringe  vs,  that  is  named  saluator  Ihesus,  Qui  cum  poire  ^e. 

^  leaf  173,  col.  1.        'mea,MS.        'for,  Ma        '  gnayithe,  MS. 
*  SothefattaeBse  k  Byghtwyaee,  MS. 
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[  XXXV.  ] 
THEODOSIUS  A  WISE  EMPJE?iJOUML 

(tHI  HAKPBB  AKD  THB  fishes.      BARL,  MS.  788S.) 

ifT^heodosiiis  Beigne<l  a  wyse  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Bomei  the 
I  whiche  louid  afore  al  othir  thingee  the  melody  of  ))e  haipe.  bit 
JL  happenid  oid  a  certeyne  day,  as  he  Bode  in  huntinge,  that  he 
haide  the  soone  of  a  Swete  harpe,an($  hit  was  so  swete  to  his  hert,  that 
he  thowte  that  he  was  Ravishid  in  him  selfe.  he  Eode  ahoute  this 
forest,  &  sowte  wher  this  harpe  myght  be  founde ;  an(¥  at  the  laste 
he  sawe  a  pore  man,  Sjrtting  be  a  water  syde,  harpynge :  &  fer  come 
crate  of  that  water  so  swete  a  melody,  that  the  Emperoai^  hard  nen^ 
non  suche  afoi^.  And  therfore  the  Emperoure  Spake  to  him,  and 
saide,  *'  how  is  this,  that  so  swete  a  melody  passithe  oute  of  thin 
harper'  "Sir,"  qnod  he,  "I  shalle  telle  yowe  the  sothe.  I  have 
dwelt  by  this  watir  vrith  my  wyf  and  with  my  chylderin  xxx.**  yei'; 
and  god  hathe  yeve  me  swiche  grace,  that  eu^  when  I  harpe  ther 
IS  so  gentil  a  melodie,  that  alle  the  fishis  in  the  water  comithe  evin 
to  myn)  honde,  and  so  I  take  my  sustenannce,  wherby  I,  &  my  wy^ 

>  leaf  178,  ool.  2. 

[Second  Venion.    Addit.  MS.  9066,  leaf  14.] 

[VIIL] 

THeodosins  reigned  in  Eome,  that  amonge  aH  the  goodes  of  the 
world  he  chose  the  harpe,  and  also  for  to  himte,  in  resonable  tyme. 
1[  It  happed  ^on  a  tyme,  as^  he  wente  to  hnnte,  he  herde  the 
melodie  of  an  harpe  with  so  swete  a  sowne,  that  he  was  ravisshed  from 
hym  self*  for  swetnesse.  He  went  aboute  the  forest  to'  fynde  the 
melodie.  And  in  the  ende  of  the  Forest  he  founde'  sittyng  a  poore  man, 
beside  a  watir,  havyng  in  his  honde  an  harpe,  Vmd  harped ;  ^  ofi  *the 
whiche  wente  oute  so  swete  a  melodie,  that  the  Emperour'  bought  he* 
herde  never ^  none  suche  before.  H  The  Emperour  said,  "frende,  I  pray 
the  telle  me,  how  so  swete  a  melodie  gothe  out  of  thyn)  harpe  ? "  %  he 
said,  **  I  and  my  wyf*  and  my  children)  have  dwelled  beside  Hhis 
water  ^  xxx.  wyntir,  and  god  hathe  yoven)^  me  grace,  that  whaa  I 
touche  myn)  harpe,  there  gothe  out  so  swete  a  sownde,  that  the 
fisshes  of  this  watir,  for  the^^  swetnesse  ^of  myn)  harpe  *^  cometh"  to 

'  ones  whaane.     .  '  for  to.        '  saw.        *  Om.        ^  leaf  14,  back.        *  bad. 
^  Om,        •  here  ibis.        »  gyf.         »•  Om.        "  Om.        »-  comyae. 
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ft  mj  ohQctoixi)  bethe  I-fonnde  and  susteynid.  but,  sir,  ther  [is]  a 
■iiicbe  aozowfnl  cas  ayenate  me,  for  in  Uiat  opere  side  is  an  hisser  or 
a  aiblatottr,  and  he  hissiihe  so  swetlye,  that  nowe  a-dayes  the  fisshe 
dfawithe  to  him,  &  levithe  me ;  and  fedov^  sir,  I  pxaye  yow  of  yotir 
halpe  a-yenst  this  hissei^."  ''I  shalle  yeve  the  goode  connseiii'/* 
quod  the  Emperour,  ^'  For  I  have  hex'  in  my  purse  a  golden)  hoke, 
tha  whiche  I  shalle  yeye  to  the ;  and  ^r-for  take  hit,  and  bynde  it 
to  the  ende  of  a  longe  yerde,  and  then  smite  ypon)  thin  harpe,  and 
lAat  tyme  ^u  seist  hem  mere  in  the  watdr,  draw  hem  with  the 
hdke  to  the  londe ;  Jmn  )Km  shidt  see  the  hissinge  of  the  hisser  shall 
do  the  none  harme."  ))enne  the  pore  man  was  glad,  and  dud  al  as 
the  £mp«rot0*  comanndid  him.  And  when  he  beganne  to  haipe^ 
ttw  fiflshis  gonne  meye  to  him-warde ;  and  when)  the  hisser  saw  that, 
ha  tumid  from)  that  place  withe  gret  confusion),  and  the  pore  nyui 
dwelt  atiUe  al  the  tyme  of  his  lyfe,  and  endid  gode  lyfe. 


MOBALITSB. 


1 
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Ow,  sirs,'  this  Empdrouro  is  Criste  Ihera,  that  lorid  welle  to  go 
aboute  huntinge  of  soulis  *in  forest,  Bed,  in  holy  chirche ;  ha 
>  Hortalitee,  H8.        *  sir,  Ha        '  leaf  178^  back,  od.  1. 
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myn)  honde,  and  so  I  take  hem ;  and  by  hem  I  and  my  wyf  and 
my  meyne  have  cure  sustenaunce  in  grete  plente.  IT  But  alias  for 
sorow !  for  ^rom  the '  other  partie  of  the  watir  there'  cometii  an 
hissai',  that  hissetii  so  swetely,  that  many  daies  the  flashes  lovdth* 
me,  and  got&^  to  his  hissyng;  and  theHbre^  in  this  nede  I  aske 
youre  helpe  agajni)  this  hissa^,  that  thus  disceiveth  me."  The 
EmpToui'  said,  ''I  have  here  in  my^  purse  a  golden)  hoke,  the 
whiche  I  shaH  yeve  the.  have  it,  and  bynde  it  fast  in  the  ende  of 
a  yerde,  and  touchc  th3m  harpe ;  and  with  this  hoke  thou  shaH  draw 
the  fishes  to  the^  lend,  and  Uie  hissyng  of  the  hissai^  shatt  not  availe 
agayn)  the  melodie  of  thyn)  harpe."  IT  The  poore  man  did  as  he  badde ; 
and  whan  he  smote  on  his  harpe,  the  fisshes  began  for  to  stere. 
The  hissare,*  whan  he  sawe  this,  with  shame  and  confusion)  he  went 
away ;  And  the  poore  man  dwelled  there  att  his  lyfe  aftir. 

Dedaraoio.     Prendos,  this  Emperoni^  is  our  lord  Ihe^  crist, 
that  mekeH  loved  to  hunte  after  soules  in  the  Forest,  that  is,  in  holy 

*  on  that.        •  Om,        *  Icve.        *  gone.        •  therfop,  sir.        •  this. 

'  Om.  •  hi8S3mg,  M8. 
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loviihe  wel  ihe  hatpe  of  holy  Soriptiiie  aiu)  of  iheologie.  pe  pore  mu^ 
that  nttiihe  by  the  water,  is  a  prschouie  or  a  prslat,  the  wiche  owithe 
to  aitte  by  the  worlde^  &  not  al  in  lut,  9eiL  not  to  yeye  hie  herte  in 
worldlineeee;  and  he  owithe  to  have  an  haipe  in  his  honde  of  holjr 
Boriptoie,  and  ik&t  with  to  worshipe  god,  after  the  seinge  of  the 
aalme,  Laudaie  eum  in  pealterio  ei  citJiera^  )»iB  la  to  aeye,  preyiiihe 
yooi^  lord  god  in  the  aawtrie  &  in  the  harpe.  Bat  in  dayes  thai 
beflie  now  prschoaxs  may  seye,  Alias  1  for  while  ^y  smitithe  the 
haipe^  80f7.  iqpeke  the  wordea  of  god,  Jmtd  oomithe  an  hisaer,  9ciL  fm 
devil,  &  he  whistelitha  00  swetly,  feX  finhis,  bcU.  tjjmen^  hBsoAm 
no  worde  of  god,  but  tnmithe  hem  to  dilectadoii)  of  synne,  to 
whiohe  the  deoil  temptitha  hem.  for  the  devil  hissithe  be  matxg^ 
dinerse  weyee, — is  how!  For  he  maki]>e  some  to  alepe,  that  they  heif 
not  the  wordea  of  god ;  and  eom  he  makithe  to  chatir  faste ;  ani 
hem  ^  he  may  not  make  chataiy  ne  alepe,  ha  makithe  hem  to  hjKwm 
liile  awettneaae  or  noD)  to  the  woide  of  god ;  and  aome  he  m^lri'^ihff 
to  leve  ye  gode  wordea  of  god,  ao  that  in  aome  anare  or  grynne  he 
woUe  caoohe  hem.  loo  1  mail),  al  thea  hiaaingea  hatha  fe  deviUa, 
ion  to  de^  the,  and  to  dzawe  the  fro  ^  worde  of  god ;  and  theif or 
it  IB  nedefuUe  to  enery  prelate  or  praohonre,  that  hatha  aogettea  to 
goname,  to  take  an  hoke,  aoi/.  to  aake  the  grace  of  god  ajenat  thea 

[Second  Venian.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

chirohe ;  and  moche  he  loved  the  harpe  of  dyvynyte,  and  of  tha 
wyaedome  of  god.  IT  The  poore  man,  that  aatte  by  ihe  watir,  ia  tha 
prelate  or  the  prechooz'  of  goddea  worde,  that  oweth  to  aitte  beaida 
the  world  and  not  in  the  world,  that  oweth  to  have  the  harpe  of 
holy  acriptore,  and  with  that  praiae  god,  and  fiaahea,  that  bo 
aynnera,  to  draw  hem  out  of  thia  world ;  IT  unde  Aalmiato,  In  fympano 
ei  ChorOf  &c  Bat  the  prechour  may  aey,  Allaa  I  allaa !  for  while  I 
amyte  on  the  harpe,  that  ia,  while  I  preche  or  teche  holy  written 
the  hiaaai^  ia  there,  that  ia,  tiie  devell',  that  atrengtK  hymael^  ao 
awetely  to  hyaae,  that  the  fiaahea,  that  be  aynnera,  here  not  the  words 
of  god,  bat  toiaetli  hem  to  delitea  and  vanyteea.  IT  For  the  devett 
hyaaeth  and  tempteth  men  in  many  manera  in  the  aermoD).  Soma 
he  maketh  for  to  alepe ;  Some  he  maketii  to  langle ;  and  some  ha 
maketh  to  have  no  aavoor'  in  goddea  worde ;  and  aome  he  maketlL 
for  to  go  away  from  the  Sermon.  IT  Therfore  it  ia  fuH  spedefoH  for 
every  prelate  or  prechooi',  that  he  pat  the  hoke  of  goddea  gFMS 
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liiittirfr ;  &  io  wM  giaoe  he  ahalla  diawe  manj  qmn^res  oute  of 
1(711110  to  koTWie.  he  biinge  yb  thedir.  Qui  eum  poire  ^  fpiritu 
maii^regnaipm%efQia/  Amen. 

[  XXXVI. 
SOLEMinS  WAS  imSEBOUR. 
(thi  ouimnro  or  thb  uKTAiTHruL  stiwabd.    habl.  jot.  78SS.) 

SQlemiiis  was  Emperome  in  the  dtte  of  Bome^  the  whiche  hadde 
Adowttfrthatwftsfau'aiulgloriotu  tothe  syteof  meii);  an  J  he 
lonicl  hir  so  muche,  that  he  ordeynici  to  kepe  hir  n jght  &  da j 
viUkT.  annedknyghtes;  &he  ordeynici  a  gret  master,  sotil  &  eonnynge 
m  many  oafftet  an  J  arte*,  for  to  Enf orme  &  for  to  theche  the  knijtai 
the  best  manar  wher  by  thei  myght  kepe  the  mayde.  Also  this  Em- 
p«viiie  hafll  a  grehoonde^  that  he  loyii)  moehe ;  A  he  bad  the  master 
ef  knijtis  to  kepe  him  welle  eke.  And  after  this,  the  Emperour 
made  a  stiwaide  'in  his  Louse,  oner al  thes.  So  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
is  he  lay  in  his  bed,  he  thowte  to  Yidte  ^  holy  londe,  &  he  thowte 
to  folfille  it  in  dede ;  and  he  ordeynid  ^eref ore  and  made  al  thinge 

>  leaf  178,  back,  ooL  2. 

[Second  Venion.    AddU.  MS.  9066.] 

igayn)  the  Sibilacions  and  temptacions  of  the  fende,  by  ^the  whiche 
he  may  the  rathei'  drawe  hem  to  heven).  To  the  whiche  place  god 
biynge  ts  !    Amen. 

[IX.] 

POlemins  reigned  in  Home,  that  had  but  oo  donghtur,  that  was  to 
afi  men  gracious,  the  whiche  the  fadir  loved  ^ek^  IT  And  so 
this  Emperour'  ordeyned  y.  knytes  to  kepe  wele  his  doughtir 
bothe  day  and  nyght ;  and  over'  the  knyghtes  he  ordeyned  a  maister 
of  dyverse  artes,  that  shuld^  enf  orme  the  knyghtes  how  thei  myght 
kepe  wele  'this  maiden).^  Also  the  Emperoui^  hadde  a  Greyhound^ 
that  he  loved  /  and  toke  hym  to^  the  maister  of  the  knyghtes,  that 
he  shnld  have  hym  in  kepyng.  IT  He  made  also  a  Steward  in  his 
house.  Whan  eSL  this  was*  ordeyned,  as  he  lay  ones  in  his  bedde, 
he  thought  he  wolde  yisite*  the  holy  lond.  IT  And  whan  he  hadde '^ 
ordeyned  afi  thyng  for  his  lomay,^^  he  called  to  hym  his  Steward, 

'  leal  15.        '  in  10  myoh  that  he.        '  on.        *  he  sholde.         '  the  mayde, 

*  loued  mjcb.  "^  Om,  *  was  done  and.  *  deejre. 

*•  had  done  and.  "  way. 
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redy  for  his  viage.  And  when  al  thing  was  Bedj,  he  clepici  to  him 
his  stiwarde,  and  saide,  ''  frend  myn),  I  purpose  to  go  to  the  holy 
londe,  &  ther-for  I  commytte  to  ^y  powei'  my  dowter  )Mtt  I  lore 
moche  as  myn)  oune  harte ;  and  ther-for  I  charge  the  she  want  noth- 
ynge,  but  pat  she  have  alio  thinge  that  a  goode  virgine  shulde  have, 
that  may  tome  hir  to  loye  and  to  comforte.  Also  pat  ^ow  do  woUe 
wtt/t  my  grehounde."  And  he  [saide],  "  I  leve  in  to  thi  kepinge 
the  V.  kni)te9,  that  bethe  the  keperes  of  my  dowt^,  |»at  hem  want 
or  kk  nothing ;  and  yf  ]K>a  do  al  this  wele  in  myn)  absence,  ^ow 
shalt  have,  when)  I  come  home  ayene,  faiie  yilies  and  grete  ayaans- 
mente^."  Thenne  saide  the  stiwarde,  ^^aer,  whan  ye  go,  I  piaj 
god  go  with  yowe,  and  yooie  wille  shalle  be  folfillid  towching  mj 
persone."  the  Emperouie  yede  to  the  holy  londe^  and  the  stiwaide 
kepte  wel  his  charge  a  longe  tyme  aftir  his  goynge;  til  in  a  oerteyns 
day  he  sawe  the  danus^  walke  by  hir  solve  in  a  gardyii).  po  was 
he  Bavashid  into  the  love  of  hir,  and  yede  to  hir,  and  ayenrte  hir 
wille  lay  be  hir  in  synne ;  and  when  the  synne  was  I-do,  he  hatid  hir 
more  than  euer  he  did  eny  creature,  &  put  hir  oute  of  the  palyse,  in 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

and  said  to  hym,  ''  Frende,  I  wille  ^  go  to  the  holy  lond,  and  first  I 
leve  to  the  my  doughtir,  for  to  kepe  as  myn)  owne  hert;  and  I* 
comaunde  the,  that  she'  defaute  of  none^  thyng,  but  'to  have^  att. 
loye  and  gladnesse,  as  longeth^  to  a  maiden)^  for^  to  have.  IT  Also 
the  V.  knyghtes  I  leve  to  the,  that  are  kepers  of  my  doughtii^,  and* 
none  of  hem  have  defaute.  IT  Also  that  thou  norissh  my  Greyhound,^* 
as  'is  necessary  for  hym  ;^^  and  yf  thou  do  this  trewly,  as  I  have 
said,  thou  shalt  have  grete  mede  whan  I  come  aga>n)«"  Th6 
Steward  said,  **  In^'  as  moche  as  I  may,  I  shall  fulfillo  youre  wille.** 
IT  Whan  this  was  said,  the  Emperour  toke  his  way  to  the  holy  lon^ 
Wd  the  Steward  kept  the  ordenaunce  a  while  after  the  Emperour 
was  gone.^  If  But^*  it  'befelie  vpon)**  a  day,  that  the  Steward  saw  'the 
maiden)^*  walke  in  the  gardeyn),  and  anoh)^^  he  was  taken)  iu  her  love ; 
wherfore  anon),  agayii)  her  wille,  he  defouled  her.  IT  Whan  he  hadde 
synned  with  hei',  he  had  her  more  in  hate  than  he  before  loved  het  ;^ 

'  wole,  pamm,        *  Om,        '  »he  haue.        ^  na        *  Om. 
*  it  faUyth.        ^  mayde.        '   On.        *  that        **  grehoundyt. 
"  it  is  neoeflsarious  for  hem.  '*  Syr,  io. 

"  The  atnard  whan  he  mw  thii^  the  Emperour  was  gone,  a  while  he  kept 
his  ordenauiis. 

•*  Om.      •*  fllle  on.       »•  this  mayde.      '»  Om,      "  her  with  all  his  hert. 
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SO  mncbe  that  for  de&Tte  she  beggici  hir  brede  fro  doi'  to  doi'.  And 
whieid  the  kni^tei  aawe  that  the  was  aweje,  thei  yede  to  the  stjwaKl 
and  patte  to  him  suche  a  dyme.  What  dude  he  but  yede,  &  spo j- 
led  al  the  kni^tsf  of  hir  goodes,  and  put  hem  oute  of  the  palya. 
whenne  thej  weie  putte  oate  of  the  palyse,  some  of  hem,  for  defaute 
of  godes,  bioome  thevis,  some  man-kiJlersy  and  dude  muche  harme ; 
and  whan  ^  master  of  the  knijtef  saw  this,  he  blamid  him ;  &  ^ere- 
tos  lis  slowhe  him  anoii).  pe  stiwarde  kepte  wele  the  grehoonde, 
bat  at  ^  lasts  he  brak  loos,  anci  Banne  aweye.  At  the  laste  tithinges 
some  to  the  Stiwanl,  that  the  Emperour  drewe  homeward,  and  wolle 
sone  be  at  home,  the  stiwarde  thoaght  to  him  aelfe,  '*  hit  may  not 
be  but  I  shalle  be  aocusid  of  my  wicked  service,  ^at  I  have  done. 
Ahal  I  shall  do  wel  ynow;  my  lorde  is  gracious,^  &  thor-for  I  shall 
go  my  selfe»  &  accuse  me^  &  put  me  in  his'  grace."  when  the  sty- 
ward  haide  telle,  that  the  lord  was  nye  at  the  palys,  the  styward 
made  him  nakid,  and  toke  i\j.  cordes  in  his  honde,  &  met  so  with  his 

>  gnusionns,  Ma  '  leaf  174,  ooL  1. 
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wherfore  he  put  her  out  of  the  paleys.  Than  the  maiden),'  for  grete 
defaute,  begged  from  dorre  to  dorre  hei'  mete.  H  The  knyghtes,  that 
were  the  kepers,  Vhan  thei  perceyved  this,'  thei  blamed  the 
Steward  for  his  dede.  IT  Whan  ^e  Steward'  had  herd  hor  vndir- 
tftkyni;,^  he  dispoyJed  the  knyghtes  of  aU  her  goodes,  and  put  hem 
out  of  the  paleys  ^of  the  £mp«roui^;  and^  afterward  some  of  the 
knyghtes  were  theves,*  for  defaute;  and  some  were  robbers  and 
ravenours,  and  did  mekeH  wikkednesse.  IT  Whan  the  maister  wist  of 
this,  he  blamed  sharply  the  Steward,  bothe  for  the  doughtir  and  for 
'the  kuyghtes.  anon)  the  Steward  for  angre  slougli  the  maiBter  of* 
the  knyghtes.  H  After'  this  the  Steward  herd  tydynges,  that  the 
Emperour  was  comyng  homeward,  than  he  Vas  aferde  gretly' 
with  in  hym  self*,  and  thought,  "it  may  not  be,  but  I  shall  be 
accused  of  my  trespasse ;  and  I  ^know  wele^^  my  lord  the  Emperour 
is  mercifuft.  IF  It  in  better  to  me  Hhat  I ''  with  mekcnesse  go "  agayn) 
hym,  and  accuse  my  self*,  and  aske  lus  mercy,  before  that  other  ^gone 
and^  shew  my  trcspace  to  n)y  lonl."  IT  The  Steward  anon)  put  of  sli 
his  clothes,  oute  take  his  sherte,  and  his  breche ;  and  thre^^  cordes  he 
toke  in  his  right  honde,  and  bare  foote  he  wente  to  mete  the 

*  muyde, patsim,        *  Oin^        'he.        ^  yndunilcyng.         *  Om, 

•  gpete  theves.       '  leaf  15,  back.       •  A  none.       •  ferid  grete.       *•  wele  inowe. 

'rOm.  'Vtogo.  "go.  **the,  MS. 
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lorde ;  and  when  the  fimperoni'  aaw  Uie  stiwanl  come  ayenste  him  in 
Bwiche  amj,  he  maryaylid  hilie  in  his  herte.  And  when  the  Stiwaid 
oome  in  to  him,  he  knelid  downe,  and  salnde  the  EmperoMr.  }>ennA 
the  Empdnmie  seyde^  "sey,  man,  how  ia  it,  ^  thowe  metist  me  in 
awiche  a-Say,  aithe  thow  art  my  atiward,  ft  aholdeat  have  mette  wt tJ^ 
me  withe  a  gret  hoatt "  ''A  1  loide/'  quod  th^  atiward,  **  ther  is  hap- 
pid  wtt^  me  swiohe  a  eaa  aithe  ye  went,  ^t  it  ia  moat  aemynge  that 
I  mete  wtt^  yow  thus."  *^what  cas  ia  that!**  saide  the  Emparoore. 
'^  A I  air,  ye  moat  aake  of  me  fixate  whi  and  wherf ore  I  bei^  thea  i^. 
cordea  in  my  honda"  **  whi,"  quod  the  Emperonre,  '^beriat  faa  ^ 
ig.  cordea!"  ''air,"  aaide  he,  ''^  first  cord  is  to  bynd  me  honde 
ft  fote,  and  that  so  strongly,  til  blode  breat  oute  in  eche  side,  for  I 
hare  wel  deeerrid  hit ;  The  secounde  ooide  is  to  bynde  me  to  the  fete 
of  horse,  so  longe,  til  tyme  pat  ]>e  pavement  have  I-frett  the  fleahe  fro 
the  bone,  for,  air,  that  peyne  ia  litle  I-nowhe  in  sight  of  the  traepaa 
that  I  have  treapaaaid  to  yowe  ^ ;  and  the  thirde  corde  ia  to  honge 
me  withe  in  a  lebette,  so  longe,  til  tyme  that  briddiB  come  to  my 
body,  and  have  etyn  hit  vp,  for,  aix',  this  pe3rne  is  litil  y-now  for 

'  your,  ICa 
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Empsronre.  IT  And^  whan  the  Emperom*  sawe  him  aferie  in  aoche 
amye,  he  mervailed.  the  Steward,  whan  hia*  lord  come  nere^'  he 
Imeled  dovme,  and  aalnted  hym.  %  The  Emperour  said,  **  how  ia  it 
with  the,  that  in  soche  fonne  Oiou  comeat  ayenst^  met"  IT  !'My 
lord,"  he  said,  ''there  ia  ^en)  agaynat*  me  a  grevoua  caase."  The 
emperonz'  said,  "What  is  that!"  "Al  my  lord,  ye*  must  aake 
me^  first  whi  y  here  thise  iy.  cozdes  in  myn)  hands."  The  Em- 
peroni^  said,  "Whi  berest  tikon  tho  iij.  coides  in  thyn)  hande!" 
"  Sir,"  he  said,  "  the  first  corde  ii  to  bynde  me  hande  and  foote^  ao 
longe  and  so  stiongely,  vnto  the  bloode  gone*  ont  on  every'  parte, 
for  I  have  wele  deserved  it ;  IT  The  seconde  corde  ^*  is  for  to  ^we  me 
with^  on  the  pament,  so  longe,  tiUe  the  stones  departe  the  flessH 
from  the  bones  ;^  for  this  payne  ia  to  me^  profite,  for  the  treepaase 
that  I  have  done  agayna  ^^  yon ;  H  The  thirde  corde  ii  to  hange  me  with^ 
on  the  Gebety  so  longe,  ^tUle  the^  briddes  of  heven  come  dovme,  and 
aitte  on  my  hede,  and  my  ^^  body,  and  fille  hem  on^  my  flessli ;  for 

'  Om.        '  the.        '  nere  hjin.        *  ajene.        *  agajme.        '  he  wyde,  ye. 

^  Ow^        •go.        *  either  ether.        *«  Om.        "  Om.        <*  body. 

''Om.         "agayne;         '*  Om.  ••vnto.  "  oa  my.  *•©! 
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nriflha  a  trespas  as  I  liaTe  I-do  to  jowe.  &  ))«ref or,  gncioos  lords,  I 
mIgb  gnoe  ft  hmtoj,  for  I  dar  not  oonfesse  myn  synne^  tyl  tyme  that 
I  banra  gnnnt  of  yoaie  giaoe."  ^'Sej  what  hit  1%"  quod  the  Empar- 
oir,  **&»  lolhelj  ^u  shalt  hare  grace,  what  ao  ei^re  hit  he,  for  the 
gnt  pite  that  I  have  now  in^  oontrioioiud  aocl  lowneese."  '^  Allaal 
iMde^"  aaide  he^  '*  f or  I  have  atohie  the  floore  of  yirginitee  fio  jomt 
doiitff%a]ul  pot  hir  out  of  the  palia,  that  I  wot  welle,  For  grete  fitTte 
dwIiQggithehirmetefrodoi' todoi';  and,  air,  ^i  knijtea  I  haTe  Bob- 
US  ft  q^led,  and  put  hem)  oute  of  the  palya,  )Mtt  for  miachef  thai 
Bobhitha  and  apoylithe,  for  hir  lyf-lode ;  and  the  master  of  hem  I 
hare  alayne ;  bat  thi  grehounde  I  f edde  wele,  and  tyde  him  with  a 
shfljne^  bat  he  brake  his  eheyne,  and  Ban)  awey,  that  I  not  wher  he 
k"  when  the  Emperour  haide  thea  wordea,  he  waa  hili  meyid  in 
mynde,  ft  thooght  that  it  was  a  cnrsid  man);  and  )k)  he  seyde  thns, 
**  ft  hast  thowe  ^  f oylid  my  dowter,  and  put  hir  oute  of  the  palis,  (hat 
I  kmd  so  moohe ;  ft  hast  ^a  pat  oute  and  Bobbid  my  t.  gode  knijiea, 
ft  alayne  the  master,  hir  techer !  Now  for  sothe,  ft  be  seyntet  that  I 

>  leaf  174,  od.  2. 
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this  payn)  longetll  to  trespassonrs  snche  as  I  am.  Therfore,^  graciooa 
lord,  have  mercy  on  me,  for  I  dare  not  ahew'  my  trespasse,  tille  I 
liaye  grace."*  T  The  Emperoor  said,  "'I  yeve  the  grace."*  IT  Than* 
Jih»  Steward  said,  **  alias  I  alias  I  I  haye  defouled  youre  dougfatir, 
and  pat  her  out  of  youre  paleys,  and  for*  defeiute  ahe  aeketS  her 
brsde  from  dorre  to  dorre.  IT  Also  the  knyghtea  I  haye  dispoyled, 
whscfore  for  defaute  some  are  theves,  and  some  Vtre  rayenours;'  4  and 
the  maister  of  the  knygfates  I  haye  slayn).  But  the  Greyhound  I 
haye  f  edde  right  wele,  and  *  in  as  moche  as  I  myght,  and  bound 
hym'  by  a  chayne ;  but  he  brake  the  chayne,  and  rynnetii  aboute 
the  countre."  IT  Whan  the  Emperour  had^*  herde  this,  he  was  gretely 
stered  with  in  hym  self,  and  said, "  hast  thou  corrupt  my  doughtir, 
that  I  loye  so  moche;  and  put  out  my  knyghtes,  and  slayn)  the 
maister  of  the  knyghtea,  and  that  I  loyed  leest,  that  is,  the  Grey- 
hound, to  hym  thou  toke  ^^  grete  kepet   ^And  I  had^'  not  before 

'  Mi.        '  shew  to  yoo.        *  be  certified  of  yonr  merey.    And  than. 
^  I  w  thi  grete  mekenjBS  and  oontricions^  thorfora  telle  me  thi  trespas,  for 
ihoa  riialte  ffiide  meroy." 

*  Om.        *  for  grete.        ^  grete  robbers.        *  'Om.        '  Otm. 
**0m.  "leaf  16.  "HadL 
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have  sowte,  wei'  not  that  I  gnimtiil  to  the  grsee,  ^w  ahnldeit 
•Mipe  fe  foulest  dethe  ^  I  ooade  detne  ;  Neuerjielea  m^  worde  i 
Bto&de,  and  }aa  ait  a  wyli'  felgvre.  \}oa  shalt  go  now,  &  aeohe 
dowbr,  for  tbow  ihalt  vedde  hir  to  wy  fe  ;  an4  yf  any  hume  oc 
to  hir  faeiu  forwaid  in  thi  dsfaote,  110^7  ^on  shalt  have  dol 
yvjjiB,  and  go  biTnge  the  kmjtea  ayene,  and  setts  hem  aa  the;  « 
and  Beaton  hem  to  hir  goodea  STene,  and  alao  the  greho<mde,  1 
4ye  him  stitm^fe;  ^  ^an  neuer  moi*  f»  hennys  fortheward 
iounda  de&vte  in  the,  towching  eny  of  them."  Then  the  stiw 
kndid,  and  thookid  the  Emperoaie  for  his  mercy  Se  grace ;  and  y 
aborte  in  the  Empii'  to  seche  the  mayde,  the  knijtes,  &  the  1 
honnde ;  &  he  fonde  hem,  &  biovt  hem  home,  and  wAA  giete  1 
ahipe  veddid  the  mayde,  and  fiestorid  ayens  the  goodea  to  the  kni] 
And  Endid  fail*. 

KOBILITIE.' 

Eie  bretherin),  this  Emperaora  is  onre  loide  Ihaa  Criete ; 

bii*  dovter  is  the  sonle  of  man,  made  to  his  owns  likenesae ;  ^ 

>  HortalltM,  Ma 
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forgeTen  the,  and  so  mekeH  have  loved  thi  self,  I  shuld  h 
eondempned  the  to  the  moat  foule  deth.  V  Therfore  go  aDon>,  i 
brynge  agayn)  my  donghtir,  for  thou  shalt  have  her  to  wyp;  and 
'she  falle  in*  any  evd^  thnigh'thi  defaute  from*  hens  forwan 
shidl  doable  thi  poyne.  V  Go  also,  and  btyng  agayn)  my  knyghte 
her  first  dignyte,  and  yeld  hem  agayn)  aH  that  thou  hast  tskciit  fl 
hem ;  and  the  maistei  also.  Y  And  seke  diligently  the  Qreyhou 
tille  thou  have  foimde  hym ;  and  than  bynde  hym  fast,  that  f 
'hens  forward*  no  defaute  bo  fnunde  in  the  of  ih  thiw."  ^ ' 
Steward,  whan  he  had'  herd  this,  he  lowted  downe,  and  than 
Hhe  Emp«r»ur'  of  hia  grete  mercy ;  and  went  than  thuigK  aft 
Empire,  and  Vi  he'  sought,  and  brought  agayn)  the  dim^til  1 
^grete  woiihipp  ;  IT  and  brought  agaytf'  the  knyghtM  Ho  alt 
goodes  ;■  and  than"*  wedded  the  'dougbtir,  and"  lived  in  pease 
'her  ly?  tyme"  aftir. 

SmIitmIo.    Frendee,  this  £mp«rour  is  001*  lorde  Ihem  c 
The  faire  donghtir  ii  the  aoole,  made  to  the  likenesae  of  god.    ' 

'  thcr  tails,         '  ia.         '  Om.        '  hsni  forUM  wars.  *  Om. 

•  hym.         '  Ob.         '  Oik.         '  and  the  grehooiide.         "  Om. 

"  doughtnr  with  grste  worship ;  and  raatorj'd  sgajtie  to  the  knrgbtes 
goodea  that  he  bad  take  away,  and  so.  "  his  Ijte, 
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kn^tes  beth  the  t.  wittei^  annici  iborow  yertu  of  baptismey  an  J  tbet 
beihe  yeva  to  kepe  tbe  botIo.  tbe  master  of  the  kmfim  ia  Reeo^ 
Aa  afciwaid  ia  00017  Ivaer  to  wbom  god  bathe  yeven  a  sowle  to  kepe, 
Tp  payne  of  laajiige  of  eutfrlaatiiige  lyffe.  But  then  the  wiecchici 
MBid  ofka  tymaa  bathe  no  mynde  of  perilia  that  bethe  comynge ;  A 
}mi  he  kaithe  hia  aonle  by  aynne,  &  pnttithe  it  oute  from)  the  palya 
af  bairane^  and  ao  it  gothe  fro  doi'  to  doi^  aa  a  cornipt  and  a  filid 
yngine.  ft  abo  he  pnttithe  onto  the  v.  knijtM,  tciL  ^t  ib  to  aeye, 
ynwittai^  and  apoylithe  hem  of  good  vertuea ;  and  ao  anm  of  hem 
b^  thero,  &  aome  Imdaynea.  ao  ye  eijte  see^  vnlef  al  mtea,  pe  eria 
httynge  Tshoneat  and  ynleful  talkingea,  lesynge^,  &  bacbitinge^,  and 
iahfccionni;  and  no  ^wonder,  for  hir  gon«mo«r,  «ei7.  Beson);  is  alayne, 
aa  ofte  aa  a  man  is  gon^mid  by  seDsoalite,  and  by  aterynge  of  fleahe, 
and  not  by  BeaoD).  but  the  grehounde,  scil.  the  fleshe,  is  I-fed 
dajniili,  ft  bonnde  wtt^  the  chayne  of  luste,  the  whiche  ofte  tymea 
bfakithe,  ft  dotha  many  Evelia.  but^  airs,  pe  Emperoore  eomithe 
nowa  fieo  the  holy  londe,  9CiL  oni^  lorde  Ihe^a  Criste  is  to  come  fo)m) 
the  holy  londe^  sdL  from)  hevene,  to  )>e  dome ;  and  ther-for,  yf  we 
dowyaely,  late  tb  do  aa  the  Stiwaid  did,  when  he  harde  telle  of  the 

>  leaf  174,  baek,  ool.  1. 
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▼•  knyghtes  are  oure  v.  witter,  armed  by  the  yertu  of  oure  baptyme ; 
Ihiae  are  yeyeii)  to  kepe  ^e  soole.  The  maister  of  knyghtes  is  Beson), 
that  oweth  to  rewle  the  wittes ;  The  Greyhounde  is  the  flessh.  IT  The 
Steward  is  eyery  man,  to  whom  is  yeven)  a  soole  to  kepe  of  god, 

yXD)  payn)  of  evei'  lastyng  dothe.  IT  But  wrecched  man  thynkes  not 
thinges  that  are  to  come,  but  ofte  sithea  defooleth  the  aoule  witll 
ajnne,  and  put  her  out  of  the  paleys ;  and  she  gothe  from  doorre  to 
done,  that  is,  from  synne  ynto  synne.  IT  And  the  y.  knyghtes,  that 
are  the  y.  wittes,  that  were  put  out,  and  made  theyes  and  rayenours, 
that  is,  sight,  that  seeth  ynlef utt  thynges,  and  [heryng,  that]  gladly 
heretli  lesynges  and  sclaunderyngee ;  and  thus  of  att  the  other  wittes. 
IT  And  tbe  maister  of  the  wittes  is  Resou),  whiche  is  slayh)  whan  man 
is  rewled  by  wills,  and  not  by  reson);  and  whan  wille  is  rewled  by 
leaon),  than  is  the  maister  Bmoxi)  brought  alyye  agayii).  IT  But  the 
Oreyhounde  is  the  flossh,  whiche  is  deyntely  fedde,  and  bounded 
witii  the  che3rne  of  lust ;  tbe  whidl  he  ofte  breketh,  and  geteth  hym 
manyeyels.  IT  But  weteth  wole,  the  Emperour  is  to  come,  that  is^  om« 
lord,  to  the  dom^  do  thou  therfore  aa.  the  stewaid  did,  and  make 
GESTA.  10 
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eMiyngs  of  bk  loide,  ml  tor  to  tbiske  that  dertUi  iiktf  al  tki 

iroridi  wolk  aoeisa  tb  to  liim,  b«t  yf  wo  oomo  mM,  adJ  aooiise  ous 

iilT«io.    Axid  ^tfriofo  lot  Tt  do  awoy  oiaiB  olotfaiiigey  jetX  oam  oldo 

Iftf^adUgfiiy,  eotdM  in  oitfo  hondei^  J0tl  oi#  to  bjnde  ta  with,  jei?« 

aoiitrioioMO ;  tiM  whioba  byiidttha  xwt  Only  k)Bdia  &  Irto,  Iml  al  tho 

aambrii  of  Tabo^  inwantfaiid  oittwafd  bit  #wo  lobyidoaoafcraa^jg 

Ihaft  Tnto  tiia  tTina  fa^  tbo  bloodf^  aoi?.  ^jnuM^  go  airoje  m  wotrj 

igrda  j  for  aa  ^  apoatla  aaitha^  In  g^acurnqm  kora  iD(i^$mmrU  pecem* 

k>r,  adlrtia'  ert'l,  ^  ia  to  mje^  In  wbat  tjriM  or  in  what  bonta  tbo 

Mjmktr  ia  oontiita  or  aoiy  for  hia  syimya,  ba  abaUa  ba  aai     Ibo 

aaeocmda  ooida^  tbat  ia  to  dfawa  bim  bjr  tba  patjniaiit,  ia  eoitlaoaoJt 

of  thi  notttbei  ahewinga  tU  Uiii]^  ho  tba  bagynnyng  of  tbi  parflto 

diaaraeioi])  m  to  that  daye  of  oonfcadon^;  and  fir%  withe^  scU*  with 

aonfasaioai))|  ^w  Ornate  to  ba  dmwa  ao  longe,  ^  tyma  tbat  tba 

iaaboi  Bed.  dalaetaciouna  of  flesabely  aflaoeionfia,  ba  RabbiJ  away, 

fma  the  bona,  seit,  ^  mynde,  by  fe  atoaia  of  panaitsiaei  for  aa  tbo 

aloii  ia  baida  in  falinge^ao  ia  panaunoabavi  in  attffatyng.    pe  cordoi 

lliat  thow  aholdaata  bara  to  bonge  tba  w^tA,  ia  satiafaceioii^;  for  tbo 

Apottel  aaitbOi  8u§pcndlum  Xligit  anima  meOf  Thia  ia  to  aaya»  My* 

aoule  bathe  choson)  bongment ;  for  Bi(^  aa  a  thinge  is  Raysi J  fro  ye 

■  lalii^MS. 
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aaHft&eoioii) ;  and  thou  owaat  to  thynk*  that  tba  world  and  tha  faode 
ahitH  accnaa  tba  bat  yf*  thou  fiiat  rynna  to  goJ,  pa  tha  Steward  did, 
and  make  aatisiaccioi]^  ioat  thi  aynne.  IT  Firat  do  of  thi  clothea,  that 
iiy  thya^  olde  ev^  lyf*,  and  b«ra  ig.  aoidaa  in  thi  bonda.  the  firat 
aofde  ia  to  bynda  tiia  witb;  thia  corde  ia  ^coniTioioii)|  tha  wbicha 
owatb  not  to  bynda  alone  tha  handea  and  faata,  but  all  tha  membreai 
wiOi  in  fortha  and  witll  onte,  ao  longe  and  ao  atroi^ohri  vnto  the 
bloode,  that  ia  aynne^  go  out  to  every  parte ;  For  aa  the  appostla 
adtli,-^  In  what  bonre  a  aynnai^  aorowatn  for  bis  synnes,  be  shidl  be 
aa^.  V  The  aaoond  oorde  ia  to  diawe  the  witk;  that  ia  oonfeasion), 
thul  owatk  to  drawe  tba  from  tha  b«gynnyng  of  thi  lif*  Tnto  thia 
diOTf  by  the  pament  of  thy  aumtbei  so  longe,  mto  thi  flessb,  that  iBt 
Mbetaeioa)  of  flaasb,  be  departed  by  the*  atonea  of  penannce ;  %  For 
aa  thoaloiia  ia  barda^  ao  is  panaunoa  baxde  to  the  doei^.  IT  The  third 
aaada  ia  to  hange  tha  witbp  tbat  is^  on  the  Gebet  of  satiaiiMcioti) ;  01 
tha  wtaidl  bangyng*  qMkatb  tha  oippcM^f  and  aaitk.  My  aoula  natk 

»laafl6,  INM^  *«hf,.US. 
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erthe  by  hongynge,  Right  so  is  the  synf uUe  Eaisi()  fro  synnys  to  go<), 
by  honging  of  Satigfaccion).  And  thenne  he  owithe  to  be  so  longe  in 
the  lebette,  ictt.  in  f olffllinge  of  astkfoccioii},  til  tymc  fat  briddee,  $ea. 
aogeke  of  heyene,  be  fillid  with  his  goode  iroikis;  for  it  ib  eeide 
OuMf  Maim  goMdnm  Ed  in  cdo  coramanQelit  deiwjpervfiopeeeahre 
pmiienetam  agaUe,  ^uam^  «npm  ^mmagMa  nouem  uuto$  nan  IncU- 
gmim  pnttUnekaOt  ^ie  ie  to  sey,  it  is  mox^  loye  in  hevene  by-f oi'  }e 
eopgalit  of  god  vponi)  oo  eynnsr  doyng  penaonooy  yui  vpon)  nynfyo 
A  i^yne  Inst  men)  or  Bightwie  men  that  nedithe  no  penaonce.  And 
fmrlan,jt  thow  do  en,  sgU.  honge  the  so  in  the  lubett  off  Satiifacoion), 
Soihely  then  the  Einptfroure  of  hevene  wolle  have  compassion)  and 
fitoe  of  f^t  and  yeve  the  mercye.  And  when  the  stiwarde  hade 
gnMe^heyedeaboatetheEmpireyandsomoet^udOyfct/.  goaboute 
tU  doynge  of  din^ne  weikes  of  mtfrcye,  til  thow  have  f ounde  thi 
tOQle  ayene,  }ai  thow  haddist  loste,  and  bring  hir  ayene  to  the  palys 
of  kolye  ohixcbe.  &  sette  thenne  ^i  v.  wittis  in  a  Bight  staty  & 
fooerne  hem  wel ;  &  bzyng  home  thi  grehounde,  sciL  the  fleshe,  and 
kd0  it  so  scanlyi  that  hit  breke  no  more  loos;  and  so  fro  that  tyme 
fosihewaid  so  goa^nie  thi  lyf,  that  it  hap  the  nomoi'  to  miarole  noos) 
of  hem ;  and  then,  wit^  oute  dowte,  ^u  pursuest  for  )>e  lyf  that 
tuer  shalle  hste  in  blisse.    Ad  quoin  nos  perducat  *  &c. 

>  quia,  H8.  '  leaf  174»  book,  ool.  2.         '  poiducat,  Ma 
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dioseid  hangyng;  for  as  a  man  by  hangyng  is  lifte  vp  from  the 
erthe.  Bight  so  a  synner  is  lifte  vp  from  S3mne  to  god,  by  hangyqg 
of  satisbccioid.  and  he  oweth  to  hahge  so  lonoe,  vnto  ttie  brKides 
of  heven),  that  be  the  aunsels  of  god,  come  downe,  and  be  fol- 
fllled  of  his  flessh,  that  is,  of  the  good  werkes ;  IT  For  it  is  mors  grelter 
loye  to  the  anngels  in  heven  of  a  syunei'  that  dothe  penannce  ibr 
bis  synne,  than  ot  other  that  nedeth  no  penannoe.  IT  The  Stewud 
brought  sgayid  the  donghtir  by  sekyng  aboate.  So  behovetH  the  to 
goo  abonte  by  dyverse  weikse  of  mercy,  tiUe  thou  fynde  thi  soqie 
that  thou  hast  lost,  and  brynge  her  agayn)  to  holy  ehirohe.  and 
rewle  wele  thi  wittes  v.  and  fede  the  greyhound  mesurably,  that  is, 
rewie  wele  thi  flessli  in  mete  and  drynke,  and  amende  thi  lyf  from 
hens  forward  in  alle  thynges,  lest  it  falle  worse  to  the  afterward; 
and  yf  thoa  leve  wele  thi  lyf*,  thou  shalt  have  Uisse  with  outen 
ende.    Amen. 
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[  xxxvn.  ] 

CE8AB  WAS  A  WISE  EMP^iROUBK 

(tHB  BCPXBOB  and  HI8  OOOK.) 

CEsar  was  a  wise  Emparonie  Regnynge  in  theeiieeof  Kome;  tlis 
wicbe  had  a  forest,  in  fe  whiche  he  made  to  be  plontid  &  sette 
manjiynis  and  trees.  And  he  made  oner  this  forest  a  stiwaid, 
named  lonathas,  a  wise  man)  &  a  Red  j ;  the  whiche  he  chargeydy  yp 
gret  peyne,  that  he  shnlde  kepe  wele  swiche  thinge  as  he  had  I-sette 
in  that  forest  And  this  lonathas  entirid  into  this  office,  and  kepte 
it  wel  &  wisly,  til  a  cas  felle,  that  a  sweyne  enterid  into  hit,  and 
wrotide,^  and  shent  the  yonge  plantis,  that  wei'  nalye  sette.  Anoml 
as  the  keper  saw  this  harms,  he  hente  of  the  Swynis  tayk ;  and  y% 
swyne  yede  onte  ayene,  wt^  a  grete  crye.  Neoertheles  hit  com 
ayene  the  next  day,  and  did  moi*  harme  than  he  dnd  afore ;  and 
then  lonathas  smote  of  his  lyfte  ei';  and  the  swyne  Ranne  oate^ 
"with  a  gret  crye.  but  yit,  not  withestondinge  ^  It  come  ayene 
the  thirde  day  aftir ;  and  then  lonathas  smote  of  his  right  ei' ;  'and 
eu0r  he  Ranne  ayene,  wvt^  an  orible  crgnge,  as  he  did  afore,    bat 

>  wrotithe,  M&  '  loaf  175,  ool.  1. 
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[X.] 

CEsar  was  Empsroor'  of  Rome^  that  had  a  forest,  in  the  whicb  ha 
hadde^  planted  yynes,  and  other  dyuerse  trees  many ;  and  he 
ordeyned  over  his  forest  a'  Steward,  whos  name  was  lonatas,  bid- 
dyng  hym,  vpon*  payn),  to  kepe  the  vynes  and  the  plantes.  IT  It  feDe 
afterwiud^  this  ordenaonce  of  the^  i^perour,  that  lonatas  toke  in* 
core  of  the  forest ;  ^and  ypon)  <^  a  day  there  entred  a  swyne,  and  the  new 
plantes  in  the  forest  he  wroted.  IT  Whan  lonatas  sawe^  the  Swyne 
entre,  he  catte  of  his  taile;  and  the  Swyne  made  a*  crie,  and  went^*  oak 
fKeuertheles  he  entred  agayne,  and  dyd  myche  harme  in  the  forest, 
whan  lonatas  saw  that,  he  kytte  of  his  left  ere.  The  hogge  made  a 
grete  crye,  and  went  out ^^]  IT  And^  notwithstondyng  this,  he  entred 
agayn)^  the  thirde  day.^^  That  saw  lonatas,  and  catte  of  his  right  ere, 

^  Om.        *  a  wyie  nan.        *  on  grete.        *  after.        •  tliia        '  the. 

'  bai  oo.  *  ^e,  *  a  giete.  •  '*  ran. 
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71I  it  wolde  not  leva  yer^  bjrey  but  come  a-yene  in  the  Foorttl  daye^ 
§Mi  dkl  moo  ivelis ;  and  tho  lonatbos  tooke  a  speie,  and  smote  him 
llioniw  the  y.  eidis;  &  sent  the  body  to  the  Cook  of  the  Emperoniey 
and  oomaondid  tiiat  he  shulde  aiaye  hit  for  the  Emperotfrs  mete. 
And  when)  the  Empeitmr  was  eette  to  mete,  he  was  aervid  of  that 
aweyna;  and  thenne  die  Emperooie  aakid  of  his  aarvaont,  whei* 
Ihe  herte  waa  ^erof,  for  he  lovid  the  herte  of  eu^ry  beate  more  thaii 
hadid  al  the  bodye.  Aftir  ^ne  the  aarvannt  Ban)  into  the  kechin, 
and  aakid  whei'  the  harte  was  of  the  hogge ;  for  he  aaide,  the  £m* 
peronre  aakid  pere  aftir.  the  Coke  had  I-ete  hit  afoi*,  fw  it  waa 
§Mb  &  likynge ;  and  ^erfore  he  bad  the  aarvannt  aey  to  the  lorde, 
that  tiie  hogge  had  non)  herte.  And  the  sarvannt  yede,  &  tolde  the 
EmperottT  that  the  hog  lutdde  noon)  harte.  **  ))at  may  not  be,"  qnod 
Ihe  Emperonre,  **  for  ther  ia  no  best  but  hit  have  an  herte ;  &  ther- 
JbffB  byd  him  eende  hit  me,  in  peyne  of  lyfe."  ]>enne  )>ei  yede  to 
the  keehin,  and  bad  that  he  shulde  aende  the  herte,  in  peyne  of 
dethe.     *'  A ! "  quod  the  Coke,  **  scy  to  him,  ))at  bnt  yf  I  preve  ^t 
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the  whiche  wiill  Vn  orryble^  crie  yode  out  IT  Yit  the  fourth  day  Nihe 
swyne'  entred  the  forest,  and  did  *many  liarmes.  IT  Whan  lonataa 
aawe  that  the  hogge  wold  not  be  ware,  ho  smote  hym  thurgh  with 
his  spere,  and  slougli  hym,  and  delyuered  the^  body  to  the  Cooke, 
for  to  arraye  the  next  day  to  ihe  £mp«rours  mete.  IT  But  whan  the 
Emperour  was  served  of  this^  swyne,  he  asked  of ^  his  servauntcs, 
"Where  is^  the  hert  of  this*  swynel"  be  cause  the  Emperoui^ 
loved  the  hert  best*  of  any  beest,  and  more  than  aH  tho  boost. ^* 
IT  The  servauntes  asked  of  the  Coke  where  tho  hert  of  the  Swyne  was, 
for  the  lord  asked  there  after.  The  Coke,  Vhan  he  ^^  had  araied  the 
hert,  he  sawe  it  was  ^good  and^^  fatte,  and  ete  it,  and  said  Ho  the 
aervauntes,^  ''  Say^^  to  the  Emperour,  that  the  hogge  hade  no  hert" 
The  servauntes  said  to  the  Emperoui^,  Hhat  the  hogge  had  no  hert.^^ 
The  emp^rour  said,  ^it  may  not  be;  and  therfore  say  to  hym, 
TpoB)^*  payn)  of  deth,  that  he  send  me  the  hert  of  the  swyne,  for 
theze  is  no  beest  in  aH  the  world  with  oute  an  hert."  IT  The  seruauntv 
Vent  to  the  Cooke,  and  said,  vpon)^<^  payn)  of  deth,  he  shuld  sonde  the 
Emp6rour  the  hert    He  said,  "sey^*  to  my  lord,  but  yf  I  prove 

*  a  DobK  MS.  CorreeUdfrwrn  C.        '  be.        '  leaf  17.        ^  his.        *  his. 

•£?«».        'was.        •the.        •  most        "•  body.        "  wbjdh. 

"  On^        "  On.        '*  SeyOL        *'  the  answers  of  the  coke.        '*  00. 

"  seyde  to  the  ookt?  on.  *•  Seyth. 
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^t  I  aoyo  by  good  Baaouiie,  ellis  I  pat  iim  to  his  wille  &  dotal.'' 
when  the  Smperom^  hanie  this,  he  Msignid  •  day  of  annsweriogi, 
irhea  the  dey  comti  the  coke  oome,  ami  saide  wtt4  a  gret  woyi 
afoie  alia  men,  '^wonhtpfol  loides,  this  day  is  the  daye  of  aimsweii* 
inge ;  andl  famt  I  fmtTii  toyow,  that  the  swyne  ha<l  non  herte,  VanA 
yt^  by  this  JEtesomie ;  eusry  thowte  oonitbe  fto  the  hsrte,  &  ^sra&NBe 
what  saroriUie  good  or  eril,  hit  be-hooithe  that  he  think  hit  by  tha 
harte.**  ^'Al  this  is  sothe,"  quod  the  Emperonre.  ""Andnowshaii 
I  shewe  by  Besons,  that  he  hail  none  baite;  for  be  EntetiA  in  to 
yom'  ioitite,  anci  )ere  }e  foaster  kit  of  his  tayle ;  and  ther&i^,  yf  he 
had  had  aa^  ^  harte^  he  wolde  hare  thoiight  oo^  that  loete ;  bat '  that  ha 
did  aoti  for  he  entixed  in  to  the  forest  ayene^  and  then  the  fi»stir 
smote  of  has  lyfte  £f^;  yf  he  had,  had  aoD  herte,  he  wolde  ham 
thowte  on)  that  lost ;  but  yit  dude  he  not,  for  be  come  a-yene  the 
tbirde  tymey  and  then)  he  loete  his  Right  IS^;  and  yf  ihet  had  be  an 
barte  on)  him,  he  wolde  have  thovte  or^  that  lost  of  the  twoo  Exiii^ 

*  ]sa/lr«»  ooL  S.  *  aadlm«i  MS. 
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^yghtily  by  clere^  xesons,  that  the  swyne  had  no  hert,  I  pat  ma 
ftiUy  to  his  wille^  to  do  witK  me  what'  he  wolle.**  IT  The  Emperoor^ 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  assigned  a  day  of  aunswere.  whan  tiie  day 
was  comen)^  tlie  Coke  with  an  higli  voice  said  before  aH  men,  **  IT  My 
lord,  this  is  the  day  of  myii)  aunswere.  First  I  shaH  shew  you  that 
the  Swyne  had  no  herte ;  this  is  the  reson).  Every  thought  oometk 
from  the  hert,  Therfoi*  eveiy'  man  or  best  feleth*  good  or  evA;  it 
folowetK  of  neoessite  that^  this  the  hert  thynketfi."  IT  The  Emperour 
said,  *'  That  is  troutlL^  llian  said  the  Coke,  *'  now  shaH  I  shew  by 
rcsons,  that  the  swyne  had  no  hert  First  he  entred  the  forest,  and 
the  Steward  cutte  of  his  taile.  Tf  he  had  hadde^  an  hert,  he  diuld 
have  thought  on  his  taile  that  was  lost ;  but  he  thought  not  ther 
vpon,''  for  efte  sones  he  entered  the  foiest,  and  the  focster  kitte  of 
his  lifte  ere.  yf  be  had  hadde  an  hert,  he  shuld  have  thought  on 
his  lifte  ere,  but  he  thought  not,  %  For  the  third  tyme  he  entrod  the 
forest  that  saw  the  forster,  and  cutte  of  his  right  ere;  where*  yf 
he  had  had  an  hert^  he  shuld  have  thought  that  he  had  lost  his  tule^ 
and  bothe  his  erssy  and  never  shuld  have  gone  agayn)  ^o  more,* 
whei'  he  had  so  many  evel&  .  IT  But  yit  the  fourthe  tyme  he  entred 
the  forest ;  the  Steward  sawe  that,  and  aloogb  hym,  and  dolyusrsd 

*  ^ily  by  Biyi^ty.        'as.        *  if  «ny.        *  idt.        *  trow.        *  Qau 
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.flitf  ^tJM  tag^j  bal  ht  teieaoii  for  lie  cone  lyeiie,  tiul  dud«  to 
mad»  baoitt,  tibat  tiis  finstcr  alowfce  Uai  wttik  hii  spoi^,  &  temt  Urn 
to  iM  to  djto  for  jowe  dyMn." 

DE»ft«iid0i^>i8ltepmwroiBoimk>zdeIhmiCmt6;  thafomt 
19  kdy  diiitii^  in  tiio  vbiebe  betlio  plAiitkl  tbo  oonauiidt- 
neitofot^K);  ttitforst<rbdetba|iliat0{>afit]Miioaia]^;  the 
.ewyiie  m  m  ajnntr,  tbet  e^tontlii  ia  to  lioljr  ehirehe,  aati  loylithe  the 
eoaMsdeiBentetf  of  goci,  &e  aethe  hea  9oi  in  no  pUce.  ))enne  it  ie 
«ide  to  the  fonteiV  th«t  he  ent  of  hit  tayle,  mi.  i»pt  eonythe  to 
eone  of  thi  Uode,  wber  tborow  ihow  shnhiefite  be  irave,  en  J  emendl 
ifci  lff%  or  be  enjtithe  of  the  taylo,  eoL  take^  awey  ^i  Bidieaaey 
vhert^  thoir  ehukkete  be  emftcn^  4  tune  to  the  knowleche  qf 
god.  Also  the  aeooonde  tyne  be  cvtiithe  ewey  Uie  lyAe  et^,  seil, 
detbe  takitke  fro  tlie  ^i  brojysr,  or  tbi  miBtre,  for  thi  coi^iiflfviouii)  and 
amendement ;  and  be  takitbe  a-wey  tlii  rite  Ei',  when  be  takiibo 
m^wvj  tbi  eone,  or  fi  dottter,  or  tlii  inryf,  that  thow  most  lovost,  for 
thow  sbuldest  a^nende  the.  ncu6r])elee  el  ibes  punesbynges  takitbe 
fod  in  a  wreccbid  moii),  but  yit  ire  vncorrigible  wreccbis  conno  not 

[.S^i90im;  Vm-sion.    AMU.  MS,  OOGC] 

hym  to^  me,  to  amye  to  your  mete,  if  Heie  mow  ye  se,  lord,^  tbnt 
I  bene  Aewed  by  v^ortld  reeous,  that  Uie  ew}*nc  Imd  no  hert."  And 
Ihae  seeped  the  Coke. 

Deelnraefo.  Frendes,  this  einperour  is  onr  lord  Ib<9Ai  erist. 
the  forest  is  holy  chircbe ;  the  plantes  are  ^tlie  lioly  eiumimentesy 
that  are  ordeyncd  tber  in,  end  gfidiles  eomaamlMnentes.  IT  llie 
8tewaid  is  detbe,  the  wbicb  spareth  none.  The  Swyue  is  e  synner, 
the  whidi  defooietb  the  saeramontes,  and  f;oddcs  preeeptcs,  ne 
kepetll  hem  not,  es  he  sbuld  do.  God  eeet&  that,  and  biildetfi  ilto 
feot^,  that  is,  de^lie,  Hiat  he  <;utte  of  his  taile.  tiiUi  Idle  is  tbi 
kynaesman,  or  tbi  specioii  frend,  the  wbicll  detll  elootb,  that  tkou 
edddest  emende  tbi  lyf* ;  or  els  he  dotbe  away  thi  tailc,  that  is,  tbi* 
fficbesae.  ^  Also  he  dothc  ewoy  titi  lyft  ers;  tlMit  i8,  thi  brother,  or 
thi  Sustir,  that  then  ahuldeet  amende  the.  IT  And  thou  do  not,  he 
dothe  away  tbi  right  ere,  that  v,  he  sleetti  thi  sone,  or  thi  dougiktr, 
or  tbi  wyf,  that  thou  sbuldest  amende  thi  lyf*.     IT  But  ofte  sithe 

»  Om,  »  lortlwi.  ^  leaf  17,  back. 
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•eoe  of  onre  fiyimyiige.  ^Whenne  god  see^  ^sfc^  lie  eomaimditlie 
dethe  to  sle  him ;  and  he  aendithe  the  body  to  the  Gooke,  bcO.  fe 
deuily  for  to  swolewe  him,  &  dite  him  in  helle.  And  when  the 
Emp^roare  shall  eitte  at  mete,  9ciL  at  the  last  dome,  then  he  wolle 
aske  the  harte,  aeil,  )»e  soule ;  For  Crist  lovithe  moi'  a  soule  than  al 
the  wofflde.  then  in  the  day  of  dome  shalle  the  wikicl  oook,  miL 
ibB  derily  sfconde  aduersarie  ayenste'  tb,  and  al^gge,  ^ot  fe  tpmer 

hatha  non)  herte,  tciL  no  soule, **pt  whiche  ahold  have  y-be 

obedient  to  god,  bat  he  was  enere  Obedient  to  me,  ft  nen^  to  ^ 
and  ^0ref ore,  luge,  deme  ^in  aoole  to  be  myn),  and  to  be  damjmid, 
for  it  is  Right;  for  as.aftin  tyme  as  ^aa  scoigediste  him  xHth  thi 
panyahementeff,  for  to  make  him  to  obeye  to  thi  eommanndmentet^ 
he  wolde  nen^r,  but  Endine  to  me,  and  td  Bi^t  nowte  of  thi 
prsoepteff/'  And  J^erfoie  late  tb  be  ware  of  the  corsid  oooke,  and 
lore  we  the  blessid  Emperonre.     Qui  cum  Poire  ^ 

>  leaf  175,  back,  ool.  1.  *  ayense,  Ma 
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wrecched  man,  thongih  he  suffice  aH  this,  yit  he  dothe  many  synnes 
ayenst  god,  and  so  ho  is  vncurable.  IT  God,  whan  he  seeth  this,  he 
biddeth  doth  slee  hym,  and  take  him  to  the  Coke,  that  is,  the  devdi, 
the  which  swolwitK  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soule,  in  the  paynes  of 
helle.  IT  But  whan  the  day  of  dome  comeih,  than  god  shdi  sitte  in 
his  dome,  and  wold  have  the  hert,  that  is,  the  soule ;  for  he  lovetli 
nic«e  one  soule  than  att  the  world ;  For  the  soule  he  yaf*  his  precious 
blood,  which  he  wold  not  yeve  for  aH  the  worid.  ^  In  that  dome 
ehaSt  stonde  our  aduersarie,  that  is,  the  fcmde,  the  shrewd  coke, 
i^yn)  the  synnei' ;  and  he  shdl  allegge,  that  the  synfiitt  man  hatll 
none  hert,  that  is,  no  soule,  the  which  shuld  obeye  to  god  in  att 
thynges.  IT  Than  diatt  the  devdi  sey,  '^he  was  obedient  to  me^  and 
to  his  god  inobedient;  therefore,  rightfuH  domesman,  dame  hym 
myii)^  to  be  dampned  with  me ;  for  many  a  tyme  thou  hast  scourged 
hym,  that  he  shuld  obeye  to  thy  oomanndementis.  But  that  he  wold 
ikoif  but  to  me  obeyed."  wo  shatt  be  to  hym,  that  so  shatt  be 
f ounden)  at  the  day  of  dome !  Iherfore  studio  we  ao  to  lede  our  lyfp 
that  we  mow  come  to  eyerlastyng  blissa    Ameik 
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[  xxxvin.  ] 

ALEXANDm  A  WISE  IMFEBOUS. 

(how  a  son  SAVID  THB  Lira  OF  HIS  fathxb). 

Alexandir  was  awyse  Emperome  Beignynge  in  theciteeof  Boome; 
his  possessioTine  was  moche,  and  amonge  al  oper  vertoes^  thai 
he  hadde,  he  was  laige  of  his  mete.  And  he  oideynid  a  lawe, 
that  no  man  shnldeathis  boxde  £te  the  Uake  qrde  of  the  playse,  but 
al  the  white  syde,  withe  outeii)  tvinynge ;  and  yf  enye  man  dud  the 
oontiarie^  he  shulde  lese  his  lyf e.  but  then  he  grauntidy  that  the  tres- 
pasBOur  shulde  aske  ig.  bonys  or  he  deyde,  Of  what  thinge  that  he 
WQlde  aske,  to  save  his  lyfe,  and  hit  shulde  be  grauntid  to  him.  So 
hit  happid  in  a  tyme,  that  then'  oome  an  Ede  to  oouii,  &  his  sone 
oome  withe  him,  and  they  wei' of  fei'contiees;  &  happed  *as  ]pei  Sete 
at  mete^  the  Erie  was  servid  witA  a  plays,  and  he  had  goode  wille  to 
ete^  &  he  ete  the  blake  syde,  and  also  white.  &  anoon  he  was 
aocusid  to  the  Emperoui' ;  and  the  Emperotir  seide^  he  shulde  be 
dede  witii  outen)  delay,  as  law  wolde.  ))enne  the  Erles  sonne  seiqg 
this,  knelid  afoi'  the  Emperoure,  &  seid,  ''lord,  for  love  of  him  that 

■  Tertooiifl,  Ma  *  leaf  178,  back,  ool.  2. 

[Secwid  Version.    Addit.  MS.  9066,  leqf  17,  hack.] 

[XI.] 

Alezaundre  reigned  in  Bome ;  and  amonge  afi  vertues  that  he  had, 
he  was  right  large.  Therfore  of  grete  nede  he  ordeyned  for  a 
law,  that  no  man  shulde  turne  the  playse  in  the  dissh,  but  aH 
only  he  shuld  ete  the  white  side,  and  in  no  wise  the  blak^  side ;  and  yf 
any  man  did  the  contrarie,  he  shuld  dye.  IT  But  before  he  shuld  dye, 
he  shuld  aske  iij.  peticions  of  the  Emperoui^,  what  tiiat  he  wold, 
except  hiB  lyf*,  and  he  shuld  graunte  hym  theyni).  ^It  fille  ones,  that 
an  Erie  of  a  ferre  countre  widi  his  sone  come  to  the  Emperour^,  and 
at  mete  was  sette  before  hem  a  playse.  The  Erie  had  a  good  apetite 
to  ete.  whan  he  had  oten)  the  white  side  of  the  playse,  he  ete  the 
blak*  side ;  and  anon)  he  was  accused  to  the  Emp^rour,  that  he  had 
done  agayii)  the  law.  IT  The  Emp^rour  said,  **  do  hym  to  dethe,  with 
outen  any  delay,  after  that  the  law  asketh."  The  sone  of  the  Erie, 
whan  he  had  herd  that  his  fadir  shuld  be  dede,  he  went  to  the 

>  leaf  18. 


dide  ofi  cros,  grannt  me  that  I  may  deye  for  my  fadir."  ''  I  aasent^** 
quod  the  Emperoore,  '^  f or  al  k  on  to  me,  ao  fat  on  be  dede."  **  anr," 
aeyde  the  8on0^  ^aHha  I  diaH  dya^  I  aske  tkf  kw  0t  yow,  seiL  fai  I 
may  have  iij.  peticiouna  or  I  deye."  '^yia,"  qnocl  tiba  Emperour, 
**  aske  what  thow  wolte,  ther  may  no  mail  denye  hit"  **  m,**  quod 
he^  ^  I  aske  Urate  to  have  yotue  dowter  by  me  a  nyjt  in  my  bid.* 
The  Ymperour  giaantid  that  petidoidy  for  loat  of  obeanraimoe  of  tba 
hwe ;  bat  hit  was  gretly  ayenste  hia  herte.  So  the  yonge  man)  Badde 
hir  wt^  him  al  njght,  bnt  he  folid  Ur  not ;  and  y^if ore  on  fho 
iliorowe  the  "Emperovr  was  hilie  plesid.  Tho  he  aakid  the  aeooonde 
peticton)^  and  saide,  ^  sir,  I  aske  al  yoicr  tresoure."  tiie  Emperour 
granntid  hit^  for  he  wdde  not  be  foande  oontiaiie  to  hia  Liwe.  And 
then  whenne  the  yonge  maid  had  his  troaooiey  he  delte  hit  anoon) 
to  poi*  &  to  Biche,  in  so  moche  ^  he  wanne  ther  by  the  wille  ft  the 
love  of  Eum  mail.  And  then  he  aakid  the  iSiirde  petncioxD,  in  thh 
forme,  "  sir,**  he  saide^  ^  I  stke  fe  len  of  aDe  the  men  ^  aeye  my 
fadir  tume  the  playse,  fat  ^i  be  pikid  oute.**  ft  so  thowte  ^i  on 
aftir  ano^,  yf  I  seye  so,  myn  yen  shnl  be  pidkd  oute.  so  hit  f el, 
yai  yer  waa  noon)  that  wolde  aeye  that  he  sawe  hit,  9cU,  ycX  he  sawe 

{aefxmd  VeriioH.    Addit  M8.  MM.] 

Emperour,  and  said,  IT  '^  Gracious  lord,  for  the  love  of  hym  that  died 
on  the  croase,  lette  me  dye  for  my  fadir.*  IT  The  Emperoni^  said,  **  it 
liketh  me  wele,  that  one  dye  for  biekyng  of  the  lawe."  The  sone 
herd  this,  and  said,  ''  Sithen)  it  is  so,  that  I  shaii  dye,  I  aske  the 
baoefiee  of  (ha  lawe,  that  I  may  have  ujj.  petieiona,  b^ora  I  dye." 
The  Empertmr  aaid,  **  aake  what  thoK  wilte ;  no  man  ahatt  denye 
the  the  kwe  thai  is  made."  V  ''loid,"  he  aaid,  <'th<Mi  hast  a  faire 
doag^ttr,  and  graeions  to  the  ai^  of  every  man ;  I  aske  that  Am 
may  lye  by  ma  aU  nyght*  The  Emperoor  giannted  hym.  Kevetk. 
thelesae  he  defonied  hemot;  In  tiiaft  the  aooe  of  the  Erie  mekaft 
fdeasedtheEmperour.  V  The  aaeond  peiaeioii),  I  aake  thi  Tseaoaa.'' 
Tho  Emperoni'  gcaunted  hym  all  hia  teesoate,  for  hsa  law  that  km 
had  made.  The  aone  toke  the  treaouae,  and  dblte  it  to  foa»  men 
and  richa ;  wharfom  he  had  the  wille  of  (ha  paple.  V  ^The  third 
paticiox])  ia,  I  aake  the  eyen)  of  .alia  htm  that  mtme  my  £adir  toma 
the  i^yse  in  tha  dtsiba,*  ^  Anon)  waa  made  an  InqttyactonI,  who 
jawo  tha  Erie  tene  the  playaa  im  the  disshe.  One  thought^  '^  yf  I 
aay  ye,  I  ahdl  laae  bothe  myn)  eyaii).''  thaa  the  aeoood  said,  and 
the  third,  and  all  other ;  so  that  there  was  not  one,  that  sawe  the 
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tibd  Erie  tume  the  plajse  in  the  diohe.  ''loo !  sir^"  quod  the  yonge 
maft,"  yife  me  nowe  a  luete  dome."  **  Now  for  soihei"  qiXNi  the 
Empcromey  **  uft  ther  ia  non  ^t  woUe  s^e  it,  ne  noon  eccueer  Is 
I-fouade^  }ere  ehalle  nooii)  he  dede,"  And  to  he  eaveici  his  ledria 
lyf e,  and  was  hilie  comendid,  aad  waddid  the  Emperoiua  dowtar. 

XOBALISINO. 

Ere  frendee^  ^is  Emperowe  is  the  fadir  oi  hevin,  that  made  this 
lawe^  }$i  no  man  sholde  tome  the  playse.  by  this  pkys  we 
may  yndiistonde  wozdly  goodes,  the  which  wb  onitbe  not  to 
tome  by  the  Uak  part|  act'/,  not  to  f  onge  hem  by  avarioe^  or  oovetise^  or 
falshed,  but  that  we  holde  vs  contente  withe  awiclL  as  god  sent;  &  yf 
we  do  ^  contrarie,  we  sbulle  be  dampned.  The  Ede^  that  comytlL 
withe  his  eone,  is  Adam,  ye  fimt  f adir,  ^t  come  fro  the  felde  of  damask 
totheeontieeof  pamdyae;  ^  whiehe  soone  tomde  ^pky%an7  ^t 
he  ete  of  the  apple,  by  the  whiche  he  was  dampnid.  thenne  fe 
Sonne  of  Adam,  scil.  onre  lorde  Jhesn  Criste,  profird  him  to  the 

1  Sin,  H8.  *  leaf  176,  ooL  1. 

[Second  Venimu    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

Erie  tame  the  playse  in  the  disshe.  V  Than  said  the  sons  of  the  Eife 
to  the  Emperoni',  **  Beholde,  my  lord,  and  yeve  a  rightfnH  dome.* 
Than  he  said,  **  sithe  it  is  so,  that  no  man  knowetl^  that  mw  thi 
fadir  tume  the  playse  in  the  disshe,  I  wills  not  that  he  be  dede.** 
And  thus  the  sone  saved  the  fadirs  lyf* ;  and  after  the  Emptfrons 
dissease,  he  wedded  his  doaghtir. 

IT  Deolaraoio.  Frendee,  this  Emperour  is  the  fadir  of  heven ;  that 
made  this  lawe,  that  none  shuld  tume  tlie  playse.  IF  For  the  playse 
we  sfaatt  Tndirstonde  worldly  goodes,  that  we  shaH  not  tume  the 
blak*  side,  that  is,  by  covetisc  and  folsehede  to  gete  the  goodes  of  the 
world;  but  we  be  content  with  resonable  mete  and  dr3rnk*,  and 
clothyng ;  for  yf  we  draw  and  do  the  contrarie,  we  ahaH  be  dampned 
to  ever  lastyng  dethe,  but  we  amend  vs.  %  The  Erie,  that  come  with 
the  sone,  is  Adam,  the  first  ^  fadir,  that  eome  ftom  the  feld  of 
damysene  to  the  court  of  paradise,  that  anon)  agayn)  tumed  the 
playse  agayn)  the  lawe,  whan  he  ete  of  the  playse,  H  That  is  to  sey, 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple,  wherlbra  he  shuld  be  dampned  to  ever 
lastyng  dethe.  IF  That  saw  the  sone  of  god,  that  is,  tlie  sone  of 
Adam,  our  lord  Ihe^  Crist,  that  to^e  fles^  of  Adam ;  therfore  he 
is  called  his  sone.     he  offred  hym  self*  to  the  dcth,  to  the  Fadir  of 
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Emperotir  of  hevene,  for  to  deye  for  his  Mir  Adam);  and  tlie 

"Emperour  of  hevene  granntid  hit»  ihat  he  ahnlde  dye  for  his  &dtr 

Adam,  9cil.  al  mankynd.     Neuertheles  or  he  dide,  he  made  i|j.  peti- 

ciouns,  9Ctl,  for  to  haye  the  dowt^  of  the  Emperofir  with  him,  seU. 

to  have  )»e  sowle  wM  him  in  hevene ;  as  is  saide,  Os.  IT  Despontabo  ie 

niichi,  V  I  shall  wedde  ye  soule  to  me.    }>e  secoonde  ^t  he  askid,  ^«i 

tresouro  of  the  kyngdom)  of  hevene,^  vncie,  Sieut  dispomiU  mthi 

pater  mens  regnum^  ne  dispone  voUs^  IT  As  my  fadir  ha^e  ordeynid 

the  kyngdoni)  to  me,  so  I  dispose  hit  to  yow.    ])e  ])irdde  he  asldd 

alle  )^  yen  of  the  accusers  to  he  don)  ont,  &cil.  he  askyd,'  that  alle 

develis,  ]Nitezcitithe  men  to  synne,  myjte  be  shut  fro*  the  lyt  of 

euirlastyng  grace.    And  so  he  savid  mankynde  fro  dethe,  &  hrowte 

hem  to  ^0  kyngdoni)  of  hevene.     Ad  quod  noe  &c 

H6m6y  MS. 
'  There  is  a  repetition  here  of  a  line,  kjf  negligence  ef  the  Serihe, 

»  for,  MS. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

heven).  IT  The  fadir  graunted  hym  the  deth  for  mankynde ;  IT  Never- 
thelesse  he  asked  iij.  peticions  of  the  fadir  or  he  died.  The  first  he 
asked  his  doughtir,  that  is,  mannes  soule,  to  have  her  with  hym  in 
the  blisse  of  heven) ;  as  Oseo  the  Pnophete  saith,  I  shalle  wedd  her 
to  me.  IT  The  seconde  he  asked  the  tresonr  of  heven),  as  he  scith 
hym  self*,  as  my  fadir  hath  disposed  to  me  the  kyiigdome,  so  I  dis- 
pose it  to  you.  IT  The  thirde  ho  asked,  that  aH  her  eyen)  shuld  be 
put  out,  that  is,  that  aH  the  devels  be  drawen  out  from  the  light  of 
goddes  gitice,  that  stereu)  men  to  synne.  and  so  crist  saved  mankynd 
from  ever  lastyng  deth,  and  ladde  hem  to  the  Empire  of  heven. 


[  XXXIX.  ] 

POLEMIUS  A  WISE  EMPJ^^OURE. 

(of  a  child  which  was  kntbusted  to  a  knight,  akd  how  it  was 
oarribd  off  bt  a  bear  akd  rbcovkred.) 

POlemius  was  a  wise  Emperoore  Reignyng  in  the  citee  of  Rome ; 
the  whiche  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  ^t  yf  any  norisshe  tooke  ^eny 
cliildc  to  be  norished,  yf  the  childe  dide,  or  wei'  lepre,  in  defaute 

'  leaf  176,  ool.  2. 
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of  the  noryshey  she  shuld  be  dede.  )>6refoi'  happid  in  a  tjmo,  that  yere 
was  a  kynge,  that  had  a  fau*  sone ;  and  a  knygbt  askid  this  childe 
of  him,  to  be  noiished  fro  his  modir,  and  he  grauntid  it,  and  sejie, 
^be  waze,  that  the  chylde  have  noon)  harme  in  thi  defaate;  for  yf 
he  have^  I  wol  puisue  the  lawe  a-yene  the."  **  Sir,"  quod  he,  **  I 
assente."  He  Eeceyvid  ye  childe,  &  deliumd  it  to  a  nozishe.  So  it 
fel  afiirwaide,  ^t  per  was  in  the  same  cite  a  concon  of  peple,  by 
canae  of  a  giet  f  eyi^,  in  so  moche  alle  ^t  wen'  in  the  boose  yede  out 
to  se  the  feyi',  and  lefte  the  childe  by  hit  selfe  at^  home  in  the 
eradille,  and  shutte  the  doi'  afdr  hem ;  and  thei  wen'  oute  a  longe 
tyme.  And  in  the  mene  tyme  pere  come  a  wolfe,  and  £nterid  in  at 
the  yate  of  the  castelle,  and  yede  in  to  the  house  yere  the  chylde 
laye,  and  toke  the  chylde,  and  Banne  thei'  with  to  wood.  And  as 
the  wolfe  Ranne  wit^  the  chylde,  a  Shepaid  stode  in  the  toppe  of  a 
tree,  and  gadorid  frnte ;  &  whenne  he  saw  the  wolfe  bei^  the  chylde, 
he  blew  his  home  thris,  and  made  a  lowde  crye,  at  the  whiche  eiy 
al  the  die  come  oute ;  and  the  wolfe  was  Bonne  to  the  woode  wttft 
the  childe.  and  men  sette  houndis  aftir,  &  founds  the  wolfe^  and 
tfjke  the  childe  fro  him,  but  the  chylde  had  a  gret  signe  of  biting  of 
the  wolfe.  Then  the  knijte  toke  the  chylde,  and  vrith  in  a  few  jeris 
bare  him  to  the  kynge,  his  fadir.  And  when  ^e  kynge  saw  the 
childe  have  a  signe  of  bitynge,  he  saide  to  him,  "  frcnde,  I  toke  to 
the  my  childe  safe,  and  withe  outen)  wounde  and  hurte  ;  take  me  my 
sone  as  I  toke  him  to  the,  or  eUes  I  shalle  pursue  the  Emperoures 
lawe  ayenst  the."  ))enne  spake  the  kni3te,  and  saide,  **  sir,  trowist 
thow  that  I  be  godi  how  shulde  I  hele  thi  childe  of  alle  spottii 
&  woundesr'  then  seide  the  kyng,  ''how,  and  in  what  defavte 
bathe  the  childe  swiche  a  spotte  in  the  frontel  yf  it  be  in  ^ 
defaute,  then  thin  aocion)  shaH  stonde  in  my  strenght ;  and  yf  it  be 
of  kynde,  I  may  have  'noon)  accion)  ayenst  the."  "  s^r,"  quod  the 
kni^te,  "  I  graunt  welle  that  a  wolfe  toke  him  in  my  defaute,  bat 
he  slowhe  him  not ;  and  towching  that  defaute  ^at  I  makid,  I  put 
me  in  yowi'  mercy."  )>en  seide  the  kinge,  "  )>enne  wolle  I,  that  ^ow 
do  homage  to  me  fro  hens  for^eward,  and  yat  yon  have  no  lorde  but 
me ;  and  yetO  I  foryeve  the  ^y  defaute  and  trespos  in  this  cas." 
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UORAUm. 

D£ie  frendM,  ft  Emperoore  thai  makithe  this  kw,  is  <mitt  lorda 
IhetaCriste,  ^toxdeynidt  ^yf  achilde,  soiL  adene  souley  yif 
to  a  man)  for  to  norisshe  in  goods  wsrkes  ft  yeiiues,  dejre,  or  be 
hurt,  hs  shulde  [lese]  et^rlastiiige  lyfe.  but  for  sothe  ther  betha  mon j 
men  of  holy  ehiiche,  that  havithe  cure  ofl^  Sowlssi  go^  to  the  f eyiiSy 
Tnprofitabls  njtis,  as  tavemys,  wiestelyngstf^  huntyngsf^  and  swiek 
vanyteys  of  ^  worlds^  that  Ofte  the  wolfe,  setZ  the  deril,  tskithe  in 
hir  deiaate  the  soule  out  of  the  cradille  of  holie  ohixchey  &  Bynnxtk 
fere  withe  to  wode  of  hells,  bat  thenne  fe  hetde,  set7.  a  goods 
prdate  or  a  pfaQhoore,  [that]  dwelUthe  in  the  ^  tree  of  holy  written 
blowithe,  BciL  prechi^s  with  the  home  of  goddss  grass ;  ami  so  tbs 
souls  IS  deliTsmI  &o  the  powei'  of  a  synnsr,  and  beriths  a  signs,  ^ 
it  was  som  tyms  in  the  seruitute  of  the  devil,  and  now  is  lyreiyd. 
And  ^srsfoi'  it  behoyithe  ys  to  bs  sanrauntesi  and  submitts  ys  to 
god,  as  longe  as  wee  Uys  in  tins  worlds,  to  pless  him,  that  we  mowe 
oome  to  him,  Qui  cum  Poire  &e. 

• 

[XL.] 

SELESTDfUS  A  WYSE  EMPJEfiOUEE. 

(thb  ^'bokd"  stobt  nr  thb  "mbbohant  ov  yxvioi.'^ 

SElesUnus  Beignid  a  wyse  Empsroure  in  Eome,  and  he  had  a 
faire  dowtsr ;  and  in  his  tyme  ther  was  a  kny^te  that  loyid  this 
dowter,  but  hs  thowts  in  him  'selfe  that  he  dud  al  in  yeyne,  M 
he  thow^t  as  for  sothe,  that  the  Emperoure  wolde  not  late  him  to  haye 
hir,  for  he  was  ynworthi  ther  to.  Neu^^es  hs  thought,  yf  he 
myght  be  ony  wey  haye  loye  of  the  damiseUs,  it  were  I-nowe  to  me. 
he  yede  ofte  tyme  to  the  damiseH,  and  aspied  hir  wille;  &  die 
saide  to  him  a-yene,  that  he  trayaylid  al  in  yeyne.  **  for  trowist 
thow,"  quod  die,  **wiih  thi  deeeyyable  and'  faire  wordes  to  begile 
met  nay,  sir,  be  my  souls,  hit  shal  not  be  so ! "  J)enne  saide  tbs 
kni^ts,  ''what  shal  I  yeye  to  the^  and  late  me  lye  by  the  a  nyghtl^ 
''  Not  ^owh  ^  woldest  yeye  ms  an  e.  marks  of  florens,"  quod  shsy 
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^foa  ihali  not  Ije  b j  mt  a  nyg^i,"  '']M}  hit  ahal  be  ai  >aa 
wilta,"  qvLo&  he.  what  duda  ha  bat  punrejda  him  of  so  nmdM 
iKmji  ietZ.  an  e.  nuake  of  florejna,  &  yaf  hir.  when&e  iiyght 
eome,  y%  ksa^  cnteiid  in  to  the  bed  of  the  mayde,  ant)  a-noon)  be 
wae  a-alepe;  anci  she  dude  of  hir  hames,  &  eome,  &  kye  downe  bj 
him ;  ao  the  kni^  hrye  ilepynge  al  the  nyght  On)  ye  moiow  she 
Bob,  is  did  oo)  hir  elothie,  &  wiahe  her  hondoe;  and  the  knijte 
a-woke  of  hie  def,  is  theniie  he  aaide,  **  oome  hedir  to  me,  that  I 
may  do  my  wille  with  the."  '«Nay,  by  the  hel>  of  my  iadir,  that 
iroUe  I  not/'  quod  ahe,  "ISof,  frende,  I  do  the  no  wronge.  jKnr 
aeootdiate  with  me  that  I  ahnlde  lye  withe  fe  al  nyte,  and  ao  it  ia 
I-doii^;  for  I  lay  by  the  al  nyght,  &  }ou  alepiest,  &  proleideat  Ae 
ao  aolace;  and  ^drefore  blame  thi  aelfo,  &  not  me."  And  pt  knijte 
waa  hery,  and  aeide^  **  what  ahal  I  yeve  to  the,  ft  lele  me  lygge  bgr 
yt  ano^ere  nyghtt"  **Am  mache,"  qnod  ahe,  '^aa  yon  did  afcn',  ft 
no  laaae."  *'  I  aaaente,**  aeide  he.  And  the  kni|te  yede,  and  aoUa 
lA  hia  merable  goodes,  and  made  Bedy  an  c.  marke  of  floxeynae ;  but 
ae  now  a  marrolovae  caae  1  for  Bight  aa  hit  waa  ye  ftnate  nyght,  ao 
hit  waa  in  the  aeconnde.  thenne  the  knijte  m^nraylid  more  ^ne 
man  may  aoppoee,  and  bevy  he  waa,  and  aaide,  ^' Allaa !  fox^  now 
hare  I  apend  al  my  godes  withe  onte  apede,  and  ^erfoxe,  ^^whe' 
I  ahnH  dye  ^^refoie,  I  woUe  make  anoxia  £nde.  how  moche  ahal) 
I  yeve  the,  and  late  ts  be  to-ged^  the  thiide  nyghtf "  qnod  the 
knijte  to  the  dam&MlL  ''aothely/'  ahe  saide,  ^'yf  you  have  me^  aa 
you  paide  afore,  flat  vohtniOM  hca."  *^  I  aaaent,"  quod  he,  ''  you 
ahahe*  have  ^in  aakynge  and  thi  wille."  ))e  kni^te  yede  in  to  £bi? 
eontree.  Til  he  come  to  a  grete  eiiee,  in  the  whiohe  wei*  many 
marchaonUf,  ft  many  pliileaophera ;  amonge  the  wiohe  waa  maaiar 
Viigile,  ye  phileaofere.  then  the  kni^te  yede  to  a  grete  marchaonl, 
and  aaide^  ^'  I  have  [nede]  of  monye,  ft  yf  thow  wolt  lende  me  an  e« 
marke  ynto  a  oerteyne  day,  I  woUe  ley  to  the  al  my  londea,  vndir 
this  condaciOT),  ^t  If  I  holde  not  my  day,  thow  ahalt  have  my. 
londea  for  enere."  )>enne  aeyde  the  maxchannt,  '*  Dei^  frend,  I  aette 
not  ao  muche  be  thi  londea,  but  yf  thow  wolt  make  thia  coTenauntf 
^t  I  ahalle  aey  to  the,  I  wolle  fnlfitt  >i  wUle."    ''  y ii,"  aaide  hi^  «"  ] 
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am  Bedy  to  do  thi  wille,  yf  ^n  wolt  do  my  petucioii)."  )9eime  aeide 
hbf  "  wImd)  this  couenaont  is  made,  ^  I  shallo  sey  vnto  the,  pauM 
I  ahalle  fulfille  ^yne  aakynge ;  anci  ft  ooYenaunt  ahalla  be  this,  pui 
^u  make  to  me  a  charter  of  thin  owne  bloot^  in  ooxidiioioii)|  that  yf 
thowe  kepe  not  ^i  day  of  payment,  hit  ahalle  be  lefulle  to  me  for  to 
diaw  awey  alle  the  fleA  of  thi  body  froo  the  bone,  xnih  a  ahazp 
ewetde ;  ancI  yf  thow  wolt  assent  hei'  to,  I  shalle  folfiUe  fi  wilk." 
The  kni)te  louid  the  damiseH  so  modK,  ^  ho  graontkl  al  this ;  and 
made  a  chartdr  of  his  owne  bloode,  and  solid  it ;  &  after  the  selying^ 
this  maichaunt  toke  him  the  mony  fat  he  askid.  when  he  had 
the  moneye,  he  ^ute  to  him  selfe^  *'  yf  I  gete  [not]  my  wylle  by 
this  moneye,  I  am  but  dede;  nay,  nay,  it  may  not  be  so."  when^ 
he  harde  telle  of  the  giete  name  of  maistsr  viigile,  he  yede  to  him, 
and  seide,  ^'gode  sir,  I  have  prari  oonnseiH  to  speke  a-twene  vs  too^ 
and  I  be-seche  yowe  of  youie  wise  coonseitt  in  this  oas."  ^Sey  on)/' 
quod  viigile,  "  and  I  shalle  telle  the,  afbir  my  diBcredoii).''  ^sir,  I 
love  the  dowter  of  the  Emptfrouie,  moi  ^an^  ye  woUe  trowe ;  and 
I  aocoidid  with  hir  for  a  certen)  sum  of  money.  I  have  be  disceyvid 
two  nyghteff  in)  swiche  mancr/'— &  tolde  alle  ^  cas,  as  welle  as  he 
oonde, — **  and^  sir,  nowe  I  have  boxowed  of  a  marchaunt^  so  mooha 
moneye,  for  the  same  cas  to  be  fulfillid,  and  vndir  this  conducioBl 
^  yf  I  holds  not  my  day  of  payment,  hit  shalle  thenne  be  lefolle 
to  him  to  helde  of  alle  the  skynne  of  my  body  with  his  Uwetde,  and 
then  I  am  but  dede ;  and  ther  for,  sir,  I  am  come  to  yow,  to  have 
eoonsaffi  &  wyt,  how  I  may  bothe  have  helpe  ayenste  swiche  a 
paritt,  and  also  to  have  the  love  of  that  lovely  lady."  **J>(m  hast 
made  a  lewde  covenattnt^"  seide  viigile;  ^^For  as  a  man  bindithe 
him  withe  his  owne  wille,  right  so  he  shali:  be  semid,  be  lawe  of  the 
Emperonre ;  &  ^erefore  faa  shalt  do  wysely  for  to  kepe  ^  day  of 
thi  payment^  alle  things  lefte.  And  towchinge  fe  dames^  I 
shalle  yeve  the  a  tale  of  tmthe.  bi-twene  her  shete  &  hir  oontfrlyte 
of  hir  bed  is  a  lettsr  of  swiche  verto,  that  who  so  euer  gothe  unih 
hir  to  bed,  he  shall  anoii)  falls  in  to  a  dede  slepe,  &  he  shalle  not 
wake  til  tyme  fat  hit  be  pat  awey ;  and  ^erefore  when  thowe  comest 
to  hir  bed,  seche  a-twene  the  shete  and  the  oon^lyte,  and  ^w  shalt 
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fynde  the  letre ;  and  when)  ]k)w  bast  founde  hit,  caste  hit  fer  froxn) 
the  bedde,  and  thenne  Entie  in  to  the  bed ;  for  pou  shalt  not  slepe 
til  tyme  that  thow  hast  doon)  thi  wille  withe  the  damiselle,  and  that 
shalle  tome  to  the  gret  hononf  and  loye."  The  kni^te  toke  his  leve 
at  Yiigfle,  and  thonkid  him  moche  of  his  hie  counseiH ;  and  yede 
to  the  damysdi,  and  yafe  hir  the  monye.  when  nyjt  come,  the 
knijt  entmd  the  chanmbei',  and  preveli  putte  his  honde  bitwene  pe 
con^rlite  and  the  shete,  and  pere  he  fonde  the  letter ;  &  whenne  he 
hadde  hit,  he  caste  hit  fer  fro  the  bedde,  and  lay  downe,  &  feynid 
as  he  hadde  I-slepte.  And  thenne  the  damiselle,  trowing  that  he 
had  y-depte,  as  he  dude  afoi',  she  caste  of  hir  clothis,  &  went  to 
bedde.  Anoi])  ^o  kni^te  sette  hande  to  hir,  as  is  ^  manor  of  bed ; 
and  she  perceyvid  that,  and  prayd  him  of  grace,  and  to  save  hir 
maydinhode. — ''  And  I  shall  dovble  al  the  monye  that  thow  hast 
yevin  to  me,  and  yeve  it  to  the."  penne  said  he, ''  Thow  lokist  at 
a  wronge  hole ;  ^y  wordes  bethe  in  wast ;  I  shaH  now  do  in  dede 
that  I  have  longe  labovrid  for' ; " — and  ocupg  d  him  with  hir  body, 
as  conrs  is  of  kynde.  And  afbir  he  lovid  hir  so  muche,  that  he  drow 
so  moche  to  hir  compane,  that  he  for-^ate  pe  marchaunt ;  and  the  day 
of  payment  was  passid  by  the  space  of  xiiij.  dayes.  And  as  he  lay 
in  a  certen)  nyght  in  his  bed,  hit  come  to  his  mynde,  the  day  that 
he  made  to  the  marchannt,  and  aU  his  bowell6«  wei'  storid  fere 
withe.  &  )>enne  [he]  saide  to  liir,  '^  Alas !  woman),  pat  ener  I  saw 
the,  for  I  am  but  dede  1  I  borowed  for  thi  love  swiche  a  some  of 
mony,  for  ^to  pay  at  a  certeyne  day,  hi  this  conducion),  pat  yf  I  pay 
not  at  my  day,  he  shalt  have  full  powei'  for  to  hilde  of  the  fleshe  of 
my  body,  vrith  out  contradiociou) ;  and  now  my  day  is  passid  f onr- 
tenyte  ago,  so  hili  I  sette  myn)  hert  in  the."  then  seide  she, 
"  sorowithe  not  so  moche ;  gothe  to*  him,  and  debbelithe  the  mony 
to  him ;  and  yf  he  wolle  not,  asko  howe  moche  he  woUe  have,  and 
I  shalle  paye  it."  ])o  was  the  kni3te  comfortid;  he  yede  to  the 
citee,  and  pere  ho  mette  vrith  the  marchaunt  in  the  stret,  and  lowly 
he  saluid  him.  ];o  saide  the  marchaunt,  "so  sey  I  not  to  the." 
))enne  seyde  the  kni3to,  ''ser,  for  the  trospas  that  I  have  made 
ayenst  youre  conuencion),  I  wolle  dowble  pe  payment."     "Naye," 
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seide  the  nucrchaunt,  '^^  spake  ve  not  of;  I  woUe  liaye  Bight  at 
^  dudist  bynde  the  to  me."  ''  Ajike  of  me,"  quodf  the  kni^^ 
^  as  mnche  mony  as  thowe  wolte,  and  thowe  shalf  be  paide  for  mj 
trespas.''  ''It  is  veyne  that  thow  spekist,"  quod  the  marghaunt^ 
''  for  thowhe  thow  geve  to  me  al  the  gode  of  ^i  dtee,  I  wolle  have 
the  Govenaant  I-holde ;  &  non)  o^ere  wolle  I  have  of  the,  )nui  as  the 
charter  asselid  makithe  menciouii)  ol"  And  anon)  he  made  the 
kni^t^  to  be  I-take,  and  lad  to  the  casteH,  and  sette  him  in  a  safe 
warde,  abydinge  the  Instice.  when  the  Inge  was  come,  &  satte  in 
the  dome,  the  knijt  come  to  ban'  amonge  o^er  prisoners ;  and  flie 
marchannt  shewid  his  letiv  afoi'  the  luge.  Anoon)  as  ^  luge  sawe 
^em  his  owns  dede,  he  saide  to  alio  that  stode  aboute,  ''sixSi  ye 
know  welle  it  is  the  law  of  the  Emperour,  that  yf  enye  man)  bynde 
him  by  his  owne  firee  wille,  he  shal  Besseyre  as  he  servithe ;  and 
)»6refoie  this  me^'chaunt  shalle  have  covenaxmf,  as  lawe  woUe.**  Now 
in  al  yiB  tyme  ^e  damysefi,  his  love,  had  sent  knijU^  for  to  aspie 
and  Enquei',  how  the  law  was  pursued  a-yenst  him ;  &  whenne  she 
haide  telle  that  the  lawe  passid  ayenst  him,  she  kytte  of  al  the  longe 
hei'  of  hir  hede,  and  dadde  hir  in  precious  clothing  like  to  a  man; 
and  yede  to  the  palys  ^ere  as  hir  lemon)  was  to  be  demyd,  and  saluyd 
^  lustioe ;  and  al  they  trowid  \ai  she  had  be  a  kni^te.  And  ^ 
luge  Enquerid,  of  what  contree  she  was,  and  what  she  had  to  do  ther  t 
She  said,  "  I  am  a  kni^  d?  come  of  fGi'  contree,  and  hez*  tiihinge^ 
that  ^ere  is  a  kn^te  amonge  ^yowe,  that  shulde  be  demid  to  dethe 
for  aid  obligacion)  that  he  made  to  a  marchaunt;  and  ^refore  I 
am  come  to  deUuer  him."  )>enne  \e  luge  saide,  '^  it  is  lawe  of  the 
Emperoure,  ^at  who  so  euer  byndethe  him  vriih  his  owne  propie 
wille  &  consente,  wit^  oute  enye  constraynynge,  he  shulde  be  seruid 
so  ayene."  when  the  damiaeH  harde  this,  she  tumid  to  the  mar- 
chaunt, and  saide,  ''dei'  frend,  what  profite  is  it  to  the  that  this 
knijte,  that  stondithe  hei'  redy  to  the  dome,  be  slaynet  it  wei* 
[better]  to  the  to  have  monye,  than  to  have  him  slayne."  ''  ))ou 
spekist  al  in  veyne,"  quod  the  merchaunt*,  ''  for  wtt/i  oute  dowte  I 
wolle  have  the  lawe,  si^  he  bonde  him  so  frcly ;  and  l^erefoi'  he 
ahalle  have  noon)  o^  grace  ))an  lawe  wollo ;  for  he  come  to  me,  and 
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I  not  to  liim ;  I  desiriJ  him  not  ^ereio  a-yenste  Lib  wille."  ])eime 
•elde  she,  ''I  pnye  ye  howe  moche  shalle  I  yeve  to  have  my 
petacioD)1  I  ahalle  yere  the  thi  monye  double,  and!  yf  that  be  not 
plesynge  to  the,  aske  of  me  what  fon  wolte,  &  pon  fihalt  have  1 "  ))6i]) 
saide  he,  ^'thow  haide  me  neuer  soye,  but  that  I  wolde  have  my 
covenannt  kepte.'*  "  So^ly,"  seyde  she,  **  an^  ])au  shalt,  trowe  me. 
Afoi^  yowe,*  air  iuge,  and  afore  yowo  alle,  I  «ey  now,  sir  iuge,  yevithe 
a  Eightwisdome  of  pat  fat  I  shalle  sey  to  yowe.  ye  have  I-harde 
howe  moche  I  have  proferid  this  marchaunt  for  ])e  lyf  of  this  knijte, 
and  he  f orsakithe  aH,  and  askithe  the  lawe ;  and  that  likithe  me 
moche.  And  therfoi',  loidingee,  that  be]>e  hei^,  herithe  me  what  I 
shalle  seye.  ye  knowithe  welle,  )^at  the  knijte  bondo  him  nener  by 
letter,  but  that  the  marchaunt  shulde  have  powet^  to  kitte  his  fleehe 
fro  the  boons,  but  fere  was  no  couenaunt  made  of  sheding  of  blode ; 
fere  of  was  nothing  I-spoke.  And  pereM  late  him  set  bond  on) 
him  anoon) ;  and  yf  he  shede  ony  bloode  with  his  shavinge  of  the 
fleehe,  for  so])e  then  shalle  the  kynge  have  goodo  lawe  vpon)  hint." 
And  when  the  marchaunt  harde  this,  he  said,  *'  yef  me  my  monye, 
and  I  f oryeve  my  accion)."  **  For  so^,"  quod  she,  **  thowe  shalt  not 
have  00  penye ;  for  a-foi'  al  this  companye  I  proferid  to  the  al  ^t 
I  myght,  and  ^ou  forsoke  hit,  and  saydist  withe  a  lowde  voyse,  I 
shalle  have  my  covenaunte ;  *and  f  erfoi*  do  thi  beste  withe  him,  but 
loke  ^at  ])ow  shede  no  blode,  I  charge  the,  for  it  is  not  thin,  ne  no 
covenaunt  was  fere  of."  ))enne  J)e  marchaunt  seynge  this,  yede 
awey  confus,  and  so  was  the  kni^te^  lyf  sauid,  is  no  pcnye  I-payde. 
And  she  yede  home  ayene,  and  dude  of  that  elothinge,  &  clothid  hir 
as  she  was  afoi',  like  to  a  woman).  And  the  kni^te  yede  home  a-yene ) 
and  the  damiseU  tumid,  and  met  him,  and  askid  howe  ho  had 
Lspedde,  as  thowhe  she  had  not  knowen  ther  of.  ''  A !  lady,"  quod 
he,  ''  pia  day  was  I  in  poynt  to  be  dede  for  pj  lore,  but  as  I  was  in 
point  to  be  dampnid,  pere  come  in  sodeynlye  a  knite,  a  fair'  and  wel 
I-shape,  the'  whiche  I  sawe  neuer  afoi^;  and  he  deliumd  me  by 
his  Excellent  wisdam,  boj^e  from  dethe  and  eke  from)  payment  of 
moneye."  "  Jjenne  were  thow  "•  quod  she,  "  vnkynde,  fat  woldest 
nat  bidde  that  kni^te  to  mete,  that  so  laire  had  lavid  the."    He 
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aanfiweide  fere  to,  &  saide,  ^i  lie  come  Bodenly,  and  sodenly  yede. 
)>eime  seide  ahe,  "knowiste  ^w  him,  if^  fon  seye  him  I"  "yee^" 
quod  he,  "  Bight  wele."  She  yede  vp,  and  cladde  hir  aa  ahe  dide 
afore ;  and  )»en  she  yede  forthe,  and  the  knijte  knewe  her  theniie 
wele,  and  for  loye  fel  dovne  vpon)  hire,  and  aaide,  ''  blessid  be  thow, 
&  ])e  houre  in  the  whiche  I  fyrste  knew  the  P  And  he  wepte ;  anil 
aftir  he  weddid  hir,  and  livid  &  deyde  in  the  service  of  god;  and 
yelde  to  god  goode  sowlia. 

MOBAUTEB.^ 

D£re  frendes,  J^is  Emperoui'  is  pe  Fadir  of  hevin,  oore  lorde  Ibefu 
Criste ;  fe  dowtar,  ^t  is  so  faire,  is  the  sowle  I-made  to  the 
similitade  of  god.  pe  knijt,  that  stirithe  hir  to  synne,  is  Eu^ry 
worldly  man),  the  whiche  is  aboute  bothe  nyte  and  day  to  foule  his 
soule ;  and  ]>erfoi'  he  proferithe  many  giete  yif tef,  aeil,  veyne  woridly 
goodes.  [Bat  as  longe]  as  pe  letre  lithe  in  the  bedde,  sciL  vertoes 
whiche  ]>e  soule  receyvid  in  baptime,  so  longe  he  may  not  foule  fe 
*  soule ;  and  so  bethe  they  oontrarijd  to^edyr,  bcU.  the  sprite  &  pe 
iicshe;  &  perefoi^  seilhe  ^  Apostle,  Spinitu  concupiscit  aduermu 
eamem,  et  caro  aduersus  spirUum^  &c.  This  is  to  soye,  ])e  sprite 
coveitithe  ayenste  J^e  fleshe,  and  the  fleshe  ayenste  the  sprite.  ]>en 
]>e  knijt,  wU,  ^e  fleshely  man,  gothe  to  the  marchaunt,  wU.  to  the 
devil,  as  ofte  as  he  delitithe  in  dedly  synne;  &  he  writithe  the 
charter,  when)  he  consentithe  to  synne ;  he  selithe  hit,  when  he  dothe 
the  synne.  for  in  holy  wiitte  Effucion)  of  bloode  is  not  elle^  but 
trespas  in  synnyng,  or  effucion)  bi  cause  of  synne ;  as  Crist  shadde 
his  blood  by  cause  of  synne;  and  so  al  that  dothe  synne  bethe 
8arvaunte«  of  the  deviUs,  as  thes  wordes  witnessithe,  Cuius  qpera 
quU  facUf  8eniu8  Eius  est,  This  is  to  seye,  Eche  man  is  seruaunt  of 
him,  whoe  werkis  he  worchi^  And  therfoi',  yf  we  do  synne,  we 
bethe  S6rvaunte«  of  the  deviL  virgile,  that  meuyd  him  to  meve  ^ 
letre,  is  pryde  of  lyf,  ^e  whiche  suffrithe  not  that  a  soule  livithe  not 
in  dennesse.  For  as  sone  as  vertues  bethe  Kemevid  by  asscntyng  to 
synne,  assone  the  soule  fallithe,  and  a  man)  is  delitid  in  synne^  ^t 
he  f oryetithe  ye  euerlastyng  lyf  whiche  he  lost  for  synno,  til  tyme 

>  of,  Ma  *  HortaUtee,  MS.  '  leaf  178,  col.  2. 
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that  sekeness  come  of  feblenesse,  by  povert,  or  tiibulacioTi) ;  &  ^nne 
swiche  men  bethe  ofte  tyme  attachid  by  the  marchaunt,  Bcil,  ye 
deyily  in  so  moche  that  the  wrecchid  man)  shalle  have  no  powci'  to 
make  satisfaedoan)  or  sorowe  for  his  synnes,  but  outerly  stondithe  in 
perilis  of  dethe.  thenne  the  damiselle  seing  this,  she  elotheithe  hir 
]ike  to  a  knight  right  so  we  ahulde  do ;  we  shulde  caste  fro  yb 
the  olde  lyf,  and  clo^e  va  wit/t  a  newe,  bcH,  goode  vertuys,  and 
aasende  ypon)  the  palfrey  of  Hesoune,  and  so  go  f orthe  to  holy  chirchc, 
&  fere  pray  god  vrith  a  fulle  horto,  &  allegge  ayenst  ye  devil,  that 
he  sle  TB  not,  by  cause  that  god  bowte  vs.  bat  then  vs  muste  take 
awey  the  fleshe,  ecH.  flesshclye  affecciouits,  so  that  no  bloode  lalle, 
BciL  no  synne  be  in  vs ;  f  or  yf  we  do  not  so,  ecU,  take  awey  flesshely 
affeccionns,  ^t  yere  be  no  synne,  eUea  ye  Emperoure  of  hevene 
woUe  have  an  accioh)  a'yenst  vs.  And  yf  we  woUe  thus  al^;ge 
ayenste  ye  devil,  as  ye  damisel  dud  a-yenst  the  maichannt,  withe- 
outen  dowte  ^nne  shalle  the  flesshe  &  ye  sprite  be  manjd,  to  live  in 
hliseei  &c. 

[  XLL  ] 

SESAR  A  WISE  EMPi^/ZOURE. 

(of  an  xmpkbor  who  suffered  the  loss  of  his  eye  for  the 

SAKE  OF  his   son.) 

SEsar  was  a  wise  Emp^roure  Keignynge  in  the  ceteo  of  Home ;  & 
he  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  fat  yf  yere  wei*  eny  man)  yat  dcfoulid  a 
virgine,  he  shulde  lese  bothe  his  yen.  Tliis  Emperoure  had  a 
Sonne,  that  he  louid  moche.  hit  happid  on)  a  certeyne  day,  as  this 
yonge  man  walkid  by  the  citee,  he  mette  withe  a  fayi'  mayde,  ye 
dowtcr  of  a  certeyne  wedowe ;  &  he  oppressid  hir,  &  foulid  hir  in 
flesh.  And  the  £mp69*oure  come  to  the  cetee,  and  ye  forsayde 
wedowe  mette  withe  him,  knelyng  vppon)  hir  knees,  and  seide  to 
him,  ''My  lorde,  do  Bight  and  lawe,  as  thow'  haste  ordeynid  yi 
selfe.  for  I  had  but  oo  dowter,  and  thi  sone  bathe  defoulid  hir 
by  oppression)  and  strenght."  fenne  the  Empcroure  was  hilie 
y-mcvid  in  mynde,  &  saide  to  his  sone,  "  A !  cursid  wrecche,  whi 
hast  thow  don)  a-yenste  my  lawo  ?    po\x  shalt  have  the  law  withe 

'  leaf  178,  back,  col.  1.  *  thew,  MS, 
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outene  dowte,  as  I  have  ordoynid."  when  worthi  lordea  hardo  ^ia^ 
thei  seiden  alle  with  on)  Toyse,  **  lorde,  ^ou  hast  but  on)  sone,  and 
Jyerefore  it  is  not  for  the  beste,  ^t  poM  do  onte  his  yen."  then 
seide  the  Emperonre,  "  Sirs,  ye  knowithe  wel,  yat  I  made  the  lawe^ 
&  he  hathe  broken)  hit;  &  ferefoi^  sithe  he  J^it  is  my  sonne  wolde 
breke  hit,  he  shalle  have  the  lawe."  ''A!  lorde,*'  seyde  thei, 
*'  for  his  love  that  dide  on)  the  orosse,  do)»  not  so  to  yonre  sone ;  ten 
that  wei'  oftir  yotir  discese  a  grete  shame  to  vs,  that  we  shulde  have 
a  blynde  man  to  ouz'  Emperoui'  aftir  ^yowe."  ))enne  seide  ^ 
EmptfToare,  '']>anne  shalle  I  a«wage  the  kwe  in  him,  and  yitte 
f ttlfille  hit,  and  that  in  this  man^r.  Myn  ye  is  ^  ye  of  my  sone,  & 
his  ye  is  myn);  and  ^refoi'  takithe  onte  on)  ye  of  myn)  hede,  and 
ano)}<fre  ye  out  of  my  sones  hede,  and  so  the  Liw  shalle  bo  kepte.** 
kni3te5  yede  to,  and  dude  in  al  poyntes  as  the  Emp^rour  comaundid, 
in  so  muche  that  men  dradde  hill  the  Emperoure  after,  for  ^e  hard 
dome  that  he  had  yevin  yer^  &  so  stiotlye  I-kepte. 

MORAUTEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  yis  Emperoure  is  oure  lord  Ihega  Crist ;  that  or- 
deynid  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  eny  man)  foulid  a  virgino,  he  shulde 
lese  his  yen),  ^at  is,  the  L'ght  of  hevene.  but  the  sone  of  the 
Emp^*oure  deflourid  a  virgine,  scil,  a  Cristen  man,  )}at  foulithe  his 
soule  by  synne;  and  yerSoif  the  Emperoure  Criste  sorewithe, 
whenne  fat  ]>e  wedowo,  Bcil.  conscieus,  pleyniihe ;  &  ^erefore  he 
for-soke  his  light  in  hevene,  what  t3'me  that  he  come  dovno  from) 
hovene,  and  for  oure  transgression)  &  oure  trospas  putte  him  solve 
out  from)  the  light  of  hevene,  takynge  the  forme  of  a  symple 
sarvaunt ;  and  not  only  did  oute  one  ye,  but  suffrid  al  his  body  to 
be  woundid  to  dethe.  And  so  he  woUe  that  ^ou,  synner,  8u£&e  to 
have  out  an  oyer  ye,  set?,  to  do  stronge  penaunse  wi^  him  for  thi 
synne,  that  god  may  seye,* ''  as  I  sufired  penaunce  fore  ye.  Right 
so  do  ^ou,  whenne  yovr  art  in  dedlye  synne."  and  so,  sir,  ye  lawe 
of  the  Emperoure  may  be  kepte,  and  y<m  be  saf,  and  have  ye  empire' 
of  hevene.    Ad  quod  nos  perduccU*  &c. 

>  leaf  178,  back,  col.  2.         '  that  poa  Qode  may  right,  MS.     See  IVates^ 
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[  XLU.  ] 

POLEMira  A  WISE  EW?EIiOUIl 

(of  ths  thbsb  reputed  sons  of  an  emperor,  and  how  the 

true  bon  was  discovered.) 

iT*^01emititf  Eeignid  a  wjs  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  and  he 
weddid  a  wyf  of  the  kyngdoni)  of  spayne ;  the  which  woman 
bare  in  his  tyme  iij.  childeriii).  In  a  day  whone  ))e  Emperes  was 
a-grovid  wi])  the  kynge,  she  saide  to  hiiu,  ''I  telle  ])e  sothely,  on  of  thes 
childerin  is  }i  sone,  and  the  of  ere  too  hefe  not  thin."  pe  Emperoure 
hcrynge  thes  wordes,  seide  to  hire,  **  1  pray  ])e,  tel  me  whiche  is  my 
Sonne  1 "  **  Kay,"  quod  she,  "  I  wol  not,  for  yf  I  dude,  pon  woldest 
setto  al  thi  cure  &  ))i  love  in  him  that  wei^  thi  clulde,  and  not  on) 
the  Of  em;  and  ^ereforo  as  lougo  as  fou  livist,  fovL  shalt  have  of 
echoB)  lik  cui',  &  love  in  herte."  )?enne  the  Emp^rour  heilde  him 
ttille,  &  wolde  speke  no  moi^  of  that  mater.  And  whenne  he  laye 
on)  his  dethe-bccfy  ho  callid  the  iij.  childeriu)  to  liim,  &  seide, 
**  dccre  f rendes,  I  mosto  ncdis  dye  nowe,  and  I  may  not  eschew  hit ; 
and  ])e7*efoi'  I  have  hei'  a  Hynge,  )}o  whiche  I  yeve  &  bequethe  to 
him  of  yow  ])at  is  my  sone.*'    And  aftir  fes  wordes  ho  dido ;  &  fe 

>  leaf  179,  col.  1. 
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[XIL] 

POleminus  reigned  in  Homo,  that  had  taken)  hym  a  wyf  of  the  kyng- 
dome  of  Spayii),  that  brought  hym  forth  iij.  sones,  that  wexeii) 
faire  children).  The  Empei'esse  was  on  a  tyme  wrothe,  and  said 
vnto  the  Empcroui*,  IF  "  I  say  the  for  sothe,  that  one  of  the  children)  is 
thyne,  and  no  mo."  f  The  emperour  said,  "  I  pray  tlie  telle  me  which  ^ 
of  aH  thise  is  my  sone."  she  said,  *'  I  shaH  not  telle  the,  for  yf  I 
shuld  telle  the,  thou  shuldest  love  hym,  and  cherissh  hym,  and  not 
the  other ;  Therforo  while  thou  livest,  thou  shalt  cheiissh  hem  all 
y-like."  ^  The  Empcrour,  whan  he  hadde  herd  this,  he  was  in  pease, 
and  wold  no  more  speke  of*  the  roatir.  Sone  after  he  iille  sike ;  and 
whan  ho  had  laboured  in  his  last  ende,  he  called  to  hym  his  ig. 
sonnen,  and  said  to  hem,  *'  Children),  I  shatt  not  ascape  this  sike- 
ncsse,  IF  But  I  have  a  p?*ecious  ryng,  and  I  bcqueth  it  to  hym  that  is 
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Emperoure  was,  as  is  ))e  maner  &  Eesouii),  wursliipefulli  buriec). 
Afbtr  his  buriinge  the  iij.  childerin  made  distaunce  for  ^e  King,  anci 
that  loDge,  til  tyme  jwt  fe  yonger  hroper  seide,  "  pia  is  not  worths  to 
make  suche  a  stryf ;  late  vs  go  to  the  kjnge  of  leruMtlem,  ^t 
dvreUi^Q  hei'  beside  ts,  &  late  vs  stonde  to  his  dome."  ))enne  seide 
fey,  "  Jjat  is  gode  counseiti,"  Jjey  yede  to  fe  kynge,  &  tolde  hiwi 
howe,  &  \Tidir  what  wordes,  fat  hir  fadir  hadi  biquethe  his  ring.* 
Anoon)  fe  kynge  made  J)e  Emp^our  to  be  ha^  out  of  fe  Erfe,  & 
made  his  body  be  y-bounde  to  a  tree ;  &  he  made  echon  of  hem  to 
take  a  bowe  &  an  arowe,  and  baci  hem  shete  at  him,  echon)  af tir 
ofere ;  for  he  that  smoto  deppest  in  to  the  herte  of  him,  he  shnlde 
hare  fe  Rynge.  they  made  hem  Eedy  to  this  werke,  in  so  moche 
that  he  firste  toke  an  arowe,  &  shet  a  depe  stroke  in  to  the  herte  'of 
the  dede  body ;  f  e  secoonde  smote  deppere  than  the  firste ;  &  the 
yongest  stoode  a-fer,  and  be-heldo  the  foils  shete.  "  Come  nere,"  quod 
the  kyng,  **  and  shete  thow ;  now  late  see,  yf  thow  mow  passe  hem." 
water  fel  fro  his  yen),  and  he  saide,  "  nay,  god  f orbede,  sir,  that  I 
shuld  do  swiche  a  dispito  to  him  fat  me  gate  !  I  nolde  do  it  for  al 

>  }»mg,  MS.  •  leaf  179,  ool.  2. 
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my  sone  of  you  iij."  whan  he  had  said  this,  he  died,  sons  aftir, 
whan  he  was  buried,  the  iij.  sonues  striven)  for  the  ryng.  than  the 
yonger  brother  said,  "  we  are  bretbem) ;  it  is  not  good  that  stryf  be 
amonge  vs.  IF  Hero  be-side  there  dwelletli  a  kyng ;  go  we  to  hym, 
and  as  he  demeth  lette  vs  stonde  to  his  domo,  for  he  is  a  wise  man." 
they  saiden),  '*  this  is  a  good  counsaile."  and  anon  they  wen  ten  to 
the  kyng,  and  said  to  hym,  how  her  fadir  had  bequeth  a  ryng  to 
hym  that  is  *  his  sone  of  hem  three.  V  The  kyn^,  whan  he  had  henl 
the  tale,  he  said,  ^*  gothe,  and  take  vp  your  fadir  out  of  the  erthe, 
and  byiide  his  body  fast  to  a  tree  j  and  than  sliali  I  sey  what  is  to 
done."  Thei  didde  as  he  baddo.  V  Than  said  the  kyng,  **  eche  of 
you  must  have  a  bowe  and  an  arowe ;  and  he  that  sheteth  deppest 
in  his  fadirs  hert,  he  shall  have  the  rynge."  V  The  eldest  shotte,  and 
smote  depe  in  his  Fadirs  hert  after  that,  the  Second  sone  shotte, 
and  smote  depper  than  did  the  first.  Than  said  the  kyng,  ''for 
sothe  thou  hast  smytten  depper  fan  thi  brothei'."  V  The  yongest 
brother  stode  aferre,  and  wept  bitterly.  The  kyng  said,  "  frende, 
shots  as  thi  brethem)  have  done."     ''god  forbedo !"  said  he,  "that 

>  leaf  19. 
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the  wttKlle."  Thexme  seide  ilie  kynge,  *'  I  am  now  sekir  ])at  thow 
art  hiB  lawfull  sone,  and  the  othir  too  bethe  bastordes,  and  not  of 
hiB  blode,  and  that  is  wel  sene  now;  and  ferefoi^  have  hei*  this 
Binge,  as  for  thi  Bight,  wel  wist  joore  fadir  what  he  mont,  when 
he  beqoathe  the  Binge,  &  saide,  '  I  yeve  hit  to  him  of  yow,  that  is 
myii ' "  &C.    Amen  I 

HORALITSS. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emp^roure  is  oure  lord  Ihera  Griste ;  ])e  Em« 
pcres  is  holy  chirche;  fo  iij.  childerin  bethe  iij.  kyndes  of  men); 
\q  ringe  that  is  rounde  botokenithe  hovene.  by  the  tirste  sone 
we  vndirstonde  lewes  &  sarsiuis ;  by  the  secounde  sone  fals  Cristen 
men,  that  aftir  hir  baptim  drawithe  toward  ])e  devil ;  and  by  the 
thirde  sone  we  vndirstonde  the  chosyn)  childerin  of  god.  Kowe  ])e 
firste  childe  shetithe,  set/.  lewes  &  sarasins,  the  whiche  troAvithe  not 
that  he  was  I-boi*  of  a  virgins,  &  toke  passion),  &  suf&id  de])e,  and 
was  I-boried.  ]?e  Secounde  sone  is  a  fals  Cnsten  man) ;  he  smitethe 
depper,  whenne  he  dothe  a  dedely  synne,  ])e  whiche  in  tyme  of 

[Second  Version.     Addit  MS.  9066.] 

I  shnld  do  that  dispite  vnto  hym  that  gate  me,  and  that  I  shuld 
perisstL  his  hert ;  for  idi  the  good  in  the  world  wold  I  not  do  that 
dispite  to  ray  fadir."  V  Than  said  the  kyng,  ''  with  out  doute  thou 
art  his  sone ;  and  the  other  are  not  his  sonnes ;  and  therfore  your 
fadir  bequathe  wele  the  ryng."  and  so  the  yongcst  sone  resceived 
it,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

Declaracio.  Frendes,  this  Emperout*  is  our  lord  Ihe^i  crist. 
The  Empresse  is  holy  chircli ;  the  iij.  sonnes  are  iy.  maner  of  men. 
The  rynge,  that  is  roundo  wtt/?outen  an  ende,  betokeneth  heven.  ^  By 
the  first  sone  we  shall  vndrestond  the  lewes  and  the  Sarasynes,  IF  And 
by  the  second  we  shuH  vndrestond  false  cristen  men,  V  And  by  the 
thirde  goddes  chosen)  sone.  ^  The  first  sone  that  shotte,  that  is,  the 
lewes  and  the  sarasynes,  that  trowe  not  that  crist  was  borne  of  a 
maide,  and  suffred  deth,  and  was  buried,  and  rose  agayn).  IF  But  the 
second  sone,  that  is,  a  false  crioten  man,  that  smote  hym  depper 
than  the  first  whan  he  dothe  a  dedely  synne ;  for  he  did  homage  to 
god  in  his  baptyme,  Therfore  he  offended  god  more  grevously,  whan 
he  synneth  dedely,  than  the  lewe  or  the  sarasyn).  IF  But  the  thirde 
brother,  that  is,  a  good  cristen)  man,  that  sorowith  mckoH  aH  way 
whan  he  seeth  god  smyttcn)  and  offended  by  synne ;  for  he  wDle  in 
no  wise  shetc,  that  is,  to  synne  ayonst  god.  And  therfore  shaH  the 
rynge  be  yeve  to  such  one,  as  tlie  Avise  kyng  that  demed  which  of 
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baptime  made  homago  to  goci,  &  forsoke  the  deviH  and  alle  his 

pompms ;  &  in  ^t  that  he  made  an  homage,  he  grevithe  goJ  moi^ 

^on)  a  lewe  or  a  saTasyne,  fat  nevir  made  none.    Bat  the  tiuide 

Bone,  Bcil.  a  gode  Cristen)  man,  he  sorowithe  mnchey  whanne  he 

sethe  god  so  smiteii)  by  synne,  &  he  wolle  ^not  ehete  by  no  maiMr ; 

and  ther-fore  to  him,  as  to  the  worthi  childe  and  a  trewe  sone,  is 

yeven)  the  Eynge,  seil.  fe  loye  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heyene.    Ad  quod 

naepeatducat  &c. 

*  leaf  179,  back,  col.  1. 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

the  iij.  bretheni)  shuld  have  the  ryng,  that  is,  the  second  peisone  of 
the  Trinite,  the  wisedom)  of  the  fadir,  to  whom  aH  domes  are  yevedL 
IT  This  is  the  wise  kyng,  that  shatt  deme  at  the  day  of  dome  whictL  of 
thise  iij.  bretheni),  that  is,  which  of  thise  uj.  peple,  shali  have  the 
lynge.  V  The  first  sone,  tho  ben  the  hethen)  peple,  that  wold  not  laye 
on  god.  V  The  second  sone  ai*  false  cristen  men,  that  amend  hem 
not,  while  the!  liven  with  contricion),  ^confession),  and  satistaoeionlt 
none  of  thise  ij.  peple  shatt  have  the  rynge,  but  bo  dampned  to 
holle.  V  The  thiide  sone  are  aH  trew  cristen  men  and  women,  and 
tho  that  have  be  synners,  and  have  amended  her  lyf  here,  while 
thei  lived  by  contricion),  confession),  and  BatiBfaccion),  and  other 
good  werkes  of  mercy.  4  To  hem  shali  be  yeven)  the  rynge  that  is 
rounde,  and  bathe  none  ende,  by  the  whiche  is  vndirstond  Uie  blisse 
of  heven,  that  hath  none  ende.  %  To  the  whiche  loye  and  blisse 
brynge  vs  this  wyse  domesman,  whan  he  shidi  sitte,  and  deme  trewly 
att  tbynge  I 

'  leaf  19,  back. 


[  XLIIL  ] 
ARCHILAUS  A  WISE  EMPJS^i^OUEK 

(of  THB  wonderful  SHIBT  MADB  BT  ▲  VIRGIN.) 

ABchilaus  Beignid  a  wise  £mpe?x)nre  in  the  citee  of  Eome,  a 
semly  mafi,  and  of  grete  stature ;  and  this  Emperour  desirid 
gretly  to  have  a  sherte  sotelyche  I-made  for  his  body,  and  wolde 
have  it  I-made  by  J)e  hondis  of  a  virgine  vnfoulid.  And  therf  ore  he 
sente  messagcris  ouer  al  the  Empire,  to  loke  yf  eny  swiche  myght  be 
founde,  fat  coudo  make  swiche  a  shirte,  but  they  coude  fynde  noon), 
but  that  they  wei'  corrupto,  or  ynperfite  of  the  craf  te,  or  vncunnynge 
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in  the  mysierj.  So  on)  a  day,  as  this  EmpeA)ara  went  in  Lit 
orchaide,  fern  come  to  him  a  Secretarie,  ]Mit  was  nye  of  his  oonnseiHi 
and  saide  to  him,  ''sir,  ther  is  a  damiseH  dwellyng  hei^  in  this 
londe,  fuie  and  gracious,  and  merreilonslye  sotil  in  crafts^  fe  whioho 
can  wd  werohe  yonr  sherte,  aftir  yoore  desire  &  Tse."  when)  tht 
Empeixmre  harde  that,  he  was  glad  and  iooounde ;  he  callid  to  him 
a  messager,  &  saide  to  him,  ''go,  in  al  the  haste  ^t  ^a  may,  for 
twiche  a  damesel,  and  make  to  hire  a  f aire  salutacioui)^  for  hit  is  toldo 
me,  that  she  is  pert,  &  wise^  &  clene,  for  to  do  my  desyre;  and  yef 
to  hir  in  my  name  this  lynne  clothe,  fe  whiche  is  in  lenght  &  bredo 
but  i\j.  ynchis ;  and  sey  to  hir,  that  she  make  for  me  a  shirte  of  so 
litis  clo]>e,  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for  my  body;  &  yf  so  be  tiial 
she  by  hir  sotill  cmfte  fulfille  my  wylle,  in  this  caa  [she]  shalle  be 
my  wyf ."  The  messagsr  come  to  the  damiselle,  and  in  the  name  of 
the  Emperome  he  woxshipflilly  gret  hei',  and  seide  to  hir,  "  damisd, 
my  lords  the  Empsrom'  sendithe  me  to  the,  and  he  gretithe  fe  weB ; 
^and  he]^  he  sendithe  the  lynne  dothe,  havinge  in  qnantite  uj* 
inchis;  and  he  praythe  the  Enterly,  ])at  ^u  make  for  him  of  this 
litl6  qnantite  a  shirte,  and  that  hit  be  longe  &  brode  y-nowhe  for 
his  body."  "  Jjat  wei*  a  wondirf ull  thing,"  quod  she,  "  neuertheles 
I  yndirtake  to  make  for  him  a  shirte  lai^e  I-nowe  for  his  body."  ))e 
moasager  heringe  thee  wordes,  he  tumid  home  ayene,  and  tolde  to 
tho  Emperoure  of  hir  aunswei'.  when  the  Emperoure  haide  that, 
he  ordcynid  an  honest  yessel,  in  the  whiche  she  shulde  werche  hit. 
pe  maido  ycde  to  werke,  &  she  wroujte  in  that  yessel  swiche  a  serke^ 
large  I-nowe  to  the  Emperoui'.  whefL  the  Empcroure  harde  that,  he 
weddid  the  damsel,  &  liyid  faire  lyfe,  &c 

HOBALITEB. 

DEie  f rendes,  this  Emperoure  is  god,  the  fadir  of  heyene,  the 
whiche  walkith  in  the  faire  Orcharde  of  heyene ;  and  bifox'  the 
tyme  that  he  had  takin  fleshe  of  mankynde  that  was  loste,  he 
thowte  of  hit,  and  of  the  lost ;  &  ferefoi^  oxu^  fadcns  desirid  to  see  him 
in  fleshe,  but  they  dud  not,  for  god  sent  his  sone,  when  he  sawe  tyme 
J^e^-to.    The  gentil  damisel  was  the  blessid  wiigine  marie,  to  whom 

'  leaf  179,  back,  col  2. 
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goci  sent  the  aichangell  gabrieH,  ^t  grote  liir  when)  he  saide,  V  Ave 
graeia  plena  !  %  This  is  to  seye,  hayle  f ul  of  grace !  neotfr^es  she 
annswerde  doutefnlly,  seing,  thus,  %  Quamodo  fiet  utudf  this  is  to 
seye,  how  shidde  this  be  I-done1  the  clothe  hathe  iij.  inchis,  ecU, 
powei'  of  the  fadir,  wisdom)  of  the  sone,  &  grace  of  the  holy  goete ; 
and  alle  the  woxchinge  of  the  trinitee  was  I-put  in  hii*,  wken  she 
conseynid  the  sone  of  god.  ))e  vessell,  that  gocI  yaf  to  worche 
in,  was  sonc^cacton)  that  he  made  in  the  wombe  of  his  modir, 
wher  withe  that  she  myght  conseyve  ^  sonne  of  gocI;  ^and  so 
she  WTovtOy  ])at  al  the  worlde  myght  not  take  for  to  worche,  and  the 
shirte,  that  was  wrovte,  was  the  manhode  of  Cziste.  To  the  whicll 
archangel  she  yaf  graunt,  &  be-hite  him,  whefi  she  saide,  Ecce  amciUa 
domini;  fiat  michi  eeeundwn  verbum  ^titcrn,  This  is  to  seye,  lool 
the  hande-mayde  of  the  lorde ;  be  it  I-do  to  me  aftir  thi  woide,  or 
as  yofx  hast  I-seyde.  She  hadde  a  wessel  yevin)  to  hir,  whenne  hit 
was  I-seyde  to  hir,  Spiriitu  eanctue  obumiralni  HMf  ))e  holy  gost 
ahalle  liteii)  in  the  as  a  shadow.  And  thos  she  ben^me  the  sponse 
of  Ciiste  for  Enermoi'.     Que  nosperducai^  &o. 

[  XLIV.  ] 
SATUENDHIS  A  WISE  EMPJS?iK)UEE, 

(why  the  emperor's  THRBB  DAUGHTERS,  WHO  WERE  WIDOWS, 
WOULD  NOT  HARRT  A  8E0OKD  TIME.) 

SAtuminus  was  a  wys  Empe/'oure  Reigning*  in  the  citee  of  Eomc ; 
the  which  had  iij.  dowteris,  that  he  marijd  vnto  iij.  dukes,  wtt^ 
grete  loye  &  withe  grete  power* ;  and  withe  in  thie  yei*  J)e  iij. 
dukis  wei*  dede,  and  iij.  wodewifi  wei*  I-lef t  bihinde.  Aftir  J)is  dethe, 
fe  Empci-oui*  come  to  the  first  dowter,  &  saide  to  hir,  "  dowter,  I 
connseiH  tlie,  that  pou  take  an  husbonde,  and  I  shalle  gete  the  a 
noUe  man),  and  a  worthL"  **  N^ay,"  quod  she,  "  I  woUe  noon),  and 
that  for  this  skylle.  ye  wote  welle,  that  I  am  nejfere  feire,  ne 
semlye,  ne  plesynge  to  mannis^  ye;  and  ])erefore  no  mafi  wolle  take 
me  for  love,  but  for  my  Eichesse ;  and  ^erefore  I  make  myn)  avowe^ 

'  leaf  180,  col.  1.  •  parducat^  MS.  •  reignig,  M& 

*  man  is,  MS.  *  avove,  MS. 
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to  goJy  yat  swiche  on)  wol  I  none  take."  Thenne  the  Emp^rouie 
oome  to  ye  secoonde^  and  saide  Eight  so  to  hir.  **  Kay/'  saide  she, 
and  that  for  this  cause,  ^'yf  I  take  an  hnsbondf,  I  sholde  love  him 
as  muche  as  him  ]?at  I  hadde  a-fore,  or  elle^  lesse ;  and  yf  I  lovid 
him  lasse,  ^nne  ther  shulde  be  no  trew  love  bitwene  vs,  and  yf  I^ 
lovid  him  as  moche  as  I  dude  the  firste,  that  had  my  maydinhode^ 
feSi  I  dide  out  of  Beson),  as  me  semithe."  The  Emperour  yede  to  the 
Thirde,  and  seide,  **  wolt  }Km  ^t  I  gete  to  the  an)  husbonde ;  yf 
thow  wolt  telle  me,  and  I  shalle  gete  the  on)  f allyng  to  thin  Estate  f " 
**  A !  'god  forbede,"  quod  she,  '^  for  holly  chirche  tellithe  vs,  )Mtt  a 
man  &  a  woman)  couplid  to-geder  in  matrimony  er  oo  body,  and 
two  in  sovle,  So  that  my  body  is  ^e  body  of  my  husbonde,  and  yf 
the  fleshe  bo  so  deei',  ]>enne  ere  the  boones  eke ;  &  yerdoi^^  as  longe 
as  eny  bone  is  in  the  scpulcuxe  of  my  husbonde,  as  longe  shuUe  I 
neuer  be  couplid  to  noon)  ofer  man)  ])anne  to  him."  whenne  the 
Emperoure  hadde  I-harde  al  thes  aunsweris,  he  wolde  no  mox'  towcho 
to  hem  of  matrimonye ;  so  fey  yeld  goode  sowlis  to  god,  of  whos 
dethe  gret  lamentacion)  was  I-made,  &  sorow  in  the  cite. 

MORALITSB. 

DEie  Frendcs,  piB  Emperoure  is  god ;  by  the  ig.  dowteris,  that 
bothe  I-marijd,  we  may  vndirstonde  sowlis,  whiche  havi^ 
in  hem  fre  thinge^,  bciL  to  stire  or  move  withe  sovlis  of 
feot,^  to  smolle  wtt^  bested,  &  to  vndirstonde  w/tA  aunglcs.  ]?o  iij. 
dowtms  were  marijd  to  iy.  dukes  by  synno  of  the  furste  fadir ;  J>o 
soule  was  marijd  to  the  devil  be  pryde  of  lyfo,  maryed  to  the  worlde 
by  wronge  covctise  of  yen),  and  also  to  the  fleshe  by  sensualite. 
))es  bethe  oure  iij.  Enmyes ;  but  by  doynge  of  ponaunse,  and  by  the 
passion)  of  Criste,  ])eye  wei'  dede,  &  so  subiecte  to  men,  ^ai  alle  men 
in  the  worlde  my3t  withstonde  for  to  Eesseyve  synue,  and  to  be 
couplid  wtt^  wickidnesse,  yf  fat  pe  foi*  woUe  only  assente  pere  to. 
&  ferefore  seithe  Axigustinus,  Peccafum  voluntarlum  e^,  synne  is 
wilf ulle ;  that  a  man  dare  not  take  hit,  but  he  wolle  him  self e.  And 
pe  iij.  dukes,  that  woi*  the  husbondes  of  the  iij.  dowt^is,  may  be 

1  &  yf  I  and'  yf  I,  MS.  •  leaf  180,  col.  2. 

•^  AV  MS,     8.'c  Xvtet. 
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aeide  the  holy  treniiey  that  coveytithe  a  maii)  to  be  coupUdf  to  him 
by  penaunce ;  and  ^eref  ove  late  va  in  this  wordle  be  so  Tnsondirlye 
ooupUJ  to  the  holye  tranitesy  that  we  mow  come  to  the  loye  of 
heyene.    Amen  I 

[XLV.  ] 
POmCULUS  A  WISE  EMPJEflOlZfi. 

(tHB  STOBT  of  THB  THBBB  OOOK0.) 

^  m  ^Onicnlnfl  a  wise  Emp^ronre  EeigniJ  in  the  citee  of  Eome; 
mA  the  whiche  oideynid  for  a  lawe,  that  if  a  woman)  dude 
JL  ayontri  vndir  hir  hnsbonde,  fat  the  man  sholde  be  departid 
tro  hiTy  &  ener  af  tir  he  shnlde  be  Bedy  with  ]>e  Emperour  in  bataile ; 
and  yf  so  wei^  fai  he  waii)  fo  victorie,  he  shulde  have  in  the  f oiste 
day  of  his  victorie  ii\j.'  hononies,  anci  in  the  secoonde  day  he  shulde 
snstene  ii^.  hevynessis,  )^t  he  Enpridid'  him  not  for  the  honours. 
So  in  thilke  dayes  y&c  was  a  knyght  I-calliJ  Acheron),  ^e  whiche 
hadde  a  fayre  womaii)  to  wyre;  and  this  woman)  loyicl  ano])«re 
kni3t,  by  weye  of  synne.  hit  bifel  a  cas,  fat  hir  husbonde  was  I- 
Eedden)  to  his  co^itre,  of  the  whiche  Eidinge  that  o]>ere  knijt  had 
ceiiificacion) ;  &  so  he  come  in,  &  lay  by  his  wyf  al  nyght.  And 
>  leaf  180,  baok,  od.  1.  "^  Uj.  Ma  '  eoprioide,  MS. 

[Seco9id  Veman,    Addit.  M8.  9066.] 
[XnL    leaf  l^,  hack.] 

PElliculiis  reigned  in  Borne,  the  which  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a 
woman  had  done  advowtry  vndir  her  husbond,  yf  he  myght 
lawfully  preve  it,  he  shuld  be  departed  from  her,  and  after- 
ward be  redy  in  every  bataile  o^  the  Empcroui* ;  and  yf  he  had  the 
victory,  the  first  day  he  shuld  have  iig.  woishippes,  and  the  second 
day  he  shuld  suffre  iiij.  shames,  lest  he  shuld  be  over  provde  of  his 
worshippes.  V  There  was  that  tyme  a  knyght,  whos  name  was 
called^  Acearon,  that  had  a  faire  wyf*;  and  she  loved  another  man 
inordynately.  IT  It  betille'  ones,  that  this'  knyght  her  husbond 
went  out  of  court,^  for  nedes  that*  he  had  to  do.^  V  ^Vlian  the^ 
other  knyght,  Amasius,  Hhat  the  lady  loved,^  pcrseived'  that,  ho 
come  on  a  nyght  to  her  house,  that  ho  myght  fnlHlle  his  lust  witb 
the  lady.  %  there  were  than^^  in  the  house  iy.  Cokkes,  that  certayn) 

'  Om.  C.        »  fillc.        '  the.        *  the  cuntre.        *  Om.        •  be  do. 
'  that        •  Om.        •  saw.        ••  Om. 
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la  this  place  we^  i\j.  ookk^^,  that  vaicl  muche  to  crowe ;  And  at 
the  ladj  Liye  in  hir  bedde  withe  the  knijt,  she  harde  the  cokke 
dowe,  and  she  aeide  to  hir  aarvaimt,  **  what  menith  this  cok,  that 
erowithe  ihusl"  ))e  earFaunt  anawerid  in  this  maner,  ''the  cok 
•eithe  in  his  songei  that  thow  dost  thin  hushonde  wionge."  then 
the  hidj  seyde  he  shdde  ho  dede;  &  so  he  was  indede.  Anon)  the 
seeounde  coke  began)  to  ciowy — ''what  menithe  thisl"  qaod  the 
hdj.  &  ^  senraont  saidci  "  My  felowe  for  his  sothe  sawe,  hatha 
bste his  lyf  and  lithe  ful  lawe."  "And  seithe  he  sol"  qnod  the 
kdy ;  "Now  for  so^  he  shalle  lese  his  crowinge."  The  coke  was 
dsde  Anoon);  And  the  lady  was  lede  downe  Anoon)  Ayene;  And 
the  thiide  cokke  crewCy  with  a  giet  Toyse  &  a  bolde.  "  Seye," 
qnod  the  lady,  "in  the  develiB  name^  what  seithe  he  now)"  And 
the  mayde  aynswerid  in  this  mandr,  &  saide  thos,  "seijre  the 
ookke,  'hei',  and  see,  &  sey  nowte^  ]>enne  )»a  maiste  hare  alle  thi 
wille.'"^  VeriUM:  Audi^  vide^  taee^  si  iu  via  vittere  pace,  V  pea 
aside  the  lady,  "sle  not  that  cok,  by  no  wey."  Aftir  al  this,  ^e 
kni^  hir  husbonde  come  home ;  and  or  he  had  be  longe  at  home, 
'he  was  certi^jd  of  the  dethe  of  the  cockds.  He  yede  to  the 
*  thowtef    SeeSiftet.  *  leaf  180,  back,  ooL  2. 
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tymes  W  the  nyght^  crowed.*  H  whan  the  lady  was  Vibedde,  she* 
lierd  the  first  Cokke  synge.  She  said  to  her  maiden),^  "  what  seitll 
the  Cokke  in  his  songe?"  *"for  sothe,"  she  said,^  "thou  doest  thi 
lord  wionge."  She  said  'to  her  maide,*  "  I  'wille  that^  the  Cokke 
be  slayn)  anon) ; "  and  so  he  was.  V  After  that,  the  second  Cokke 
songe.  the  lady  said  to  her  maide,  "what  syngetii  this*  CokkeV 
"this  Cokke  seitli,*  '  my  felaw  for  his  sotK  saw,  hath  lost^*  his  lyf, 
and  lieth  fuH  lawe.' "  the  lady  said,  "  I  Villa  that^^  the  Cokke  have 
the  quede ;  and  for  his  songe  he  shaH  be  dede."  V  The  third  Cokke 
songe  sone  aftir  that,  and^*  the  lady  seid  to  her  maideii),^  "  what  seitii 
the  Cokke  ^^ ) "  she  said,  "  the  Cokke  seith  thus, '  here,  and  se,  and 
hold  the  stUle,  and  thar  thou  may  have  att"  thy  wille.' "  IT  Than^^* 
the  lady  said,  "  I  willo  not  slee  that  Cokke.**  and  so  that  Cokke  had 
his  lyf*.    IF  After  that,  the  knyght  her  husbond  come  home,  and 

*  Om.        *  song.        '  leyde  In  bedde,  and.        ^  majde. 

*  The  mayde  aeyde,  ^  The  ook  seyth  in  hie  song,  that.        '  (hm, 

''  wole.        •  the.        •  She  seyde  *<  The  cok  syngeth.        *•  lora        "  wole. 

"  Om,        '*  mayde,  jMUsim,        '*  C  adils  :  in  his  song  t  " 
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Emp^roure,  and  aakid  a  devorco,  as  the  lawe  wolde.  ]>enne  saida 
pQ  Emp^oure,  "thow  moat  go  with  me  in  to  bataille."  "Ser,  I 
assent,"  quod  he,  ''  but  I  aske  what  sholde  be  to  him  that  biowte 
home  the  victoryo.**  Jjenne  seyde  the  Emperouro,  when  the  victor* 
of  the  bataill  wei^  come  home,  he  shulde  haye  in  the  fiist  day  iiij. 
woTshipis ;  of  the  whlche  this  is  )>e  first,  he  shallo  be  sotte  in  a 
chan',  &  iiij.  white  hors  shulle  drawe  hit  to  the  palyse  of  thie 
Emp^xHir ;  The  socounde  is,  )Kit  aH  his  trespassoors  &  Aduersaz^ 
shnldo  folowe  his  chare  behynde  him,  withe  boundeh)  hondii  6s 
fete;  The  thirde  is,  that  he  shalle  be  cladde  withe  a  cote  fat  u 
I-oallid  Tuntc<i  iauis,  V  and  alle  men  shnl  knele  afor'  him ;  and  the 
fovrfche  is,  that  he  shalle  sitte  that  day  be^yde  the  Emperoure.  Bat 
the  secounde  day  he  shalle  sustene  ^erfor  iiij.  hevincsais ;  For  in  the 
firste  his  cote  shal  be  takin)  fro  him,  &  he  shall  be  in  Repntacion)  as 
a  f ooL  So  wtt^oute  ony  mor'  of  ^is  mater,  he  yede  forthe  to  bataile, 
and  had  fe  victorye ;  and  affcdr  took  bo])e  honoures  &  dolours,  as  is 

'  vioiory,  M8. 
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herd  playnly  how  the  Cokkes  were  slayn).  he  went  to  the 
Emperour,  and  asked  a*  devorce,  by  cause  his  'wyf"  was  founds* 
in  advowtrye.  V  And  whan  the  devorce  was  made,  the  Emperour 
said  vnto*  the  knyght,  "  now  the  behoveth,*  after  the  lawe,  to  go 
to  my  bataile."  The  knyght  said,  "  it*  liketh  me  wele.  But  what 
shatt  the  lawe  yeve  hym  that  hath  the  victorye  in^  bataile ;  that  wold 
I  know."  V  The  Emp«rour  said,  "  whan  he  cometh  that  is  over- 
comer  of  the  bataile,  ho  shall  first  have  iiij.  worshippes.  the  first 
worshippd  is  this,^  that  he  shaH  sitte  in  a  chare,  and  iiij.  white 
stedes  shali  draw  it  to  the  paley&  The  second  worshippe  ^is,  that 
alle^  malefactonrs  shuH  folow  his  chare,  and^®  her  handes  *shaU  be^* 
bounde  be-hynde  hem.  IF  Tlie  thirde  worshippe  is,  that  thei  shult 
do  on  hym  ^lubitei^  clothe  ^^  ^of  worshipp^*,  and  aH  men  shatt  knele 
before  hym.^  The  fourthe  worshippe  is  this,^^  that  day  he  shaH  sitte 
by  the  Emperours  side.  IT  But  the  second  day  he  shaH  snffre  ii\}. 
diseases,  that  is,  he  shaH  be  taken)  as  a  theef*,  and  shamfully  ledde^^ 
to  the^*  prison),  and  be  dispoyled  ^of  lubiter^^  dothyng,  and  as  a  fole 
he  shaH  be  holden)  of  aH  men^* ;  'and  so  he  shaH  huve,^  that  went 
to  the  bataile,  and  had  the  victorie."    ^  The  Euipe7-oui'  seyng  his 

'  Om,        •  leaf  20.        '  prouyd.        *  to.        *  byhooea.  •  That. 

^  in  the.        •  Om.        •  is  this,  alle  the.        *•  Om.  "  Om. 

"  lubilcrs  clothyng.        "  Om.        »*  Om.        "  be  led.  »•  Om. 

"  lubitero.        "  hem.  »•  Om. 
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mUnb  bofoi',  lowely  &  obedientlye ;  For  whiehe  grete  lowlineflso  ^ 
SBupflfonze  lulye  aTauneid  hiniy  &  he  £ndMi  a  isijf  Ende,  &c. 

God  men,  ^  EmptfroOze  is  Crist  ])e  Empcrotfr  nude  a  lawe^ 
tliat  If  thi  wyf^  setL  thi  flesh,  do  ayoutry,  \a\i  moste  be  de» 
pofiUI  fro  hir,  mL  fro  fleshelj  afifecoioims;  for  by  synne 
k  a  mau^  deply  in-drsynt  in  dethe  eiMiiasfyng.  forsynneisnotly^t^ 
bat  it  is  bevy,  and  weytibe  moi' than  lede ;  for  yf  ledefiAfio  agreto 
h^  bit  gothe  downe  no  for^^re  bat  ^rili^  a  litis  downe  in  to  the 
Erthe,  but  synne  in  ti^rnkelynge  of  an  ye  ^rillithe^  alle  the  er]>e, 
SDcl  Bestithe  not  or  it  some  to  belle,  helle  is  in  the  middis  of  the 
Erthe  sol.  in  the  oenti!^  of  the  er^  as  seithe  the  Fhilesophir ;  audi 
^srfoi^  ^a  man  moste  be  ware  of  synne.  anJ  ^srefore  goci  wdle,  ^ 
as  sone  as  the  fleshe  bathe  I-done  avoutiye  by  synne,  ^  thow  putte 
tiii  selfe  to  the  bataile  of  penannce,  and  sostene  ]Mre  mekely  that  ia 
I-pntte  to  ^ ;  and  therfoi*  sei^  Mot/A.  Jt/^fum.  enim  meum,  9uau$ 
mtf  €t  onus  meian,  leue,  )»i8  is  to  seye^  ^y  yoke,  eeiL  penaunoe^  ia 
swete,  Bcil.  for  it  tnmithe  to  swetnesse,  &  my  chaige  or  my  biudyiil» 
MciL  commanndementy  is  l^t  The  knyjt^  that  weddid  the  wyf,  p9k 
dude  ]>e  avoutrye,  and  slow  the  cockis,  is  fe  sone  of  god ;  for  he 
weddid  the  soule,  &  the  soule  trespassid  vndir  him,  by  the  synne  of 
Adam,  the  first  &dsr.    by  the  firste  ookk  that  is  slayne,  vndirstonde 
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pacience^  and  meknesse,  promoted  hym  to  grete  richesse ;  and  so  in 
pease  he'  ended  his  lyf. 

V  Deelaraoio.  Frondes,  this  Emp^ronr  is  the  Empsronr  of 
hereii),  that  made  a  lawe,  that  yf  a  wyf  had  done  arowtrye,  that  is, 
thi  flessli,  yf  it  be  in  dedely  synne,  or  have  done  avowtrye,  thon 
owest  for  to  be  departed  from  it,  that  is,  froih  flesshly  affeocions ; 
For  by  dedely  synne  man  is  cast  into  helle.  VTherfore  our  lorde 
wille,  that  after  thi  flessli  haVe  done  avowtrye  by  dedly  synne,  that 
thou  put  thi  self  to  bataile  of  penaunce,  that  wilfully  thou  suffre 
none  tbyng  that  aro  put  to  the.  ^  The  knyght,  of  whom  the  wyf 
had  done  avowtrye,  and  slayn)  the  Cokkes,  for  sothe  he  was  the 
Sonne  of  god,  that  wedded  mannes  soule ;  and  she,  by  synne  of  our 

*  grete  paeiens.  *  Om^ 
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propbttiB,  ^bk  whiehe  pMpheni^  and  iaWie  ajetisl  ajnAe  j  Im  Betths 
Mot^  JenmdUihi  ieritMem/  qke  ob&idig  pg^i9^a»i  ei  Utpid^b§ 
eo$  gut  ad  te  tnim  suni^  this  is  to  sey,  Jerusalem!  that  sleist 
propldiea,  &  steyiust  hem  that  l)^the  t-sent  to  the,  whi  dost  thow 
so  t  Hie  aeeoimde  eoM  ^  crolrithb  bethe  appoalbles  &  swrttisy  Ibat 
w^  I^slajiie  for  sothefiMtneiBe ;  dUnd  the  Ihiide  edk^  that  is  n<A 
Blayne,  M^  prdatev  ft  prtehoTris  thai  b^  now^  Ihit  dare  no^  th 
wolfe  not  aeye  aethd,  bnl  ^edtlie  al  men);  and  the  thoff  faami^  inw 
The  wortKi  knijl  CHate^  seinge  so  iiianj  wronger  doo)  to  him  kj' 
ayime  in  this  eas,  h^  aiifind  midc^ye  bo^  henottrs  anJ  beriileflais^ 
as  dudu  the  kiiiji ;  for  he  satte  in  th6  chalie^  wdL  rppoi^  ab  afei^ 
and  iig.  1»liite  hbrse  dion^  hit^  bM  iiij.  eardtnkdl  TttrtueSy  that  ^tfm^- 
^uifrmoiP  withe  him.  The  aeoenndb  honooF  %Im»  that  alle  hia  tfA 
do^Ts  sholde  foloir,  bcH.  a  mnhitiidd  of  pej^  come  hiloi^  Crirt  ft 
b^hytidd,  seifage,  O&amtaftiio  dauid/  btnediekui  pd  ^mUn  nemiuB 
dmkifdt  ])e  sone  of  danid  niake  ts  safe !  bkeaali  be  he  that  60»y)^ 
ih  the  name  of  the  Idtd !  The  ^dde  hohoii^  Irasy  that  ke  shuUe 
be  elad  wttA  the  cote  y-caltid  Mnyca  iarn'Sf  ^t  was  whenne  fe  ievHa 
str^wid  dothis  ft  flowiia  in  the  we^e.  The  hope  hom>ilre  waS|  ^t 
he  shtdde  sitte  at  the  table  withe  the  Eoq^oi^  and  so  dude  he  ; 
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fttst  f^ir  Adam,  liraa  avoWtei!et'.  H  The  fint  ixkk^  thM  k  dajFid^ 
are  the  prophetes,  that  prechen)  ajenst  synne.  V  The  Second  cokke 
are  the  appostels  and  mortirsy  that  were  slayii)  for  the  troutbe. 
IT  The  thirde  Cokke  sUf  prelates  and  preclionrs,  that  in  thiae  daies 
dare  not  ne  wUle  iibt  isey  tiie  trbdthe,  but  flattse  the  )>eple.  wo  shali 
be  to  such  at  domesday  I  %  The  knyght^  that  had  the  woishipDe, 
is  ciist ;  For  whan  crist  sawe  tW  so  many  evels  were  wreugbt  by 
^ynne,  he  yaf*  bataile  to  the  deveH.  ^  Ibe  &»t  ^y,  tW  was  o)l^ 
Palme  sonday,  foure  fold  wo^ippes  were  done  vnto  hym.  %  i*irat 
he  satte  in  a  chare^  that  wasi  Vpon  an  asse ;  and  ii\].  ^  white  hmft 
were  iig.  Cardenidi  vertues,  that  all  way  were  with  hytn.  9  Ttiift 
a^colkd  woRuiiM>^  y^  ^^  t^t  «ft  the  malefacibodrs  folbwed  hym ; 
that  was  the  llaatitiide  of  |>eiple  t))at  was  Wfore  alnd  bc^yhie^  S^ttag 
cnyng>  ''^r  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  .^  ^  t^e  wdlnhipptf  was»  XtM 
Ittbiter  coota  was  done  on  iwnr,  tbat  isi  the  tewes  cast^  in  ihe  Mraf 
clothes  and  flonrea,  and  did  hym  worshippe.  4  Hie  iburtha 
worshippe  was,  that  he  satte  at  the  Emperours  table ;  so  he  saUa 

'  leaf  SO,  back. 
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he  aatie  in  the  temple  of  JerasalenoX  but  in  tyme  of  paseioim),  so^. 
in  gooci  firicUyi  the  fonr^  hononief  tamidf  in  to  iig.  heyine88e[8],  for 
'^ere  as  he  fiint  Bode  vpon)  an  aase,  aftirwanl  }ei  toke  him,  as  he 
had  ben  a  thef ;  &  ferlot  he  aaide,  Tanqmam  ad  lahonem  evMb^ 
mtm  gladU$  ^fiuHbm  eonqn'ehemkre  me^  As  lo  a  thef  ye  eome  onte^ 
wiHk  vmuim  A  battef  to  take  me,  Ayaneal  ^  aeeonnde  ho]y>ttr« 
wbfBt  aa  ttiej  oama  &  matte  him  ao  Beoarentl j»  )»y  Inowte  hiai 
diamfbttj  to  ^  honae  of  Kay&a,  withe  maay  BepaeTia  &  acomea, 
Ay—ata  the  thiida  honcMney  that  he  ahoUe  be  aladde  withe  the  eota 
of  ioiii%  yti  apoylid  [him]  of  al  his  dotiunge ;  ami  ayenate  ^  fei^ 
Ifaj  did  him  Tpoo)  the  oosae,  and  spette  oa^  bis  faoe^  and  hoffetiil 
hisL  Loo  1  goode  aizi%  what  aoomia  and  SepieTia  that  om^  loidiQ 
Iham  Griate  aoffaiid  for  the  aovle  ^t  dude  avowtiye.  late  Ta  }endai 
mdtf  for  hia  lore  penannee  in  thia  woilde,  thai  wa  mowa  ooma  to  Ul 
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in  lenualem  amonge  the  doctonrs.  V  But  afterward  on  good 
friday»  agayii)  hia  iiy.  wonhippea  thai  didden)  to  bym  iig.  disMaee. 
agayn)  the  firste  woiahipp^,  that  [be]  aatte  on  the  Aaee,  lliey  token) 
hym  as  be  bad  ben)  a  tbee^.  Agayn)  the  second  worsbipM,  that 
thai  oomen)  agayn)  bym  with  reveienoOy  Af terwaid  thai  kode  byqi 
ahamfully  to  Gaypbaa  bouse.  Agajrn)  the  thixde  wonbippe,  [thafl 
thai  did  on  ^m  lubiter  cote,  Forsothe  thei  diapoyled  hym  of  aH 
ya  clothes.  4  Agayn)  tiie  iii^j.  WOTsbipp^,  that  be  satte  at  the  taUa 
of  the  Emparour,  thei  put  bym  on  the  crosse,  and  spette  in  hia  faeoi 
and  ga^  bym  buffettisy  and  eyaett  and  galle.  H  Tbarfeie  anffire  wa 
here  aome  payh)  for  bis  love,  by  the  wbiebe  wa  mow  aoB»  to  hgnOt 
whan  we  amdi'  passe  oute  of  the  world.    V  Amen. 
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[  XLVI.  1 

GODFRIDUS  A  WISE  EMPJTJKOURE. 

(or  THB  XAGIO  BINO,  BBOOCH  AND  CLOTH,  WHIOH  AN  SXPSBOB  LKFT 

TO  HIS  80k;  how  hb  lost  them  and  how  THET  WXBB  BBOOYBBSD.) 

GOdfridus  regnid  a  wise  Empennir  in  the  cetee  of  Borne,  &  he 
had  chiHerW  that  he  louitf  moohe.  Aiui  whea  he  kye 
on)  his  deihe-bed,  he  callid  to  him  his  eldest  sonne,  mud 
sside  to  him,  ''Dei^  sone,  the  heritage  that  my  fadir  lefte  &  biqnathe 
to  196,  holly  I  yeye  hit  to  the."  Aftir  that  he  depidf  the  seooonde 
•one,  anJ  saide  to  him,  *^JM  sone^  I  hare  certeyne  poesessions, 
londis  ancl  tenemente^,  ^at  come  of  my  poichas,^  &  )>erfor,  sone,  I 
yere  [the]  al  tho,  an<l  alle  o^  that  I  have,  wt t^  oote  my  heritage.** 
Ancl  he  made  the  thirde  to  be  callid,  &  seide  to  him,  *'  sone,  I  hare 
noo  movable  goodes  to  yeve  the,  but  only  ^  ieweH,^  so?,  a  presioua 
Binge,  a  gay  broche,  A  a  BiaH  clothe ;  and  thes  iij.  I  bequethe  the. 
And  the  vertu  of  the  Binge  is  this,  that  who  so  euer  bei'  hit  vp-on) 
him,  he  shalle  have  love  of  al  mexi) ;  The  vertu  of  tho  broche  is  this, 
that  who  so  en^re  bei'  hit  vpon)  his  brest,  late  him  thinke  what  he 

'  purohus,  MS.  *  Iwelle,  Ma 
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GOdfridus  reigned  in  Bome,  and^  had  i|j.  sonnes,  the  which 
he  loyed  mekdi.'  Whan  he  laye  in'  his  dethe-bedde,  and 
shuld  dye,  he  called  first  to  hym  his  eldest  sone,  and  said 
to  hym,  **  My  sone,  att  the^  heritage,  the  which  my  fadir  lefte*  me, 
holich^  I  leve  and  yeve  it^  to  Uie."  IT  After  that,  lie  called  to  hym 
his  second  sone,  and  said,*  My  sone,  dyverse  londes  and  tenementis 
1  have  bought^  and  Niheym)  i^*  I  yeve  to  ^®  the,  what  so  evii'  thei  be, 
that  longe  not  to  the  hentage."  ^  Than  he  called  to  hym  the  thifde 
sone,  and  said  to  hym,  "My^^  sone,  I  have  Vione  mevables^*  that  I 
xnay  yeve  to  the,  Bat  I  have  iy.  lewelx,  that  I  bequethe  to^*  the, 
that  is,  a  precious  rynge,  and  a^^  broche,  and  a  precious  clothe.  The 
vertu  of  tho  Bynge  is  this,  that  who  so  bere^^  it,  shaH  have  the  love 
of  1^  men.  IT  And'*  the  vertu  of  the  broche  is  this,  yf  ^^  any  man  or 

•  thai        •  myohe.        *  on.        *  myn.        •  hathe  left  to.        •  Om, 
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wdDe,  ^an<l  he  shalle  mete  ferwiih  at  his  likjnge ;  And  the  Terfcd  of 
the  cbthe  is  swiche,  that  lete  a  man  sitte  vppoid  hit,  &  he  shalle  he 
in  what  partye  of  the  worlde  he  woUe  desire.  &,  sone,  I  yeve  the 
tiies  iy.  and  I  ohaige  the,  that  ym  go  to  soole,  for  thow  shalt  hj 
thes  i^.  .gete  gode  I-nowhe."  when  this  was  sejde,  he  tumid  his 
hody  to  the  walle,  and  yelde  vp  ]>e  gost  The  childerin  wit4  the 
mod^r  Beuerently  boryed  him,  and  giet  lamentacion)  was  made  for 
his  detha  Then  the  Eldest  sone  occuiuod  his  eritage ;  the  Seconnde 
Sonne  al  ^e  pnrchas.  And  the  Empires  saide  to  the  yongest  sone» 
^tA  &dir  yaf  to  the  a  Binge,  &  a  broche,  &  a  clothe ;  here  I  take 
to  the  the  Ringe,  that  thow  go  to  scole,  &  leme;  and  yf  ^a  do 
welle,  ^w  shalte  be  myn  owne  dei*  harte."  }>e  yonge  sone  receyrid 
the  Hinge ;  and  his  name  was  lonathas ;  and  he  yede  to  an  vniutfr- 
site,  and  fere  he  lemid,  in  a  marvelous  maner.  And  as  he  walkid 
in  a  certeyne  day  fer  in  the  citee,  fer  mette  yfrith  him  a  fairs 
woman);    &  whenne  lonathas  sawe  hir,  he  was  I-storid  to  aal 

*  leaf  181,  back,  00I.I. 
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woman  bere  it  on  his  brest,  let  hyrn  Mesire  what  goodes  that  he 
wille  have  of  temporal!  goodes,  and  he  shidl  have  hcm.^  IT  The 
▼erta  of  the  clothe  is  this,^  who  so  ^evor  have  it,  and'  sittith  thoron), 
lette  hym  thyiike  in*  what  party e  of  the  world  he  wolle^  be,  and  he* 
shaU  be  there.  Tho  iij.  lewelx^  I  bequeth  to*  the,  and  I  bid  the, 
that  thou  go  to  the  scole  ;  for  by  thiso  iy.  lewelx*  thou  shalt  have^ 
I-"iioughe."  IT  Whan  the  fadir"  had  thus^'  said,  he  turned  hyni 
to  the  walle,  and  died.  ^  The  first  sone  Hoke  and**  occupied  his** 
heritage,  IT  And  tho  Second  sone  had**  aH  that  was  purchased. 
If  The  Empress©  called  to  her  her*'  yongest  sone,  and  said,  "My 
sone,  iy.  thynges  thi  fadir  hath  left  the,  that  is  'to  sey,**  A  Rynge,  A 
Broche,  and  a  Clothe.  And*^  I  take  the  the  Bynge,  that  thou  go  to 
the**  scole ;  but  be  wele^*  ware  of  womans  companye ;  and  sonne,^ 
yf  thou  leme  wele,  thou  shalt  be  to  nie  a  welbelovcil  sone."  ^  The 
yonge  sone^  lonathas  toke  the  Bynge,  and  went  to  the  vniueraite ; 
and  there  ^he  lemed  and**  profited  wondirly.  H  It  befelle**  on  a 
day,  as**  he  went  in  the*^  strete  of  the  towue,  he  mette  right**  a  faire 
woman.     Whan  lonatas  ^had  seon*^  her,  he  was  take  in  her  love. 

'  think  that  is  plesing  to  hym,  and  anono  he  shalle  fynd  it        '  that 

'  Om.        *  on.        *  wolde.        •  anone  he,         '  Ow.        •  0».        •  Om. 

'•  gete  the.         "  leaf  21.        "  And  whan  he        '*  this.        •*  Om.        »*  the. 

•*  ocupied.        "  her.        '•  Om.        '"  Om,       *  Om,       *^  Om,       "  Om, 

*=»  Om,        ^*  Om,        ^  fiUe.        ^  Om,        ^  a.        *•  with.        *  saw, 
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talanrfiiH  inaiitfr  of  love,  &  ^NJce  to  htf  iher  ^  She  gnraatail  hkai 
A  lie  lay  witlie  hii  tl  nyght ;  and  aftir  iielde  hir  ataUe  to  kis  atoie* 
^d  thoiow  Tertu  of  the  Riage  he  hwMe  getya)  lo^  of  al  the 
vmnmite ;  he  made  giet  tukes,  ami  no  tUnge  hi«  laddd^  for  they 
homM  Mm  so  moche^  tiuit  lor  fab  loye  they  yeve  hha  I-iiowe.  This 
m^aua^,  that  was  hk  lenuua^  hi^t  feKcia;  and  ehe  had  giet  nnrvayle 
fA  he  had  alle  thingw  to  las  faufte,  aad  at  lus  wi21e^&  fer*«he4X>Tde 
fjuiu  Here  n^r  peny  with  haau  So  m  a  nyght^  as  ^  lay  to^eder 
ili  %edy  riie  saide  to  hun,  ^woi!8hi|lfaH  sir,  ye  have  I-had  my 
ttig^kihode,  and  ye  shvUe  have  me  as  longeas  I  live;  and  as  ye 
ei^veyle  me  to  be  Bedye  to  yooie  wille^  I  pcay  yew  telUthe  me  a 
]piltldknd  l^iat  I  shalleaske  of  yow,  setl.  how  gre  make  so  maay  fester, 
ft  hsivithe  so  niaohe  goode,  &  havithe  bo  trssoufe  ae  moay,  ^  I  can 
let  *  J^ime  saide  he, ''  yf  so  be  that  I  telle  fe  siy  eouaseiH,  I  trowe 
fik  ytfw  woldest  disoousr  me.*'  '^Kay,  sir,  god  foKbede,"  quod  she, 
*'^  ensr  I  shold  ^do  that  tnrjrtorye  to  yowel**  Jtenaie  said  he, 
**  My  fadir  hathe  biquethe  to  me  this  Binge,  yaJb  ^w  seist  me  have 
OS)  my  fing^;  and  hit  ha)»e  swiche  a  vertn,  that  he  that  beiithe  hit 

*  leaf  181,  baok,  ooL  SL 
*'       ••  -  ■  -  -  '  ■ 
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AnoBd  he  spake  ^  of  inordynate  love,  and  she  consented  to  hym ;  and 
^he  slept  witb  her,  end  held  her  with  hym,*  by  the'  verta  of  the 
•Bynge;  *and  also*  he  had  love  of  aH  the  nnyversite.  he  made 
dyvme  festes,  and^  of  no  thyng  he  defauted^ ;  and  men  loved  hym 
«o  mekeS,^  that  for  his  love  men'  yaf  hym  I-now.  If  Amasie,  his 
love,  had  mekdl^  woudir  that  he  was  I-fedde^®  so  deyntely,  and  had 
«tt  thynge^^  at  his^'  hands,  and  she^'  sawe  no^*  peny  with  hym.  IT  On 
a  nyi^t,  as  they  laye  in^^  bedde  to-gedre,  She  said, ''  a  I  ^y  gentile^' 
sir,  ye  have  my  maydenhode ;  end  as  longe  as  I  ]y ve  I  sum  be  at 
your  wills.  If  I  piay  you,  that  ye  wille^^  graunte  mo  a  litett  peticion), 
,yf  it  like  you.  how  ^gete  ye^  so  mekeil:^'  good,  and  makei^  so  many 
ftsatiSi  and  I  se  you  have  no  peny  ne  treuBouiT'  IT  He  said, 
^^happely  and''  I  tell  the  the  trouthe,  thou  woldest **  be-wie^^e  ^my 
oqansaile.'*''  She  said,  ''god  for-bede  Hhat  of  mo  shuld  be  done" 
soehe  a  trespasse  ayensf*  you ! "    V  Than  he  said,  *'  my  fadir  lefte 

■  mpAib  to  her.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  had  defaute. 

^mdbit.        "thei.        *  m joh.        '""feilde.         ^^  Om.        ^  Ow.        '*  Om. 

**  no  thing  ne.        '*  in  a^        ^  Om.        >^  wole,  pauim.        *'  ye  gete. 

••■jych.        "if.        "abodyst.        "me.        **  me,  that  I  shokle  do. 

**  agayne. 
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iOii  hiM  fiagtr,  dballe  kt¥e  lav»  of  atto  ttea,  Qad  ao  «1  nMn)  lovitbe 
ne  llMifiNie  io  modM,  fat  wbat  so  %uer  I  «ake  of  hem  ^  jovMie 
aie."  AbcI  tiieii  audo  die,  ^air,  >whi  woULa  tiiow  aaner  lalia  sm  )Ai 
jor  nowo,  finr  parjlia  tlMt  myglifc  fallal*^  ^wUt''  qnod  Tonathw, 
<^vbai  pcfila  mjgU  fallal^  (jfione  aaida  lalicia,  ^J»0a  goaU  afta 
Ijnia  m,  tba  tovna,  ft  )«r  4bow  mirjtoi  lea  hit  bjr  aona  obaTQM; 
.AfidI  lor  io  laae  awkhe  A  IaweHfi»  hit  wei' ^eato  faaniM  imM 

^erfoxa,  dai^  bifida,  lara  aaua  tiiat  KiiKge,  ft  I  ahalla  k^pie  tt."  Ipiiatliaa 
faff  goKide  eixdenae  to  hir  votdea,  ft  toka  hir  tl^  Biiig^  a&Avhaa 
liit  iraa  ao  I-doii)^  )»  love  of  tha  papla  bygan  to  turiKa  fto  hm$  «fb 
^  was  aooa  that  wolda  ^ny  moi'  jeve  him,  aa  ^i  du^  alox&  JUf# 
wbaa)  ha  peroeyvidi  tbat^  ft  ^  the  oaoae  waa  lor  ha  bans  Qot  -jflNi 
Binge,  ha  tiinud  ayena  to  hia  lemmaa,  and  aaida  to  hir,  that  aba 
ahuldadeUiur  hit  to  him  ajene.  Andl  tbenne  i^e  ba^ganoa  to  £|7i9ie 
A  laaynga,  aa^  aaida  with  a  loude  ciie,  ^  Alaa  i  my  cheate  ia  I-btaika, 
an^  the  Binge  ia  borne  ^yrjay ! "  pexm»  lonathaa  waa  luli  iplM, 
aucl  aaide,  ''alaa  !  womnuih),  ]Hit  euer  X  saw  the ! "  And  she  be-ganne 

[See<md  Venwu.    AiJUiL  MS.  90a6.] 

^ne  tha^  'Ryjfigti  th^t  ja  .on  my  ^^gre,  the  whiehe  hatll  suolL  a  TeHu, 
ihat  who  60  ever  beie  it,  ahaU  have  lave'  of  >afl  folke.  theifoip  ^ 
folka  loven  me,  i^  so  mekel},'  that  what  ^so  over'*  I  aake  of  hem,  Ahei 
grannte  it  me."  If  Than  aaid  alie,  '*  A  i  my  aii',  whi  tokl  not  ye  me 
this  before,<^  for  periH  that  myght  falle."  f  '<  what  {xsritf,''  he  aajd, 
"myght  that  be^?"  f  She  aaid,  *^Ye  go  ofte  aiUiea^  in  diuerae 
fclisluppe;  happely®  ye  myght  leao  the  liynge,  and  it  Vedce  gsate 
pite*  to  leae  sucb  a  precious^  leweii.  thedbre,  my  ^i^ood  sii*,^^  take 
me  the  Ryng,  «nd  I  ahatt  kepe  it  as  my  lyf*."  and  '^  louot&s  lov^ 
:her  wele,'^  and  toke  her  the  Kynge,  for^*  to  kepe.  IT  Sone  after  that. ^ 
the  Kynge  was  from  hym,  the  love  of  men  began  :to  faile  agayxd  hym, 
and  thei^^  wold  no  longer  yeve  hym  as  thoi  .£d  before  ^^9  YThan^ 
lie  peraeived  that,  ^he  inew  welo^  it  woa  for  \»uae  tliat^  he  .baua  not 
the  rynge ;  and  than  he^^  aaid  to  bis  Jove,  that  abe  sbuld  take  hym 
the  rynge.  She  Vroae  vp,^  and  went  into  her  chambve,  and  layn^ 
A  leayng ;  and  aaid  with  a  grate  crye,  <*  Alias !  lUlas !  my  ooffca  is 
broken),  and  the  Bynge  born)  Away ! "  If  Whan  lonatas  herd  that, 
he  was  gretly  stared  in  hym  self,  and  said,  **  wo  be  the  tyme  that 

'  this.        '  .the  loiie.        *  jnyohe.        *  Om.       >  of  this  b>'fore  hand. 

*  faile.       ^  lythe.       '  and  hsfipyly.       *  isperille.       **  Om,       "  4lere  lore. 

••/fca,        '*0u.        ^Vm.        '\b^.        ^*  On.        »^  leaf «,  book. 

*•  Om.        ^  Om.        ^  Om.        •'  Om.        "  roaa. 
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to  wqpe,  &  to  make  [grete  aorow] ;  and  lonatliaa  aawe  that,  & 
*'wepe  not»  for  goci  hathe  holpin  me  hedir  to;*'  &  he  trowU  hir 
TBS^  welle.  So  he  wente  to  hia  contre,  &  come  to  hie  modir. 
iriiemie  ^e  Empiesae  Sawe  him,  she  aaide  to  him,  **  Deaf  aonne  whi 
ect  thow  come  hom  ao  aoone  fro  thi  atudiet**  J^mie  aeide  lonathasy 
**  A I  modiTy  I  have  lost  my  Bjngd^  bj  canae  that  I  toke  hit  to  mj 
Ittnmaid.''  Themie  anawerd  ^  modir,  ^'aone,  I  have  ofte  tyme  aaide 
to  the,  that  thow  ahoMeate  be  ware  of  wcmnuad;  and  now  I  woUe 
take  the  thi  bioche,  but  loke  that  thow  leee  not  hit."  Lmathaa 
Beatqruid  }e  brochey  &  iSMtenid  hit  yppoiO  hia  bteat,  anci  yede  to 
tiia  Tnintfraitey  aa  he  dude  afbi^.  AncI  ao,  thorowe  yerta  of  the 
bioclie^  he  gate  al  thii^  that  he  wdde  coreite  towchiage  wordly 
goodea.  In  ao  muche  that  the  damiaelle  hadde  grete  marvayle  of  hit ; 
A  ferfore  bothe  nyght  and  day  ^ahe  lay  abonie  him  to  aeye  the 
aothe,  how  that  he  made  ao  gret  fester,  and  hadde  ao  deyntefnlle 
matfa,  bat  he  wolde  not  telle  hir  longe  tyme.    but  the  ahrewe  weptc| 

>  leaf  183,  eol.  1. 

[Second  Vernon.    AddU.  MS.  9066.] 

era  I  saw  the  I"  She  anon^  befian)  to  wepe,  and  made'  to  hym 
grate  aorow.  f  lonataa  loyed^  her,  ^and  had  pitee,^  and  said,* 
^  Wepe  not,  for  god  ahi^  yit  heipe  me."  f  Than  he  went  to  the 
Empreaae,  his  modir ;  and  whan  ahe  saw  hym,  she  said,  ^*  O I  my 
aonci  whi  art  thou*  come  so  sone  from  scole  1 "  '*  X) !  dere^  modir, 
I  haye  lost  my  Kynge,  by  cause  I  toke  it  my'  love."  IT  She  said, 
**  O I  my  sone,  offce  sithes  I  said  the,*  that  thou  shuldest^®  beware  of 
womana  company.  Now  I  take  the  the  broche,  and  beware  from 
hena  forward  that  thou  lese  it  not."  f  lonatas  tdce  the  Broche, 
and  fiitftned^^  it  on  hia  brest,  and  went  agayh)  to^'  scole.  If  Anon 
hia  loye  mette  hym,  and  mode  hym  grete  chere.  lonatas  fkyned  all 
thyng,  bnt  yit  he  held  festes  aa  he  did  befoie ;  for^'  what  so  ever^^ 
ha  wold  ihynke  aa  ynto^  tempon^  goodes,  he  had  hem,  as^  by  vertn 
ci  the  broche.  his  loye  mervailed  aa  ahe  did  before ;  and  nyghtes 
and  daiea  she  aaked  hym^^  \md  praied  hym,  she  myght  haye  know- 
kcb  how  he  fared  ^  so  wele,  and  praied  all^  other  to  %is  festy**  Vtnd 
had  no  goodea.^    If  ^In  no  wise  he  wold"  telle  her  of^  longe  tyme. 

'  Om.        "  shew.        •  leoyd.  .     *  Om,        *  seyd  to  herei.        •  Om. 
^  He  wjde,  *<  O !  my  dere.        '  to  my.       *  to  thei        **  sholde.       "  fsstyd. 

»  to  the.        »»  Om,  •     •*  Om.        »*  Ow.        ^  Om.        "  of  hym. 

'*  that  he  tholde  shew  her  the  troutbe,  how  and  where  [be]  had,  thai  he  ferde. 

'*  Om.       ^  festei        **  Om.       «  He  wold  not.        "a. 
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iifi&,  ft  «dde,  ''))ou  trowest  not  me,  I  see  wel ;  ft  I  wolle  byndrf 
my  lyf  to  the,  to  kepe  ^i  counsel  ft  thi  lewel  eke,  yf  }(m  haddM 
eny."  lonathae  trowkl  hir  wordee,  and  tolde  hir  Uie  yerta  of  die 
bioche.  ))enne  she  weple  moi*  faste,  ft  wolde  not  be  stille ;  ft  fta^ 
saide  he,  **  Woman),  whi  wepist  thow,  and  for  what  carse  soioweat 
faa^"  ''for  I  trowe,"  qnod  she,  ^}at  fow  wolte  lese  thi  hiodn^ 
and  thenne  thow  leeist  al  thi  thryfte."  |)enne  saide  he,  '^Whklf 
wolte  thow  coonsaile  me  in  this  cas  t "  ))enne  she  saide,  **  I  coonssQIa 
the,  that  f(m  take  hit  me  to  kepe."  **1  trowe,"  quod  he,  ''that  foa 
wolte  lese  hit,  as  thow  loste  my  Binge."  "I-wisse,"  qnod  die, 
"Raihir  shalle  the  sowle  parte  from)  my  bodye  or  I  lese  hif 
lonathas  mdir  a  grete  triste  tooke  hir  ^  broche ;  and  sone  afbir  the 
godes  bygon)  to  fayle.  thenne  lonathas  entirid  in  to  the  chanmbi^, 
and  she  began)  to  crye,  as  she  dude  af oi^,  and  saide,  "  Alias  I  }6 
broche  is  I-stole;  I  woUe  now  for  woo  slee  nowe  my  self!**  ahu 
drowe  onte  a  knyf ,  ft  Feynid  as  she  wolde  have  smetin)  hir  sslfs, 
Thenne  lonathas  trowid  that  she  wolde  have  slayne  hir  selve;  ka 

[Second  Venian.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

IT  Than^  she  wept,  and  said,  "alias  I  alias  I  thou  lovest  me  not^  ne 
tmstest  me  not,  Tor  yf  thou  woldest*  telle  me  the'  sothe,  I  wold 
bynde  ^y  lyf*  that  I  shuld*  never  lese  youre  leweH."  whan 
lonatas  herd  tbis,^  he  loved  her  wclo/  and  told  her  of  the  verttt  of 
the  broche.  IT  Whan  she  herd  this,  she  wept  bitterly.  lonatas 
seid  \o  her,'  ''whi  wepest  thou  thusl"  She  soid,  "I  drede  me, 
Hhat  ye  sliuH*  lese  your  broche;  than'^  shuH  ye  lese  a  grete  lewayle."** 
he  said,  "what  Void  ye"  counsaile  me  to  do  Hher  withi""  She 
said,  "that  ye  shutt  take  it  to"  me  to  kepe."  %  he  said,  "  I  drede, 
that  thou  shuldest  lose  it,^*  as  thou  diddest  the  Eyngo.**  She  said^ 
"  forsothe,  dethe  shaH  first  take  ^mo,  botho  my  soule  and^'  my  body, 
^rather  than^^  I  shuld  lese  the  broche."  V  louatas  'loved  her  wele, 
and^'  toke  her  the  broche  to  kepe.  anoii)  'as  it  was  delyuered  from 
hym,  his^*  goodes  failed  'sore,  and  than*^  he  asked  the*^  Broche 
agayii);*'  and  anon)''  she  went  into  her  chambre,  and  cried,  "alias ! 
alias !  and  wele  away !  the  broche  is  away.**  I  wills  '^sle  my  self 
for  sorow ! "    IT  lonatas  herd  this,  and  ranne  fast^  to  her,  trowyng 

'  alway.        "  if  ye  wolde.        •  Oit^.        *  me.        •  wold.        •  that 

'  Om,        •  Om,         »  lest  ye  sholl.         '"  and  than.        "  vertu. 

"  woldest  thou.        "  Om.        *'  On^        '*  the  broche.        '*  my  aoole  fro. 

"  or.        '•  Om.        »•  after  that        "  Om.        «  her  the.        "  Ow. 

"  Om.        ••  take  away.        "  leaf  22.        *  Om. 
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Mm  {h6  kayf  from  Iiir,  A  saide,  **iamimlli^  I  pmy  ^  lev*  tbi 
w«|)ii^,  for  I  foxjeva  it  the  aJ  to^^edir."  Anon^  by  emm  of  nede 
k«  twnid  hoone  ageynei  and  viatUI  Us  madar.  Ao^  vbenne  hi« 
nodar  sawe  him*  riw  Mide  to  liiin^  **^7f  Bom^  liast  tliowe  lost  thi 
teofilM,  as  ^ow  4id66t  ihi  Biogel"  &  Is  aaide^  ''ttie  iremaD)  jOiat 
had  ^  Singe!,  hadda  the  bfoehe  ia  the  aame  meaar;"  b«t  what 
irartike  of  hit  he  oe  ImeWy  aa  he  aaide.  |)eoBe  ^  modir  bemgo 
iTale'  apayde  withe  Uio.  abe  saide^  ''aoBve,  Jkhi  wotiat  wdle  I  have 
warn  no  moi^  of  th jne  hut  e  elotha^  is  }erhto  hei'  it  ia ;  chea  ^a 
wkmf  fom  wolte  kepe  it,  oi'  lete  it  hef*.  but,  acme,  I  waniiJ  the  to 
he  waie  of  womeB."*  Aiu)  lonathaa  aside  theime  aycgacv  **  So^j, 
■lodirf  yf  ao  he  that  the  clothe  he  loat>  I  /ihaUe  neiaer  moi^  thenne 
kke  ^  in  the  lace.**  penne  ahe  deUimtf  to  him  tjhe  dothe,  and  he 
fade  'ayene  to  aoole.  is  aoone  aftir  hia  vnthrilti  lemman  jnette 
withe  him,  aa  ahe  dude  afoi'^  and  ahe  made  )iifn  gode  ohere,  &  kiste 
hte;  and  hedideaa  thowhe  he  hadde no  leweL  whenne  he  waa 
i»  hia  Jboetelle^  aone  he  leyde  the  clothe  Tudir  Ima,  bji&  bad  hia 
>  Iwdi^  H8.  '  wome,  HS.  '  leaf  ia%  ool.  2. 
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that  ahe  wold  ale  her  aelf*;  and  toke  the  knyf*  from  hei^  and  aaid, 
''make  not  auche  a^  aorow,  for^  I  £ocyeye  the  att  ^this  treaposae.'* 
9  iLud  than'  auon  folowyng^  he  went  'the  aecopde^  tyme  ynto^  his 
aodic,  the  Empresse.  whan  ahe  sawe  hym,  ahe  aaid,  **  O.I  my  aone, 
hoair.ia  it  witK  thel  haat  thou  lost  tbi  broche,  aa  thou  diddeat^  thi 
xraget"  he  said,  "ye,  modir;  IT  The  woman  the  whiohe  reaceived 
the  rynge,  ahe'  liatK  the  Broche  alao';  and  what  ^ahe  hath  done'^ 
withe  hem  I  wote  never.**  IT  The  Empresae  aaid,  ^'jny  aone,  thou 
knoweet  wele  that  I  have  now^^  but  one^'  lewelt,  that  is,  the^' 
psecioua  clothe,  now  thou  maist^*  cUeao^  whether  tbou  wilt  kepe  it, 
or  laae  it  I  have  oft  aithea  aoid  to  thet,  that  thou  shuldeat  be  ware 
td  womana  wylea.**  he  aaid,  ''  a  I  awete  jnodir,  I  ahaH  nevor  ae  your 
Itkoeand^  I  leee  this^'  dothe.**  IT  ^he  toke  the  clothe  of  hia  modir,^^ 
and  went  ayene  to  the  acole.  If  Anoii)  hia^'  love  come  ayenat^'  hym, 
and  made  'to  hym''  grete  myrthe ;  'he  went  forlh,'^  and  liteH  aoid. 
f  Whan  he  come  to  hia  Inne,  he  apredde  the  dotho  yndimethe  hym, 
tfid  toke  with  hym  y.  amale  hotels  of  wyne,  and  also"  brede  ^Le 

^  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  Om.        *  thlHe,  Ma 

*  to  hii  oontre,  and  Tisite.        ^  hast        *  to  she.        *  (7mw        **  is  do. 

"  Om.        '« o.        "a.        "  may.        "  If.        '•the.        "^  Om, 

»•  as  taiiL        »•  agayne.        *^  Om.       **  Om^        ^  Om. 


MAQio  wni,  tftoooB^  A  ouna.  nom.  At.  uMi  ft  ja  mml  187 


kmfta)  «itlB  ilowas  huid%  Mm  vppoii)  tim  clothe ;  &  the  knewe  aot 
of  the  Terta  of  flie  clothe ;  aad  ft-nooD)  lonathae  thovti^  ^iotde  1  jt 
we  w«i:'iiewinfer4)(iiitvee^wh«riieii^]M2icoMealeie  thiftl**  Ami 
theime  withe  4he  flame  thovAe  ^y  wo^  bothe  Reyaki  vp  io^fidit,  m 
to  the  f(Nie6t«oiile<rf  theworide,wit4the«iotfaewtt4  1ieaL  Ami 
whenne  the  vranu)  aawe  ^1^  she  «a]d%  "^inl  what  4o  we  haft^ 
*' Hei'  we  hethe  nowc^"  qtxxl  ha^  ''and  hei'  I  .ahaUa  hm  th^  muS 
beetM  ahnlle  devioiie  ttie,  lar  that  thow  haat  I^oUya)  oqr  B^rage^  A 
By  iHreohe."  **AI  «ir,  SMrey/'  qvod  ahe^  ^for  eothely  yf  thow 
wolte  faiy2ige  me  ayene  to  ihecitee,  I  ahalle  yere  to  the  }»i  Baiga 
aiu)  tfai  hroche^  wti^  oitteii)  aaye  ayene^ttoniyBge ;  aad  hat  yf  1 4b 
in  dede  ^  I  fleye,  I  woDe  hgrsde  me  to  the  IcwkattiethQ,''  lonathaa 
tiowid  hky  ft  aaide^  ''loke  Bowe,  that  faa  MiBdr  do  twapaa  mn^^  for 
yf  thew  doy  fon  ahatt  ^dye.*^  AnJ  thenne  abe  aaide  to  him,  ^{og 
theloiFeof  god  td  bw  bow  how  we  oome  hedhrt**  ))euie  aaide  he^ 
''the  Terta  ^  the  doihe  a%  that  who  oo  eoert  aittithe  fer  yfod^ 
ahalle  be  in  what  coate  of  the  wodde  he  woUe  deaire  to  be  ynne." 

[Second  Version.    AddU.  MS.  906B.] 

toke  witll  hym  ;^  IT  And  ^Aan  he'  aaid  to  lua  love,  that  >ahe  Aolcl 
^come,  -and '  aitte  by  hym.  She  knew  nat  the  vertu  of  the  doth^ 
and  aette  her  downe  by  hym  on  the  dotbe.  IT  Anon)  lonataa 
thought,  ''  I  wold  we  were  boihe  aa  we  aitte  in  the  ^foreat,  and  in 
the^  'fertheat  partiea*  of  the  world,  where  never  man  come."  whan 
he  had  thought  thua,*  they  were  bothe  take  vp  in  the  dothe^  and 
aette  in  ibe  fertheat  partie  of  the  world.  IT  The  woman,  whan  ahe 
persdved  this,  ahe  cried,  ''allaa!  aUaa!^  how  are  we  aette  herel" 
IT  he  add,  *'  here  I  ahatt  leve  the  done,  and  wylde  beatea  ahaH 
devowre  the,  for  thou  ^kepeat  from  me'  my  Broche  and  my  Bynge."* 
IT  She  aaid,  ''  good*  air,  have  mercy  on  me ;  and  yf  ye^*  bryng  me  to 
the  Citee  there  I  waa  to  day,  I  ahaH:  yeve  you  the  brodie  and  the 
rynge ;  And  but  I  iulfifi  this,  I  bynd  me  to  the  moat  foule  detbo 
that  ye  wille^^  put  me  ta"  IT  lonataa  yave  feith  to^'  her  wordea,  and 
aaid  to  her,  IT  ''Be  ware  that  thou  treapaaae  no  more  from  hena 
forward,  for  yf  thou  do,  thou  ahdt  be  deda  IT  She  aaid,  ^nay^ 
cortea  I  ahaH  never  tre^jMaae  ayenat  ^'  you.  but,  awete  air,  *I  praj 
you,^*  telle  mo  how  we  are  aette  here  t  V  he  aaid,  "  the  vertu  of  the 
clothe  ia  this,  that  who  that  ^^  aitteOl  theron,  he  ahafi  be  in  what 

>  Om.        '  Om.        *  <?M.        «  Om,        *  feneatpOTty.        *  fhia. 
^•Om.        *  ha«fc  kept  wUh  ilM.        *  A  t  goode.        **:liMNi.       » 
"  vnto.        "  mora  a^aynt.        '*  Om.        '*  ao. 
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As^  then)  he  saide»  ^  for  so^,  I  hadde  leu^r  slepe  then  al  ^e  worldes 
goode,  as  me  thinkithe;  and  ^^refore,  I  pray  the,  ley  forthe  ^i 
liherfte,  ^t  I  may  ligge  down),  and  have  a  litle  slepe.**  she  dude  so, 
ft  he  leyde  downe  his  hede  in  hir  shirte^  and  byganne  stronglye  to 
tlepe.  }>enne  she  heringe  his  grete  slepe,  she  drow  the  parti  of  the 
dothe  that  was yndir  him  vn  to  hir;  ft  ^nne  she  thowte,  'MordI  yf 
I  wei^  now  whei^  that  I  was  to-day ! "  and  anon)  sodenly  she  was 
hrowte  to  the  same  plase ;  ft  lonathas  lay  stille  slepinge.  whenne 
he  wakid,  he  sawe  neifere  clothe,  ne  woman) ;  he  wepte  bitterly,  and 
•aidey  ''Alas !  alas !  what  shalle  I  nowe  do  I  wot  neufire;  and  I  am) 
woithi  al  this  bale,  for  I  tolde  to  the  woman)  al  my  counseilL**  he 
lokid  abowte  od)  enerye  side,  and  sawe  no  things  but  wilde  ^beste^, 
and  briddis  fleing  in  the  heii' ;  and  of  hem  he  hadde  giete  diede  in 
berfce.  And  he  Boss  vp,  and  yede  by  a  oerteyne  [pathe],  but  he 
wiste  neaer  to  what  place,  and  as  he  yede,  ^  was  a  water  in  his 
weye,  ouer  the  whiche  he  moste  nedis  goo ;  and  whenne  he  Enterid 

>  leaf  1S2,  baok,  ooL  1. 
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partie  of  the  world  that^  he  desireth  to  be.*'  IT  whan  this  was  said, 
''I  have,**  he  said,  **'a  wondir  greite  wille  to  slepe ;  Streccli  out  thi 
skirthe,'  that  I  may  rest  *me  thereon,  and  slepe^  a  while.**  If  And* 
anon  the  woman  ^  was  redy,  and  toke  his  hede  into  her  skirthe,  and 
he  began  strongdy  for'  to  slepe.  She  beheld  that,*  and  drew  away 
softly'  the  clothe  that  was  vndre  hym  every  dele;  and  than^^  she 
thought,  "  wolde  god  that  I  were**  there  as^  I  was  'this  day^  atte 
morow !  ****  and*^  anoii)  she  was  sette  in  the  same  place ;  and  lonatas 
left  there  slepyng.  IT  And  whan  he  was  awaked  of  his  slepe,  *he 
loked  aH  aboute ;  and  whan  ho  sawe  ^  and  founds  neither  the  woman 
ne  the  cloth,  he  wept  bitterly,  and  said,  ''If  Alias  !  alias  I  what  shall 
I  now"  do,  ^for  I  wote  not**  whether*  to  fle ;  for**  this  disease  I  have 
wele  deserved,  synne**  I  shewed  att  my  counsaile  'to  the  woman."-* 
f  he  loked  idl  aboute,  and  sawe  not  but  briddes  in  the  eyet*  ileyng, 
and  wyld  bestes  rynnyng  by  hym,  of  the  which  sight  he  was  gretcly 
adred.*^  if  he  rose,  and  went  forth  by  a  pathe,  but  to  what  place  or 
whetherward  he  wist  not  If  Whan  he  had  thus  longo  gone,  he 
oome  to  a  watir,  over  the  which  he  must  wade;  and  whan  he  had^ 

'  Om.        '  leaf  22,  back.        '  »kyri.        *  and  depe  theronne.        *  Om. 

•  damselle.        *  Om,        •  Om.        •  a  parte  of.        '•  Om.        "  were  now. 

»»  Om.        "  UMUy.         "  monMSL        »»  Om.        »  Om.        "  Om. 

••  ne  wote  I  neuer.         »•  fro,  MS.        *  sethe.        "  Om.        *•  aferde. 
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ink)  the  wat^,  it  was  8o  hote,  fat  hit  biende  of  the  fleshe  iio  )» 
boone  of  his  legget^  for  hit  diowe  a-wey  alle  the  fleehe  that  it  towchiii. 
And  lonathas  hadde  fer  a  dewette,  and  fillid  hit  of  that  water, 
tho  he  yede  fbrthe,  tille  he  saw  a  tree  folle  of  irate ;  and  ^«re  he 
gaderid  frewte,  &  ete,  thorow  the  whiche  he  was  made  a  f onle  lepanu 
And  ^  for  soiowe  he  fel  down),  &  seide,  **  Coisid  be  the  day  whei' 
in  I  was  home,  and  abo  the  honi^  in  whidl  I  was  oonseyrid  in  my 
modir  1 "  Aftir  this  he  Rose,  A  yede,  and  sawe  the  seconnde  water; 
and  dradde  for  to  enti^.  nener^es  he  enterid  in,  &  as  the  fyiste 
water  drowe  of  the  fleshe  of  his  feet,  so  the  secounde  water  Bestorid 
hit  ayen).  And  he  filde  a  cruet  ^er  with,  &  bare  the  fmte  wit^  him 
also.  And  as  he  yede  forthe,  he  sawe  the  seconnde  frewte  afer,  and 
lor  he  hangerid,  he  yete  of  that  frute,  and  anon)  he  was  dansid  of 
alle  his  l^x^ ;  and  toke  of  the  frate  with  him,  and  liuid  welle  withe 
sastenannce  p&reot  ])enne  he  sawe  a  feire  cast^  and  in  the  eixcnite 
a-boate  fnl  of 'hedis  of  lechis.  And  as  he  come  ny  to  the  easteH, 
}em  mette  [him]  \j.  sqniers,  and  ^i  seid  to  him,  **JM  frende, 

'  honour,  MS. 
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entred  in^  the  watir,  it  was  right  bote,  *and,  as*  hym  thonfflit,  it 
departed'  the  flessh  frotn  the  Irane.  If  Whan  lonatas  felt  this,  he 
toke  his  botett,  and  filled  it  fott  of  this  watir.  Than  he  went  fortll, 
and  sawe  a  tree  faH:  of  frute.  he  went  vp,  and  gadred  therof*,  and 
ete  it^  anon)  he  was  made  a  foale  lepre,  wherof*  for  sorow  he  fille 
downe  to  the  erthe,  and  said,  %  '*  The  day  mot  perissft  in  the  whicll 

I  was  born),  and  the  hoore  in  the  whicli  I  was  conseyved  in^  of  my 
modir  I "  IT  After  this  sorow  he  rose  vp,^  and  toke  of  the  frute,  and 
walked,  IT  And  whan  he  had  walked  a  goode  while,  he  saw  the 
second  watir,  and  he  dred  to^  passe  thuigh.  but  whan  he  nwe 
none  other  passage,  he  went  in,  and  waded  over ;  and  as  the  first 
watir  departed  the  flessti  from  the  bone,'  Bight  so  the  second  watir 
restored  hym  agayn),  ^vherof  *  he  filled  his  olJber  boteH  of  that  watir. 
And  whan  he  had  gone  awhile,  he  saw  another  tree,  and  faire  ihite 
theron ;  and^^  he  was  gretly  an  hungred,  and  ete  of  the  frute,  and 
anon)  he  was  hole  of  'aB.  the  spice  of  ^^  the  lepre ;  and  ^than  ho^'  toke 
with  hym  of  the^  frute,  and  went  forthe  in  strength  of  that  mete. 

II  After  that  ho  snw  a  Ca^teU,  tbat  was  right  faire,  ftiH  of  licdes  of 
men  aH  aboute.     %  And  whan  he  come  nere  the  CasteH,  there  come 

•  Om.        »  that        •  portyd.        *  Om,        *  Om.     '  *  0»^.        »  for  to. 
•  fete.        •  whcrfor.        *•  Oih,        •'  Om.        "  Qm.        »  tliat. 
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whaiis  erte  thowet"  ^I  ana^"  qvod  he,  ''a  bche  of  fer  oontvees 
hflniiTi.''  ))eiiiia  aiade  ^  "pe  kyage  of  tLia  castd  is  al^  num, 
&  manye  leehis  oomhhe  to  him,  and  VBdirialdilia  to  bek  him,  yp 
peyne  of  hir  hediiy  anil  ^  lutvithe  j-tasyM  eutfryeLone;  and  ^ 
foP  ihow  maiite  see  hir  hedis  sitte  in  the  wallis  of  the  eastelle. 
and  ^ere  fore  we  telle  the  for  certejne,  yf  ^w  Tndirtake  mj  lorde, 
and  not  hele  him»  fofx  shalte  lese  ])y  lyfe.*  Jeanne  saida  he,  **  yk,  I 
ahalle  hele  him.**  tho  he  was  hrowte  [to]  him,  and  he  yaf  the 
kynge  of  his  ficewte  to  ete,  &  also  he  yafe  him  of  his  seconnde  wat^r 
to  dtynke,  and!  anoo)  the  kynge  was  hole;  &  he  yaf  to  lonathas 
Siflhe  yif tdi^  and  faii'y  plentef oUy^  Jb  mo  be-hite  him,  yf  he  wolde 
abyde  withe  him,  but  he  wolde  not  assent  to  dwelle  withe  him. 
And  eehe  day  he  Tsid  to  go  vnto  ^the  seoeyde,  ^t  was  fenn^  to 
Mpb  yf  thcr  wer*  enye  shippe,  that  myght  bxinge  him  home.  &  at 
the  laste,  in  a  certeyne  day  ^ere  come  toward  xxz.  shippii^  and  alle 
in  a  moiow  leysid  ^dre,  ))enne  lonalhas  enquerid  amonge  hem, 
yf  eny  shippe  wei'  fert  Bedy  for  to  go  to  swiche  a  londe,  wher  as  he 

*  leiif  182,  beek,  ool.  2. 
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men  ayenst^  hym,  and  said,  ''Frende,  tett  ts  what  thon  artt"  he 
aaid^  ^  I  am  a  ledie  of  ferre  countrees.**  IT  *Than*  thai  said  'vnto 
hym,^  ^the  kynge  of  this  provynceis  alepre;  and  many  leches  have 
*ben  here  afbre*  the,  and  saiden)  to  the  kyng,  vpon  pays)  of  her 
hedes,  thd  shold  hele  hym ;  and  aU:  tbei  failed,  ^as  thou  maist  se  by 
her*  hedes,  ^that  stonde^  aboute  the  Castett.  And  therfore  be  wars 
or  thon  vndirtake  hym.**  If  he  said,  '*  I  shaU  hele  hym."  and* 
anon)  he  was  brou^^t  before*  the  kynge,  and  yaf  ^*  hym  of  the  frute 
of  the  second  tree  for  to  ete,  and  of  the  second  watir  to^^  drynke. 
f  And  anoD)  as  the  kyng  had  resceived  this^  medecyne,  he  was  hole 
of  att  his  lepce ;  andyaf  tolonatas  mekett^goode,sndmorebehight 
hrm  and^^  he  wold  have  more,  and  bad  hym^^  dwelle  with  hym. 
IT  Bot^  lonatas  wold  not^^  dwelle  with  hym,  but  every  day  he  went 
to  the  see  side,  that  was  nere  the  Gastell,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  se 
any  shippes,^  that  myght  lede  hym  to  his  countre.  H  8o^*  at  the  last 
he  sawe  xxx.  shippes  oomyng  toward  the  Csstell,  and  alle  thei  toke 
haven  ayenst  even);  and  than**  he  went,  and  asked*^  of  the  shippo 

'  agayne,  poislwi^  *  leaf  23.        *  Om,        *  Ott^        *  oome  byfore. 

•  Behold  and  se  the.  ''  Om,        *  Qm.       *  Into.        »•  he  gaf.        "  for  to. 

»*  the.        »»  mych.         "  if.        •♦  Om.        "  Ou^.        »'  On  no  wy«e. 

"•hip.        ^^  Om,        "Ibcther.        •»  apliTtl. 


kiiTlitid  Mok.  At  the  iMt  ha  f  aunde  a  ahippe  ved  j,  pa%  wolde  to 
the  0B1II6  eonttee.  J)etiiia  lonaihiui  waa  gladde^  and  enteiid  into  tho 
Ahippe,  aftif  that  he  hadde  take  lore  of  the  kyiige.  gone  aftir  thai 
he  mui  eome  to  the  dtee,  }0itt  as  waa  hia  lemaid;  but  }mr  waa  noon) 
that  had  knowleche  of  hini|  for  hmge  tyme,  that  he  had  he  devottid 
intA  urilde  heater,  wheiine  lonathaa  waa  in  the  eitee,  a^noon)  he 
toke  eim  of  Syke  pejde,  A  he  heUd  allej  and  by  that  tyme  hia 
hmiaid  waa  ^  Bieheate  of  that  eiteoi  hy  Yertn  of  the  Bynge^  ft  of 
the  hioche,  and  of  the  dothe,  bnt  ahe  waa  gretly  tarmentid  withe 
alkeneaae.  And  whenne  [idie]  harde  telle,  that  audi  a  aoUH  ledie 
waa  oome  to  the  dtee,  anooti)  ahe  made  meaaageia  to  go  f  ot  hini|  * 
that  he  wolde  vottcheaaffe  to  hde  hir  of  hir  aykeneaae.  lonathaa 
eome  to  hi^,  It  ftn  he  fonde  hia  lemmaii)  on)  bed;  and  he  knewe 
hit  Welle,  but  ahe  knew  not  him.  And  whenne  he  hadde  I^aqme 
hiir  Yiyne,  he  aeide  to  hir,  *<  worthi  ladye,  thow  haate  oo  aokenawe 
ttial  may  not  be  helid  but  by  oo  way;  and  yf  >ow  wolt  prere  that 
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men  yf  any^  ahuld  aaile  into^  hia  countre.  IT  At  the  last  he  foonde 
one  tiiat  wold  go  to  that  Citee,  in>  the  whiehe  waa^  an  Tniuenite. 
f  lonataa,  whan  he  hetd  that,  he  waa  glad,  and  made  'a  eovoiaimt^ 
with  hym,  and  toke  hia  leye.*  And  whan  he  hadde  lore,  he  entrod 
in^  the  ahippe;  and  alter  that*  many  daiea  he  come  to  the  Citee 
Where  hia  love  waa,  that  hadde  b<^led  hym ;  and  there  was  no  man 
that  hym  knew,  for  *hia  longe  tyme  beync  out;  for*  hie  lote  had 
went,^*  that  he  had  be  devowred  U  wilde  beetea.  IT  Whan  looaftaa 
had  entred  the  Gitee,  he  had  the  cure  of  many^  aike  men,  and  ail  he 
heledanoi])of  heraOreneaaa^  IT  That  tyme  hia  love  waa  the  riodbeat 
of  the  Citee,  by  the^  tertu  of  the  Syng^  B^oche,  eod  aothe;  bvt 
dto  wia  graved  of  ^^  a  grste  sikeneaae.  theralore^  whan  she  herd  Ihut 
audi  a  ao^ett  ledL  waa  oomei)  to  the  Citee,  and  hekd  alt  "maner  msA^ 
of  her  sikenesee,  %  She  aent  messaagers  to  hym,  ^and  piaied  hym^' 
that  he  wold  lbiidieaanf>  to  viaite  stidw  a  lady.  IT  lonataa  weoit 
wtth  the  measangers,  and  Ibunde  his  love,  that  wia.in  her  bedde ; 
whom  he  knew  fuH  web,  bat  she  ^  knew  hym  not^  IT  Whan  he  had 
eesia  her  Watir,  and  felt  her  pomioe,^*  he  said,  **  ny  dexe  lady,  ye  have 
A  isfwuMi  aikenesae,  the  whick  miay  not  be  heled  bet  by  ene^  way  ; 
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wejr,  ^owe  may  be  hetiiL"  then  aeide  she,  ''I  am  Bedy  to  do  wliat 
80  eoer  yaw  comtnndiet,  80  that  I  be  hole  ther  by."  lonalhaa  aaide 
to  hir,  ''))aa  moete  be  dene  I-ehriTen ;  &  yf  ^a  have  wHhe-diawe 
owte  fro  eny  mail)  wi t&  wronger  thow  moete  Eeetoi^  hit  ayene^  anJ 
thenne  I  ehalle  wuante  the  to  be  hole ;  anul  ellia  my  medidnia  wdle 
not  stonde  inetede.*  and  eo  l^canae  thatshe  was  gierooaely  holde 
withe  eekeneeae,  she  made  an  opyn)  ooAfeaeion)  afore  al  mes^  how 
fat  ahe  haJ  desoyvicl  the  eonne  of  the  Emperonre,  as  hit  ia  seide 
afof ^  and  how  ahe  lefle  him  at  Hhe  £nde  of  the  wodde.  Thenne 
aeide  he,  ^  Whei'  ben)  the  i^.  lewellis  ^t  ^m,  withenirew  iio  him, 
ma.  }9  Binge,  ^  bzoche,  &  the  Clothet"  And  ahe  tolde  him,  that 
thai  weP  at  hir  beddia  fete,  in  a  cheet  ''and  Jiersfox^,"  ahe  aaide, 
''opeid  fe  cheate."  And  fere  he  fonde  as  ahe  saide,  with  grot  loye 
to  him;  &  he  *toke  the  Binge,  &  put  hit  oii)  hia  fynger;  heaette 
the  broche  on)  hia  bieate ;  and  toke  the  elothe  vndir  his  anne.  And 
be  toke  hir  drinke  of  hii  Firste  cmet,  aciZ.  of  that  water  that  drow 
awey  the  fleshe  of  his  fete,  and  yaf  hir  to  Ete  of  that  fmte  that 

'  leaf  193,  ooL  1. 
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and  yf  ye  wOle  asaaye  that  way,  ye  may^  be  hola"  f  She  said, 
*'what  80  ever  thou  aeieat  to  me  that  I  may  do,  I  ahafi  do  it,  so  that 
I  may  be  hole."  IT  lonataa  said,  **  ye  must  openly  be  eonfessed ;  yf 
ye  have  'takeii)  away  wrongfally  from  any  man  any  thinge,  *se  that 
ye  delyuere'  it  aone  agayn),  and  than^  ye  shall  be  hole,  or^  els  my 
medecyne  wiUe  not  ayfule."  f  She  in  her*  grete  sikenesse  began)  to 
telle  before  aH,  how  she  hadde  disoeired  lonatas,  the  Emperom^ 
aone,  and  how  she  had  left  hym  in  the  Ttter^  partie  of  the  world. 
%  Whan  lonatas  had  herd  this,  he  said  Ho  her,"  ''  where  are  tho  i^. 
lewelz,  that*  ye  toke  from  the  derkf  t "  She  said,  *'  In  a  Cheste  at 
my  beddes  fete ;  open  it^  and  se  "it,  that^*  I  lye  not,  in  this  grete 
neeessitee."  If  lonatas  opened  the  ehest,  and  found  mekeH^  treeoui', 
bat  he  hadde  liteH  loye  therof ;  bat  toke  anon)  tho^'  iij.  lewelx,  and 
tiie  rynge  he  put  on  his  fyngre,  the  Broche  on  his  brest,  and  thn 
elothe  imdre  his  arme.  and  than  he  toke^  and  yaf^  her  drynke  of 
the  first  botett,!^  that  is,  of  the  watir  that  departed  the  flessAl  from 
the  bone,  IT  And  also  he  yaf  her  of  the  "first  frate,^  by  the  which  he 
hym  self*  was  made  lepre.     And  whan  she  had  eteii)  of  the  frute, 

'  mow.        *  leaf  28,  back.        '^nid  yeldn.        *  Oa^        *  and. 
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made  lum  lepi';  an<l  whenne  she  hadde  Resseyrid  bit,  she  was  in 
swiehe  a  likeneasey  that  no  man)  wolde  no  lenger  abide  wit/*  bir,  and 
in  that  grete  angz'  abe  yede  vp  tbe  sprite,  tbenne  aftir  bir  deQi6y 
lonaUiaa  tnniicl  borne  to  bia  contree,  with  gret  loye,  beiyng  wft4 
btme  the  linge,  fe  broebe^  ft  tbe  dotbe ;  and  in  goode  pea  Endid 
bialyf. 

HOaALITBE. 

DEie  irendes,  fia  Emperonie  is  onre  lord  Ibera  Cristei  that 
bathe  nj.  acmnes.  by  tbe  fiiate  aone  we  must  TndiiBtoiida 
angelisy  to  wbome  god  bathe  yevin  swiobe  oonfirmaoion)  and 
gnuse^  ^t  they  may  not  aynne;  for  aftir  that  anngels  weei'  &lle  donS^ 
god  BO  eonfermid  hem,  that  thei  dwelle  stille  after,  that  ^y  myght 
not  aynne  aftir.  by  the  secoonde  aonne  vndirstonde  py^pbetea,  to 
wbon^  god  yaf  fe  olde  lawe  of  moyaea;  tbe  which  kw  waa 
meYable,  for  it  waa  cbavngid  by  tbe  advent  of  Crista.  And  to  the 
thiide  aone,  bcU.  a  Criaten  man),  be^  yaf  iij.  iewd!,  a  Binge,  a  bioeha^ 
ft  a  clothe.  By  the  Binge  we  muate  vndirstonde  feitbe,  for  that 
owitbe  to  be  Bounde  like  a  Binge,  and  'wiih  onto  eny  IT  twaitynge; 
and  he  that  bathe  the  Binge  of  feithe,  withe  oute  eny  dowte  he 
ahaUe  have  tbe  love  of  god  and  of  annglea ;  and  ^erefore  aeithe  onra 

>  and  he^  MS. 
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and  dronken)  of  the  watir,  anon)  her  bely  opened,  and  aH  her  gottea 
went  oat ;  and  so  with  grete  payne^  she  died.  If  lonatas  seyng  her 
dede,  with  loye  be  wente  to  bis  countre,  beiyng  with  hym  the  Bynge^ 
tbe  Broche,  and  the  dotbe ;  and  after  he^  ended  bis  lyf  in  peaae. 

IT  Sedarado.  Vrendes,  this  Emp^roor  is  oure  loid  Ihesa  eaaif 
that  bathe  iij.  sonnea.  If  By  tbe  first  sonne  is  vndirstond  Aongdly 
to  tbe  whidi  god  yave  auche  enf  ormacion),  that  thei  mow  not  synne ; 
for  after  that  ladfei'  synned,  as  by  pride,  there  felle  many  aimgeb, 
save  thei  that  deved  fast  to  god,  that  first  are  conformed.  IT  By  tbe 
second  aone  are  vndirstond  patriarkes  and  prophetes,  to  tbe  wbidi 
god  yaf  the  olde  lawe,  that  was  movable,  for  it  was  chaunged  by  the 
oomyng  of  crist  H  To  tbe  tbirde  sone,  that  is,  cristen  man,  be  yaf 
iij.  lewelz,  that  is,  a  Bynge,  a  broche,  and  a  clothe.  IT  By  the 
ronnde  Bjrnge  we  sbult  vndirstond  feith,  that  oweth  to  be  rounder 
with  out  foryetyng.  If  And  he  that  bath  tbe  rynge  of  veney  fdtli* 
that  have  the  love  of  god  and  of  aungela ;  therf or  our  lord  seith,  lie 

'  disaeae.  .   *  Om, 
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aaviouie.  Si  halmentiB  fideta^  sicui  gixmwa  ^napie^  %  ifcul  9^pm}$ 
^18  is  to  Bbje,  jt  ya  hare  feithe)  at  the  aeaJ  or  aa  tlia  grajrna  of 
aynevey,  a9  ia  aaida  b^foi'.  and  ^erefaif  be  that  hatha  >a  Sipga  id 
F?ithei  T6Xf  liche  he  ahalle  haye  al  thing^f  to  hk  likisge,  Also  lie 
yivf  to  the  Oiyatexi)  man  a  'broohey  noil  the  holy  goete,  in  bia  baila.; 

&  ferioie  it  is  seyde,  Mittam  vohis  ^piritam  paraditwn^  ^  mfftnif 
vobis  omnia  quecumqne  dixero  voM$^  ^  is  to  sey,  I  shalle  sende  io 
yow  the  holy  goat,  the  whiohe  ahidl  shew  in  jow  all  goodia  wl4|ft 
I  shall  aeye  to  yowe.  And  theisfar  yf  we  have  the  holy  g^ptajii 
ome  herte9»  withe  oale  dowte  we  (ditiUe  hare  al  thinge  that aUBllie 
prophitable  to  oure  soolis.  Abo  he  yaf  to  [the]  Cristin  moiA^  % 
praaious  clothe,  the  elothe  is  perfite  oharite,  the  whi^  ffA 
shewithe  for  va  &  to  va  in  the  oros ;  for  he  }ovy^  V9  so  iuach%  thai 
he  offixde  him  self e  to  dye  for  vs,  for  to  hnnge  vs  to  th^  plaee  Uial 
we  desire  for  to  oome  to,  seiZ.  to  benene*  and  therlbx*  who  so  wiUa 
aitte  on  the  cbthe  of  perfite^  ehaiite,  withe  onta  dowte  be  may  bt 
tianslatid.  lonathas  may  be  oallid  enery  Cristeii)  man  ]Nit  is  lallyiA 
to  syime.  Ihenne  his  lemaid  metithe  wttA  him,  ncU^  his  wxaeefaid 
fleshe,  \9X  sliiithe  him  to  synne;  and  than  b*  lesitbe  tiie  Binge  of 

leithey  that  be  Beaeyrid  in  biq>tisme ;  And  ^nne  the  broobe^  Usik 
>  at  0*  in  MS.        '  leaf  183,  eol  2,        *  CrUUman,  MS.        «  porfe,  MS. 
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that  hatii  so  moohe  fidth  as  a  mustard  sede^  shaH  remere  hiOesi* 
If  Therfor  he  that  hath  the  Bynge  of  yerrey  f eitii  shi^  haye  aii  thyng 
at  his  wille.  IT  Also  he  yaf  to  the  Cristeii)  man  a  broche,  thai  ia, 
the  holy  goat ;  therfofe  he  aeid,  '*I  shaH  send  to  yon  that^  shdft  teeha 
you  att  that  I  haye  seid  to  yon."  and  yf  we  haye  the  holy  goit  in 
oore  hert,  witll  oaten  donte  we  abatt  haye  all'  goodes  'that  is  profit* 
able  to  heltR  of  our  soole.  f  Also  he  gaf  to  eristen)  man  the  tbirda 
Jew^,  that  is,  a  predoas  clothe^  this  clothe  is  ptfriite  oharitee,  thai 
oare  lord  shewed  to  ys  on)  the  erosse ;  far  he  loyed  ys  so  meMi, 
tliat  be  o£Ered  hym  self  to  detb  ftxr  ys,  that  be  ahuld  lede  ys  tbadir 
whore  we  deeire  to  be,  and  that  is  in  heyen).  f  Therfore  who  so 
eyer  desiretlLto  sitte  on  perfite  charitee,  witli  oaten  douto  he  shaH 
be  translated  from  this  world  to  beven.  IT  lonatas  may  web  be 
called  a  Gristen  man,  that  vi  falleh>  in  synne.  f  Amosie  rynnetfl  to 
hym,  that  is,  bis  fles^  that  drowetli  hym  to  synne ;  and  so  he  losetll 
the  lynge  of  perfite  feith,  that  he  rescoiycfl  in  his  baptyme.    f  Abd 

*  alk  that,  MS.  '  leaf  24. 
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)•  ImJj  go«t^  floithe  from)  him,  for  Byzine;  and  the  clothe,  seiL 
diiitte^  it  drawin)  fro  him  tm  ofte  tyme  m  he  assentithe  to  synne; 
mi  to  the  irrecchiA  man)  is  lefte  withe  ontp  helpe  omonge  the  wylde 
bulif^  9eiL  the  devOt  ^  wordk^  &  the  fleehe ;  and  thenue  it  U 
gpedye  to  aorow.  perton^  man,  do  as  dude  lonathaa  i  arya  fro  thi 
dspe  of  ayime,  for  tfaoir  haat  slepie  to  longe  in  the  slepe  of  camalite ; 
mi  fmrtxaf  hit  is  irietiji  thus,  IT  Anye  fm  dormiif  j*  tUuminabit  ie 
Gkridmt,  ^  is  to  sey,  Axys  favL  fai  slepest^  and  Cmte  }e  shalle 
Iqtny.  ))emie  whenne  ^'  art  vp  lUsen  fro  alepe  of  synne,  and  art 
I-Iitenyd»  is  mayste  aee^  entre  in  to  the  wat<sr  that  wolle  have  of  the 
ileaha  firo  the  hoone,  seil.  penaonce,  the  w[h]iche  putithe^  awey 
fleahelyche  affoccions.  Aftir  he  Etithe  the  frute  of  Sharpenesse,  tlio 
whiche  chaungithe  ^  chei',  in  man^r  of  a  lepi'  man ;  as  it  is  wretin^ 
of  Crist,  f  Vidimus  eum  nan  hdbmtem  gpeeiem  negue  deeorem,  f\a  in 
to  seye,  We  saw  him  not  haying  shappe  ne  fidmesse.  so  of  the 
sonle,  that  is  in  hittemesse  ibr  his  synnes ;  and  theif  oi'  in  figui'  a 
sowie  is  seide  to  he  hkk,  )k>)  hit  be  wel  I-shape.  Aftir  he  entrithe 
y^  seconnde  wat^r,  that  is  I-call!d  holly  eomnnynge,  that  is  aftfar 
penaunee;  and  yertoi^  seifhe  oure sanioure,  V  Effo  mmfonavite;  qui 
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the  Broche,  that  is,  the  holy  gost,  fleigh  away  from  hym.  IT  Also 
the  dothe  ib  draw  from  hym,  that  is,  perfite  charitee,  all  so  ofte  as 
he  assenteth  to  dedely  synne ;  and  so  wrecehed  man  is  left  witK  out 
helpe  amonge  wilde  bestos,  that  is,  amonge  the  devett,  the  world, 
and  the  flessh,  that  is  gretly  for  to  sorow.  V  Do  than  therfore  as 
Lmatas  did ;  Ryse  oat  of  synne,  for  thou  hast  slept  to  longe  in  the 
sldrte  of  flesshly  Instes ;  as  it  is  written,  ^  thou  hast  alept  in  qrnne ; 
arise,  and  erist  shM  lighten)  the,  so  that  thou  shalt  be  saved." 
V  Siunpson)  slept  in  the  skirte  of  dalyda,  and  lost  his  strength,  he 
arose,  and  entred  the  watir,  that  is,  the  watir  of  penaunoe,  that 
departitii  the  flessh,  that  ii,  flesshly  affeceions.  f  Than  he  ete  of 
the  frute  of  sharpnesse,  that  chaungeth  his  semblaunt  to  the  likenesse 
of  a  lepre ;  as  it  is  redde  of  crist,  we  saw  hym  as  a  man  that  had  no 
chares  but  as  a  lepre.  80  it  is  of  the  soule  that  is  in  bittimesse  for 
the  synnes  that  he  hath  done.  IT  wherfore  it  is  said  in  figure  of  the 
■oak,  I  am  blak*,  but  I  am  semely  and  faire^  that  is  to  sey,  I  am 
bhtk*  in  body,  but  I  am  faire  in  soide,  f  Than  he  went  into  the 
second  watir,  that  restored  hym.    IT  This  watir  is  comvnyon  aftir 
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biberit  ex  aqua  ?iae,  non  ticiet^  in  etemum^  'this  is  to  sej,  I  am  ^ 
welle  of  lyfe ;  and  he  that  drinkithe  of  this  wat^r,  shaUe  not  thimtoi* 
Aftir  )Kit,  he  etithe  of  the  fruyt  of  the  seconnde  tree,  the  w[h]idM 
Bestorithe  al  that  was  loste ;  whenne  that  he  is  glore^  in  eiief«> 
lasting  lyfe,  aftir  that  he  hathe  helide  the  kjnge,  Bctl,  ^  sonle;  ft 
so  he  entrithe  in  \A  the  shippe  of  holy  chiiche,  and  gothe  to  kb 
lemman),  scil.  his  fleshe,  &  Bechithe  to  hir  the  wat^r  of  contratioi0^ 
and  the  fnxte  of  penannce,  and  of  sharpnesse,  for  the  whiche  the 
fleshelyche  affeccions  deyethe ;  &  so  by  penaunce  he  takithe  of  hit 
his  lost  goodes,  and  so  he  gothe  to  his  contree,  so?,  to  the  kyngdon) 
of  hevene.  To  the  whiche  he  ts  btyngo,  that  is  kynge  Eocrkstinge! 
Amen. 

[  XLVIL  1 
ENLOPIUS  WAS  A  GOODE  IDIVEBOUR. 

(ths  two  fbibnds.) 

ENlopius  was  a  gode  Emperouie  in  ^  citee  of  Some,  tlie  whiche 
lovid  moste  passing!!  love  and  pes ;  and  ^erfbr  wher  so  tv^er 
he  knewe  ^t  eny  disoorde  or  vnrest  was  Kegnynge,  he 
labovrid  to  make  Eeformacion)  of  pes.    so  in  that  tyme  )>ere  wex^ 
>  loiet,  MS.        *  leaf  188,  back,  col.  1.        '  tnute,  MS. 
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penannce;  wherfot^oui^saTioorseithf^Iamthewelleof  lyf ;  he  thai 
drynketh  of  this  watir,  he  shaH  not  thrist  after."  lie  than^  etetli  ol 
the  fimte  of  the  tre  the  second,  that  restored  att  that  was  lost^  that 
is,  whan  ail  is  glorified  in  ever  lastyng  lyf  .  IT  Also  he  cured  the 
kyng,  that  is,  his  resold,  and  so  he  entied  the  shipps  of  holy  chirdi, 
and  to  his  love,  that  is^  the  flessll,  he  gaf*  the  watir  of  contnoioii)^ 
and  the  frute  of  penannce  and  of  sharpnesse,  [by]  the  wliic&  the 
flessh,  that  'is,  the  affeccion)  of  flesshly  lust^  is  siayn).  and  so  a  man 
getith  by  penannce  goodes  that  aie  lost  by  synne,  ami  goth  to  his 
coontrey,  that  is,  the  kyngdome  of  heven.  to  the  which  brynge  ym 
Ihera  crist,  that  bought  vs  with  the  price  of  his  piecions  blood  I 
Amen. 

[  XXVIIL  fca/38,  ftocJt  ] 

Eidopius  reigned  in  *the  Citee  of*  Rome,  the  whiche  amonge  aH 
Tcrtues  loTcd  mekcH^  lore  and  acoide ;  and  where  'that  was 
dssime  and  debate  amonge  aoy,^  he  labored  for  to  moke 

'  that^  MS.  *  leaf  24,  back.  »  Om,  *  myche. 

*  a»  en  y  d<»biite.  was. 
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two  laiyghies,  on)  of  baldak,  that  o]>er  of  lumbardje ;  ami  thes  twoo 
loriil  to^^ir  Bight  muche,  and  sent  lettarU  eiber  to  o]>cre  bjr 
meaaagers;  ao  that  what  en^  the  knight  oi  lambardy  hailde  of 
loazchaiiiidiae  in  hia  londe,  he  aent  hit  to  the  tofere ;  in  ^  aame 
naaer  ft  knijt  of  baldak  aent  to  the  knite  of  lumbardye,  of  ai  manar 
thinges  and  novelteea  that  wei'  im  baldak,  and  not  in  lombardye. 
80  in  a  tyme  ^ia  knijte  of  lombardye  ^te,  aa  he  ky  in  hia  bedde^ 
^^awidl  a  frende  I  have  in  baldak,  &  I  have  aent  to  him  many  grete 
yiflia,  and  ao  hatha  [he]  to  me  wel  mo.  for  aothe  now  wolle  I  go 
▼iaite'him  or  ^t  I  be  deda"  He  come  to  the  londe  of  baldake,  A? 
eome  to  the  houae  of  hia  f alow,  the  w[h]iche  he  saw  nen^r  afore ;  and 
whenne  hia  folow  saw  him,  he  fei  for  gladnea  vpon)  him,  &  kiaie 
him,  and  wepte  for  loye ;  and  he  aaide,  **  thow  art  welcome^  to  me 
aa  holfe  my  aoole!**  And  whenne  he  hadde  abide  ther  certeyne 
daya,  he  aaw  in  the  honao  the  fayrest  damiaett  to  hia  ye,  that  euar 
he  aawe ;  &  he  waa  Baviahid  in  hia  mynde  for  hir,  in  ao  moohe  that 
he  kepte  hia  bodde,  'and  myte  neyper  ete  ne  diynke  wele.  then^ 
*  Teloome,  Ma  *  leaf  188^  back,  cd.  2. 
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accorde,  that  good  acoorde  ahold  be  had.  IT  There  were  that  tyme 
ij.  knyghtoa,  one  of  tho  contre  of  Baldok*,  and  the  other  ^  of  lombardie, 
that  loved  wele^  to-gedre,  and  neither^  of  hem  aawe  never  other, 
but  by  mcasangers  betwixe  hem ;  so  tliat  the  knyght  of  lambardie, 
what  80^  he  had  of  marchaundise  *iuid  of  ^  other  thynges  there  he 
dwelled,  he  aent  by  meaaangera  to  hia  folaw,  the  knyp^ht  in  Baldok* ; 
and  the  knyght  of  Baldok*  on^  the  aame  maner,  aU  the  marchaundise 
in  Ina  land  that  myght  not  be  foundcn)  in  lombardie,  he  sent  to 
hym.  %  The  knyght  of  lombardie  on  a  tyme,  as  ho  laye  in  hia 
bedde,  he  Jrought,  ''  I  have  suche  a  frende  in  Baldok\  to  whom  £ 
have  sent  many  ^^ffcoa,  and  ho  to  me  gretter ;  I  ahatt  go  and  ae  hym 
or  that  I  dye."  and  so  he  went  to  the  land  of  Baldok*,  and  come  to 
the  houae  of  hia  felawe,  that  he  had  never  aene  afiire.  IT  Tho 
*knyght  hia^  felaw,  whan  he  herd  of  hia  comyng,  he  was  right  loy- 
fdi,  and  toke  hym  aboute  the  nekke,  and  kissed  hym,  and  wept  for 
ioye,  and  said,  **  thou  art  welcome  to  me,  half*  my  soale ! "  and  pbe] 
abodo  witli  hym  as  longe  aa  he  wold,  and  whan  he  had  I-be^  there 
certayii)  daiea,  he  aawe  a  right  faire  maiden)^  in  hia  houso ;  and  anon) 
he  waa  taken)  in  her  love,  in  ao  mekcU^^  thot^^  he  laye  in  his  bedde^ 

*  tother.        *  Om.        *  notiier.        *  maner.        *  or.        *  in. 
'  knvghtes.        •  byd.        •  mayde,  jfattiiiK        **  mych.        "  Om, 


198     KLflL    V8S  TWO  MUENDS.      SXORT.     BAML.  fdM,  A  AB^TT.  iCML 

the  oper  knight,  ^6  lotde  of  the  hovae^  come  to  him,  and  aekkl  the 
cause  of  his  hevinesse,  &  of  his  lekneft.  )>eime  saide  he,  ''  per  is  « 
damiselle  in  thin  house,  that  I  love,  m^  coveyte  ia  myii)  hate  omr 
al  thinge  in  this  woilde ;  and  dede  I  aot  be^  b«t  I  hare  hir  love." 
And  thenne  he  badde  him  be  strange^  mmI  of  goode  oheP,  and  aaide 
that  he  shtddf  have  al  things  that  his  soide  woUe  deairs^  yf  it  wei^ 
in  that  house,  and  A^non^  he  shewid  him  al  the  women)  of  the 
house,  Exs^pte  oon)  damesel ;  and  thenne  he  aside,  ''Dei'  frettda,  ia 
she  hei'  amonge  Uds  company,  ^  )>oa  desiristl"  and  he  aaide^ 
^  naye.**  And  at  the  ksle  he  shewid  aloie  him  the  damiselle;  & 
Whenne  he  sawe  hir,  he  seide  to  his  fekw,  "  [Xhis  is]  she  jNtt  is  my 
l3'f  and  my  dethe  bothe  I  ^  And  thenne  he  saide,  "  pis  idamiseii:  is 
eoome  of  gentil  kynrede,  and  I  hare  noriahid  hir  of  a  childe^  tot 
she  shulde  have  ben  my  wyfe ;  neutfriheles  ))ow  arte  come  from  ler 
conirees,  for  grate  fervente  love  jNtt  hatbe  I-bene  artwene  vs  of  longs 
tyme^  and  theifoi'  I  wouoheeaf  ftX  thow  haive  hir  to  wyf ;  I  ahalle 
yeve  to  the  wt t^  hir  grele  habondaonce  of  Etchesse."  whenne  the 
knijt  herde  the  woides,  he  Bos,  &  was  hole;  A  saide  to  hi7»,  "  dei' 

[Second  Venitm.    AMU.  MS.  9066.] 

and  neither  ete  ne  dianke.  IT  Hia  felawe  come  to  hym,  and  said, 
''IT  0 1  dere^  frende,  for  what  cause  arte  thou'  turmented  in  thi 
soule  1 "  he  said, ''  there  is  a  maiden)  in  thi*  house,  the  which  I  love 
mekeH,^  that  I  shaH  dye  but  yf  I  have  her."  f  The  other*  said, 
''  take  comforte  *to  the,^  and  be  strongs,  for  yf  ther  be  any  in  my 
house  that  thi  soule  desiretll,  with  out  doute  thou  shalt  have  her." 
IT  Anon)  he  shewed  to  hym  *the  women,^  to  take  her*  that  he  desirsd. 
than  seid  the  sike  knyght,  ''amonge  all  thise  is  not  she  that  my 
soule  loveth."  Than  he  ahewed  to  hym  the  maiden)  that  he  loved, 
whan  he  saw  her,  he  seid,  "this  is*  she,  in  the  whiehe  is  ^*my  detbe 
and  my  lyf ."  f  The  knyght  said,  "  forsothe  thia  mnAmi  is  of  a^ 
noble  kynrede,  the  whicbe  I  have  norisshed  fh>  her  yongthe,  that 
she  ehold  be  my  wyf ;  Neverthelesse  thou  arte  come  to  me  fro  fetre 
oountrees,  for^'  love  that  longe  hatha  ben  betwixe  vs;  I  diaH  yeve 
her  to^*  t^e  to  wyf*,  with  many  richease^^  that  I  shulde  resceive  with 
her,  by  the  whiehe  aH^  thi  kynteda  may  be  the  better."  IT  The  sike 
knyght,  whan  he  herd  this^  he  aioee^  anon)  out  of  lua  bedde  hols^ 

*  Ob».        '  thou  thus.        '  this.        *  so  nyohe.       *  tother.        *  Om. 

*  woman,  MS.        *  alls  the  women  ef  the  houa,  out  take  her.  *  same  is. 

••  leaf  89.        "  £?ia.        "  fio^  Ma        »•  Om.        "  n-cbeasai.        «  Obk 

^  tomrp. 
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tnaSBf  god  iha  yelde  for  the  geniilnesse  that  thowe  sei«t  to  md,  Ai 
kMt  dooid  for  me  manya  tyme;  but  how  that  hit  shalle  be  JKewaide 
A  jroldflii),  for  so^  I  not."  Soone  af tir  titer  was  ciide  a  gen^ratt 
Mdale»  anJ  alio  men  that  oome  to  that  f eete^  hadde  grete  medes  & 
benefetli  or  thejr  yede.  aacl  af  tir  al  this  the  kniglit  toke  his  lere, 
and  yede  home  ay«ne  in  to  Inmbatdye  withe  his  wyf ;  anci  a  Riche 
mms^  he  was,  aaJ  alle  his  frendea  were  araunsid  by  ^e  goodes  & 
Bjehesies  that  he  browte  ifon<  baldak ;  and  his  wyf  was  lovidl  gzetly 
of  all  men,  and  broMrte  ibtthe  a  faiie  dowter.  Af  tir  hit  happid, 
that  the  foisayde  knyght  of  baldak  was  fabie  in  to  grete  poverte,  in 
io  mneK  that  he  had  not  to  lyve  wiUL  he  thorto  in  a  certeyne 
tymei  yu  hit  wei*  beste  tot  him  for  to  go  to  his  olde  frende,  jNtt  he 
avsnnsid  and  yaf  to  his  damiseH*,  &  be  foonden  of  him ;  and  that 
him  thowte  hadde  ben  tho  bett^  }eaA  ^for  to  have  livid  in  wiecchid- 
nesse,  aa  be  dade.  he  yede  to  lumbardye  in  pore  aiaye,  like  a  pore 
man,  for  he  hadde  litle  in  his  purse ;  and  when  he  was  in  lumbardysy 
he  ettterid  into  the  eetee  ther  as  his  felowe  was  dwcUe.  And  whenne 
he  come  in  to  the  citee,  ^  nyght  was  darke^  and  he  thowte  to  him 

'  iMf  184,  col.  1. 
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and  saidi  ''0  I  dore  frende,  god  quyte  tho,  for  mokett'  thou  hast 
done  for  me  ofte  sithos  1  how  may  I  yeld  'the  aH^  the  bcnofetis  that 
^u  hast  done  to  me,  vtterly  I  wote  nevei'  1 "  IT  Aqod)  he  did  crie  a 
grete  feat  for  the  wcxldyng  \  and  tliere  come  many  to  the  weddyng, 
and  token)  mete.  IT  Whim  the  feat  was  done,  the  knyght  toke  hu 
leve,  and  wente  to  lumbaidie  witb  his  wyf  ,  and  grete  richcsi»e ;  whor- 
fore  he  was  made  right  riche,  and  ail  lus, — the  whiche  richesse  he 
brought  fro  Baldok*.  and  his  wyf  was  wouderly  loved  of  aH,  and 
brought  hym  forthe  a  faire  eouo.  IT  It  fiUe  aftirword,  that  tho 
kny^t  of  Baldok*  come  to  grete  povorte,  in  so  mekoH^  that  he  had 
not  wherof>  that  he  myght  ly ve^  he  thought,  *'  it  is  better  to  me 
now  for  to  goo  to  lumbardie  to  my  frende,  the^  whiche  I  promoted 
to  grete  richesse,  and  gaf*  hym  a  wyf,  and  aU  way  loved  hym,  that 
he  may  socoure  me  in  my  poverte^  than  for  to  lyve^  in  grete  myserie 
and  wrecchednesse.'*  he  went  alone  into  lumbardie  as  a  poors 
man,  for  he  had  liteH  to  spende  by  the  way ;  And  wlian  he  ,oome 
into*  Inmbardio,  he  entred  a  C/itoe,  in  the  whiche  the  ^knyght  his^ 
fiend  dwelled  in';  and  whan  he  enti-ed  the  Citee,  it  was  nyght, 

'  myche.        '  Om.        '  royobe.        *  Otn,        *  leaehore.        *  to. 

'  knyghled.         •  Om, 
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selfe^  "  it  is  now  nygbt^  and!  my  cbthia  be^  not  faiie  for  a  knijte, 
and  also  I  am  barfote ;  and  yf  I  goo  nowe  to  the  bovae  of  my  felawe^ 
be  sballe  vnne])e  knowe  me  in  this  clothing,  nay,"  quod  be,  '^  bit 
eballe  n^t  be  soo."  he  lokid  abowte  him,  &  he  eawe  a  paiiahe 
chirche ;  and  he  entend  in  to  the  yerde,  &  yede  in  to  the  In-gange, 
8ci7.  in  to  the  poiche,  and  fere  he  lay  al  nyght  &  as  he  laye  ^ere 
in  the  porche,  too  men)  foute  fere  in  the  stiete,  and  that  on)  slowhe 
the  iofere ;  and  aone  the  mankille[r)  Kan)  in  to  the  chircheyerde ; 
and  sone  a  multitude  of  peple  lan)  in  to  the  chirche-yeid,  &  fere 
thoy  sowte,  but  none  thei  coude  fynde,  but  only  tlie  knijte  in  the 
cliirche-porche.  And  thei  saide  to  him,  **  where  is  ho  that  slowlie 
the  manl"  '^  I  am  he,"  quod  he ;  "  takithe  me,  &  bringo  mo  ferloi^ 
in  the  iebet."  Aud  this  he  said,  for  he  hadde  leu^r  liave  ben  dede^ 
than  so  to  live  in  pouertee.  &  thanne  thei  toke  him,  &  browte  him 
to  presoun) ;  and  oh)  the  morowe  he  was  demid  to  be  dede,  and  he 
vra3  ladde  to  the  iebet ;  and  many  folowid  him,  and  amonge  the 
peple  was  the  kni}t  his  felawe.    and  when)  he  had  beholden)  hi» 

[Second  Version.    AddiU  MS.  9066.] 

and  derke.  IT  he  thought  with  in  hym  self,  ''  it  is  nyght,  and  my 
*clothyng  is^  nought  precious  for  a  knyght,  and  also  I  am  bare  footo. 
yf  I  go  now  to  the  house  of  my  felaw,  he  shaH  vnnothe  have  knowyng 
of  me,  for  derknesse  of  the  nygbt ;  it  shaH  not  be  so."  IT  he  loked 
aboute,  and  sawe  a  parissli  chirche;  and  wente  into'  the  chircb 
yord,  and  atte'  entre  of  the  chirche  ho  rested  hym.  and  as  he 
lay  and  slept,  ij.  men  fougliten)  to-gedre,  and  tho^  one  slougTl  the^ 
other ;  and  he  that  sloagb  hym  ranne  out  of  the  chirche  yerd,  and 
yode  his  way.  IT  In  shorte  tyme  aft(;r,  a  grete  damonr  rose^  in  the 
Citee,  and  a  rumour,  that  fe  man-sleer  was  ronue  to  the  chirche  yerd.* 
[Anone  a  multitude  of  peple  ran  to  the  chirche  yarde,^  and  founde 
^no  man  but  the  knyght,  atte^  entre  of  the  chirche  liyng.  IT  One  said 
to  hym,  ''where  b  the  man-sleer  1"  ho  said,  ''I  am  he;  take  me, 
and  hange  me  on  the  gebette."  he  said  thus,  for  he  had  lever  dye, 
tluui  live  in  poverte.  IT  Thei  layed  hondes  on  hym,  and  led  hym  to 
prison).  The  nezt^^  day  he  was  demed  to  the  detho,  and  ledde  to 
the  galous;  and  many  folowed,^^  IT  Amonge  the  whiche  was  the 
knyght,  his  felaw.     and  whan  he  had  enterly  beholden)  hym,  he 

'  olothw  bene.        *  to.        'at  the.        *  that        *  wan.        ^  Om. 

^  Sajf^lied /rot»  C.         *  leaf  30,  back.        '  at  the. 

**  That  other.        "  folowOyn  hym. 
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Ufomn,  hb  stide  in  his  berte  ^  Wliat !  liowe  is  ^ist  this  is  my  felawe 
oi  haldak,  that  thai  lede  hare  to  dethe."  And  withe  cute  any 
ittiinge  he  tnjAn  withe  an  hie  Toyse,  and!  saide,  **  How  1  man),  abide, 
abides  lete  him  leve  1  it  is  not  he  that  slowe  the  man),  hit  is  It" 
AimI  tho  they  toke  him,  and  ladde  hem  hothe  to  ^  lebet^  to  be 
dedei  And  among  al  o^ir,  the  man  that  killid  the  dede  mazi)  was 
}er  present ;  and  he  thowte  in  him  self e,  **  I  am  gylti  of  this  dethe, 
and  the  too  knijtes  bethe  innooente^;  for  sothe  it  may  not  be,  but 
that  god  ahalle  take  vengeaonce  of  ma  hit  is  beste  for  me,  that  I 
now  opyo)  my  synne,  and  take  penaonce  therlSu'  than^  late  thes 
'innooentef  perishe.**  And  he  oride  withe  an  hie  voyse,  **  heipe  ware, 
that  ye  do  none  hann)  to  the  meo),  for  I  am  gylti  in  the  ded« ;  ^i 
be^  innocentef,  and  I  am  he  that  slowhe  the  maii) :  takithe  me,  and 
dothe  me  on)  the  iebet."  )>enne  the  peple  sette  honde  ypoo)  bim, 
and  browte  him  wttA  the  two  knitee  to  tlie  luge,  ft  saide,  **  sir,  we 
ban)  grete  m^rvayle  of  thes  ig.  men,  for  the  first  saide,  wtV*  lus 
owns  mouthe,  that  he  sbwhe  the  man);  and  that  oj^^re  eome,  & 

*  aod^  MS.  '  leaf  184,  ccd.  3. 
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said  with  in  hym  self, ''  what  is  this !  with  cute  doute  this  is  my 
felaw,  the  knygbt  of  Baldok* !"  \hci  Icddeh)  hym^  to  the  galouse. 
f  Anon)  he  cried  with  an  hie  voice,  "abide* I"  abide*!  ho  slotre 
not  tho  man,  but  it  is  I."  Thei  heryng  tliid,^  laied  hondes  on  hym, 
and  brought  hym  to  the  galouse.  IT  Than  was  he  there,  amonge 
other,  that  slow  the  man,  and  thought  with  in  hym  self*,  "  I  am 
gilty  of  the  dethe,  ^and  yf  I  suffre  thise  ij.  Innocente*  knyghtcs  to^ 
goo  to  the  dethe,  it  may  not  bo  but^  god  shaH  take  some  vengeaunce 
on  me.  It  is  better  ^forto*  be  aknow  of  my  synne  hero  openly,  and 
toko  my  penaunce,  than  for  to  suffre  thiso^  Innoceiitcs  for^Ho  perissh." 
Than  with  an  bye  Toice  he  cried,  "  spare  hem !  spare  hem  !  for  tliei 
are  Innocentes,  and  I  am  gilty,  for  I  slow  ^the  man^^  with  myn)^' 
handes,  and  thei  slow  hym  not;  take  me,  and  honge  me  on  the 
gibbette !  **  IT  Moche  peple,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei  wondred ; 
and^  anon)  thei  laied  hondes  on  hym ;  Wd  aH  the  peple  turned 
agayh)  with  hym,  and  the  n.  knyghte^,  and  soid  to  the  domesman, 
"  S  Sir,  we  mervaile  of  this^*  iij.  men.    The  first  knygbt  was  aknow 

'  That  thei  lede.        *  Abideth.        '  (7m.        *  that         *  innocentes,  MS. 

*  of  thes  y.  innooent  knyghtes ;  and  I  Buffre  hem.  ^  but  that  *  I. 

*  Om.  *^  Om.  "  hym.  "  myne  owne.  »»  Om. 

^*  And  alle  the  peple  merveylyd  of  Uies, 


202     XL?IL    IHB  TWO  ntUOfOflL      STOET.     MdnL  7985,  ft  ADDIT,  fOMl 

tude,  rnqr,  for  lie  saide  that  he  dotrhe  him ;  an  J  now  the  tliirde 
eomiihe,  anJ  aeide  that  thei  bothe  hethe  innooentdf^  andl  that  ho 
alowhe  him  withe  his  own  hondet ;  and  Jwrfoi*,  air,  wo  be])e  I-eone 
to  jronre  dome,  foT  to  hike  what  ye  wolle  aeye  in  thia  eaa."  ))enno 
aaide  the  Inge  to  the  fiiete  knigfat  of  baldak,  ^whi,  St  for  what  oaoae 
aeyde  ^  that  thowe  alowhe  the  maidl**  ''For  ao^"  qnoci  ho, 
''ft  1 8[h]alle  aeye  uofe,  I  waa  aome  tyme  a  worthi  kni^^t,  and  a 
Biohe,  anJ  m<my  m^t^  I  fonde  and  aoateyniJ  vndir  me ;  hot  wiUie 
in  lewe  yeria  I  fialle  in  to  grete  poveHe^  in  ao  mocha  that  I  hare  no 
thinge  to  apende,  bnt  aa  I  begge  my  hiede  fro  doi^  to  doi'.  And  ao 
wheid  that  I  thinke  of  my  grete  nobilite  that  I  hare  ben)  Lme,  and 
of  grete  ponerte  that  I  and  Inne  nowe,  I  hadde  leoare  be  dede  than 
lite;  and  ^erefore  I  aaide  that  I  alowe  the  mas),  in  the  entente  that 
thei  ahnlde  alee  me.**  Thenne  aelde  the  luge  to  the  aeconnde  knijt, 
'^tel  me  whi  that  thow  aaide  that  )km  alowhe  him)''  ''for  aothe, 
air^"  quod  he,  "and  I  ahalle  tel  yow«  thia  knight  hei>  bathe  hilieho 
avannaid  me,  and  yafe  to  me  my  wyf ;  and  fen  fore  I  knrid  him  aa 
mocho  aa  myselfe ;  and  f&reiixf  whenne  I  aawe  hhn  go  to  dejiewaid, 

[Sectmd  Vernon.    Atldit  MB.  9066.] 

that  he  slew  the  man ;  The  second  said,  nay,  but  ho  slow  hym ;  The 
thude  seid,  that  the  ij.  knygbtes  were  Innoceutes,  and  he  hym  self* 
alow  hym  withe  his  owne^  handes;  and  thei-fore  we  are  turned 
agayn),  to'  here  a  yerrcy  dome,'  what  is  for  to  done  of  this  thynge." 
IT  Ihe  domesman  soid  to  the  first  knyght  of  Baldok*,  "  IT  Frend,  whi 
saidest^  thou,  *tbat  thou^  slow  the  man  t**  he  said,  ''  forsothe  I  shaH 
say  you  the'  trouthe.  I  was  somtyme  a  riche  knyght,  and  a  worthi 
man,  and  many  I  held  with  me,  and  I^  susteyned ;  but  with  in  few 
yeres  I  come  to  grete  poverte,  in  so  mekeU'  that  I  have  no  thynge 
to  spend,  but  soke  my  brede  fro  dore  to  dorre.  therfore  whan  I 
thynk*  on  my  ryalte*  and  richesso,  and  now  considre  my  grete 
poyerte,  I  had  leyer  than  grete  mede^  I  were  take^^  out  of  the^ 
world ;  and^'  therfore  I  sa^,  ^^I  slew  the  man,  that  I  ahold  the 
lather^'  perissh  and  be  dede.**  IT  Than  seid  the  domesman  to  the 
second  Imyght,  "whi  saidest^'  thou,  that^''  thou  slew  the  manT'  he 
aaid,  "  forsothe  I  shaH  shew  the*'  the  trouthe.  this  knyght  promoted 
me  to  grete  dignitye  and  richesso,  and  gaf  me  a  wyf*,  IT  wherfore  I 

*  Om.        *  for  to.        '  tnmtbe.        *  seyift.        *  Om.        *  Ow^ 

^  Om.        '  myvbt.        *  noblqr.        ^^  goode.        ^^  Om.        <<  this. 

"  On^.        "  1<«I  40.         »  SOMMT.        ••  seysi        "  Om,        »•  yoa. 
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I  cride  withe  a  lowde  voyse,  ml  Mdde  that  I  alowe  the  man),  in  the 
tntonte  ^t  I  iholde  he  dede^  and  he  I-eanid."  And  tfaanne  edilo 
the  loge  to  the  thucde  man,  '*  telle  me  whi  that  thow  saide  that  fmr 
l^ldeat  hinr'  '^FoisothV  quod  he^  ''and  I  ahaH  telle  yowe 
ofiinlje  fe  aotbe;  for  eothelye  I  alowhe  him  ^vdth  myn)  onne 
hondea ;  and  per£ot  when  I  aawe  thea  two  knitea  wef  ladde  to  be 
dede^  I  thovte  to  my  setfe,  that  god,  that  aethe  al  thioges,  wold 
fer£oif  hare  I-takin  vengeannoe  of  me,  yf  I  had  auf&id  hem  so  go  to 
deihe,  aithen)  I  wae  ^fwner ;  &  fei'eiate  I  ^ujte  I  wolde  not  do  ao 
giate  aynne^  and  that  I  wolde  Bathir  save  ye  Innocents  &  dy  my 
aelloy  than  for  to  dampne  mj  aeUe  perpetaelly.  A  ^refn^i  airy  hei' 
I  have  aeide  opinli  the  sothe,  how  that  I  alowhe  fe  man)  wUh  rnyid 
ome  hondea,"  The[n]  annawexde  fe  Inge^  seinge  Jms, ''  aithen  Jnia 
haate  aeide  the  aothe  for  ealvacion)  of  the  Innocentgt,  eothely  ^oa 
ahalt  not  be  dede."  and  alle  men)  oomendid  the  Ingei  that  had  ao 
hilie  and  ao  gmcionalye  demyd  £ar  the  tiewe  trespaiioure. 

>  leaf  IM,  lMMd^  ooL  1. 

[aeeond  Verman.    AdcUL  M8.  9066.] 

loTe  hym  aa  mekdi^  as  my  eelf ;  therfoie  whan  ^he  went'  to  the 
deihe,  I  cried  witli  an  hie  Toice,  that  I  slow  the  man,  that  he 
myght  be  Mived,  and*  degired  for  his  love  for*  to  dye."  IT  The 
domesman  seid  than  to  the  third  man,  ''whi  seidest^  thon,  that^ 
thou  slow 7  the  man)"  ''IT  Sir,*  I  shaH  telle  yon  the  verrey  trouthe. 
I  slow  the  man,  witli  ont  doute ;  and  whan  I  saw  Hhat  thiae  men 
went  to^  deiho,  I  thought  in  my  hert,  it  may  not  be  but  that  god  is 
rightfuU,  and  aH  thynge  scetll,  and  Ville  somtyme^^  take  vengeaunce 
oP^  me,  for^'  by  cause  I  slow  the  rightfuH  man ;  and  also  yf  I  ahold 
Buffre  tiiiso  Inuocentes  be  slayn)  for  my  dodo,  it  shold  be  to  me  a 
grevous  svnne.  IT  Therfore  it  is  bott<?r  now^*  to  me  to  be  a-know 
the  trouthe  before  ali,  and  save  the  Innocentes  fro^*  dethe,  than 
^verlastyng  to^*  dampne  my  self*,  and  therfore  I  said  the  trouthe, 
that  with  myn)  owne  hand^*  I  slow  the  man.**  IT  The  domesman 
aeid,  **  frond,  sithen  it  is  so,  that  thou  hast  shewed  the  trouthe,  and^^ 
hast  saved  the  Innocontes  fro  the  dethe,  thou  shalt  not  be  dede,  but 
thou  shalt  have  thi  lyf,  witll  aH  thi  herita^*'  wherfore  aH  men 
praised  the  domesman,  that  so  mercy fuH^*  did  witb  tho  man-sleer. 

'  myohe.        *  I  saw  him  go.        '  and  L        *  Om.     .  '  sejii.        *  Om 

^  alowyiit        '  He  styde,  8yr.        *  thet.  ij.  go  to  the.        **  wole  sone. 

"  on.        "  Om.        "  Om.        "  fro  the.        •'  everla«tyngly.        "  handes. 

"  that  tbo«  dor  the  man,  and.        "  aiapqffally. 
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XORAUm. 

DEie  frendeSy  ^is  fimp^roure  is  the  fadir  of  hevcne ;  The  twoo 
knijte^  be^  ome  lorde  Ihera  Griete  and!  the  iodir  Adani)^  the 
whiche  was  shapin  &  formicl  in  the  f elde  of  Damaske ;  & 
goJ  was  wttA  oute  begjnnyng,  amd  is  withe  oate  endynge.  meassgen 
wei'  atwene  hem,  whenne  the  fiidir  saide  to  the  sonne  &  to  the  holj 
gosty  FaeiamuB  hominem  ad  ymaginem  ^  nmiliiudinem  nastrum^ 
This  is  to  seje,  lete  ts  make  man)  ynto  our  ymage  and  to  ours 
likenesse.  but  the  knijt  ))at  come  to  the  howse  of  that  ofere  knijt^ 
that  was  translatid  fh>  the  f elde  of  Damaske ;  &  )^-e  he  sawe  a  fdm 
mayde,  bcU,  ye  sonle  y-made  to  the  likenesse  of  god,  the  w[h]iebs 
Adam  desirid.  And  god  seinge  that,  yaf  the  soule  to  Adam,  the 
w[h]icli  was  made  to  his  oune  likenesse,  withe  alle  godos  of  this  worlde. 
Aftir  that,  Crist  come  to  grete  pooarte,  and  toke  onte  fleshe ;  as  thea 
wordes  berithe  witnesse  of  his  ponartee,  Vtdpea  finteas  habent^  ei 
volticres  cdi  nido9;  JUius  auiem  haadnU  nan  hahet  vhi  eapud  mum 
indinetf  )>is  is  to  seye,  lo !  ^foxis  haTi|»  dennys,  &  briddls  of  hevene 
havi^  nestis ;  but  the  sonne  of  man  ha^  not  wei^  he  may  ledyna 
or  enbowe  his  hede.  ))enne  he  enterid  in  to  the  poiche  of  the 
chiiche^  so?,  in  to  the  wombe  of  oore  seint  marie  tlie  yiigine ;  & 

*  leaf  184,  back,  ool.  2. 
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IT  Dedaraoio.  Frondes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir  of  heYenX 
the  ij.  knyghtcs  are  our  lord  Ihesu  crist,  and  the  first  Fadir  Adam, 
[that]  was  made  in  the  feld  of  Damascene ;  and  god  was  ever  wifli 
out  l)egynnyng<,  and  shaH  be  withe  out  endyng.  %  Messangers  were 
bctwixe  hem,  whan  the  Fadir  said  to  the  sonc  and  to  the  holy  gost, 
"  Make  we  man  to  our  likenesse."  %  But  the  kn3'ght,  that  come  to 
the  house  of  the  other,  is  Adam,  the  first  Fadir,  that  was  translated 
fro  the  feld  of  Damascene,  where  he  saw  a  faire  woman,  that  is,  the 
soule,  made  to  the  likenesiie  of  god,  that  Adam  desired.  IT  God  saw 
that,  and  gaf  hym  the  soule,  that  he  made  to  his  likenesse,  vriHH  alt 
the  goodes  of  the  world.  IT  Aftir  this  come  crist  to  right  greto 
poverte,  whan  he  come  downe  fro  heven),  and  toke  our  flessli ;  For 
foxes  have  dennes,  and  briddes  of  ^hevcn)  have  nestis,  but  the  sone 
of  man^  hatha  not  wherto  that  he  may  lone  his  hodo.  IF  he  entrod 
the  gate  of  holy  chirch,  that  is,  the  wombe  of  that  bli89e<l  viigyii), 

I  ksaf  40,  baok  '  a  maide^  MS^ 
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fere  lie  lay  fro  tyme  of  bis  oonsepcion)  vnto  the  tyme  of  his  natiylte. 
in  the  tyme  fiti^  to-gedir  ij.  meii),  bcU,  the  fleshe  &  ye  sprite ;  bat 
the  fleshe  slowhe  ye  sprite,  what  tyme  mankynde  brake  the  com- 
tvndemeiit  of  gocl.  Thenne  the  peple  ronne  in  to  the  chirohe-yerdey 
teiL  denelis  yede  aboyte,  for  to  make  that  al  mankynde  shulde 
perisshe.  The  knyjt,  that  profiridi  to  dye,  was  oore  loide  Ihefa 
tJriste^  whenne  he  sayde,  f  Quern  queritiaf  whom  soke  yet  Ego 
tmiy  I  am  he  that  ye  seche.  l>enne  the  peple  toke  him,  &  ladde  him 
to  the  Inbet  thenne  whenne  that  o^  knyjt,  his  trewe  firende,  sawe 
^  See,  by  the  secoonde  knyjt  we  most  vndirstonde  aposteles  and 
nartirisy  the  whiche  suflOni)  dethe  in  the  name  of  Criste ;  &  ]>erefore 
seide  Grist  to  his  disdplis,  PatetHs  hibere  ealicem  quern  ego  sum 
hUniurua,  ^is  is  to  seye,  may  ye  drinke  of  the  same  cuppe  ^at  I  am 
to  drynke^  seil.  sufire  passion)  as  I  shalle ;  and  thei  seide,  FoseumuBf^ 
We  mowe.  And!  the  thirde,  ^  seidi,  ^'sothely  I  slow  him  wtt/^ 
myn)  owne  hondys,**  ^at  is  enery  synner,  ^t  owiy  to  graonte  ye 
sothe  in  confession),  for  the  entente  J)at  the  Innocent  soole  sholde 
not  be  slayne ;  &  yeime  yf  he  do  so,  withe  oute  dowte  he  shal  not 
dye,  but  he  shalle  have  euerlastyng  lyfe.    Ad  quam  ^c 

*  PoMum,  MS. 
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and  there  he  nyghtcd  from  the  tyme  of  his  ConceptioTi)  vnto  his 
birthe.  IT  In  the  meane  tyme  foughten)  ij.^  to-gc<1re,  that  is,  the 
flessll  and  the  spirite;  bi4  the  flessti  slow  the  spirits,  whan  niankynd 
synned  ayenst  goddes  biddyng,  whcrfore  he  was  folowod  aboute  the 
diirche  yerd,  IT  That  is,  the  deTcIs  wcnteh)  about,  and  so  prikkod 
atid  stongeii),  that  all  roankynd  shuld  p^'isslL  The  other  knyght 
profered  hym  self*  to  the  dethe  for  his  brother,  and  for  his  frend, 
that  is,  onro  lord  Ihesn  crist,  whan  wilfully  he  scid  to  the  lewcs, 
"whom  seke  yet  I  am  he."  Wherfore  thei  token)  hym,  and  led 
hym  to  the  gibbette.  f  Tlie  second  knyglit,  tliat  was  the  trew  frend. 
V  By  this  second  frend  we  shuld  vndirstond  the  appostels  and 
martirs,  that  for  goddes  loTe  soffred  the  dethe ;  If  whcrfore  crist  sertli 
to  his  disciples,  IT  *'  May  ye  drynk*  of  the  chalice  of  payn)  and 
passion)  that  I  shaH'  drynk*  t "  thei  seid,  "  ye,  yf  we  mowe."  IT  Tlie 
third  man,  that  said,  "  in  trouthe  I  slow  the  man,"  is  every  synner, 
that  owetb  to  be  a-know  the  trouthe  in  confession).  So  that  the 
Innocent  be  not  slayn)  that  is  the  soule  and  yf  he  thus  be  a-know 
the  troutli  he  shaH  have  everlastyng  loye. 

*  foughtene  {j.  foughtcnc,  MS.  ' 
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[  XLVHL  ] 

DOLFINUS  A  WISE  EMP^iWUKE. 
(how  a  pbophbot  was  fulfilled.) 

DOlfinos  was  an  Emperour  in  the  citee  of  Home;  ye  whiok 
hadde  a  &ire  dowter,  whom  he  moche  lovi<l.  so  in)  a  oer- 
teyn  daye,  as  he  lodc  by  a  fotest  to  hunte,  he  was  arstindericl 
fro  aH  his  moi)),  and  hadde  vtteriy  loste  hem) ;  and  ^eref oi^  withe  a 
grete  heyinesse  he  Bode  by  him  selfe.  So  he  ^Roode  by  a  certenf 
place,  &  he  cnoclddf  at  the  yate ;  and  a  noon)  pe  lorde  of  the  place 
openyd  fe  yate,  and  asldd  the  cause  of  his  cnockinge.  and  he 
seide, ''  it  is  nyght,  and  ^refoi^  I  praye  the,  for  the  love  of  god, 
that'  I  may  be  loggid  hei^  al  nyght  j** — but  he  tolde  him  not  J^eit 
he  was  Emptfroure.  )>enne  seide  that  othir,  "I  am  forests  of  the 
Emperoores  in  this  forest,  and  I  bei'  the  cure  )>ereof.  I  graunt  yt 
harborow,  &  venison)  y-now  hei'  of  this  forest.**  The  Emparoure  was 
glad,  &  honestly  he  was  resseyvid.  The  foresters  wyf  was  in  cliylde- 
bed,  and  shulde  that  same  nyght  brynge  a  childe  in  to  the  worlde. 
whenne  the  Emparoure  satte  at  soper,  ]>e  forster  honestly  seroid  him ; 
I  leaf  185,  col.  1.  *  andi;  that,  MS. 

[Second  Venion.    Addii.  M8.  9066,  leaf  40,  hack.] 

[  XXIX.  ] 

DOlphynus  roigned  in  Bome,  that  had  bat  oo  donghtir,  that  wai 
right  iaire,  and  of  her  Fadir  mekeH  loved,  whan  he  went  onea 
to  hunte,  a  chaunce  fiUe,  that  he  was  departed  fro  his  f olko,  that 
vtterly  he  wist  not  where  ne  to  what  place  to  ride ;  but  ho  was  mekeH 
desolate,  bicause  he  had  lost  his  meyne,  and  rode  aboute^  alone. 
IT  And  whan  be  had  ridden)  aH  day,  and  nyght  come,  he  sawe  before 
hym  an  house,  to  the  whicbe  be  rode  a  grete  pace,  and  whan  he 
come  to  the  yate,  he  knokked.  anoii)  as  the  loid  of  the  house  herd 
the  knokkyng,  he  vndid  the  yate,  and  asked'  whi  he  knokked t 
he  seid,  ''it  is  nyght,  as  ye  se,  and  thorfore  I  aske  harbrow,  fur 
goddes  love.'*  and  was  not  a-know  that  he  was  Emperour.  V  The 
other'  said,  "Frende,  I  am  the  Emperours  Foister,  tbat  dwelle  her«|. 
and  have  the  kepyng  of  this  Forest,  and  therfore  I  graunte  the 
harbrow,  and  I  shaH  yove  the  to^  ete  of  the  venyson)  of  this  Forest^** 
^Tho  Emperour  herd  that,  and  was  glad,  and  entred,  and  was  worship* 
fully  resceived.  IT  The  Forsters  wyf  was  grete  with  child,  and  nere 
the  tyme  to  have*  child,    whan  the  Emperour  was  sctte  to  souper, 

*  Om.        '  asked  him.        *  totber.        *  for  to,        *  leaf  41.        *  iiaue  a. 


bni  ha  knew  not  ^^  be  was  Emperouie,  A  his  loide,  aiu)  tlio  Em- 
ptrocir  dude  as  hit  hadde  not  bei?  he.  And!  whonne  pe  toper  woe 
I-don),  the  £mp«ixxue  yede  to  bedde^  &  alept.  Andf  as  he  was  in  his 
tk|^  he  haide  a  Toyse  sey  thri%  ^tak  1  tak  I  tak  I**  andf  withe  that 
ths  Empenraxe  a-woke,  &  marvaileJ  what  that  shulde  hj-meene,  tak  I 
tiki  tak t— ''lor  what  shiilde  I  taket"  qnod  he.  anJ  he  slepte 
a-yene,  and  he  harde  a  voysa*  sey  thiisy  '')eli) !  ^U 1  ^1<)  I"  w^tA 
that  he  awoke,  aiul  marraUid  mo^  than)  enye  mani  may  trowe ;  & 
hevy  he  was^  and  thonjte  what  that  shulde  be.  ''for  fiist,"  qnod 
he^  "takei  and  not  I  toke;  A  now  yelde,  &  what  shalle  I  yeldel  I 
wot  not."  he  slepte  ^ywie,  and  a  royse  come,  &  saide,  "  fle  I  fle  I 
fle  I  for  this  nyte  in  this  hovse  a  childe  is  borne,  that  shalle  be  £m- 
psrom^  aftir  thi  diwesse."  whenne  fe  'Emperour  a-woke,  he  was  not 
litb  nurvid  in  herte ;  and  ther  for'  whenne  morow  oome,  he  Bos,  and 
sallid  to  him  the  foister,  and  saide,  "Dei*  frend,  I  pray  the  telle  me 
aoths^  yf  thow  canne  telle  yf  any  ohilde  wex*  lAxxf  in  tins  house  ^is 
nyjtt  god  save  hit  P   j^enne  the  Emperouxe  badde,  that  the  ehilde 

<  )Mt  ttial,  M8.  '  vqrte,  V& 
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the  Forster  serred  bym  wonhipfully,  and  yit  he  wist  not  "that  il^ 
was  his  lord  the  Emperour ;  IT  And  the  Emperour  fayned,  aud  wold 
no  thyng  show  hym  of  his  persona,  whan  the  souper  was  done,  a 
bsdde  was  araied.  the  Emperour  went  therto,  and  be-gan  to  slepe ; 
and  whan  he  was  in  his  fint  slepe,  he  herd  a  voiee  seiyng  *ihriu8 
thise*  wordes,  "Take!  take!  take!"  and  he  waked  of  his  slepe, 
and  morvailed,  and  said  with  in  hjrm  self,  "what  may  this  bet 
takel  take!  tcJcel  what  shaH  I  takeV  and  sone  aftir  he  flUe  on 
slepe,  IT  and  herd  another*  voice  saiyng  thries  thise^  wordes,  "yeld ! 
ydd  I  ye)d ! "  If  he  waked  of  his  slepe,  and  gretly  was  hevyed ;  and 
seid  with  in  hym  self,  "what  may  this  bet  IT  First  I  herd  thries, 
take  1  and  not  I  toke  j  and  now  thries,  yeld ! "  and  efte  sones  he 
slept,  and  herd  thries  thiso  wordes,  "  fle !  flo !  fle !  for  this  nyght  is 
bono  a  child,  that  aftir  thi  disease  shatt  be  Emperour.**  %  Tlie 
Emperour,  whan  he  herd  this,  and  was^  wakened  of  his  slepe,  be 
was  astonyed  in  bym  self,  he  a-rose*  erly,  and  called  the  fomtcr 
to  hym,  and  said,  "  Fronde,  I  pray  the,  telle  me  yf  thou  ^know  yf 
any  child  were  bom)  thisnygbtl"  he  safd,  "ye,  sir,  my  wyf  had 
a  child  this  nyght"    The  Emperour  seid,  **  shew  me  the®  child." 

•  be.  *  thM  lij.  'a.  *  thr»i  nj.  »  Om, 
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aholde  be  browte  afai'  him,  and  that  he  my^te  se  hit  And  whenne 
hit  was  afox*  him,  the  Emperoore  lokid  welle  in  his  face,  and  toke 
goode  hede  to  a  ce[r]teyn)  marke  that  was  in  his  visage ;  and  ^nne 
he  saide  to  the  foistei',  "Dere  frende,  knowist  thow  not  me,  what  I 
amt"  ''Noy  sir,  no  thing,  for  I  saw  yow  neoer  or  nowe,  but  ]K>a 
•emist  a  gentilman)."  **  I  am,**  qnod  he,  "  pe  Emperoui',  thi  ^lorde, 
whom  thow  hast  harborowyd ;  and  I  thonk  the  muche  for  thi  goode 
ohei'."  ))enne  ye  forstar  fel  downe  to  his  fete,  and  askid  mercy,  yf 
fai  he  had  owte  offendid  him.  "  Nay,"  quod  he,  **  drede  the  nonte ; 
but  I  woUe  have  this  childe,  that  thi  wyf  hathe  browte  foithe  this 
nyght^  to  norisahe  in  my  palys ;  and  pereM  to-morow  a-bowte  this 
tyme,  I  woUe  sende  messagers  for  him."  thenne  saide  the  forst^, 
''sir,  my  lord,  )>at  is  not  semynge,  ^t  swiche  a  worthi  lorde  have  the 
ehUde  of  swiche  a  symple  sanrannt  as  I  am,  for  to  noryashe.  Naples 
hit  Ab&  be  don)  as  thow  wolt  have  hit ;  and  whenne  the  messagers 
eomythe,  I  shal  take  the  childe  to  hem."  The  Emperotir  Rode  home 
to  his  palis ;  &  he  callid  his  sarvauntat,  and  seide  to  hem,  **  gothe 
swyftly  in  to  the  forest^  to  the  house  of  the  forstei^,  for  per  I  was 

>  leaf  185,  ooL  2. 
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[And  so  he  dyd.  The  Emperour^]  whan  he  had  seen  the  child,  he 
■aw  a  token)  in  the  childes  face,  and  seid  to  the  Forster, ''  knowest 
thou  what  I  am  t "  "  nay,  sir,  for  I  saw  the  never  before  this  tyme, 
that  I  wote  of* ;  but  thou  semest  a  gentileman."  IT  he  said,  '*  I  am 
the  Emp«rour,  thi  lord,  that  thou  hast  this  nyghte  hosteled,  for  the 
whiche  I  thanke  the."  IT  The  Eontcr  herd  this,  and  lille  at*  his 
fete,  and  asked  mercy,  yf  he  had  in  any  thyng  offended  hym.  The 
Emperour  said,  "  drede  the  not^  but  thi  sons,  pat  thi  wyf  brought 
forthe  this  nyght^  I  wille^  have  hym^  to  norissh ;  and  to-morow,*  at 
this  houre,  I  shaH  send  messangers  for  the  child."  IT  The  Forster 
said  '^  a !  sir,  it  is  not  semly,  that  suche  a  lord  shidd  norissh  the 
child^  of  his  seruaunt  never  the  lesse,  lord,  your  willo  bo  fulfilled ; 
and  whan  the  messangers  come,  I  shall  take  to  hem  the  child." 
%  whan  this  was  seid,  the  Emperour  rode  to  his  paleys.  and  whan 
he  come*  to  his  paleys,  he  called  his  seruauntes,  and  said  ^to  ^hem,^^ 
f  Gothe  fast  to  the  forest^^^  in  the  whiche  my  forster  dwelleth,  in 

'  Supplied  fr^m  C.        •  Om.        •  down  at.        *  wole.        •  Om. 
*  to-morne.        ^  sooe.        '  come  home.        '  lemf  41,  back.        '*  Om, 
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§1  nyg&t;  and  takithe  of  him  the  litle  InjEaimty  that  his  wjt 
nf^i  ohjlded.    And  I  charge  yow,  vp  peyne  of  dethe,  that  ye 
ale  hit  by  the  way,  and!  caate  his  body  to  the  hoondes,  and  biyn^^lfi 
his  heite  to  me ;  and  but  ye  do  thus,  I-wis  ye  shulle  be  dede,  yf  that 
ye  abyde  in  my  £mpiie."    Sone  thei  tooke  ther  wey  toward  the 
footer,  and  fer  thei  Besseyuid  the  ohilde;  and  wh[e]nne. thei  wei^ 
in  the  wey  oomyng  homeward,  thei^  seidb  to  hcon  setve, ''  aira,  it  is 
tyme  nowe  [to]  folfille  the  wille  of  oure  lords,  fnai.  to  slee  this 
childe,  for  we  be])e  now  nye  home*"    ))ei  toke  that  ehiide^  &  wolde 
have  kyllid  hit;  but  thenno  on)  of  heni),  beholding  the  gracious  lase. 
of  the  childe,  lie  was  mevid  by  mercy,  and  saide^  ''A  I  der*  felawes, 
hit  wei^  grete  synne  &  psrel  to  ys,  yf  that  we  slowe  this  childe^  ^ 
is  an  Innocent ;  and  J^erefore  I  shalle  teche  yowe  a  goode  oounseyL 
hei'  by  Bynnitlie  sraale  htle  hoggM;    late  ys  slee  on)  of  hem,. 
and  bei'  his  herte  to  the  Emperoure^  ouie  loidei  &  we  sholle  seye^ 
that  it  is  ]»  harte  of  fe  childe."    " pat  is  a  gode  oounseifi,"  quod, 
thei,  ''but  tdle  va  thenne  what  we  shuH  do  withe  the  childe."/^ 
))enne  aunswerde  he,  "  we  shulle  lappe  him  wel'  in  clothis,  and 
'  the,  MS.  '  kaf  185,  baek,  eol.  1. 
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whoa  house  tiua  nyght  I  laye ;  and  toketh^  his  sons,  that'  his  wy^ 
this  nyght  had,  and  slee  hym'  by  the  way,  ypon^  pays)  of  dethe, 
and  cast  his  body  to  houndes^and  bryuge  with  you  hia  hert ;  f  and 
but  yf  ye  do  this,  I  shall:  condempne^  you  to  the  most  foule*  dethe." 
^ei  seid,  ''  sir,  your  wille  shidl  be  done."  IT  Anon)  thei  wenteh)  to 
the  Forsters  house,  and  token)  the  child  of  hym,  and  ledde  it  with 
hem.  IT  And  said,^  whan  thei  were  passed,  betwixe  hem, ''  it  is 
tyme  that  we  f  ulfille  the  Emparours  Inddyng^  for  to  sic  the  child, 
by  cause  we  are  nere  the  paleys."  f  Thei  tolro  tlie  child,  and  wold 
aloe  it  one  of  the  messangers,  whan  he  liad  seen  the  childes  face, 
was^  stered  with  pite ;  and  said  to  his  felawes,  '*  0 1  frendes,  heretii* 
my  oouDsaile,  and  ye  shutt  not  for-thynke  it.  we  shall  falle  in  grete 
aynne  ayenst ^  god,  yf  we  alee  this  Innocent.  IT  here  *are  my ^^  pigg^ ; 
slee  we  one  of  S^e  pigg^^  and  the  hert  of  it  ^bere  we^  wiUi  vs  to  the 
Emperour,  and  we  shatt  sey,  it  is  the  hert  of  the  lyt^  child ;  and' 
lette  vs  not  shede  the  blood  of  the  child."  thoi  seid,  ''this  is  a 
good  counsaile.     %  But  aey  vs,  what  we  shaH  do  with  the  child  1 " 

'  take.         '  the  which.        '  the  child.        *  on.        *  coroaonde. 
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pfiitto]iiminMi]iokiirtf6e,«nd]eTehhii^;  and  god  diaR  dtdejft* 
for  hiiii  wd  I-tunr."  Wheniie  the  childe  was  lappiil  im  olotiblt)  ^ 
patte  him  in  the  bole  in  a  tiee,  and  lete  hin  Ije ;  ancl  thea^  thai 
yeda,  and  abwhe  a  yonge  pigge^  anddiowoiitehbhertfl^aiidlMNii«rt# 
bit  home  to  the  Emperoan',  and  come  to  bini  fer  wHhe  as  be  waa 
at  )^  mete.  And  wbei#tbeSmp^ro!ir  aawbem,  beaaide, '^bamaja 
fnliillid  myootBatindmentt"  «< ye,  lorde,**  quod  they;  **&  tbia  k* 
to  tohad;^  &  i^w»l  the  hart  of  tbe  pigge.  )>QBne  the  £nipero«r» 
tfowing  that  it  we^  the  berte  of  tbe  ebilde»  be  eaete  bit  into  the  ii^ 
A  aaide^  **]ol  wbcif  the  barte  is  of  him  that  abnlde  bare  Begaid 
aftir  me;  and  awiche  be>e  diemia  1"  in  that  o^re  day,  aftir  ^ 
the  childa  waa  pntte  in  to  the  tree,  an  Erie  come  Bidinge  by  tbe 
f oraat ;  and  as  bia  bonndia  Bonne  aftir  an  bynde,  &  oome  by  the 
tree  where  as  the  chylde  was,  ^  felt  a  aavoiti*  of  the  ebilde;  and 
fer  they  atynte,  &  woUe  Binne  no  for)per,  in  ao  nMche  that  tho  knyfi 
hadde  ^ereoi  grete  morvayla  &  Gret  wond^;  and  emote  the  bom 
withe  aporia,  Sb  k>kid  into  the  tree^  and  ^eiv  be  aawe  lie  a  fam 

'  thity,  M& 
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he  said, ''  lappa ^  it  in*  clothes,  and  pot  it  in  some  tree  that  is  holow, 
and  there  we  shnH  kre  it*  and  god,  that  no  man  may  deeceiye^ 
bappely  ahalle  delyoer  the  child  fro  dethe,  and  aaro  it."  thei  did 
afbr  his  ooonsaile.  the  child  waa  lapped  in  elothes,  and  was^  pntte 
in  a  hole  of  a  tree.  Than  thei  slowen)  the*  I^ggOy  and  drew  out  the 
hart,  and  hare  it  witb  hem  to  the  Emperoor ;  and  found  hyro  at* 
mete.  IT  The  Empsrour  said  'to  hem,^  ''have  ye  fulfilled  my 
biddyngf  thei  aeid,  ''yea,  sir,  we  have  slays)  tbe  child,  and  here 
is  his  hert."  and  shewed  hym  the  pig^ef  hert  and  he  leved  it  waa 
the  hert  of  the  child,  and  anon)  'east  the  hert^  into  the  fire,  IT  Seiyng, 
'*  se  the  hert  of  hym  )iat  shnld  reigne  aftir  me  I  Behold,"  he  aaid, 
**  what  dremes  ar,  nought  but  yanyte  and  yayn)  1 "  IT  The  second 
day  aftir  ^t*  the  child  waa  put  in  the  tree,  an  Erie  went  to  hunte 
in  that^^  same  forest,  whan  the  houndea  lanne  aftir  an  hynd,  tboi 
come  by  the  tree  in  the  whiob  the  child  was,  'and  felecP^  the  aayour 
of  the  child,  and  wold  no  farther  rynne.  %  The  Erie  sawe  that,  and 
mervailed  gretly.^  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres,  and  come 
to  the  tree,  and^^  loked  ^^in  atte^  hole,  and  lounde  the  childe ;  and 

*  Kepe.        *  in  Um.        *  hym.        *  0>n.        *  a.        *  at  the. 
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'•  he.        •*  leaf  49«        '»  at 


Avm.  A  noraioT  fULTiLUED.  stobt.  JiiijeL/rssi,  &  iiDAn*.  900tt.  211 

MUM,  of  whoadlie  was  hiliehe  gladde  in  his  herte.  &  toke  hindrp 
in  Us  anMt  ft  ban  him  home  to  his  csstolle ;  and  saide  to  tba 
oonntssse^  his  wyfs,  '<loo  I  dame,  I  have  goode  tithinges  to  telle  the. 
J^orow  ehsTiise  I  have  fotmde  a  faiie  childe  in  a  f oiest,  &  ^ow  haddisi 
neiMT  ehilde ;  foyne  fe  now  as  thowe  f<m  were  withe  ehilde,  ami 
ihenne  thowe  shall  seye,  that  thow  hast  browte  forthe  a  ehilde.** 
^BdT,"  quod  she,  **I  assent.'*  so  withe  in  shorte  tyme  tiding  was 
0001^  aH  ^  eontree,  that  the  ooontes  hadde  a  ehilde ;  ami  ^ref  oi^  was 
grate  loye  maky<l.  the  childe  throf e,  &  wel  was  lorkl  c^  al  meoil 
j>er  fills  a  cas  withe  in  xiiij.^  jet^  af  tirwaide ;  the  Empsrotir  made  a 
gen^nA  feste,  to  the  whiohe  fe  Erie  was  I-bede  in  speoiaU.  &  when 
he  ocnne,  he  browte  the  ehylde  wit[h]  him,  the  whiehe  was  at  thai 
tyme  a  ikire  yonge  sqoierf;  and  at  mete  he  semid  the  Erie^  and 
gentllmanlystode  afore  him.  )M  Emperotr  by^ielde  this  yonge  maii^ 
ancl  peraeyricl  the  tokeid  in  his  fronts,  that  he  sawe  in  the  house  of 
the  forstlsr;  and  thenne  with  a  grete  meringe  in  herte  he  saide  lo 
the  Erie,  ""sir,  whos  sons  is  this,  that  stondithe  arfoi»  thel^  ^'sir,'* 
^he  saide,  '<it  is  my  sons."    *'Tel  me  sojw,"  quoJ  the  Empsrotcr^ 

>  leaf  185,  beek,  eoL  S. 
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was  right  ghwl,  and^  toke  it  in  his  armes,  and  ledde  it  to  his  CasteB, 
and  said  to  the  ooontesse,  his  wyf*,  IT  ''I  shaU  teUe  yon  good 
tydynges.*  I  hare  foandes)  to-day  >  menreillously  a  fure  child,  in 
an  hole  of  a  tree ;  and^  I  gate  never  yit*  a  childe,  ne*  thou  never 
eonseived  none.  Fayno  the  therfore  grete  with  childe,  and  sey,  thai 
thoa  bate  the^  chUde."  <<  Sir,**  she  said,  "  thi  wiUe  shaU  be  ful« 
filled.*''  If  Wherfore  comon)  voice  was  in®  the  countie,  that  the 
Gonntesse  had  brought  forthe  a  faire  child ;  wherfore  there  was  grete 
ioye.  H  The  child  wexed,^®  and  loved  was  of  aH,  and  namly  of  the 
Erie  and  of  the  oonntesse.  If  whan  xvj.  yeare  was  passed,  It  fiUe 
that  *^  the  Emptfrour  made  a  grete  fest,  to  the  whiehe  the  Erie  was 
cslled.  and  come  atte^  day  to  the  feet,  and  ledde  the  child  Vitb 
hym^';  the  whiehe  was  that  tyme  a  fairs  Squyer,  and  stode  atte^^ 
borde  before  the  Erie,  ^and  served  hym^  cnrtMly.  f  The  Emp^roore 
loked  enterly  on  the  childe,  and  sawe  in  his  forhede  the  token)  that 
he  sawe  in  the  Forsters  honse ;  wherfore  he  was  anon)  stered  in  hym 
self,  and  said  to  the  Erie,  **  Whos  sons  ii  this)"  he  said,  ''sir,  it  is 

*  he.        «  thyngcs.        *  Om,        *  Om.        *  Om.        •nor. 
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**  by  the  feythe  thaw  owist  to  me."  ]}enne  fe  Erie  saw  that  he 
mjght  not  eecape  hit^  he  tolde  how  that  he  mette  wiibe  the  childe  m 
a  tree.  And  whenne  [the]  Emperoure  harde  that,  he  callid  his 
servanntis  to  him,  in  a  grete  woodnesee, — fe  whidl  eanraantet  ha 
had  sent  afor*,  for  to  kille  fat  child.  And  they  eome  a-fme  him ; 
and  whenne  thej  wei'  I-come,  the  Emperoora  made  hem  to  awei* 
what  thai  dnd  with  the  childe ;  and  tbenne  the j  neyde,  **  lorde^  wa 
put  Ys  in  jonre  grace,  for  sothelj  very  pitee  mevid  vb  to  save  hinii  hi 
canse  ^t  he  was  an  Innocent ;  and  so  we  slowe  a  pigge,  and  browta 
the  h^rte  fet  of  a-foi'  jowe.*'  whenne  the  Emperoure  knew  tha 
bare  sothe,  he  saide  to  the  Erie,  *'  sir  erle,  this  yonge  man)  shalle 
abide  her*  at  home  withe  me."  **  Sir"  quod  the  Erie, ''  hit  shalle  be 
at  youre  owne  wille."  And  whenne  the  grete  fest  was  Endid,  y% 
childe  arbode  stille  iriih  the  Emperotir.  And  in  al  this  tyme  tha 
Emperesse  dwellid  with  hir  dowt^,  a  grete  weye  froni)  thens.  In  a 
day  fia  Emperoure  clopid  to  him  ihis  yonge  man),  and  seide  to  him, 
^'thow  most  bei'  my  letteris  to  swich  a  casteli,  to  the  lady  my 
empresse."    **  Sir,"  quod  he,  '^  I  am  Bedy  to  obeye  ynto  youre  wille 

[Second  Vermon.     Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

my  sone."  IT  The  Emperour  saif!',  **by  the  faithe  that  thou  hast 
nuide  to  me,  telle  me  Uie  trouthe."  The  Erie  sawe  he  myght  not 
scape,  and  told  hym  aH  how  he  fouud  the  child  in  a  hole  of  a  tree. 
%  whan  the  Emperour  herd  this,  he  called  his  servauntis,  as  he  had 
ben)  wode,  the  whiche  he  sent  to  sle  the  child ;  and  thci  come  before 
hym.  If  Than^  the  Emperour  constmyned  hem  by  an  othe,  that 
thei  shuld  sey  the  trouthe,  what  tlioi  didden)  with  the  child.  Thei 
said,  "  sir,  we  put  vs  in  your  grace,  for  pite  stored  vs  that  we  shuld 
not  sle  the  Innooente,  but  put  hym  in  au  hole  of  a  tree,  what  fille 
of  hym  afterward  Ve  wote  not,^  but  we  slow  a  pigge  in  the'  stede 
of  a^  child,  and  yaf  ^  to  you  the  hcrt."  IT  whan  the  Emp^rour  hail 
herd  the  trouthe,  prively  he  said  to  the  Erie,  **  Frcnd,  this  child 
shatt  abide  with  me."  "  Sir,"  ho  said,  "  thi«  wiJle  be  fulfilled." 
and  whan  the  fest  was  done,  ah  the  gestes  went  home,  and  the  chOd 
left  with  the  Emperour  alone,  and  that  tyme  the  ^Emperesse  with 
her^  donghtir  was  in  ferre  countre.^  IT  The  Emperour  called  to  hym 
the  child,  and  said  to  hym, ''  Frend,  thou  must  go  to  the  Empresse 
with  my  lettres."    he  said,  "sir,  I  am  redy  for  to  obeye  to'*  youi^ 

*  Om,        ■  kan  we  not  telle.         '  Om.        *  the.        *  toke. 
*  your.        '  Emparourt.        *  oontrua.        *  to  go  at. 
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ia  al  poyntM."  aoone  the  Einp^roure  made  lettdres,  to  send  to  the 
Empareese,  in  the  whiehe  lettei'es  he  chargiil  hir,  vndir  a  grete 
p^yne^  that  she  shnlde,  affter  that  she  hadde  sen)  the  lettores,  make 
that  yong*  childe  to  he  drawe  witA  hois,  and  aftir  to  he  hpngid  in 
the  lehet  he  yaf  the  letters  to  the  yonge  childe,  &  hadde  him 
spede  him  welle  hy  the  weye,  that  he  wei'  theA  And!  the  child!  toke 
the  letters,  &  made  liim  Bedy,  &  yede.  And  whenne  he  hadde 
labomicl^  iij.  or  ii\j.  dayos,  hit  happidi  that  he  ttavaylid  late  in  a 
nyght;  and  he  come  to  the  castelle  of  a  kny^t,  and  ^ere  he  askid 
herhoiowe,  &  the  kni^t  grauntid  him.  wlienne  the  childe  was  coame 
in  to  the  halle,  for  gret  wer3messelie  felle  od)  slepe  on)  the  henche ; 
and  whenne  the  kny^t  saw  him  slope,  he  lokid  a-bowte  him,  &  sawe 
a  bozB  he-hynde  him ;  and  thenno  he  4)pemd  hit,  &  sawe  Jwrein 
letters  selid  withe  the  sinet  of  })o  Emperonre.  And  he  was  hilie 
temptid  in  herte  for  to  loke  the  tenont'  of  the  lafteris,  and  dude  hit 
soielye  in  dede ;  and  whenne  [he]  had  Bedde  ))e  le^ares,  he  fond 
how  that  hit  was  eomaimdid,  in  ^peyne  of  shamefoUe  de^  ^at  the 
Emperesse  shulde  putte  that  childe  vnto  the  dothe.    and  thenno  he 

*  laboYuridtf,  MS.  *  leaf  186,  ooL  1. 
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wille  in  aH  thyng.''  IT  Anon)  ^the  Emperoor  did  write  lettres  to 
the  Empresse,  that  assono^  as  she  had  seen  the  lottres,  on  payn)  of 
dethe  she  shold  dmw  the  child  atte'  horse-taile,  and  after  that,  hange 
hym  on  the  galouse  ;  and  bat  yf  this  were  done,  he  shuld  condempne 
her  to  the  most  foiile^  dethe.  If  Aud  whan  the  lettres  were  mode 
and  sealed,  he  toke  hem  to  the  child^,  and  said,  '*  spede ^  the  fast, 
that  thou  were  there.''  the  child  tokq  ilie  lettres,  and  put  hem  in  a 
boze,  and  wcnte  his  way  a  grete  pace.  If  And  whan  he  had  gone  ij. 
daiee  or  three,  at  even  he  come  to  a  Castett  of  a  knyght,  and  askedf 
hostett  mekely  of  the  knyglit  he^  sawe  the  child  was  seiiily,  and 
graunted  hym  hostett.  IT  The  childe  was  wery,  and  laied  hym 
downe  anon)  on  a  henche,  'and  rested^  hym,  and  slept  IT  The 
knyghti  whan  he  sawe  the  child  slepe,  he  sawe  l)ehynd  hym  a  boxo, 
tiie  whiehe  he  opened,  and  found  the  lettres  of  the  Emperour,  sealcil^ 
with  his  scale ;  wherfor  he  was  gretly  tempted  for  to  open  the  lettres, 
and  so  he  did  ^utt  softly* ;  IT  And  whan  he  had  redde  the  let  ires,  he 
found  that  the  Empresse,  on  payn)  of  dethe,  shuld  put  the  chilulf  to 

'  leaf  42,  back.        '  also  sone.        *  at  Uie.        *  foulest. 
•  Syr,  spede.  •  The  koygbt.  '  to  rest  ■  sotclly. 
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•orowed  in  his  herte.  And  saide,  **  this  is  a  grote  tynne  to  henii  to  ala 
•wiohe  a  faire  childe.  Kay/'  quudf  he,  "  this  may  not  be,  for  shame.'' 
and  pertta^  he  wrote  oJmt  leUereB,  in  thes  vardes,  ^'Dame,  I  chaige 
the,  in  peyne  of  dethe,  fat  foa  yere  owi^  dowter  to  this  childe,  and 
late  him  wedde  hir  as  sone  as  he  comythe,  witheont  kngsr  delaye ; 
and  what  tyme  that  the  solempnite  of  the  matrimonye  is  made^ 
holdithe  him  wttA  yow,  &  doths  him  lilmanar  wcwshipe;  and  kte 
him  holde  my  atede,  til  I  oome  to  yow."  whenne  this  was  wietin), 
the  knyjt  wttA  his  sotilte  selid  hit  withe  the  same  sele,  &  pot  hit 
into  the  box.  Boone  aftir  the  ehilde  awoko^  &  the  knyjt  made  him 
al  the  solase  and  oomfoite  that  he  oonde  make,  &  lete  him  goo. 
And  in  the  thirdde  day  aftir,  he  come  to  the  Emperesse^  &  Salvid 
hir  wonhi[p]fally  ^  in  the  name  of  the  Emperoure ;  Ss  jMie  to  hir  the 
letUrea.  whenne  the  Emperesse  had  Bedde  the  l^^^eras^  She  sente 
aborte  messag6ris,fbf  to  caUe  to  the  bridale  of  hir  dowter  alle  man^ 
peple,  moi^  &  lease.  &  whenne  the  day  was  I-oomsy  the  yonge  maid 
weddid  the  dainaeRi  is  heilde  the  stede  of  the  Empflrooie  wel  and 

>  wonhlAdJy,  MB. 
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dethe.  tho  kny^t  made  sorow,^  and  seid  witli  in  hym  self,  "  Alias  I 
this  were  a  grete  synne,  to  do  so  semly  a  cliild  to  the  dethe  I  it 
shalt  not  be  so."  and'  anoii)  he  did  away  the  scripture,  and  wrote 
the  lettre  in  thise  wordes,  %  "  On  payii)  of  dethe  I  bid  the,  that  thou 
take  the  child,  and  resceive  hym  that  bryngetll  the  lettares,  and  anon) 
witb  ont  delaye  yeve  our  doughtir  to  hym,  to  be*  his  wyf,  witil 
grete  solempnyte;  and  whan  the  we<idyng  is  done,  have  hym  in 
worshipptf,  as  our  sone,  in  att  umner,  and  that  he  kepe  my  pkce, 
vnto  I  come  to  you."  %  And  whan  he  had  ^done  thus,^  futt  softly^ 
he  closed*  the  lettres,^  and  put  it  in  the  boxe  agaynX  If  Sone  aftir 
this,  the*  child  waked,*  and^*  the  knyght  *Uiat  nyght^^  made  hym 
grete  chore,  and  the  fourthe  day  aft^  he  come  to  the  Empresse 
witll  the  kttres ;  and  whan  she  had  redde  the  lettres,  IT  anon)  aho 
sent  out  Hhe  messangers*'  in  eu«ry  partie,  for  *to  pray^  grete  and 
smale,  that  thei  shuld  be  redy  at  a^^  oertayn)  day,  to  be  at  weddyng 
of  her  doughtir.  and  so  it  was  done.  %  whan  the  day  was  come  of 
the  weddyng,  the  child  wedded  the  doughtir  of  the  Emperonr  with 
grete  solempnyte,  and  held  the  place  of  the  Emperonr,  as  the  lettre 

'  ft  grete  aorow.        •  Oni,        •  Otn,        *  wryten  thes.        •  sotely. 
•  selyd.         '  lettre.  •  Om.         »  wmkeuyd.  ••  Orn^  "  Oa^. 

"  a  mowaogcre.        "  Ok^        '*  Om 
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wUij,  that  lie  vas  hfliehe  lovid,  and  wonhipul  of  al  man^r  of  pepla. 
Aftirwaide  the  Emp^roiife  aholda  come  to  tho  lady  Uie  Emperoaia  7 
and  the  ladj  oome  withe  alia  liir  mejne,  and  metta  him.aa  hir  ovta> 
to  doa  &  whenne  the  Emptfroure  sawe  the  Emperease  oome,  and 
lad  aa  a  lady  ahulde  be  wttA  {e  anne  of  the  childe,  he  wondeiid, 
and  wext  wiothe ;  and  aaide  to  hii*,  ^  thow  wickid  woman),  whi 
haate  thow  not  do  my  piiecepte  1  )k)w  abalte  dye  therfox^."  *'  aoth^ly/' 
quod  [a]he^  "alia  ^t  ^we  badde  in»  doo,  ia  now  fulfiUul  in  dtdoT 
'^  I  aey  thowe  lyea  in  thin  hede,**  quod  he i  ''for  I  chaigeid  they^th|jl 
^  aholdeat  do  thai  boye  to  an  ohble  dethe."  ''  A I  airi  aava  JQW^, 
BeiMren^  ye  wiota  to  me,  that  I  sholde  yeve  him  youi'  doutayy  yp 
peyae  of  dethe ;  and  loo !  hex'  is  youx'  leUte,*'  whenne  the  Emperour 
hadda  sane  tha^  letUriay  and  aawe  wretyn)  Bight  as  fe  Emparea  aaidei 
ha  manrailidy  &  aaide,  "  but  who^er,  hatha  he  waddid  mj  <lowtfr|^ 
nol"  '* yia,"  quod  the, ''and  ^faivriik  grete  8olempnite;j||p#,{ 
tiow  that  yoofa  dowtcr  bo  with  childo."  and  ))enne  a^i^d^,^  "p  ( 
hnd  god|  it  ia  a  lawde  tlunge  for  to  atonde  ay^int  tba,  or  t)|U| 

'  your,  US.  *  Itafl^^X 
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wold,  and  the  ohild  baie^  hjm  right  wiaely  in  att  tliyng,  and  he 
was  mocbe  loved  and  worshipped  of  aH  the  peple.  If  It  felle  ^  *8one 
aCtir,'  that  the  Emperuor  come  to  coontie.*  whan  the  Empreaae 
herd  that,  anoB^  die  wont  agayn)  the  Emperour,  with  her  doughtira 
husbond,  and  witli  other  multitude  of  peple.  If  whan  the  Emperour 
■awe  the  child  ledo  the  Empreaae,  ho  waa  atered  in  hym  setf,  and 
aak),  ^  **0\  thou  wikkod  woman,  whi  hast  thou  not  f  ulfdled  my 
biddyngf  thon  shalt  be  dcxie/'  IT  "Sir/'  she  said,  "foraothe  I 
bare  fiUftlled  'all  that  ye  bade  me."^  he  aaic^  "  thou  Ueat.  I  wrote 
to  the  lottroa,  that  thou  ahuldest  put  hym  to  *a  piteous^  dethe^** 
She  aaid,  "  sir,  save  youre  ^grace  anu^  rpu^rence,  ye  wrote  to  me  tiiat 
I  ahuld  yeve  your  doughtir  to  hym,  to  be  his  wyfv  and  that  ye  bad, 
vpon*  payn)  ci  dethe.  Se  youre  lettrca."  f  The  Emperour,  whan 
he  *had  redde^  the  lettres,  *and  had  founde^^  aa  the  Empreaae  aaid, 
he  mervailed,  and  aaid,  "hast  thou  yeven  our  doughtir  to  his  ^^  wyfl** 
She  aaid,  "ye,  sir,  a  gooda  while  a-go,  'witb  moche  solempnyte^'; 
and,  aa  I  trow,  youre  doughtir  ia  witk  child."  II  Than  aaid  the 
Emperour,  "  O I  lord  Ihesu,  it  is  a  grete  folye  to  Wn  to  wynea^ 

•  had.        *  leaf  43.        *  on  a  tyme.        *  the  ountre.        *  your  wylle. 
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ordinaunce ! "    And  thenne  he  saide,  ^*IM  voluniaa  iua^  loide,  tH 
wille  be  folfillidl"    andf  the  Emperouie  kiste  him;   &  affeir 
diocsae,  he  waa  made  Emperoore,  and  faiie  he  Endkl  his  lyfe. 


MOSALITEE. 

DEie  Fiendifly  \\b  £mp0rouie  may  vel  be  callid  herod,  or  a 
aynner  that  walkith  by  him  selfe,  wiL  witftoiite  ony -veiiiiy  til 
tyme  that  he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Fonter,  tieil.  of 
holy  chiiche,  ^  whiche  is  the  house  of  god.  Now  ^  Emperonie 
wolde  have  slayne  the  chylde,  9eiL  heioude  wdde  have  slayne 
Criste,  \9X  tyme  that  he  spirid  of  the  kynges  of  Criste,  feynyng  that 
he  wolde  have  come,  &  have  I-woishipid  him.  )}e  forsttr  was  loeep^ 
that  kepte  him.  but  whenne  the  message  come,  9eU.  ^  i^.  kyngw, 
)»ei  dowe  him  not^  but  wit/^  bowinge  knees  ^y  woxshipid  him,  & 
lefte  him  iii)  the  tree  of  his  godhede  to  be  kepte;  but  thenne  aftir 
come  an  Erie,  eciL  the  holye  gost,  &  he  bax^  a-wey  the  ehUde,  sctZ. 
whenne  he  wamid  losepe  to  flee  in  to  Egipte. 
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i^yn)  thi  wille.  Therfor  sitheii)^  it  is  so,  thi  wille  be  done  ! "  and 
kissed  the  child ;  and  aftir  his  dissease  the  child  was  made  Emperour, 
and  wisely  governed  hym,  and  ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

%  Declantoio.  Prendes,  this  Emperonr  mny  be  said  herode,  tne 
kyng,  or  els  a  synner,  that  gotlie  alone,  that  is  with  out  vertu  tille 
he  come  to  the  house  of  the  Forster,  that  is,  holy  ehirche,  whiche  is 
the  house  of  god.  and  herode  wold  have  slayii)  the  child  Ihesu,  and 
sent  messengers  forto  seke  the  child,  aft«r  that  he  had  sperod  of  the 
kynges,  seiyng  falsely,  that  I  may  come  and  worshippe  hym  in  the 
forest.  %  The  forster*  was  loeoph,  that  was  keper  of  marie,  but 
whan  the  messangers  come,  that  were  the  kynges,  thei  slow  not  the 
child,  but  kneled  to  hym,  and  worshipped  hym ;  and  in  the  tree  of 
divynyte  thei  left  hym.  %  But  whan  the  Erie  come,  that  is,  the 
holy  gost,  he  toke  the  child,  whan  loseph  was  monysshed  and 
bidden)  by  the  aung^  that  he  shuld  floe  into  Egipte.  or  eb  it  may 
be  reduced  on  a  nother  maner.    IT  By  this  Em|)0rour  I  vndirstond 

*  and  therfor  syn.  *  forest,  MS. 
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AN  0}SR  If ANBR  MOBAUTB. 

By  the  EmptfTonie  I  yndirstonde  a  syxmdr,  that  go^e  in  the 
forest  of  this  worlde,  seching  vaniteesy  til  tyme  he  that  he 
oome  to  holy  chirche,  wher  that  he  is  goodly  reccviJ  hy  thA 
prslat,  yf  that  he  iroUe  stonde  to  the  maandementef  of  holy  chirche. 
Bat  manye  of  vs  slepithe  in  holy  chirche,  as  ofte  as  we  dothe  not  the 
yy.  [werkes]  of  m^rcy ;  hat  ^y  drede,  as  ]ye  Emparotir  dade,  for  the 
Toys  that  he  harde ;  of  the  whiche  voys  hooly  scryptare  spekithe 
thosy  Aeeipe/  Aeeipe  f  '^Aeeipe*!  Take !  take !  take !  hy  the  first 
take  Tndirstondith  ye  henefetM  of  godt,  seU,  whenne  he  ydf  the  a 
soale  made  to  his  owne  likenesse ;  hy  the  Secoonde  take  vndiMonde 
grace  of  withestondynge  of  noynge  pjngea ;  &  hy  the  i^.  tak  yndir- 
stonde pe  Sonne  of  god,  that  dide  for  the  on)  cros.  Also  holy 
scriptare  seithe,  Reddef  Reddef  Redds t  ^  is  to  seye,  yeld  the! 
yeld  the !  yelde  the  I  hy  the  first  yelde  )k>w  most  yndirstonde  t6 
yelde  thi  dette,  set?,  a  clene  soole,  as  god  yaf  hit  to  the,  afkfar 
wasshynge  of  the  haptime;  hy  the  secoonde  yelde  yndlrstond 
yeldyng  of  contracion),  confession),  &  satisfaccion) ;  hy  the  thirds 
yelde  yndirstonde  yeldyng  endre  a  clene  soole  to  god,  withe  al  thi* 
power'.  Also  hooly  scriptare  seithe,  Ftige  1  Fuge !  Fuge  /  })is  is  to 
■  leaf  186,  back,  ool.  1.  '  acdpite,  MS.  '  this,  MS. 
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a  synfutt  man,  that  walketh  in  the  Forest  of  this  world  sekyng 
yonytces,  tille  he  come  to  the  house  of  holy  chirche,  wher  he  is 
resceived  henyngnely  of  the  prelate,  yf  he  wille  stand  to  the  hiddyng 
of  holy  chirche.  hut  many  in  goddi*8  chirche  slepcn),  as  ofte  as  thei 
purchace  not  good  werkes ;  ^  And  therfore  thei  ovn  to  drede,  for  the 
yoices  that  were  herd ;  of  the  whiche  speketh  holy  writte,  saiyng 
thries,'  Take  1  f  By  the  first  take  thou  sholt  yndirstond  the  henefioe 
of  god,  that  is,  whan  god  toke  to  the  a  soule  made  to  his  likenesse. 
%  By  the  second  take  thon  shalt  yndirstond  the  Sone  of  the  Fadir 
almyghty,  that  was  born)  of  marie  the  yii^n).  If  By  the  third  take 
thou  shalt  yndirstond  the  same  Sone  of  god,  that  he  died  for  the  on 
the  crosse.  If  And  by  the  first  yeld  thon  shalt  yndirstond,  that 
thou  yeld  thi  dette  to  god,  that  is,  thi  soule,  as  clene  as  thou  toke  it 
of  hym  aftir  thy  baptyme.  IT  By  the  second  yeld  thou  shalt  yndir- 
stond, that  we  owe  to  yeld  to  god  eyery  day  worshippe  and  loye. 
IT  By  the  third  yeld  ye  shuH  yndirstond,  that  we  owe  to  yeld  to 

'  leaf  48,  back.  »  Kyog,  MS. 
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8ey,  fle !  fie !  fle  !  by  the  furat  fle  we  mot  vndirstonde  to  flee  the 
worlde,  for  alle  is  sette  in  wickiduesse ;  by  the  secouude  flee  we  mot 
▼ndirstoiide  to  fle  al  syxmya,  for  drede  of  peyne^  &  for  presaunee  of 
go<l ;  by  the  third  fle  vndintonde  eu^  to  flee  &  eschew  peyne,  )»t 
we  owe  to  have,  &  to  do  meritorye  weiida.  The  first  Yoyse  shatt  be 
in  the  day  of  dome ;  for  hit  shallo  be  soide  to  the^  "  I  yeve  to  the 
day,  for  to  woke  ynne ;  and  I  yeye  to  the  nyght^  for  to  Beste  the 
in*'*  The  j^^^  shaH  soy  a-ycnest  ))e  synnereS|  "  I  bei'  ^ ;  I  norisshe 
the ;  I  fede  the ;  I  clo])e  the ;  I  ghvddo  the ;  and  withe  diuerse  kynde 
of  bestes  I  fille  thi  borde."  The  watdr  sballe  seye  ayenste  him,  **  I 
danse  alle  }i  Slpis ;  I  brynge  for^  diodrae  kynde  of  Fiahis  for  thi 
sustentacioon)."  The  ayi*  shalle  speke,  &  saye,  **  I  yeve  to  the  thi 
lyfe ;  and  send  to  the  the  blastf« ;  and  diuerse  kyndis  of  briddd« 
to  thi  nede."  And  thus  shalle  the  voyae  thretisi)  him,  &  Beprove 
him.  And  the  worlde  shalle  seye,  "  lo  I  howe  he  lovid  the,  that 
made  me  for  the,  &  not  for  the  but^  for  him  solfe ;  take  benignite, 
yeld  charito."  The  fyr  shallo  seye,  '*  Of  me  ]K>tt  haddist  grete  solace 
&  helpe ;  and  but  ]h>w  servy  wol  thi  maker,  of  me  )^u  sholt  be 
breni"    Water  shal  seye,  ''  I  yaf  to  the  drynke,  and  Befzessheynge 

>  bevte^  MS. 

[Serond  Version.     Addit  M8.  90G6.] 

liym  contricioii)  and  satisfaccion).  IT  By  the  first  fie  thou  shalt 
▼ndirstoud  the  payid  that  we  owe  to  fle  and  ascape,  by  meritorie 
worked:  the  first  voice  agayh)  the  symior,  in  the  day  of  dome,  is 
lioYen),  that  scith,  ''  I  yeve  the  lyf,  and  light  o  day,  that  thou  wake, 
dorknesso  of  nyght,  forto  rest ;  I  chaunge  to  the  tymes,  to  do  away 
the  variynges  "  If  Tlie  erthe  seith  agayn)  the  synner,  "  I  here  the,  I 
norissll  the,  I  fcde  the ;  I  glodo  the  with  wyne,  and  I  fulfiUe  thi 
bord  with  dyuerso  bcstcs  and  foules."  H  Tho  watii*  sjuth  agayn)  the 
synner,  '*  I  yeve  the  drynk*,  I  wassh  away  thi  filtho,  and  I  mynystre 
to  the  dyuei-se  manor  of  fisshes  to  tlii  vse."  %  The  ayer  saith  agayn) 
the  synner,  ''  I  yeve  tlie  Ijrvely  brelhc,  and  norissh  to  the  oU  maner 
of  foules  and  briddcs,  for  to  serve  the."  f  And  tho  voice  of 
monysshyng  is  this,  whan  the  world  seitfi,  ''  Se,  man,  how  hc^  loved 
the,  that  for  the  made  me,  and  I  serve  the,  for  I  am  made  lor  the, 
that  thou  shuldost  serve  hym  that  made  the,  and  me  not  for  the,  but 
for  hym ;  take  the  benygnyte,  and  ydd  diarite.**  %  The  voice  of 
the  thretyng  is,  whan  fire  seith,  ^  thou  hast  take  solace  of  me  agayn 
cold,  and  mete  thou  bast  resceived  by  me ;  and  but  thou  servo  thi 

•  I,  MS. 
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»-yeiiAte  thin  liele;  and  but  ]>ou  servo  wal  ^y  ereatui',  of  mo ^a 

abi^ta  be  d^ynW    And  belle  sballe  soy,  **  of  me^  ^w  sbalt  be 

Bwolowed.",    but  the  wieoche,  irtioa)  he  heriihe  eH  thes  voys  in  liifl 

herte^  welle'  'aot  amende  his  lyl,  &  wol  bat^  in  el  ihet  he  may,  ele 

the  ehildey  bycastome  of  synfuUe  Averkes,    But  the  knyght^  that 

openitbe  the  lettaris,  bathe  they  that  vrititbe  ^  yg.  weikei  id 

meroye  to  holy  ohiiche,  thet  the  dowtery  soil  pe  eoole,  y-wasshe  by 

eoniession),  be  yeyen)  in  matrimonye  to  the  ohilde  Crietei  )»e  wbieke 

he  desirithe  eusnaox^  to  wedde ;  &  so  he  leditli  [her  to]  the  Empiie^ 

of  hevene^  &o. 

*ofBMofm^Ha       '4woUe,Ha       Maaflde,  baelc,  coL  S. 

*  Emptfroure,  MS. 

[Second  Venknu    AddU.  MSL  9066.] 

maker,  I  ehail  branne  the.**  IT  The  erthe  seitb,  '*  thoa  hast  take  tbi 
body  of  me,  and  wyne,  and.whete ;  and  but  thou  serve  tbi  sv^ker,«f 
me  thou  shalt  be  sweped  in.^  hello  seitK,  '^  of  me  thou  sbajt  be 
swolowed."  But  wrecched  man,  thougb  he  here  offce  sithes,  yit  he 
forgetetii  his  lyf,  and  wille  sle  the  child  Ihe^n  [by]  bodely  syni^  in 
that  in  hym  is.  f  But  the  knyght,  that  opened  Uie  lettres,  *a»e  the 
y\j.  werkes  of  mercy,  the  whic£l  tamed  to  god  to  mercy,  and  writtea) 
vnto  the  Empresse,  that  is,  cure  modir  h(}ly  chircB,  that  the  doughtir, 
that  is,  the  soule,  wasshon)  by  confession),  be  gyuene'  in  matrymoAye 
to  Ihsfu  erist,  the  child,  that  desired  to  wedde  hor,  and  to  lede  her  to 
the  Empire  of  heven),  to  wonne'  witK  Lym  there  aye  in  blisse.  Amen. 

'  leaf  ii,  *  begynoe,  MS.  '    to  whom  to  wonne,  MS. 


[  XLIX.  ] 
DAMA8CENUS  A  WISE  mWEBOUR. 

(OP  INORATITUDB,  AND  HOW  IT  WAS  PUNISHSD.) 

Damascenus  was  a  wysa  Emperoure  Reignyng  in  the  cete  of 
Rome;  ^  whiche  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  ^t  yf  Eny  maid 
deliuerid  a  virgine  fro  the  honde  of  hir  Bavisshei^,  it  shulde 
be  in  the  wille  of  him  that  deliumd  hir  for  to  wedde  hir,  yf  him 
luste;  no  she  shulde  not  be  weddid  to  noon)  6^  man),  withe 
outen)  graunto  &  assente  of  him  that  had  takyh)  hii*  fro  the  hondes 
of  the  Kavisher.  Bo  hit  folle  in  a  tyme,  that  ther  was  a  timnnt 
namid  Pompeias,  &  ho  hadde  I-Raveshid  a  viigine,  and  browte  hir 
into  a  wilde  forest;  an!  whcnue  he  hod  synned  wttA  hir,  he  wolde 
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luiTe  Bkjne  hir.  tber  come  Bidyng  bj  tiie  fovert  a  gentil  knyjt ; 
ancl  whenne  he  haide  the  horible  crie  of  %  womaid,  he  smote  tiie 
hots  withe  the  sporis,  &  Bode  to  hir.  And  whenne  he  come,  he 
sawe  hir  stonil  nakid,  save  hir  smokke ;  and  thenne  he  askid  of  hir, 
'^ert  thow  she  that  eridestt"  ''ye,  sir,"  quod  the,  ^for  this  mail) 
Baveshid  me,  and  hatha  taken)  fronl  me  my  virginitee ;  and  now  he 
wolde  sle  me,  Ss  he  hathe  thus  nakid  me,  for  to  smyte  of  mjni)  hede ; 
and  ^tfrefoi*,  for  the  love  of  god,  helpe  me  I  pny  yowe."  thenne 
•aide  the  tenant, ''  sir,  she  lithe,  for  she  is  my  wyfe,  and  I  fonde 
liix*  in  bordeU  withe  a-no^  man ;  and  )>er  for  I  wolde  sle  hir  nowe." 
))eDne  saide  the  kny)t,  "  I  trowe  moi*  to  the  woman)  ^onne  to  the, 
fur  I  se  opyh)  signys  in  hir  visage,  that  thow  haste  Eavishid  hir, 
and  Oppressid  hir  withe  mastrie ;  and  ]»erefoi^  I^  ^  wolle  File  for  hir." 
And  so  thei  fojte  to  gedir,  and  grevonsely  thai  wen'  I-woondid,  but 
the  knyjt  had  the  victory,  &  tliat  o})0r  fledde.  And  thenne  the 
knyjt  spake  to  the  womau),  ''  lo !  woman),  what  I  have  sufferid  for 
the,  and  howe  I  have  savid  the;  wolt  thow  now  be  my  wyfet" 
'*  ye  sir,'*  quod  shee, ''  that  I  desire  oner  alle  thinge,  and  ^erto  I  yeve 
the  my  trowtho.''  ]}enne  seide  he,  ''  hei'  be  syde  is  my  castelle ;  go 
thedir  a-foi',  &  o-bide  ^,  while  I  go  to  my  frendes  &  kynne,  for  to 
purvey  for  the  bridale  to  be  made ;  for  I  woUe  make  a  grete  fest,  for 
onre  worshipo  and  comfort,"  "  sir,**  quod  she,  "  I  shalle  do  as  ^w 
biddist."  She  yode  to  his  costolle,  and  })<t  she  was  worshipfulli 
Ilessoyvid ;  and  tho  kny^t  Rodo  a-bowte  to  his  frendes,  for  to  make 
al  thing  rody  |)<»rti).  In  the  mene  tyme  Je  tirau;<t  Pompeius  come 
to  tho  castcH,  &  prayde  hir  for  to  come,  ^  speke  withe  him  a  worde 
at  tho  ytito ;  aud  whenne  she  was  comyn),  he  yaf  hir  so  sotil  wordcs, 
di  fair^  bihoKtnr,  that  she  lete  hiiu  in,  <&  grauutid  to  be  his  wyf. 
AiWrwartt  tho  knyjt  come  homo,  ^  he  fonde  the  yaie  of  his  castdl 
stoken*  He  cnockid,  but  vnne^  he  myght  have  eny  aunswei^ ;  and 
at  Uie  laste  yt  woman)  come^  and  askid  whi  he  cnockid  so  I  And 
^enno  he  seide,  *'whatl  deex'  love,  whi  makest  ^w  hit  nowe  so 
atimuugo  to  me  t  late  me  come  in,  I  prsy  ^^  *'  ^n'aye  for  sothe,** 
quod  she,  ''  \ovl  shalte  not  come  hei'  Inne,  for  I  have  him  withe  me 
that  1  lovid  fiirsto,  or  I  knew  the.*     "  DameseH,  have  mj*nde  how 

*  MS.  aad  Mrtfer  I  aad  H'^efer  I.  *  kaf  197,  eoL  L 
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thow  yafe  to  me  J  i  feithe,  f c»  to  be  my  wyfe,  and  how  that  I  sayki 
iho  fio  dethe ;  &  yf  fan  wolte  not  sette  by  thi  f eithoi  loo  I  hei^  the 
wonndea  that  I  aufferid  for  the,  and  for  tia  love."  A-noon)  he  caite 
of  hia  olothiBi  and  ahewid  to  hir  the  woundia ;  but  she  wolde  not 
loke  on)  him,  but  ahntte  faat  the  dof i  and  wolde  no  mox'  speke  withe 
him.  the  knyjt  aeei^  the  wronger  he  yede  to  ^e  Inge,  and  per  he 
made  a  grete  compleynte  on)  Pompeye  }e  tiraont,  &  on)  the  womasl 
Aft0r  that  the  compleynt  waa  made,  pe  luge  made  hem  bo))e  to 
appei'  arfoi*  him ;  apd  what  tyme  thei  eome  afoi'  him,  ^  knyjt  aeide 
to  the  Inge,  **  My  lord,  I  aske  the  benefioe  of  [the  kw].  ^ye  wit  wol 
that  it  is  law,  pat  yf  a  man)  deliuer  enye  virgyne  ho  the  hondea  of 
hir  BaT[i]8her,  it  is  in  the  powei'  of  the  deliu^rer  to  hare  the  woduhl 
to  his  wyf  aft^r;  and,  sir,  I  have  hei'  deliumd  a  woman)  in  the 
aame  ease,  and  peretoif  mo  aemithe  that  she  ahulde  bo  my  wyf,  yf 
that  I  wolde  have  hir.  Also,  sir,!  chaki^ie  hir  for  a-no^  Eesoun); 
she  hM,pe  yevin  me  hir  feithe  to  be  my  wyf^  and  vpon)  that  she 
£ntorid  ia  to  my  oosteH,  and  many  Richesses  &  worshipis  she  had 
by  me ;  and  I  have  Redyn)  a-bowto,  to  purveye  for  oure  manage.'' 
Thonna  saide  the  Inge  to  Pompeye,  "Dei'  frende,  thow  knowi^ 
welle  that  the  kny3te  deliumd  the  woman)  from)  ^i  wiekidnesse,  & 
toke  of  the  grete  woundes  for  hir  love ;  and  hei*  by  thow  knowest 
wel  that  she  is  his  wyf,  yf  he  wolle  have  hir.  And  thenne  aftir 
this  soluacion),  paa  come  to  his  yate,  [and]  withe  thi  faire  flateringe 
desey vedist  hir ;  and,  sir,  pertfo^  in  this  same  daye  I  shalle  se  the 
honge  in  the  lubot."  &  thanne  seide  })e  lugo  to  the  woman, 
**  woman),  thow  knowist  welle  how  that  this  man)  savid  the  fro 
dethe,  and  toke  the  awey  fo)  thi  Ravisshei*,  and  also  thow  yaf  him 
feithe  for  to  be  his  wyfe ;  and  so  by  double  Kesone  thow  shuldest 
be  his  wyf,  bcU.  by  tiie  lawe,  and  eke  by  the  feithe  that  thow 
madest  to  him.  and  now  aftir  this  kyndnesse,  pan  hast  consentid 
to  the  wills  of  thi  Bavisher,  and  lete  him  entie  in  to  the  costeH  of 
the  knyjt ;  and  ^arefoi'  I  deme  the  to  be  hongid  piB  same  day  in  the 
lubetb"  And  so  it  was  I-do  in  dede ;  and  al  men)  hilie  commendid 
the  luge,  that  yaf  to  hem  so  lust  &  so  Ritfulle  dome. 

>  leaf  187,  ^l  2. 
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XOBAUTEK. 

DEre  f^ndifly  ^is  'Emperotae  is  the  £ftdir  of  herene ;  the  wiche 
ordeynici  for  a  lawB,  that  yf  eny  virgine  wci^  ^Ravishid  by 
dedely  synne,  ^enne  he  that  deliatfHd  hir  shulde  wedde  liir 
to  wyye.  The  woman),  that  was  Bayishid  and  ladde  into  the  forest, 
is  the  sonle  of  man),  ^e  whiche  was  putte  oate  of  Faradys  by  the 
synne  of  Adam,  &  browte  into  the  forest  of  this  worlde,  whei'  [sjhe 
livid  in  grete  wrecchidnesse,  and  [was]  deflowrid  by  the  Bavissh^, 
BcU.  the  deTil;  and  ^erefoi*  it  is  wieten,  V  lerem.  ill  in  atUem 
famieata  es  eum  amatorib^am  mtdtiB,  yin  is  to  seye,  he  seithe,  "  for 
mthe  thow  hast  do  fomieacion)  withe  many  lovers."  And  this 
Batisher,  the  devil,  deflowrithe  not  the  sonle  only,  by*  lost  of  blisse, 
bat  also  he  wolde  have  slayne  hit'  in  eu^Hastinge  peyne.  &  ^enne 
she  eride  witfi  an  hie  voyse ;  BeiL  the  wreoohidnes  and  the  perille  of 
hit  was  heni  -wiih  the  kny)te  Ihesn  Crista  IF  or  ellM  the  eiye  was 
made  what  tyme  that  adam,  onre  first  fadir,  eride  for  Oyle  of  mercy, 
&  whenne  paMarkis  and  prophete^  cride  for  Kemedye,  seinge,  0/ 
ciomine,  visita  noB,  O I  lorde,  eome  and  visite  }<m  vs,  |)enne  ]>e  kny^t, 
BeU.  Jhesn  Griste,  come  dotd  fro  hevene,  Ss  heilde  bataille  withe  the 
Bavisher,  set?,  fe  devil ;  and  thenne  they  two  foate  to-gedar,  that 
ey^ere  of  hem  was  grevonsly  woundid,  acU,  Crist  in  his  fleshe,  and 
the  devil  in  his  lordships ;  and  |>^-foro  saithe  Isaye,  FartU  impegit 
in  foftem^  est  ambo  eoneiderunt,  IF  [^is  is  to  seye,  A  stronge  delte  or 
fel  in  vp  on)  an  ofer  strong,  and  bothe  they  fil  doune  to-gedir. 
Aftir  this  the  woman\  sct7.  the  sonle,  tooke  baptym),  &  bond  hir 
fer  to  Criste,  whenne  that  she  saide,  Abrenuneio  Sathane  et  0mn/6us 
pomptB  eiuSy  I  forsake  the  devil,  and  alle  his  pompys ;  also  whenne 
she  scithe,  Credo  in  deum  patrem  omtfipotentemy  If  I  ti-owe  or  I 
beleve  in  god,  fadir  Almyti.  Aftir  that  Criste  ordoynid  for  hir 
bridals,  Bcil.  }e  vij.  Sacrament^v  of  holi  chirch,  of  whiche  he  ordeynid 
a  stronge  castelle  a-yenste  tho  deville  and  al  enmyes ;  and  feid  he 
badde  the  soule  holde  hir  in  the  vertne  of  that  castille,  tylle  tyme 
that  he  yede  a-bonte,  to  ordeyne  for  the  bridale,  neU.  crist,  p% 
dowtiest  kny^t,  ascendid  vppe  in  to  hevene  in  the  day  of  ascencioh), 
and  ther  he  ordeynid  for  vs  a  dwelling  place  in  euerlastyngo  *ioye, 
that  we  my^te  be  wtt^  him,  aftir  the  daye  of  dome,  in  loye.  But 
»  leaf  187,  back,  col.  1.        *  bot,  MS.        »  leaf  187,  back,  col.  2. 
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ift  the  meiie  tjnM  comythft  the  Bavinher,  aetZ.  ^  derd.  &  he  wttA 
iiiei  eotil  eenlellie  &  fdihedes  Uiiklithe  &  disMjFiiithe  ^e  eonle^  and 
4efoiilithe  hit  \j  ^yniie  \  anl  ao  ha  Xntti  the  the  oaateUa  of  }is^  hMria. 
■AbJ  jMuie  eomitha  to  the  yate  the  knyjt^  8ei7.  eriat ;  aa  the  OoapeDe 
auikithe  meneioxi)^  V  JEbai  $to  ad  hodktm^  ^puUo;  siqins  aj^piautrU 
mMdf  Mrvi&a  ad  evm,  ^  Miuiio  ctcm  tZIt^  thia  ia  to  saye,  hio  1  I 
aioiida  al  ^  don,  ft  enoeke ;  who  ao  eoera  opyid  to  me^  I  ahalle 
enter  to  Yam,  an)  I  ahalle  anppe  withe  him.  hoi  whai^  aa  the  devil 
i%  he  may  not  entre,  ne  the  wrecehiJ  man  woUe  not  opne  to  eiyat^ 
hf  doyng  oi  penaunce ;  am)  diet  eeinge  that^  oastithe  of  his  elothii^ 
and  apoy  lithe  him  nakeJ^  ft  ahewiihe  to  the  hia  woandee,  thai  he 
aoffeffiJ  for  the^  for  to  make  a^man  to  have  mynde  what  he  avCrii) 
ftis^  hinu  IF  for  iher  waa  on  him  noon)  heUhe^  ftom  the  ioppe  of 
Ue  hede  vnto  the  ede  of  hia  fote;  aa  aaytbe  holye  wiil^  0/  90$ 
amma  qui  tranmtia  pet  pkaOf  aUendiU  €t  videUf  at  ui  doUnr.  ticai 
dolor  mmttf  Thia  ia  to  eeye^  0 1  ye  al  thai  g«^  hy  the  way, 
heikenithe  ft  seitbe,  yf  ther  he  eny  sorowe  aa  ia  my  sorowe.  And 
fHk  toiBi  thia,  ^  wreoehid  mad)  woUe  not  oonrerte  himy  b«t  ligge 
etille  in  aynne;  and  Iwi'lora  iwiehe  wolle  he  denied  withe  the 
Bavisshtty  ml.  wi})  ^^  devil,  to  ea^lastyngB  taimentav.  And 
yeref oi'  late  va-  opne  the  jaiee  of  oure  hertd^,  by  meritorye  werkea, 
that  Criste  may  entre  into  ouie  hertef ,  and  ^t  we  come  to  the 
hUaee^  })at  nen^  ahaH  mysae.    A^  quo^  nos  petduaai  &o» 

[L.] 
CESAR  AN  EBCPJEROTTRE. 

(how  ▲  BON  WHO  WI8HBD  TO  KILL  HI8  FATHEB  WAS  BEPBOVSD.) 

OEsar  waa  an  Emp^roure  Beignynge  in  the  eitee  ot  Bomey  ^ 
whiehe  weddid  a  faire  eemli  damiselle  j  fe  whiche  damiselle 
waa  the  kynge«  dowter  of  sirio,  and  she  hrowte  forthe  a  fidre 

*  bleiM,  MS. 
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[  XXX.  ] 

Esar  in  the  Citee  of  Eome  reigned,  a  fnH  wise  man,  that  toke^ 
a  7aire  maiden)^  to  wyf*,  the  kynges  donghtir  of  Sirey  hy  the 
whiehe  he  had  a  fiille  faire  ehildu. .  IT  The  ehUd^  [whan  he*] 

'  tokmMr,  MS.  '  right  fayre  mayde,  '  Supplied  from  0. 


Sonne.  So  when)  this  child  was  oome  to  age,  he  awaytidl  'and  caste 
him,  in  alle  that  eo^re  he  myght^  for  the  dethe  oi  his  fadir,  in  so 
niuche  ^t  the  Emperooie  hadf  giete  marvayle,  and  come  to  the 
Emp^resse,  and  askid  of  hir,  jt  that  eny  man  ky  bi  hir  mo  thaniie 
he,  BeiL  the  Emperottr  him  selfe.  And  when  she  harde  thes  woxdes^ 
she  was  hery  in  herie,  by  cause  that  he  had  sache  suspecion)  to  hir ; 
&  svroif*  gieto  othis,  that  she  was  neuer  comon)  to  no  maid  flesshelyey 
bat  wit&  him  aloone.  And  Uienne  spake  he,  "  Ne  was  not  this 
yonge  man  getyn)  by  met"  ''yis,  sir,"  qnod  she,  ^^dowtithe  hit 
not,  for  he  is  yotcr  lawefnlly  bigeten)  sons."  Then)  the  Emperon^ 
wbs  amekid,  and  saide  to  his  sonne,  ^  Son,"  quod  he, ''  I  am  thi 
fadir,  and  I  gate  the  into  this  worlde,«and  of  me  ^w  come  into  this 
world,  and  by  wey  of  gentfracion)  fou,  dialt  be  myn)  heyi';  and 
per{o^  whi  erte  thowe  a-bowte  my  dethe,  that  have'  norisshed  the 
vp  wttA  deynteys,  and,  per  dieu,  al  that  is  myn)  is  thynt  leef,  sone, 
thi  wickid  purpos,  and  sle  me  not,  for  yf  ^u  do,  it  is  a  foule  synne 
in  the  syght  of  god,  and  hit  woUe  be  awreka"  IF  j)e  sone  toke 
noox])  hede  to  his  woordes,  but  Eohe  day  moi'  ^an)  [other]  he  was 
abowie  to  kille  his  fadir.  And  when)  the  fadir  saw  th^t,  he  yeda 
>  leaf  188,  col.  1.  *  in  hhr  swor^,  Ma  *  I  haye,  M8. 
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was  come  to  a^  lawfuH  age,  he  made  sleightos  and  wyles,  how  he 
niyght  put  his  Fadir  to  dethe.  the  fadir  mervailed  gretly*  of  the 
sone,  and  went  to  tlie  Empresse,  and  praied  her  to  telle  hym,  whejcr 
he  were  his  sone,  and  goten)  of  hym.  IF  She  herd  this,  and  was 
gretly  greved,  that  he  asked  sucbe  a  Uiyng  of  her.  she  afTermed 
with  an  othc,  that  she  was  never  knoweu)  of  none^  other  man  but  of 
hym,  and  that  he  was  his  Fadir,  and  ho  is  thi^  lawfuH  sonne. 
IF  The  Emporour  herd  this,  and  mekely  spake  to  his  sone,  and  said, 
<<  O  1  good  sone,  I  am  thi  Fadir,  that  gate  the,  and  [by  me^]  thoti 
come  into  this  world,  by  way  of  generacion),  and  thou  slialt  be  my# 
hcire.  why  woldest  thou  slo  me  t  and  I  have  norisshed  the,  and 
all  that  is  myn)  is  thyn).*  I  pray  the,  cease  the  of  tlii^  wikkcdnesse, 
and  sle  me  not,  for  yf •  thou  do,  it  is  to  the  a*  grete  synne  afore 
god."  IF  The  sone  toke  [no^®]  hede  to  his  Fadirs  saiyng,  but  fro  day 
to  ilay  his  malice  encreased ;  and  strengthed  hym  ail  way  to  sle  his 
fadir.     IF  Whan  the  Fadir  sawe  this,  he  went  into  a  deserte  place, 

«  Om.        •  grete.        *  Om.        *  Om,        »  SujfpfMl/rom  C. 
*  thyotf  is  mytitf,  Ma       '  tbfs.        *  and  if.        '  Om.       *"  Snjiyliedftim  C. 
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into  deserte,  &  toke  Mb  8one  withe  him,  an  J  a  sweide ;  and  when 
1m  was  ther,  he  saide  to  his  sone, ''  sono,  sle  me  hei',  for  hei*  is  a 
prery  plaee,  am)  pereioi^  it  is  weile  the  lease  synne,  &  lesse  shame 
to  the,  ^anne  yf  hit  wei*  in  an  opyn)  place."  whenne  the  sone 
haid  thes  woides,  he  oast  a-wej  the  swerde  from)  him,  &  knelid 
a^owne  arfoie  him,  anci  meklj  askiJ  mercj,  for  he  saide  that  he 
haci  txe^Mssid  ynto  him, — "&  fere  foi*,  fadir,  dothe  to  me  fro 
hennys  for^warcl  as  ^  likithe."  the  fiidir  withe  a  grete  gladnesse 
kiste  him;  and  aftir  him  Eegnid  the  sone,  that  mekly  askid 
■lercye. 

XORALITBE. 

DEre  firendes,  ^is  fimperoure  is  ours  loide  Ihem  Griste;  The 
sone  is  ech  Gristm  man;  The  Emperesse  is  holye  chirche. 
Bat  ofte  tyme  }e  sone,  bcH.  })e  Cristyi])  man),  is  firoward,  & 
oontraiye  to  the  wille  of  god,  for  he  obeythe  not  to  his  comannde- 
mentes.  ))enne  Criste  askithe  of  holye  chirche,  whe^  he  be  his 
8one  or  no;  and  holy  chirche  seithe,  ''Ye,  lord,  for  of  me  he 
Beseyrid  haptime,  and  fere  foi'  he  is  thy  sone."    and  ^rfoi'  Criste 

>  leaf  188,  ool.  2. 
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and  ledde  with  hym  his  sone,  beryng  a  swerd  in  his  hond ;  and  toke 
it  to  his  sone,  and  said,  "  My  sone,  slee  me  here,  for  here  is  a  prive 
place,  and  lesse  sclaundre  shall:  be  to  the  here  to  slee  me,  than  in 
other ^  place."  If  The  sone  herd  this,  and  anon)  east  the  swerd  from 
hjrm ;  and  kneled  before  his  fadir  mekely  I-noughe,  and  asked  hym* 
mercy,  Saiyng,  to  ^hym,  "  have  mercy  on  me,'  for  I  have  synned, 
and  do  to  me  from  hens  forward  as  it  liketh  the."  If  Anon)  the 
Fadir  kissed  hym,  and  was  right  glad ;  and  lad  hym  with  hym  to^ 
his  paleys.  and  aftir  the  dethe  of  the  fadir,  the  sone  reigned ;  and 
so  in  pease  ^and  rest  he^  ended  his  lyf*. 

IT  Deelaraoio.  Dere  Frendes,  this  Emperoor  is  oore  lord  Ihera 
exist ;  The  fadir^  is  echo  cristen)  man ;  the  Empresse  is  holy  chirche. 
Bat  ofte  sithes  the  sone,  that  is,  an  eveH  cristene  man,  [is]  froward 
and  contrary  to  god,  for  he  obeyeth  not  the  comanndemont.  he 
aeketh  of  holy  chirche  yf  he  be  verrely  his  sone ;  and  holy  chirche 
aonswereth,  and  seith,  ''ye,  sir,  of  me  he'  toke  baptyme,  and 
therefore  he  is  his  sone."    If  Crist  by  prelates  and    prechoura 

'  another.  •  Om. 

*  his  fader  **  A I  fa<ler,  have  mercy  on  me,  haye  mercfy  on  me.        *  home  to. 

*  leaf  44,  back.  •  Om.  ^  sone,  MS.  ■  ye,  MS. 

ORSTA.  IS 


Enformithe  yb,  and  connseilithe  ts,  by  prolatis  and  precfaoYiSy  ta 
leve  oure  fol^s  an<$  symijs,  audi  that  we  be  not  contiwye  to  his 
werkes;  and  be  spekitbe  to  ts,  aeyng  thus,  Meueriere,  Ssuerleff 
sunamitie,  et  ego  euscipiam^  te,  Thin  ia  to  aey,  be  thow  iornidlp  b# 
ihow  tomid  to  me,  thow  aynfuile  soula,  and  I  ahaile  vnderfoiige 
the.  but  the  synner  woUe  not  be  bowid  by  woide^  ne  be  betynges ; 
&  feretoi^  Gxiste  biyngithe  him  in  to  a  deserte  place  of  this  worlde» 
and  biyngithe  wit/^  him  the  awerde  of  derine  Bightwyanease,  mL 
]Nit  he  deye  for  aynne  that  is  done ;  for  yf  synne  hadde  not  ben), 
de^e  had  nen^  ben).  Also  ^e  fadir  had  a  swerde  of  power',  by  the 
whicK  ^e  sonne  of  god  deyde ;  &  }ertoi^  hit  is  wrctyn)  thus,  U  Nan 
haheres  potestatem  super  me  vllam,  ftin  Eseet  tibi  datum  deeupeg^ 
Jxyw  sholdest  haye  no  power'  Tppoo)  me,  but  yf  it  wei*  yeveid  the 
ftovO  above.  0!  lorde,  that  ther  bn]»  manye  that  dothe  CrisI 
ayene  vpon)  the  ciosse !  And  fere  for'  do  as  dude  the  sonne  of  the 
Emp^roux',  east  froni)  the  ))e  swerde  of  wickidnesse,  and  bowe  the 
by  penaunce  byfor*  god;  and  thenne  thow  shalt  fynde  Remedye, 
grace,  and  loye,  and  the  kyngdom  of  hevin  af tir  ^i  deoesse.   Amen  1 

'  sussipiam,  MS. 
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enfonnetb  vs,  that  we  shuld  leve  synne,  and  that  we  be  not  contrarie 
to  lus  preceptes ;  but  be  speketh  to  vs,  and  seith,  turne  to  me,  thou 
synnefuH  wrecohe,  and  I  shaU  take  the.  but  the  synf uii  man  wille 
not  bow,  for  wordes  ne  for  betynges;  IT  wherfore  our  lord  Ihesa 
lodetK  hym  in  to  deserve,  that  is,  for  his  pynne  Adam,  the  first  Fadir, 
was  take  out  of  paradice  in  to  deserte  of  this  world,  and  bare  witb 
hym  the  swerd  of  goddes  rightwisenesse,  that  is,  that  he  ahold  dye 
for  synne  that  he  had  done ;  for  yf  synne  had  not  be  done,  dethe 
shold  not  have  ben).  Now  hathe  the  sons  the  swerd  of  power,  by 
the  whiche  the  sone  of  god  shuld  dyo ;  as  it  is  written),  thou  shuld 
not  have  power  in  me,  but  yf  it  were  yeven  to  the  fro  above.  %  O I 
how  many  are  yit  that  crucifien)  crist  by  her  synne  1  IT  Do  povL 
iherfore  aa  the  Emp^rours  sone  did;  Cast  fro  the  the  swerd  of 
wikkednesse,  and  knele,  that  is,  mcke  the,  in  the  way  of  penaunce, 
and  afore  god,  thou  shalt  fynde  grace ;  and  so  in  pease  Uiou  shalt 
ende  thi  lyf,  and  purchace  the  everlastyng  kyngdome  of  heven* 
to  the  whiche  bryng  vs  he,  that  for  oure  syune  dyed  on  the  roode  I 
Amen. 
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[LI.] 
FREUDKRICUS  A  WISE  EMP^j80[7il. 

(fiDW  A  Wtn  WAS  OOirSOLlSD    VOR   THE  ABBIVOB  OF   BA   HUBBAVIK) 

i"V*lBeQd<Briclii  was  a  Emp^rouie  Begnyng  in  the  citee  o{  Bomey 
wA  f^  wtikhe  was  longe  witA  oute  wyf  and  childe ;  bat  at  the 
JL  kst^  at  counseil  of  totdeA  and  of  wyse  meii»  he  weddi J  a 
fiiiie  damSselle,  A  dwelte  with  hir  in  an  vnknowen  contiee,  and  gete 
of  hir  a  ehilde.  Aftif  thAt^  he  wolde  have  6omyn  to  his  Empyie^ 
but  he  taiyght  not  have  gete  leve  of  hir  ther  to^  but  etier  she  wolde 
8qr»  that  jf  he  yede,  she  wolde  ele  Mt  selve.  AnJ  whanne  the 
Einperotir  hard^his^  he  studied  muishey  how  that  he  nyght  beste 
gooy  and  pasee  ftoni)  hir,  wtt^  hir  goode  wiile.  he  gate  payntoure^ 
A  he  made  to  be  paynte  oHer  hir  hede  \j.  fail*  Images ;  and  in  the 
ftonnte  of  ey^ere  Image  was  I^eette  a  myrottri  in  the  whiehe  slie 
myght  euery  day  biholde ;  &  so  die  dude,  &  had  eo  gtete  deleotacion)^ 
that  she  forjat  fe  fervente  desire  that  she  hadde  in  hir  lofde  the 
Emperour.  whenne  the  Emperouie  sawe  this,  he  yede  his  weye ; 
sad  aftir  his  going,  a  damesel,  that  was  the  kdies  sarvaont,  yede 
pteteli)  and  made  foide  the  glas,  in  so  mnche  that  the  kdy  ^ede 

'  leaf  188,  Uek^  eoU  1. 
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FKeudericus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  that  longe  was 
withoute  a  wyf  and  child.  Atte^  last,  by  counsaile  of  his 
wise  men,  he  wedded  a  right  faire  maiden)*  of  ferre  countre. 
and  with  her  abode  in  that  conntre  vnknowen) ;  and  on  her  begate' 
ehSldren).  IT  Aftir  that,  he  wold  go  to  his  Empire,  but  of  her  he 
myght  gete  no  leve ;  For^  she  said,  yf  he  Went  fto  her,  she  shold* 
slee  her  self*.  IT  whan  the  Emperonr  heid  this,  he  donted  gretly,* 
and  studied  how  he  myght  go  fro  her  Vith  her^  wille.  IT  he  hired 
his'  payntours,  and  made  hem  paynt  over*  his  [beddys^*]  hede  ^. 
fkSre  ymages,  and  in  the  forhede  of  eche  ymage  was  put  a  glassy 
^^in  the  whiche  his  Wyf  myght  every  day  loke,  and  have  delite. 
wherfore  the  woman  had  so  grete  delite  in  beholdyng  of  hem,  that 
she  forgate  the  love  of  her  husbond.    f  whan   the  Empemut 

Kseived  that,  he  wente  from  her.     But  whan  he  Was  ^gone  from 
,^'  there  come  a  maiden)^'  prively,  and  defouled  the  myrrour,^^  in  sd 

'  At  the.        '  mayde.        '  gate.        *  and.        '  wdlde. 
•  (?»i.        »£?*•.        •  hym.        •  on.        *•  SuppUtdfrtm  C,        "  leaf  4& 

**  gOt        "  mayde.        '*  mirroursb 
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aftir  the  lorde ;  and  wheime  she  had  f ounde  him,  she  browte  [him] 
ajen)  yriHi  hir.  and  thenne  the^  Emporour  made  muche  sorowe  in 
herfce  for  that  oas,  and  studijd  ^erefoi^  bj  what  weye,  in  ai  that  he 
m jght,  how  that  he  myght  passe  f ro  ^  hir  ayene.  he  porvejde  him 
of  a  passing  faire  gordil,  sette  aboute  withe  presious  stonis,  and  in 
the  stonys  he  made  thes  woides  to  he  wreten, ''  yf  hope  wei*  not,  heit 
shulde  breke."  And  he  yafe  ^is  gurdil  to  his  wyf,  and  she  toke  hit 
Benerentlye ;  &  she  sette  so  moche  herte  in  faimesse  of  the  gyrdille^ 
that  she  for  yate  the  love  of  hir  husbonde.  whenne  the  Emperoiue 
saw  this,  he  yede  pWvely  fro  ^  hir  to  his  contre,  &  ^e  wyf  folowid 
not  aftir  him,  for  as  ofte  as  she  was  I-temptid  to  go  aftir  him,  as 
ofte  she  yede,  and  lokyd  on)  the  gyrdil,  and  she  Bedde  on  the 
scripttti',  seing,  yf  hope  wei'  not^  herte  sholde  tobreke.  She  thowte 
yer  miik  to  hir  selfe,  "  yit  I  tnste  to  'see  my  husbonde,  withe  glorie 
&  oomforte."  &  thus  she  Uvid,  vndir  stedfaste  hope  &  trist,  by 
many  dayes  aftir. 

MOBALITSB. 

D£re  Frendes,  this  Emperoore  may  be  eallid  eehe  gooda 
Cristen)  man),  )m  whiche  owithe  to  be  Empenmr  of  him  selfe ; 
and  so  he  owithe  first  &  fnrj^ermost  and  principalli,  to  take 
«  for,  MS.  •  for,  MS.  *  leaf  188,  back,  col.  2. 
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mekett^  that  the  wyf  aH  thynges  left,  and  wente  aftir  her  husbond ; 
and^  whan  she  found  hym,  she  lad  hym  with  her  agayn).  IT  Than 
the  Emp69t)ur  sorowed  gretly;  neverthelesse  he  studied  by  what 
wey  he  myght  go  from  her.  H  he  ordeyned  a'  faire  girdeH,  and 
araied  it  with  precious  stones ;  and  in  every  stone  he  did  write  this 
reason),  H  *'  tcere  not  hope  stedfiut,  hert  ofte  idthe  ehold  bred.**  *  this 
gurdeH  he  gaf  to  hys  wyf*,  and  she  gladly  rcsceived  it ;  and*  of  the 
gurdeU  she  had  so  moche  delite,  that  she  for-gate  aH:  the  love  of  her 
husbond.  [Whan  the  Emperour  saw  that,  priuely  he  went  to  his 
Gontre.  And  his  wyfe  folowed  neuer  after ;  but  as  she  was  in  wylle 
to  go  after  hire  husband,^]  so  ofte  sithes^  she  loked  on  the  gurdeli, 
and  red  the  scripture,  *^  tcere  not  hope  sted/ast,  hert  ofte  sitJie  eholi 
brest.**  H  Than  she  thought,  ''  yit  I  hope  to  se  my  husbonde  witb 
myrthe." '  and  so  she  lived  longe,  and  ended  her  lyf  in  pease. 
IT  Dedaracio.     My  swete  frendes,'  this  Emperour  may  be 

*  myclie.  *  Om.  '  Lym  a.  *  breke.  *  Out. 

*  Sftjf^lMfiviii  a  ^  Oui.  •  fmde,  MS. 
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the  wej  towant  bis  owne  contrc,  &  fereto  manfulli  to  labooie. 
what  is  contiee  1  CSertenly  the  kyngdome  of  hevensy  wonne  by  the 
paseionii)  of  erist.  And  wher  foi^  owe  we  to  laboure  )^refore1 
Gertenlye  to  that  entente,  that  we  mowe  have  pere  by  helpe  of 
aoole;  as  ia  seide  in  the  psahne,  Saluum  me  foe,  deus  gaoniam 
ititraverurU  ague  vsque  ad  animam  meajOy  Tliis  is  to  seye,  loide, 
make  me  saffe,  for  wattfrs,  BeU.  perilis  of  synnys,  have  enteriJ  to  iny 
80Tle.  the  wyf  is  the  fleshe,  that  ofte  tyme  holdi^e  the  soule  in  his 
dilectaciovns,  for  the  whiche  he  may  not  come  to  the  eu^rlastyng 
lyf ;  For  wher  is  his  coituersacion)  but  in  the  Empire  of  hevene? 
why  thenne  woUe  not  the  fleshy  Icte  him  passe  to  tbat  mury 
contree  1  For  the  fleshe  is  naturcly  a-yenste  the  sprite.  Do  ^erfoz' 
as  ducf  the  Emp^rourc ;  huyi*  payntoi/rs,  sctL  men  of  holy  chirche, 
that  conno  paynte  in  the  hede  of  thin  herto  two  yniages,  bciL 
eontracioufli,  &  oonfessiou),  so  that  ey^re  of  hem  have  a  wel 
I-po1ishiJ  glosse,  scil,  a  consiens  andf  perseveraunce,  the  whicb 
perseueraunce  amonge  alio  ofer  vertues  is  I-crownid.  &  yf  thow 
be-holde  welle  thes,  pon  shalt  for3ite  the  wey  of  uipediment,  and 
thow  shalt  ^  late  ^i  soule  passe  frely.  but  alias !  for  ofte  tyme  while 
Jot  ^  soule  lyj>e  in  fe  way  of  penaunce  toward^  hevene,  fere  comythe 

■  Bhat,  MS. 
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every  good  cristen  man,  tlint  owetii  to  be  Emperour  of  hym  self* ; 
%  wherfore  pryncipally  and  before  all  thyng  he  oweth  to  take  a  way 
toward  his  owno  countre,  and  therfore  namly  for  to  travaile. 
^  Whiche  is  our  countro  1  for  sothe  the  kyngdome  of  heven,  the 
whiche  is  got^ii)  to  vs  by  cristas  passion),  and  whi  owe  wo  to 
travaile  to  that  ?  forsotho  that  we  may  have  endlcsse  helthe.  IT  The 
wyf  is  the  wrecche(¥  flessh,  that  oftn  si  the  beholdetti  the  soule  in 
many  delectacions,  for  the  whiche  the  soule  may  not  passe  to 
everlastyng  lyf,  where  is  conversaciou)  and  everlastyng  Empire, 
and  why  wille  not  the  flessh  leve  1  for  sothe  for  the  flessh  desireth 
ayenst  the  soule.  IT  Do  thou  therforo  as  tlie  Emperour  did  ;  heire 
payntours,  that  is,  men  of  holy  chirch,  that  can  paynte  in  the  hede 
of  thyi^  hert  ij.  ymages,  that  is,  contriccion)  and  confession),  so  that 
echo  ymage  have  a  myrrour  put  in  the  face,  that  is,  a  naked  conscience 
and  perse vemunce ;  for  perseveraunco  alone  in  good  livyng  amonge 
att  vertues  is  crowned,  for  sothe  yf  thou  behold  wcle  in  thise 
myrrours,  lightly  thou  shalt  for-yete  the  way  of  Impedyment  and 
lettyng,  And  so  thou  shalt  soffre  tki  soiUe  fit»ly  to  passe.  V  Bat  alias 
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a  sdrraunt,  so/,  a  shxewde  or  a  ftQiwea&  vi},  or  a  fleehH  delectaciori^ 

thai  makitlfe  fouk  tke  oonmefins  anJ  iha  ^peneneracwa),  so  that  ^ 

sonle  xoay  sot  ^Se  gocl^  no  his  owne  perflL    Do  ther  M  as  doda  tib0 

Emp^rour ;  yif  hk  a  GurdilE^  bcH.  cbarite^  -with  p^moua  sten js,  asil. 

k>wiies8e  &  ehaslite ;  andl  ofte  tyme  ledck  tha  siqp^rscripdioaii)^  seiZ. 

but  yf  bope  wez*,  herta  skulda  brerte.    This  k(^  owkha  to  be 

Bediesskl  Tnto  god,  ^t  yf  ^wa  da  penaanoe^  tboir  sbalt  come  to  ^ 

lyf  that  eaermoi'  hiafcithe ;  and!  ^rBfoz'  sdithe  the  Apostle,  Spe  idhd 

/acH  gumue,  This  is  to  seye,  ))orow  hope  we  betha  I-made  sa£».  And 

yf  we  do  so,  wt t&  oute  dowte  we  AtuOe  come  to  the  EiMrlastiiigo  Ijt, 

bothe  in  fleehe  &  in  soale^  aftir  the  kste  dome,    god  graimtft  vs  ftdt 

for  his  mercy !    Amen. 

'  kaf  189,  col.  1. 

[Seemd  Vernon.    Addit  MS.  90e«.] 

for  sorowl  for  ofte  sithes  while  the  sotile  lieth  in  the  way  of 

penotmoe  toward  heveo),  cometh  tha  sarvaunt,  that  is,  foryetefidt 

wille,  ^  or  flesshly  delectacioii),  and  defoolettl  the  mvrrours,  that  is, 

conscience  and  perseveraance,  as  ofte  as  it  lieth  in  aedely  synne,  so 

that  the  soule  may  not  se  god,  ne  the  perile  of  it  selP.    H  Do  thou 

therf ore  as  the  iSnpdroar  did ;  yeve  her  a  gevdefi,  that  is,  efaarite^ 

with  precious  stone^  that  is,  mekenesse  and  chastite ;  and  rede  of  U 

the  scripture,  that  is,  IT  Were  not  hope  stedfast,  hert  ofte  dthea  wol& 

brest.    IT  Hope  shold  aH  way  be  hail  in  thi  kynde  to  god,  for  yf 

I  do  penaunce  here,  my  hope  is  to  have  ever  lastyn^  lyf* ;  and  that 

is,  that  the  appoetett  saith,  If  By  faithe  wo  are  made  sauf .     and  yf 

we  do  so,  willL  out  doute  aftir  the  day  of  dome,  the  hert  with  the 

soule  shaH  ioye  in  ever  lastyng  lyf.     to  the  whiche  brynge  ts  Ihesu 

crist  I    Amen.  ,  .    « j .  .    , 

'  leaf  45,  back. 

[LIL] 
PROTHEUS  WAS  AN  EMPJFiJOURK 

(of  ▲  SON  WHO  LBFT  HIS  MOTHBR  IN   ORDBB  TO   9ESCUI  HIS 

FATHBB  PROM  OAPTIVITT.) 

PRotheus  Beignid  an  Emperoure  in  the  citee  of  Rome ;  and  he 
ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  childeris)  shulde  sustene  hei^  fadeiis 
in  al  man^  of  Node,  seil.  yf  that  theye  w^  of  powei'  there  to, 
or  Richei^  ]}aD)  hir  faderis.  Fel  cas,  that  ther  was  a  knyjt  namid 
androniecM,  and  he  had  a  faire  gentil  woman)  to  wyf,  )»e  whiche  oon- 
seyuid  of  him,  ft  bare  him  a  somie.    The  ohilde  throfe,  and  wal  was 


UL  tarn  DUfOB  Of  ▲  son.     BKHIT.     BARL.  7839.  231 

I-krfkl  a^nonge  al  men),  for  he  was  gracious  in  beholdinge.     Hit 
liappid,  the  knjjt  went  on)  pilgn'mage,  and  felle  amonge  thevis ;  an<f 
fer  he  was  eraelj  taken,  &  bounde ;  anci  themie  he  wepte,  &  sadde, 
**  she !  for  what  shalle  I  nowe  do,  for  no  we  I  am  pMMonyJ  m  a  deike 
pfi08oane^  »-monge  straimgeres."    And  aa  he  was  in  making  of  his 
hmentacioi^,  ther  come  to  him  a  wyse  man,  and  saide,  ^'dei'  firende, 
hast  thowe  not  at  home  no  wjf,  nor  chflde  I**    '^yis,  sir,"  qood  he, 
**  I  htLre  a  wjr^  &  oo  childe."    "  sofel j,"  seide  that  dper,  **  themie  I 
coonsailte  tiie,  that  thow  write  to  thi  wjf,  &  to  thi  ehilde,  for  thj 
Bedempcion),  seing  that  the  law  of  the  Emp^rour  is  swidxe,  that  the 
childeriii)  owiihe  to  sustene  and  Kelove  hir  faderis,  in  hir  grete  nedes; 
and  ^erefoi'  sey  to  thi  ehilde,  tliat  sithcn  he  is  thi  ehilde,  that  he 
nowe  helpe  the ;  and  saye  to  thi  wyf,  that  she  socoure  the  ia  ttd 
wrecchidnes,  sithe  ye  bethe  botlie  oo  fleshe.''     the  knyjt  wrote 
Ictteris  in  this  forme  to  the  wyfe,  &  to  the  sone ;  and  whenne  the 
wyf  hadde  soii)  the  lefferu,  she  wepte  so  soi',  that  she  was  blynde  for 
weping.     And  the  sone  in  the  same  man«r  made  sorowe  ^as  maehe 
as  he  myght  bei',  &  saide  to  his  moder,  ''  A  !  dei^  moder,  now  is  woo 
to  yow  I-nowe;  nen^  the  les  I  woUe  go,  and  deliner  my  fadir.** 
**Nay,*  quod  the  moder,  **thow  shi^  not  go,  for  thow  art  my  loye, 
&  my  solas ;  and  yf  thow  leve  mo  bo  my  self,  hit  woUe  be  cause  of 
my  dethe.     And  also  hit  may  happin  withe  the  by  the  way,  as  hit 
is  withe  thi  fadre ;  &  so  hit  sliuldo  bo  to  me  doble  confucion)  & 
woo.     [Thow]  hadde   lover,"  quod  she,  "deKucr  thi  fadir  out  of 
pr68oune,  than)  to  norishe  me  &  hclpc  mo  in  my  nedes,  Silken  I 
have  norishid  f  e  fro  f e  begynnyng  of  thi  birtho ;  and  Jje;for  f  ow 
sholt  abide  at  home  with  me,  for  yf  thowe  go,  I  am  but  dcde.    Ss 
knowist  thow  not  wolle,  that  yf  eny  thiugo  be  yevin)  to  two  simplely, 
and  that  on)  be  take  or  dede,  al  is  in  the  powi^  of  him  or  hii^  that  is 
present!"     thenne  saide  he,  "mod/r,  I  hei*  thi  wordes  welle." 
^enne  saide  she,  "thowe  wot^  wel,  &  specialli  I  wote  hit  welle, 
that  thow  arte  his  sonne  and  myn)  eko,  for  out  of  my  wombe  ))0u 
passediste.     Now  \\n  fadir  is  absent,  &  I  am)  present;   ))enne  I 
conclude  by  goode  probacion),  that  J^ow  owist  not  to  go  from)  me'  to 
thi  fiuiir.''    Thenne  spake  ^e  sone,  and  saide,  '^  A  !  dei^  modir,  thow 

'  leaf  189,  ool.  2.  '  wolt,  HS. 
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I  bo  thi  tonne,  yit  mj  ladir  is  cause  of  my  g^n^racion)  in  principa}^ 
M  thow  erte  of  mj  conaeyringe ;  &  my  &dir  yede  in  pilgr/mage^  anJ 
tbow  dwelliat  at  home,  now  be  is  takyii),  &  made  soget  to  bis 
EnmyeSy  &  ^u  art  fi»o ;  So  be  dwellitbo^  amonge  bis  Enmyee,  and 
tbowe  a  monge  thi  frendes ;  he  liggithe  stzongli  I-bounde,  and  tbow 
art  loa.  And  nen^rtbeles  thow  erte  blynde,  and  he  bathe  no  light 
but  ebeyniSy  and  woundes,  &  wreccbidnesses ;  and  so^y  ^er%  ina^  I 
woUe  go  to  him,  &  delio^  him  oute."  And  so  hit  was  don)  in  dede ; 
and  al  men)  ^ere  f oi'  lovid  him,  &  commendid  bis  vertaesy  ^  so 
daliaerid  his  iadir  fso  barette. 

XOBALITEE. 

DEre  FrendoSy  this  Emperoore  is  ))e  Fadir  of  bevene;  that 
ordeynid  for  a  kwe,  that  cbilderin  sbolde  honour  and 
worsbipe  hir  Faderis  &  hir  modeiis,  and  sostene  hem.  but 
who  is  thi  fadir,  and  whoo  is  thi  moderl  Certeinly  Crist  is  oui^ 
fadei',  For  he  bathe  to  vs  a  fadirlye  affeccion),  and  not  *a  modirly  ; 
For  ye  knowe  welle,  ))at  yf  a  childe  forfete  or  Trespasse,  ]^  fadir 
wolle  stemely  Bepr^e  him,  bete  him  &  scorgo  him,  but  the  modir 
trotithe  him  li}tly  and  swetlye.  and  so  Griste  wolle  snffre  vs  to  be 
tormentid,  angrid,  &  bete  for  oure  defavtis,  as  oare  principafi  fadir  ; 
&  \er^  M  hit  is  seyde  in  Deuto.  Nuncquid  nmi  ipse  est  patet  tuus^ 
goi  jpomedlt  te,  ^  fecit^  ^  creauU  te  f  This  is  to  seye,  Whe^ere  is 
not  be  thi  fadir,  that  owithe  ^,  &  made  the,  &  shope  the  f  sciL 
Crista  the  punyssbei'.  Bute  thy  modir  is  ye  worlde,  that  bihotitho 
to  the  swetnosse  &  dilectabilites.  Kow  oure  fader  yede  a  pilgrimage, 
as  is  mencioii)  made  in  ^e  Ps.  Extranem  Faetus  sum  fiatribus  tneis^ 
This  is  to  seye,  I  ani)  made  a  straunger  to  my  bretherin.  Kow  Crista 
is  I-bounde,  scorgid,  and  crossid,  and  not  in  him  selfe,  but  in  his 
membris;  and  ^«?refore  seithe  the  Apostle,  Ad  hebreos^  Quieunque 
est  in  moHali  pecoato,  iacet  in  Carcere  diaboli.  This  is  to  seye,  Who 
so  wisr  be  in  dedely  synne,  be  is  in  p-esone  of  the  devil  and  fere- 
ion  oure  fadir  wolde,  that  we  shuld  goo,  and  by  the  thraldom),  soil, 
by  doinge  of  the  v\j.  workis  of  mercy,  also  go  and  preche,  &  shew  ^e 
kyngdom)  of  god.     and  ferhj  thow  may  become  the  childe  of  criste, 

■  dwelUd^  MS.  *  leaf  189,  back,  col  1. 


Lai.  TBI  PSTBICUN  AND  Hlfi  8TfiPM0TIllUi.     8T0BX*     MASJL  7388.     233 

lor  who  80  ener  prdchitbe  fractuoYslje  Ibo  worde  of  god,  be  winithe 
^  fadir,  and  hijif  crust ;  for  be  eeitbe,  Quad  vtii  ex  minimis  meit 
fedgtisy  mkki  fecitHs^  Ibis  ia  to  seje,  J>at  ye  do^  to  ^e  leste  of  myne, 
ye  dotbe  to  me.  but  tiie  modir,  eciZ.  ^e  worlde»  letitbe  not  a  mao) 
folowe  criat  in  pooerte,  &  in  o^8r  gode  werkes ;  but  be  aeitbe  to 
man),  ''I  may  not  live,  yf  tbat  tbovr  cbese,  and  go  ^  weye  of 
penaunce,  &  fulowe  criste,  tbat  was  poi^."  And  tbis  mod^r  ia 
blyndo,  and  makitbe  o))tfre  blynde  also;  and  seitbe  £cbe  day  to 
men), ''  Come  to  me,  I  am  present  to  tbe ;  &  late  vs  vse  goodis,  & 
stiengitbe,  &  fairbed."  but,  dere  frend,  yf  tbat  tbow  be  a  goode 
kynde  cbilde  to  god,  tbow  wolte  aynswei'  }^a8, ''  tbe  fyrste  partie  is 
but  of  tbe  fadir,  &  tbe  secounde  of  tbe  modir;  tbe  soule  is  bi^t  to 
goc^  &  tbe  body  to  tbe  worlde,  nclL  Ertbe.  &  yerM  do  not  afbir 
the  worlde,  ne  abide  not  age,  vnpower,  or  blyndnesse,  for  tbe  oblacion) 
that  tbowe  wolde  make  ^nne  is  tbe  lease  acceptable  to  god ;  and 
triste  not  to  tbe  worlde  by  no  wey.  For  tbenne  be  woUe  desceyve 
tbe  as  thin  Enmye,  ^but  go  to  Grist,  and  tbenne  tbow  sbalt  have 
euiilastinge  lyf .    Amen)  I 

[  Lin.  ] 

GORGONIUS  AN  EMPJFJiOURE. 
(why  a  physician  would  not  cure  his  stepmother.) 

GOrgonius  was  an  Emperoure  Begnynge  in  the  cite  of  Home ; 
and  he  had  weddid  to  wyf  a  yonge  gentilwomaii),  the 
whiche  conseyuid,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire  sons.  And 
whenne  the  cbilde  was  in  age  of  xx.  yei',  the  modir  deyid ;  &  he 
weddid  ano^ere  wyf,  that  lovid  not  the  Emperours  sone,  but  she 
Beprevide  him  moche,  &  shewid  to  him  muche  glowmynge  chei'. 
Whenne  the  Emp^rour  saw  that,  he  sent  his  sonne  out  of  )7e  Empyi^, 
for  presauDce  of  his  wyf ;  and  whenne  the  yonge  man  was  put  oute 
of  the  Empyre,  he  lemid  to  be  a  phisicien),  that  myte  be  in  eny 
place.  Aftirward  hit  happid,  that  his  fadir,  sciZ.  the  Emperoure, 
.  fel  sike,  ando  was  ny  dede ;  but  what  tyme  he  harde  telle  that  his 
sone  was  so  good  a  phisicione,^  he  sent  for  him  by  letteris,  that  he 
shulde  come  witho  oute  delay.  J)e  sonno  willing*  [to]  obey  to  the  fudir, 
he  come  to  him,  and  saw  his  vryne ;  and  tbenne  yaf  him  medesyne, 
*  leaf  189,  tack,  col.  2i  '  phwione,  MS. 
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irlieriliorowe  he  was  bole.  Aftir  thsl^  the  wyf  el  the  Emperoqre  be 
gMme  to  be  eyke,  in  so  Mnebe  thai  leebie  had  grete  myetir  ef  bit 
Ijle.  Wbeiuie  the  EmperoMr  htaS  thai,  be  i»aide  hk  aonni^  thtti 
be  idiulde  bde  hie  wyfe  of  bir  etkeneeee  mi^  hi  frmite ;  9m&  the  tone 
aaide,  ^eertenly^  I  woSLe  Bot  putte  te-  bk  no  Biedieiiiie.'*  **Am& 
bat  ibov  do,**^  qjatod  the  fadir,  "f&^  shaUe  be  ezilid  fue  my  eooi- 
panye.*^  ))eiiiie  eaide  the  aomie^  ''fiKBr,  yf  fiiow  do  so  to  xne^  ^ 
doete  to  me  grete  wionge;  for  faa  bnowist  weUe,  that^  thow  did 
pQtte  Bie  f or^  bir  love  out  of  the  fknpt^,  wbexfoi^  myn  absence  iras 
eause  of  tiun  infinmtee,  and  of  tbi  soiow ;  &  tbenBe,  wbenne  I  eooM 
ayene,  with  a  lide  bdpe  foa  BeeeyvidiBt  bri^,  so  bylie  comfortui 
^  my  presence  was  Sc  is  ca«se  of  bir  iaftmutey  &  ^erefoie  I  wofle 
not  entermete  me  of  bir,  ft  wbil  lor  I  knowe  welle,  that  the  syjte 
ei  me  vrcXie  grere  bir,  ami  a  leebe  may  ofte  tymebe  deeeyrid;  also 
aiicl  I  coveite  not,  that  eny  thinge  lelle  to  bor  bate  good,  that  she 
patte  ^blame  m  me."  J^enne  soide  tiie  ^Kiir,  **  sene,  she  batiie  the 
same  sdmesse  ^t  I  baddo;"  **  ye,  what  ^w,"  seide  the  ssBe,  '^tibow 
bit  be  the  same  sekenes,  hit  is  not  the  same  eonpleceioid ;  lor  that 
whiche  I  dade  to  the,  foM  heilde  the  fer  withe  wel  paide,  for  my 
presence,  ami  the  comfortable  syght^  when)  ^u  sawe  me,  ^t  pom, 
gate  helthe' ;  And  perioie  it  is  heste  that  she  late  some  leche  dele 
wit^  hir,  that  she  wolde  triste  in) ;  &  so  she  may  &  shalle  be  hole.** 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  fia  Emperoare  is  Echon  of  vs  that  have  I-taken) 
the  vryf  of  Cristindome  in  baptime ;  for  thenne  is  ^e  soale 
made  ^e  spouse  of  Criste,  of  whome  he  getithe  a  sonne,  sci7. 
fieson),  whiche  is  annexiil  to  god.  But  GhrMtianyte  doi^,  when)  a 
man)  litbe  in  synnes,  aftir  the  man)  weddith  anoper,  bcU.  wickidnesse, 
as  ofte  as  a  man  is  Eulid  &  goa^nid  by  wills,  &  not  by  Reson). 
And  so  he  livithe  fleshely,  <&  puttithe  awey  Besou),  &  ^enno  ^e  scale 
is  sike ;  for  the  absens  of  Reson)  is  cause  of  the  sekenes  of  the  soule. 
bat  then)  Eesone^  whiche  is  gostlye  medisyne,  is  I-browte  a-yone  by 
the  werkes  of  mercy,  and  of  conscious,  &  so  is  man  I-helid ;  and 
that  o^er  wyf,  set/,  frowarde  wille  or  sensualite,  is  syk,  as  ofte  as  the 

*  fro,  ms.  '  leaf  190,  col.  1.  '  bdde  ^  MS. 
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JMke  18  p«ii  downe  by  Penauncew  And  j-^refor  we  Huoste  be  ware 
bowe  that  ve  noriabe  owx'  [lyf] ;  lor  tbe  1  jf  ot  nuud  is  likeBid  nowe 
to  a  floui^,  Bove  to  bete  oc  warmBee,  aoil  Bowe  to  a  floinge  abadowe, 
and  BQwe  to  a  moBaa^gsr  tbat  ByBBitha  or  KuLitbe  aJoxe,  anci  nowe  to 
an  arowe  abote  to  a  marke ;  for  of  al  tbes  is  tiays  Be  lolowijiigs»  to  asd 
[ao]  it  is  of  a  man)  aftir  his  detbe.  And  fere  fox'  lat  vs  be  so  busye 
to  amend  oure  lyf,  tbat  we  mowe  come,  and  take^  &  bave  tbe  loye 
of  bevene.    Amen  t 

[  LIV.  ] 
ONIAS  WAS  AN  EMPJ^iWUltE. 

(how  a  BBDUOEB  WBO  had  MURBBBID  his  ILLBOimfATB  8(Hf 

WAA  PUKI8HBD.) 

ONias  was  an  EmperoBre  in  tbe  cetee  of  Ramo;  asd  be  badde 
a  hm  doTttfr,  ^tbat  was  moobe  like  to  bim  seUfe,  sad  tbe 
wbicb  be  mncbe  loYid.  So  }er  come  a  kny^t  to  tbis  domsett, 
Bamed  Comelitis,  and  be  stirid  bir  &  wowid  bir,  in  al  tbat  be  niyjt, 
lor  synne  to  be  don) ;  and  soone  tbis  damiselle,  not  baviage  mynde  of 
pmlis  )»t  mygbt  f aUe,  soona  abe  consentid.  tbe  luny^t  daflowiid  bir ; 
aad  wbenna  be  bad  drive  a^weye  the  flowx'  of  bir  vxrginiteei  be  lefte 
Ur,  and  f onoke  bir.  tbe  woman)  conseyyid,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire 
soone.  Anoon)  tbe  kny^t  took  ^e  cbibie,  &  alowe  bit ;  and  whenne 
the  mod^r  barde  that,  abe  waa  biliche  greoid  in  alle  the  atrengea  of 
bir  berte,  and  wrote  to  him,  &  aakid  of  him  whi  be  badde  I-doo 
SQcbe  a  wicked  dede.  tbe  knyjt  badde  noon)  Ezcusaeion),  ne  wolde 
not  lowe  him  aelfe.  whenne  tbe  Emperoore  barde  bei^o^  be  badde 
giet  diapite,  &  was  wrothe  to  him ;  &  aoone  he  made  to  be  eride  a 
gen^raH  tomement.  And  in  the  day  of  tbe  tomement  }er  w^ce  aette 
by  tbe  Empdrouxe  iij.  or  iiijj.  kny^t^^  of  oo  partya,  and  as  Biany  in 
tbat  dper  ayde ;  and  thai  tbat  w^  in  the  firate  parte  badda  I-putte 
aheldes  in  a  oerteyne  place  deputte  J^^refoi^.  Whenne  this  waa  doon), 
Comeliaa  tbe  kny^t,  tbat  lay  by  the  damiael,  come  witb  the 
adnsraarijs  ayenate  the  Emp^rour,  the  whiche  wolde  play,  be  yede 
to  the  aheldes  wher  )>ei  lay,  and  towchid  on)  of  hem  w»t/t  bis  apers, 
the  whiche  shelde  perteynid  to  a  kny^t  ]7at  the  Emparonre  moche 
lorid ;  mevinge,  as  is  manar  of  playe,  that  he  that  owte  tbe  shalde 

*  leaf  190,  ool.  2. 
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sholde  OrRise,  Ss  noon)  opli;  and  ferloiff  as  coeioni)  was,  a  dene 
viigine  shulde  anne  him.  And  so  he  yede  to  the  felde,  and  plaid 
wtt^  comely,  In  so  mache  that  Cornelius  was  fer  grevoaslye 
woondid ;  but  he  wan)  the  victory,  Ss  toke  ^  Empdrours  dowt^, 
and  ladde  hir  home  a-yene  to  the  palya 

MORAUTSB. 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emp^roure  is  fe  f adir  of  hevene ;  The  dowter 
is  pe  soule,  I-made  to  his  owne  similitude;  Cornelius  is  the 
devil,  that  deseyuid  hir,  &  ^slow  hir  childe,  and  made  al  man- 
kynde  in  subieccion).  Now  god  havi]>e  i\j.  scochens,  scil.  [the]  powere, 
the  whiche  is  the  scochon)  of  the  fadir ;  he  hathe  wisdoms,  ))e  which 
is  fe  scochon  of  the  sone ;  and  he  hathe  goodnesse,  the  wiche  is  the 
Bcochon)  of  the  holy  gost.  ))es  iij.  sheldes  god  hathe  sette  in  a  place 
ordeynid  J^erfoi^,  bciL  mankynde,  whenne  that  he  made  him  to  his 
owne  likenesse.  For  the  firste  man)  Adam)  hadde  lordshipe  ou^r  alio 
the  bestes  of  the  Erthe,  and  ther  is  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  bcU. 
powex' ;  ^e  secotfnde  hadde  connyng  &  knowleche  of  al  things^  vpon) 
er))e,  and  yere  was  the  shelde  of  the  sone,  BciL  wisdoms ;  and  ]» 
firsts  man)  was  formid  in  grace,  and  love  of  gode  &  of  ^  neyboure, 
and  fere  was  the  shelde  of  the  holye  goste,  bcU.  grace.  Now  )» 
wickid  sprite,  J>e  devil,  willynge  in  his  wickid  obstinacye  [to]  fite 
a-yenst  god,  he  come,  and  towchid  not  the  shelde  of  the  fadir,  & 
seide  not.  Si  coinederitisy  eritis  sicut  dii  potcntes,  he  seyde  not,  ye 
shul  be  myjty  as  godis,  yf  ye  ete  of  hit ;  Ne  he  towchid  not  the 
shelde  of  the  holy  gost,  sei3mg,  Eritis  boni  vel  amantes,  yf  ye  Ete, 
ye  shul  be  good  or  lovyng^ ;  but  he  towchid  the  shelde  of  the  sone, 
seiyuge,  Si  comederitiSf  de  frudu  iUo  eritis  aiciit  dii,  scienter  bonum 
et  malum,  ))is  is  to  seye,  yf  ye  ete  of  that  frute,  ye  shalle  be  as  god 
is,  knowings  goods  &  eville.  And  pere  M,  sithe  he  towchid  the 
shelde  of  ^  sone,  ^e  sone,  8^7.  Criste,  was  sent  by  the  Emp^our, 
his  fadir,  to  fite  withe  the  deviL  &  }>e  virgine  )Kit  armid  him  was 
the  virgine  of  virginis,  acil.  owre  lady  seint  Marie,  of  the  whiche  he 
toke  armure,  scU,  man  kynde ;  &  )»mn)  he  faw^t  wtU^  the  devil,  Si 
his  membris,  and  w/t/i  suffring  of  v.  sore  woundes  he  wan)  the 
victorye  of  hem ;  and  browte  the  damyselle,  pe  soule  of  Adam,  vnto 

'  leaf  190,  back,  col.  1. 
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the  paljs  of  hevene.    Ad  quod  palacium  petducai  no$  Bex  Begttm  I 

[LV.  ] 
CUPODIUS  A  WYSE  IMPEROUR 

(how  a  8TBPM0THSB  WHO  WI8HSD  TO  FAVOUB  HER  OWN  SON  WAS  FOILED.) 

Clipodios  was  a  wyse  Emperour  reignynge  in  the  citee  of  Home, 
an<}  his  possessioii)  was  moche ;  the  wiche  weddid  the  dowter 
of  a  kyngo,  collidl  kinge  assireorum,  &  she  was  faire  an<} 
glorious  in  ^sjght,  and  browte  forthe  a  faire  sone ;  but  she  dide  in 
hir  childebed.  And  aftir  hir  dicese,  ^e  Emp^roure  weddid  ano^^ 
woman),  and  gate  on)  hir  a  childe ;  and  bothe  chUderin  he  sent  to 
far  contree,  for  to  be  forsterid,  &  browte  vp.  so  in  a  certeyne  tyme, 
the  wyf  of  the  Emp^rout'  saide  to  him,  "  sir,  my  lorde,  hit  is  x.  yere 
agoon)  sithe  I  bare  a  sone,  &  sawe  him  neu^r  sithe  I  bai'  him ;  and 
^fore  I  be-seche  yow,  ]>at  ye  sende  aftai*  him,  that  I  may  see  him, 
&  have  som  loye  of  my  birthe.**  ))enn6  saide  the  Emperoore, 
^Dame,  ^a  wot  welle,  that  I  gate  a-no]»er  sone  of  my  first  wyf,  and 
lie  is  with  him ;  &  jterfor  yf  we  send  for  the  toid,  the  to^  must 
oome  also."  thenno  saide  she,  **  sir,  I  assente."  ))enne  the  Emperour 
sent  for  hen),  and  thei  come  bothe.  And  whenne  4hei  wei'  I-come, 
ihegr  wei'  to  syght  of  alle  men)  faire  and  welle  I-ehapin),  wel 
I*norsshid,  &  welle  I-norturid ;  and  thei  wei'  so  like,  that  ynne])e 
Ibe  oti^  myght  be  knowen)  from)  the  tofer  with  eny  man),  but  onlye 
oi  the  fadir.  Thenne  saide  the  wyf,  '*  gode  lorde,  telle  me  whiche 
k  my  child,  for  so^ly  I  know  not  yrheper  of  hem  is  myn)  t "  })enne 
he  leyde  his  honde  vpon)  )>e  childe  that  he  hadde  wtt^  the  firsts 
wyf,  and  saide,  **  lo !  this  is  thi  sone.'*  And  whenne  he  hadde  so 
tolde  hir,  she  lovid  and  pikid,  fedde  and  taw^te  this  childe,  trowing 
that  he  had  be  the  same  that  she  bare ;  &  hilie  dispisid  hir  owne 
sone,  trowinge  that  he  was  hir  stepson),  whenne  the  Emperoure 
sawe  her  gret  vnkyndnes,  that  she  wolde  not  love  bothe  j-like,  he 
said  to  hir,  *'  woman,  I  have  deseyvid  the ;  for  that  child  that  thow 
norisshcst  so  moche,  is  not-  thyne,  }>at  opere  ia  thi  childe,  tliat  ^u 
lovist  not"  What  dude  she  but  lefts  that  childe,  and  was  a  boute, 
in  al  that  she  my)t,  to  plese  that  oper.    And  whenne  the  Empe^-ouro 
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9XW  thai,  he  sakLe  to  hir,  ^'danM^  I  have  yit  deseyrid  the,  for  he  is 
not  thi  sone ;  and  yit  thow  shalt  not  knowe  more  sekymesse  of  me, 
but  I  wolle  that  thow  wite,  that  on)  of  thes  Is  thi  sone,  that  thow 
bare."  ))eii)  she  kndici  downe  vpoii^  hir  knees,  and  said,  ''  lord,  for 
his  love  that  hinge  Ypon)  the  crosse,  do  tel  me  in  oerten)  whiche  of 
hem  is  my  sone,  withe  onto  cauillacioh)."  **  For  sothe,"  qnod  the 
Emp^roui^,  **  thou  shalt  not  know,  vnto  the  tyme  that  thei  conie  tQ 
hir  ful  age,  by  cause  that  I  wolle  ])at  pOM  love  hem  bothe  Llyksi 
For  whenne  I  saide  ^is  was  ^i  childe,  yon  lovedest  al  him,  &  nothii^ 
^the  oper ;  and  whenne  I  saide  ^t  o^  was  thi  ohilde,  yon  tendeist  al 
to  him,  and  dispisidist  pai  opere ;  and  ^^refoi^  I  wolle,  that  thow 
love  hem  bo^  i-lyke*  welle."  and  so  she  dude  indede,  til  tyme  that 
thei  come  to  hir  lawful  age,  and  mannya  degree;  &  thenne  the 
Emp^roure  tolde  hir  in  certeyne  whoo  was  hir  childe,  wher  thorow 
ahe  was  gladde,  and  ful  welle  a-payde  in  herte. 

MORAUTJaL 

D£ie  ficendes,  this  Emp«roure  is  oure  lorde  Ihefu  Ciiste.  Thee 
too  ohildierin)  be^  chosen)  creatoree,  &  widdd  creatottrst 
the  moder  is*  holie  Ghirche»  pe  whiche  noiahithe  bo^  the 
goode  &  the  evili;  For  god  wolle  not  that  hit  be  certeyne  to  holya 
ehirohe,  who  is  choson)^  and  who  is  not ;  For  yf  holye  chirche  knew 
it^  she  wolde  love  oo),  &  hate  the  o^,  and  thenne  charite  aholde  be 
dietroyed,  and  men)  shulde  live  in  disooide.  but  in  the  day  of 
dome  hit  shalle  be  declarid,  who  is  chose,  &  who  is  not  chose ;  and 
^arfoi'  late  vs  do  so  in  this  worlde,  that  we  mowe  be  choson)  vnto 
the  fest  that  eu^r  is  newed,  and  neu^r  wezithe  olde.  Ad  quod  twi 
pmLueat  Bex  viueDs  in  $ecula  I    Amen. 

[LVL] 

P0LEMIXJ8  AN  EMPJgr^OURE. 

(how  an  xmpbbob  bequeathbd  his  empirb  to  tbb  most 

bl0thpt7l  of  his  sons.) 

^Olemius  was  an  Emperoure  in  the  cetee  of  Borne,  p^  whiehe 

hadde  i^.  sonnes,  that  he  moche  Ibvid.    So  as  ^is  Emp^rouie 

laye  in  a  certeyne  nyght  in  his  bedde,  he  thowte  to  dispose 

■  leaf  192,  col.  1.     Qeaf  191  is  oat  of  place,  it  should  follow  leaf  192.] 
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hii  En^,  &  ha  titoof t  to  far*  his  kyi^<»u  to  tiu  olownt  of  his 
aoBQi.  ha  nllid  to  him  his  sounas,  A  saide,  "  hs  tbat  is  the  sloweste 
of  yow,  or  most  slewthe  is  in^  shall  have  mjr  kyngdoatf  aftir  1117 
diMese."  "Jwuie  sh^  I  hare  hit,"  quod  the  Eldest  sone;  "for  I 
am)  so  sloTe,  anci  swiche  slewthe  is  in  me,  that  me  hadde  lener  late 
my  fote  biynne  is  the  fjn*,  whenne  I  Sitte  fer  by,  than)  to  vitAdiawe, 
&  save  hit"  '  Kay,"  quod  the  eecoaude,  "yit  am  1  mo^  wortlii 
thanns  ^w ;  for  yf  case  that  my  necke  wet*  in  a  rope  to  he  hongid ; 
and  yf  ^  I  hadde  my  two  hondes  at  ^wille,  and  in  on)  honde  f» 
Xade  of  ^  Bope,  and  in  that  o^  honde  a  sharpe  sweide,  I  hadde 
Inir  dye  ande  be  faongid,  ^an>  I  wolde  styi*  niyiA  anne,  and  kitts  the 
Bope,  wheieby  I  myte  be  sarid."  "  hit  is  I,"  qaod  the  thiide,  "that 
■balle  Begne  aftir  my  syie,  for  I  passe  hem  bothe  in  slewthe.  yf  I 
lygge  in  my  bedde  wyde  opyid,  &  f»  Beyne  Bayne  vppoid  bo])e 
n^  yea),  yee,  me  hadde  lean*  lete  bit  Reyne  hem  oate  of  the  hede, 
flian  I  bcmid  me  o>ere  to  the  Kght  syde,  or  to  the  lyfte  syde." 
jMone  tbe  Empefonre  biqoathe  hii  Empii'  to  the  fldtde  sone,  m  for 
theskivisL 

MOUUmL 

DEre  fteados,  this  Emp^raon  is  the  devil,  tbat  is  fcynge  and 
bdir  a-bove  al  childerin)  of  piyde.  By  the  fiist  sone  is  vndir- 
stonda  the  man,  that  dwellithe  in  a  wickid  aitee  or  place,  by 
lbs  irhiehe  a  flaYme  of  fiie,  »dt.  of  synne,  is  stirte  to  him ;  &  yit 
It  Ja  aocha  I-aenc^  that  he  hadda  lener  brynne  yn)  synne  withe  hem), 
thmM  Bemera  frond  the  companye.  By  tbe  seoounde  sonne  is  he 
HilMliiiiila.  that  koowithe  welle  him  selve  to  be  fastenid  in  tbe 
Hito  A  boodsa  of  synne,  and  wolle  not  emyte  henil  aweye  witA  the 
MfMde  of  hi*  hn^ ;  and  hadde  knur  be  hongid  for  hem  in  helle, 
ttMaiA  to  be  ahiiTen  her*,  bi  the  thirde  sone,  vpoid  whom)  water 
llO^^  bo^*  of  &e  rijt  ye  &  of  the  lyfte,  is  Tndirstonde  he  that* 
iNBiths  the  doctrine  of  the  ioyea  of  paradys,  and  of  the  paynis  & 
tonaentfl«*  of  heUe,  and  wolle  not  for  eluwnesse  of  wytte  tome  him 
to  the  Bight  syde,  leO.  to  leve  synne,  for  love  of  the  loyes,  ne  to 
■fca  left,*  seiU  to  leere  synno,  for  drede  of  peynis,  but  lithe  stille  in 
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sj-nnys  vnmeyabely ;  and  swiche  woUe  have  the  kyngdoni)  of  heUe, 
&  not  of  bevene.  A  quo  turn  liberet^  €st  ad  quad  no8  petducat  impetta- 
tor  semper  iure  Begnatu  /    amen). 

[LVIL  ] 

ALEXANDIR  AN  'EMFEROJJKK 

(how  alexakdeb  killed  a  basilisk  that  had  destuotsd 

a  great  part  of  his  armt.) 

Alexandlr  was  a  mj^ii  Emp^rom'  in  the  citee  of  Borne,  ^ 
whiche  bisegici  a  citee  of  fe  kynge«  of  Egipte ;  in  tyme  of 
whiche  besegeing*  he  loste  many  knyghtes,  and  men)  of  his 
hoste;  anci  that  withe  owtLn  wounde,  he  knew  not  howe;  but 
sodenly  euery  day  the[y]  fille  downe  dede.  Alexandir  hadde  her  of 
grete  wonder,  &  grete  hevinesse  ^erwithe ;  and  ]>erefoi'  he  lete  be 
browte  to  him  wyse  philesophris,  that  wei^  wyse  &  experte  in  diaerse 
siens,  &  he  saide  to  hem,  "  goode  maistdres,  I  pray  yow  shewithe  me 
yovi'  witte,  &  tellithe  me  how  it  is,  that  my  men)  ^us  deyithe 
sodenlye,  wttAoute  eny  stroke  or  hurtyng*."  "  sir,"  qnod  on),  "  hit 
is  no  mervayle,  for  thei'  is  a  cocautrice  withe  in  the  walle ;  and  as 
ofie  tyme  as  she  bathe  enye  syght  of  youre  men),  ]>ei  bethe  dede, 
thorowe  the  venyme  that  passithe  from)  hir  syght."  ))enne  saide 
Alexandir,  "  Is  fcr  no  Remedy  a-yenste  that  sorye  beate  1 "  **  yis," 
qnod  they,  "a  goode  Eemedye.  kte  sette  a  bright  myrrotir  wel 
l-polyshid  betwene  your  host  and  the  cockatrice;  and  thenne, 
whenne  she  wolle  loke  forthe,  she  shalle  loke  in  the  glas,  &  hir  owns 
beholdyng  shalle  bowe  &  passe  to  hir  ayene ;  &  she  shalle  be  deseynid, 
and  dye,  &  oure  men  shul  be  savid  fro  dethe."  J)e  Empcrour  didde 
in  dede  as  the  philesophir  conseilid  him  ;  and  so  anoon)  whenne  ))e 
myrrour  was  I-sette  vp,  ^e  cockautrice  was  slayne,  &  yej  entrid  into 
]>e  citee,  &  whonne  hit. 

MORALITEB. 

DEre  Frendes,  this  Emperoure  may  welle  be  callid  Eche  Cristin 
man),  that  hath  an  host  to-geder  of  vertuys*;  for  with  cute 
the  host  of  ve;*tuy8  may  no  man)  fy^te  gostly.     The  sitee,  that 

*  leaf  192,  back,  col.  1.  '  rertaoiu,  MS. 
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wt  owe  to  be-8ege  abowte,  ia  ^e  worlde,  in  the  whlche  is  an)  bie 
cattelle,  bcU.  Vaniiaa  vanitatumj  ^is  is  to  seje,  Yanite  of  yanytes ; 
&  in  the  walle,  Beil.  vanite,  is  a  cokantrice,  aeU,  pryde  of  lyfe ;  wronge 
eoretifle  of  yen),  and  wronge  oovetise  of  fleshe ;  anci  thoiow  this  pryde 
bethe  vnnmnberable  peple  in-fecte  and  dede,  in  en^lastinge  dethe. 
And  yere  M  ther  is  a  goode  Bemedye,  scil,  to  considre  thin  owne 
fbnbiesse,  howe  that^  yon  nakid  entredist  into  the  worlde,  &  vriih 
what  kynne  do))  ^n  ert  I-cladde  in)  fia.  endyng.  Yf  enye  man) 
asldthe  wherfore  &  whie  a  pronde  man)  deyethe  ^tfrefox'  eo^last- 
ingely  t  sothely  hit  is  for  the  host  of  vertues  failithe ;  and  ferioi^  I 
nje,  sete  'vp  a  clei'  myrrour^  Bcil,  an  holy  consciefis,  &  by  that 
eofisdena  considre  thi  foulenesse,  febilnesse,  &  fragilitee,  and  so 
thow  shalt  see  thin  owne  &ate.  Ss  J^enne,  yf  the  cocantrice  be 
destroyed,  Bcil.  pryde  of  lyfe,  wronge  covetiBe  of  yen),  and  wronge 
eoYetise  of  fleshe,  certenlye  ])oa  shalt  entre,  &  wynne  the  citee  off 
herene,  &c 

[  LVIIL  ] 
ERACLIUS  A  WISE  EMFEBOXTRK 

(how  THB  8EMTBN0ES  OF  A  CERTAIN  EMPEBOB  WHEN   ONCE  GITEN 

WERE   UNALTEEUBLE.)  , 

EEaclios  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Eeignynge  in  the  citee  of  Home; 
and  ho  ordeynid  for  a  lawe,  that  yf  enye  dome  wex'  yeve  to 
enye  trespassoure,  hit  shulde  stonde,  with  owte  mercy,  hit 
happid  in  a  certoyne  tyme,  as  he  satte  at  his  mete,  ther  come  a 
ttraunger  from  fer  contree ;  and  he  acciisid  a  kny^t  of  tresouno,  and 
aaide  that  he  had  slayne  a-no}>ere  knyght  of  the  Emperours.  whenne 
the  Emperoure  hod  harde  this  accosynge,  he  was  hili  heyi,  &  saide, 
"how  knowist  thow  that  he  slowhe  himl"  "yiu,"  quod  he,  "I 
know  wello  I-nowe ;  For  they  too  yede  to-geder  in  pilg?i'mage,  &  he 
come  a-yene,  and  not  that  of  ere ;  and  whenne  I  spend  of  him  whei* 
was  his  felowe,  he  saide,  he  vrini  not ;  &  I  sawe  his  clothis  with  this 
man)  that  come  home ;  and  this  is  an  opyn  Eyidense,  that  he  hadde 
dayne  him."  ))eune  the  Emperoure  in  his  wreihe  seide  to  his 
eentorio,  fat  he  shulde  feche  that  kny^t,  to  torment*  to  be  demid 
tnd  dampnid.  and  so  he  was.  And  as  ceuturio  ladde  the  kny3t  to 
*  hit»  MS.  '  leaf  192,  back,  col  2. 
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ihe  Inbet)  as  lie  slmlde  be  hongid,  lie  sawe  the  kn73t  in  the  we  je^ 
in  goode  poynie  &  belthe,  that  was  saide  to  be  slajne.  And  ihenne 
senturio  browte  hem  bothe  to  the  Emperoure;  and  whenne  y^ 
Emperonre  sawe  hesn),  he  was  hiliche  y-greiiici,  and  in  his  hihe 
Wiethe  he  saide  to  the  fyrste  kny^t^  **1  deme  the  to  be  dede^  for 
thowe  were  dampnid."  And  thenne  he  saide  to  the  seconnde,  ^  I 
deme  also  to  the  the  same  de^e.'*  And  ^nne  saide  to  the  thiide 
kny^ty  centaiio,  '^  I  deme  fe  also  to  be  dede,  f (»r  I  sent  the  to  sle  the 
man,  &  with  thi  tumjng  a-jene  thow  brekist  my  comaTrndemeni** 

MORALITEE. 

*%  "XOw,  siris,  this  Emperonre  is  ooi'  lorde  Jhegn  crist,  that  ozdeynid 
|\^  for  a  lawe,  that  aftir  a  dome  yevin  shnlde  be  no  m^rcye  or 
^  1  grace.  But,  siris,  ye  shnlle  vndirstonde,  ^at  doom  of  holyo 
ehirche  is  in  twoo  manures,  bcU.  TriwnphanHB,  of  on^roomynge,  ^the 
whiche  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome,  and  also  of  Milxtantiay  of 
deservinge,  ^e  whiche  is  enerye  daye.  Of  the  furste  doome  spekithe 
the  lawe  of  god,  bnt  not  of  the  secounde.  The  first  kny^t,  that  was 
y-dampnid,  is  a  man  that  was  accusid  that  he  dnde  ayenste  the 
comanndemente  of  god,  whenne  that  he  yete  of  ihe  appille ;  for  yf 
he  had  not  tastid  the  applH,  he  shnlde  neu^  have  tastid  dethe. 
The  secot/nde  knyjt,  that  was  cause  of  his  dethe,  is  the  devil,  that 
temptid  man ;  and  for  that  he  was  dampnid  ensrlastynglye.  And 
the  thirde  kny^t,  that  wolde  not  obeye  to  the  law,  bethe  thes  luges 
of  holy  ehirche,  &  also  temp(>raH  luges,  that  for  favoure  and  averioe 
leeyitli  that  ^t  is  iuste  and  Eyghtf ulle  for  worldlye  goodee ;  and 
JMrfox'  thei  goo  to  euerlastyng*  peyne.  And  ]Mrefore  late  vs  obeye  in 
alle  things^  to  god,  that  we  be  not  dampnid  for  owi*  inobediance,  &C 

[UX,  ] 
niLGENCIUS  A  WISE  EMPJ^iK)URE. 

(how  a  BIBPBNT  punished  THB  INORATITUnS  OP  A  KKIOHT.) 

FVlgencius  was  a  wise  Emp^roure  Reignyng  in  the  citee  of 
Rome ;  in  the  Empii'  of  whome  ^ert  was  a  knyght  namii) 
sedechias;   and  this  knyght  weddid  a  fair  woman),  of^  ^ 
kynrede  of  levi,  but  she  was  fon,  &  bit^rr ;  and  in  hir  house  dwelie 
'  leaf  191,  €0l«  1  (lee  DO«f  1,  p.  23&).  *  wbAe,  MS. 
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#  Mipente  of  longe  tyme,  in  his  catb.  {his  knyjt  IoyU  Welle 
toniemeiitei  &  lustingMi  and  he  haontid  heni)  so  mnehei  ihni  he  triM 
I-eome  to  grete  nede  &  pouerte  by  hem);  and!  ^erfoi*  he  wepte,  A 
Biade  moohe  lamentacio]!).  so  in  a  certen  daye,  as  the  knyji  in  his 
hetines  iraUdcl  by  the  cave  of  the  seirpente,  he  hafde  a  voyse  seing 
to  hici»  **  Whi  erte  thowe  so  hevy  t  do  af tit  my  coiulaiH,  and  thow 
Shalt  have  consolaoion)."  **  jib,  sir,"  quod  the  Iciiy^t,  **  that  I  wolle 
do  Bedelye^  withe  oondoeiofi)  that  thow  deliner  me  ttotiD  this  anger 
}at  I  dwells  in."  thenne  saide  the  safpent,  ''  I  am  a  beste»  and  I 
have  hei'  in  myn  hole  kytlingis,  that  I  hate  browt  f orthe ;  &  they 
bekhe  Ryght  feble,  for  farte  off  noreshynge,  and  )k>u  haste  mylke 
I-nowhs  in  thi  honse;  and  yf  thow  wolte  echo  day  serve  my 
ehylderiid  of  suffloeant  milke^  wherby  we  inowe  be  snsteynid,  I  shalle 
make  the  to  be  avanncid  ^erfoi^  vnto  f nl  grete  avannoement"  whei# 
the  knyjt  haide  thes  woides,  he  grauntid  to  do  as  ^  serpente  seidei 
w»t^  onte  fiedle.  Anooid  he  oideynid  a  vessel  afoi^  hir  hole,  and  put 
ferin  ensri  daye  milkoy  that  the  serpent  withe  his  briddis  myght 
lioke  hit  onte)  and  thus  he  nonsshid  hem  be  mony  dayea.  And! 
WJtA  In  shorte  tyme  the  kny^t  ^was  avatinsid  to  his  Richesses,  and 
grete  dignite  he  hadde ;  and  his  wyf  haddo  a  fairs  sonne,  &  peM 
faylid  no  thinge  that  he  desiiid  to  have,  hit  happid  afterward,  in 
a  certeyne  nyght  ]>e  wyf  saide  to  hir  hasbonde,  as  thei  laye  on)  bed, 
**  My  lorde,  we  be  now  Kiche  peple,  8s  we  han)  yonge  childerin),  [the 
whiche  lackyn]  ])e  litle  porcion)  of  milke  that  we  vsyn  to  yeve  to  the 
serpente ;  for  oure  childerin)  haue  none,  and  we  hauo  longe  tyme 
fedde  ]>6re  with  fe  serpente  &  hir  whelpes."  ))enne  saide  he,  ''  what 
yf  she  go  thenne  fro  owre  howse  awey ) "  })enne  saide  she,  **  I 
Bede  theone,  that  she  and  alle  hir  whelpis  be  slayne ;  and  thenne 
we  shall  be  deliuerid  fro  a  grete  servitute."  And  the  knyjt  ordeynid 
a  grete  hamoure,  anl  yede  to  the  hole,  and  waytid  f&re,  whenne  ^t 
the  serpent*  wolde  putte  oute  hir  hede,  to  licke  milke  of  the  vessel ', 
&  whenne  he  saw  hir  hede  onte,  he  smote  in  al  the  myght  of  his 
body  to  the  serpent;  but  the  serpente  drow  hir  hede  a-yene  so 
appelye,  and  so  sodenlye,  tliat  the  strook  hitte  al  vpon)  the  vesselle. 
and  soone  aftir  this  fals  tmytorie,  that  the  knyght  dude  to  the 

*  leaf  191|  sol.  S. 
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serpent^  be  losie  his  childe,  his  goodos,  and  al  his  dignites ;  and!  that 
he  was  in  as  grete  nede  and  myschef  as  euere  he  was  afoie.  And 
whenne  he  sawe  that^  he  seyde  to  his  wyf,  **  Alias  and  woo  may  be 
to  vs  bothe,  that  euare  I  dude  af bir  thi  counsaille ;  for  as  longe  as 
we  norisshed  the  serpente,  we  hadde  alle  goodes  1 "  ))enne  spake 
she,  &  saide,  "  I  yafe  the  eville  consaiH ;  but  goo  ayene  to  the  hole, 
and  meke  the  to  hir,  &  loke  yf  she  w<^e  be  graciouse  to  sende  vs 
oure  goodes  a-yene."  pQ  kny^t  went  a-yene  to  the  denne,  &  wepte 
bitlerly,  and  prayde  the  serpente  of  grace  and  foryevenes ;  and  he 
behite  hir  fro  that  day  forthowardes,  that  he  wolde  serve  hir  as  welle 
as  he  dude  before,  and  muohe  better,  thenne  seide  the  serpent, 
''  ^Towe  I  see  thow  erte  a  foole,  for  wherto  prayst  fon  by  movthe  and 
not  withe  ))yne  herte  t  For  thow  may  not  saye  bute  that  the  stroke 
of  ^e  hamoui^,  that  felle  vpoD)  the  vesselle,  sholde  have  smetin)  me ; 
^  Jierefoi'  I  smothe  ])e  a-yene  withe  oute  faylinge,  what  tyme  that  I 
smote  thi  childe  to  dethe  for  the,  &  took  al  thi  goodes  fro  the  ;  and 
80  be  cause  of  thin  evil  wille  that  thow  mentist  to  me,  and  also  of 
the  greviB  that  I  dude  to  the  ayene,  pere  may  noo  pes  Kegne  betwene 
Ts  twa"  whenne  the  kny^t  herde  }e&  wordes,  he  yede  aweye,  and 
endid  a  f eble  lyf& 

HORALITEB 

DEre  frendes,  this  Emperoure  is  ]>e  fadir  of  hevene.  the  knyght 
is  eche  Crystin)  man),  in  the  house  of  whom,  scU.  in  his  herte 
dwellithe^  a  serpent,  bcU,  Crist,  aftir  ])e  baptim)  dwellithe  in 
him.  Of  that  serpent  spekithe  moyses  thus,  Fac  aerpentem  eneum 
&c.  this  is  to  seye,  make  a  serpent  of  bras,  and  that  crist  may 
congruli  be  callid  a  serpent,  is  a  goode  Resom).  The  serpent  berithe 
medecyne  &  venym),  sc/Z  medecyne  in  his  tonge,  &  venym)  in  his 
tayle ;  so  doth*  oure  lorde  Ihcsu  Crist ;  he  berithe  medecyne  of  eu£r- 
lastinge  lyf,  and  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne,  6clL  he  shall  yeve  to 
his  chosyn)  childerin)*  medecyne  of  euerlastynge  lyfe,  and  to  the 
wickid  venym)  of  euerlastynge  peyne.  pis  serpent,  scilicet'  Ihc^us, 
dwcllid  af t^  tyme  off  baptyme  in  the  cave  of  thine  herte ;  and  he 
WoUe  that  thow  fede  him  eche  day  withe  fe  milke  of  goode  devocion), 

>  leaf  191,  back,  ool.  1.  '  dwellyng,  MS.  '  do,  MS. 
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for  that  he  shulde  dwelle  withe  his  whelpis,  seil.  his  vertues,  in  the 
howte  of  thin  herto ;  anri  yf  we  do  so,  certenly  we  shulle  mow  have 
a  ehylde,  seU,  pe  werkes  of  mercy,  &  of  the  grace  of  godf,  &  ]>e 
Biches  of  the  kyngdoni)  of  hevene,  }>at  neuere^  shalle  Ende.  But 
alias !  for  while  ^t  a  man  dwellithe  &  stondithe  in  swiche  goode 
state,  the  wyf,  BciL  the  wrecchid  fleshe,  stiritH  a  man)  to  kylle  the 
serpente,  8cil.  ciiste,  hy  dedlye  synne ;  and  so  at  the  stiringe  of  the 
fleshe,  the  wrecchid  mao)  havinge  no  thou^t  of  parilis  to  come,  takithe 
the  homouTd  of  synne,  &  purposithe  to  sle  Criste.  hut  ^e  serpent 
takithe  in  hir  hede ;  so  do}>e  Criste  w/tA  vs ;  he  with  drawithe  his 
powei^  fro  vs,  and  latithe  the  strooke  falle  vpon)  the  vesselle,  6cH» 
onre  sonle;  for  the  soole  shaH  be  ynsmyten  of  the  synnef  of  the 
body.  Bat  whenne  a  mau)  aeefe  the  venieaimce  of  god  come  to  Yarn 
]ierfoi^,  by  woye  of  sekenes,  lost  of  godis,  de)>,  pouerte,  angre,  or  any 
o^ere  tribulacion),  ))enne  ho  begyimythe  to  aske  his  grace,  &  his 
mercye.  For  swiche  men)  sorowithe  mooi'  for  the  wrecchidenosse 
that  thai  han  her^,  J^enne  thei  do  for  ]>e  wrethe  of  god ;  and  ^erefoi^ 
seithe  the  wyse  mau  of  swicho  offeucion),  and  lowli  askynge  of  grace, 
Eit  qui  nequiier  se  humiliat,  cuius  intexiora  dolo  mint  plena,  He 
lowi^  him  wickidlye,  fat  is  with  ynne  fiil  of  falshode.  As  po  thef 
whenne  he  goj^e  to  the  lebctte,  ho  sorowj^e  moi'  for  the  wrecchidnesse 
that  he  is  bouudoii)  ynne,  thcnne  he  dothe  for  the  wrethe  of  god; 
and  ^re  bu^e  many  swiche  men  no  we  ^a  dayis,  that  sorowithe  not 
symplely  for  that  that  they  offende  god,  but  for  thei  wante  hir  wille. 
and  perioi^  late  vs  be  eu^  beeye  to  plese  god,  that  we  mowe  have 
the  kyngdome  of  hevene.     Ad  qiu)d  nos  &c. 

[LX.  ] 
ARCHILAUS  AN  EMP^iWUEE. 

(how  ▲  FALSE  WIFE,  WHO   COMPASSED   THE   DEATH  OF  HER  HUSBAEt), 

WAS  PUNISHED  BT   A  LION.) 

ARchilaus  Eegnid  Emp^oure  in  the  citee  of  Home,  the  whiche 
in  his  age  wedde(d)  a  yonge  gcntil  damiselle  to  wyfe ;  and  he 
lovid  hir  moche,  and  she  hatid  him  ayene,  and  lovid  ano^^ 
vriih  alle  hir  herte,  by  wey  of  luste  (fe  of  fleshelye  lykynge ;  and  ofte 

*  encre,  MS.  *  leaf  101,  back,  col.  3. 
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tymes  this  kny^t  synnyd  witA  Lir.  so  ibis  lLm]^enmr,  as  be  ky  onjs 
in  bis  bedde,  be  poiposiJ  to  visite  tbe  boly  londe ;  &  ]>ere  foi'  wiibe 
owten)  leoger  delay  be  inade  alibioge  Kedy  iur  to  wexide.  And 
when)  sUe  was  Bedy,  be  toke  bis  leve  at  the  Emperesse,  and  at  tbe 
loides,  ami  yede  his  woy  withe  }e  name  of  god.  but  what  dude  tbe 
Emp^resse  but  yede  pr^velie,  find  spake  to  tbe  msstre  of  ^  abippe^ 
and  aaide  to  bi^y  "  yt  fon  wolt  do  for  me  a  tbinge,  wbiobe  I  sballe 
aAe  of  the,  X  woUe  yeve  the  what  so  euar  that  thow  wolt  aske  of 
me,"  Jtis  man  was  eoveitous,  and  saide  to  bir  i^yene,  *'  My  ladye, 
sey  to  me  what  ye  wplle,  and  I  shaH  fulfills  bit,  so  that  ye  yeve  me 
a  gode  mede."  **  yis,"  quod  she,  "  I  sballe  paye  the  arfoxe  or  ^w  do 
bit,  ss  muche  as  }o^  wolte  aske  or  have,  so  that  thow  swei^  to  me 
ypon)  an  boly  boke,  fa%  ym  sbalte  do  indede  my  purpose,  that  I 
ebaUe  seye  to  the."  thenne  at  bir  owne  wille  be  made  an  othe,  to 
f  u)fiUe  bir  wille  in  that  cas  she  wolde  sey  to  him.  ])enne  spake  she, 
''  My  lonlo,''  quod  she,  ^  sballe  nowe  passe  tbe  see  in  yoKr  sbippe; 
AyereMf  sithin  it  is  in  youre  powei^,  castithe  him  ouer  the  border 
whenne  ye  bethe  in  the  mydes  of  the  water,  and  thow  sbalte  have 
thi  mede,  withe  muche  thanke."  **  this  shatt  be  doon)^"  quod  be ; 
''so  that  be  onys  be  enterid  tbe  shipe,  ^w  sbalt  neusr  ae him  after." 
Anoon)  she  paide  to  him  as  muohe  as  euer  he  wolde  aske,  &  be  yede 
bis  weye.  whenne  the  shippe  was  Eedy  in  al  poyntes,  the  Emperoure 
enterid  in  to  the  shippe ;  and  whenne  be  was  in  pe  myddis  of  tbe 
seSi  the  mastrs  of  the  shippe  caste  oute  the  Emperoure  in  to  tbe  aee ; 
and  ibenne  he  tumid  a-yene  to  the  Emperesse,  and  ^  tolde  to  bir  bow 
that  he  hadde  don),  and  she  was  glad  I-nowe  witbe  aunswei'.  Tbe 
Emperour,  as  the  grace  of  god  wolde,  lernid  to  swymme  in  his 
yowthe ;  and  that  was  happelye  lernid,  for  in  this  cas  it  stode  him 
in  gode  stede ;  and  by  bis  oonnynge,  Si  witbe  grete  laboure  and 
bitter  teris,  be  swam,  &  praid  god,  for  be  we»de  neuer  to  have  paesid 
withe  lyfe.  and  as  be  caste  vp  his  hede,  and  lokid  arbovte  him,  he 
sawe  in  the  medil  of  the  see  a  litle  Uci  fuUe  of  lioune*,  leberde^, 
berys,  and  o))ere  wylde  bested,  and  thenne  be  drowe  him  strongly 
to  that  Qe,  and  enterid  in  to  hil^  and  yede  in  hit,  and  coude  noon) 
opere  thinge  see  in  bit  but  bestis.    and  whenne  he  hadde  ben)  ther 

■  leaf  IM,  col.  1  Oeaf  193  is  out  of  plaoe^  it  should  follow  194). 
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i^.  dayesy  he  sawe  a  yonge  lione  fight  wifA  an)  olde  libatdf,  and  the 
jronge  lione  was  ny  ou^rcome  by  )>e  libaid.  the  Emperoui'  Being 
tiiia,  hadde  grete  conpaasiouii)  of  the  yonge  lione,  in  bo  mache  \ai  he 
diowe  oute  his  sweide,  and  slow  the  libaid ;  and  whenne  the  lione 
•awe  that  grete  kyndnesse,  he  forsoke  neuer  the  Emperonie,  hut 
folovid  him  eu^re  as  his  lorde,  whei'  so  en^  he  yede.  and  eu^rye 
daye,  whenne  the  lion)  had  take  his  piey,  he  browte  hit  to  the 
Emperooie ;  and  ^  Emperour  smote  oute  fire  of  a  stone,  and  8e)»e 
his  mete,  as  welle  as  he  my^t ;  and  so  withe  swiche  fedinge  he  livid 
many  dayes,  by  the  praye  of  the  lion).  The  Emperonte  vsid  eche 
o^  day  to  walke  to  the  see  syde,  for  to  aspie  yf  he  myght  see  eny 
ahippe  come.  So  in  a  eerteyn)  daye,  as  he  yede  thedir  for  to  wayte 
For  a  shippe,  yf  he  myght  see  euy  shippe  come,^  he  sawe  oon) 
drivinge  withe  a  grete  ympet ;  and  thenne  he  cride  to  hem  that  wei^ 
ther  in);  and  whenne  the  shippemen)  sawe  him  stonde,  ^ei  had  grete 
manrayle,  and  come  to  him.  ))enne  saide  he  to  hem,  '*  takithe  me 
WitA  yow,  &  I  shati  paye  yow  what  that  ye  woUe  hane."  }>ey  toke 
him  ynne,  and  the  lioane  f ulowid  afttr  in  ^  see ;  and  whenne  the 
shipmen)  saw  him  in  poynte  of  perduclon),  they  hadde  pite  of  him, 
and  toke  him  into  the  shipp.  And  whenne  thei  come  to  the  londe, 
the  Emperoure  paide  hem  as  mocli  as  the[i]  wolde  aske  of  him,  and 
toke  the  waye  toward  his  pal  is ;  and  euer  the  lion)  folowid  him.  And 
whenne  fie  was  nye  the  paljsc,  he  hurde  harping,  luting,  pipinge, 
t romping,  &  ^^q  symphonie,  withe  al  man^r  of  musike;  and  as  ho 
stode,  and  harde  this  grete  mclodye,  \erQ  come  oii)  oute  at  the  yate, 
whom  the  Emptf?*ottr  knew  welle,  but  he  knew  not  the  Emptfroure. 
thenne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "  what  menis  al  this,  dei^  frende,  that 
this  melode  is  made  her*  to-dayo  1 "  "  sir,"  quod  the  ofere,  "  for  my 
ladye  the  Empires  is  weddid  this  daye;  and  ^ertloi^  ther  is  a 
passaunt  feste  y-made  of  lordcs  of  the  Empire,  and  of  all  hir  frendis ; 
and  for  that  cause  bethe  curiovs  mynstreH  gaderid  in  the  halle,  to 
make  hir  solace."  penne  saide  the  Emperoure,  "  sir,  I  pray  yowe, 
whei*  is  he  that  was  hir  Emperoure  &  hir  husbonde  afoi*  1 "  ^  sir," 
quod  that  ofere,  "  ho  yede  to  the  holy  londe,  &  he  was  dreynte 

*  Two  lines  are  uefU^emtfy  restated  here  hy  ilie  eeribe, 

'  kof  104,  col.  2. 
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thorow  tempest."    )>ciine  ^  Emperour  praki  hiniy  that  he  wolde 

Touchesafo  to  bex'  his  eionde  to  the  ladye,  or  to  him  that  hadde 

weddide  hir,  sell,  for  to  aske  leve  that  he  myght  come  in  to  the  palyty 

and  pleje  a-fore  hem  Avithe  his  lione.    anci  pe  squiei'  grauntid  hit» 

and  yede  to  the  lorde  &  to  the  ladye,  and  tolde  hem  that  pere  was  a 

fiaire  olde  man)  at  the  yate,  that  wolde  gladlye  come  in,  for  to  pley 

withe  his  lione  arfore  yow  &  your  lordes.     ))enne  saide  he  that  was 

weddid,  **  late  him  come  in  hardclye,  and  we  shulle  see  yf  he  be 

worth!  mede  for  his  pleye ;  for  if  he  do  wol,  he  shalle  have  mode 

I-now."    Now  whenne  the  Emperour  had  this  aanswere,  he  Enterid 

into  the  palays,  tiisting  in  him  selfe  that  the  lion)  wolde  have  Lmade 

a  foule  pleye  withe  ye  lorde  &  withe  pe  lady ;  but  whexi)  he  was 

enterid  in  to  the  halle,  the  lion)  stode  be-syde  him,  as  he  hadde  be  a 

ITonne  shepe,  In  so  muche  that  ^e  the  hallo  marvaylid,  and  the 

Emperoure  in  parti  shamid,  that  he  ne  wiBte  what  chevisaiince  he 

myght  moke.     And  fere  foi'  he  saide,  &  spake  to  the  lioun),  as  he 

wen*  half  e  in  angere,  "  Sey,  sir  1  Jeo  vous  pri,  have  I-do,  sir !    woUe 

ye  not  come  of  1  late  see !  have  Ldo."     And  withe  that  the  lion) 

made  a  brayde  to  the  kny^t,  that  neu^r  noon)  suche  was  I-seen)  afoi' ; 

&  he  worowed  him,  &  slowhe  him ;  and  thanne  he  Ranne  to  the 

false  Empc?*es,  and  Eavid  hir  evin)  to  the  bone ;  but  more  harme  did 

he  not  to  no  man),     whenne  the  lordes  and  the  company  sawe  this, 

fei  dradde  sore.    Thenne  saide  the  Emperoar  to  hem,  "  sirls,  havithe 

no  drede,  for  here  ye  ^  may  see  opinli  the  vcnieaunce  of  god  !    this 

woman),  that  nowe  is  hoi'  dede,  She  was  my  wyf ,  &  I  hir  lorde ;  and 

she  helde  this  kny^t  in  a-vowtrye  vndir  me,  &  falslye  she  caste  my 

dethe,  whenne  I  was  toward  the  holy  londe,  for  she  made  couenaunt 

vriih  pe  maister  of  the  shippe,  that  he  shulde  caste  me  ouer  the  borde 

in  to  the  see,  &  so  he  dude  in  dede,  but  god  savid  me  fro  dej^e.   And 

for  I  in  a  tyme  halpe  this  lione  in  his  nede,  he  wolde  neuer  sithe 

fayle  me ;  &  now,  as  ye  have  y-seen),  he  hathe  slayne  pe  traytoui'^; 

and  pe  traytouresse."   whenne  thei  had  harde  thes  wordes,  thei  lokid 

yp,  &  knew  him  welle  for  hir  Emperoure  and  lorde ;  &  gladde  thei 

wei',  and  withe  grcte  loye  Thonkid  god  ^e  savioure,  that  savid  him 

fro  pG  depe, 

*  leaf  194,  back,  ool.  1. 
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MOBALITEE. 

DEre  Fiendifl^  this  Emperoure  may  be  wel  callid  Eclie  Cristm 
man  )»t  purposithe  to  visite  the  holye  londe,  bcU.  to  wynne 
eu^rlaatynge  lyfe  by  meritory  werkes.  but  bis  wyf,  Bcih  his 
fleshe,  gmcchithe  aryenst  the  sprite,  &  lovithe  a  lemaii),  bcU.  syniie. 
thenne  the  Emperour  gothe  into  a  shippe,  aciL  holy  chiiche,  by  the 
which  is^  the  going  to  hevene ;  but  thenne  the  wyf,  aciL  ^e  fleshely 
men),  go))e,  &  makithe  fals  suggestions  to  the  prekte^  of  holy  chirche, 
and  blendij)  hem  withe  yiiies,  and  makithe  hem  to  put  oute  of  holye 
chiiche  swiche  goode  pilgrimis,  as  bathe  beu)  sene  wtt/i  many  holy 
men,  and  specially  Saint  Thomas  of  Caunterbury.  but  what  Eemedye 
is  hei^foi'  t  Certeyne,  to  swymme,  acil,  to  sette  a  goode  hope  in  god^ 
and  thenne  we  shulle  come  to  a  Heligion),  bcU.  to  the  havinge  of  a 
clene  hert,  kepte  deligentelye  from)  visis  of  ^is  worlde ;  and  ])ere  foi^ 
spekithe  seint  lame  Apostle,  Beligio  munda  et  in-maciUaia  apud 
dcum  ^  pBirem  Jiec  est,  vUiiare  pujnllos  et  viduas  in  Mbulacwne 
Eorum,  4'  inmaculaium  se  eugtodire  ab  hoc  eeculOf  ]>is  is  to  seyii),  A 
clene  Eeligion)  and  vnfilid  as  to  god  &  to  the  fadir,  ]>is  is  to  visite 
the  fadirles  childerin  and  widowes  in  hir  tribulacion),  &  to  kepe  'him 
selfs  vnfilid  fro  this  worlds,  and  swiche  a  man  shalle  mete  with  a 
lioune,  to  whome  he  muste  yeve  helpe.  this  Hone  is  the  Hone  of  the 
kynrede  of  lade,  bcU.  owje*  lorde  Jhesu  crist,  )>e  whiche  fi3te  a-yenst 
a  Hbarde,  bcU.  )>e  deviL  And  yf  thow  wolt  helpe  him  a-yenst  ]>e 
devil,  dowtles  he  woUe  be  withe  the,  &  nener  far-sake  ^e  in  al  ^i 
nodes ;  as  the  pfophet  seithe,  Cum  ipso  sum  in  tribidaci<me,  y  am 
withe  him  in  tribulacion) ;  Langitiidine  dierum  Replcbo  euro,  Withe 
lenght  of  days  I  shaUe  folfiUe  him,  zcit  by  lenght  of  lyfe.  and 
thenne  this  Hon)  woHe  sette  his  clawis  vpon)  the  kny3t  and  the  wy^ 
wcU.  owre  blessid  lorde  woUe  sette  in  thi  mynde  pnrpos  of  penaunoe 
to  be  don)^  and  the  whiche  shall  destroys  bo^  the  fleshe  &  ]7e  synne, 
&  brynge  the  to  blysse,  &g. 

■  it  ii,  Ma  *  leaf  194,  back,  ooL  2. 
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[  LXI.  ] 
EUFEMITJS  A  RICHE  EMFEROUE. 

(THB  LBOKND  of  THB  life  of  pops  6BB0OBT.) 

EUfemioB  was  a  Riche  "Emperour  in  the  citee  of  Rome ;  aB<i  he 
had  a  sone,  &  a  dowter.  And  as  the  Emperoare  Rode  in  a 
certeyne  day  hj  the  foieste,  he  haide  melodye  of  the  haupe, 
&  he  leyde  goode  ei*  ther  to.  And  at  the  last  he  callid  to  him  a 
philesophir,  &  saide  to  him,  **  sey,  ^u  goode  masti'a,  irhat  hymeeny^ 
this  melodiet"  ))enne  the  clerke  annswerid,  and  saide,  ''this 
menithe  not  ell^j^  hut  that  thow  ahalt  make  the  Redy  at  home,  and 
dispose  thyne  howse,  for  thow  shalt  dye  &  not  liya"  Whenne  the 
Emp^ronre  harde  ^at,  anoii)  ^re  toke  him  an  infinnite ;  &  he  makid 
1^  lordes  to  be  callid,  and  he  saide  to  hem,  ^  Dere  frendes,  I  may 
not  passe  fro  this  infirmite,  and  J^erefoi'  I  iroUe  make  my  testament 
in  yonre  prdsence ;  and  [God]  wot,  ]Mit  I  feele  fere  is  no  pmle  to 
me,  but  that  I  haye  not  marrijd  my  dowter."  and  fere  M  he 
chargide^  his  sone,  vppoii)  his  blessyng,  afoi*  alle  fe  loides,  fat  he 
shnlde  mary  his  susti', — "and  as  longe  as  fon  liyist,  have  hir 
honorabeli,  for  al  my  mevable  goodes  I  bequethe  to  hir.**  And 
whenne  fia  was  saide,  he  tumid  him  to  the  walle,  &  passid  'to  god. 
And  the  sone  governed  the  Empyre,  and  mnche  he  lovid  &  honorid 
his  Busier,  in  so  much  fat  thai  etyn)  eu^  of  ou)  messe,  and  eche  day 
she  satt  in  a  choii'  a-yenste  him  at  mete,  and  laye  wi't^  him  in  a 
chaumbre,  but  in  diuerse  beddes.  hit  happenid  in  a  certeyne  nyght, 
as  this  Emperoui'  laye  a  bedde,  ^at  fere  come  Tpon)  him  so  gret  a 
temptacioii),  that  him  thou^t  bute  yf  that  he  had  his  desire  withe 
hts  suster,  he  most  dye.  he  Ros  Tppe,  &  yede  to  his  sustms  bedde, 
and  saide  tho  to  hir,  **  Awake,  sister,  for  fer  is  come  vpozi)  me  swiche 
a  temptacion),  fat  but  yf  I  lye  be  yowe,  I  am  but  dede."  whenne 
the  suster  hard  this,  she  saide,  ''  A !  dei'  hrofer,  takithe  to  mynde 
that  wordts  fat  my  fadir  seyde  to  yow,  how  he  e[h]argid  yowe  for 
my  matrimony  to  be  hadde ;  and  yf  thow  do  swiche  a  vilany  to  me, 
I  am)  confusid  for  eQermoi'."  "  Speke  no  swiche  wordes,**  quod  he, 
**  but  yif  to  me  thin  assent"  And  so  of  hir  bo^e  assent  he  laye,  & 
trespassid  withe  hir.     And  they  continuid  in  this  synne  so  longe, 

'  chargithe,  MS.  •  leaf  19S,  ool  1. 
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til  tpoi^  Hhtti  tlkft  siistdr  tatt  a-yena  hioi)  in  a  oert«)  day«  «t  mete^  in 
•widie  a  eoloin^,  tliat  tha  faro^arB  nuurvaylul  ^are  of,  &  aaida, '' A ! 
•wtor,  ivhcl  nuj  hit  by^ieene,  that  thi  mage  is  ao  diioolowriilt'' 
tbtnne  aha  amawaricl^  an  J  saide,  that  hit  was  no  merrAjU,  aUha 
aha  waa  with  ehilde  by  him.  irhenne  he  hard  that,  he  was  hiUoba 
merid  in  horte,  and  saide  with  a  grete  Toyse,  **  Alias !  ^at  euar  I 
was  borne  of  my  modir !"  ))enne  whenne  she  harde  that  he  sihed 
sOy  wttA  a  grete  sorowe  she  saide  to  him,  **  A 1  htofer,  be  not  heyy, 
for  wa  bathe  not  the  fdrst  that  ha^  oflfendid  god ;  bute  lete  r%  ba 
abowta  to  basya  vs  now  to  make  amendis,  &  to  plese  god  a-yena.*' 
pei^  saide  he,  '^  I  know  welle,  that  god  is  of  Endles  m^rcy ;  but  how 
sholle  we  scape  }e  shame  of  fe  worlde  t "  Thenne  saide  she,  **  haP 
two  myle  hens  ther  dwelli^  a  kny^t,  callid  Polemns,  an  olde  man)  Ss 
a  Riche,  and  is  I-holde  a  wise  man),  late  ts  teUe  onre  connsaitt  to 
him ;  &  I  truste  that  he  woUe  yeve  vs  goods  eoonsaiH,  that  we  shnlle 
Escape  worldly  shame."  Thenne  the  Emperonre  sent  for  the  kny^i 
Whenne  he  was  come,  he  toke  him  to  a  prsrye  plaoey  and  saide  to 
him,  *'  A !  sir,  alias !  may  I  saye,  that  eoer  I  was  borne,  for  I  have 
I-done  swiche  a  eryme  withe  my  sust^.  telle  me  fere  of,  for  ^ 
pitee  of  god,  how  that  I  may  ascape  wordlye  shame,  for  she  is  greta 
withe  ehilde.**  Thenne  the  knyjt  auuswerid,  &  saide,  "god  ii  of 
andlea  mercye;  &  do  afbir  my  counsaiH,  and  dowteles  thow  shalt 
ascape  the  shame  of  the  worlda  pon  shalt  goo  to  the  holy  londe ; 
&  or  thow  goo,  ^w  shalt  make  be  callid  to  ^e  al  the  lordes  and 
aheveteynis  of  the  Empire,  &  a-foi'  hem  alle  thow  shalt  bid  me,  yp 
payne  of  lyfe,  to  kepe  welle  thi  snst^r,  by  cause  thow  hast  noon) 
o^^ra  eyi'.  And  I  shalle  thenne  vndir-take  hir,  &  so  hit  shali  ^not 
be  knowei])  to  no  man)  that  she  is  wtt^  ehilde.'*  "pis  is  a  goods 
eonnsaitt,"  quod  the  Emperoure.  and  fere  foi^  ha  made  to  be  sente 
aftir,  bi  letteris,  alle  his  lordes ;  and  alle  thai  come  at  his  day  I-sotte. 
And  thenne  the  Emperoure  saide  to  hem,'  "  dei^  frendes,  I  do  yow 
to  wete,  that  I  wolle  risite  the  holye  londe ;  &  ^erefoi^  I  comaunde 
yow,  ^t  ye  be  obedient  to  my  suster  in  my  absense ;  for  ye  witto^ 
walla,  that  I  haye  noon)  heii'  bat  hir.  And  favL,  olde  kny^t  polemns 
by  thi  name,  I  ehaige  the,  in  peyne  of  lyf,  fat  foix  have  the  cm*  of 
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hir."  when)  ibis  was  seide,  he  toke  bU  leTe,  &  yede  bis  weje ;  anJ 
the  kny^t  brovte  tbe  eister  of  tbe  £mperoi/r  home  to  bia  caatUL 
And  wbenne  bia  wyf  badde  pdrceyvid  bim  at  a  wyndowe,  comyng 
vitbe  80  faire  a  ladye,  she  manraylidly  &  aaide  to  bir  aelfe,  *'  Whit 
eaer  may  this  bet  I  baye  ofbe  tymo  aene  my  loide  come  borne, 
[but]  neuer  erate  witbe  awicbe  a  ladya"  Sbe  deaeendid,  &  yede  to 
him,  &  woiahipfullye  aalade  him,  and  saide,  ''  my  worshipful  sur, 
what  ladye  is  this  that  comitbe  bei'  in  youre  fekabipet"  ''be 
etilley"  qaod  the  kny^t,  '*  for  this  is  the  suster  of  tbe  Emperoore^ 
and  she  is  yevin)  to  me  in  kepyng*,  and  pere-M  a-nooo)  ley  doun)  thin 
honde  ypon)  a  booke,  that  thow  sbalt  kepe  prive  alle  that  I  sballe 
now  seye  vnto  ^."  Auoon)  she  obeyde  to  bir  lorde,  and  made  a 
othe  at  his  owne  willa  And  wbenne  this  was  done,  tbe  kny^t  tolde 
hir  how  the  lady  was  withe  cbilde  by  tbe  Emperoure,  bir  bro^, — 
*'j>ereM  I  charge  [tbe],  that  tliowe  serve  bir  eoere,  in  j^in)  owne 
propre  persone,  and  nooii)  but  thow."  &  wbenne  hir  tyme  was 
comen)  oate,  she  browto  forthe  a  faire  sons.  And  thenne  the  kny^t 
was  gladde  and  loyfuH ;  he  come  in  to  tbe  chaumbre,  &  comfortid 
hir,  &  saide,  "  A I  ladye,  blessid  be  god  I  ^w  bast  broute  forthe  a 
faire  sone.  I  Kede  now  that  we  gete  a  preste  to  baptise  hLm." 
**  Nay,"  quod  she,  **  I  make  awoue  to  god,  that  be  that  was  bigete 
betwene^  bro]>er  &  sust^r,  sballe  neu^  be  baptisid  for  me,  ne  with 
ma"  )?enne  saide  the  kny^t,  ''  Dameselle,  tbe  grete  synne  that  ye 
dude  is  I-now,  ])owlio  tlie  soule  bo  not  I-lost  also."  Tbenne  saide 
sbe,  ''  Do  as  I  shnllo  sey  to  the,  or  ellis  I  sballe  neuer  more  dwello 
withe  the,  and  eke  I  shalle  euere  be  thin  Enmye."  ]>enne  saide  the 
kny;t,  "  damiseH,  what  so  eu^*  ye  slu^  seye,  I  sliolle  submitte  me 
to  youre  wiUe."  "  Do  geto  me',"  quo(¥  sbe,  "  a  Icr  tonne,  withe  oute 
onye  delaye."  And  he  dude  so ;  and  he  browto  to  hir  swiche  a 
tonne,  in  tbe  mene  t3rme  )?e  lady  put  to  the  cbilde  in  ^e  cradille, 
and  sette  at  his  bede  a  summe  of  golde,  and  a  sum  of  siluer  'at  his 
feet ;  and  thenne  she  toke  tables,  and  wrote  ypon)  hem  thes  wordes, 
**  Al  maner  of  goode  men  in  god,  be  hit  to  yow  kuowen,  that  the 
child  that  lithe  in  his  cradille  was  getyn)  by-twene  bro))ere  &  sust^, 
comyng  of  kynge^  blodc,  and  he  is  not  yitte  baptisid,  and  ]7ere  fore, 

'  betwne,  MS.  '  men,  MS.  '  leaf  193,  back,  ool.  I. 
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I  pray  yowe,  Jow  I  Expresse  not  to  yow  my  name,  that  ye  wolle 
wouchesa^  for  the  loTe  of  g(y&,  that  he  wei'  baptisid,  &  Eenokid  fro 
infidelite  and  mysbileve."  And  whenne  this  [was]  writeii),  she  ledde 
the  tables  yndir  his^  bosom),  in  the  cradiH,  and  she  kenerde  alle  the 
eiadill  with  puTpnr  and  bisse.'  And  whenne  tliis  was  don),  the 
knyjt  come  in  to  hir,  Bynnynge  wtt/i  the  tonne,  &  seide,  '*  lo  !  lady, 
fU  is  Bedy."  )>enne  she  badde  him,  pat  he  shulde  put  ]>e  childe 
.irikh  the  cradel  there  in,  and  thenne  to  caste  al  in  the  see,  vp  peyne 
cxf  delhe, — *'}at  I  live  not  in  sorow  &  desolacion)."'  &  thenne  he 
toke  the  cradil,  &  putt  it  in  to  the  tonne,  and  cast  al  in  to  the  see, 
for  plesaonce  of  the  lady.    Aftirward  this  lady  lay  in  chUdbed,  by 

of  an  fourtenyte ;  and  as  she  laye  in  the  bedde,  ther  come  a 
from  the  holy  londe.  And  the  knyjt  spend  of  him  £Ebr 
the  EmptfToore,  and  the  messagcr  annswerd,  &  saide,  "  Alas  1  Alias  I 
hothe  to  yow  &  to  me,  for  )>e  Emperoure,  onre  lord,  is  dede,  &  liis 
body  is  broute  to  the  Empeyi',  to  a  certeyn)  casteL**  whenne  the 
knyjt  hardo  thes  wordes,  ]ie  was  not  a  litle  mevid,  &  amarryd  in 
aiynde,  and  sot'  he  wepte ;  &  for  he  kutte  ensundre  alle  his  clothis, 
Ills  wyf  come  ny,  &  whenne  she  sawe  this  syght,  she  sperid  the 
taoee  of  his  kmentacion).  "yis,**  quod  the  knyght,  ''I  wend  to 
iltve  had  [of]  my  lord  good  vnnumberable,  and  nowe  he  is  dede, 
and  so  I  shalle  live  dcsolat  in  al  tlie  dayes  of  my  lyfe.^'  Whe[n] 
his  wyf  hard  tliis,  she  tare  of  alle  the  her'  of  hir  hede,  &  satte  withe 
him  vi>od)  a  donge-hillo,  til  tynie  that  her  sorow  was  sesid.  and 
thenne  saide  his  lady,  vrith  an  opyn)  voyse,  '^  sir,  my  lorde,  what 
shnH  we  do  withe  [the]  sust^r  of  the  Emp^roure,  pat  now  lithe  in 
daldebed^  ?  for  yf  she  harde  telle  that^  he  wet'  dede,  she  shulde 
•have  thenne  to  muche  sorowe."  ])enne  seide  he,  *'  dame,  for  delaynge 
of  tyme  may  be  hadde  wickyd  werke.  late  vs  ^erefore  waslie  oure 
.fisages  for  weping,  &  go  we  to  hir  chaumbrv,  that  she  be  corafortid; 
and  thenno  we  shulle  sc  and  knows  wheper  that  hit  be,  to  telle  hir 
or  ^not."  So  the!  bo})e  come  in  to  the  chaumbra,  and  comfortid  the 
kdy.     &  whenne  the  Empe7*e8se  had  biholden  hir  hevi  chens,  & 

eigne  ofif  wepinge  in  hir  visagis,  she  saide,  "  whi  bo  ye  so  bevy 
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this  day  for  that  ye  woi'  yiBtiiday  t"  ''kit  is  no  mervByle,'*  quod 
he ;  "  fer  is  a  man)  hex'  come  fro  the  holy  londoi  &  I  shalle  calle  him 
to  yowe,  and  he  shaii  telle  yow  what  kynne  tidynger  that  he  hathe 
browte."  The  message  come  into  the  chaambrs,  and  Ben^rently 
made  salutacion)  to  the  ladye,  and  knelid  downe  afot'  bir;  and 
thenne  teyde  ehe,  "  do  tel  me,  good  fi«nde,  some  tythinga*  of  the 
Emperoura"  ''  a !  lady,"  qnod  he,  ''  he  is  dede,  and  his  body  is  in 
a  certeyn)^  castel,  tyl  tyme  that  he  be  buried  by  yow."  and  whenne 
the  Emp^resse  haide  Jyat  word,  ehe  felle  downe  to  the  Er]>e,  and  the 
knyjt  in  an  o^  syde,  and  hia  wyf  in  the  thiide^  Ss  the  meesager  ori^ 
the  ii^.  and  J^ere  was  noon)  of  hem  b&  fat  myght  speke  a  worde,  fot 
•orow.  at  ]>e  laste  the  knyjt  spake,  whenne  he  had  longe  leyne,* 
and  saide, ''  Arise,  goode  lady,  from  thi  hevines,  for  Swiche  heuiuet 
&  sorowe  may  slo  the ;  do  comfort  thi  selfe,  and  have  in  thi  mynde, 
that  al  the  Empii^  is  thin,  and  in  thin  honde,  and  in  tbi  wille^ 
thorow  goodo  heritage,  late  vs  Hide  fro  this  place,  and  late  rs  go 
to  the  casteH,  wher'  as  the  body  is  of  the  Emperoure,  and  late  vs 
worshipfoUy  buiye  him ;  and  thenne  tliinkithe  to  lire  W  in  tlrit 
worlde  as  wel  as  ye  may,  and  by  good  counsaiH  to  goueme  your 
Empii',  for  eUes  hit  wolle  tome  yow  to  grete  harme  and  ynpr^te." 
thenne,  shortly  to  sey,  they  sesyd  of  wepyng,  and  hijd  to  the 
cast^,  wher  as  was  the  dedo  bodye ;  and  fere  she  Enterid  in  to 
the  halle.  And  whenne  she  sawe  the  dede  bodye  lye  in  the  bei', 
she  cracchid  hir  yen)  &  lur  visage,  tille  the  blode  shadde ;  A  thoo 
she  felle  downe  vpoii)  the  dede  body,  &  kiste  him  in  aH  placet,  fhni0 
the  crowne  of  the  hede  to  the  soole  of  the  fete,  whenne  kny^tet 
sawe  hir  make  swiche  sorowe,  they  drowhe  hir  fro  the  bei',  &  ladde 
hii  to  cliaumbi',  &  stillid  hir  sorowe  in  al  that  thei  coade;  and  in 
the  tbirde  day  folowing  thei  Beuerently  buried  him.  and  the  lady 
goutfrned  the  Empire  with  counseiB  of  wise  mexi>.  In  that  ^rme 
fere  was  a  grete  Duke,  that  neu^  had  wyf,  and  he  was  but  yonge ; 
&  whenne  he  harde  telle  that  the  Emperour  was  dede,  and  that  alia 
the  Empire  was  by  lyne  of  heritage  in  the  hondis  of  the  Emperessi, 
he  tbowte  to  dim  selfe, ''  that  I  wei'  faire  a-vauncid,  yf  tliat  I  my£^ 
gete  that  damiseH  'vnto  my  wyf."     A-noon)  he  sent  messagrrs  to 
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hir,  for  to  wjte  yf  hit  wei'  pleeing  to  liir  to  be  his  wyf ;  and  the 
Empgroaoe  aent  woide  a-yene  to  him,  that  she  wolde  not  aaaent  to 
him,  ne  to  noon)  o^ere,  as  by  weye  of  matnmonye,  &  that  she  swoi'. 
whenne  the  Doke  hadde  this  aunswez^,  he  had  grete  indignacioii) ;  & 
ofdsymd  an  oete,  and  yaf  bataiS  so  soz*  ayenste  hir,  that  he  hadde 
gets  al  hii  sitees,  excepte  on),  withe  a  castellei  to  whiehe  she  fledde. 
And  thenne  the  duke  bee^d  long  this  castelle.  And  as  thei  wei' 
time  in  aegeing,  the  towne  that  was  I-caste  in  to  the  see  withe  the 
dulde,  was  driTei])  withe  flodea  vp  and  downe,  hidir  &  thidir,  tille 
It  eoane  to  a  oerteo)  eitee.  And  the  kynge  of  that  citee  was  that 
aane  tfme  in  the  citee ;  and  happid  that  he  walkid  af tir  myd-daye 
iMjde  the  aee;  and  as  he  lokid  toward  the  watar,  he  sawe  the 
tonne;  and  he  made  shipmen)  to  be  callid,  &  he  chargid  hem,  that 
ami  ahnlde  goo,  and  fecehe  to  him  yai  tonna  Thenne  said  ^ 
**  Sir,  that  wei*  a  veyne  labouie,  for  hit  is  a  woyde  tonne,  caste  oute 
wftA  sun  men)  fro  sum  shippe."  **  What  [of]  that^*'  qaod  the  kyng^ 
^thowhe  hit  be  Toyde,  yit  wollo  I  have  hit.'^  whenne  thei  harde 
that,  ^y  enterid  in  to  the  see,  &  browte  the  tonne  to  londei  Tboy 
openid  hit,  and  sawe  ther  in)  a  faiie  childe  in  a  oradille ;  and  thenne 
Iha  kynge  and  that  wei'  abowte  menreilid  hiliche  ^rof ;  &  the  kyng 
aaide,  **  this  ciadill  is  keuerid  wttA  pnrpure  and  bisse ;  hit  may  not 
be  but  ^t  he  is  comyn)  of  grete  blode.''  And  anooii)  he  arerid  vp 
th0  ehilde  witL  his  owne  hondis,  &  there  he  fonde  the  litle  tablis, 
that  the  moder  hadde  putte  ynder  his  bosom) ;  &  he  openid  hem^ 
and  Badde,  ^ot  ]>e  chylde  was  by-gete  bitwene  htofer  &  sust«r,  & 
that  it  was  not  baptisid ;  &  he  Badde,  that  the  modi'r  praid  him 
that  ahulde  fynde  hbn,  to  make  him  to  be  baptisid,  for  the  k>ve  of 
godl  &  then)  he  fonde  at  his  hede  a  snmme  of  golde,  that  ho  my^t 
be  Jonnde  to  acole  withe,  and  a  no^ere  sum  of  aluer  at  his  fote,  wher 
wikh  he  myght  be  norishid.  whenne  the  kynge  hadde  Bedde  alle 
thill  he  was  gkdde,  &  made  the  childe  to  be  baptisid^ ;  &  he  yofe 
to  him  his  OAvne  name,  set/.  Freudriote« ;  and  he  toke  hit  to  one  of 
hia  kny^tes  to  be  norishid.  And  the  kny^te  Besseyuid  the  childe, 
ft  nodshid  him ;  and  ]>e  chylde  grewe,  &  was  welbelouid  amonge 
aUe  men).     And  whenne  he  waa  of  sufficient  age,  he  was  sette  to 
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scole ;  an($  whenne  he  was  of  the  age  of  z.  yeei',  he  vsid  loetes  & 
tumeaxaenies ;  ^and  euer  he  trowid  that  he  was  the  sonne  of  the 
kny^t.  aud  in  a  certeii)  day,  as  he  Instid  wit/i  a  soue  of  the  knj^tef, 
he  caste  him  downe  of  his  horse  myjttefully ;  and  whenne  the  moder 
of  )»e  knyjt^^  sone  harde  that,  She  was  hili  hevied,  and  saide  to 
f reudricus,^  "  Sey,  boy,  how  dorst  J)ow  be  so  haidy  to  smyte  downe 
so  my  Sonne  t  we  knowe  the  not,  we  not  whens  thow  ert,  bat  that 
thow  wei^  founden)  in  a  tonne,  in  ye  see."  Thenne  whenne  frendricas 
harde  thee  wordes,  he  was  not  a  litle  storid  in  spirit,  and  saide  to 
hir,  "Der'  modir,  and  am  I  not  thi  sone?"  "I  telle  the  ccrteynli,** 
quod  she,  ''  hei*  is  noon)  ^at  knowithe  the,  ne  of  what  kynne  thow 
come."  ])enne  the  yonge  childe  wepte  sooi*,  &  yede  to  the  kynge 
withe  an  hevie  cheei',  and  told  him  alle  how  that  she  saide  to  him. 
And  );ei])  he  saide,  **  my  worshipfidle  lorde,  I  trowid  fat  I  hadde 
bene  the  sone  of  the  knyjt,  and  now  I  see  wel  it  is  not  so ;  and 
yei'e  foi',  sir,  I  praye  yowe,  sithe  I  was  norishid  by  yow,  that  ye  wdle 
make  me  a  knyjt,  for  in  this  Eemo  I  shalle  no  lenger  abide."  Thenne 
saide  the  kynge, ''  speke  no  swiche  wordes ;  I  have  hei'  a  dow)t«r, 
the  whiche  is  heyre  of  my  kyngedome,  and  hir  I  wolle  yeve  tke  to 
wyfe,  yf  thowe  wolte  abyde  withe  me."  penne  saide  he,  ''god 
forbede,  my  lorde,  that  I  do  soo.  For  noon)  knowithe  what  I  am,  ne 
who  is  my  fader,  or  who  is  my  modcr;  and  fej-efor  I  pray  yow 
hertely,  that  ye  wolle  avaunce  me  to  kny^thode,  for  I  wolle  goo  [to] 
the  lioly  londe."  And  when)  he  hadde  saide  so,  the  kynge  yede,  & 
openid  his  coiir,  wher  the  tables  wei'  that  he  fonde,  and  the  cradille ; 
and  he  yaf  hem  to  him,  and  saide,  "  sone,  thow  art  lettered,  loke, 
and  rede  thee  le^eres."  And  whenne  he  hadde  redde  how  he  was 
getiu)  hi  twene  the  hiopere  &  fe  suster,  he  cride  vriUi  an  hie  voyse, 
and  seide,  **  Alias  !  for  nowe  I  see  wel  that  I  was  goton)  and  broute 
forthe  a  yene  the  wille  of  god,  in  ane  Orible  synne,  bo]>e  in  the  sy^t 
of  god,  of  man,  Ss  of  angel.  A !  goode  lorde,  helpe  that  I  wei'  a 
knyjt,  for  I  wolle  now  arbowte  the  wordle,  for  the  syniie  of  my 
fadris."  The  kynge  made  him  kny^t ;  and  thenne  he  hirid  a  shippe 
to  passe  the  water  towarde  the  holy  londe.  And  a  grete  wynde  Eos 
vp,  &  browte  the  shippe  to  the  liaveue  of  the  citce  whcr  as  dwelte 
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liis  iBodi^  but  what  diee  ox^  what  kyngdon)  it  was,  he  knew  not 
Ani  whenne  he  was  in  the  citee,  his  sqiuei'  sojte  an  host^  for  swiche 
^ft  w«»thi  k&7}t  to  he  eside  ynne;  and  whenne  a  certeyn)  buigeys  of 
the  eitee  sawe  him,  aeminge  so  dowty  a  k^yght^  he  gmuntidl  to  him 
hosl^ge.  &  whenne  they  hadde  I-soupid,  freoidrictur  seyde  to  the 
hmgefsey  '*  what  oitee  is  thi%  and  who  is  lorde  thetvof  t"  thenne 
eaide  he,  ''This  is  the  [citee]  of  the  Emperooie,  that  yede  o<niys  to 
the  hidye  londey  &  fere  he  dide ;  and  thenne  become  the  Empire 
into  the  hondes  of  his  sister,  by  line  of  heritage;  and  ^erefoi'  ^  is 
a  dnhe  algstes  that  wold  haye  hii  to  wyf e,  and  she  wolde  not  oonsente 
|p  him  1^  no  waye ;  &  perstoi^  he  hatha  conqnerid  al  the  Empire 
hj  his  swerde,  excepte  this  citee,  withe  The  castdl,  in  the  whiohe 
castnH  dwellithe  the  Emperessa"  thenne  spake  the  yonge  knyjt  to 
the  bmgeyse,  &  saide  to  him,  **  Deei'  siz^  I  pmy  the  hertely  to  go  in 
Mgn,  Srond|  adL  to  go  to  ^  master  of  the  castdi,  and  aaye  to  him, 
that  yf  he  wolle  yeve  to  me  eny  wagot,  I  shaUe  fight  for  yowe  al  the 
hole  ye^*"  And  whenne  the  buigeys  had  hard  ^  wordes,  he  was 
H^  and  loconnde^  &  seide,  '^  I  am  certein)  that  he  wolie  be  Bight 
Uttfae^  &  gbd  of  thi  eomynge."  and  he  yede  to  that  master  of  the 
A  saide^  "siri  hei'  is  in  this  sitee  a  semly  yonge  knj^te^  that 
gestenid  inth  me  in  myii)  house  al  this  nyjt;  and  he  wolle  fi)t 
ion  yow  alle  this  yei^,  yf  ye  wolle  yeve  to  him  eompetente  sakrye.** 
)Mne  seyde  he, "  Anooii)  brynge  him  to  me,  Fo[r]  I  wolde  M  ghdly 
ytA  we  hadde  many  Swiche."  The  kny;t  com  to  him ;  &  fe  stiwarde 
was  ^ere  of  wel  apayde,  and  saide  to  him,  ''sir,  yf  ^n  wolt  fijte  for 
fe  Empyi'  &  TS,  &  abyde  wtt&  ys,  I  shalle  go  for  ^  to  the  iSdy,  & 
mf  )yne  enmde,  that  thowe  shalte  haye  yy  wylle."  Aftir  this,  he 
jede  to  the  lady,  &  tolde  hir  of  this  knyjt  **  bringe  him  hedir,** 
qni(l  she,  "  &  late  me  see  him ;  &  yf  he  woUe  fi^te  for  ys,  he  shalle 
not  &yl6  of  good  mede."  ))enne  \e  stiwaxd  browte  him  afox^  hire, 
whenne  the  ladye  perceyyid  him,  she  caste  hir  3ren)  menreloyslye 
yppon)  his  persons,  ne^eles  she  hadde  no  knowleche  that  he  was 
h[i]r  sons ;  and  she  made  coyenant  witfr  him,  that  he  sholde  abide 
idthe  hir  a  yeei^,  &  fy^t  for  hir,  &  for  ^  Eight  of  the  Empire, 
Sfenste  the  dake.    Anoon)  the  kny^t  be  ganne  to  Beyse  batail,  &  to 
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JRide  thorow  the  Emjnre)  an<)  wkexme  tlie  dtxke  liaicl  that^  he 
gadarul  aii)  hoete,  and  heldd  batail  a-yenate  him.  Bat^  the  kny^ 
have  him  dowtily  in  the  bataiH,  and  onareome  the  dnke ;  and  or  ^ 
yeeria  Ende  eome  onte^  he  wanne  arjene  *alle  the  londea,  and  dteea, 
&  caetellef,  that  were  lost  hjr  the  duke.  And  irhenne  the  j^  waa 
eadidy  he  saide  to  the  Stiwaide,  '^sir,  now  is  my  tyme  done^  &  ^ef- 
lore  I  wolde  have  my  salari ;  for  ye  wote  in  what  kynne  state  I 
fonde  yowe,  &  how  that  I  hare  laboctrid  for  yowe,  &  fat  the  tj^ 
ef  yoof  Empire,  and  ferfon^  yerithe  tome  that  ye  hijt  me,  and  tiienne 
I  woUe  foiihe  in  to  an<^  contree,  and  gete  me  a  name.''  ))enne 
aaide  the  stiwarde  to  him  a-yene,  **  thow  hast  delin^d  this  Empiie 
weUe  and  stronglye  fro  oore  Enmyes,  and  haste  deservid  goode  mede; 
I  wdle  goo  to  the  hKlye,  &  se  what  she  woUe  seye  }ere  to.**  he 
yede  in  to  the  chanmbi*,  &  knelid  dovn),  and  sahisid  hir,  and  said, 
**  woTshipfnfi  kdy,  heP  my  wordes.  ye  knowe  wel  that  ye  had  loete 
alle  the  Empii',  the  which  this  man)  hathe  wonne  a-yene,  and  now 
he  askithe  his  mede ;  and  ^erefor,  lady,  Sewaidithe  him  wel,  and 
not  bat  yf  he  hathe  deseniid  hit  wett.''  ])enne  saide  the  lady, ''  teQa 
ne  what  is  Jri  ooonseiii  that  I  yeve  him,  &  he  shaH  have  hif 
**]Bdf/*  quod  the  stiwarde,  ^yf  ye  wdde  do  aftir  my  eounseffl;  hit 
ahulde  tome  ts  alle  to  grete  profyte  Sb  worshipe ;  fbr  the  man  that 
^oa  widest  not  take  we  alle  have  suferid  grete  harme,  and  thow 
haddist  loste  alle  thyne  Empire ;  and  ^erfore  I  wolde  connsaile  p^ 
that  thow  take  to  thyne  husbonde  the  yonge  kny^t,  for  he  is  semlye^ 
Ss  wel  I-shape  and  ]>Mo  gentil,  &  stronge  in  bataille.''  ]}enne  saide 
she,  ^  &  yf  hit  be  youre  counseitt,  I  am  Eedy  to  f ulfiUe  hit**  thenne 
this  stiward  was  glad  I-nowe,  and  yede  oute  to  ])e  kny^t,  and  tolde 
him,  that  hit  was  plesynge  to  the  lady  to  have  him  to  husbonde ;  A 
shortly  to  sey,  thei  wez'  weddid  to^gedi'.  &  at  hir  fest  wei*  alle 
lordes  &  ladijs  of  the  Empii',  and  alle  thei  wei'  contente  of  this 
manage,  beoause  that  he  sa  deliu^ye  &  worthely  deliumd  hem  fro 
hir  thraldom).  And  afkir  the  makynge  of  this  matrimonye,  ^y  lovid 
to-ged^  mor^  thaime  eny  man  eanne  seye.  but  the  knyjt  vsid* 
eosry  days,  whenne  he  shulde  goo  to  mete,  to  entre  in  to  a  prrre 
diaumbi^,  wher  as  he  had  leyde  ^  fiUe  tablis  ^t  wei'  withe  him  in 
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tkft  <ndtlk;  anJ  Uiaum  be  wdde  opjiuie  hem,  atul  ied»  tbe 
tiriplm#  of  tlMtty  howo  thai;  he  was  bcgotiu)  bitwene  bio^iart  ft 
mu^;  mi  theuie  he  wolde  fiille  to  the  gioande,  tnid  soi^  irap*;  ft 
thenne  he  wokie  veahe  hia  face,  ft  oome  in  to  the  halle,  aad  Apr 
^  e  good  auHEye  ohere.  AnJ  he  was  I4ovul  of  ail:  peploi  for  Aat 
he  haa^  Urn  ae  wdle  in  aiie  hia  wetkaa;  aacl  ther  wia  ^noanl 
Emparoiie  knowyn^  afim  him,  that  esere  governicl  the  Empiie  ae 
waL  Happyng  in  e  day,  aa  he  Bode  on)  hnatyBge^  that  ther  eoMie  • 
damiaeB  of  the  palaya  to  the  hidj  the  EsqMreaae,  and  aaide  to  m, 
*'aajhdjf  haat  thow  not  0£BbikI  my  loide  ^  EmpeixMcr t"  ''Kc^ 
fcreothe^"  qood  the  hdy,  *'for  ther  ia  nothinge  fadir  herese  that  [ 
]r?e  ao  moehei  and  fore  lore  I  toke  him,  and  mode  him  my  knde; 
but  I  wolde  wale  wM  that  thow  apekiat  aool"  ''Per  aothe,"  qood 
•he,  ^finr  enery  day  afoi^  mete,  whonne  the  hoidea  ei'  aette  and  made 
ledye^  The  Emperonre  gothe  into  awidie  a  ehamnhi^  g)ad  Inowe, 
but  whani  he  oomytiM  oate,  ai.  hit  viaage  »  wepingly ;  and  thanne 
he  waaahithe  hift^  that  the  wepiage  be  not  I-aeene.  And  this  I  have 
«{te  ^fme  I-eeyne,  but  I  note  what  ia  the  eaoae.'*  Thenne  when)  the 
Emporeaae  had  faatde  thie,  she  enteiid  into  that  ehanmbei^,  and 
«wte  a-bowte  frome  hole  to  hcde,  to  loke  what  ahe  myg^t  fynde 
p§re ;  and  at  the  bate  ahe  fonde  in  an  hole  ^.  tablea ;  end  ahe 
opanid  hem,  and  Badde  the  aeriptore  that  ahe  hade  wceten)  withe 
Ur  owne  honde&  And  thenne  die  aaide  to  hir  aelfe,  ''how  ahnlde 
«nar  thee  tablia  come  to  my  loide,  but  yf  that  he  wei*  my  aone  t 
Owte^  aliaa !  for  aynne,  that  enere  I  waa  I-boi',  for  I  have  waddid 
niynl  owne  aone  1 "  she  £alle  dovme  to  the  gronnde,  gelling  ft  ctiynga, 
timi  hit  wai  aorow  to  hei^.  kny^tee  that  wei*  in  the  haUe  hazde  hir 
royae,  and  Sanne  to  hir,  and  aaldd  hir  what  waa  the  oauee  of  hir 
«mng.  '^Al  deei'  and  gentille  kny^tM;"  quod  ahe,  ''I  am  e  loat 
womman  bmt  I  see  my  loide  the  aonner."  A-nooij)  thai  aente  to  fe 
faieat,  and  toide  hit  to  the  Emperonre;  ft  aaide  he  most  leye  hia 
playe,  and  come  home,  in  aXt  the  haat  that  myte  be.  And  ao  he 
4nde ;  withe  a  grete  heyinea  he  lefte  hia  playe,  ft  coaae  home,  he 
wente  in  to  the  ehanmbi',  ft  epirid  of  the  ladyo  what  waa  the  cauae 
mt  hir  momynge.    thonne  she  aaide,  "  I  woUo  ^t  alle  that  hnp  heeif 
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withe  VB  go  frond)  ys  or  I  telle  it  the,  for  hit  is  a  pn^y  case  that  I 
have  to  seye  to  the."  AncI  thenne  she  aeide,  ''air,  I  have  xaadea 
Towe  to  go&f  that  I  ahaH  not  pane  thk  bedde,  til  tyme  that  fliowe 
telle  me  in  what  Gontie  that  thowe  were  I-boie.**  ))eBne  eaide  he, 
**Def  lady,  whi  epekist  thowe  sweche  woidest  ne^elee,  yf  I  duS 
eey  the  aope^  I  note  in  what  kyngciond  or  contre  that  I  was  honia.'' 
Thenne  saide  she^ ''  I  haye  also  made  anojisr  vowe,  and  ftr  to  wels 
ot  ever  I^  £te  mete,  who  was  thi  fsdei^  A  thi  modert"  Thenne 
aunswerid  he,  *'This  canne  I  telle,  that  whanne  I  was  a  fmiekyid^  I 
was  fonde  in  a  tonne,  in  a  cradyl  witAio)  'hit ;  &  fro  that  tyme  I 
have  [bene]  noiisshiJ,  noried,  nortnrid,  and  tanjte  in  the  aaaia 
contre ;  and,  lady,  moi*  canne  I  not  telle  yow."  whenne  the  Emprsis 
hadde  harde  thes  wordes,  she  diowe  oute  at  hir  bosome  the  tabhs 
that  she  fonde,  &  saide  to  him,  '^Sawe  ye  neoer  thes  tables,  tim 
whiche  I  pat  wtt^  the  in  thi  cradil,  withe  myn)  owne  hondesl'^ 
And  whenne  the  Emparonie  herde  thes  wordes,  he  felle  downe  otA  a 
swoune  on)  oo  syde,  and  the  lady  in  a-no}>sr;  and  bothe  the!  wepte 
SOI*,  and  Bente  hir  dothis  for  sorowe,  and  woide  my^te  now^ir  of 
hem  speke.  And  whenne  the  sorow  was  somwhat  shakei]^  o^  Jwane 
saide  she  to  the  Emperoter,  ''A!  sons  myne,  alias !  that  eosr  I  was 
borne,  and  woo  worthe  the  onre  that  eu^r  I  was  made  in!  On^ 
alias !  for  lo !  my  sone,  Ss  sons  of  my  bro^ere,  is  nowe  my  hosbonde. 
lo !  in  how  many  cheyms  that  ^  devil  hathe  I-teyde  me  Inne  I  '* 
And  thenne  saide  he,  ''A  !  dei'  modir,  bo)>e  modir  &  wyf ;  alias  ft 
wo  be  to  me,  wrecche,  that  so  many  wrecchidnessis  be^  in  me! 
lorde,  that  I  ne  hadde  be  dreint,  whenne  thow  casUst  me  in  to  the 
see !  A !  lorde  god,  what  sorowe  wei'  I  worthi  to  have,  that  have 
weddid  1  lorde,  yf  my  synnys  wei*  weyde,  bi  the  whiche  I  have 
servid  thi  wrethe ;  sipexd  thow  thi  selfe  [hast  saide,]  FUius  non  poT" 
iabit  intguitaiem  pairis,  The  sone  shalle  not  bei'  the  wickidnesse  of 
the  fadir.  but  I  may  not  be  Excosid,  for  my  lyf  is  endid  in  wickid- 
nesse. Alias  1  therfox',  that  euer  I  were  '  bred  1 "  And  thenne  saide 
she,  "  Dere  sone,  sette  thin)  hope  in  thi  lorde  god,  for  he  wolle  not 
forsake  the  synner  in  nede.  late  ys  be  contrite,  confessid,  &  oon»- 
mnnid ;  and  afWr  that  we  have  Besey  vid  oure  lorde,  late  god  do  hia 
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wiUe."  The  Emperonie  sent  af  iir  a  prest,  and  they  wei*  boUie 
•himii  at  Urn.  Ancl  irhenne  thei  wei'  bothe  confessid,  &  contrite, 
^  BMdir  nade  to  the  body  ol  Criat  in  thes  woides,  ''A  1  lorde  god, 
(owe  )at  anflSarideat  paaaioii)  for  me  in  ^e  croa,  and  that  now  Heat 
Tpoi^  the  patene  of  the  chali%  in  forme  of  brede,  have  mercy  of  my 
awete  aone,  hnabonde^  &  coayo),  for  thi  grete  mercy,  that  he  may  be 
akna  of  hia  aynnya,  and  yelde  to  the  a  fiiire  80ule>  withe  a  gladnease, 
in  to  thi  dwellynge  place  that  ia  euermoi'  laatyng."  Then)  eaide  the 
XmperoQie^  **  A !  goode  lorde,  that  bovtiste  me  in  the  croese,  have 
wmrj  of  my  modir  in  )»ia  nede,  aa  jKni  Entrediat  in  to  tiie  worlde  for 
lore  of  aynneiys,  and  not  for  Eightwysmen,  &  for  hem  ahadiat  thi 
piwona  blode ;  and,  giacioua  lorde,  for-yeve  al  that  eoere  ahe  hatha 
tiaapaimid  vnto  the,  and  take  her  sprite,  and  biynge  hit  to  thin) 
Xidlea  loye.  Amen  1 "  And  thenne,  whenne  alle  this  was  aeide,  the 
body  of  Ciiat  liyng  ypon)  the  awter,  aeyde^  wit/i  an)  hihe  Toyae,  **  I 
made  yowe  of  'noute ;  I  have  take  yoore  contricion)  &  confesBioi]) ;  I 
&r  yefe  yow  folly  your  synnis ;  I  Besaeyve  [yow]  fro  hens  forwarde 
to  my  loye ;  and  ^ia  day  &  eueremore  I  ahoUe  dwelle  -with  yowe." 
And  when)  thei  harde  thea  wordea,  thei  fiUe  downe  to  the  grounde, 
and  openid  hir  mouthia  to  Besoeyve  the  body  of  Criste ;  and  ]>ere 
UuL  Besseyvid  hit,  and  yelde  hir  sonlis  to  god,  and  maried  in  at  the 
yataf  of  hevene. 

MORAUTEB. 

DEre  frendis,  now  takithe  hede  to  me.  This  Emperoure  is  the 
fadii'  of  heveno,  whiche  hatha  only  oo  sone,  and  oo  dor^ter' 
glorious,  havyng  angelis  kynde  and  mankynde;  bat  the 
biD^ere  filid  the  suster,  set?,  the  devil  deceyvid  the  firste  fadir  Adam), 
ft  mode  him  withe  childe, — how  so  f  for  alle  mankynd  apronge  of 
him.  pe  sone  yede  oute  of  the  Empii',  whenne  that  locifere  felle 
downe  ^n)  hevene,  &  he  dide,  whenne  that  he  loete  the  lyf  of 
aoera  laatyng  blisae.  the  knyjt,  that  norisshed  ^e  snater,  waa  moysea, 
that  hield  the  olde  lawe,  hi  teching  of  the  idiiche  lawe  he  norisshed 
the  peple  ^t  wez*  that  tyme.  And  the  ladye  chyldid  in  keping  of 
HnB  kny^te,  bcU.  browte  forthe  o«r  kynde,  in  tyme  of  the  olde  lawe, 
a  ehilde,  scU,  Crist,  of  the  yti*gine  marie,  of  the  seed  of  daaid  of  the 
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nodir  syde,  andl  oomsojvvl  by  the  boly  go«te^  aend  putte  in  tlw 
fliiMlilie,  kppici  witlie  dotbis.  Ubits  imf  I-pnl^  in  the  cnidil,  bcH^ 
tnaorxtB  d  wkdoi#  ft  of  d>nn  jngt ;  unci  ho  was  I-pvtte  in  the  tonne 
ol  the  godheda  the  mhwr  &  ^  golde  th«t  wei^  In  tiie  ctadili,  mm 
the  powex^  of  the  fedir,  ft  wiadond  of  the  eone.  he  wm  I-eaete  into 
the  eee,  uH*  in  to  tiiis  woiMe,  wber  he  leriil  moi^  ^eniae  ^tty  ye^ 
in  poverte,  like  to  the  flood  of  the  eee,  for  [he]  weeeait  in  tribulaoioiiK 
The  Icny^t^  that  toke  him  to  be  wmaAt&y  is  the  holye  goste,  the 
whibhe  descendid  in  Hkenesse  of  a  dore  f  and  lolln  bi^yliste  baptisMi 
hem  withe  his  owne  hondes,  ft  he  jaf  hsm  to  the  kny^,  bcU.  to  the 
godhede,  to  be  norisdieii^  whenne  [he]  acude,  Eece !  Agnrn  deil  lo t 
^  kmbe  of  god !  Q^n  ptM  rm  wmt,  anH  fm  Jkctw  ea^,  ^tiwis  nam 
mtm  di^iUB  ealeiammfa  wlwre,  He  that  oomithe  afttr  nae,  was  I-mado 
afoi'  me,  of  whom  I  am  not  worthi  to  ynloos  his  shene.  Afttrwavd 
tfie  some  was  I-made  a  knyjt,  whenne  ^he  Hganno  to  preehe  at  xxz^. 
yeeP.  the  sone  of  the  knyjt  accnsid  him  to  pikte,  seinge,  Hie 
§edueit  popalnm  dei,  [ei  ISliwm  De{\  as  dicity  )>e8  deeeeyrithe  the 
pef^  and  depiihe  him  the  sone  of  god.  And  ^arefor  sone  after  he 
}'ede,  and  fawte  a^yenste  the  dnke,  wiL  ^  devil,  and  he  ooaroome 
hinif  and  wan^  the  Empii^  of  hevene ;  and  so  he  weddid  his  owne 
modar,  BciL  holye  diirche,  the  whid^  is  oore  gostlye  modar.  The 
Emperouro  yede  to  him  what  tyme  that  Cryste  prechid  of  the  tree 
of  hevene ;  and  \eriotQ  iewes  and  paynyniis  wolde  have  skyno  hiin. 
And  )»6reibie  holye  chirche,  in  man<?r  of  sorowing,  syngitiio  in  tyme 
ef  the  passion),  VexUla^  reffm  prodeunt^  ))e  baueis  of  the  kynge 
diewithe  onto.  And  she  fonde  the  writen)  tables,  set/,  his  passioid, 
dody  y-now  made  by  the  ii^*.  EoaatngeKstf « ;  and  ther  foi'  she 
sorowithe,  that  the  Innocent  diold  be  dayne  withe  onto  synne ;  as 
holye  writte  sdthe,  Non  Est  inventm  dolm  in  oro  EiU9^  vt  tpse  pro 
nobis  ntori  debm'et^  ]>ece  was  I-lounde  no  &lshede  or  gyle  in  his 
mothe,  that  he  shulde  deye  for  vs.  And  ^eref ore  £die  man)  owithe 
to  sorowe  for  his  synnys.  The  piest  brake  the  body  of  Criste  in 
twoo^  soZ.  Crist,  whenne  he  made  [a  feste]  to  his  disdpUs^  ^  ia^y 
felle  downe  as  dede,  whenne  that  Criste  seydo,  Tri$H8  ed  ontma  mem 
aaguo  ad  mortem ;  Paier,  si  poesibUe  est^  franseat*  a  me  ealix  ieUp 
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.Ify  wwle  k  lievy  or  sosye  T&to  the  dethe ;  fadir,  yf  it  be  poaaihlo, 
Jat  ^  ckalgrs  go  or  ptt«e  fro  me.  Ami  he  saide  opinlye  to  his 
dmijiUmfkoe  Ed  eorfiumeum;  hocfacUe  in  VMom  eanmemaracionem^ 
Ttis  iB  to  mifB,  this  is  mj  body ;  this  do^  into  my  mynde.  Amdl 
MO  aobe  of  vs  ovrithe  to  do,  to  ete  and  to  Beoeyve  the  body  of  Crista 
in  swiobs  dene  lyfe,  tiist  we  mowe  entie  into  fe  tsbeniaoIeB  euer- 
lastyage;    AnenJ 

[  LXIL  1 
80LEMIUS  A  WTSE  £MP£fiORE. 

(■OW  ▲  OUABDIAN  BSOOnmSD  HIS  WABD  WHO  HID  BIEir  LOST.) 

FOlemius  was  a  wise  Emperoure  Beignynge  in  the  sitee  of 
Home,  fe  wiche  weddid  to  wy ve  fe  dowter  of  the  kyng  of 
tunyke ;  &  )»e  womman)  was  fail',  &  gentill  in  shape ;  an<l 
die  eonseynid  &  htae  a  faire  sone.  And  whenne  lordes  harde  hei* 
0(  ^y  come  Echon)  aftir  o^^ere  to  the  Emp^roure,  and  askid  of  him 
file  childe  to  norishe.  And  thenne  the  Empfroture  seide  to  hem, 
'*to-morow  shall  be  [a]  tumament,  and  who  so  of  yew  wynm]>e  fere 
fe  victory,  he  ehalle  h»Ye  my  acne  in  his  gonemayle,  vndir  this 
eoBdneioB),  fat  if  he  gotieme  ^wele  ray  sone,  I  shall  highly  avaunce 
him,  and  if  he  do  not,  he  sholbe  shamely  shent."  "  air,**  quod  thei, 
«tfais  liketh  wele  to  vs."    So  the  tliridde  day  a&  were  in  the 
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[  XXXIT. 

POlemyns^  in  the  citee  of  Borne  reigned,  a  fufi  wise  man,  that 
toke  to  wyf  the  k}aigee  doaghtir  of  Trance,  that  Vas  a  faire 
woman;  the  whiche^  oonseyred,  and  had  a  faire  sone. 
%  Iliat  herd  tiie  wise  men,  and  went  to  the  Emperour,  and'  eche 
by.  hem  self  asked  the  child  to  norissh.  IT  he  said,  "  to-morow 
•hali  be  a  tomement,  and  ye  shuH  aH  be  there ;  and  who  so  dothe 
best  amonge^  yon  shali^  have  the  victorie,  and^  shaft  have  my  sone 
to  norissb,  vndir  this  forme.  That  [if  <^]  he  norissK  wele  my  sone, 
sad  he'  shaft  be  promoted  to  grete  dignyte,  or  els  I  shidi  condempne 
hjm  to  the  most  fools  dethe."  IT ''  0 !  sir,"  said  the  knyghtes, 
^'this  Uketb  vs  wele."    and  on  the  morow  thei  were  aft  gadrod  in' 
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tnmeaineiit,  ft  pleid ;  &  among  aH  othir  th«i^  Tras  a  noble  knjg^ 
and  a  hardy,  namyd  loeias,  and  be  gate  tbe  victoiy.  &  ^erfoie  bo 
toke  tbe  cbild,  &  bare  bim  with  him,  &  eent  measaBgeis  home  afme 
to  bis  cast^,  for  to  make  att  clone,  both  yirward  and  ontewaid,  and 
also  a  bed  in  myddis  of  ^  jdaoe,  for  tin  cbil<).  &  bo  ordetned  also 
vig.  craftifl  abowte  it  jr-peynt^  in  tbe  entent  ^t  tbe  ebilde  my^le^ 
what  tyme  that  be  sbolde  be  wakyd,  bebolde  the  ciaftia,  and  tbe 
BiaHpayntynge  yn  hem, and  bane  delectacion)  in  benu  Now  beside 
y^  bed  of  tbe  childe  was  a  weH,  and  on^  the  weH  was  a  wyndowe^ 
by  the  which  light  come  yn ;  and  a  man  was  ass^ed  to  kepe  the 
key  of  the  doi'  of  thai  bouee.  Bat  it  happyd  in  a  tyme,  yvX  ^e  lady 
lef te  y^  doi',  of  negligence ;  and  whan  )ie  doie  was  y-lefte  opyn),  tber 
eome  a  beei',  and  entryd  in  to  ]>e  welt,  and  bathid  bym  in  it,  ^or} 
whom  aH  the  water  was  infecte  with  venym),  and  then  he  ^e  bis 
way.  Anoon  after  come  tbe  lord  and  the  lady,  and  dronke  of  the 
water,  and  after  hem  come  afi  bii'  meyne,  and  dronke  of  the  same, 
for  grete  bete  of  the  ^re;  and  as  many  as  dionke  ^er  of  were 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  M&  9066.] 

tbe  tomement,  and  plaied.  and  there  was  one^  worthy  knyght 
amonge  hem,  that  had  the  victorie,  whos  name  was  lonas.  anoii)* 
be  toke  the  child,  and  ledde  it  with  hym;  and  sent  messangers 
before  hym*  to  bis  casteii,  and  did  make  all  clene  with  in  and  witll 
out,  and  for  to  array  tbe  bedde  of  the  childe,  in  the  myddes.  be^ 
did  paynte  the*  vij.  artes  aboute  the  bed,  so  that  whim  the  child 
^was  waked  from^  slepey  be  myght  se  the  vij.  artes,  and  have  delite 
in  hem.  V  This  knyght  than'  had  a  vcrtuous  welle  beside  ^his 
bedde,^  in  the  whiche  welle  the  child  was  wont  to  bo  bathed. 
IF  Abone  this  welle  alone*  was  a  wyndow,  by  tbe  whiebe  tbe  sonoe 
shone  in ;  and  one  was  assigned  to  kepe  the  kaye  of  tbe  welle,  and 
that  was  the  knyghtee  wyf*.  V  It  happed  ones,  that  tbe  lady  lefto 
tbe  dore  open,  *and  a  Bore  wente  in,^®  and  batlied  hym^^  in  the  welle^ 
of  whos  bathyng  ^^aU  the  watir  was  enfecte  with  venyme.  whan  tbe 
Here  bad  done,  be  wente  bis  way ;  and  sone  af  txr  come  the  lord  and 
the  lady,  and  dronkeh)  botbe  of  the  watir,^  and  went  out.  and^^  aftir 
hem  tasted  of  the  watir  ail  the  meyne,  for  the  weddir  was  bote ; 
wherfore  alle  that  dronken)  of  the  watir  were  made  lepers,  as  wele 

■  a.      *  And  ancme.      •  Om,       *  And  he.      *  (M,      •  were  wakenyd  fro. 

^  Om.  '  tbe  bedde  of  the  childe.  *  there. 

**  Tber  was  a  here  that  eaw  tbe  dore  opyiw,  and  went  h3rm  in.        "   Om, 

*'  letf  46.  **  welle.  '*  Otn. 
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j-Buad  hptmaa^  mii.  botft  the  kid  and  ft  ladj,  and  aH  thai 
majraa  Aai  aona  afltr  ther  oome  in  al  the  wyndowe  a  gn4  E^ 
and  tooka  the  ohiU  oiite  of  his  bed,  and  fly  his  way.  And  lAaa 
the  kajj^  hadde  peroeyryd  that»  he  bitierly  wepte^  and  aaide^ 
**AI1bb  1  that  euer  I  was  borne,  for  nowe  I  am  but  ded,  wiftk  aqr 
wife  and  aH  my  meyne  1 "  And  as  lie  was  in  sucli  care  and  awowe^ 
}er  com  to  him  a  lech,  and  saide,  ''Do  aftir  my  conseil,  and  fmt 
sbalt  be  holei  Thow  most  be  latyxi)  blode,  witli  thi  wi&^  ani  aft 
thyne  meyne;  and  aftdr  thowe  most  be  bathid;  and  thenne  I  ahaB 
leye  a  medecyid  to  the ;  and  thenne,  whan  faa  art  hole,  ^on  ahalfc 
go  by  downys  and  by  dalys,  w»t^  aH  thy  meyne,  for  to  aeke  ^a 
chiMe,  for  it  may  not  be  bat  ytA  fe  Egjie  hath  late  him  faH  in  soma 
phMeu"  And  the  knyjt  wrojte  in  aH  thes  thinges,  rights  as  the  leebe 
told  him;  and  when  he  v^d  his  medeoyo),  after  that  ^  wei^  la^yx^ 
blode,  he  was^  with  lA  his  meyne,  densyd  of  the  lepre.  And  then 
he  xoode  on  his  palftay,  and  tooke  iiL  sqwyerys  with  him,  and 
sonjte  }e  childe ;  and  at  }e  last  they  f ounde  pe  childe  in  a  yalqr* 
And  thenne  the  knyjt  was  so  mory  in  herte,  that  ]fer  cowth  no  man 

[Second  Venion.    Addii.  MS.  9066.] 

the  lord  as  the  lady,  and  aH  other,  never  the  lesse  the  lepra 
appered  not  anoii).  IT  But  sone  aftir  entred  a  grete  £gle  by  the 
wyndow,  and^  toke  away  his  child  out  of  his  bedde,  and  bare  it 
awaye  with  hym.  and  whan  the  knyght  perseived  this,  he  wepte 
bitterly,  and  said,  ''Alias !  alias  I  whi  was  I  borii))  I  am  the  sone 
of  dethe,  and  a  lepre,  and  my  wyf  also,  and  aH  my  meyne  1  **  and 
whan  he  was  thus  in  this*  grete  hevynesse  and  desolacion),  there 
oome  to  hym  a  leche,  and  said,  "  IT  Do*  aftir  my  counsaile^  and  after 
thou  shalt  not  for-thynk*  the  dede.  first  thou  sbalt  be  lette  blood, 
with  thi  wyf,  and  aH  thi  meyne,  and  be  bathed ;  and  than  eha&  I 
laye  to  roedecynes.^  and  afterward,  Vhan  thou  art  hole,^  thou  shalt 
so  by  hilles  and  dales,  with  9&  thi  meyne,  for  to  soke  the  child ;  for 
it  may  not  be  but  that  the^  Egle  bathe  lette  the  child  in  some  place 
fidle  from  hym."  IT  The  knyght  wrought  in  aH  thyng  ^by  the 
eounsaile  of  the  lecbe^;  and  whan  ho  had  take  medecyno  after* 
bledyng,  be  was  made  clene  of  aH  his  lepre,  and  his  wyf,  and  aH  his 
meyne.  IT  Than  he  went  vpon  bis  stede,  with  iij.  squyers,  for  to 
seke  the  child,  and  in  a  valeye*  he  found  the  child  hole  and 
aounde ;  the  whiche  was  more  glad  of  the  fyndyng  yask  hort  may 

'  Afrl  an  egle.        *  his.        '  *<  A  f  do.        *  other  medyoyDes.        *  Om, 
•  Om.  '  Otn.  •  after  hia.  •  vale. 
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telle  it^  aad  in  his  grot  ioy  lie  maade  a  gvete  feat,  and  ^ao  he  Imrajt 
tfaa  chiide  to  the  Emparoiav  his  ladir.  And  whanne  fe  Emparoqr 
aawe  hia  €hilde  in  good  hehha,  and  in  goode  atate,  ha  commendid 
hjdj  the  knyj^  and  afiuncyJ  him  to  hje  dignite^  and  a  jEaire  IjU 
heendydl. 

xoluLm. 

Deero  frendiSy  ^ia  Empefonr  ia  the  IMir  of  HeT«na.  The 
chiide  ia  our  loni  Qtesa  ciiat^  whom  maaj^e  deainlft  for  to 
noriflli,  whenne  that  they  Beeegrrid  hV  oomtinynge;  h«t  ho 
that  pleyitK  heat,  adf.  do!  A  moat  penaonce,  or  heat  outfrooKiitli  ^ 
deviHy  he  ahafi  hane  the  chiide  ihera  in  hia  hona,  teU.  in  hia  heite. 
the  Icny^t,  that  tooke  ye  chiide,  fa  a  goode  cria^fii  maid^  that  wde 
Ueasidly  hath  fast  afi  the  qnadrageame.  And  ferkat  do  aa  dado  fe 
knyjt,  Bed.  send  afore  the  meaaagen,  ac»7.  mfrytoiy  imrkya,  to  ^ 
caatett  of  thyne  hert,  and  it  [ahalle]  he  elanaiil  &o  att  apottya  of 
aynne ;  and  so  the  childl  ihem  ahafi  lygge  in  the  myddya  of  thyne 
harte.  The  weH  ia  m^rcy,  the  which  owifth  euer  to  he  beaide  ihago, 
for  he  that  ia  witftoute  mercy  and  charite,  he  may  not  noiiaill  ihaiq. 
But  then  ofte  tyme  fe  wife,  bcU.  ^e  fLeoA,  beriA  the  key  of  diarite^ 

1  leaf  197,  ool.  2. 
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tfajmk*,  and  for  grete^  ioye  he  made  a  grete  feat,  and  so  he  ledde  the 
to  the  Emperoar.  IT  whan  the  Emptfroor  saw  the  chil<)y  he 
right  glad,  and  promoted  the  knyght  to  grete  thynges ;  and  ao' 
ended  his  lyf  in  pease. 

IT  Dedaraeio,  This  £mpe;x)ar«  frendes,  ii  the  Fadir  of  beveiil 
the  child  is  our  lord  Ihesu  crista  the  whiche  many  desire  for  to 
norissh,  and  namly  in  Esteme  tyme,  whan  thei  have  reaceired 
oontridoBX  Keverthelesse'  he  that  beres  hym  in  the  tumement,  that 
18,  he  that  dothe  best  penaunce,  and  over<X)meth  the  devdS,  ahidi 
have  the  child  Ihesu  to  norissh.  IT  The  knyght,  that  resceived  the 
ehild,  is  a  good  cristeu)  man,  that  wole  and  holely  hathe  fasted  aR 
lentoii).  therfcHT  do  thou  as  the  knyght  did ;  send  for  messangers, 
tho  be  meritorie  werkes,  vnto  the  casteH  of  thyii)  hert,  that  it  be 
clenaed  of  att  spottes  of  synne ;  and  ao  the  child  Ihesu  shall  lye  in 
the  myddes  of  thyii)  hert  IT  The  welle  is  mercv,  that  oweth  to  be 
beaide  'the  child  Ihesu;  for  he  that  is  with  oute  piercy  and 
charitee,  shatt  not  noiissh  the  child  Ihesu.    V  But  ofte  sithe  the 

*  Om.  *  Om.  'leaf  46,  book. 
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md  kvilk  Ihe  doox*  opyi)^  by  fe  whicb  a  bei»  enfayth^^  mL  f% 
dcifi^  m4  jprttitll  ▼tnjn)  of  lyiuM  in  the  weB  of  mee^;  lad 
>0rl«Di  Ihe  ifife^  a^a.  the  flesohe  or  Beaeid^  and  lOi  memlria  that 
■ij^jalqni  to  the  vrayn)  of  aynne,  ben  infeote.  The  ivyadowa  ai  ^a 
whidl  enteritli  ligbte,  is  the  grace  of  the  holy  gost,  by  fe  whisftn 
man)  levitK,  and  is  confortyd ;  and'  by  this  wyndowe  enteritli  an 
E^Oy  8ciL  the  power  of  god,  whioK  berith  away  ihem  fro  thyn)  hart. 
Andy  sir,  if  it  be  oome  to  this  poynt,  ^on  hast  gxet  cause  to  sozowe^ 
as  dade  ^  kny^te.  But  what  shalt  pou,  do  ^fore  t  Certenly  send 
aftir  a  sotiH  leche,  Bcil.  a  discrete  confessour^  )k3  which  shaH  jive  to 
ft  good  ocmaeiH,  that  paa  and  thyne  meyne  be  latyn)  bloody  soL  f$k 
faa  leeTB  att  thy  &jjme,  by  the  yayne  of  the  tunge,  bifox*  ^i 
conlssaoiir;  and  ^nne  that  fau.  be  bathid  by  teens  of  oompuncoioii) 
and  contricion) ;  and  J>enne  pon  myjte  reoeyye  medicyn)  of  satisfaeoioo)  j 
and  thenne  pen  shalt  be  elansyd  fro  att  synfutt  kpi^ ;  and  then  leepa 
ypoid  the  palfray  of  goode  life,  with  iij.  sqwyen,  9eil.  fastyngV 
pnjng*,  and  almysded.    And  if  ^u  do  thus,  with  oute  dowte  faa 

*  entrydtf,  MS. 
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wyf,  that  is,  the  flessH,  that  bereth  the  keye  of  chastite,  levethe^ 
the  dore  open),  by  the  whiche  ofte  sithe  the  Bete  entrethe,  that  is, 
the  dev^,  and  puttithe  renyme  in  the  welle  of  mercy ;  and  therfore 
the  hnsbond  and  the  wyf,  that  is,  the  flessh,  and  resoD),  and  9&  the 
msmbrss,  that  tasten)  of  tiiat  veDyme  of  synne,  are  enfected,  and 
nade  lepres.  if  And  the  wyndow,  by  the  whiche  the  light  entred, 
is  the  grace  of  the  holy  gost,  by  tlie  whicho  a  man  liveth  gostly* 
and  is  comforted.  IF  By  this  wymlow  enti-eth  an  Egle,  that  is,  the 
myght  of  god,  that  taketh  away  tlie  child  Ihcsu  out  of  thyh)  hert ; 
and  so  bathe  man  grete  herte  and  matir  of  sorowyng.  what  is  than 
for  to  do  1  %  For  sothe  for  to  send  aftir  a  sotctt  leche,  that  is,  a 
discrete  eonfessour,  that  shaH  yeve  the  counsaUe  for  to  blede,  and 
aH  thy  meyne,  that  it,  that  thou  put  out  alle  thi  synne  by  the  vayne 
of  thi  tonge  before  thi  eonfessour ;  and  than  shalt  thou  be  bathed 
by  teres  of  confession),  conimnccion),  and  contriccioii) ;  and  after  that 
tbon  ahalt  have  a  litett  medecyne  of  satisfaccion),  and  so  thou  shalt 
be  made  hole  fro  att  spices  of  the  lepre  of  synne.  IF  Than  assend 
Tp  on  the  stede  of  good  lyf,  witli  i\j.  Squyers,  that  is,  fas^fnge, 
pndyng,  and  almossc-dede ;  and  yf  thou  do  thus,  witil  oaten  doute 

1  that  lerctbc,  M8. 
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ahalt  ^fynde  the  childe  ihemi  in  tlie  valey,  setZ.  in  manVynde,  and 
not  in  an  hille,  ecU.  in  pryde ;  and  thenne  fan  may  norinll  ft  chiMe 
in  a  dewe  man^r ;  for  noiiashing*  of  whom  the  Fadir  of  hevene  duA 
aTannce  the  in  hia  kyngdond  eaeAeiatynff.  Ad  ^nodpmkuai  omxxim 
bona  eoncedens  /    Amen. 

[  LXnL  ] 

THEOBALDUS  THE  EMPi^ilOUB. 
(how  a  xkioht  who  had  murdibid  an  sabl  fob  ma  Monr 

WAB  PUKIBHBD.) 

Theobaldna  regnycl  Empdroui^  in  ft  cite  of  Borne;  and  he 
otdenjd  for  a  lawe,  that  no  man,  in  payne  of  detb,  aholde 
wedde  ony  womaid  for  hire  faimeeae,  bat  for  hire  Bicheaae; 
and  also,  if  that  the  womaii)  were  Rich,  and  he  pooi'y  he  ordenycl  ft^ 
ft  woman)  ehold  not  take  hym,  but  if  he  wei^  as  ricb  aa  ahe.  So  ftr 
was  in  ft  Empire  a  gentiH  knyjt^  bat  he  was  pooi^,  and  he  hadde  no 
wife;  and  ferlort  he  aoagllt  abowte  fro  kyngdom)  to  kyngdooi  to 
gete  him  a  wife.  At  the  last  he  mette  witb  a  fidre  eemely  lady,  and 
ahe  was  riche'  in  possession).  And  ^  knyjt  come  to  hire,  and 
aaidOy  '*  Dame,  is  it  thi  witt  to  haae  me  to  thyn  hasbondt **  Thenne 
1  leaf  197,  back,  coL  1.  *  rioh^  riohe,  MS. 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

thoa  shalt  wele  mow  norissli  the  swete  child  Ihesa,  for  the  wfaiell 
norisshyng  the  Fadir  of  heven)  shaH  yeve  the  everlaatynge 
kyngdome  of  hevcn).    to  the  whiche  bryng  tb  that  child  Ihafva! 

amen. 

[  XXXVI.   leaf  50.  ] 

Theobaldus  in  the  Citee  of  Home  Eeigncd,  that  ordeyned  a 
lawe,  that  no  man,  on  payn)  of  dethe,  shald  wedde  a  wyf  for 
any  fairenesse  or  gentilenesse,  but  alone  ^  for  richesse ;  and  yf 
any'  man  were  poore,  and  the  woman  riche,  the  woman  ahold  not 
take  hym,  bat*  he  were  as  riche  as  she.  %  There  was  that  tyme  a 
gentile  knyght ;  but  he  was  poore,  and  had  no  wyf.  he  went  by 
dyaerse  reames^  and  castels,  for  to  fynd  a  wyf;  atte^  last  he  found 
a  faixe  lady  and  a  riche,  that  had  right  many  richesse.  IT  The 
knyght  said  to  her,  "01  my  dere  lady,  is  it  nought^  pleasyng  to  von 
to  take  me  to  be^  your  husbond,  or  nought*!"    She  said,  ''thou 

■  aUe  only.        *  the.        '  bot  if.        *  regnes.        '  and  at  the. 
•  ogfat.  *  Om,  •  none. 
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she  aii8weri(),  and  aaide,  **  Deei*  frend,  ^u  knowist  ^  lawe,  ^at  no 
man  ahold  take  a  woman);  ne  no  woman)  a  man),  hut  if  that  thei  wei' 
lyke  bothe  in  poaaeeuoii);  and  ^erfore  goith,  and  getit&  you  as 
moche  goods  as  I  haae,  and  ye  shaH  haue  me  to  yotir  wife  aU  ledy." 
Whenne  he  had  hurde  this  answer^,  he  jede  fro  hire  witb  heyy 
cheere,  and  hadde  grete  care  by  what  way  ^t  he  myjt  geete  }Bi 
goode^  to  be  a>bitt  to  wed  huie.  And  at  the  last  he  hurde  telle,  }tX 
]fer  was  a  rich  Erie  in  ytX  same  oontre,  pe  which  was  blynde  att  p% 
tyme  of  his  life ;  and  whenne  pe  knyjt  hard  of  him,  he  ^te  db 
ymagenyc),  how  that  he  myg^  beet  haue  him  slayne ;  and  ^<rf ore 
he  3ede  to  his  castA  bat  ech  day  there  were  certeyne  men  armycly 
fro  morowe  to  ere  to  kepe  ^is  Erie ;  and  on  the  nyjt  ]fer  was  a 
certayne  hand,  that  vsid  to  berke  eusre,  when  ony  enmy  was  nye^ 
and  ^t  so  cruelly,  ^t  noon  dorst  for  him  come  nye  the  bed  of  fe 
Erie ;  for  he  wolde  wake  the  Erie,  and  with  his  berkinge  make  him 
to  knows  ye  oomyng*  of  his  enmeys.  And  thenne  fe  kny^t  saide  to 
him  selfe,  "  In  the  day  y  may  not  sle  ^e  Erie,  for  his  armyd  men, 
neithir  in  the  ny^t,  for  fe  bond ;  and  J^erfoi^  the  best  ^t  is  for  me, 
is  for  to  kiH  the  bond,  and  ^nne  I  shatt  haue  my  purpose. "    So  it 
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knowesi  the  lawe.  The  law^  is  this'  ordeyned,  that  a  man  shaH 
not  take  a  woman,  ne  a*  woman  a  man,  bat  yf  thei  haue  bothe^ 
goodes  like  mekett.*  Go  therfore,  and  geto  the  as  many  goodes  as  I 
hare,  and  than  thon  shalt  have  me  to  wyf."  he  herd  this,  and  went 
away  bevy,  and  enterly  thought  how  and  by  what  way  he  might 
gets  good.  IT  Atte*  last  he  herd  telle,  that^  there  was  a  duk*  in 
fern  countrees,  that  was  blynd  fro  his  births,  that*  was  right  riebe. 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  went  to  his  cast^,  and  thought  wi&  in  hym 
self  how  he  myght  sle  the  duk*;  but  on  the  day  men  were  aH 
way*  redy  for^*  to  kepe  the  duk*,  and  on  the  nyght  he  had  a  litett 
honnde,  fat  aH  way  barked  whan  he  herd  any  noise,  in  so  ^ekett 
YbX^^  no  man  myght  come  to  the  dukes  bedde,  but  that  the  dak* 
shold  be  wakened^  by  the  berkyng  of  the  dogge,  and  so  be^  warned 
of  his  Enemyes.  IT  whan  the  knyght  sawe  this,  he  said  with  in 
hym  self,  **  on  a^^  day  I  may  not  da  hym,  for  armed  men ;  there  Is 
none  other  help  to  me  but  sle^  the  hound,  and  ^n  I  hope  to 
ftdfille  my  purpose.**    IT  It  happed  on  a  nyght,  the^^  knyght  entrsd 

•  Om.        «  thiw.        '  Om.        ♦  Om.        •  myche.        •  At  the.        »  Om. 

*  and.        ^  Om.        ^  Om.        "  mMe  thai  ther.        '*  waned. 
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iMfpkL  in  a  oertoyiM  nj^  >■&  ^  kny^t  enlwyd  ia  to  ^  ehaailiir 
praialj  of  the  Brie ;  ead  wImbm  lie  Iraide  fB  koad  hfgpam  to 
betke,  he  diet  $m  efowe  in  to  hie  bel j,  and  riowe  him ;  ead  fe  erie 
tvQivrid,  whift  he  Imde  no  maoi  WrUogs  }$k  eK  wae*  in  goode  pie, 
end-  abple  mfmu  And  when  f^  hnjjt  eewe  |«l^  he-diewe  est  his 
eweido^  end  alewe  ft  Zrh^  tnd  toohe  aH  tte  geodje  eney  nM  hint; 
ead  nwt  to  >e  hdy,  and  Hide  to  hii',  «noiPe»  hU^,  I  dufa^f  )eft 
enr  goodye  hen  even,  }iX  }eia  mmf  net  ezeiae  }%  hat  ^  )wtt  um^* 
take  me  te  haibond.*  Tbome  aaide  eh%  ''airi  or  }9m  ivedde  ma,  I 
mtt  eake  oo  thing  ef  }e.  thow  ahdt  ge  to  ^  aepolera  of  soak  n 
dede  men,  and  ^  ahelt  ligge  dowi)  haaide  ^it,  to  heiken  whet  faa 
eheh haie,  end >enne  telle  me  whet  >ira  hMl herde.''  ^'Thieahattl 
do^**  quod  he.  He  emyd  hym,  end  went  to  ym  aepdaf^  end  laj 
}9r  att ny^;  and  ahowte  mjdnyjt  he  hmd  a  Voye  peaae  thar  awef^ 
eeijng^^AI  eile,  whetadrfat^of  inefiwtodol*  ^Alxlghtwye 
Itige^*  qnojr  the  dede^  ^aooour  me^  for  I  aake  not  eUye  of  ^e  hnt 

>  ]eafl97,heok,eal.  a. 

^>W— — ■         II  ■■■!      ■  'i^  ■  I         ■■       I     I     I  ■      ■—    — ^a^— — » 

[aaeimd  Verdoii.    AtUU.  MS.  9066.] 

I 

{he  Chamhie  of  the  dnk*  priydy,  and  *anoii)  the  dogge  h^gan  to 
herkei^  Hhe  IcBjg^t  ehotte  en  aiow,  and  *alow  the  hound,  the 
dnto  haad  not  the  dogge  berke,  and  wende  aii  thing  ked  han  in 
paaaoy  end.  aki^  The  knyght  toke  hie  award*  and  alow^  the 
dttk*  alepyng^  end  aH  his  goooea  be  take  awaj  with  hya ;  and  went 
to  the  kdy,  and  aaid,  IT  01  my  deie  lady^  now  are  onre  goedee 
eren^;  now  la  there  none  ezanaackHi)  on  thi  aide,  hat  thon  ahatt 
take  me  to  Ihyo)  haabond."  IT  She  add,  ''telle  me/  how  in  ee 
dboffte  tyme.tkou  heat  goten)*  ao  many  goodes!^  he  aaid^  ''I  have 
elayi]^  a  dak*,  and  'have  takeo)^  away  his*  goodea."  She  aeid,  ''yit 
00  Ihyng- 1  wiUe  aake  of  the,  before*  or  Hhat  ye^*  wedde  ma  Ge 
ene^^  nyght  to  the  grave  of  the  dade^;  Vuid  ^oa  ahelt  lye  haaide  the 

Eve,  ud  what  thoa  ahalt  here  there,  thou  ahalt  truly  telle  mak^* 
»  knyght  aaid,  ''I  ahatt  do  that  thoa  deaireat"  f  The  knyg^ 
enaad  hym,  end  went  to  the  tombe  of  the  dede  man,  and  thaie  ho 
wee  dl  n^^tb  end  et  mydnyig^  there  ocmie  a  voio%  and  aaid; 
%  0 1  thoa  dak«,  that  here  lieth»^«  what  aakeat  thoa  of  me,  ttiet  I 
may  gmont  thet "  he  aaid,  ''rightfiitt  domeaman  Criat,  gmonte  me 
my  yetkkui.    I  eake  of  the  no  thynge  bat  vengeeance  for^  my 

'  the  dogge  barked  noi         Meaf  aO^  beck.        *  Om.        «  he  slew. 

'metlMit.         *eala.         ^  taku         *  eUehia        *  Om.        >•  tboe. 

"ooeito.       ^'dedeuan.       '*  {?m.       >«  lyest.       ••et 
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Teniftonee  for  my  bloode,  iot  lUsely  I  am  slajne  lor  raj  gode.^ 
Theime  aaide  ^  Inge,  ''in  (is  day  xxx^.  ^ere  ftm  BhaH  fyncfe 
Tenioiiiioe  for  ^t  deede.**  And  wliaii  >6  kny^l  had  hnxde  )da,  he 
was  herjy  and  went  to  fe  hdj,  and  Mde  bird  what  he  hadde  hwde. 
And  whemie  ft  kdj  hnrde  that,  she  saide,  ^  the  tyme  of  zxx*.  jen,^ 
ffOLcf  she,  "holdilll  a  gret  apace."  And  so  ahe  grauntyd  him,  and 
be  weddid  hture,  and  lernd  to-ged^  lA  )»ia  tyme  in  gret  ioy  and 
aoka.  And  when  fe  tyme  of  zzz*^,  jere  waa  eome  out,  the  knyjt 
maade  a  eaatett  withoute  eompariaoid  in  strenght;  and  in  ^  dooie 
of  it  he  aette  thea  vera : 

V  9«m  fcro  hngorem,  tola  rtll8(on(a  amornn ; 
^eia  laaforfa,  wan  anai  aumor  faioa  awaria. 
Ilea  1  vm  bag^ttet  layus,  agnaa  cast  lwUM» 
y oatqtMm  connalvit,  talia  fit  ante  fait 

The  expoeicios)  of  tlieise  vers  ia  thia.  While  I  aofire  and  am  in 
aekeneaae,  I  W(M  lede  ye  life  of  religion),  and  of  goode  Bule,  but 
vhUe  I  waa  withoute  such  thraldom)  and  sekenesse,  not  lovicl  I  aueh 
life ;  and  so  it  farith  by  me  aa  it  doith  by  a  wolfe,  for  whenne  ahe 
ia  ayke^ahe  wold  haue  ben  a  lambe.  But  when  she  is  Beooutfryd^  ahe 

[Second  Vernon.    Addit.  MS.  9066.] 

bloo^,  that  I  am  ynrightfully  slayn)  for  my  richesse/'  %  The  yoioe 
aaid,  ''  this  day  xxx.  wyntir  thou  shalt  fynde  vengeaunce."  whan 
the  knyght  heni  this,  he  was  right  scry ;  and  went  to  the  lady,  and 
ahewed  \o  her'  aH  that  he  hade  henl.  IT  The  lady,  whan  she  had* 
herd  thi&f,  she  thought  with  in  her  self,  that  ^e  tyme  of  xxz. 
wyntir  was  a  good  longe  space,  and  assented  to  have'  the  knyght  t6 
bar  husbond ;  and  alle  the  tyme  of  xxx.  wyntcr  thei  lived  with  loye 
and  gladnesse,  ^and  grete  myrthe.^  IT  Whan  the  tyme  of  zzx. 
wyntir  come  nere,  The  knyght  made  a  strongo  cast^,  and  on  the 
dore  *he  wrote*  openly  thise  wordes^  that  folowen). 

Y  ^nm  (era  lansorcm,  fcro  rtUgiania  amacoa; 
tfxpns^  langoria,  nan  avm  mcmor  j^aiva  amotfs. 
\itb\  cam  UmgiKbiit  Ivytia,  again  at  eaat  fnMat; 
Sk)f  mm  cantoaiait,  qaalia  at  aatc  fait. 

if  wiae  men,  whan  thei  had*  red  thise  reraes,  thei  mervailed,  and 
many  aaiden),  ''we  pray  the,  that  thou  wilte  expowne'  to  va  the 
eanse  of  this  scripture.  **  he  said,  **  poore  I  was,  and  sorow  I  had 
for  my  poverte,  and  therfbre  I  had  me  in  aU  thynges  as  a  Kellgioua 

•  Om,        •  Om,        •  ta':o.        *  Om,        •  was  wryte.        •  versea. 
'  Ex  pars  MS.  "  Om.  •  ezpownde. 
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u  ft  ahiewe  m  aha  was  befbie.  And  whaa  ksdyt  eona  toiOL  ly, 
md  iftddo  theiM  ¥eisip^  thej  hadda  giel  marvaila^  and  piuda  hia 
thai  he  wdde  dadan  and  aaqpona  tho  Teraja  to  haiiL  And  thanaa 
he  aaida,  ^  I  wm  awaatyme  pooi^,  and  thfluie  qr^enaaaa  tooke  m^ 
>aft  ibf  my  ponatie  and  yknaaaa .  I  waa  lowe  and  aimpi^  aa  m 
laligioaa  man ;  and  then  aftirwaiti^  whan  thai  y  wm  Bekenafyi  tn 
ay  iaftrmile  of  ponarta^  fhe  mynde  of  god  paaritll  fto  uml  And 
alao^  when  y  waa  in  ay  poutfrte,  I  ahewid  me  to  my  wifc  lyk^  ft 
kmbe^  in  tyme  of  my  wowing^  and  I  IotuI  hiie  ao  mooll,  tha^.I 
dowe  an  Edeforhii  goode,  that  ymyjtwedde  hiie;  andiAan  I 
hadde  alayne  him,  y  hutde  a  Toja  aqrt  that  hia  bloode  ahnUe  he 
vengyJ  ^  day  zzx".  jera.  And  I  toUe  tfaia  to  my  wife,  and  jit 
not  witKatonding'  ahe  tooke  me  to  hnabond;  and  ao  we  hana  lefid 
eoer  hidertowaid  with  loy  and  pioaperite.  And  nowe  thia  day  ti^ 
daya  ahaH^  be  ^  ende  of  xxx**.  jere ;  and  }ertom  I  pray  yon,  he 
witb  me^  di^  at  meete,  and  we  ahd  prove  wfaethir  ^  Toya  aaUe 
aodi  or  no.**  And  thai  gmxmiji  it  to  him.  So  when  ^  dey  oome, 
ther  waa  cndenycl  a  giete  feat,  and  giete  mnltitnde  of  peple  wae 
ther;  and  whaid  they  were  aittinge  at  mete,  and  aenriil  witk  gieet 
diutfraite  of  dayntey%  ther  oome  in  at  the  wyndowe  ft  biid,  eolooiid 

«  ihdW  ihal^  MB. 

[Seoond  Vernon.    AddU.  MS.  906^.] 

man  in  ^mpleeae;  and  afterwarJ,  whan  I  waa^  wex  hole  of  the 
aikeneaae  of  poTorte,  the  mynde  of  god  went  bom  me,  and  lor 
aorow  of  poverte  I  ahewed  me*  a  meke  lamhe  to  my  wyf,  whaa  *I 
wedded  her,  and  waa  witk  in  a  erudi  wolf,  and  yit  I  loved  her  ao 
mek^^  for  richeaae,  that  I  alow  the  duk*  tiaiUmraly.  whan  thia 
waa  done,  'ho  the  mve*  abone  I  herd  a  Toioe,  that  aaid,  "at  xzil 
wyntiia  ende  the  .Uood  of  hym  that  ia  nhmd  ahaH  he  Tenged.** 
and  I  told  my  wyf  what  the  voioe  aaid.  IT  Kotwithatondyng  thk, 
ahe  toke  me  to  her  hoabomf ,  and  hothe  we  ladde  oor  lyf  wttA  ioye» 
but  the  xvi^.-day  aflir  thia  tyme*  ahaH  ende  the  tyme  of  zzx. 
wyntir.  IT  Therfore  I  pay  yon  all,  Hhat  ye^  he  wiUl  me  in  my 
feat"  thai  aaid^  **  We  gaonte ;  and  than  the  Yoke,  we  ahuU  proves 
that  ^Mke  to  the*  fiom  abone."  IT  The  day  of  the  feat  ia  comen^ 
and*  a  gate  mnltitade  ^  gadad^  of  peple.  whan  thai  wea  aetta^ 
and  aenred  'atte  borde^^  with  dyvene  mynataldea^*  of  moaik*,  and 

*  Oa^       *  to  me,  Ma        '  leaf  ftl.        *  mjtib.       *  at  the  ara^e  fitk « 
*  day.      '  tou      *  me^  M&      •  Owk      ^  Om.      ^*  Oa^      **  nynatallea. 
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witk  diuerse  coloiirB,  and  he  bigan  in  a  menreiloos  man^r  swAtly  to 
sing*,  iknd  the  kny^t  bim  selfo  herkenyd  wele  to,  and  saide,  **  I 
trowe  f9i  y%  song  of  this  brid  be  a  pronosticocion)  and  a  bitokeni[n]g' 
of  jvtL"  And  ^erfore  he  tooke  a  bowe  and  an  arowe,  and  slowe  ^ 
Inyd ;  and  thenne  anoon  the  Erdl  oponyd,  and  the  casteH*,  witli  the 
lord  and  fe  ladj,  and  a&  ^t  er  therin,  sonke  donX  And  nowe  ^  is 
a  passing*  d^e  water,  and  no  thing  may  abydo  in  it,  but  that  it  goitll 
to  the  grounde. 

HORAUTB. 

Deere  frendis,  this  Eroperoiir  is  crist ;  fe  which  made  J^is  lawe, 
that  noo!])  shuld  wedde  a  woman)  but,  &c.  This  is  to  mene, 
^t  crist  woH  not  pot  we  were  weddid  to  noon)  but  to  him,  and  to 
his  richesse,  neythir  ^e  womoD),  sci7.  his  godhede,  tooke  noon)  but  ^at 
is  rich  in  vcrtuys,  and  goode  werkys.  The  knyjt,  that  went  aboute 
fro  controys  &  costelletf  to  seche  him  a  ridl  wyfe^  is  eche  wordly 
man),  that  goit£  aboute  in  ^e  wordlo,  in  diuerse  placys,  to  seche 
pA>fetys,  and  at  ^e  laste  he  fyndith  a  wife^  aciL  the  llessh,  norisshidf 
in  richesse  of  deynteys ;  and  thenne  he  covetith  for  to  wed  hire 

*  leaf  198,  col.  1. 
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sondry  messes  of  metes,  a  bridf  colonrecl  with  dyverse  coloures  come 
in  atte*  wyndow,  and  began  to  syng  swetely  and  merveillously. 
IT  The  knyght,  that  was  lonH  of  the  lest  and  of  the  Casteti,  Miligently 
listened,  and^  said,  *^I  trowe  that  tliis  bridde  betokeneth*  some 
eyeH  to  me.*'  IF  he  toke  a  bowe  and  an  arow,  and  before  hem  aU  he 
slow  the  brid;  and  anon)  the  erthe  opened,  and  swolowed  in  the 
casteH,  with  the  knyght  and  the  ladie,  and  with^  oti  that  were  ^ther 
in.*  In  the  whiche  place  is  a  fuH  depe  watir,  in  the  whiche  may  no 
thyng  dwelle  ne^  abide,  but  it  falle  to  the  grounde. 

[Beclaracio.]  worshipfuH  frcndes,  this  Emp^*our  is  our  lord 
Ihesu  crist,  that  made  this  law,  that  no  man  skuld  wedde  a  woman, 
bat  yf  he^  hade  as  moche  as  she,^  that  is  to  sey,  god  wiUe,  and  biddes 
that  we  be  not  wedded  to  a  woman,  but  to  hym  alone,  for  he  is 
habundaunt  in  richesse,  and  for  he  is  kyng  of  kynges,  and  lord  of 
lordes ;  ne  that  woman,  that  is,  the  godhede,  take  none  but  yf  he 
be  habundaunt  in  richesse,  that  is,  in  good  wcrkes  and  vortuos. 
and  tlie  knyght  that  went  by  kyngdomes  and  Costels,  for  to  seke  a 
vrjf*  in  richesse,  IF  Forsothe  it  is  every  worldly  man,  that  gothe 
abonte  the  world  by  dyucrso  places,  to  bo  norisshed  in  delites  of 

*  at  the,         '  Om.         'Yytokonp.         *  Om,         •  with  lo. 
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aet7.  to  abi<!e  stiH  wii!i  pe  deliciou^ites.  But  ]»  wife,  sciL  flessK, 
TfoH  not  assent,  til  tyme  \B,t  he  haue  fe  same  richesse,  sciZ.  flesshelj 
likinge^  in  lus  desii^,  and  working(?A  What  is  ^at  that  fe  flesdl 
desirit^  to  haue  t  Certenly  he  desiritfi  wele  to  ete,  swetly  to  drinke, 
softely  to  lig<;ey  and  to  fele  no  hovy  thinge,  as  colde,  panysshyng*, 
and  sucli  othir;  and  periore  the  wrecchid  mai]>,  for  pai  he  T^olde 
haue  this  wife,  Bcil.  to  lyve  vSter  pe  fleesh,  he  sleitll  pe  Erie,  actL 
reson),  ^e  which  sholde  gooueme  men.  And  pe  armyd  men,  ^ 
sholde  kope  po  Erie,  bciI,  baptynO,  whcnne  he  refusid  ]>e  deviU,  and 
tooke  him  to  criste.  But  ])e  honnde,  ])at  berkitli  woH  in  the  ny^t^ 
is  thyne  conscience,  fo  which  grucchith  ayenst  vicis;  and  this 
conscience  is  slayne  as  ofte  as  the  flessh  is  ouercome  wtt^  diliciousites, 
and  ))at  ^e  spirit*  is  submittid  to  hem;  and  ^us^  ^e  Erie,  set/.  leson), 
is'  slayne,  by  ])e  which  a  man  shold  haue  be  gouemyc).  Bat  nowe 
we  most  loke  what  mancr  voys  is  above  1  Certenly  pe  voys  of 
goci  is  above,  and  spckith  to  such  synn^rs  by  the  profyt  Isaye,  in 
this  maner,  Ve  vohis^  qui  sapientes  estis  in  oculls  vestris/  Wo  be  to 
you,  that  ben  wise  in  yot^  owne  sijt !  sciJ,  and  not  in  pe  si}t  of  god. 
peea  ben  )>ei,  that  sleith  hire  soulis,  and  weddith  hire  fleshely  lustys ; 

*  MS.  yiE.  *  MS.  )>at  is. 
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richesse.  this  woman,  pAt  is,  the  flcssh,  wille  not  assent  fully  to 
man,  vnto  she  have  richesse,  that  is,  delite  of  the  flesh  in  dede. 
and  what  are  the  thyngcs  that  the  flessli  dosireth  1  forsothe  for  to 
ete  wele,  drjmke  swetely,  and  to  giete  delicate  thynges,  and  for  to 
haue  no  disease  agayn)  the  flessh.  IF  But  wrecched  man  ])ynketh 
not  before  of  thynges  that  aro  to  come,  but  slow  tlie  ^duke,  that  is, 
resoh),  that  oweth  to  rewle  the  flessh.  ^  The  armei)  men,  tliat  kepi 
the  duk*  on  day,  it  are  vertues  that  he  tokc  in  the  house  of  baptyme, 
whan  he  forsoke  the  f^ndc,  and  drew  to  crist.  But  the  lyteH  hounde, 
that  berked  on  nyghtes,  is  thi  conscience,  that  aH  way  grucchetb 
ayenst  vices,  the  conscience  is  slayn)  whim  the  flessh  is  ovei^come  in 
delites,  and  the  sprite  put  vndir ;  and  so  is  the  duk*  slayn),  that  is, 
lesou),  by  the  which  man  shuli)  be  rewlecK  IT  But  now  it  is  to  se, 
what  is  the  voice  that  ccmeth  down)  fro  above  1  forsothe  it  is  the 
voice  of  god,  that  speketh  to  synfuH  men  in  holy  scripture  by  ysae, 
that  seith,  IF  Wo  be  to  you  that  risen)  erly'  for  to  folow  dronknesse, 
and  that  loynen)  houses  to  houses,  and  are  wise  in  youre  sight !  thise 
it  are  ^at  hatcn)  the  soules,  and  weddc!/  flesshly  lust     ^  Suche  one 

'  leaf  61,  back.  '  yerely,  MS. 
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and  of  sucll  men  it  is  to  dred,  for  casuaH  vengeaunce;  for  hooly 
acriptnre  eyngitli  and  BeijttL  to  a  synfuli  soule,  Reueriere,  Reuertere, 
mnatnitid.  Be  ])oa  tnrnyd  ajen,  be  pow  turnyd  ajen,  synfiiH  soule,  pot 
we  god,  acil,  fadir  and  sone  and  holy  gost,  mowe  see  ^e  to  our  lykenesse, 
and  in  pe  same  shap  of  faimesse  })at  wo  maade  pe  in.  Kowe  an  obstinat 
man  wdft  not  take  hede  to  pia,  but  what  he  shetitil  an  arowe  of 
synne ;  and  )it  nowidistondyog*  pe  faire  wamynge  psi  he  hath  by  pe 
aertptux^y  he  eleeth  crist  ayen,  yn  pai  ]7at  in  him  is,  an[d]  settith  yp 
thenne  a  castc^  of  pryde.  Thenne  Hett  openyth,  and  a&  his 
delicatis  fallith  downe  permne ;  therfore  late  va  so  tame  our  flessh, 
fat  we  mowe  come  to  ^e  euerlastynge  ioy.  Ad  quod  not  ducat 
regnansin  seenla/    Amen. 

[  LXIV.  ] 

OUMPUS  THE  EMPJSi^OUR 
(how  a  jealous  quben  satisfied  her  spite.) 

Olimpus  was  an  Emp^rour  in  pe  cite  of  Eome,  pe  which  weddid 
a  mayde ;  and  afttr  that  she  conceivid  wtt^  him,  and  brought 
forth  a  childe.     Nowe  pe  lawe  was  psii  tyme,  that  eche  woman) 
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18  gretely  to  drede ;  for  the  brid,  that  is,  holy  scripture,  every  day 
syngeth  to  vs,  and  to  a  synfuH:  soule  that  is,  tume  agayh),  synfutt 
wrecche,  that  is,  tume  agayh),  thou  wrecched  soule,  peX  we  may 
behold  the,  That  is,  that  I,  god,  be-holde  pe,  with  the  fadir,  and  be 
aone,  and  the  holy  gost,  and  that  we  may  see  the  to  our  symylitude, 
in  the  same  fairenesse  that  we  made  pe,  IF  But  man  contrarious  to 
god,  savereth  not  p\&e  thynges,  but  sheteth  to  hym  an  arow  of  synne, 
and  in  as  mekeH  as  in  hym  is,  he  putteth  efte  sones  crist  on  the 
crosse,  and  reiseth  vp  to  hym  self*  a  Casteli  of  pride ;  and  so  the 
erthe  of  helle  is  opened,  and'  suche  one  with  att  his  synnes  devowreth. 
%  Therfore  studio  we  so  to  tame  our  flessh,  and  please  god,  that  we 
may  come  to  everlastyng  mede.  to  the  whiche  bryng  vs  and  lede 
TB  the  hie  and  myghty  lord  Ihen/s !    Amen. 

[  XVI.  leaf  27.  ] 

lympyus  reigned  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  a  fuH  wise  man,  that 
toke  a  maiden)^  to  wyf*,  that  conseived,  and  bare  a  child. 
There  was  that  tyme  a  law  made,  that  every  woman  in  her 

*  mftyde,  C. 
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8hn[l]d  go  to  chirche,  in  tjme  of  hire  purificacioii) ;  and  ]:enne  ah* 
sholde  make  to  bo  wretyn)  in  ]>e  dore  of  the  chirche  ig.  noble  and 
profitable  wordis,  to  edificacion)  of  fe  peple,  and  thenne  she  ahold  go 
homo  a3en.  So  Trhenne  pe  Emp^resse  sholde  be  poriiiedl,  ahe 
enteiyd  in  to  the  temple ;  and  after  hire  pnrificacion)  she  maade  i^. 
Tfordis  to  be  wretjn)  in  ])e  dore  of  ye  temple,  Bcil.  Bex  $um  regeRM, 
ei  meu8  est  iotua  mwidua^  I  am  a  kyng  goaemyng*,  and  afi  ]^  wordle 
ia  mynei  ^It  happid  aft^  ^is,  )?at  an  o]>er  Trorthi  lady  jede  to  \ib 
same  chirc^  wtUi  gret  mynstracy  afore  hire ;  and  ])e  Empresse  lay 
in  hire  casteil  wyndowe,  and  sawe  it,  and  saide  to  hire  aelfe, ''  What  1 
jonde  qwene  goith  to  chirche  vttA  as  gret  rialte  as  it  wore  I  my  selfe  I 
Kay/'  quo^  she,  '^  it  shaH  not  be  so,  for  I  shatt  be  vengyd  of  hire." 
She  went,  and  purveidf  hire  of  two  sorpentis.  Kowe  ])i8  forsaide 
worthi  lady,  in  hire  turnjng*  horn  fro  chirch,  she  made  to  be  wryte 
Tp  on  ^0  chirch-doi^,  or  ])at  she  possid  furth,  theiso  worded,  In/ana 
eum  ad  vhera;  lacte  vitio  puro,  I  am  an  infant  at  ^  pappis,  and 
live  %vith  clone  melke.  And  thenne  she  went  home,  and  maad  a 
gret  fest ;  and  thenne  anoon,  whenne  ))e  fost  was  done,  fe  Emp^resso 

I  leaf  1S>8,  ool.  2. 
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pnrificacion),  the  whiche  gotii  to  chirche,  shuld  write  iij.  notable 
wordes  in^  the  chircho-dorre,  to  edificacion)  of  the  peplc ;  whan  this 
were  done,'  she  shuldf  go  homo  with  solempnyte.  IT  It  hapned,* 
that  the  Enipresso  shuldl  be  puriHeil*,  and  went  into  the  temple ;  and 
after  tlie  porificacion)  thise  wordes  tliat  folowen)  were  writteii)  on  the 
chirche-dore,  ^  /  am  a  kynge  reichjng  the  toorld ;  the  worl^  is  att 
myne.^  It  'befelle  aftirward^,*  tliat  a  noble  lady  and  a  gentile  shuld 
go  to  chirche,  ^to  be  purified,*  witli  trumpcs  and  dy verse  manor  ^  of 
Mvsike.  If  whan  the  Empresse  sawe  this,  anon)  she  said,  **loo! 
this  woman  with  so®  grete  solemj>nyto  gotlie  to  be  purified ;  it  shatt 
not  be  so,  but  I  shall  be  avenge*  >®  on  her."  IF  Anon;  she  ordeyned^* 
ii  serpentes.  The  lady,  whan  she  waa^^  puritied,  and  shuld  go  home, 
she  did  write  on  the  chircho-doro,  /  am  a  cltiU%  ;  I  souk^  my  mylha 
at  my^^  modirs  tetes,  and  I  ^^  live  cletiJy,  whan  this  was  done,  she 
went  homo,  and  made  a  grete  fest  to  aH.  IT  whan  the  fest  was  done, 
the  Empresse  sent  to  her  a  mcssanger,  that  she  shuld  come  to  her. 

■  onne.         *  sold.         *  happede,         *  at  myne.        •  fille  after.        •  Om, 

^  manerflw  •  Om,  •  vengyd.  '•  ordened  hire  of, 

"  shulde,  M8.  "  Om.  »  On. 
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aente  afier  tlie  lady,  ^at  she  sholdf)  come  to  hire,  wtt^oute  lang^ 
delay.  And  ])e  lady  come  to  hire,  and  anoon,  whcnne  she  was 
come,  and  hadde  enterid  in  to  ^e  chambir,  fe  lady  knelic)  dowiiQ 
and  wit&  gret  reuerence  made  hire  salutacion).  And  thenne  spal^ 
the  emp^resse,  *^  pon  knowiat  not  \vhi  I  sent  aftei'  the  1 "  And  she 
•aide,  "  Nay,  lady."  Thenne  saide  ))e  emperesse,  "  I  haue  here  twey 
ehilderyii)  to  be  noreshid,  and  hem  sholt  fo\i  norish,  for  )>ou  hast 
melke."  Thenne  saide  the  lady,  ^'I  assent,  madame;  and  lord 
woldo,  that  I  were  able  or  worthi  to  norissh  your  childeryn."  Thenne 
Mide  the  Empresse,  "  Do  of  and  nakyn)  ]>e  of  aii  fi  Clothing*,  or  ellis 
I  ahoH  make  ^q,  in  malgre  of  pi  tethe,  For  I  woH  see  my  two 
ehilderyn)  vpon  f  y  pappis.*'  And  then  saide  f  e  lady,  "  and  where  ben 
your  childryn,  whom  I  shnlde  noris.*ll  1 "  And  thenne  f  e  Empresse 
shewid  hire  two  sorpentis,  and  saide,  '^  Theise  two  foxL  most  norissli 
me,  with  f i  melke."  Thcnno  saido  f  e  lady,  "  For  f e  love  of  almy^ty 
god,  haue  m^cy  of  me ;  sic  me  not ! "  Thenne  saide  she,  "  J)ou 
laborist  aH  in  ya}7ie,  for  po\i  shalt  norisah  to  me  theise.'*  Anoon  she 
iette  to  hire  pappis  pe  s^rpentt^ ;  And  whan  pat  pei  felte  warme,  pei 
tette  hire  feet  in  to  hire  flessh ;  and  peniiQ  po  Emperesse  saide  to 
Idiei  "  Do  f  i  Clothis  nowe  vpon)  f  e,  an[d]  go  hom."    The  lady  jnde 
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The  lady  went  to  her.  IF  anoii)  whan  she  was^  entreJ  the  cliambre 
of  the  Empresse,  worshipf  ally  she  saluted  Hhe  Empresse.'  If  Than  ' 
aaid  the  Empresse,  "wo test  thou  whi  I  sendf  for  thel"  *she  saii?, 
"naye,  my  lady."  than  seiil  *the  Empresse,*  "I  have  .ij.  sniale 
Bonnes  to  be  norisshcdf,  the  whiche  I  shall  take  to  the ;  do  of  ihi 
clothes  wilfully,  or  then  shalt  agayn)  thi  wille,  for  I  desire  Ho  sc^ 
my  sonnes  on  thi  tetes."  the  lady  saicJ,  "  Where  ^  are  your  liteH 
children)  1"  she  shewed  to  her  .ij.  foule^  serpcntes.  IT  Than  eali 
the  lady  Ho  the  Empresse,  "  for  the  love  of  god*  have  mercy  on  me, 
and  alee  me  not,  for  I  wille  ^*  bye  my  lif*  of  you  ^rather  than  to  be 
thos^^  dede."  ^  The  Empresse  said,  "Thou  laborest  in  vayn),  for 
thoa  shalt  norissh  me  thise  ij.  children).''  and  anon)  she  put  hem  to 
her  pappes;  and  than  ahe  bad  her^  clothes  shuld  be  put  on  her 

*  Om,        •  here.        •  Om,        *  leaf  27,  back.        *  Om.        *  Om. 

^  were,  MS.  *  Om,  •  Om.  *•  ito\e,pau%m. 

II  or  I  abolde  be.  '*  that  here. 
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horn,  and  she  was  so  yencmy(¥  by  the  scrpentiSy  that  witAInne  )ni 
thirde  day  she  dayde ;  and  giet  sorowe  was  maade  for  hire  detB. 

HOBAUTE. 

Deere  frendis,  fia  Eoiperonr  is  pe  deviH,  ]7at  iooke  a  ivyfe,  seiL 
wickydnesse,  of  whom  he  hat&  bygete  mony  sonys  and  do^trts. 
And  he  ordenyd  for  a  lawe,  that  eche  woman),  aeU,  flessl!,  afUr 
tyme  fsA  it  were  clansicl  fro  synne,  shulde  write  in  ye  dore  of  his 
herte  some  notable  thing*  ])at  plesid  to  pe  deviH.  And  what  is  ^t  f 
Certenly  J>is  it  is,  ))at  po^  a  synne^r  shryve  him  of  ali  his  aynnes,  jit 
pe  devel  couetLtB  )»at  he  holde  wtWnne  Iiim  wiH  and  purpose  of 
synnyng* ;  and  pat  is  a3enst  fe  word  of  saynt  petir,  t!iicui  cams  ad 
vamitumy  Ua  homo  ad  peccatum,  qui  Herat  viae  was  ad  vomitum. 
He  likenith  and  seiytn,  fai  fe  synner  ]7at  tomith  ajene  to  his  synne 
and  to  his  Ivel  weyis,  he  may  be  likenid  to  an  hound  ^at  tumitll 
ajen  to  his  vomyt.  The  Emp^resse  wrot  in  the  dore  of  fe  hertis  of 
synnarys,  Eez  sum  regma^  et  meua  ed  totus  mundua^  I  am  gouernyng* 
ye  wordle,  and  ali  ^e  wordle  is  mys),  sct7.  ait  my  hert  is  in  ]^ 
wordle,  and  not  to  god!.  The  lady,  ])at  jedo  aftar  to  chirche  wtt& 
melodeysy  is  a  man  )>at  goitb  wit/»  goode  ^vertuys.  And  not  only  to 

*  leaf  198,  back,  col.  1. 
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agayn).     and  the  thirde  day  after  she  died,  os^  by  frotyng  of  the 
addrea,  of  whos  dethe  was'  made  ^grete  sorow'  in  the  Cite. 

Deolaratio.  Frendes,  this  Emparour  is  a  devett,  that  toke  a  wyf, 
that  is,  wikkednesse,  \'pon  the  whiche  he  gate  a  sone.  wherfore  he 
made  a  lawe,  that  every  woman,  that  is  to  scy,  the  flessh,  after  that 
it  is  clensed  of  synne,  he  must  write  in  the  dorre  of  his  hert  some 
notable  thyng,  that  may  please  hym ;  and  the  scripture  is  this, 
%  Alle  though  I  a  synner  be  confessed,  yit  the  deveH  wille  that  he 
have  a  wille  to  tume  agayi])  to  synne.  and  that  is  agayn)  the  saiyng 
of  seint  Petre,  as  a  hounde  goth  to  his  fomet,  so  dothe  a  synner  that 
goth  agayn)  to  Ids  synne.  ^  The  Empresso  wrote  in  the  dorre  of 
synnefuH  men,  I  am  a  kyng  rewlyng  the  world ;  and  the  world  is  afi 
niyne,  that  is  to  sey,  alle  myne  hert  is  the  world,  and  the  world  ia 
aH  myn),  and  no  thyng  to  god.  H  The  lady,  that  went  aftir  to  the 
chirche  with  trumj)e8,  is  a  man  that  goth  witli  good  vertues,  not  alle 

'  Orn  *  ther  was.  ^  a  fpieto  dole. 
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be  pnnfieci  of  his  synnev,  but  neu<»-  to  tume  to  hem  ajen.  And 
^isyfoie  be  writitii  in  ])e  dore  of  LU  herte,  Infans,  &c.  She  is  an 
infannt,  towchyng*  83mne8  and  synnyng*,  Hanging*  at  ^  pappis  of 
feitll  and  of  hoope,  The  whicli  ben  two  pappis  of  the  cristjn  man, 
bj  fe  whicb  he  may  drawe  out  melke  of  goode  vertnys;  And 
wil&onte  vertays,  and  vrithonie  faith,  it  is  vnpossible  pat  a  man)  shaH 
be  safe.  Bat  whenne  the  Empeii^sse,  acil,  wickydnesse  of  )>e  deviH, 
balll  envie  to  such  a  man,  and  seyith,  **)>ovl  shalt  norissh  me  ij 
CbUderyn),'*  scil.  \j.  serpentis,  By  theise  serpentis  we  vndiistond 
pniyd  of  and  wrong«  couetise  of  fles^ ;  For  )>e  whicli  two  of[t]e  tyme 
a  HMUH  deyith.  And  yerfore  late  vs  eiier  be  abowte  so  to  plese  our 
god,  ^  we  mowe  come  to  ye  blissc  of  hevene,  &c 

[  LXV.  ] 

CICLADES  THE  EMPZflOUR 

(of  the  ingratitude  of  a  steward  towards  a  poor  man 

who  had  saved  his  life.) 

Ciclades  regnycl  a  wise  Einp<?rour  in  f  e  Cite  of  Home,  and  oner 
att  thingis  he  was  mercifuH.     And  it  happid,  as  lie  went  onj's 
by  a  forest,  thcr  mette  vrith  liim  a  pooi*  man.   And  whan  f  e  Emperoiir 
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only  to  be  purified  of  ali  his  synnes,  but  that  in  no  wise  from  hens 
forward  he  declyn)  to  synne  agayn).  And  therfore  it  is  written)  in 
the  dorre  of  thyri)  hert,  IT  I  ara  a  sowkyng  child,  that  is,  vnto  synne, 
and  hangyng  at  the  tetes  of  feith  and  hope,  the  whiche  are  ij.  tetes 
of  cristeiD  men,  by  the  whiche  we  now  draw  to  mylke  of  good 
Tertnes.  wherfore  with  outen  feith  it  is  ynpossiblo  to  be  saved, 
if  Also  by  feith  we  are  made  sauf*,  after  the  appostels  wordes.  The 
Empresse,  the  wyf  of  the  deveH,  that  is,  wikkednesse,  bathe  Envie  to 
•ache  a  man,  and  seith,  thou  shalt  norrissh  me  y.  sones,  that  are 
iH.  serpentes,  the  whiche  are,  pride  of  lyf*,  and  concupiscence  of  fiessh ; 
tot  the  whiche  two,  ofte  sithe  man  is  skyn)  gostly.  IF  Therfore  stodie 
ire  so  to  please  god  in  aH  thyng,  that  we  may  come  to  ever  lastyng 
loye  with  outen)  ende.     Amen. 

[  XX.  leaf  30,  bach  ] 

Nclides  in  the  Citee  of  Rome  Reigned,  a  fuH  wise  man,  and 
aboue  aU  thyng  he  was  m^rcyfuH.  It  happed  ones  as  he 
walked  by  a  forest^  he  mette  with  a  poore  man.     %  The 
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8awe  him,  he  saide  to  hym  wiiJi  a  grote  py te  and  mercy,  '^  Whem 
art  povLf  freud ) "  ''  Sir,"  quo]?  Jtb  o])^,  ''  I  am  your  man,  and  borne 
in  your  londe,  and  fallyn  in  to  gret  myechefe  and  nede."  ''For 
Bothe ''  quo]?  ye  Emperour,  ''  and  if  I  knewe  Jiat  yon  woldist  be  a 
ti^we  man,  I  sholde  avaunce  ))e  to  grette  digniteys  and  richessea 
And  what  ia  thi  name,  tel  me  ] ''  ''  sir,"  quo]?  he, ''  Lenticulua.  And 
I  be-hote  you  to  be  a  trewe  man ;  and  if  euer  ye  fmd  ouy  othir  wiih 
me,  I  woH  bynd  me  to  ail:  ))e  peyne  fat  ye  wott  deme."  And  when 
yo  £mp67'our  hvad  that,  He  arauucyd  him,  and  made  him  kn]^t^ 
and  stiwani  of  a&  his  empire.  And  when  he  was  this  i-hyeci,  he 
wex  prout ;  and  he  dofyed  hem  ^t  were  worthier  ftLn  he,  and  aette 
hem  at  nou3t,  and  simple  men  &  pooi^  men  he  spoiled.  And  yn  a 
tyme,  as  ho  roode  yn  to  ye  forest,  ho  commaundid  to  ye  foster,  ^at 
he  shulde  make  an  hunderith  depo  diches  in  )>e  forest,  and  cover 
them  wi't/i  wele  smelling*  hcrbis,  yai  ye  hestis  my^t  fali  in  hem.  If 
it  happid  hem  to  renne  out  of  ^e  forest.  And  ^e  foster  dude  as  he 
007/imaundid.  It  happid  af teiward,  ];at  yis  stiward  rood  to  ye  forests, 
to  see  ye  diches;  and  as  he  rood,  ho  thowte,  *'I  am  riche,  and 
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Emperour,  whan  he  sawe^  hym,  he  was  stered  witS  mercy,  and  seid, 
"of  whens  art  thoul"  he  said,  "sir,  I  am  your  man,  and  of  your 
lond  boni),  and*  am  poore  and  nedy."  ^  The  Empe^-our  said,  "yf 
I  wist  that  thou  were  traw,  I  shuld^  promote  the  to  richesse  ;  telle 
mo,  what  is  tlii  namel"  he  said,  '^euticuhis  is  my  name,  ^and  I 
wille*  be  trew  vnto*  you ;  and  yf '^  I  do  otherwise,  I  bynde  me  to* 
aH  payn)."  whan  the  Emperour  had  herd  this,  he  promoted  hym ; 
and  sone  afber  he^  made  hym  kuyglit,  and  ordeyned^  hym  stewaxd  of 
'his  Empire.^®  f  Whan  he  was  thus  I-lifte^^  vp,  his  hert  was 
enhaunsed  in^*  pride,  *passyng  ali^^  that  were  wortMor  than  he ;  he 
dispised  the  symple,  and  the  pooro  he\  dispoyled  and  robbed.  %  On 
a  tyme  whan^*  he  rode  by  a  forest,  he  comaundod  the  forster^  to 
make  an  hundred  pittes  right  depe  in  the  forest,  and  hille  hem  witll 
Bwete  herbes;  an(P^  yf  it  happed  ]>at  the  bestes  ronne  by  the  forest, 
thei  shuld  falle  into  the  pittes.  he^*^  said,  ^'sir,  thi  wills  shall  be 
do.^*"  f  After  this^*  it  happed,  that  the  ^bestes  ronne,  and  the^ 
Steward  rode  to  tlie  forest,  for  to  see  the  pittes ;  and  as  he  rode,  he 

'  met  with.  *  I.         •  sballe.         *  leaf  31.         *  vrole^  passim,        •  to. 

''  Om.        •in.         •  Oin.        *•  the  Emperour.         "  lifte.         "  with. 

**  Byngulerly,  so  that  alle.         "  as.         "  foreters.         '•  tliat  "  Thd. 

*•  done.  *•  ihis  than.  ^  C^ 
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L-maade  a  grot  lord,  and  aU  ]7o  Empiro  is  at  mj  ledyng*."  And 
with  fat  prowde  fo^tQ  he  emot  ])e  hoi-s  w/t/i  \iq  sporis,  and  sodenlicli 
fel  into  on  of  ^e  deppbt  dicLid,  ]>at  he  ordenyc^  to  be  made ;  and  he 
mjjie  by  no  way  passe  out,  For  he  was  cor^mlent  and  hevy.  and 
soone  after  j^is,  per  stert  in  to  Jie  same  dicn  an  hungery  lyon) ;  and 
when  pe  stiwanB  sawe  fat,  he  was  hyely  adra(¥.  And  then  soone 
after,  ]>er  fiH  in  an  Ape;  and  aft^r  ^e  Ape,  a  sez-pent.  And  whenne 
fe  stiwardf  was  ^is  wallid  abowte  wit/i  theise  iij.  bestis,  he  began  to 
twete  for  drede.  In  ]>is  same  tyme  fer  was  in  the  cite  a  pooi'  man, 
namyd  Gwido,  and  he  hadde  an  asse,  vriUt  )>e  which  asse  he  wolde 
go  enery  day  to  fe  forest,  for  to  gode?*  smati  wode ;  and  laade  his 
asse,  and  lode  it  to  ]>e  market,  and  solle  it,  and  so  susteyne  him  and 
his  wife,  for  mor^  hadde  he  not  to  lyvo  w/t/i.  So  this  poore  man 
oome  in  a  c^'rto^'no  day  to  ^0  forest,  foi'  to  gadir  slikkys,  as  lie  was 
wonj<l.  And  when  he  come  nye  (0  pitte,  fer  as  ^e  stiward  was  in. 
The  atiword  cryde,  and  saide,  ''Sir,  sir,  come  heder,  and  here  me,  and 
fan  slialt  like  it  for  euer ! "  And  ^  thenne  gwido  henng*  ^e  voys  of 
a  man),  he  hadde  grctte  wondir,  and  come  nei',  and  said,  ''  lo  I  I  am 
Iiaeie ;  what  art  ^ou  that  callist  mo  1"  Thenne  saide  he,  "  I  am,"  quo}) 
hBf  '*  the  stiward  of  pQ  Empire,  and  Jiorj  chaunce  I  am  faH  hei'  into 

*  leaf  198,  bock,  col.  2. 
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thought,  "  I  am  right  grete,  for  aH  *thyng  are^  at  my  biddyng.  Is 
there  any  god  but  11"  And  he  smote  the  horse  with  the  sporres, 
and  fille  into  one  of  the  pities,  that  before  he  had  ordeyned ;  and 
myght  not  out.  f  And  sono  afrir  bym  fille  a  lyou)  into  the  same 
pitte;  ^  ^And  aftir  the  lyon)  iillo^an  Ape;  and  'aftir  the  Ape^  a 
Serpent,  whan  the  Steward  was  llius  vnbesette^  wit^  thise  iij.^ 
bestca,  he  was  right  sor}^  H  Tbere  was  that^  tyme  in  the  Citee  a 
)H)ore  man,  whos  name  was  Guy,  that  had  no  thyngo  but  an  Asse, 
that  every  day  was  wonte  to  go  to  the  forest,  for  to  gadre  stikkes, 
and^  charge  his  iisse,  and^  lede  to  tlie  market  for^  to  selle;  and  so 
Fusteynecif  hyin  self^  and  his  wyf'.  %  And  as  Guy  went  in  to^^  the 
forest,  he  herd  ihe  Steward  out  of  the  j»itte  seiyng,  "0  1  doro  freud, 
what  so  ever  thou  art,  hero  me,  and  if  sliati  be  to  the  ever  wele." 
If  Guy,  whan  he  herd  a^^  voice  of  a  man,  he  stode  beside  the  pitte, 
aJid  scid,  "  lo !  I  am  here,  for  thou  called  me."     IT  Than  said  the 

^  tbinges  ben.        *  Om.        *  Ovk        *  byaet.        ^  Om.        *  in  that 
Mo.         'to.         •  Otn.         »•  Om.         "  thai.         »»  the. 
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]>is  (liclle ;  and  heere  is  beside  me  a  lioii),  and  an  ape^  and  a  Bcrpent^ 
and  I  ne  wote  of  whom  I  shoH  be  furst  devowiyd.  And  fer&jn, 
[for]  the  love  of  go<ly  gete  a  long*  corde,  by  ^  whiolL  I  may  be 
drawyn)  out  j  and  j  ▼ndirtake,  ^t  I  shali  avaunce  ]>e  and  aii  ^yne 
^erfoie  for  euer.  And  bat  I  soone  be  holpyn),  I  shaH  be  devowiid  bj 
theise  bestis."  Thenne  saide  gwido,  *'  p&t  were  harde  to  me  for  to 
dOy  for  I  hane  not  to  live  by,  but  ^t  I  gadra  wode  here  in  ^  forest^ 
^at  I  sett ;  and  if  I  go  abowte  piB  emnde,  I  most  thenne  lore  myne 
owne  ocnpacion) ;  and  ^6rf ore,  if  I  haue  not  of  you  for  my  labouTy  it 
woli'  be  to  me  and  to  my  wife  gret  lost  and  harme."  Then  answeirid 
Jye  stiward,  and  saide,  '^  By  ^  helthe  of  the  Emi)0roar,  my  loni^ 
and  by  ^  o^  that  I  haue  maade  to  him,  I  shall  to-morowe  ayamioe 
fe  and  all  thyne  to  grete  richesses,  If  ^n  wolt  do  so."  quoth 
gwydo,  "  I  shal  do  thi  bidding*."  He  went  home,  and  fette  a  long* 
rope ;  and  come  to  fe  pi  tie,  and  saide,  '^  Sir  stiwarde,  ^howe !  lodke 
vp !  for  I  caste  downe  a  long*  roope  here  to  the ;  and  ferfon  bynde  it 
abowte  )>i  medill,  and  I  shalle  draAve  jye  vp."  And  )^nne  pQ  stiwaid 
was  glad,  and  saide,  "Late  downe  the  corde;"  and  so  he  dude. 
And  when  )>e  lyon)  sawe  fe  corde  maade  redy  to  take  him  oute,  he 
stirte  yn  to  it.  And  whenne  gwido  f elte  a  grette  wey^t,  he  trowid 
]yat  it  hadde  y-be  pe  stiward ;  and  vndir  fat  trust  ho  drowe  vp  ^ 

*  ?  MS.  nowe. 
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knyght,  **  I  am  the^  Steward  of  the  Emp^raur,  and^  in  this  pitte  are 
with  me  a  lyon),  an  Ape,  and  a  serpent ;  and  I  wote  not  whiche  of 
thise  sbatt  iirst  devoAvre  me.  therfore,  for  goddes  love,  draw'  me 
out,  and  I  shaH:  wcle  promote  the,  For  but  I  sons  have  help,  of  thise 
iij.  bcstes  I  shall  be  devowre*)."  f  Guy  seid,  "  this  is  herd  to*  me 
to  do,  for  I  have  right  nought,  but  that^  I  gadre  stikkes,  and  selle 
hem,  and  therof*  am  I  susteyned.  Bnt  I  shaH  fulfilled  your  wille, 
and  yf '  I  have  nought  of  you,  it  shaH  be  'harmo  to  me.*"  %  The 
Steward  seid,  "  by  the  help*  of  the  Empcrour,  thou^®  and  afi  thyne 
to-morow  I  shaH  promote  to  grete  ricliesse."  IT  Guy  seid,  "  I  shatt 
do  that  thou  biddest"  he  ^^went  to  the  Citee,  and  bought  ^^  a  longe 
corde,  and  stode  on^  the  pitte  side,  and  lette  downe  the  corde,  and 
8  iid,  "  Steward,  come  vp  by  the  corde."     %  Whan  the  lyon)^*  aawe 

'  Om,        •  Om.        •  with  a  long  cord  draw.         *  for.        *  Om. 

*  do.        ^  Otti,        *  my  harme.        '  helihe.        *<*  the.        "  leaf  31,  baok. 
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lion) ;  and  when  fe  lion)  was  vp,  ho  mam)  a  man^  of  ioiyng<  to  him^ 
and  )>an  he  ran  to  j^e  wode.  And  thenno  Gwido  sent  down)  ^e  Roop 
ajcn.  And  thenno  ye  Ape  stirte  in  tope  Hoope,  or  corde,  and  so  gwido 
drowe  vp  pe  Ape  in  stede  of  Jie  stiwar^ ;  and  then  )>e  Ape  ran  ajen 
to  fe  wode.  Thenne  ]^  thirde  tymo  gwido  late  ]>e  Koope  go  downe, 
and  )^  serpent  stirte  in  to  it,  and  was  drawyu^  vp  as  were  ^  o^ ; 
and  moade  a  man^r  of  thonking*  to  pe  man,  and  ^ede  his  way  to  ^e 
wode.  And  thenne  spake  ])e  stiwart)  to  him,  ''Deei^  frend,  nowe 
^ou  hast  faire  deliu^ryd  me  of  theise  thre  bestis,  Nowe  late  pe  corde 
faU,  and  I  shati:  come  yp."  the  man  late  pe  corde  fidi,  and  fe 
fltiward  gurde  him  per  in,  and  was  drawyii)  vp.  Whenne  he  was  vp, 
he  saide  to  gwido,  *'  come  to-morowe  at  noon  to  pe  palys,  and  I  shafi 
avaonce  pe  for  en^r."  Thonne  gwido  was  ghu),  and  went  home 
wtt^onte  ony  stickys  or  wode.  And  whenne  his  wife  sawe  )>at.  She 
askid  of  hi7?i,  whi  ^at  he  hadde  not  gaderid  stiokis,  wherby  ^at  )>ei 
myjte  have  hire  sustynaunce  that  day.  And  thenne  he  tolde  hire 
afi  pe  processe,  as  ys  saide  afore,  How  ^e  stiward  fett  in  to  ))6  diche, 
and  howe  he  delinared  him,  and  howe  he  shaH  receyve  periore  hia 
nieede  on  pe  morow.  And  when  she  hadde  hurde  pes  wordis^  she 
was  rigllt  glaci,  and  saide,  ''  Late  vs  nowe  be  mery,  and  in  pe  morowe 

[Second  Vernon,     Addit,  MS.  9066.] 

the  corde,  he  sterte  therto,  and  heir?  it  strongly.  Guy  wend  he  had 
drawcn)  vp  the  knyght,  and^  drewe  vp  the  lyon);  and^  whan  the 
lyon)  was  drawee)  vp,  he  lowtcd  to  hym,  and  ranne  to  the  wode. 
[Then  the  second  tymo  he  lete  downe  the  corde.  The  ape  saw  that, 
and  lepe  therto,  and  so  he  was  draw  no  vp  ;  and  thankyd  hym  on  his 
manor,  and  went  to  the  wode.  The  iij.  tyme  he  let  don)  the  corde. 
The  serpent  saw  that,  and  sterb  therto,  and  was  drawyn  vp ;  and 
lowtyd  to  hym,  and  went  to  the  wode.^]  ^  Than  the  stewani  seid, 
"  now  am  I  delynered  of  iij.*  bestes,  lette  downe  now  the  corde  to 
me,  that  I  may  as8cn(K"  and  so  it  Avas  done,  he  knytte  it  fast 
abont  his  arse,  and  Guy  drew  hym  out  IF  And  than  said*  the 
knyght,  "come  to-morow  at  none  to  the®  paleys,  and^  I  shaH  make 
the  richo  for  ever."  f  Guy  was  loyfuH,  and  went  home  voide.  his 
wyf  asked  whi  he  had  gadred  no  stikkes,  of  the  whiche  thei  myght 
lyve  that  day.  he  told  her  how  he  had  delyuered  the  Steward  out 
of  the  pitte ;  and  the®  next  day  folowyng  he  shuld  yeve  hym  worthi 
mode.     IF  his  wyf  was  glad,  and  said,  "  lette  vs  be  of  good  comfort ; 

'  but  he.        •  On^.        *  Sttjfjflied  from  C.        *  thes  H}.        •  seyd  to  hym. 

«  my.  ^  Om.  •  that. 
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aryse,  and  go  fecfe  our  meede."  On  fe  mopowe  gwido  rose  vp,  and 
went  to  pe  palys,  an[d]  knockidf  at  fe  ^aie;  and  )>e  porter  comey 
and  askic)  ])e  cause  of  his  knockyng*.  And  theniie  saide  Gwido, 
''sir,  I  pray  you,  for  goddis  love,  go  to  ])e  stiward,  anci  ^ telle  him 
that  here  stondith  at  po  jate  a  poore  man,  that  spake  with  him 
^isterday  in  fe  forest"  And  ^e  porter  hi^te  for  to  do  it ;  and  ^ede 
to  the  stiward,  and  tolde  him  ho  we  ))at  ^er  was  a  poor*  man  at  p9 
3ate,  to  abide  hym,  fat  spake  witJt  him  in  the  forest  And  when  he 
hadde  saide  ^is  message,  pe  stiward  baad  him  go  a3en,  and  telle 
him,  J^at  he  lyeth  in  his  hed,  For  per  spake  noon)  with  him  perc ; 
and  he  sent  him  worde,  ^at  he  sholde  go,  ^t  he  neuer  sawe  hym. 
And  thenne  ^e  port^  come  to  fe  jate,  an(|  tolde  to  Gwido  the 
answere  of  the  stiward,  and  howe  he  baad  ^at  he  sholde  hye  him  fro 
]>e  jate,  vp  peyne  of  worse ;  For  he  saide,  fai  he  lyed  in  his  sawis. 
And  whenne  Gwido  hurde  Jiis,  ho  wax  rijt  hevy,  and  went  home^ 
and  tolde  his  wife,  Howe  ])at  po  stiwarde  saide.  And  thenne  his 
wife,  as  a  goode  woman,  comfortid  him,  and  saide  to  him,  ^at  he 
sholde  go  an  ofer  tyme,  and  prevo  fe  stiward.  When  morowe  come, 
he  rose,  and  went  a3en  to  ^e  palys,  prayng*  ^e  porter  ^at  he  shulde 
go  ajen,  and  say  his  erende.  The  porter  saide,  ''  I  woH  gladly,  but 
I  drede  )>at  it  woH  not  profite  Jie."  He  went  to  po  stiward,  and 
shewid  him  ]>at^  \>q  poore  man  was  comyn)  a^en.     And  whenne  the 

*  leaf  199,  col.  1.  »  |?at  \>tit,  MS. 
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thorfore  rise  the  day  and  the  houre,  and  go  to  the  man  for  the  reward.* 
IF  On  the^  other  day  he  went  to  the  paleys,  and  spake  to  the  porter, 
and  said,  "I  pray  the,  go  to  the  Steward,  and  telle  hym,  that*  the 
man  is  here  with  the  wliiche  ho  spake  yistiixlay."  ^  The  porter 
went  to  the  knyght,  and  said  the  herand  ^and  the  message.'  The 
knyght  said,  "  none  spake  with  nie ;  Ictte  hym  go  his  way,  that  I  se 
hym  not"  Hhe  porter  bad  him  go  liis  way.  If  whan*  Guy  herd 
this,  ho  was  sory,  and  went  homo,  and  told  his  wyf  ait  hhe  matir.* 
his  wyf  comforted  hym  in^  all  that  she  myght,  and  said,  "go^  to 
hym  anotlier  tyme,  and  assay e."  f  he  went  another  day®  to  the 
paleys,  and  praied  the  porter  to  spede  his  nedes.  the  pori^r  went  at 
his  praiyng*  to  the  steward,  and  shewed  to  hym  the  comyng  of  the 

I  that         '  Onh         '  Otn.         <  Om.        *  that  was  fallen.         '  Om. 
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sftiwar^  huide  )Nit,  he  went  to  ]7e  ^ate  in  a  grete  anger ;  and  ]7er 
Lenticolus  pe  stiwaide  bette  Gwido  ]7e  poore  man  so  soore,  )?at  he 
Ittfte  him  halfe  ded.  Whenne  his  wife  himle  )>i8,  she  come  witA 
liire  asse,  and  ^afe  ]>e  stiwarde  hire  blessing^  Wit^  ]>e  lefte  bond ;  and 
eazeydf  horn  hire  husbond,  and  spend  on  him  ali  )>at  she  niy^te  gete, 
tiH  he  hadde  his  helth.  And  whenne  he  was  hole,  he  went  to  fe 
wode  as  he  was  wonyd  to  do,  for  to  gadery  wodc.  And  in  a  ce^-tayne 
iyme,  as  )>is  gwido  was  in  ^e  wode,  he  sawe  a  lyoh)  afer,  and  x.  assis 
afofe  him,  and  aH  pe  assis  were  chargyd  wtt/i  diuejue  marchaudiso ; 
and  pe  lion)  brou^te  ali  to  Gwido.  Gwido  drad ;  but  when  he  kidde 
biholden  wel  ^e  lion),  he  knewo  wel  in  hym  selfe  }>at  it  was  ))o  same 
Hod)  ^t  he  savid  fro  fe  dich ;  and  fe  lion)  wold  neuer  leeve  him,  til 
ijme  ]^t  aH  ]9e  assis  wcere  comyn)  in  to  liis  house ;  and  thenne  he 
bowid  down)  wiUi  his  he(?,  and  thonkid  him  by  his  tokenyng*. 
Thenne  gwido  openyd  ])e  Fardelys,  and  he  fond  feria  gret  diue/'sito 
of  goodis ;  and  thenne  he  dude  mak  a  prodamacion),  ]7at  if  ony  man) 
hadde  Llost  x.  assis  with  hire  fardels,  come  to  him,  and  ]^y  sliiildo 
haue  hem ;  but  ^er  was  no  man  ])at  wolde  chalenge  hem.  And  then 
Gwido  solde  ]»e  marchauntyse,  and  bou3t  liim  tenementys  and  othir 
manfr  of  goodis,  ^at  he  was  y-maad  a  rich  man) ;  and  ^it  ho  Tsi((  )>e 
wode  as  he  dude  afor*,  and  gaderid  wode.     Hit  liappid  in  a  certayno 
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pore  man.  the  Steward,  whan  he  herd  this,  he  went  and  bete  I'im, 
and  lefte  hym  halfe  on  lyve.  IF  his  wyf  herd  that,  and  como  to 
hym,  and  put  hym  on  his  asse,  and  ledde  hym  home ;  and  that  she 
had,  she  spended  vpon^  mcdecynes,  and  eo  he  was  made  hole.  Than 
he  went  agayn)  t.>  the  wood  with  his  asse,  for  to  gadre  stikkes.  IF  It 
fille  on  a  day,  wlian  Guy  went  to  the  wood,  he  pawe  a  lyoii),  and 
before  hym  .x.  asses  chargcde  with  dyuc7-8o  chaffare.  The  ]yon) 
bronght  hem  aH  before  liym.  Guy  was  aferde,  but  whan  ho  hade 
wisely  buhold  Hhe  lyori),'  he  knew  wele^  the  lynn),  \he  whiche*  he 
drew  out  of  the  pitte,  And  *  wlian  aH  the  Asses  were  entred  into  his 
house,  the  lyoii)  cnclyned  his  hede,  and  went®  ayene  to  the  woodi*. 
IT  Guy  opened  the  pakkes,  and  founde  moche  merchaundise.  he 
went,  and  did  enquere^  in  chirches'  and  markettes,  yf*  any  man 
hadde  lost  chafifUre  with  asses,  that^®  he  shuld  come  to  hym ;  but 

'  it  on.         •  (hn,        *  it  was.        *  that.        *  leaf  82.        •  so  went; 
'  gpere.  •  kyrkea.  •  that  it  ^"^  On. 
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day,  as  he  went  to  ^  wode,  ^t  he  sawe  fe  Ape,  ^  whicli  he  drowe 
out  of  ^  pitte,  sitting*  in  ye  top  of  a  tre,  and  wttA  hire  tetli  and  with 
liire  pawis  roggyd  and  Rent  a-downe  branchis  and  wode,  in  as  modi 
qaantite  as  Gwido  hadde  nede  of  to  charge  wiUt  ]iis  asse ;  and  whan 
^e  asse  was  chargid,  fe  ape  ran  to  ]>e  wode.  Thenne  Gwido  went 
horn,  and  come  ajon  J)e  thirde  day,  and  cutte  ardowne  wode ;  and 
thenne  he  sawe  )>e  serpent  come  to  him,  whom  he  helpyd  owt  of  ^ 
dich;  and  she  hadde  in  hire  mowthe  a  stoxi)  y-colouxii)  -with  a 
thref olde  oolonr,  and  she  late  hit  faii:  in  ]>e  lappe  of  gwido.  Whenne 
she  hadde  so  y-don),  she  kist  his  feet,  and  ran  to  the  wode  a^en. 
And  thenne  gwido  hiely  menrelid  of  what  verta  ^is  stone  was,  and 
went  to  a  ston^r,  and  saide  to  hym,  ^*  good  man),  I  pray  ^e  teA  mo 
]>e  verta  of  ^is  ston,  and  I  shaH  rewarde  ]>e  for  ^i  meede."  Thenne 
when  ]}e  stoner  hadde  I-seyn)  fe  stoii),  he  saide  to  hym,  '^  I  shaH  ^ive 
^e  an  G.  marke  for  ])is  stou)."  '<  Nay,"  quo^  Gwido,  **  I  wdi  not  seii 
it,  tiii:  tyme  ])at  I  knewe  ^e  vertu  feroV*  Thenne  saide  ye  stonar, 
« ])is  stoh)  hathe  i^'.  vertuys ;  the  f  rust  T^rta  is,  )>at  who  so  exxer  have 
^it,  he  shaH  hane  euermore  ioy  with  onto  hevinesse ;  The  secnnde  is, 
that  he  ahati:  haue  habondaunce  wiUiovite  defawto ;  The  thirde  is,  he 
shaH  haue  li3t  wtt^oute  derkenesse ;  and  ^erto  he  y$i  hatli  it  shaH 

*  leaf  199,  ool.  2. 
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there  was  none  found'.  Kotwithstondyng^  thise  richesse,  he  went 
agayn)  to  the  woode,  for  to  gadre  slikkcs,  with  his  asse.  IF  It 
hAppedf  on  a  day  as  he  went  to  the  woode,  he  sawe  the  Apo,  that  he 
drew  oute  of  the  pitto,  in  the  croppo  of  a  tree,  brekyng  stikkes  with 
his  handes,  and  with  his  tetho ;  aiid  cast  downe  as  many  stikkes  as 
lie  nede(),  to  lade  with  Lis  Asse,  and  wente  home.  ^  Another  day^ 
lie  ^vent  to  the  wood,  and  he'  sawe  a-ferre  a  serpent,  beryng  in  his 
mouthe  a  stone  of  .iij.  colours,  the  whiche  he  gaf*  hym,  and  wente 
agayne  ^to  the  woode.^  ^  Guy  had  wondir  of  ^the  stone,^  and  wente 
to  a  lapydarye,  to  aske  of  what  vortu  it  was.  he  aunswered,  and 
said,  it  hadde  .iij.  vertues.  IF  The  first  vertu  is  this^ ;  he  that  'liave 
this,^  shfi^  have  ioye  with  out  hcvyncsse.  IF  The  second  is,  he  shaH 
liave  habundaunce^  with  out  defaute.  IF  The  thirde  is,  he  shaU  have 
light  without  derknesse.     also  he  that  'hath  it,  and^  shaH  selle  it^ 

*  And  notwithstondyng.  '  tyme.  '  Om,         *  Om,         •  this. 
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jieudr  haue  power  to  selle  it,  wtt/ioute  pat  lie  Hecey ve  pernor  as  inuche 
as  it  is  wortb ;  For  if  he  do  )>e  Contrary,  })e  ston)  shaH  come  to  him 
a^en.'*  And  thenne  gwido  was  glad  y-nowe,  and  saide,  ''  in  a  goode 
tyme  I  drowe  out  pe  bostis  out  of  ^e  dich/'  And  by  verta  of  ]>e 
ston)  he  gate  many  and  gret  habundances  of  goodis,  so  ]>at  he  was  a 
grete  and  a  myjty  man,  and  gret  was  his  possession).  And  wtt^Inne 
short*  tyme,  word  come  to  )>e  Eraperonr,  howe  Gwido  had  a  ston)  of 
grete  vdrtu.  And  ^enne  the  Empeix>ar  sent  to  him,  and  bad  ]>at  he 
sholde  come  to  liim.  And  when  ho  was  y-come,  pe  Emperour  saide 
to  hym,  "  Deei'  frend,  I  hurde  telle  ^t  ]>ou  were  some  tyme  in  a 
gret  pouerte,  and  nowe  ])ou  art  a  gret  riche  man,  thorowe  Ydrtu  of  a 
precious  ston) ;  I  pray  pe  selle  to  me  J^at  ston)."  *'  Sir,"  quo^  Gwido, 
**  I  dare  not  do  ^at ;  For  I  am  sikir  of  iij.  thingis  as  long*  as  I  haue 
jMit  stoii),  Bcil.  to  hauo  icy  wii^oute  sorowe,  liabundaunce  wtti^oute 
defaut,  and  li3t  wit/ioute  derkenesse."  And  when  ye  Emperour 
hurde  fis,  he  was  )>e  mooi'  y-temptyd  to  ))e  ston)  then  he  was  afore, 
and  pedoi^  he  saide  to  him  in  J^is  manar,  "  Chese  ^e  on  of  theise  two, 
or  to  passe  out  of  myno  empire  for  euer,  vriih  aR  fi  kynred,  or  Ellys 

[Second  Versim.     Addit,  MS.  9066.] 

but  yf  he  have  as  moche  as  it  is  worthe,  it  shall  come  home^  agayn) 
to  hym."  IT  Guy,  whan  ho  herd^  this,  he  said,^  "in  a  good  tyme  I 
drewe  tlie  bcstes  out  of  the  pitto  ! ''  by  the  vertu  of  this^  stone  he 
gate  moche  good,  and^  so  moche,  tliat  he  was  made  a  knyght,  and 
gate  many  possessions.  ^  Anon)  aftir  tbis,^  it  was  no  counsaile,  but 
it  was  shewed  to  the  £mpe9*our,  tliat  Guy  had  a  stone  of  grete  vertu. 
IT  The  Emperour  seut  to  hym  a  messanger,  that  he  shuld  sone  come 
to  hym,  ^at  a  certayn)  day.^  IF  Guy,  whan  he  was  come,  the  Emperour 
said  to  hym,  "  Frend,  I  have  herd  said,  that  some  tyme  thou^  were 
in  grete  pouerte,  and  now  by  the  vertu  of  a  stone  ^thou  arte*  made 
riche.  I  pray  the,  selle  me  that  stone."  IT  he  said,  "  sir,  y  may 
not,  for  I  am  certayn),  that  as^^  longe  as  I  have  the  stoue,  I  ^ha^  be^^ 
siker  of  iij.  thynge^.  f  The  firste  is,  I  shaU  have  loye  without 
hevynesse.  The  second  is,  habundaunco  with  oute  defaute.  The 
thiitle  is,  light  without  derknesse."  IT  The  Emparour,  whan  he  had 
herd  this,  he  was  more  covetouse  of  the  stoue,  and  said  to  hym, 
''  chese  of  ij.  thynges,  other  thou  shalt  out  of  mj  Empire,  with  M 

'  On.         *  had  herd.         '  wm  right  glad,  and  seyde.         *  tbe. 
'in.  *  Om,  ^  in  to  a  ecrten  place.  '  ye.  '  ye  be. 
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to  Belle  mo  ))e  ston)."  Then  saide  he,  ''sir,  if  it  wott  noon  oper  be, 
do  as  }o\x  wolt ;  Neuerbhelese  I  wott  wame  ye  of  ye  pmH,  aeiL  )ial 
but  yon  ^ive  me  as  mocli  for  )>e  ston)  as  it  is  worth,  douteles  it  woH 
turne  to  me  i^en."  Thenne  saide  ]>e  £mp/?rour,  "  I  shatt  jive  ]>e  ft 
M^  marke  ^tfrfor."  And  wheune  yat  was  payc^,  he  tooke  him  ye 
stoii),  and  jede  hom,  and  tolde  his  wife  of  ye  baigayno.  And  as 
soone  as  yej  openyd  hire  cofer,  for  to  put  in  hire  golde,  yei  sawo 
hire  ston)  afore  hem,  ligging*  yerlnne.  And  when  she  sawe  it,  aha 
baacl  him  take  it,  and  bei*  it  a^cn  in  att  haste  yet  mj^i  he^yet  ye 
Emperour  put  not  to  vs  no  treson)  ne  gyle.  So  Gwido  dude  in  dede, 
and  saide  to  him,  ''  sir,  jistorday  I  soldo  you  a  ston),  and  nowe  I 
woldo  se  him  ajen."  Thenne  ye  Emperour  went  to  his  trosoor ;  and 
whenne  he  cowth  not  fyndo  it^  he  was^  hevy,  and  come  a^n  to  him, 
and  shewid  not  to  him  ]>e  ston).  Then  saide  gwido,  **  sir,  heyj  yoa 
not,  for  I  saide  to  you  yat  I  myjte  not  selle  you  ye  8to]])|  no  lease 
yen  I  receyvid  yeriore  the  t'rewe  value ;  and  so  jtst^rday  ye  gafe  me 
a  W.  marc  for  the  ston),  and  yia  day  I  fonde  it  in  my  chest,  and  hei' 

'  MS.  repeati  he  was. 
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thi  progenye,  or  thou  shalt  selle  me  the  stone."  IF  "  Sir,"  he  ^seid, 
"  I  wore  lothe  to  offcnde  you ;  and  theifore,  yf  ye  wille  bye  the  stone, 
I  slmH  fulfille  your  wille.  but  first  I  shatt  shcwe  you  the  perile  of 
the  stone,  f  Sir,*  but  yf  ye  ycvo  me  as  moche  therfore  as  it  is 
worthe,  with  outen  doute  the  stone  shatt  come*  ayene  to  me." 
IT  The  Erap^'our  said,  "  I  shatt  yeve  the  sufficiantly,  for  thou  shalt 
have  of  me  a  thousand  pounde.*"  Guy  toko  the  money  of  hym,  and 
delyucred  hym  the  stone,  atte  morow  Guy  opened  his  chest,*  and 
founde  the  stone,  and  told  his  wyf  of  the  chaunce.  IT  She  seid, 
**  00  !  sir,  go  fast  to*  the  Emp^rour,  and  take  hym  agayn)  the  stone, 
lest  he  put  to  vs  gyle  or  fraud e."  IF  Guy  wente  to  the  Eroperour, 
and  said,  '*  Sir,  yisterday  I  sold  to  you  a  stone ;  I  wold  gladly  ee 
it."  the  Emperour  went  to  his  tresorye,  and  foxmd  not  tie  stone, 
he  come  forthe  hevy  vnto  Guy,  and  said,  he^  had  lost  the  stone. 
IT  Than  said  Guy,  **  sir,  be  not  lievy,  for  I  said  to  you  before,  that  I 
myght  not  selle  the*  stone  vnto  I  had  resccived  the  valew.  lo  I 
here  your*  thousand  mark*,  that  ye  gaf*  me  for  the  stone,  For  I  this 
day  found  it^®  in  my  chest ^^ ;  and  happely  *but  yf  I  had^*  brought  it" 

*  leaf  32,  back.         '  Om.        •  come  home.        *  mnro.        •  hnch. 
'  agayn  to.        ^  that  he.       '  my.       '  in  your.       '*  the  8tone.       ''  bnehe. 
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I  have  him."  And  when  fe  Emperoor  sawe  ^  ston),  he  had  gvet 
msrvaile,  and  aaide  to  him,  ''by  ]>e  feittl  ^t  >oa  art  holdyii)  yn)  to 
me,  telle  me  howe  .)at  fao,  come  to  ^is  stone  fint"  Ihenne  /saide 
gwido,  **mt  by  >e  feilh  )»t  I  am  boondyn)  ynne  to  yon,  lahaB  tett 
yon  ^  aotiL  Your  atiwazii,  fai  je  bioujt  vp  of  nonjti  maade  many 
depe  dichiB in  ^  foieat;  and  ao  be  Mt  yn  on)  <Kf  hem,  and  myjte 
not  aiiae  out  a^en,  for  depnesae.  After  it  hiqppici,  y$i  a  lyon),  an 
ape,  and  a  aerpent,  &&  in  to  him.  And  ftt  tyme  I  waa  pooie^  I  vakl 
^t  tyme  for  to  gadre  wode  in  ^  fiireat,  and  bringe  it  horn  with  myne 
ease.  And  aa  I  waa  ^  in  a  oertayne  tyme,  for  to  gadre  wade,  the 
atiward  cryd  to  me,  ^t  I  aholde  drawe  him  ont  of  ^  paritt  )»at  he 
waa  lane  fere,  ^and  fro  fe  venymona  beatia  )»t  he  waa  among*;  ancl 
he  aaide  ^at  he  wolde  ^arfore  anannce  me  and  aii  my  kyn,  and  aware 
gret  othia  to  fulfiUe  it^  If  I  delinared  him;  and  for  ytA  biheat  .1 
caate  downe  a  long*  oorda  I  tiowid  tb  bane  y-drawe  himaeUe  y|^ 
and  drowe  vp  a  Ijotd;  I  drowe  vp  an  ape^  and  tfaenne  a  aarpept.; 
and  at  ))e  laate  I  drowe  vp  }e  atiwarJ,  ^t  aoni)  tyme  waa  namyd 
LenUcolna,  no  bettar  than  a  beggsr.    And  )e  lioid  hatb  aitll  payd 

*  leaf  199,  back,  col.  1. 
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to  you  ayene,  ^  wold  have  ahewecl  me  myne^  offenoe."  IT  The 
Emperoor,  whan  he  aawe  the  stone,  he  mervailed,  and  aaul,  *^  Bj  the 
foithe  thou  owest  to  me,*  say  how  thon  cameat*  by  the  stone!" 
IT  Guy  said,  "by  the  fai^  that  I  owe  to  you,  I  shatt  telle  you  the 
irouthe.  youre  steward,  that  ye  promoted  of^  nought,  did  make 
many  depe  pittes  in  yoor  foieat.  and  he,^  aa  he  rode  ^mavised, 
fille*  into  one,*  and  myght  not  come  dht,  for  the  jAtte  waa  depe.  It 
happed  wele,^  that  aftei'  hym  ftlle  a  ly(m>,  an  Ape,  and  a  Sezpente, 
into  the  same  pitte.  and  I  waa  that  tyme  poore,  and  wente  vnto* 
the  Forest  with  my  Aaae,  l!cyr  to  gadre  stikkes ;  and  aa  I  wente,  he 
cried  to  me,^  that  I  shnld  help  hym  out  of  the  pitte,  and  firo^  penle 
of  detiie,  by  cauae  he  waa  amonge  suche^  periUoua  bestea.  and 
trewly  he  bight  to  me  vnUti  an  othe,  that  he  ahnld  promote  me  and 
ifi  my  progeny  to  richesse.  %  And^  whan  I  herd  uiia,  I  gate  maa 
longe  rope,  and  lette  it  into  the  pitte,  and  trowed  I  ahuld  ^w  hym 
to  me ;  and  I  drewe  vp  the  lyou),  and  aftir  hym  the  Ape,  and  than 
the  Serpent ;  'and  atte^  last  I  drewe  vp  the  Steward.    IT  The  lyon) 

*  OQ  me  lightly  ye  shoM  put.        '  oome.        'fro.        *  Om, 

*  on  a  day  onauytyd,  he  fylle.        *  the  one.        ^  Om,        *  in  to.        '  Om. 
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BW  z.  aaris  ehafgid  wtl^  6inerm  m^rcliAiuidifle ;  The  ape  )afe  me  ae 
modi  irode  aa  mjne  aaae  wolde  bei*;  and  ^  asrpeiii  gafe  me  fk 
fredom  alone ;  and  jour  athrani  grfe  me  ao  man j  gni  wondii  aad 
atiokiay  ^t  be  lefte  me  for  d&&,  and  I  wm  borne  boma  Tp  oii  aa 
aaae.**  When  fe  "Empenm  bude  ftA,  be  wm  bi^  merid  m  m jiida 
ajen  )»e  atnnvd,  and  made  bim  to  eome  f ortl^  and  f owle  lefnewH 
bim.  The  atiwaicl  atoode  atiB  like  a  beeat^  for  be  eoirthe  nol  deaij^ 
it ;  and  ^enne  fe  Empaixmr  aaide  to  hmiy  **  A I  wieei^  a !  Idaa 
bagger!  loo!  TBieaonabifi  beetia  aa  }e  Iknd,  fet^pe,  and  )»e  aetpcnl^ 
bane  tbanlrid  bim,  andiewaidid  bim  bia  meede  ibr  bia  meede  I  and 
^00,  ^  ait  a  reaooabiR  man,  beat,  for  bia  aoooairyng*  ftti  be  aoeonfyd 
^  ny  b(Bt  bim  to  detb ;  and  ferfoie,  fidae  wreeche,  }(m  ahalt  }m  day 
be  bongid  in  }e  Sebet^  and  be  ahaH  bane  bB.  fi  kmdla,  and  be  aHwaal 
in  fi  atede."  And  eo  it  waa  in  dede,  for  fe  atiwaid  was  y-bongid^ 
and  Qwido  waaaet  in  nis  stede,  and  wan  lore  of  itf  men,  ft  in  fidie 
peae  endid  bia  lift. 
^  .  •  ■ 
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yaf  me  .z.  aasea  duuged  with  dyoene  marcbaondiae ;  The  Ape  jwP 
me  stikkeay  aa  many  aa  mjrd  Aase  myght  here ;  The  serpent  jwP  me 
this  pteciona  Stone, the wfaidie  I  haveBok)  to  ^you;  bat  the Stewaid 
bete  me,  and  wonndedf  me  grenonaly,  ptA  I  waa  bon)  home  on  mjiii 
aaae."  IT  The  Emperoor,  whan  he  heni  thia,  he  waa  gretly  aterod  in 
hym  aelf  agayn)  the  Steward,  and  sent  for  hyai ;  IT  And  whan  be 
waa  come,  the  Emp^rour  yndirtoke  hym*  of  the  cryme'  that  he  did 
to  Ony ;  and  he  atode  stille,  and  aonsweied  not,  for  he  myght  not 
denye^  it  IT  Than  said  ^e  Umparonr, ''  O !  thoa  wreeehe,  Tnreaon* 
able  beatef  ,  aa  the  lyon^,  the  Ape,  and  the  Serpent,  yelded  hym  mede, 
because  he  drew  hem  out  of  Uie  pitte  ynprnied ;  and  thou,  thai  ait 
a*  resonable  man,  and  for  his  good  purpoae  that  delyufred  the  fro 
ibi*  deth,  for  hia  mede  thou  bete  hym^  nere  to  the  delhe.  IT  For 
the*  whiche  dede  I  deme  the  this  day  to  be  hanged  *on  the  Oibbette^* 
and  aU  thi  kmdea  I  yeve  to  Sir  Guy;  and  in  tin  stede  I  make  bym 
Stewaid."  IT  Whan  the  Steward  waa  hanged  on  the  Oibbette,  Sff 
Ony  ocupied  bis  pkce,  the  whiebe  waa  loyed  of  alt,  and  ao  in 
ended  bia  lyf . 

Meaf  88.        *  Om.        '  wnmg.        «  deuoyde.        •  Om.       *  the. 
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Deere  frendie,  fiB  Emperonr  is  ^  fiulir  of  Herene.  The  pooie 
man,  ^  is  eo  avanncyd,  is  ^  pooxe  man  comyng*  oat  of  his 
moder  wombe,  and  avanncyd  heei'  to  wordly  liclieeees  and 
posMasions;  and^crfoiesaietll^P&alm,  Dej^ercatisenyeiwjxii^wr^ 
vi  mUa  ciaa  pHndjnbw^  He  zeeede  ^  poore  man  firo  fiUKede  and 
totdiSy  and  to  eette  liim  among*  prineis.  And  eo  fer  ben  man j  ftA 
ben  ^is  anauncyd.  And  theone  thei  neythir  knowe  god  ne  hem 
mitd;  they  make  dioerse  and  depe  dichee,  bcU.  malice  and  wiokidr 
neese  ajenst  ^e  pooro,  in  ye  which  fe  deael  offce  tyme  maldtil  hem 
aeUe  to  hXt;  And  ^^rfore  it  is  y-md  fwi,Q^i/ai»eam fecit altetifBepe 
inddU  in  ean^  He  ^t  makitll  a  didl  to  an  othir,  offce  tyme  fidlitll 
^erlnne  him  selfe;  And  yu  shewid  wele  by  Maidoche.  And  }e 
man  Gwido,  ^t  goitb  in  ye  forest  wttA  his  asse  for  wode,  is  edhe 
rijtwismai]),  ^t  goitil  in  ye  forest  of  this  wordle,  and  gaderitH 
merytorie  werkis ;  and  he  makitll  his  asse.  sol.  his  body,  here  hem, 
fey  the  whiche  ye  sonle  may  be  ^orified  in  ye  blisse  of  heyene ;  and 
so  he  finditb  his  wife.  edL  his  conscience,  and  his  childezyn),  soL 
Tsrtnys.  And  in  the  didl  of  ye  stiward  falUtb  a  lion),  an  ape,  and  a 
serpent ;  and  so  ofte  tyme  &llitll  ye  lioxi)  in  ye  kynrede  of  Inde,  neU. 
god  wit^  a  synnar,  as  ofte  tpoe  as  he  is  redy  to  jive  him  grace ;  and 

[Second  Vemon.    AMU.  M£L  9066.] 

Y  Sedarado.  WoishipfoH  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Fadir 
of  heveii).  the  poore  man,  that  was  promoted,  is  man,  bond  C|^  his 
n^odir  naked  and  feble,  that  ofte  tyme  is  promoted  to  richesM  and 
dignytees ;  IT  wherfore  many  so  promoted  now  neither  god  nor  hem 
ae&,  but  maken)  dyaarse  pittes,  that  is,  maHoe  and  wikkedneM,  that 
thai  ordeyn)  agayn)  symple  men,  into  the  whiche  pittes  often  ^ruies 
the  dereli  makedi  h^  iaUe.  ^  Ouy,  the  whiche  went  with  his  asse 
to  the  Forest,  is  eche  rightfatt  man,  that  in  the  Forest  of  this  W<^d 
gadreth  meritorie  weikes,  and  maketil  his  Asse  to  here  hem,  that 
is»  his  body,  by  the  whiche  the  sonle  may  be  glorified  in  the  erer 
Issbrng  tabernacle  of  god.  %  And  so  his  wyf  ,  ^t  is,  his  consc^ce, 
or  his  children),  that  are  good  vertues,  he  norisshetli  and  fedetlL 
f  In  the  dyke  of  the  Steward  fille  the  lyon),  the  Ape,  and  the 
Serpent.  IT  So  ofte  sithes  with  the  synner,  the  verrey  lyoii)  of  the 
kynrede  of  luda,  that  is,  god,  he  discendith,  as  ofte  as  he  is  redy  to 
yeye  grace  to  a  synner.    f  Qny,  that  drew  out  the  lyoid,  is  a  right- 
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ferof  seiytll  damd  ^e  propheto,  Cum  ipso  sum  in  trifjuIaeumBy  &e.  I 
am  with  fo  synfuH,  seiytll  god  bi  his  prophet  heio,  in  his  tribulacioii). 
Owido  drowe  out  fe  lioii),  sct7.  ^e  ri3twi8mah)  drswitb  out  by  fe  eorde 
of  vertuys.  Also  he  drowe  out  an  ape,  set?,  ^e  wiH,  oontraiy  to 
lesoxi),  BciL  whan  it  is  maade  obedient  to  reson),  for  among'  a&  bestis 
ye  ape  is  most  likenyd  to  a  man),  and  so  wiH,  among*  aH  powers  of 
fe  soule,  it  is  most  specially  to  be  licnyd  to  reson),  senZl  to  assent 
and  drawe  ynto  him.  Also  he  drowe  out  a  serpent,  set7.  penaunce, 
and  ^at  for  ij.  skelis ;  The  serpent  berith  in  his  tunge  medecyii),  and 
in  his  taile  venym) ;  And  so  penaunce  is  bitter  an[d]  sooi'  pricking  to 
fe  doer,  but  it  is  a  swete  medecyn)  for  fe  soule ;  and  ^rfore  edi 
man  ^at  is  rijtliwisse,  owith  for  to  drawe  ynto  ^e  setpent  oP  pen- 
aunce. Also  at  ye  laste  he  drowe  vp  ye  stiwani ;  And  so  doith  a 
T^twismah)  or  a  saynt ;  he  oftyii)  tyme  drawith  a  man  fro  ye  dicll 
of  synne  by  goode  ensampelis.  And  |)at  we  see  by  ensampiH  of  crista 
Non  veni  vocari  tustos,  set  peceoioreS,  Crist  saieth,  I  com  not  to  depe 
rijthwismei]),  but  sinf ull:  men)  to  penaunce.  And  so  dude  seneca ; 
he  taujte  Nero,  the  ^Emperour,  moch  profit  an[d]  goode,  But  at  ye 
laste  he  dude  as  a  wickyd  tiraunt,  For  he  made  seneca,  his  maister, 
do  be  slayne.    Also  crist  jafe  power  to  ludas  for  to  do  miracfis,  as 

*'  leaf  199,  buck,  col.  2. 
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fuH  man,  that  drawetil  god  to  hym  by  the  corde  of  gooci  vertues. 
he  drew  oute  the  Ape,  that  is,  tiie  contrarie  wille  to  reason)^  for 
amoDge  afi  bestes  he  is  most  like  to  man.  Eight  so  wille  amonge 
aH  the  powers  of  the  soule,  namly  it  oweth  to  be  like  reason),  and 
lestyng  therewith.  IT  Also  he  drew  out  the  Serpent,  that  is,  pen- 
annce,  and  that  for  y.  thynges.  the  Serpent  in  his  tongue  beretK 
medecyne,  and  in  his  telle  venyme;  So  penaunce  to  ti^e  doer  is 
bitter,  never  the  lesse  it  is  better  medecyne ;  therfore  every  rightfuH 
man  oweth  to  drawe'  to  hym  the  serpent  of  penaunce.  And  atto  last 
he  drew  out  the  Steward.  V  Eight  so  the  rightfuH  man  by  werkes 
of  mercy  drawetb  out  the  synfuH  man  of  the  pitte  of  synne,  and 
that  by  the  ensample  of  crist,  that  came  not  to  caUe  ri^^tfuH  men, 
but  synners.  %  And  Sonek^  taught  many  profitable  thyngee  to 
Nero,  the  Emperour,  but  in  the  ende  he  did  slee  Senek*  his  maister, 
as  the  Steward  did  the  poore  man,  for  his  good  dede.  IT  Also  crist 
yaf  power  to  ludas,  for  to  do  myracles,  neverthelesse  in  the  ende  he 

*  kaf  8.%  bfiok.  '  to  drawe  to  draw,  MS. 
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ho  dude  to  oth^  apostolis,  but  in  ^e  onci  lie  betraid  orist ;  and  00  it 
18  nowe  a  days,  For  late  many  men)  ^t  dreditb  hire  god  teche  foolia 
ye  80the»  floid  doetrine  of  hehh.  The  foohs^eldith  to  hem  a3en  sooriu^ 
and  IrSt  for  goode.  hut  fe  lioii)  ^elditll  z.  aasis  diaigid  wftfc 
Marehandiae,  bcU.  eriat  ahal  jere  to  fe  rijtwismaii)  z.  commauBder 
^nentysy  ehaigid  iritii  dtoarae  Tdrtaysy  by  fe  which  he  may  come  to 
be  richeeae  of  ft  kyngdom  of  hevene.  Also  ))e  Ape  gaderith  wode^ 
xU.  a  man,  as  ofte  as  he  doith  dedis  of  chazite,  and  ^at  is  to  gadif 
to-gedir  wode;  and  it  is  likenyd  to  wode  for  fiB  akile,  for  iroda 
serrittL  for  too  pn)fitiB,^  bcU.  to  belding*,  and  to  fyre.  So  dede  of 
charite  is  not  only  pledng<  to  man,  bat  also  to  ^  angehs  of  hevene.; 
and  ^rfore  it  is  saide  ^  MafpB  gaudiwoi  est  anffdia  dei  supettma 
peecaiore prniUenciam  agentej  qwna  gupeat  nonaginta  nouem,  iustoamaiK 
indigentea  penitencia,  Hit  is  moi'  ioy  to  fe  angehs  of  god  of 'oi» 
synnar  doing  pcnaunce,  Than  it  is  of  Nyenty  and  nyne  iuste  meii)' 
that  nedith  no  penaunce.  Also  charite  makith  redy  the  house  ci 
henene  for  fe  sowle.  Also  ]>e  serpent  )af  hym  a  atoone,  y-colourid 
-with  threfolde  colour.  This  stoone  is  crist,  for  skile  ^  we  mowe 
by  penaunce  plese  hym ;  And  ^erfor  seijrth  lerome,  Pmitencia  eH 
seeunda  tabxda  past  naufraginm^  Penaunce  is  the  secunde  table  after 
naufnigie.    And  ^t  crist  hym  selfe  is  a  stoon,  he  shewith  a|k[d] 
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lost  hym  self.  V  Eight  so  there  are  many  children)  of  the  devA 
Belidft ;  aH  though  some  drede  god,  and  ahew  to  the  body  and  to 
the  soule  holy  doctryne  and  profitable,  they  yeld  to  hym  ho  thyiig 
agayn),  but  ey^  for  good!.  %  Behold!  the  lyon)  with  the  x.  asHS 
chargcM),  that  is,  crist  shiA  yeve  z.  preceptis  to  the  rightfntt  man^ 
chatged,  with  dyu^rse  vertues,  by  the  whiehe  he  may  ccmie  to  tht 
richesse  of  the  kyngdome  of  hevon.  IT  Also  the  Ape  gadred  stikkes^ 
tliat  is,  also  ofte  as  man  wilftiUy  getteth  hym  werkes  of  diarite ;  and 
that  is  for  to  gadre  stikkes,  in  as  moche  as  stikkes  are  good  and 
profitable  to  \j.  thynges,  that  is,  to  make  bote,  and  to  edefie  houses. 
IT  Bight  so  parfite  charite  heteth  the  soule;  also  charitee  araieth 
the  house  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heven),  to  the  comyng  of  the  soule. 
%  Also  the  serpent  yai  hym  a  stone  of  iij.  colours.  This  stone  is 
crist,  in  ^t  by  penaunce  we  may  goto  tliis  stone,  that  is,  crist  thia 
stone,  tnat  is,  crist,  is  of  iij.  colours,  that  is,  power  of  the  Fadir, 
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affermitll  him  aelfe,  saying*,  Effo  sum  lapis  viuMSf  I  am  a  qnik  atone; 
and  pe  stone,  bcU,  criflt^  ia  colonrid  vrith  a  thiefbld  eoloMr,  a^  w»fc& 
myg^t  of  ))e  f  adar,  w»t4  wiadond  of  ^  aoona,  and  mtk  gmoe  of  ^ 
hoi  J  goat  And  dowtalea  he  fsX  hatK  this  atoona  ahaH  haae  habniid- 
aonce  with  owte  defkaie,  ioy  with  onto  haTynaaae^  and  1^(  wM  oata 
derkenesse^  in  ye  kyngdoni)  (^  henene.  And  ^ia  atoona^  wdL  orial^ 
ia  80  predoua,  ysik  he  may  not  be  aolde  for  ailnar  and  golJe^  for  with 
fe  rijtwiBman  he  ahaH  enar  abyde  and  dweller  And  ^arCor  hoiro 
ahoH  we  mowe  haae  him  1  Certenly  by  wey  of  panannca^  and  not. 
by  aa  othir  way;  and  ^eyfore  aaiytli  Augutiinus^  Venah  hdbeo 
re(^mtm  cdesie,  I  hane  ^  kyndon)  of  henene  to  aeUos  And  howe  la 
ytA  boujt  f  Certenly  by  penannce ;  and  if  we  do  ao,  we  ahiiH  not  aa 
fe  atiward  be  hongici  in  heUe,  but  we  ahi:^  be  mUdi  of  fe  heiitaga 
of  henenoi  as  ben  rijtwiamen.    Ad  qitod  nos  ducat  ^ 

[  LXVI.  ] 
ANCELMUS  THE  £MP£IK>UR 

(tHB  8T0BT  OP  THE  THREl  CAaKSTS  IV  THB  ^^MMBOEAXT  OF 

YXNICK.'*) 

Ancelmutf  regnyd  emperoor  in  ye  dte  of  Borne,  and  ha  weddid 
to  wife  ye  kjuges  dojtsr  of  leruaolon,  ye  whidi  ww  a  fidra 
woman),  and  long  dwelte  in  his  company;  but  aha  neoer 
conceyvid,  no  broujt  fortii  frute,  and  ^erof  were  lordis  gretly  hevied 

[Second  Version.    Addit  MS.  9066.] 

wyaedome  of  the  sone,  and  the  goodnease  of  the  holy  goat  %  be 
that  bathe  this  stone,  shaH  have  in  heyen  habundaonce  witll  onl 
debate,  loye  with  out  hevynesse  or  aorow,  light  with  out  deo^naase ; 
and  this  stone  is  so  precions,  that  it  may  not  be  sdcl  for  ailyer  na 
for  goh),  but  that  it  shiA  alway  dwelle  with  the  rightfott  man. 
IT  how  then  mow  ye  have  that  sto^l  forsothe  by  penannoa ;  and  yf 
we  do  so,  the  Stoward,  that  is,  the  vnrightftiU  man,  ahaii:  be  hanged 
in  belle,  and  the  rightM  man  in  the  heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of 
heren  ahaii  ever  ioye.    to  the  which  ^Ciist  biynge  re !  Amen. 

[  XV.  Ieqf2i,baeh] 

Anceline  reignecl  in  the  Citee  of  Bome,  that  toke  a  Cure  maideal 
to  wyfi ;  and  thei  livecl  to-gedre  longe  tyme,  and  she  conseived  nol^ 
wherfore  the  lordes  of  the  Empire  were  mekeH  desolate.  IT  It  belbUa 
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and  floiy.  Haf^ing*  in  a  eerteyne  ev^nyi^g*,  as  he  walkkl  aftar  im 
aoper  in  a  Um  greeney  and  ^<^  of  aH*  ^  woxdkiy  and  speciaUy  )al 
he  had  noon  heyt,  And  koiv«  ^t  ^  kynge  of  naplia  atipn^ 
ferbue  moyed  him  eehe  jete;  And  so,  whenne  it  was  nyjt,  he  yngat 
tohedde^andtookeaalep^  Ancldxemydthia.  He  aawe  the  firmament 
in  Ma  meat  ehtaoMe,  and  bkmn^  dor  ^  it  was  wonyd  tobe^  And^ 
mone  waa  met'  pale;  and  on  a  party  of  fe  mone  waa  a  faixe  ooloicrid 
biidy  And  beside  hiie  stoode  too  bestis,  fe  whieh  norisshid  fe  hrid 
wUh  hire  heefte  and  Inetbeu  Aftir  ^is  come  diusrse  bestii  and 
hxiddiB  fleyng«y  and  ^  song  so  swetly,  ^t  ^  Empsronr  was  with 
the  song*  awakid.  Tbenne  on  |>e  moiowe  ye  ISmperoxa  hadde  giet 
manreile  of  fiB  sweoai^y  and  callid  to  him  divinotirsy  and  loidis  of 
^^Empixei  ^andsaide  tohem,  '^DeeiefrendiSy  tellittl  me  what  ia 
fe  inteipzetaoioid  of  my  sweoeo),  and  I  shidt  wel  lewarJ  you;  And 
hut  if  )e  doy  )e  shuH  be  dede."  And  then  Jwisaide,  " lozd,  shewe  to 
TS  thi  dieme^  And  we  ahott  teXt  pe  tiie  intdrpretacion)  of  it."  And 
then  fe  Empsrour  toUe  hem  ai  is  saide  before,  Fro  bigynnyng*  to 
endyngi.    And  then  ^ei  weie  c^,  and  with  a  gret  gladnesse  spake 

>  haf  200,  ooL  1. 
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on  a  nyght  aftir  soaper,  that  the  Emperour  walkeJ  in  his  gardeyidy 
and  thought  many  thynges  in  hym  self*,  and  of  that  he  had  none 
heire  of  his  body,  and  for  that  the  kyng  of  pule  wened  ypon  his 
Empire  alway.  %  whan  it  was  nyght  the  Emperour  went  mto  his 
chambre,  to  his  bede,  and  had  a  dreme  Tndir  this  forme.  IT  In  the 
momyng  he  sawe  the  firmament  in  more  clemeese  than  it  was  wonte. 
to  be,  and  the  mone  in  it  sel^  was  more  pale  in  the  one  partie  than 
in  the  other.  T  Than  went  out  a  liteH  Bridde,  coloured  with  douUe 
coloures,  and  beside  the  bridde  ij.  BesteSi  the  which  norisshed. 
togedre  the  bridde  with  her  hete.  after  that  come  dyuerse  other 
bwtesy  and  bowed  her  hedes  to  the  bridde.  than  dyuerse  briddes 
come  tof^edxe,  and  songe  so  swetely,  that  the  Emperour  was  waked 
of  his  slepe.  %  Than  the  Emperour  called  to  hym  dyrynours,  and 
the  wisest  men  of  afi  his  Em^ttrey  and  said  to  hem,  "I  sawe  a 
dieme;  seith  amonge  you  the  interpretaciou)  thereof,  and  ye  shali 
hsne  grete  mede  of  me,  or  ds  ye  shuH  be  dede."  T  Thei  seid,  ''sif, 
telle  TS  the  dieme."  The  ]&nperoui'  told  hem  the  dreme*  as  is. 
betoe  said.    T  And  than  thei  anon)  with  a  glad  chore  said,  '*8ii^| 

'  dremesi  MS. 
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to  him,  and  saide,  ^(mt,  yUa  was  a  goode  swenen) ;  For  ^  fimuDnent 
^t  ^a  8awe  so  dexe  is  ^  Empite,  ]ye  whieli  hens  Ibrwai^  shaS  be 
in  prosperite;  The  paale  mono  is  ^  Emperooso^  ^  whielF  liaihe 
ooBceirid,  and  for  liire  eonoeivisg*  is  ^  moi^  diseolovrid ;  The  litiB 
biyd  is  ^  iSdie  sone  whom  ^  Emp^resse  shaD'  hrjug*  ibrth,  when 
tyme  comitll ;  The  too  bestis  ben  liche  men  and  wise  men^  ^  sinill 
be  obedient  to  thi  childe ;  ^  o^  bestis  ben  o^  folke,  ^  neosr 
made  homage.  And  nowe  shott  be  snbiet  to  thi  m>iie;  The  briddis^ 
)Nit  song*  so  swetly,  is  ^  Empire  of  Rome,  ^t  Bhatt  ioy  of  ^  diSdia 
barth;  and,  sir,  ]ns  is  ^  intsrpietacion)  of  jowr  diem."  when  ^ 
Empiesse  hmde  ^Ib,  she  was  glad  y-nowe;  and  soone  she  baie  n 
fidre  sone,  and  ^erof  was  maade  moche  ioy.  And  when  ^  hyng*  of 
Kaplis  horde  ^t,  he  thowte  to  him  selfe,  ^I  haue  hmge  tyme 
hddyi)  wen^  ayenst  ^e  Emperonr,  And  it  may  not  be  but  ^  it  wol 
be  tolde  to  his  sone,  when  ^t  he  comytll  to  his  txA  Age,  howe  ^t  I 
haoe  foujt  aH  my  lyfe  ayenst  his  fadir.  ^e,**  thowte  he,  "he  m 
nowe  a  childe,  and  it  is  goods  ^at  I  ptioconr  fot  pese,  )Nit  I  may 
hane  rest  of  him,  when  he  is  in  his  best,  and  I  in  my  worsts."  So 
he  wrote  k^feres  to  )>e  Emp0ronr,  for  pese  to  be  had;    and  ^ 
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the  dreme  is  good.  V  The  firmament,  that  is  and  was  in  more 
demesse,  is  the  Empire,  that  from  hens  forwarcl  shaH  be  put  in 
more  rest  V  The  mone,  that  was  more  pale,  is  the  Empresse,  that 
for  concepcion)  is  more  discoloured.  The  Utefi  bridde,  that  went  out, 
betokeneth  a  right  Mre  sone,  that  she  shaH  bryng  forthe,  whan 
tyme  come.  The  two  bestes,  by  the  whiche  the  bridde  was 
norisshed,  are  alle  wise  men  and  riche,  that  shuH  obeye  to  the  child 
in  alle  thyng.  the  bestes,  that  bowed  her  hedes  to  hym,  are  moche 
other  folke,  the  whiche  yit  did  no  homt^  to  your  sone ;  and  in  aH . 
thynge  they  shaH  be  vndir  fote.  V  The  briddes,  that  ^songen)  soj 
meryly,  is  afi  the  Empire  of  Borne,  that  shaH  loyo  the  birthe  of  the 
child."  IT  The  Emperour  was  gretly  gladod  of  her  interpretacioii). 
After  this  the  Empresse  brought  forthe  a  child.  T  whan  the  kyng 
of  pule  herd  this,  he  thought  with  in  hym  self,  "  I  have  longe  hold 
wane  ayenst  the  Emperour ;  It  may  not  be,  but  whan  the  sone  shoR 
come  to  lawfuH  age,  it  shaH  be  tolde  hym  that  I  have  alway 
foughten)  ayenst  his  £adir.  now  he  is  a  child,  V  Therfore  it  is  now 
better  to  me  to  be  in  pease,  tluit  whan  he  cometh  to  age,  he  have 
no  thynge  ayenst  mo."    IF  The  kyng  auoii)  wrote  to  the  Einperour 
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Emperoiir  seysg*  ^t  he  dude  )Mtt  moi'  for  eauBe  of  diede  than  of 
love,'He  sent  him  wcnde  a-jen,  and  saide,  faii  he  wold  make  him 
snrte  t>f  peso,  with  eondicion)  ^t  he  wold  be  in  hie  eervitate,  and 
jelde  him  homage  alt  his  life,  eohe  jer.  Themie  fe  kyng*  callid  his 
conseily  and  askid  of  hem  what  was  best  to  do ;  And  ^  lofdis  of  hi^ 
]c]rngdon]»  saide^  ^i  it  was  goods  to  folowe  fe  Emporoor  in  his  wiSl' 
^  In  ^  first  )e  adke  of  him  snrte  of  pese ;  to  ^t  we  say  ^ns,  Thowe 
hast  a  doajtsTy  and  he  ham  a  sone;  late  matrimony  be  maad 
bytwene  hem,  And  so  ))sr  shafi  be  good  sikimesse ;  Also  it  is  goods 
to  make  him  homage,  and  jelde  him  rente*."  Thenne  ye  kyng*  sent 
words  to  fe  Emperonr,  and  saide,  ^at  he  wolde  falfiH  his  wi&  in  itt 
poyntys,  And  jire  his  dc^tsr  to  his  sons  in  wifsi  yf  ^t  it  wera 
^esing  to  him.  This  answers  likid  weie  fe  "Etaperrmf^  bnt  he  SOni 
worde  a^,  ^t  he  wolde  not  assent  to  matrimony,  but  if  ^  his 
dorter '  hadde  ben)  a  Ttfgine  fko  hire  na^oite.  The  king«  waO 
herswtt^  hiely  glad,  for  his  dc^tsr  was  sadi  a  oteeae  ynrgjn.  So 
hUeni  were  maado'  of  fm  couenannt;  and  he  made  asldppe  to  be 
ordeyned,  to  lede  his  donjter  wttA  !&  e^rtayne  of  knyjtsB  and  lad^fs 
to  fe  Emperoar,  to  be  mareyd  witA  his  sons.  Ahd  whenne  fA 
were  in  pe  shippe,  and  hadde  far  passid  fro  fe  londo,  ^er  Boss  yp  a 
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for  pease.  The  Emp«rour  seyng  that  he  did  this  because  of  drsde 
more  than  for  love,  %  he  wrote  agayn)  to  hym,  and  said.  If  that  he 
wold  make  hym  snerte  of  pease,  and  bynde  hym  self>  to  hym  in 
senrage,  and  do  to  hym  homage,  and  yeld  the  rentes,  he  shold 
take  hym  to  pease.  V  The  kyng  called  to  hym  his  ooonsaile,  and 
told  hem  what  the  Emperoor  said.  Than  the  wise  men  said,  "  It 
is  good  to  fulfiH  the  Emperours  wiUe  in  i^  thyng.  Fixst  he  asketk 
of  you  snerte ;  To  that  we  say,  ye  haue  a  faire  doughtir,  and  the 
Emp^rooi'  hat^  a  sone;  lette  matiymonye  be  made  betwixe  hem, 
and  so  pease  to  be  made  withe  onteii)  ende.  %  Also  the  Emperour 
asketh  homage  and  rent^« ;  it  is  good  to  f ulfitt  hem."  V  Than  the 
kyng  sent  messsDgers  to  the  Emperour,  that  he  wold  fulfill  his  wille 
in  1^  thynge,  end  that  he  wold  yeve  his  doughtir  to  his  sone,  to  be 
his  wyf.  %  The  Emperour  sent  agayii),  and  seid,  "  yf  thi  doughtir 
be  a  maiden)  from  her  birthe  to  tlus  day,  he  wold  consent  that  his 
sone  shuld  haue  her."  V  The  doughtir  was  a  maiden),  the  kyng. 
her  fadir  anon)  made  redy  a  shippe,  and  put  her  thei'  in,  with 
knyghtes  and  ladies,  for  to  lode  her  to  the  Emperour.   IT  Whan  thai 
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gret  horribiH  tempeBl^  and  diaynt  aH  ^  were  in  ^  diip^  euMpI  fe 
tnayde.  Thenne  pe  majde  aette  ail  hixe  hope  sfcBongly  in  god;  & 
1^  ^e  laste,  )e  tempest  aeeid;  but  fer  folowiJ  atroQgly  a  giet  whale^ 
to  devowie  fia  maide.  And  whenne  the  aawe  ^  ahe  moehe 
dradde;  And  whan  )e  ny)t  com,  ^  maide  dredyng'  ^  ^  whale 
wolde  haue  swolewide  )e  ship,  smot  fixe  at  a  atraie,  and  hadde  giet 
plente  of  fire;  And  as  long*  as  )e  fiie  laste»  ye  whale  dont  eone  no 
nere,  but  abowte  oockis  cfowe  fe  mayde^  for  giel  Texaoioid  ^  she 
hadde  with  ye  tempest^  feU  on  slepe^  and  In  hiie  slap  ye  fiie  weni 
oat;  And  when  it  was  oat»  ye  whale  com  nye^  and  swolewid  botk  ye 
ship  and  ye  maydeu  And  when  ye  mayde  felte  yei  she  was  in  ye 
wombe  of  a  whale^  she  smot,  and  maade  giet  fiie,  and  granonsly- 
wondid  ye  whale  w»tft  a  lititt  knyfe^  In  so  moche  ye%  he  diowe  to  ye 
laode,  and  deyde ;  For  ^  is  ^  kynde,  to  dxawe  to  the  londe  when 
he  ahidi  dye.  And  in  ^is  tym)  yer  was  an  Ede  namyd  pixiii%  And  he 
walkid  in  his  disport  by  ye  see,  And  afore  him  he  sawe  ye  whale 
come  toward  ye  lond.  He  gaderid  gre[t]  helpe  and  stren^t  of  msn; 
[and]  with  dioerse  instxementis  thei  smote  ye  whale  in  eneiy  party 
of  hym.    And  when  ye  damesett  horde  ye  giet  strdkys,  ahe  otyde 
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were  in  the  sliipp^  sailyng,  there  arose  on  hem^  a  grete  tempest,  that 
afi  were  drowned,  oute  take  the  maiden);  for  she  put  a  grete  h<^  in 
god.  and  agonst  Even)  the  tempest  seased.  anon)  IT  A  grete  whale 
folowed  the  shipp^,  for  to  devowre  the  maiden);  and  she  was 
sore  aferde ;  and  whan  it  was  nyght  she  smote  fire  of  the  stone,  and 
made  a  grete  fire ;  and  as  longe  as  the  nyght  lasted,  the  whale  durst 
not  come  nere  the  shippe.  IT  But  abonte  the  tyme  of  the  nyght 
whan  the  cokke  crewe,  the  maideii)  wexe  slepie,  and  sore  vexed,  and 
fille  on  slepe ;  and  while  she  slept  the  fire  went  out,  and  the  maidenl 
was  swalowed  with  in  the  whale,  and  the  maiden),  while  she  satte 
in  'the  whales  bely,  she  made  a  fire  with  in,  and  with  her  kny^  she 
wounded  the  whale,  of  the  whiche  he  toke  the  dethe ;  and  anon)  he 
swamme  to  lond.  IT  It  befell  so  that  tyme,  there  was  an  Erie,  whoa 
name  was  Perius,  dwellyng  by  the  see ;  and  as  he  went  to  the  see 
side  warde,  he  sawe  a  grete  whale  comyng  to  lond.  than  he  bad  all 
his  strengest  men  go  smyte  the  whale  on  every  side.  T  Whan  the 
maideii)  with  in  herd  the  strokes,  she  cried  with  an  high  voioe, 
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"With  an  hye  Tqgrii  and  aaide^ ''  GentiU  8i/ia»  havitli  pite  of  ja»,  For 
I  am  ^  dowter  of  a  kjq^;*,  and  a  mayde  haoe  y-ben  sitK  I  waa. 
borne."  Wlienna  ^  Ede  borde.^,  be  mtfnreilid  gretly,  and  openyd 
)»e  wbale^  ftnd  tooike  out  ^  dameseU.  J)enne  ^  nudda  toUe  by. 
ordi'  bow  ^  ahe  was  a  kyogya  dowter,  and  bowe  aba  loate  biie 
goodis  in  ^  aeoi  And  bow  abe  sbolde  be  maryed  to  )»  aoid  of  tba 
^Emperoor.  And  wben  |>e  Ede  biude  tbeiae  wordia^  be  waa  ifiad, 
and  belda  ^  maide  wttA  bim  »  gret  wbile,  tifi  tyme  fui  abe  waa 
wele  confortuf ;  And  ibenne  be  aeni  bus  aolemply  to  ye  Emperoor* 
And  wbenne  be  aawe  bire  ocnnyng*,  and  burda  }ai  abe  bad 
tribidaciona  in  |>e  aee^  be  badde  gret  compaasioi^  for  bixe  in  bia 
berte,  and  aaide  to  bire,  "goode  dameediy  ^a  baat  aojffierid  mooha 
angre  for  tbe  lore  of  my  aoonei  nen^rtbeleae^  if  ^t  ^u  be  wortbi  to^ 
bave  bim,  I  abidl  aone  prevai"  Tbe  Emperonr  late  make  iy»« 
TeaaellM^  and  ^  fint  waa  of  olene  goolde,  and  fiiH  of  pivcioaa  atoiya/ 
owtewaide^  And  wftAinna  foil  of  deede  bonya ;  And  it  bad  .m^ 
8op0racripei0ii)  in  tbeiae  wordia,  Tkei  ^ai  ehem  me  MB,  fynde  tn  Mi 
}at  fei  MTM^."  Tbe  aeennde  veaBeli  waa  aH  of  daena  aibiir,  aad: 
fuH  of  pradona  akmya ;  and  ontwarde  it  bad  )ria  aoparBcripeion),  ZM 
}ai  eheeUti  me,  a^tdi  fynde  in  me  fai  naiure  and  kynde  deemOL 
And  \e  tbirde  yeaa^  wm  of  leed.  And  witft  inne  wm  foH  of 
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T  ''01  ye  gentit  men,  bave  mercy  on  me,  for  I  am  a  kyngM 
dongbtir,  and  a  maiden)  aetbe  my  birtlL  1 "  T  Tbe  Erie,  wban  ha 
bezd  tbis,  aore  mervailed,  and  openeJ  tbe  wbale,  and  drew  tba 
maiden)  out.  tban  tbe  maiden)  told  bem  bow  it  waa  witll  ber. 
T  wban  tbe  Erie  beid  tbia,  be  wm  glad,  and  beld  tbe  maideid  willl 
bym  a  certayn)  tyme,  tille  abe  wm  comforted,  tban  be  aent  her  to 
the  Emperour.  IT  wban  be  bad  herd  bow  ahe  aacaped  the  aee,  he 
bad  of  ber  grete  pite,  and  aaid,  T  "  0 1  good  maiden),  thou  baat 
auffired  many  adueiaiteM  for  love  of  my  aone;  nevertbeleeae  I  abafi 
prove,  whether  thou  be  wortbi  to  be  my  sonnM  wif  or  not"  T  Tban 
tbe  Emperour  did  make  iy.  veaaela.  T  The  firat  vesaeU  wm  of  pnxe 
gold  and  preciona  atones,  and  witk  in  it  wm  foH  of  ded  mennM 
bones ;  and  with  onto  waa  this  acripture,  he  Hiat  ehaB  eheee  me^  In 
me  9ha&  fynde  ihat  he  luxth.  deeeroeA.  %  The  aecond  veaaett  wm  of 
pore  ailuer  and  of  preciona  atones,  and  fnH  of  erthe ;  and  witK  out' 
this  scripture,  he  that  ehalA  cheee  me,  In  me  ehali  fynde  Hioi  hie 
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precious  stonys ;  And  with  oute  wbb  sette  fm  aonptiivQ^  ikei  fai 
ehese  me,  sfiuA  fynde  [in]  me  fat  god  haOl  diepoiid,  Tkeiae  nj. 
Tessellys  tooke  fe  Emperonr,  and  ahewid  ^  maide^  Mying*f  ''Lo! 
deei'  dameseH,  here  ben  thre  wortiii  vessellys,  And  if  fcfa  eheee  on  of 
theise,  Mrherein  is  profit,  and  owitll  to  be  cbosyii),  flienne  fou,  ahaU 
bane  my  eone  to  buebonde;  And  if  foa  «heae  ftX  thai  la  not 
profitable  to  ]>e,  ne  to  nooii)  othir,  foiBothe  ^enne  foa  ahali  not  hane 
hym."  whenne  ^  dowter  hurde  ^  And  aawe  ^  thrb  Teaeelly^ 
ahe  lifte  yp  biro  yen)  to  god,  and  aaide,  **  Thowe,  lord,  ftX  knowiat 
a&  thing*,  graunt  me  ]>y  grace  nowe  in  fe  nede  of  )ria  tyme,  uiL  )at 
I  may  chese  at  fia  tyme,  wherthorowe  I  may  ioy  fe  aone  of  fe 
Emperonr,  and  bane  him  to  bnabond."  Thenne  ahe  byhelde  |>e  fixrt 
yees^,  ^t  was  so  sotilly  maad,  and  radde  fe  suptfrscripcion) ;  And 
)»enne  she  thowte,  what  haue  I  deaervid  for  to  hane  so  prmona  a 
vesseH,  And  fo)  it  be  nen^r  so  gay  w»t^  oute,  I  not  howe  f owle  it  ia 
witft  Lme;  so  she  tolde  the  Emperoni  fei  she  nolde  by  no  msf 
chese  ^t  Thenne  she  lokid  to  fe  secnnde,  ^  was  of  siliisr,  and 
xadde  the  sup^rscripcion) ;  and  thenne  she  saide,  ''my  nature  & 
kynde  askith  but  dilectacions  of  fe  flessh ;  Forsothe,  ssr,"  quod  she, 

[Second  Version.    Addit.  M8.  9066.] 

nature  dcsireih,  IF  The  thirde  vesseU  was  of  lede,  and  fott  of  nobils 
and  preciona  stones  with  in ;  and  with  out  was  this  scripture,  he 
that  8hd\l  chese  vie,  in  me  shdA  fynde  Hiat  go^  hai^  diepoee^  for 
hym.  IF  Thise  iij.  vessels  the  Emperour  shewed  to  the  maiden),  and 
said,  "  thise  are  iij.  noble  vessels ;  yf  thou  chese  one  of  thise,  in  the 
which  is  profite  and  availe,  thou  dlialt  have  my  sons ;  and  yf  thou 
chese  that  is  not  profitable  to  hym,  ne  to  none  other,  thou  shalt  not 
have  my  sono."  IF  The  maiden),  whan  she  sawe  the  vessels,  she 
lift  vp  her  hondes  to  god,  and  said,  IF  ''Thou,  lord,  that  alls 
thynge  knowest,  grauute  me  grace  so  to  chese,  that  of  the  Empsrours 
sons  I  may  have  loye  I  ^  %  Than  she  beheld  the  first  vessetf,  and 
redde  the  superscripcion),  and  said,  "  what  have  I  deserved  to  have 
80  precious  a  vessefil  what  is  with  in  I  wote  ^ never  vtterly; 
Neverthelesse  it  shyneth  mth  out  of  fyne  gold."  Than  she  said, 
"  this  vesseH  in  no  wise  wille  I  chese.**  IT  Than  she  loked  on  the 
second  vesseH,  and  redde  the  scripture  that  was  thei'  on,  he  that 
eheeett  me,  sha^  fynde  that  his  nature  desireilL  V  She  thought  in 
her  self*,  "HI  chese  this,  I  wote  not  what  is  with  in  But  that 
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''  and  I  lefoM  fis."  Thenne  sl^e  lokid  to  )e  third,  ^t  was  of  leede, 
and  imddo  }e  aaperBcdpoioii) ;  And  then  she  saide,  ''Sotlllyy  god 
dispoeid  nsaer  IviB;  Foisptll  fat  whick  god  hatb  disposid  woti:  I 
take  and  bheoo."  And  whenne  the  Emperoor  sawe  fai,  he  saide^ 
''goode  dameed;  opyn)  nowe  ^t  TesseH;  and  see  whut  >on  hast 
fondyn)."  And  when  it  was  openyd,  it  was  fuH  of  golds  and 
pfvcioos  stooojs.  And,  thenne  fe  Emperoor  saide  to  hire  i^en, 
'^DameseHy  }oia  hast  wise]|y  chosen,  and  wo^ine  my  sons  to  thyn 
hnsbond."  So  ye  day  was  sette  of  hire  bredeale,  and  gret  ioy  was 
maade ;  and  ^  sons  r^gnyd  after  fe  decese  of  fe  fjeulir,  the  whioll 
maad fidre  ends.    Ad quodnospexdueai /    Amen. 

MOBAUTS. 

Deere  frendis,  this  Emperour  is  fe  fadir  of  Henene^  ye  whiek 
maade  man  or  he  tooke  flessB.  The  Emperesse^  ^t  conceivid, 
was  ye  hiissiJ  Tirgine,  ^t  oonoeivii)  by  pe  Annunciation)  of  ye  angiH. 
pe  firmament  was  sette  in  his  most  clemesse,  set'/,  ye  wordle  was 
li^tiiJ  in  aH  his  porteys^  by  ye  concepcioii)  ol  ye  Empresse,  oar  lady. 
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nature  desiretlL  Nature  desiretlL  alway  delectacion)  of  flessK, 
therfore  this  vessett  in  no  wise  I  wills  chese."  V  Afterward  she 
lokeci  on  the  thirdevvessett,  that  was  of  lede,  and  that  was  futt  of 
nobles  and  precious  stones ;  and  she  redde  the  scripture,  that  was 
this,  Ji0  that  ci^eieiti  me^  in  me  shah  fynde  that  god  haihe  disposed. 
T  She  thought  with  in  her  self*,  "  this  vesseU  is  not  niek<^  precious, 
and  nererthelesse  the  scripture  seith,  lie  that  dieseHi  nts,  i»  me  shai^ 
fynde  thai  god  Ao^  disposed;  And  it  is  in  certayn)  god  ordeyned 
never  evett ;  therfore  this  vess^  I  woUe  chese."  f  The  Empsrour, 
whan  he  herd  this,  he  said,  **  0 1  goods  maiden),  open  the  vesseH, 
that  we  mow  se  yf  thou  have  wele  chosen)."  whan  it  was  open);  it 
was  fuH  of  gold  and  preeious  stones.  T  Than  he  said^  *'  0  I  good 
maiden),  thou  hast  wisely  chosep),  therfore  thou  shalt  have  my  sone." 
and  so  he  ordeyned  the  day  of  the  weddyng,  in  the  whiche  was 
grete  loye.  f  And  after  the  dissease  of  the  Fadir,  the  sons  reigned 
as  Empsrour,  and  endid  his  lyf  in  pease. 

f  Dedanudo.  Frendes,  this  Emperouf  is  the  fadir  of  hev^ 
that  longe  before  the  sons  toke  flesshe,  for  the  whiche  many 
perisshed,^  in  ss  mek^  as  thai  went  to  helle  before  the  Incamacioii) 
of  Ihe«u  ciist.    f  The  Empresse,  that  oonseivid  a  sons,  is  blissed 
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The  pale  mone  was  ^  state  of  our  lady,  li)tid  and  shadewid  with  fe 
gtace  of  y^  holy  gost ;  And  not  only  in  fe  fleu^,  but  in  a8  ^  body  of 
hiie  was  maad  faire,  and  she  \nth  childe  like  as  an  otliir  woman) 
wei^y  In  so  moche  fat  losep  wolde  pnnely  haue  lefte  hire.  The 
litiU  bridy  ^t  passid  fro  ^  syde  of  ^  mone,  is  oar  lord  ihera  crista 
^t  was  borne  at  mydnyjt,  And  lappid  in  Cldthis,  and  sette  in  ^ 
ciybbe.  The  two  bestis  ben  fe  oxe  and  ye  asse.  The  bestii,  ^i 
eome  fro  fer  porteys,  ben  ye  heidis,  to  wbom  ye  angiH  saide^  Eeee 
ammeio  vobis  gavdivan  magnum^  lo  I  I  shew  to  yon  a  gret  ioy.  The 
briddis,  ye,t  songe  so  swetly,  ben  angelis  of  hevene,  ye^  song  gUnia 
^in  exedeU  Deo,  The  king*,  that  helde  sndhe  werre,  is  mankynJ, 
)Nit  was  contrarie  to  goc^,  while  J>at  it  was  in  power  of  ye  devilt,  Bat 
when  onr  lorde  iheni  crist  was  I-bome,  thenne  mankynde  enclyned 
to  god,  and  sent  for  pese  to  be  had,  when  he  tooke  baptime,  and 
sude,  ^at  he  )af  him  to  god,  and  forsoke  ye  deyitt.  Nowe  ye  king* 
jofo  his  donjter  to  ^e  sone  of  ye  Emperonr,  8Ci7.  echo  on)  of  Vs  owe 
to  ;ive  to  god  our  soole  in  matrtmonye ;  for  he  is  rody  to  Beceyve 
hire  to  his  sponse.  As  is  saide,  Osea,  DUponaaho  earn  mihi,  I  shaH 
wedde  ye  soole  to  me.  Bat  thenne,  or  ^a  come  to  ye  palys  of 
hevene,  ya\i  most  go  by  a  gret  see  of  this  wordle,  and  in  ye  ship  of 
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mary.  The  firmament,  that  was  pat  in  more  clerenesse,  niamyneth 
the  world  by  concepcion)  of  goddes  sone.  The  pale  mone  is  the  face 
of  the  blissed  virgyne  maiy,  that  was  shadowed  witll  the  holy  goet 
IT  The  liteH  bridde,  that  went  oat  of  the  one  partie,  forsothe  is  crist. 
Tbe  ij.  bestes  were  the  Oxe  and  the  Asse.  The  bestea,  that  come 
from  ferre  coantre,  are  the  herdemen,  to  the  whiche  the  AungeH 
seid,  IT  **  Behold,  I  shew  to  yoa  grete  loye,  for  this  day  is  born)  the 
savyoar  of  the  world.**  IT  The  briddes,  that  songe  so  swetly,  are 
the  anngels  of  god,  that  songeh),  loye  be  to  god  above  and  pease  to 
men,  of  good  wiUe  in  the  erthe.  f  The  kyng.  of  pole  is  alt 
mankynd,  that  whan  he  was  in  the  power  of  the  fend,  man  was 
contrarye  to  god.  V  Bat  whan  oar  lord  was  boni),  anon)  man 
enclyned  to  god,  and  sente  for  to  have  pease,  whan  echo  of  vs 
asketli  ^baptyme.  T  Also  the  kyng  yai^  his  doaghtir  to  the  sone  of 
the  Emperoiu^  in  Matrymonye.  So  crist  is  redy  to  take  thi  soale  to 
his  spoase,  bat  before  or  thoa  come  to  the  paloys  of  heven),  thoa 

>  leaf  setback. 
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good  life.  Thenne  los  yp  »  gret  tempeste^  bcH.  tribnkcioB)  of  fb 
"wordle,  iemptadoii)  of  flesh,  and  sngiestioii)  of  fe  deriH;  And  eo  bj 
tbeise  tempestia  ben  offce  tyme  dranchid  ^e  YdHuys  fat  }(m  tooke  in 
baptime;  NeiMfiheleae  }(m  ahalt  not  feXt  oat  of  fe  ahip  or  ^  boots 
of  charite,  If  ^t  }(m  holde  ^  in  a  faate  hope,  and  bUeve ;  For  as 
^  apoetiR  aeitli,  8pe  $alui  fadti  atrmna  d  inpomihUe  eti  mm  JUk 
mdvcari^  we  ben  jHUtvid  thorowe  goode  hope.  And  it  ia  inpoeaible  to 
be  I-aayid  iH\h  onte  goode  bikre  and  Mtll.  The  whale,-  ^ 
folowitby  and  aritll  for  ^  maide,  ia  ^  deriH,  yal  ia  abowte  nyjt  and 
day  for  to  kill  ^  aowle.  And  ^arlbre  late  ra  amyte  fire  of  chaiite 
And  of  love  fro  fa  aton)  of  criat^  whicli  aeiytK,  Ego  mtm  LapU 
anguUarU^  I  am  a  comer  atone;  and  certenly  while  it  ia  )^  yt 
devi8  may  not  noye  ^  But  many  vnwiae  nien  doitll  aa  dude  y% 
mayde,  thai  ceee,  and  am  wery  of  hire  goode  werkia,  and  alepAh  in 
aynne;  And  when  ^  deriH  aeitH  ^t,  he  drenehitll  ^  ayBnaria 
IviH  thowtia,  and  Itill  eonaentin^,  and  IviH  werida.  And  ^arforSy 
if  ^t  you  feele  ^  in  aacb  life.  And  ao  be  in  ^  davdia  power,  do 
thenne  aa  dade  ^  mayde,  amyte  ^  deyili  wM  ^  knyfe  of  penanineey 
And  lijte  the  flra  of  eharite,  And  w/t/koute  dowte  he  ahatt  eaate  fb  it 
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behoveat  to  paase  the  see  of  this  world,  in  a  bote  of  holy  ly^« 
but  whan  then  art  in  thi  bote,  there  ariaedi  a  grete  tempeat,  that  i& 
tribulacion)  of  the  world,  temptacion)  of  the  ileaah,  and  auggeatioii)  ox 
the  fende,  that  drowneth  ofte  aithes  the  vertuea  ^and  the  grace  tiiat 
thon  reaceiveat  in  thi  baptyme ;  for  that  thou  ahalt  in  no  manor  fiille 
out  of  the  ahippe  of  charite.  f  Also  the  grete  whale,  that  folowed  the 
nuddeii),  is^  the  devefi,  that  nyght  and  day  ia  beay  to  drowne  tha 
aoule  in  aynne.  do  thou  therfore  aa  the  maiden)  did ;  Smyte  lira  of 
charite  of  the  atone,  that  ts,  of  criat,  and  the  devdi  ahatt  not  noye 
the.  T  But  many  be^nne  wele  like  the  maiden)^  but  afterward 
thai  were  wery  of  good  werkea,  and  alepeid  in  aynnea ;  and  anon^ 
the  deveit  awolowetfi  the  aynner.  T  If  thou  fele  thi  ult*  in  auoha 
lif ,  that  ia,  in  the  power  of  the  fende,  do  to  the  maideid  did ;  witH 
the  knyf  of  bitter  penauneo  amyte  the  dev^  and  light  yp  fire  of 

' — *  Bjf  an  9t9r$igkt  tf  the  serih  nem'lg  fntr  linet  are  \er§  repeaUi^ 
hii  with  mms  nariatiaiu  d\fienU  U  aMownt  for^  if  the  MS.  wa$  wirtiif  m 
tramseri/^.  Thus  far  ahlppe  he  mritsi  bote,  and  for  menvt  he  kae  wise.  Air 
repetUUm  ie  given  in  ike  Umt,  ike  werde  Jiretlg  mritten  are  as  feUami 
^tkat  them  reeoeireet  in  the  haptpne  not  far  that  in  ne  wiee  faUe  net  eut  ef 
the  hete  ef  eharltee  f  J%e  grete  whate  thtkfeUmed^  the  maidens  ie  *' 
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pe  load  of  goode  life,  vroB.  he  neH  he.  The  Erie,  }at  oome  with  his 
eemauntis  to  ale  ^  whale,  ia  a  diacrete  oofifeaaotcr,  ^t  dwelliftll 
biaide  ]»e  aee,  aciL  biaide  ^  woidle,  and  not  in  ]»e  woidle,  bcS,  in 
woidly  dilectodon);  And  he  with  lua  wordia  of  holy  acriptaie  ahaS 
ale  ^  devil^  and  do  away  hia  power,  and  deliuer  him  fio  }e  devffi, 
ao  ^  he  ciy  aa  dude  |>e  dameaelle^  aci/.  by  confesaiox)).  And  thenne 
he  may  be  noriaahid  l^  goode  wednya,  and  ao  be  aent  to  ^  kingdond 
of  hevene.  The  £mparoar  ahewid  to  fe  dameaett  i\].  yeaaellia,  adL 
god  aettitZl  afore  a  man  life  and  dethe,  goode  au[d]  iTiH,  And  ftii 
that  he  well  cheae^  he  ahatt  haue.  And  ^erfoie  aalomone  aeiy tb  thia^ 
Ante  hamioem  mor$  et  vUa;  quod  ptacumt  dabitur  ei^  ymmo 
neadmui  si  digni  mmus  viia  vd  mprie^  Afoie  a  man  lietK  boihe  li& 
and  [dethe],  ytX  that  likith  him  he  ahali  haue,  but  we  knowe  not 
whedir  that  we  ben  worthi  life  or  detlL  And  ^erf ore  aaide  a 
cartayne  aaynt,  in  vitia  patrnni)  thia  in  veraei 


JStttt  tcia  ^vf  acic 
Me  faciam  aqK  liaUre 
lEat  prdRum  Irorvm, 
^tiMMMM  scia  OK  maftavM ; 

lUiiiloiay, 

VSint  t9intt#t  ben,  in  fkv, 
H^at  fliawft^  vie  ta  aavotoa  aQ 
taac: 


lEat  ttafia  ndKiOra 
Mariar,  aet  luada  qianlra, 
ftRtie  mgia  fleba, 
<tttia  acacia  fia  tmaaacte. 

^  fa  M 1  ilaOe  (nnu; 
Hn  atdtr,  1  net  ncttjr  tpbea ; 
me  tbirtrc  ia  «v  aust  can, 
I  tMt  aat  a^if  I  a^Vi  fm. 


Beeundwm  iHud  in  vitaa  patram,  Ther  ben  i\j.  thingia  ]»t  I  drede ;  On 
ia,  ^at  I  ahaH  paaae ;  ano^  ia,  I  not  when,  and  come  afoi'  ^  dome ; 
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eharitee,  and  he  ahaH  caat  the  to  lone)  of  good  lyf.  f  The  Erie, 
that  come  witlL  hia  aervauntea  to  ale  the  whale,  Is  a  discrete 
eonfeaaonr,  dwellyng  by  the  aee,  that  is,  the  world,  the  whiche  ia 
xedy  with  wordee  of  holy  writte  for  to  alee  the  deveH,  that  is,  for  to 
put  away  hia  power,  and  to  delyver  hym  fro  the.  V  Do  thou 
iherfore  aa  tiie  maidexi)  did,  Criyng  with  an  high  voise,  beyng  a-know 
of  thi  aynnee  to  thi  conf  essour ;  and  so  maist  thou  be  norisshed  in 
good  werkee  from  the  power  of  the  devdi,  and  be  sent  to  the 
kyngdom)  of  heven).  %  The  Emp^rour  shewed  the  maiden)  i^*. 
veaaels,  that  ia,  god  putteth  before  man  lyf  and  dethe,  goode  and 
EveH;  whiche  he  cheseth,  that  he  shall'  have.  II  wherfore 
Balamon)  seith,  before  ^man  is^  lyf  and  dethe ;  that  liketh  hym  ahaH 

'  manseiS  MS. 
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The  third  k^  I  not  whadir  fe  sentenoB  Bhatt  go  for  me  or  ^enet  ae. 
Bj  >e  font  TeMett,  ^  was  AiH  of  deede  bonys,  ts  aoafc  TBdimtonde 
fe^  woidfey  or  wordly  men,— And  whif  For  i^t  as  fe  Yesaett  was 
shynyng*  wit^atOy  and  mth  Inne  was  but  dede  bonysi  so  it  is  by  ^ 
myjfy  men  and  riche  men  of  ^is  wordle,  ^t  hath  golde^  and  goodis 
shynyng^y,  and  havith  hire  werkis  dorke,  and  deede  by  dedly 
igrnnys.  And  ^eyfoie,  man,  if  yon  chese  snch  a  Tessel,  bcU.  snoh 
a  Uibf  oeitaily  ^a  shalt  fynde  then  faX  ym,  *deservedist  bcU,  Helle ; 
And  each  may  be  likenyd  to  fairs  sepalcri%  fe  whiA  ben  maad0 
fuxe  wttAoate»  And  rially  ornyd  w»t^  precious  ebthing*  of  silke  and 
of  palloy  And  wtt^  Inne  ben  nothing*  but  deede  bonya.  By  fe 
aeeunde  vesseU,  ^t  was  of  silu^r,  we  yndiistond  fe  niy^ty  iuges'  of 
this  wordle,  ^e  which  in  hi^  speehe  shynytll  lyke  ailner,  And  is  not 
but  a  wonne  or  erthe,  set7.  shaH  not  ya  ye  day  of  doome  ben  moi^ 
worth  yen  wormys,  or  ellis  woissy  for  if  ^  dey  in  synne,  thei  shuH 
bane  p^rpetii^  peyse.  And  sueh  is  sette  afone  our  yea;  But^^god 
defende  vs,  ^  we  lake  no  sueh  life,  yat  we  leese  net  ferfqle  ye 
Hfo  yeX  is  eutfflastyng*  I  And  by  ye  thirde  TesseH;  felk  is  of  'leede^ 
we  shnS  Tndintonde  simple  lif<%  which  yeJk  ye  chesyi^  ehtkbyn  of 
god  ehesith, ^t  yeL  mowe be  weddid  to  ihesa  oiist  In  asimple  Abyt ; 
*  M  K  VS.       *  leaf  200^  baek,  etl  2.       *  aia0M,  Mfl. 
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be  geveid  hym ;  neyerthelesse  we  wote  not  whether  we  be  worfchi 
lyf  or  dethe.  II  By  the  first  vesseH  of  gold,  fuH  of  dede  mennes 
bonesy  we  shaH  vnairstomf  the  world  or  woildly  men,  as  are  thise 
fiehe  men  that  shyneal  with  oat  as  gok^  but  with  in  thei  are  fnlle 
«f  dede  mennes  hemes,  that  is,  aH  the  werkes  that  thei  hare  ^done 
in  this  world  thei  are  dede  as  vnto  god,  by  her  dedely  synnes.  If 
thou  mi^  chese  suehe  lyf*,  than  shalt  thou  fynde  as  tiiou  hast 
deserved,  and  that  is  helk. .  suohe  are  like  gay  sepulcies,  that  with 
«ute  axe  anied  right  faire,  and  that  somtyme  with  clothes  of  silke 
and  of  gold  are  covered  and  hilled,  but  with  in  thei  are  but  drye 
bones.  H  By  the  second  vessett  of  nluer  we  sbuH  vndirstonde 
domysmen,  wiaemen,  and  myghty  men  of  the  iirorld,  that  shyneid  ia 
het  speehe  as  it  were  siloer,  bat  with  in  thei  axe  wormes  and  erthe. 
f  By  the  third  vessel!  of  lede  we  shulle  vndirstond  a  symple  lyf  , 
that  are  tho  that  are  goddes  chosen)  children);  for  thei  choseii)  a 
aymple  vesture,  and  a  meke,  and  are  subiecte  to  obedience  for  god. 

*  leaf  87. 
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S06      utnt  «n  woom/b  iDAnaHmb    8ionkv.!JUJttb'  iMi- 


lit. 


And  racb  fynditb  «nd  haiitll  piveiaiiA  slaiiji^  )ml  mirjtoijr.iredEfii^ 
plesing  to  god,  £or  >e  whidL  )«i  afaid)  in  ^.d«j.  of  d<«ie  be  iroddid 
to  god,  and  haut  ^lieritege  ofJievcndr  .Ad  gm»m  f¥>$tpmh»mi  tu. 
Amen. 
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H  SucK  beieD)  pieoioiui  stores,  thai  be  meriborie  wedces»  fl&mpig  tQ 
god,  for  the  wkiche  at  the  day  of  dome,  thei  shuH  be  weddeJ  to  god, 
and  ahaSt  hare  the  heritage  of  the  kyngdome  of  'hereA-  15  liia 
irhiche  god  bf7n|;e  iPB  I  ^i^ien. 


[  LXVIL  ] 

ANTONIUa  IHE  EMP^EfiOUE. 
(flow  ▲  Totme  UAJSf  msA  wmcaHM)  fbqm  srisok  bz  xaai.. 

DAUOHTBR  or  ,A.  PJBATX.)         

Antonins  n^gnyd  a  wia».  £m|Nroat  in  ^:eite.ol  Soma;  and  at 
he  wention  a^.tymaby^  aech^d^  do  taM  howa  ^-^nt^ 
Mt7..the:Ha  of  ^  aee,  hadde  taki^  the«oiieof  agretayjtj 
nan,  And  bioi^  him  .in  to  }»e  priaoii)  of  |9  XkDp«t>iBv<Ht6  y*bQ^ 
This  yong*  man  wrote  WJiteiedir,  piayinfip  hvi^,,tp.hey  him.oot^ 
But  ^  lidir  Bent  word  ayen^  and.  aaidc^  That  heiwpld  noi  bye  him, 
ne  pay  no  goode  for  him.  And  when  ye  yong*  man  hnrde-^  wordi% 
he  wepte  aooi',  fai  noon  might  confort  him.  And  ^  Emperoitr 
hadde  a  dowt^,  ^t  ysid  euery  day  to  yieite  fia  prtaon)'.  And  to 
eomforte  fe  jong  man  in  aH  ^t  ahe.my)te;  AndLthen  }e  yong  man 
wolde  aaie  to  hire  )ruB,  ''what  ioy  or  eomforte  afaulda  I  make,.^ 
aitte  I-bounde  in  pftaon)  fro.sight  of  aH  men,  And  alao  myfiidiru  ao 
vnkynde,  ^t  he  wott  Aiot  pay  my  raaiiaom)  for  met"  Iliia  mayde 
hadde  of  him  grot  pyte^  in  m%  mooh  ^t!8bejBey4%  '*X  haoje  gret 
aorowe  for  ^  in  my^  herte ;  and  ^erfore,  if  ^oo.  wolt  gnaini  me  oo 
thing*  ^t  I  ahaH  iwke  of  ^  I^  ahaU  delioier  ^  fro  nS  ^  Angr^ 
tetZ.  fax  pan  wedde  me,  if  I  delioar  J^e."  ''|i8,''.qtLo^  h^/'and 
^erto  I  jive  fe  my  tmthe."  Thenne  she  daUncryd  him  oni  of 
prtaon),  And  atale  awey  wttA  him  to  his  fiulir.  Alid  when)  ^-Aldir 
aawe  his  sone^and  ^e  damesett  wttA  Jiim^  he  askid  of  liim  whert^ 

'  and  I,  MS. 


she  was  with  him.  "  Sir,"  quo^  }i%**  for  she  deliaeryd  me  oat  of 
prisoii),  And^^erfore  ah^TsbiA. he  my  wy£!,\.peiom  trnde  )m  £idi% ^ 
woUe  not  asaeofc  ji0rt<^  bj  no  maner,  ^  she  ha  ^.«ill»,  AncL^i  fl^r 
two  eawsis;,Ibe  ittzste  eanee  is.^js,.foc  sharknewe  wele..)»lJUi$ 
fadir  nij|t6  himerh^fac  ^i  woson^  g^.  goodi%^..aiid.aiUia  aha 
delitttfrad  ]»ejw<frely,ii^.diui,gi«teipmwlm  Moi  hanne  toJiim. 
luLir;  And  sUhe ahie  «a  vnkynde  a^d  fals  .to  jiim^tno  donto  of  A/^ 
may  not  he  ijialie^  (t  pt.  v.^(3wit  othir  causa  ia  .this,.|»t  whenne  Jiha 
delia^red  ^lit  was  not.fbv  cause  ci  pfta,  it  was  ioc  cwisa  xif  .)iist,f 
For  whenne  iihe  delinmd  )»e^;sha  took  )ii  tcowtke  ^  she  ahul<}«J«i 
^i  wife;  An^^tfrfoj^.sitbe  aha  dude  it  for  iuate  of  flesllr  jKHL^Aait 
neoer  haue  biia-.  tq  ^wife^".  .  Thanne  spake .  ^ .  (daqiftsellii  <to  -  |iiaria»l 
reson)  and  caS|,  and  said%  "  Sk»  t$r  ^  saiyft  I  w|s  Tn)cynde.tp  v^ 
ftdir,  ^t  is  npt:Mtfl;;fariinj  |Eid|r.is  a  fiche  .Ioid»  find  «aditk  VfOti 
of  his  goode^sFor  hf»wa«,poora.andaimpiil^  And  hild^iyil  oothingyAni 
^srfirae,  for  ^gr^  iffte  tl^at  t«h«ddax>t  him^  ai4.af .Jot  giSiti^^A^ 
I  tooka  of  i|ie.,hol41)r.tQ:.80CQ!^.him. .  3iit  ^a,^,liig|t  hi|q^  ^ 
ibndce  him^JNPdsdaiiyadl.J^^A|id  sq^iI  ;diidi(^n^  to^.iqr* 

Fadir;  for  «ij,  fi^idma  noha  y-npwaffApd  g|  thf  ««iie  lie  JB^jta 
haoe  hadde  iM^i.iaai^fhnt  hawpysiyd.hm  in'ifiK)i^,For  ]i0U.jaidiatk 
^  ^  woldist  not  pay  for  him ;  And  so  I  was  moi'  ky^da  to.  ^^ 
sone  ^  fi  selfe.  And  ^erfore  he  is  moi*  holden)  to  me  than  to  ^ 
To  ^t  o^  resoD),  wher  as  Jhni  soiast-jNttil  dude  it  more  by  cause  of 
luste,  I  say  that  It  ^ia^^mA  ioilU^  saida  af  i>a,vF<tf  Ivste  risitb  of 
Faimesse  of  <a^QM^  or.aUiaiior  his.atnBngbt^Boi.)a^spna  was  not 
atreng*,  for  ^.dmsa  J^  ha  had  in.prwQna.take^.it..ftom  hiniyTija 
he  1  waa  noiji  £ur^..  far.  he  W¥i  ^aH  4isfignridf  .in  Jpe^j^riioii ;  Ifofll 
^erfore  I  say^.oaJy  pyta  9&eYid  ma  to  do  aa  I  doda^  4ii.nat  l^9il^% 
Thenne  spake  ^  soni^.to  fe  fadir,  and  saida»  ''Fadir,  whenne  ^  I 
was  in  periH  of  perisshing*^  I  wrote  to  ^  for  to  be  delinared  of  ^ 
And^uwoldistfi^'dpit^  l^'^is  dameseUa  delinffiad  me  firo  detiie^ 
A  sayid  me,  and  ^o^  doi^teles  ahe  shaH>  ha  my  wife.**  Anoon  ha 
weddid  pe  damaaelle^  and  ii^.^ure  pes  endid*  ^ 

•  leafiOl,  ool.  U  «  "' : 
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Deere  frendis,  ^is  Emp^ronr  is  the  Fodir  of  heveDe,  ^  whidl 
regnyd  alway  in  hevene.  The  childe,  ^t  was  y-take^  is  aH 
mankjnde,  take  by  derelis  for  pe  synne  of  pe  fnrst  &dir  Adam;  tha 
whicli  mankynde  was  y-pnt  in  )«  pnson)  of  helle^and  koldyn)iii 
•grete  sorowe.  The  feuiir  wolde  not  bye  him,  so^  fe  wordle^  ^ 
whicli  is  his  &dir,  in  ye  same  nuuter,  for  by  him  he  is  snstenyd. 
The  donjft^,  ^t  is  so  fsire,  is  pe  godhede^  when  he  come  dowi^ 
fio  henene  to  erthe,  and  ioyned  him  to  manhede,  when  he  took* 
flessh  and  bloode  in  ^  virgine  marie;  and  so  he  made  goetely^ 
matrimonye  with  man>,  And  he  deHneryd  vs  vndir  ^is  condidoii),  ftA 
onr  sonle  shnlde  be  his  spouse;  as  witnessitll  ^  wordis  of  Oseo, 
Deapomabo  earn  mthi,  I  shaS  wedde  hire  to  me.  And  so  he  lefte 
fe  coorte  of  heneile,  and  of  angelis,  and  dwelte  yHth  ts  here  in  ^is 
wordle.  but  fe  fadir,  wH.  ^e  wordle,  graochitll  ayenst  t%  And 
wol<}  not  y^t  ye  sonle  wei^  ye  spouse  to  crist,  but  )Nit  we  seme  aH  to 
it.  And  if  ^t  We  plese  the  wordle,  Certenly  we  faH  into  ye 
gilder  of  ye  devd;  For  idl  ye  wordle  is^  sette  in  widddnesse;  And 
^erfore  hi  yb  ie  ye  wbrdle,  and  take  reftite  in  criste,  and  by 
good  Argument  we  shifi  haue  ye  kyngdond  6t  heuene.  Ad  quod* 
petdueai  &c. 

[  LXVIII.  ] 
D0NATU8  THE  EMP^iiOUR. 

(or  THB  THREE  IMAGES  IN  A  TEMPLE  AT  BOMB.) 

Donatus  regnyd  Emp^rour  in  ye  cite  of  Rome ;  And  he  dude  to 
be  sette  in  ye  temple  iij.  ymagis,  And  on  of  hem  hadde  a 
finger  reching*  to  ye  peple,  And  in  his  fynger  a  ryng*  of  golds ;  And 

'  it,  MS.  *  quofl,  MS. 
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[  XXVI.  leaf  36,  hack.  ] 

Onatus  reigno($  in  Rome,  that  did  make  in  the  Temple  iy. 
ymages.  One  had  his  hand  strecched  fortbe  to  the  peple,  and 
on  his  fynger  a  gold  ryng.     Thc^  other  ymoge  had  a  golden) 

*  That 
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•n  o^  ymage  a  beid  of  golde;  And  fe  thixde  hadde  a  mantelle  of 
purpure.  wheane  >6t  ynaget  were  y-maade,  the  IBmperwa 
eominaiiiidid,  ?p  peyne  of  detH^  >at  noon  ahold  qMnle  hem,  ne  do 
hem  haana  ne  wfoag«,  aeiL^ye  ryng,  of  the  herd,  or  of  pe  maateUa. 
Hit  hi^jipid  in  a  oertayna  tyme,  ^  fmr  ooma  a  tiraont^  namyiA 
Dyoniaiiia;  Ind  ha  enteiyd  into  >e  temple,  and  atale  >e  ring  fro  the 
first  ymage,  }e  herd  fro  ^e  aeciinde,^{aiid]  The  manteUe  fro  ^  thiide. 
Sone  he  waa  ^flrfoie  aocaaid*  and  faioajt  to^fore  ^  Emp^rpnr;  And 
^  he  waa  reprevid,  aa  man  ^t  I-apoiled  ^  ymagys,  ayenat  ^ 
eommaundement  of  }e  Emperonr.  Thenne  [he]  aaide^  <*  air,  I  may 
not  excnae  ne  hat  ^t  I  enteryd  in  to  ^  tempiH ;  Bat  towohing  fi 
oyer  crjmjB  ^t  ye  pat  to  me,  I  anawei*  thoa ;  the  fiirat  3rma^  jmt 
oat  hia  honde  to  me,  aa  who  aaiytft,  take  of  me  fia  ring*  at  my  jifte, 
And  yerfow  I  tooke  the  ring«;  And  whenne  I  iswe  ^at  othir  ymage 
haoe  a  goMyn)  heide,  I  tiioo^t  to  my  aelfe,  I  knewe  fe  fadir  of 
)ria  ymage,  And  he  hadde  neo^  no  herde  of  golde,  And  it  ia  no 
reaon)  Jut  he  he  hyer  yem  hia  fadir.  And  ^^rfore  I  tooke  of  him  ft 
herde,  for  he  ahulde  he  lyke  to  hia  fadir;  whaine  I  aawe  ye  thiida 

[8ee(md  Vernon.    AddU.  MS.  9066.] 

herde;  V  And  the  third  ha<)  a  manteH:  of  ^nrpure  and^  goU. 
V  whan  the  ymages  were  made,  the  Jhjnp^rour  comaundeJ,  that  no 
man  ahuld  diapoile'  the  ymages,  on  payii)  of  hangyng  and  drawyng,  ne 
to^  hem  do  no  disease,  that  is,  to  take  a-way  the  Bynge,  the  Berde, 
ne  the  ManteE  V  It  fille  on  a  day,^  that  a  Tyraunte,  whoa  name 
was  called^  Dynnys,  wente  into  the  Temple,  and  toke  away  the 
}tynge  fro  the  first  ymage,  and  the  Berde  fro  the  secondl  ymage,  and 
the  Mantett  from*  the  tiiirde.  Anoii)  he  was  take,  and  hroaght 
hefore  the  Emp^roor,  and  was  aocused  of  the  trespasse,  that  he  had 
spoyled  the  ^ymages.  f  "Sir,"  he  said,  "it  is  lefuH  to  me  to 
aonswere.  Whan  I  first  entred  the  temple,  the  Image  pat  forfhe 
first*  to  me  his  hande,  aa  he  had  said.  Take  this  Bynge  ^of  my  gifte ; 
and  therfore  I  toke  the  Byage.*  And  aftir  that,  I  sawe  the  second 
Tmage  have  a  ffoldyn)  herde ;  and  I  fought  in  my  hert,  that  I  knew 
his  Fadir,  tiiat  had  never  no^*  goldyn)  Beide,  and  that  it  Vas  ayenst^^ 
kynde,  that  the  sone  shold  he  hyer  than  the  Fadir ;  and  thmore  I 
toke  fro  hym  the  Berde,  that  he  shuld  he  like  his  Fadir.  T  And 
aftir^  I  sawe  the  Uiirde  yoiagey  with^*  a  Mantett  of  porpnre^^  and 

'  purpUk  and  of.        '  qxnrle.        '  Om,        *  tjme.        *  Om. 
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jniMB»  wtift  hifi(  mantdS,  I  tfaouglll  in  11^711^  hei^  ^'^  nmtella 
"WHS  good  for  me  in  wjni$r,  And  ^  ^jnnge  Indderao  node  forof  in 
wynter  ion-  cakle^'  ]^e  in  Mtter,  ior'tiwnne  it  iroUte  be  oomewi^' 
flod  •^erfonr  I  tookft  a^imy  f^  mamlefi,  And  ooFirn  yv^'^haiie  linide 
nyn  Anewen.^  Aai  ^enne  aeide  ^  EmpemVi  *i))fm  haele  fiNd^ 
MMwetid.? .  And-  keceide  to  liini,  ^''wbj  mbj  yum^buA  0pdk&  ^ 
ymagiey  flitk  I <luDigid  ^inoinen.dnMido  it;  .Thynie:^^^  sonfthe 
Iwlb  dampnyd  thei^'  ^  And  ^eirfore  he^mote^)!  his  bed,  Ae. 


MOBAUTS. 

M  la  lKpefc|3i..g08tIy,  -^  Enq;>0irour  ie  pe  fadir.of  hevene,  ^  whidk 
JL  JuUti  8etU«piy«  yinagift  in  the  temple  of  ^^ondk^aeiZ.!^^ 
nienf  wiae  jnen,  and  my^ty  men*' .  This  tiisnnt  signified  lofltioii^ 
sbsRWflt  and  haili£s»  And  socli  as  takith  away  Ao  pooie  men  puid 
sjoi^pitt  a.]grng*y  set/,  hiie  gpodis ;  And^seiytlSy  '<  nn^*  we  not  take 
henitiidienr  thei  jive  vs  hem;"  Foi  if  a  pooi^ni^  hane  o}t  to  do 
among'  hem^  if  ^  be  wolde  be  apedda,  <anoon  he  puttiftk  fotb  his 
bond  to  ;i¥e  h^m.    Also  ^  take  away.)»  beid^of  BJchessc^  ^  k, 

>iioweye,M«.  *  kaf  201, ool  2. 
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gold! ;  and  I  thought,  that  in  ifvyntiir  a  golden)  niant^  shnld  be  eoU, 
and  therfore  the  ymage  neded  not  the  mantett  in  colcl  wyntir,  ne 
in  Sbmer,  For  it  is  hevy ;  and  therfoio  I  toke  a-way  the  golden 
inant^ii''  %  Than^  the  Eraperoar  said,  ^wikkedly  thon  hast 
ftunsWered,  whi  thou  shnldest  more  robbe  the  ymage*  than  ^any 
odier  man,  sithen)'  I  oiomaunde<),  ypoh)^  payii)  of  dethe,  that  no  man 
shuld  do  to^  hem  no  gfevaunce ;  thi  mouth  hath  condempned 
tlu  self'.''  V  The  Emperour  called  one  of  his  Squyers.  and  aeid, 
*  go  fast,  and  sknyte  of  his  hede."    and  so  it  was  done.* 

H  Seclaiaeio.  Frondes,  this  Emp^roor  is  the  Fladir  of  heveh), 
that  teised  vp  the  iij.  ymages  in  tfaid  temple  of  this  world,  IT  That  is, 
poors  men,  wise  men,  and  myghty  men!  IT  Th^  Tyrannt,  the 
Theefe,  is  lostices,  Sherefis,  and  Bidllies,  that  takeid  a-way  fro  the 
poors  men  the  goldei^  tynge,  that  is,  her  goodes,  and  sajren),  "may  I 
n6t  take  it,  whan  he  vevetll  it  met"  %  For  whan  the  poore  man 
bathe  ought  to  do,  nyllehe  wUle  he,  h6  shaft  put  forth  his  honde 
for  to  yeve  hetu,  yf  he  wolle  spede.    IT  Also  thei  takeii)  a-way  the 

'  Om.  '  ymuffsB,  ^  other  men  aholde,  sethe. 

*  on.  *  17m.  *  du. 
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9rlna'.Xiii.^«b«fiii«i  9adeiry.orpu]»li6aBe,TfaBiixie^  aef,  ^loal 
hA  iB  Brmtkbf  And  woldei  be  noon  than  iiis  a ji^  ^mB ;.  kte  tb  take  fto 
him^  Mrhaie  ;^:  And  aO'^^iialmamsr  ^beidld.Bifllieaiei  kf 
caTiUapoas'ftad  dijuyng*  wmdifli'  Aadifbj  ^:auarteii JL  ▼ndiiitnnfc 
ftfliiii  MMft  ik^hytt^bgniH /wUGhtt:TF«il;&  to  eoneoteilvel  men  eai 
wlHneiir^Jte^  'woftekvewie  eiae ayenet hiiiy and eey^  ^  lie  tet^ 
boktona  le  BiaBy»  «nd^toJwaiBie,i  And  knowitit  not  him  aelfa,  tii 
WQode  by^Ua  fKnnir,.and  torcoaeifcoiit  ^ And  ^ettee  audi  a  mud  y&k 
aecme,  And aakalb  bim te  depxtTid.of  iuaoffine.  : And  fertoan,  bUb 
tbfiiae  liiija  aoan^iof'  wiskul  tiiieft'  absH  be  dampnjrd.tedetil  bi  biie 
owenirtrkia^firiMiit^'eoBe  afe^  fe  Ing^.  And  ^Inge,  BeU^entABp- 
Amende  i».alle^  And  atnd^faheaeiie  Umsb  1    Amen. 


t*^m 
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geUkid'befdy^iba^iSy  mbam. ihei  sonea nute  fadie  ncbeaBe,  or  ha^<e 
grace,  Anoe)  tbei  8ayeii)«**'8e  this  cbode  inlh  be  moie  than  haa. 
fadir  I  Take  we  fro  bymth^  Berde  of  licbeBte^  for  it  is  I-nou^  to 
hym  to  be  like  his  Fadir.**  IT'  Also  by  the  golden)  xnantdS  ia 
TndiietonJ  man  In  dig^yte,  that  gladly  tke  snmle  torectes.  tb6 
malefaolonrs  iconapgen)  ju>d  aayoily  he  ^  over  eold^.or  aeyn^  ha  ia 
over  bote  by  covetise,  or  oyer  steme  by  myght ;  wheifore  sucbe  onf 
the!  accosen),  aiid  for  bis  offence  tbei  dampnen)  bynu  and  all  sucbe 
erell  doexa  dyen)  an  evdtt  dethe. 


[  LXIX.  ] 

>       .    MERELAUS  J9E  EMPJ^JZOXTR 

(vnn  «fOBX  or  oonstisgb  nr  cBAiuoBB'a  *^iuat  ow  ULWt^n  taia") 

erelans  legnyd  a  wise  Smperoiir ;  and  he  bad  wiaddid  to  wift 
^'kyngys  dowter  of  hongeryy  ^  wbicli  waa  a  faire  woman, 
and  fcA  of  werids  of  mercy.  So  in  a-  certdyne  tyme,  ^ 
Emperonr  as  be  lay  inbia bed;  ptirposid  to  yisite  ]ye  holy  lond ;  And 
yerfon  in  ]»e  niorowe  he  cilllid  to  him  ^  Enrpreise,  and  bis  brothiry 
And  ]^nne  he  saide,-^' Dame^it  hiay  not  be  laynd,  orhelid,  or  kepte 
fto  ^  ^t  I  wofi  to  fe  holy  lond ;  )^t  is  my  tul  purpose ;  and 
^erfore  I  ordene  and  sette  fe  in  my  stede,  for  to  ndr  and  gou^me  ye 
Empire,  in  worship io  me,  and  profite  to  my  peple."  'Thenne  saide 
she,  **  sithen  it  ma^y  be  noon  othir  wayy  be  it  don  aa  )Km  wolt  haue 
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it,  And  I  shal  be  iurtiH  ia  your  absence  y^  hadde  kst  hke  make; 
for  I  trowe  ^  yewoli  tann  home  a^  in  goods  helthe.''  TIm 
£mpefoiir  eonioriid  hire  yriih  f»kn  and  awete  wordai^  and  kiala  hif% 
and  teoke  his  leva,  and  paeaid  hia  wey.  whema  kawaa  goa,  hia 
bioihir  wex  proat^  and  depramd  riebe  and  pooi^y  And  jh  aland  tiia 
EmpdfBsae  to  vpnom ;  but  die,  as  a  goode  woman  akoMe  do^  aeida 
ytX  she  urolde  not  bj  no  way  aaeent  to  aynne,  aa  loQg<  aa  biia 
hosboiicl  lirid.  but  he  wolde  not  leave  ao,  but  enarmoi'  atiiid 
hi]^  yerU^  whenne  yoX  he  my^t  fynde  hire  by  hire  oone*  At  ^ 
lasle,  whenne  ^  EmpereBse  aawe  ^t  he  wokl  not  be  eoreetid,  na 
amendid  ol  Ma  foly,  aha  callid  to  hire  i^.  or  iiij.  worUn  lordk  of 
the  Empire,  and  saide  to  hem,  ^Serifl^  ye  wete  wele^  ^t  my  lord 
maad  me  ^  principalle  of  hia  Empire,  and  ^t  his  brothir  ahnlda 
be  stiward  yndir  me,  And  ^t  he  ahnlde  not  do  wAAoate  me ;  And 
he  depiesaith,  aa  ye  see  wel,  pooi'  and  simple  pej^e^  apoilitll  ridia 
and  grete,  and  mooi*  harme  wolde  do,  if  ^  ^  he  myjte;  For  y^ 
which  I  charge  you,  ^t  ye  strongly  bynde  him,  and  caste  him  in 
prMOh)."  Thenne  saide  ^i,  *'  certenly,  he  hath  do  makdl  ItIH  aitk 
he  went^  And  ^drlore  w»tA  glad  hertis  we  shuH  fulfifi  your  witt.** 
Anoon)  )^i  laide  hondis  rpon  him,  And  bond  him  in  \e  priaoii),  witK 
bondis  of  yre ;  And  there'  he  was  many  day.  So  at  ^  laste  word 
come,  ^at  ^  Emperoor  was  in  comyng*  home ;  And  ^nne  thou^t 
ho  to  him  sclfe,  "  If  my  lordo  come  horn),  and  fynde  me  hei',  he  wo8 
spci'  the  cause  of  myne  enprisonement,  and  ^enne  she  wolir  telle  him 
^  cause,  howe  ^at  I  temptid  hire  to  synne.  And  )?enne  shall  I  neusr 
haue  graoe  of  him,  and  happely  lese  my  life."  And^  thenne  anoon 
he  sent  a  messag*  to  ^e  Empresse,  p[r]ayinge  hire  ))at  she  wold  f owche 
safe  to  come  to  ^  pHsou),  and  speke  wtt^  him  a  word,  whenne  ^ 
Empresse  hurde  ^e  message,  she  com  don),  and  askid  of  him  what  he 
wolde.  Thenne  said  he,  ''  gentitt  lady,  haue  m^rcy  on  me,  for  if  my 
lord  fynde  me  hei^,  I  am  but  ded."  "  If  y  knewe,**  quo^  she,  **  that 
yo\3L  wolde  leeve  thy  foly,  And  ^at  I  my^t  fynde  ^  a  goode  honest 
man,  ^it  ^ou  shuldist  haue  grace."  And  he  saide,  ''Ji^;"  and 
l^tfrto  he  made  surte  of  feith.  Thenne  she  brou^t  him  out  of  ^ 
prison),  and  gert  bathe  Uini,  And  clyppe  Lim,  and  shave  him ;  And 

Mt,  M&  '  ^trion,  MS.  '  kaf  201,  col.  2. 
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tfayenxiB  •!»  anddft  him  in  prvcioas  dotiluiig'y  and  saide  to  Mai, 
^^BmAiaTf  nomi  take  fi  palfirayy  and  come  iHt4  moy  Aaid  lideiryM 
me  ajenat.  our  kidt  •  Urn  enqueaie  rood  to  meele  iHth  him,  irM 
^  atinwa»d,«mf  ifianyothir  lowfaaiid  mjuyairia,  infc  gietemtdtituJaL 
Aodaa  ibiAiM^'MmgffernM,  an  hyiide  iH'^  irey,  iritft  a  awifie 
paae;  And^eiiAeaS^aiwe^JuieeyjNl^afttr'wM  hcMadia,  ia  ha«i 
aa  thai  m3i^te^  So  ^t  neott  wia  leflo  with  )«  ladf,  hot  only  )^ 
afeiwaxd*  And  whMi  U  «iiKa^  )miI|  haasid,  ^Daflae,  heen  hiali la% 
pniFe  Ibiaal^  and  it  ia  lo^p  iitll  I  loarid  yon ;  go  we  nowe  ^dir,  and 
kt  m»  i^lay  wtt^  the.*^  Theane  aalde  ahe^  <<  aey,  fbole,  hdwe  meiiyill 
^1  dude  I  noi^iatefday  dell«er'^  out  of  pHa(H]l^  for  ^  aholdM 
keve  |4  tolj^  and  nowe  pm  -turret  ^arto  aoone  ajenf  I  tdle  )ie 
nowe  aa  I  dude  albm^  }§k'^AM  noon  doit  with  me  hut  myne 
haahon<iy  ^  may^hakngeithylawe.'^'  Thanne aaide he,  ^fomett 
and  hot  ^aaaai^  to' me,  I  dmfi  kmig^hy  thehaii^^ottaln 
here  in  ^  fbveat,  whep  neoer  noon  ahiA  mete  in'ift  the^  And  ao  fim 
ahalt  hane  ft  fewle  ende.  t^^Ihenne  aaide  ahe^  <* And  ^  fern  emyta 
^  hed  fto  tny  hody,  and  Tee  in  me  aft  maner  oftonnentii^  fan,  AtSk 
neaar*  compeUe  me  to  aynnet**  ^enne  he  nakid  hire  evene  to  ^ 
amok,  and  hong*  hive  hy  Jie  heeria  Tp  on  an  Oke;  And  he  hond  iaat^ 
hone  by  ye  tie.  And  whenne  he  badde  douB  fw^  he  lood  to  his 
felowia  ajen,  And  aaide,  ^  a  gret  multitude  of  peple  had  atolyn)  and 
Kaviaahid  fe  kdy  fiom  hym ;  And  ^erfore  waa  maade  gret  aovowa 
on^r  aH  the  Empire.  Aftir,  irtMn  thie  daya^  ther  hnntyd  an  Erk 
in  f9  foreet ;  And  aa  ye  honndia  ronne  after  ye  wolfia,  thai  fette  a 
aanour,  and  lefte  hii'  tennyng*,  and  tooke  hire  coma  ynto  ye  tve. 
Whenne  ye  Erie  aawe  ^at^  he  merveilide  hiely,  and  amot  ye  home 
vriih  ye  aporis,  and  pnranyd,  tifi  he  com  to  ^  tre  where  the  lady 
heng*.  And  whenne  ye  Erie  aawe  hire  hong*  ther  hy  ^  heeria,  he 
hadde  gret  oompaarion)  of  hire,  hy  oauae  yet  aha  waa  ao  faire ;  and 
aaide  to  hire,  **  aey,  womaid,  what  art  yc%  And  whi  hongiat  ^on  yae  f  " 
And  ahe  waa  on  live,  by  ye  mirakiH  of  god,  and  aaide  to  him,  ^'  I  am 
awoman  of  straungecontre,  And  howeIhong«hei^Inot;  godwotl*? 
And  thenne  aaide  ye  Erie,  '^  whoae  horae  ia  ^ib,  y^  atondith  by  ye 
tier'    << Sir,"  qno^  ^  lady, '' it  ia  myn&"    The  Erie  tarowid  ahe 
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Imhm  ai]io»i4k  liftilt.iQhi]di  to  dcnlflr^  And  if  Jmotokwndnftdkia  fto 

lAnl^drfco  liftoo^po^B.Somnb''  rUmmeiMo  iJwi|i^dry  intagiDohi 
M  X  ]«lkj  J  Witt  fidiUo  ji9ir  wiUe.?  ))e.iIkk.4aQk  Juk  d0«ii%  mad 
taro«}^.hii^^4««i9aftdl».a^  hit  d<Mi|tdriii4|D.)ijn  Inpyitf; 
AMd;|iqriwf  ihe  hyiia  fe  itMiift  j^hithb^  fo  lontiMi  hy  vau  Aad 
^  eonlowo  haddi4i  daTp^aoUeijiggiiybjptwyiio  hitOMril  jie  YmpiiMii^ 
9;pdmam^^nf)tmm  )J9thruui7iig«Airo  infa  lio^e^  Jknd  die  btM 
}»« M wd, >iitshiv wt la?id cf^ttinsikK  Ofail^^ Sib liaddoia kk 

lo  liue;<»£  fljmfoH  Jk>«B^^A2ld  ^asnthe  utir«id  to  Jum^i^iin,  and  «adi^ 
}m4 ahe  kaddft(yir«iade>*lK>we  to:gad^  ^•ahiTihaUriMiMr  lovv noon 
bj  cocb  manttr  loTB^  Wtidm  ^  )ia  Janto  at  gad  araUa^^  aha  lofid. 
aaiaima.8aida,  ^  aliwaid,  urtti  igwi  indignaeirt,  "^ J»a  welt  Ml 
0»imta  96  hjiia*wmj.V**  Xkanna  aaida  aha,  Kao^  ariMl  watt  f^  laat 
}0Mk(i  )' w(dt'k€)pa  ^  ¥0wa  faitl  haaa>inaada  to  godtT  •  Xha  atiwaid 
9ad(|away«aiid^C9ta».^Lwott.faar?Qiigid  of  >a»if  I  oar***  Ithaiipid 
iKf  ae^^y^a  njrjt,  ^f^doi'of  ^>Srlia.aliamh»  wia  J^efta  ofyi^ 
A  ^  stiward-  {Mfneayrid'  iV  uid  wont  !&,  Andifond'^iA  on  akpai 
]^fid  whennB'  ha^foad  aft  oa  alapa,  lie  lokid  j^boatei  by  li)t  of  ^ 
lampe^  And  sawe.^  bad  of  |ia  £m|Mre6ae ;  And  wbaano  he  aawa  fe 
Biqp^reaaa  ligg^mg*  wii&  tha  £rlia  deu^tdr^  ha  drawa  aot  a  knyfe,  and 
autla  the  ^throta  of  tha  chUda^  uid  thenne  .putta  pnuylicha  ^ 
knjrfa  dn  the  bond  of  fe  Empdrefle^  lor  intent  )Nit^|*a  ioid,  whanna 
ba  wakid,  my^t  see  by  tha%t  of  ^  lampo^  blody  bayfa,  and  dema 
in  his  heita^  she  hadde  slayna  ^  cMlde  with  biia  owne  knyfa^ 
andoM)  to  jive  hiie  Ivitt  detha  Aftir  att  this,  >at  >a  atiwaid  hadda 
akyne~^|shilde,4uul  putie  ^  knyft  in  tha  bond  of  ^  Emparosse^ 
It  bappid  ye  contessato  waka;  And  aa  she  lokid  ^p,  and  oat  of  tha 
bedy  she*  pereeytSd  howe  ^  pe^  Etaprasse  badda  in  hiza  bond  a 
blody  knyfe.  And  wtt^  that  s^t  sha  was  ny  oat  id  mynda.  And 
saidato  hixa  boabond^  mt^  an  hya  tms,  <'  Ser,  ssr,  awake,  and  lake 
to  ^  bed  of '^  kdy,  and  see  what  she  holdilll  in  hire  honci ! ''    Tha 

■  leaf  201,  Uaok,  ool.  2. 


JUtt  wakid,«i|d  kkid  ta<^  btd,*  And  ^ibenw  lie  4mwe  ^e  Uodjr 
k^jHiy  heiriMfi  imt » litili  tiovbelidiin  spktte,  Ami:  aide  to  liii»»  aad 
wd%  M  A w«ki^  )m ^MMp),  wlMit  is  *^  in  thi  bonder  T^mum 
^'Empji^itia  »iwfc#  tlmowe.ci7ingei,  And<^  knx^  fell  o«fc  of  iiin 
jMmdei^end-ehe.lelnd  eoidil,  end  aftwe-^  childe  dedl,  and  Mte  }% 
^9i  Aitt of  kloodob^  Ibenne  Ao oyde  wtUan  Iqre  vojm,  and  aaide^ 
i^OltiAllael^djrlotdi^doi^tef'ie  8kijnei^'>Wlnniie  >»  oonnteeoe 
knidov  ^  hiie ^donjter  wie..dM/olio  erydo  to  'htio  loide  wM  a 
yoomiAift'VOSni^  atoddnide^  <^fo/elo|iie  diBvifi  or  womari^  wbedir  aha 
iMrfal^^  batft  alafno  oor  doajfter;^  And  fan' )»:  ootuiteeao  epake 
la fe  Empaeaie;  and  8«d«,^It  la  apjrniy  eeeyn^^il  ^m  baal  IdMa 
mj  ohiUeiritA  ^i  bij&i  andorllil  thjiio  aWne  bbifdii^  Andferf^ 
^aiudt  liaoa^m  fowle  dolii^''  Thennr^eaide  ]ie  Eiia  to  hire,  wM 
grab soBOwa 6f.!ii6rte,  ^ Womai), if* dmdaaf  |;od wopo  not^  aotlialy  1 
aMd  anqrtaihfiilbed  fto  ^ibo^iHiih  ngr'awefdo^-ailheii  I  aafid 
^«fro  detlly  «Dd  fomwiim  hart  Ayne  my  do«qtet^  •  KaneyfeleBe  for 
«M  shali»^diaQe  nooilliaiaie^  Imt  aoiia,  I  daoi^:^  go  out ef  nijr 
bonftte,  forifaaarl  fynde  ^eEaftflrJ^ia  day^iit  myna  aoeBil[T]e»  aottiefy 
^  Aalt  naitin-  eU  bie^  r  .SurUDrnpnete  naa^HA  of  aotowe,  And 
d«da  on  hiM^idolki8(  And' took  hiia  palf)nq^<aid  lood  toward  ^  eeai; 
And  aa  AaiBo  Mod  by  |e  iraqr^  ahe  aawa-apah'  of  Ckdowis  on  ^  kfta 
bund,  And  Oac^bepoUii  ledyi^  a  maii),  for  to  be  ded. :  The  Empreaae 
marid 'thoiDitoipite,  amot  ^boia  with  ^  sporis,  And  went  to  }b 
Miet,  and'  aaide  to  ^  caccb8|x>DlB^  ^  Deei^  frenika,  I  am  redj  to  bey 
^maa  fro  detbe;  if  je  woilr  aaaa  bim  for  made."  ^  ^ie,''  qno^  }ek 
60  ^kdj  aobordid wttA  bam^and aayid  ^  man ;  And  tbenne  aaida 
^'Jadjrtor^iiui,  ^^Dearo'  fteodybe^  Bowa  fro  benee  foawaid  a  trewe 
BMai),  dtft  I  savid  >i  lifo.f  *f^  lady,*?  qncf  be,  <'and  JMit  I  bibota 
f^^'*  And"  80  be  feiowid:^  kdy.  And  wbanne  ^  wave  eome  ny 
a^eytay:<tbe  kdy  laida  toi  bim,  ^fp  afore  in  to  )«  aite^  and  Ordayna 
fMr  me  an  boneet  boate^.'^  '  And  be  so  dnd^;*  And  wb»  dwelie  in  ^ 
ayte  by  many  days,/ And  mm  of  ^>  cite  bad  bya'  lidfvaile  of  bire 
iureneeaoi  Andofto  tyme  apake  to  biia,  for  doyng*  of  ^tynna,  bnt  ^ 
aiyjte  Inot  apede.  Hapt>id  eoone  ailir^  ftJ^  pe^mutB  a  ^bippe,  I-cbargid 
«nM mangr manarof  MarefaaondlBa^  Aadwbeiaia iM^hriy bnrda apdM 
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ferot,  she  Bade  to  hire  semannty  ^  go  to  ^  shippoi  and  loko  if  faa 
MO  ony  goode  cbthiB  for  me.''  The  eenumnt  entrid  }b  ahippo,  and 
Ibiide  ^  many  dioerse  prsdoua  dothis ;  And  he  aaide  to  fe  mautar 
of  the  shippe,  ^t  he  aholde  oome,  and  speke  with  hia  ladj.  The 
maiatsr  graiinteci.  The  aanurant  ^ede  home  agayidy  and  tolde  hire 
howe  }b  maiatsr  wolde  oome.  So  ye  maiatar  oome  to  hiie^  and 
wonhipAilly  aalnayd  hire ;  And  fe  lady  apake  to  him  Ibr  dotk  Ibr 
hii^  mnjnfff  And  he  granntid  hii^.  So  the  aamaont  jede  i^en  wM 
him  to  ye  ahip;  And  Jian  )e  maiatar  aaide  to  him,  '^Deei^ftend,  I 
nolde  ahewe  to  ye  mj  conaaile,  if  I  may  triate  ye;  And  if  yoa  woB 
my  eonaail  kepe,  aotlily  I  ahaH  wele  reward  ye  for  ^i  mede."  TheA 
aaide  ^t  o)dry  ^I  w6&  awei^  vpon)  a  booke,  yoi  I  ahidi  kepe  thi 
oonaail,  and  ^6rto  helpe  ^  in  aH  ^  I  may."  Then  aaide  ye  maiaisr, 
**  I  love  hii^  moie  yaxt  you  wcli  leve,  ther  ii  in  hire  andl  a  fidmeaae^ 
And  ^erfor  I  wold  )ive  aH  the  goode  ^  I  hane^  §n  to  hane  of  hire 
my  wiU ;  And  if  I  may  hane  hire  by  thyn)  helpe  or  conaaily  do  aaka 
of  me  what  yoa  wolt,  and  I  ahaH  pay  ye,"  Thenne  aaide  the 
aamannt)  **  idi  me  how  yoa  wolde  I  dude,  ^t  ahe  weere  at  the^* 
Then)  aaide  he,  "  Jkm  ahah  go  to  hire,  and  aay  to  hire,  yei  I  wolt  not 
late  oat  my  clotlL  by  no  way  to  no  oreatnrey  and  ao  make  hire  oome 
to  me  to  ahippe ;  Bat  late  hire  not  oome  to  ahippe  tiH  tyme  yt^  ther 
liae  a  gret  wynde,  For  ihenno  I  shatt  leede  hire  away  w^  me.  And 
ahe  ahatt  not  scape."  "  This  is  a  good  oonseU,"  qao^  ye  traitoar ; 
**  bat  ;iTe  me  my  mede,  And  then  'I  shali  folfili  your  wifi."  when 
the  traitoar  hadde  receiviJ  his  meede,  he  went  to  hia  lady,  and 
tolde  hire  howe  ye  maister  wolde  not  aende  his  cloth  oate  of  hia 
ahippe, — ^  Bat  he  proyd  yoa,  ^t  ye  woU  come  dowid  to  ye  watir, 
and  yer  ^  shaH  see  and  haae  clothis  at  yoar  owne  witt."  The 
lady  trowid  ye  traitoar,  and  went  to  ye  ahip ;  and  when  ahe  enterid 
ye  ahip,  ye  tiajrtoar  s«raaant  aboode  wit^oate.  And  then  ye  maistn*, 
aeyng*  a  gret  wynde  to  rise  yp,  he  sette  vp  sayle,  and  faste  rowycl ; 
And  when  ye  lady  peroeyvid  yia  treson),  she  was  greUy  mevid  in 
mynde,  and  aaide,  "  what  kynnys  treson)  is  ]ns,  ^t  yovL  hast  y-do  to 
me!"  ''Nay,"  qao^  he,  ''it  is  noon)  othir  tresoii)  bat  ^t  I  shaii 
eomane  w»t^  ye  fleahly,  And  wedde  ye  to  wife."    Thenne  saide  she^ 
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''  Sir,  I  bane  maade  arow  to  god,  ^t  I  shali  neoer  do  ^t  trespMi 
but  wi't^  him  ^  I  am  bounden  to  in  lawe."  ^S^  not  ao,**  q«o|r 
he ;  ''  poa  art  nowe  in  mjddm  of  ye  aea,  And  ferfoi  bol^a  coaaani 
to  me, I  ahidi  caste  fe in  myddat  of  ye  watir."  Thenne Mde ^ladyi^ 
''aitll  it  diatt  be  ao^  ozdeyne  me.  a  place  in  ye  aHpv  A^d  I  ahatt  d» 
yy  wiH  or  I  dye."  The  m«iat«r  tiowid  to  Hire  wocdia;  and  aha 
dxowe  a  enrtejna,  wbgin  ahe  waa  in,  betwyne  hire  and  him;  And 
thenne  ahe  kndid  doii^And  made  hiie  pmTeiiB  tor  god  in  tSMiaa 
wofdifl^  '*  My  loid  god,  yeJL  haet  y-kept  me  60  my  jowthede,  kqw 
me  now  in  yis^  hour,  ^  I  be  not  filid,  ^  I  niay  pje  pe  my  aowie 
wiih  a  dene  hetf  whfiQ  ^ia  onaone  waa  y-maad^  ^  foa  yp  ao  gial. 
a  tempest  in  ye  eee,  ^  ^*  shippe  brake,  and  att*  weie  «dvqm^ 
exoepte  ye  lady  And  the  maiater.  The  lady  dxowe  to  a  bofd^.ihas 
whidl  baie  hire  to  ^  hmde ;  And^maistertookeanothirbQBdyaad 
so  pasaid  to  ye  londe,  But  neither  of  hem  knewe  of  otharis  ■^^n^^jfii^' 
The  iady  went  to  an  Abbeye  of  nonnys^  and-ther  ahe  waa  woBdUfi 
folly  leceiyid  ;  And  dwelte  ^Joag*,  and  liyiil  an  holy  life.by.ka^ 
tyme^In  ao  moche  ^  god  lent  hue  gmce  >at  ahe  hajelid  many  iykaf 
iblke ;  And  >0rfoie  aU  qrke  in  enery  syde  ^  Abbey  drowe  thedit  to. 
beheelidyAndioyefullywemaped.  Nowe^biotiUr}of  hnxehodKNidr 
^t  hongid  hire  by  ye  heii',  waa  a  foul  lypre;  The  kny^t  ^t  alowe. 
ye  Erlis  doubter,  and  putte  the  Uody  knyfe  in  hire  hand^  waa  def 
and  blynde ;  The  saroaunii  ytX  Jiadde bytmyd  hir,  waa  hal^yng*; . And 
ye  maist^r  of  ye  ship  waa  halfe  oat  of  mynde.  when  the  fimpaivmr 
huide  telle,  ^t  suche  an  hody  )Bnd  a  Tcrtuya  woman)  was  in  suck  a: 
place,  he  saide  to  his  bxothir,  ^'Deere  frende^  go  we  to  ^at  abbey,. 
yelk  ye  body  woman)  may  heels  ^e  of  ^i  lipve.**  Thenne  adds  he^. 
**  }a,  lord,  if  I  shulde."  Anoon  wtUoote  taroyug*  The  Emperour,  in. 
hii  owne  persone,  tooke  his  brothir,  and  went  to  ye  nonnys ;  And 
when  ye  nonnys  hurde  teUe  o£  ye  Emparoun  comyflg*,  Thd  went 
ayenst  him  wi't^  piocessioii).  The  Emparouv  enspeced.of  the  pnoxass^ 
if  ^t  yer  were  ony  audi  an  hooly  womaa)  therymi)  among  hem,  AvA 
ahe  saide  ''^";  And  be  baade,  yei  ahe  8hulde.come.£Drti&L;  And  ^ 
maade  hire  come  forUl,mid  speke  witft  ye  £mparour.  The  empersase 
hydde  hire  face  wttA  a  vrympifi,  for  she  wdde  not, ben  y-knowe; 
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thanne  fe  Smpflnrar  Baide.to^liiie^'^tfinra  kdj ,  ciat  ys  htelar  agr 
Inothirof  bpiii^.%  JljBeomii^wik^at-mbidmikytwMiAmArjtAM 
luHM  it"  Tliei  Empieato  lokid  jAewtt.  Hiie,.4ttd  dii>9aro«grTi4  ibaM 
ye bvotlur  of- )o  EiiipmKur.ctdocl>0r » fovlli^^ apd WDWig^  tpiOBgtf 
out  at  ^  TiMgft  on.«Qt  ^6 ;  -And  f»i^  £mp0roiiv>imi  fer^rMihitf 
nhe  biolliiry  aft  sjke  p^lfl  tiiat>wat  fer  tibomUf  QMB^<tlMdir  lo^te 
heelkL  And«tiiennie  midmfib  Emymmae.fal  )i«Bmp«'QiB^  -f^toen^iCy* 
gitf  me  dHt  yoni;  Epipifey  Itnugri  nM(.badA  jioqr  Imtbiry.  bi|l  If  h^.ipnv 
oonleasid  Amonc^iAlt^  pepH"  ^XheEii^ptfrmtftinittydf  ftoildtlnDoain 
And  baad  kirn  make  opyrt  <cwrfeMioa>t  ^ike  mg^  be*<.eUniidiv 
ThuuM  he  maade  eontosioid  otf  iA:ltt»liflBy.EMepferk»w4  ^  ba  liMiiidi 
^  Empef*e8Be  by  ^heyiji^  bvt^  tha^woid  ]ie»not  lowohe-ol :.  Thiwia 
Mide  ^  emperaaie  to^  Smper^ni^ ''fluylCI'piitte  ttiedaq^.io* 
him,  it  ia  but.  veyid^^  I:do^fori:ha  ia  nit  ^ ftJIy  eanleaaid.'^ 
Thenne  ye  'Empdrour- tamyci^  ta  hia  bioUur,  lancl.  aaide^  fjknt. 
jomai]),  what  aooiy  ineoehidne«aa  ia  ift  ^-i  Saiat  )Kn  not  frah^-. 
^  ^  art  4i'  latliij  lyp^t  i»«dt  fern  not  Wk.  aH  fertile  f^t^ 
may  be  maade  hoole  A  deesiet  4Shiyp»  pe  anoon^  or  eOyi  )»tf. 
dudtbepottaolituyf  my-oompanyibr  eoenn^ra. .  ^■AMoid,''qiie|r 
he,  ''I  may  not  ^'ahiyoe  mey  tyl  tyme-^I  haae'iaarl^  «f  '^ 
grace  and  mfrcy.*^  Thau  nide  ^  Empe^aoTi  ^^Whatt  haalr.^om 
tnapaaaid  vnta  met*'  ^^^s^Biitf''  qticy  ^  othir, •<''!, haiia..hiely 
treapaaaidayMiatjMm,  And  J^orelatkamafay  or  l4diaUeaay  whaK 
it  ia."  The  Emperont  thonglit  no  ihynga  oi  ye  iBmpenmej  fet'ha. 
trowid  ^t  Bhe  had  ben  ded  nudq^  di^  afore;  iind  yerion  he  aaada 
to  him,  ''tett  beldely'  iwhi^t  <^n<ha8t  tieapasaidayeiiat  me^  im 
dowtelea  I  IbrjiTe  flie  it;^  Thenne  adde  he,  howe  ^t  he^rtMd  fe 
Emptfresae  to  qrnne,  And -^'^aifoie  hongid  hir^  by  ye ^heeiyak 
Whenne  ye  £mp0fx>ar  httide-^'  he  waa  ny  wood,  in-  herte^  -and 
aaide, ''Al  fake  harlot^  Teniaiuiee  of  god  is  6di:<Tpoitt  ^  f  And  if  I 
hadde  knowyn)  yis  byfoie,  I  dinlde  bane  pat  ye%o  ye  fowliat  datk 
Jwt  ony  man  myjte  haoe."  Thekme  saide  ^•knyjt^  ^t  alowa  ye 
Erlys  doa^ttff*,^  **  I  wota  not  of  what  lady  je^qpekyn,  bat  ^  hang  m 
lady  by  ye  heyie  -m  aaell  a  foreat,  and  my  lord>  ye  £rie  tooke  hi^ 
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•boate  to  fl^an^iaad  fin;X  laf  jJuaot  Jbane  mj.iritt.of.  IdsB^Aid^wo 
mj  UadiB  doHtfliv  ^  aboli^;  ilfipyng'i  iftt^<bixt  m^  bod;  ^atj^d 
^OBBo  I  pii|to>  ^  kofbi  iof  ^.  Imd  cf  ,]ki  loBtilwomaiillpicm  abo 
ihiildebcm^.bhiiie^.of;.AB<i«)ieffoie.^  putip  liiieofitof 
hiAEddoniy^iii  lju)t<wludix.aIio  becoai  after .^.tjxM^",  ^Thaniio 
wide  ^  t]iafQ|.fe  tiaiUra]i;i /'I  kaofne  not  of  .wbat  lady.yo  qpnko^ mb 
)«*  wasalam  ladj.^  8ayid.Bie.£Eoine4ollli,  fico.^ Jelwt^.wh^I 
•holde  haoe.keilioogid^  aod.jwi^faff  jnoja  grate  lawama^of.inon^j 
and  aftir  ^  J  JbUy^^bitvdd  luxe  taa  maiaten.ol  a^abip,  ^  li# 
aluilde  bane  Juie  UxJkis  ooncabjiie,^  And., when)  I  haddAimdirji 
gMt  tiayiie  bsoajt  hiie.  to  bia  «bip^  be  aette  yp  aayle^^dtlaidii  Jbiaa 
awaj ',  but  vbat  biieUe  afihirwaxd.I  Be  iria^  no  vbedir.abe  bjeoina/? 
Xbenne  aaide.v^njuaialer  U  Jie.abip^  \*§^ilSijK.fM  uincbe  a.iadf 
xeoeiTed  I  iqito^iiiyabiivby  deeajt^pf  ^im  apofouit^  ABdrwbiifBJiaJ 
vaa  wiih  bke  in^ofddjpi  el,  ^,^Me^>I  volde.iii^  ^yni^d  wM^bobq^ 
aad  abe  tiuBjrd  lamSo.j^jjigyjLjfd  whi^  ab».tbaddar  maadUi^i 
ppaieriay  ^enfKe.i>er  ioe.a..te^pe9l^  &  biake  >e.abip,aii4'[^il>^«P 
4i8jBt^  A2id>I^Qii60iiEid^iae?iMat&  a  berc^-  and^ao.vl^ivaa  lmNigl&t«W 
leode;  Batirba(tbio<Mn^.af%fatJadf,w)ifdkih|^,iraad^^ 
{  Bof  Thea  ofyde  tbevEmjifraaaa  v«tft  4»..bje.^iB%«iij^  aaidat 
''}e  ben  aH  <^eeiie,  oonfesaid^  aQdY^arfof;id  l.w^ aowftmedecynya 
pwt  toyoQ,"  ,  Aiid;ao.ahe  JbaeUd.bemail'i.  Tbeune^  ladjr.abeiiptf 
biie  face  AmoAg*  bem.all^  ^^ndbeane.^  Emperour *badd^  knowlioti 
of  hire,  be  Mn  for  gladneisey  a^rbalaid  bini^  uyi  Jtiat  bire,  and 
wepte ligbt  aooie  at.a.chiUe  fsat  gla^anwae^  and^wdey  '* noweMe^id 
b#  godyfor  Ll^ane, fbuod^.^Ivhaue  bielj  deairutl";  Aodvitb 

9U)ebeioy  bioi^  biveboine.tQ.^palj%  an4  ffusa life  endid,  ia. pea 
aMi  in  charite». 

]f  ORALITB. 

roar  geaie^  pfqrpoB)ja*iBHitMrofar  ia^oHr^loiidl  ibara  criatc;  Aa 
wife  ia  f$  80wle>oi  |nam  ;;Xbirbrotbir  of.  ^  EBtp^raiifviB'ftuni^y 
la  wbfom  god  ^mtil  oqi'  of .  faia  rEmpite,!  mnli  'of:  bia  body^  b«t 
praicipaUy  of- ye  aoola.*'  Bat  tbenne.^  wncdiicl'fladl'.oAetiyaw 
>e  aovlfttto  ormHIij;  But  ^.-aojo^^Jwt  lo¥ilft,g(4  afoie  •& 
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thing*,  And  eoer  w»tAstonditli  tynne,  takitk  his  power,  aet7.  letoid 
and  Tndiratondingf,  And  sncll  a  fleali  ^t  woUr  not  be  obedient  to  }m 
epirite,  he  maldtii  to  be  prnonid  in  fe  prtson)  of  penannoe,  til  tyme 
^t  he  woli  obey  rnto  leson).  Thenne  )»e  Emperour  ia  to  come  hon) 
fto  ye  holy  lend,  aril,  exist  comitii  to  a  aynn^r,  Bcil  pnttitH  him  in 
ye  mynde  of  a  eynn^.  Thenne  fe  eynner  thenkith  on  him.  And 
erietlL  for  groce ;  And  as  ofte  tyme  as  he  hatli  hope  Jwt  he  haA 
grace,  he  is  bolde  to  synne  ayen ;  But  a-yenst  anche  a  man^  spekitll 
acriptnie,  and  aeitli  fm,  Maledietxa  homo  qui  peeeat  in  $pe^  Ourrid 
be  \e  man)  ^t  synnitHin  hope.  And  so  ye  sonle  ofte  tyme  endinetli 
to  it,  And  latitb  it  go  out  of  ye  prMon),  trustyng*;  and  Jwffore 
wasshitH  of  att  )^  filthe,  and  densitH  it  wttA  goode  vertuys,  and 
makitH  it  go  vpoii)*  ye  hors  of  chatite,  ts  to  ryde  in  goode  wedds, 
^t  he  meete  wttA  god  in  ye  day  of  pask.  But  ofte  tyme  ye  tynner 
trespassitll  by  ye  way,  in  ye  hooly  tyme,  And  an  hjrnde  arisitll  yp, 
ecil.  dilectacion)  of  synne,  and  aH  ye  wittys  rennytK  after,  Thorow 
werkyng*  of  synfuH  werkys ;  And  houndys,  8ct7.  shrewde  thowtys, 
euermoi'  betkith,  and  entisitli  so,  jMit  a  man,  sciZ.  ye  flesh,  and  ye 
soule  stonditll  and  abidiUi  stille,  and  livitll  to-geder  wttAoute  ony 
Tertu.  Thenne  ye  flesli  seith  yai,  and  what  doitb  he  but  stiiith  ye 
soule,  whidi  is  ye  spouse  of  crista  ynto  synne.  But  ye  soule,  ^t  is 
80  lovid  and  weddid  to  god,  woH  not  leeye  god,  ne  graunt  to  synne ; 
And  ^erfore  ye  wrecchid  flesh  ofte  tyme  spoileUi  a  man  of  his 
dothing*,  set/,  of  goode  vertuys ;  And  then  he  hongith  him  vpon  an 
oke,  acU.  wordly  loye,  by  ye  heire,  set?,  by  lyel,  and  be  wrong* 
couetise,  till  tyme  yet  ther  come  an  Erie,  ecff.  a  prechour,  or  a 
discrete  confessour,  in  ye  forest  of  ^is  wordle,  for  to  hunts  ihorowe 
'pr^hyng*  and  goode  conseilyng*,  berkyng*  and  shewing*  of  holy 
scripture ;  and  so  }ie  bringith  ye  lady,  scil.  yo  soule  of  man),  to  his 
house,  Bcil.  hooly  chirche,  to  norissh  his  dowter,  scil.  conscience,  in 
werkis  of  mercy.  This  Erie  hath  a  lampe,  acil.  a  confessour  or  a 
prechour,  And  bifoi'  the  ye  of  his  herte  ye  lampe  of  hooly  scripture, 
yn  ye  which  he  seith  knowlyching*  of  |>e  soule,  and  vertuys  in 
serving*.  The  stiward,  ^at  askid  hire  of  synne,  is  pryde  of  life,  ye 
which  is  stiward  of  ye  wordle,  by  ^o  which  many  ben  deceyvid ; 
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bat  )e  aoule,  fni  is  bo  bilovid  with  god,  woU  not  aasent  to  pryde; 
bat  ofle  tyme  be  profbritb  to  a  nuui)  a  puis  f  uH  of  gold  and  silnar, 
And  OMtittL  aloBB  his  jetd,  and  so  he  ^itti  ye  dameaett,  mii.  hooly 
oonaoience ;  and  yeriat  it  is  wxe^  ^us,  Munera  exceeatU^  aetUoe 
iudieuuif  ei  petuertuxd  sapiefUea,  ita  q^od  veritoi  veil  equiiaa  rum 
patuU  ingredi,  mt  stetit  a  longe^  ei  iudieium  retrorsum  eanuersum 
vidUj  This  is  to  s^,  )iftis  blynditll  ye  jod)  of  iogis,  And  pem^rtitll 
or  tnznitb  into  wezs  wise  men,  so  ^  truthe  or  equite  myglit  not 
entoy,  but  stood  arfuie,  and  sawe  ye  dome  tnmyd  bacwaxd.  and 
Biidl  ben  to  be  put  out  of  ye  lappe  of  holy  chizche,  as  was  ye  lady 
iMfOk  ye  Erldom^  Nowe  she  xoode  aH  one,  and  sawe  a  man  lad  to 
fe  lebette.  ssris,  a  man  may  be  ladde  to  detll  by  dedly  synne ;  Atfd 
^erfor  do  as  dude  ye  lady^  when  she  smot  ye  ho»  WftA  ye  ^K>ie^ 
and  savid  ye  mannys  life.  So  do  yovL  smyte  and  prikke  yi  fleshe  wtt4 
penannce,  And  helpe  yi  nejebor  in  his  mede,  and  not  only  in 
tanporall  goodisi  bat  also  in  spMhiaii  goodis  and  gostely  conf  oxt ; 
And  ^srfoie  sMytlK  salamoiJ^  Ve  ddUI  wo  be  ta  him  ^  k  ali  one ! 
mil.  lyvyng*  in  synnys,  for  he  hath  noon  helpe,  wherby  ^t  he  may 
not  zyse  a-yen.  And  ^erfore  haste  ye^  and  help  ye  and  yi  n^boar 
out  of  ye  dich ;  for  man  ytX  is  not,  but  if  he  jive  a  dzynke  of  water 
at  ye  Beusrenoe  of  god,  but  ytX  he  shatt  be  rswaidid  yerkite.  But 
many  ben  Tnkynde,  as  was  ye  thef e  ^t  deceivid  ye  lady,  aftir  ytX 
she  maade  him  to  be  savixf ,  As  doith  many  ^at  jildith  Ivitt  for  good ; 
m  seyitll  Is.  Ve  UUa^  gui  dicusd  homaxi  mo/ttm,  et  mo/tim  honuTOy 
wo  be  to  hem,  ^t  seijrth  and  callitll  good  lyifi,  and  Ivill  goocL 
The  maist^  of  ye  ship  is  ye  woidle,  by  ye  which  many  ben  deceivid 
in  ye  see,  ml,  yn  ye  woidie.  ])e  ship  is  brokyn)  as  ofte  tyme  as  a 
man)  ohesith  wilfully  poutfrte.  And  for  cause  of  god  obeyith  to  his 
pfdat ;  and  thenne  he  hatitll  ye  wordle,  and  aU  his  oouetise,  for  it 
is  mpossible  bothe  to  plese  god  and  ye  wordle.  The  kdy  }ede  to  ye 
selle ;  so  ye  sowle  tamyth  to  hooly  life  tto  wordly  vanjrteys ;  And 
eo  aH  ]ye  wittis,  by  which  the  soule  was  troubelyd  are'  slayne,  by 
din^rse  infirmiteys,  as  yen)  by  wrong  couetise,  heryng*  by  bacbiting*, 
as  glad  for  to  here  bacbiters,  and  bacbityng*  and  detraocion),  and  so 
of  othir.     And  ^erfore  ye  soule  may  not  Ivitt  be  seeyn)  wttA  rnst^ 
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hira  tponse,  tiS  tpa^  ^  ^  yen)  be  ope&yd,  The  eerie  ben  ^ryt^ 
and  tomyd  to  helUie,  And  ao  of  othir  wittia.  And  if  }ai  it  oome 
fiM  abowte,  dowtelee  ye  eowle  ahaU:  go  wt  kA  crisis  hise  epooee^  ta  }% 
palys  of  heaenei    Ad  quod  naa  ducat  t    Amen. 

[LXX.  ] 
LAMAETINtTar  THE  EMPfflK)UR. 

(how  a  JSALOUS  8TCWABD  FILL  INTO  THB  TBAP  WEIGH  HI  HAD 

LAID  FOR  ANOTHKB.) 

Lamariintw  legnyd  emperoor  in  fe  cite  of  Borne ;  and  he  helde 
in  howeehold  wttA  him  ye  aono  of  hie  brothir,  whom  he  mocha 
loviid,  And  ye  name  of  ^t  childe  was  f ulgenciiu^  And  en^ry  daj  he 
mynystrid  to  ye  Emperonr  of  drynke.  And  in  ye  tame  tyme  yttr 
was  in  ye  aame  place  a  etiwarJ,  yui  was  stiwaid  of  idl  ^  Empirc^ 
and  he  was  his  eem ;  and  he  had  gret  envie  of  fm  childe,  yei  ye 
Emptffour  lovid  hym  so  moche.  And  ^0ifoie  he  atodeyd  nyjt  and 
day,  howe  ^at  he  myjt  make  discoide  betwyne  ye  Emperoor  and  ym 
childe.  So  in  a  certeyne  tyme,  whenne  the  stiward  peroeiTid  ye 
Emperonr  in  chambir,  and  ataiyng*  him  to  bed,  he  went  to  him,  and 
saide,  ''Sir,  my  lord,  I  hane  a  oerteyne  oonseil  to  shewe  be4wix  yon 
and  me."  ^ ''  Sey,**  quo^  ye  Emperoor,  **  for  heere  beid  nowe  bot  we 
twa**  Then  saide  ye  stiwanl,  ''sir,  ^is  childe  fulgencios,  yt^  is  yoor 
cosyid,  and  ^t  ye  love  so  moche,  fowly  defamitli  you  ouer  aH  the 
Empire,  sci7.  yei  ye  ben  infecte  vnth  infirmite  of  lepra,  in  so  moche 
jMit  he  may  not^  for  stenche  ^t  comith  fro  yoo,  atond  by  yoo  whenne 
yai  he  biyngitH  yoo  drynke ;  And  ^rfore  euer  whenne  he  ccmiitll  to 
yoo  wit^  drynke,  sothly  as  soone  as  he  hatli  take  yoo  diynke^  he 
toznith  a-way  his  hed."  when  ye  Emperoor  horde  iheise  wordi%  he 
was  not  a  litiU  y-grevid,  and  blewe  vpoD)  ye  stiward,  praying  him  to 
ieXL  him  ye  sothe,  whethir  he  hadde  ony  saooor  of  lepra,  or  na 
Thenne  saide  ye  stiward,  "  nay,  sir,  by  my  goode  life,  for  ye  haoe  as 
awete  a  aaoortr'  aa  ony  man)  of  ^is  Empii'."  Thenne  saide  ye  lord, 
*'  Uow  may  I  Come  to  ye  sothefastnesse  in  ^is  cas,  and  see  ye  fiEdsDesse 
of  yis  boyY"     "Sir,"  quo^  ho,  "and  I  eliall  telle  yoo  not;  bot 
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bikolde  wela  ^  next  tjme  ^t  he  aboU  serve  you  of  dr jnke,  be  it  al 
meete  or  in  chazabir,  and  ye  shoH  see,  fai  as  soone  as  be  hatb  take 
you  ye  Coppe^  as  soone  be  woli  tome  away  bis  bed,  ]iat  be  woH  not 
feele  your  saTOiir ;  And  thus  may  je  well:  provey  yai  it  is  sotb  ^t  I 
I  say."  **paa  saiyst  sotb,"  quo))  }e  Emperour;  "^r  may  be  no 
bett^  prefe.''  Sone  aftar  fe  stiward  went  to  fe  cbikie  FulgenduSj 
and  tooke  bim  to  a  wafi,  and  aaide,  **  Deere  frend,  ^oa  art,  as  fon 
saiest  and  knowist,  wele  ny  sybbe  to  my  lord,  for  be  is  tbyne  Eem, 
and  y<m  art  bis  cosyii) ;  and,  sone,  if  pom  wolt  cpnne  me  goode  tbonke, 
I  %hB&  wamy  )«  of  a  fawte  ^t  ^ou  bast|  wberby  my  lord  is  biely 
Ivitt  apayd ;  and  it  grevitli  bim  so  mocbe,  ^t  be  is  ofte  tyme  ill 
porpos  to  putte  ^e  ont  of  bis  palys.  And  be  sbamitlK  to  spel^  to  ^  of 
ye  mater/'  Tben  saide  Folgenctns, ''  now,  sir,  for  bis  love  ^t  deyde 
on  tbe  cros,  tdi  me  wbat  &wte  it  is,  ^t  my  lord  dispisitll  my 
company  for,  and  I  am  redy  to  amende  it,  And  do  af tjur  gppde  ooiwiL'' 
Tben  saide  ye  stiward,  "paa  bast  an  Ivii  and  a  stynking  iHretb,  m  sq 
moebe  yei  my  lord  ibenkitli  eotfi*,  wben  ^  yaa  bringist  ye  ooppe  to 
him,  ^t  he  wokl  cast^  it  in  tbi  &ee,  be  febtk  so  fowle  a  stynob# 
of  the,  wbjML  ^a  oomist  Wft4  ye  ooppe.**  Then  sMde  FidgencioSy 
^.sb,  I  besecbe  you  hartely  to  teUe  me  so<mie  goode  conseil  and 
belpe  in  this  cas."  Thenne  saide  ye  stiwaid^  ''if  thow  woU  dp  after 
my  conseil  in  ^is  cas,  I  sbgl  bryng*  aU  to  good  ends.''  **  3i^  ur," 
quo^  be,  "yat  1  desire  nowe  bifore  aii  tbinge«."  Thenne  qaide  ye 
stiward,  '^  cui  ofte  tyme  as  yovL  bryngist  ye  coppe  to  bim,  and  bast 
delinered  it  to  bim  thenne  tume  yi  (ece  fro  him,  ^t  be  feele  no 
stenche  of  tbe ;  And  do  thns,  till  tyme  |)at  we  bane  ordeyned  som) 
inedecyn)  for  ye.**  Fnlgencins  trowid  him  wel,  and  all  bis  wordeir, 
and  saide  yei  be  wold  do  bis  conseiL  so  in  tyme  that  he  mynysterid 
ye  coppe  to  ye  Emperoar,  and  badde  ytake  it  in  to  bis  b<mdis,  Anooii 
he  tumyd  his  visage  fro  bim.  wben  ye  Emperoor  saw  ^t,  be  was 
not  litiH  Ivitt  apayd ;  be  lif te  vp  his  foote,  and  gafe  him  a  spume 
Sr^en  ye  brest,  and  saide,  ''fye  on  ye  Ribalde  I  for  now  I  see  wele  it 
is  true,  yet  I  haue  burde  of  ^e.  go  out  of  my  sijt,  for  yon  shalt 
neaer  lenger  abyde  wt  t^  me.*'  Fulgencius  wepte,  and  maade  moche 
sorowe ;  uid  ye  Emperour  callid  to  bim  ye  stiward,  and  saide,  **  what 
is  tbi  best  conseil,  tett  me,  bow  I  shaH  best  be  veugid  on  ^is  brothel!, 
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^t  he  were  oat  of  Jds  woidle,  fat  hath  ^as  defamyd  met"  "fUy 
dr,''  qno^  ^  stiward,  **  I  can  telle  you  wele  y-nowe.  nry"  quo^  ha^ 
*je  hane  hei'  biside  men  ^t  hayitii  great  plente  of  fire,  fbt  eftonTB* 
to  be  brent  in  your  lyme-pyttia;  and  ^erfor  aenditll  to  them  • 
messag^r  ^is  name  nyjt,  to  bidde  hem  to  bren  hun  in  hire  fyrya,  y^i 
shaH  come  f urst  to  hem  in  fe  morowe,  and  saie  to  hem, '  hane  ye  doal 
^ecommaondementof  mylordr  and  ^t  thei  do  so,  in  p^yne  of  deilL 
And,  sir,  ye  shall  sey  to  folgencias  oa^r  nyjt,  ^t  he  rise  on  ^  moiowe^ 
go  to  yoar  irerkmen,  and  say  to  hem, '  Haae.  ye  not  do  my  lordyt 
commaandement ! '  And  then  fei  shal  by  yoar  eommaundement  take 
him,  and  caste  him  in  ^  fire ;  And  thas  by  this  way  he  shaH  hane  aa 
Ivill  detlL"  the  Emp^roar  callid  to  him  falgencias,  and  saide,  **  I 
charge  ^,  in  peyne  of  detll,  ^at  fan  rise  yp  to-moxowe,  and  go 
hennys  ig.  myle  to  my  wericemcii),  whei*  as  fei  brennyth  stonys^ 
And  aske  of  hem,  if  ^t  fei  han  dor)  my  oommaandemont,  and  ellyi 
tel  hem,  ^at  fei  shal  bo  ded."  Falgencias  sette  aH  his  thoa^t  to 
spede  ^is  erende,  and  forto  rise  by  tyme  in  fe  morowe.  In  ^ 
meene  tyme,  fe  Emptfroor  hadde  sent  ont  in  fe  nyjt  a  jemaid  vpon^ 
an  hors  to  'the  werkemen,  that  he  shalde  chaige  hem  to  be  erly  Tp ; 
and  if  fet  come  ony  sache  man  to  hem,  and  saide  thai  his  lord 
askitli  of  hem,  if  that  thei  hane  doi])  his  comaandement,  that  they, 
in  payne  of  deth,  take  him,  and  caste  him  in  fe  fire-pitte,  and  brenne 
him  to  boonys.  **  vre  ben)  redy,"  qao^  thei,  **  to  do  this  deede  redely." 
The  messager  tamyd  hom  a^,  and  tolde  fe  Emperoar  that  it  shnkl 
be  doii).  In  the  morowe  Falgencias  rose  yp,  and  maade  him  redy  to 
do  his  erende,  And  fo^ie  noh)  lyill ;  And  forth  he  went,  wttAowte 
tareyng*  in  ony  place,  til  tyme  ^t  he  harde  a  belle  ryng*  at  a  chirche ; 
and  tamyd  in,  and  harde  masse.  And  soone  aftir  |»e  leoacion)  fer 
com)  ypon)  him  sach  a  slombring*,  that  he  myght  not  forbere  bat  he 
most  nedis  slope ;  and  fer  he  slepte  a  gret  while  so  sayoarly,  ^t  }e 
presto  ne  non)  othir  my^t  fynde  in  hire  herte  to  wake  hioL  In  ^ 
meene  tym)  }e  stiward  hadde  gret  desire  to  knowe  how  )»t  it  stoode 
wtt^  him ;  And  he  come  to  fe  werkemen),  and  saide,  **  Siris,  haae  ye 
not  do  fe  comaandementis  of  my  lord,  fat  ye  wot  of!"  '*No,  fbr- 
sothe,"  qao^  ^i,  **  bat  we  woH  nowe  bigynne."    And  anooii)  fA^. 

■  for  9Umj9  for  ttonjis  KS.        *  leaf  203,  ool.  1.        *  the,  M8. 
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aette  hondis  in  him.  And  he  lokid,  and  xayid,  and  cryde  out^^ 
*^what  woHyedof  Noliiel  Ndiie/  do  not  sol  donotsol  formj 
lord  baad  it  shulde  be  Fnlgencius.  3e  woH  be  lome  for  me ;  late  me 
go !"  Thenne  saide  thai,  ''that  tolde  he  not  to  va,  but  he  sent  to 
ye,  and  saide,  ^t  we  shulde  take  him  that  com  f aist  to  vs,  and  ^at 
saide,  *  haae  ye  don)  my  loidia  commaimdement  1 '  tiiat  we  shnlde,  in 
poyne  of  deUt,  take  him,  and  sling*  him  in  our  ovyu);  And  say  ftm^ 
sing*  p&a^  fon  shait  haue  noxi)  o}er  grace  than  as  we  saL**  And  so 
ihei  tooke  him,  and  brent  him  to  boonys.  Soone  aftir  Fulgencius 
was  wakid,  and  com)  to  hem,  and  saide, ''  mtis,  my  lord  askitii  if  ye 
haae  doid  his  precept  and  his  bidding*)"  "Ja,*"  quo>  thd,  ''a  litiH 
afore  pe  was  it  don)."  **  I  pray  you,  at  ye  Benerence  of  god,  teUitb 
me  what  ^e  comaundement  was  1  **  ''  Forsothe,"  quo^  thei,  *'  we  were 
ehaigid  )»t  we  sholde  take  him  ]»t  com  fuist  to  tb  in  )w  morowe, 
and  saide  the  woidetf  )»t  thi  selfe  hast  seyde,  and  cast  him  in  ^  fire, 
and  brenne  him  to  powdir ;  and  for  pe  stiward  com  fuist  to  vs,  and 
saide  ye  same  wordis,  therfor  we  haue  brand  him."  when  folgenciut 
hurde  thaise  wordis,  he  wlste  wale,  )  at  Falshede  and  trayne  had  ben 
Ysid ;  And  he  thonkid  god,  fat  so  savid  him.  he  tooke  his  laeve  of 
ye  werkemei]},  and  went  home  to  ye  palys.  whw  ye  Empsrour  sapw 
him,  he  hadde  grat  marveil,  and  saide,  '*  yon  was  not  this  day  at  my 
werkemen),  and  saide  to  hem  as  I  sa da  to  ye,"  **  JIr,  ser,"  he  saide, 
''and  I  was  thei'.  And  thei  had  don)  it,  er  yai  I  com  to  hem." 
"How  sot"  quo^  ye  Emperour.  ''sir,  for  ye  stiward  was  yer  afore 
me,  and  saide, '  is  not  my  lordis  wil  don) ) '  And  for  he  saide  yoo 
wordis,  thei  tooke  him,  and  caste  him  in  hire  firis ;  And  so  if  I 
hadde  come  afore  him,  it  shulde  haue  ban  don)  to  me,  and  ^erfore  I 
thonke  hialy  my  god,  pat  pus  hatb  savid  me  fro  dath."  Thenne 
saide  ye  Emperour  to  him,  "  by  the  oth  that  yon  hast  made  to  mci 
telle  me  ye  soth  of  that  I  shaH  aske  ye"  " Sir,"  quop  ye  childe, 
"  I  trowa  pat  9e  fond  neuer  falshede  in  me  jit.  And  yerfoie  I  haue 
giet  mtfnreile  in  my  spiritis,  whi  pat  ye  ordeynyd  such  a  detll  for 
me.  And  I  am  your  owne  brothir  sons."  "  Sone,"  quop  pe  EmperouTi 
"it  is  no  merveil,  and  pat  yon  shalt  wele  see  thi  selfe,  by  pat  I  shaS 
take  of  the ;  for  I  ordeynyd  to  pe  pat  detli,  at  oonseil  of  pe  stiwaxd, 

>  cot  oat,  ^  8. 
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hj  eanse  ])at  povL  defnmiflte  me  oxier  M  the  Empire,  and  haet  toUe 
^t  1  was  infecte  vrlth  lepre,  And  ferot  com  fro  me  so  abhominabil 
Btencli)  ^at  no  man  myjte  fcele  it ;  and  in  tokne  ^rof  thow  tarnisi 
away  fro  me  thyne  hedl,  when  faa  bron^tist  me  the  onppe.  And  tat 
I  sawe  ^is  wiih  myne  yen),  therfor  I  ordeynyd  snclS  a  detll,  And  |it 
wol  otdeyne  for  the,  but  }<m  oonne  )>e  better  exooee  the.**  Then 
nide  Folgencins^  ^'sir,  if  it  lyke  yon,  hnritll  what  I  shatf  say,  And 
ye  shuH  hex'  a  foule  Gonspiraoion)  and  trayne,  ^t  ye  nen^  hnide 
anche  on  bifoi'.  The  stiward,  ^  is  nowe  ded,  com  to  me,  and  saide, 
^at  ye  saide  to  him,  ^t  my  brethe  stanke  so  fonle,  ]»t  it  was  dispite 
to  yon  my  presence;  And  perion  he  conseilid  me,  ^t  I  shnlde^ 
when  I  bronjt  yon  ])e  C(^»pe,  tnme  away  my  bed.  I  take  god  to 
witnesse,  fat  it  is  no  lesing*  ^t  I  say  vnto  yon."  The  Emperont 
gi^e  goode  credence  to  his  wordis,  and  saide,  **  A I  Deei^  frend,  the 
stiward  is  fallyid  in  his  owne  diche,  by  }e  Right  wisdom)  <^  god. 
This  false  ordinaunce  hadde  he  maade,  for  envy  that  he  hadde  to  ^ 
Sone,  be  a  goode  maii),  for  foa  art  moche  bondyn)  to  god,  |«t  tima 
hatb  kepte  the  fto  dethe.'' 

MORALITB. 

Deere  firendis^  }]b  Emperonr  may  be  callid  a  prdat  of  hooly. 
chirohe.  Falgencins  is  callid  a  cristyn)  man  choseii),  whidl  b 
eette  aH:  vndir  discipline  of  ])e  prelat ;  for  he  owith  to  mynystre  and 
offire  to  ye  prelat  ];e  cnppe,  bciI.  tethingee  of  aH  trewe  getyii)  goodes  ^t 
he  hath,  by  fe  which  prelatys  and  men  of  holy  chirche  shnlde  live. 
Falgencins,  scil.  pe  goode  cristyn)  man),  ^t  is  tme  mynysti'  to  god, 
And  the  prelat,  is  moche  lovid  of  god,  and  wele  rewardid,  Bat  the 
stiward  is  Envious  at  it,  scU.  euery  wickid  man),  ^t  ben)  membris  of 
the  deviH,  as  is  caym).  such  men  ofte  tyme  tumith  ^e  hertis  of 
IreWe  cristyn)  men),  seying*  that  )>e  ^prelat  is  smetyn)  With  lipre,  BeiL 
neithir  plesinge  to  god  ne  to  man ;  And  that  is  a^enst  Holy  scripture. 
And  suche  wickid  men  ofte  tyme  accusith  the  true  peple  to  the  ioge 
by  Falshede ;  and  suche  men  at  the  loste  ben  y-caste  in  to  euyr- 
lasting*  fire.  And  the  true  peple  shatt  go  into  eueHasting*  UissSi  And 
be  savid  fro  the  fowle  dethe  of  belle.  Fro  the  which  deth  he  kefpe 
▼s,  |»at  with  his  bloode  bought  vs,  And  bring«  vs  to  his  blisse,  That 
neuer  shaH  mysse  1     Amen).  '  leaf  903^  oid.  H 
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[  XVIL    Addit  MS.  9066,  lettf  28.  ] 
(andbooiBS  and  thb  uon.) 

Annuos  reigneJ  in  the  Citee  of  Rome,  the  whkhe  amonge  aH  the 
goodee  of  the  world  he  loved  mekett  to  playe  with  hoandes 
and  hawkea.  %  It  fiUe  ones,  that  he  went  to  a  forest,  farto 
hante  the  hert;  and  aone  he  aawe  an  herte  come  rynnyng  hefora 
hym,  and  hoondea  rynnyng  afUr  hym,  in  ao  mekeH  that  he  was  left 
behynde,  that  he  saw  neither  the  herte  ne  the  hotindea ;  and  ao  he 
beleft  alone,  for  aH  his  aervanntea  folowed  the  herte.  and  he  was 
mekett  desolate  and  hevy,  for  he  aawe  no  man ;  And  anoxi)  smote  ijj0 
horse  with  the  spones,  agayn)  none,  and  he  rode  thuighatt  the  l^reet^ 
and  foonde  no  man.  IT  Bat  agayn)  Even)  come  rynnyng  a  lyqp^,  haltyng 
on  his  right  foote,  and  come  to  hym.  the  Emp«rour^as  aferd,  and 
wold  have  fledde,  but  the  lyon)  toke  hym  by  th^-loote,  and  shewed 
to  hym  his  hurt  on  his  foote.    whan  the  ^niperour  vndirstode  that, 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.jMS  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  232.] 

18. 

Anius  regned  in  T?j^ti^  The  which  a-mong*  att  ye  godea  of  be 
world  he  loypd  mych  to  pley  witA  houndys  &  hawkes.  It  ml 
ones  ^t  he  w^  in-to  a  forest  for  to  hunt  the  hert  And  sone  he 
sawe  an  Jjflft  come  rynnyng*  by-fore  hym  /  &  the  hoandes  folowed 
after^p^yftly  In  so  myche  ^ai  he  was  left  oehynd  ^  lie  sawe  noyer 
Jhitlierte  ne  hoande,  &  so  he  was  left  a-lone,  for  att  his  seroaontM 
lolowyd  the  herte  /  &  he  was  myche  desolate  &  heuy  for  he  sawe 
no  manne  /  he  smote  be  hors  with  ye  spores  agayfl  none  &  he  rode 
^rogh  att  the  forest  ec  fonde  no  mafi.  But  A-gayn  Eaenyng*  oome 
rynnyng  argayfi  hym  A  lyofl  haltyng  on  his  right  fote  &  come  to 
hym.  The  Empe^'oter  was  a-ferde  &  wolde  haue  fled,  Bat  the  lyoft 
toke  hym  by  ^e  fote  &  shewid  h)'m  his  hart  fote.    Whan  the 
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he  went  downe  of  his  horse,  and  drew  out  the  sharpe  thorn)  out  of 
the  lyons  foote ;  and  after  that  ho  gadrecl  herhes,  with  the  whiche 
he  heled  his  foote.  IT  Whan  the  lion)  was  hole,  he  lad  hjm  to  hia 
cave,  and  there  he  was  ali  nyght  and  on  the  morow  he  boweJ  his 
hede  to  the  lyon),  and  toke  his  horse,  and  rode  aH  that  da j,  and 
coude  fynde  in  no  wise  passyng  out  of  the  forest.  V  he  sawe  ihat^ 
and  went  agayid  to  the  lions  denne.  the  Ijoid  was  out^  but  agayii> 
Even)  he  come,  and  brought  witii  hym.  y.  fatte  shepe;  send  whan 
he  found  the  Emp^rour,  after  his  kynde  he  made  hym  good  chei', 
and  offred  hym  both  the  shepe.  V  The  £mperour  was  hungry, 
bicause  he  had  not  eten^  of  aH  day ;  he  toke  an  Ireii),  and  smote  fire 
of  a  stone,  and  araied  hym  flessh,  and  £te,  and  dianke  watir  of  the 
iloode;  and  so  be  lay  aH  nyght  witb  the  lyon).  V  on  the  day 
folowyng  he  lept  on  his  palfray,  and  rode  aH  day,  and  oonde  fyndB 
no  goyng  out  of  the  forest,  wherfore  he  was  bevy  and  aory.  V  £fta 
aones  he  went  to  the  lyons  denne,  but  he  found  not  the  lyoB^;  and 
agayii)  Even)  come  a  female  Bere  to  hym ;  and  whan  he  sawe  her, 
he  was  gretely  aferd.  but  the  Bere  made  hym  chore  in  her  maner, 
and  of  the  pray  that  she  had  goten)  and  take,  she  layed  it  before 
hym.    he  smote  fire,  and  araied  it,  and  cte ;  and  after  that  he  haJ 

[Swond  Version,     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Emperot^r  vndirstode  ^at  /  he  went  dowfi  of  his  hors  &  drewe  out 
the  sharp  thome  of  be  lyons  fote,  &  after  ])at  he  gadred  herbes  with 

t9  which  herbes  he  helyd  his  fote  /  whnn  pe  lyon  was  hole  he  led 
ym  to  lus  cave  /  And  per  he  was  aH  nyght  /  And  at  morfi  he  lowted 
his  hede  to  ^e  lyofi  /  &  toke  his  hors  &  rode  aH  day  &  coud  fynd 
no  woy  out  of  the  forest  /  [Whan]  he  sawe  fat  he  went  fens  &  went 
to  fe  lyons  denne  a-gayfl  /  The  lyofi  was  out  but  A-gayfi  euene  he 
come  &  brought  wiOi  hym  .ij.  fat  shepe  /The  Emperoi^r  was  hungry 
bycause  he  had  not  ete  of  aH  day :  he  toke  An  yren  &  smote  fyre  of 
a  stone  /  &  arayed  hym  flesshe  ^  ete  <&  dranke  water  of  f*  flode. 
And  so  he  lay  «fl  nyght  be  fe  lyofi  /  On  J?e  day  folowyng*  he  lepe  vp 
on  lus  palfray  &  rode  a-Mray,  &  he  coude  fynd  no  goyng*  out  of  the 
forest  Wherfor  he  was  heuy  &  sory  /  Eft  sones  he  went  to  the 
lyons  denne  /  but  he  fond  not  fe  lyofi.  But  a-gayfi  euene  come  a 
femidl  bere  /  And  whan  he  sawe  hii'  he  "was  gr^  tly  A-ferde,  But  fe 
bere  made  hym  chere  in  her  maner  of  y  pray  pnt  8ho  had  goto  '& 
take  ;  she  leyde  it  by-fore  hym ;  ho  smote  fyro  &  a-rayed  it  &  ete  it^ 

*  leaf  232,  bock. 
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eten),  thei  layeid  bothe  to-gedre.  and  the  Empen>iir  knew  her 
fleeshlyy  and  die  brought  fbrtb  a  sone,  like  the  £mperoiir.  than  the 
EmptfTOur  wokl  have  fled,  but  he  dunt  not^  for  the  here ;  ^Bnt  elte 
aonea  he  knew  her,  and  she  brought  forthe  the  eeeonde  sone,  tiiat 
also  was  like  the  Emperonr.  %  The  third  tyme  he  knew  her,  and 
she  brought  forthe  a  doughtir,  that  was  like  the  modir,  the  bere. 
that  sawe  the  Emperonr,  and  was  wondir  soiy.  %  It  fille  on  a  day, 
that  whan  the  Bere  was  f erre  gone,  for  to  take  her  praye,  the 
Emperoar  toke  his  .ij.  sones,  that  he  had  goten)  of  the  Bere^  witll 
hym,  and  fledde ;  and  whan  he  was  in  fleyng,  The  lyon),  that  he 
hadde  heled  before,  oome  agayn)  hym,  and  ledde  hym  out  of  the 
forest  %  The  Bere  come  home,  and  whan  she  found  not  the 
Eroperbur,  she  ranne  fast  with  her  doughtir.  and  [whan]  she  sawe 
the  lyon)  by  hym,  she  was  aferde,  and  durst  not  oome  nere  hym ; 
but  toke  her  doughtir,  and  rent  her  all  to  peces,  and  went  agayij)  to 
her  place.  %  The  Emperour,  whan  he  was  come  out  of  the  forest  by 
the  lyon),  he  was  right  ghulde ;  And  than  the  lyon)  went  from  byiQw 
%  Than  the  Emp^rour  went  to  his  owne  CasteH,  with  his  .g.  sone(|. 
the  dukes  and  the  lordes  aAd  all  other  wise  men  were  light  gladdi^ 
for  of  .i\j.  yere  thei  had  not  sene  the  Emperour.    the  sones,  wh$|L 

'  leaf  28,  back. 
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&  aft^r  ^t  thei  had  ete  thei  lay  to-geder  /  And  ^  £mp^?rotir  knew 
hex'  flessbly,  And  she  brought  forthe  a  sone  lyke  to  ^  Emperour  / 
Than  the  £mp«raur  wolde  haue  fled,  but  he  durst  not  for  ^  bere  / 
But  eftsones  he  knew  hei^,  And  she  brought  forthe  also  )>e  second 
sone  ^t  was  lyke  to  ^  Emperour  /  Then  in  tyme  he  knew  her  & 
she  brought  for)?e  a  doughty  j^at  was  lyke  ^  bere.  That  sawe  ^ 
Empe/xmr  right  wonder  sory.  It  fili  on  a  day  yai  whan  ^  bere  was 
ryght  ferre  gone  for  to  take  hex'  pniy*  The  fjnperoiir  toke  his  .y. 
sones  )?at  he  had  goto  of  ^  bei'  wt tA  hym  &  fled,  &  while  he  was  in 
fleyng*  The  lyofi  ^t  he  had  heled  by-fore  come  a-gayfi  hym  &  led 
hym  out  of  ^  forest  /  The  Bere  come  home  &  whan  she  fond  not 
^  Emperottr  she  ran  fast  after  w«tA  hei'  doughter  /  And  whan  she 
saw  ^e  lyofi  by  hym  she  was  a-ferd  &  durst  not  go  nere,  but  toke  her 
doughter  &  all  to-rent  her'  &  went  a-gayfi  to  her  place  /  The  £m- 
perour,  whan  he  was  come  out  of  ^  forest  by  ^  lyofi,  he  was  xif^t 
glad,  &  he  lyofi  went  fro  hym.  The  Emperour  went  to  his  owft 
casteH  with  his  .ij.  sones.    The  ctokos  k  the  kndes  ft  o^  wyse  nisa 


ihti  mn  eons  to  age^  were  made  kuygMe^  ad 
veuiaim^  end  wente  ebonio  m  mmaj  stnnDigD  loader  end  goinl 
nekefi good  bj  dynto  ef  ewoi;  eodeftir  ia  peeee  tin  ended 
Ijreii  end  botiie  tiiei  died  en  mm  day,  end  in  one  gisfe 
Imried;  end  on  the  stone  of  lier  gmre  was  this  seriptne^  V  Hees 
liedl  .ijj.  sones  of  the  Bere,  whidie  the  Emperonr  gite  witiL  dnde. 

%  Peehraein  Erendca^  this  Eaqiaronr  nay  be  esid  Bwmj 
etmtm^  man  that  is  vajmi^  waTefyng^  and  enyag  ho  the  ftitiis^  thel 
ph^etk  witll  homides,  tiiat  is,  witik  Imtoe  of  the  tedi,  thet  in  no 
mansrrantcB^  the  sook.  the  herte  lynn^  befinre  eoche  one,  tkel 
i%  the  Tanyte  of  the  woriJ.  that  man  Tnwiae  fdowiUi  witk  eH  his 
myghty  in  so  mekett  that  he  lyretiL  elone,  witk  out  en j  Tertn. 
efker  this  he  gothe  alone  into  the  forest  of  this  woild,  %  iHmn 
Ttteriy  be  pattetli  aH  his  witteand  Tndintondyng  in  it|  in  so  mekeB 
that  he  maketh  no  foroe  of  god,  ne  of  ihyng  that  longetli  to  god. 
V  But  the  Ijroid  haltyng  cometh  agayn^  hym.  %  TUs  lyoid  is  eas^ 
that  haltetll  in  the  foote^  that  is,  in  man  that  is  his  membn^ ;  Inr 
he  is  hede^  and  we  are  his  membres.  msn  haltetll  as  olte  ea  he 
^etll  in  porarte^  *or  in  tribalaeion.  V  Do  thou  therfore  ea  the 
Empenmi^did;  oomedowidof  the  bone  of  pride,  end*  the  thome  of 
poverte,  or  of  tribnlacioii)  do  thou  therfore  dnwe  out  fro  hym.  That 
isy  yeve  hym  almesse,  and  shew  to  hym  the  way  of  helthe,  and  than 
hast  thou  diawen)  out  ^  thome  of  the  foote;  as  our  lord  seitil, 
%  That  ye  done  to  one  of  the  lest  of  myue,  ye  done  it  to  met 
%  Afterward  the  lyoxi)  fedde  the  knyght  in  the  forest  So  crist 
fonaketh  not  a  synner,  but  that  he  fedeth  hym  with  his  gmoe,  that 
he  falle  not  into  belle ;  as  it  is  writteid  in  the  psalme^  V  I  am  with 

■  MS.  membra.  '  leaf  29.  '  Ma  in. 
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were  right  glad  for  .iij.  jore  thei  bad  not  sene  )w  Emptfrour  by-fore. 
And  )h9  EmperoYir  .y.  sones  whan  ^  were  cof&  to  age  bei  were 
made  knyghtes  /  &  were  strong*  weiryors,  &  went  about  in  many 
mmes  A  gate  myche  good  by  dynt  of  sworde,  &  aftdr  in  pees  yei 
endyd  her  lyf*  /  &  bo)w  deyde  on  o  day,  &  in  o  graue  were  buryed, 
&  ofi  [^e]  stone  of  her  gmue  was  ^is  scriptotfr  /  ''  hei'  lyth  ^  .\j. 
sones  of  ^  here  byryed,  wt tA  the  Empfrour  getyn  wttA  drede. 
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hym  in  iribalaoion).  Therfoi'  he  yevotli  to  the  synner  .ij.  Shepe,  that 
is,  tyme  of  penaonoe,  and  tyme,  that  ia^  grace,  of  rysyng,  by  the 
which  he  may  gostly  be  suateyneJ.  IT  But  often  aftir,  this  wrecched 
man  that  knoweth  not  the  way  out  of  the  forest,  that  is,  oat  of  the 
world,  he  knowetft  not  what  deth  he  shaH  dye,  or  where,  or  how, 
but  rynneth  to  the  Beie,  that  is,  to  the  flesshly  lustes ;  witk  Ifie 
whiche  he  dothe  synna  ak  ofte  as  he  assentetli  to  flesshly  lostei^  w{|t& 
the  whiche  he  dothe  synnei  that  is,  he  hatha  delite  of  the  beie,  of  ^e 
whiche  he  bathe  goten)  .ij.  Bones  and  a  donghtir.  V  The  .^.  sones 
are  concupiscence  of  lyf  and  ooncupiscenoe  of  Eyeo),  that  axe  likened 
to  a  synner.  V  The  donghtir,  that  was  like  to  the  Bexe,  is  the 
sensualite  in  man,  that  is  aiway  ledy  to  ev^;  as  is  in  Genesyes 
writtei]),  The  wittes  of  man  are  ail:  way  pione^  to  ev^  at  att  tymes. 
wherfor  god  said^  It  erer  forthynketb  me,  that  I  made  man;  I  sbiA 
for-do  hym,  that  is,  tha  steryng  of  the  sensualite  are  done  away  bj 
oristes  passion),  do  thou  therf ore  as  the  Empsronr  did ;  flee  witk 
thi.\j.  sones  to  a  discrete  confessour;  and  jrl  the  here,  that  is,  flessUj 
Inst^  folow  the  witft  the  sensualite,  drede  not,  but  have  aH  way  god 
in  thy  eyeo^i  V  Than  anon)  the  lion),  that  is,  erist^  shaH  come  to  the 
agayn),  yf  thou  calle  hym,  V  wherfor  he  seitli,  seketil,  and  ye  shuH 
fynde ;  knokketh,  and  it  shaH  be  opened  to  you.  and  yf  god  be 
with  you,  the  here  shaH  flee,  that  is,  temptacioh) ;  and  so  shalt  thou 
come  to  the  chirche,  that  is,  fightyng,  in  the  whiche  thou  shalt  be 
resceived ;  of  the  whiche  comyng  from  synne  and  doyng  of  penaunce 
is  a  more  new  loye  in  hevene  to  aungels,  than  of  nyntye  and  aiy&e 
rightfuH  men  that  neden  no  penaunce.  IT  The  .ij.  sones  shaH  be  .y. 
knyghtes,  workyng  good  werkes,  with  the  whiche  thei  shutt  do 
dyverse  batailes  ayenst  the  deveH ;  and  after  thei  shuH  be  buried  in 
00  tombe,  that  is,  in  perfite  charitee,  for  tiie  which  man  shaH  hare 
the  kyngdome  ^of  heven).    Amen. 

'  H8.proTe. 
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(how  a  dragon  which  killed  TBI  PIOPUB  OP  ▲  OITT  WITH 

ITS  BBBATH  WAS  DRIVSN  AWAT.) 

DArint  leignedl  in  the  CStee  of  Bame^  a  fbH  wise  mm,  ihit  haJ 
a  Citee  wde  walled,  in  the  whiehe  wm  a  belle  hangecl  in  the 
myddet;  and  $a  ofte  as  he  sfaoU  go  to  habdley  or  out  of  the 
Citee,  to  take  his  pray,  the  belle  sholde  be  rongen)  of  a  maiden^.  IT  It 
befelle  in  shoite  tyme,  that  dragons  and  yenemoiis  bestes  Tenemed 
men,  and  thus  thei  diddeid  ofte ;  wherfore  the  Citee  was  nje  dis- 
ttajB&,  and  nere  banc)  aH  perisshec).  V  The  wise  men  of  the  Citee 
witk  one  assent  and  coonseOe  went  to  the  Empsronr,  and  saiJ,  ''Sir, 
what  shafi  we  dof  behold  oar  goodes  are  distioied  in  the  Citee, 
and  brought  to  nought,  and  ye  and  we  are  in  poynt  to  be  lost^  for 
dragons  and  Tenemons  bestes  distroieo)  ts.  lette  ts  ordeyne  some 
good  connseile,  or  ek  we  shnlle  alle  perissK."  %  The  Emparonr 
Mid,  ''how  may  we  defende  ysl"  Than  one  of  hem  seid,  ''heretii 
my  connseile,  and  ye  shnlle  not  forthynke  it  %  8ir^  there  is  a  lyon^ 
in  your  paleys ;  sette  vp  a  crosse,  and  hange  the  lioxd  ther  on;  and 
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19. 

Darius  regned  in  Bome  a  full  wise  man  ^t  had  a  Cite  wda 
walled  In  )>e  whiehe  A  Belle  hanged  in  the  myddes  /  &  as  oft 
as  he  sholde  go  to  )>e  bataile  or  out  of  be  Cite  to  take  his  pray  /  the 
belle  sholde  be  rong*  of  a  mayde  /  It  byfett  wtt/^  in  A  short  tyme 
bat  dragons  &  venem[e]3  bestes  venemyd  mefi  &  )ms  ))6i  dyed  oft, 
Wherfor  the  Cite  was  nye  distroyed,  ^at  nerehand  i&  pmsshed. 
The  wise  men  of  ^  Cite  vri\h  counceile  &  assent  went  to  the 
Emperotir  &  seyde  /  ''Sir,  what  shaft  we  dot  Beholde  how  onr 
goodes  be  distroyed  &  the  Cite  brought  to  noght,  &  we  Are  in 
poynt  to  be  loste  for  ^  dragofi  &  ^  venomes  wonnes  /  lorde,  helpe 
TS,  or  ellys  sey  vs  some  goode  counceill,  or  ellys  we  shole  perisshe  **  / 
The  Emperour  seyde  /  '*  how  mow  we  diiSende  vs  1 "  /  llian  one  of 
hem  seyde,  ''  herith  my  counceiH,  &  ye  shutt  not  ou^r^ink  it  /  Sir, 
^  is  A  lyofi  in  your  palys ;  ^sit  vp  a  crosse  &  hang  |w  lyon  /  And 

*  leafSSS. 
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whan  the  dngon)  and  the  yenemons  bestes  aholi  ae  the  lyon)  on  the 
croBse,  for  fere  thei  ahuH  not  nygll  vs,  ne  noye  va."  V  Than  seid^ 
the  Emperour, ''  this  pleaseth  me  wele/'  and  so  thei  didden)  the  lyoD) 
on  the  erotte ;  V  And  whan  the  venemoaa  bestee  sawe  the  lyoii)  on 
the  crosse,  thei  come  no  more  to  the  Citee,  but  fledl  for  fere. 

V  Seelaneio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  Eadir  of  heven). 
the  Citee  wele  walled  is  the  soole,  sette  aboate  witb  yertues,  whan 
god  fonrmedl  it  to  his  liknesse.  V  The  belle  is  a  dene  conscience, 
that  ledith  a  man  whan  he  shatt  go  to  bataile  agayn)  the  develi,  and 
armetb  hym  with  good  werkes.  '  but  this  belle  shatt  no  man  Eynge 
but  a  maiden),  that  is,  reson),  that  stereth  to  aS.  rightwisenesse. 

Y  The  dragon),  that  flew  with  the  fire,  is  the  yoluptuous  flessk,  that 
bereth  the  fire  of  glotonye  and  lechery,  that  brent  Adam  oure  first 
fadir,  whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  that  was  forebode,  the  yenemous 
bestes,  that  venyme  att  folke,  are  fendes,^  that  for  the  more  parte 
distroiexi)  att  man  kynde.  V  That  sawe  the  wise  men,  that  is,  the 
prophetes  and  patriarkes  sorowed,  and  cried  to  god  for  help. 

V  Therfore  it  was  counseiled,  that  the  lyon),  that  is,  crist,  shuld  be 
put  on  the  crosse ;  as  it  was  prophecied,  It  is  spedfufi  that  one  dye 
for  the  peple,  that  alle  'the  folke  perissB  not.  V  Thei  toke  crist, 
the  lyoh),  and  put  hym  on)  the  crosse;  wherfore  the  yenemous 
bestes,  that  are  fendes,  that  dreden)  to  come  to  cristen)  folke,  fleen). 
and  so,  by  the  help  of  god,  cristen)  folke  shutt  ever  be  in  ever  lastyng 
blisse  wit^  out  ende. 

'  MS.  frandes.  '  leaf  30. 

[Second  Version.     CanAr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

whan  )w  dragon  &  the  yenomes  bestes  shutt  se  ^  lyofi  on  y%  crosse, 
for  fere  ^ei  shutt  not  noye  vs."  Than  seyde  ^  Emp^rour,  '']ns 
pleeyth  me  well,"  &  so  thei  did  ^  lyofi  on  the  crosse  /  And  whan 
y^  yenomes  bestes  saw  )>e  lyofi  on  ^  crosse  thei  come  no  more  to  ^ 
Cite,  but  fled  for  fere. 


[  XDL  ] 

(how  a  KIGHTINGALB  DBLIYBftKD  A  MALEFACTOR  FROM   PRISON.) 

MEnelaus  reigned  m  Hhe  Ciiee  of  Kome,  that  was  right  merci- 
fuH ;  therfore  he  made  a  law,  that  yf  a  mysdoer  were  take, 
and  put  into  prison),  yf  he  myght  ascape,  and  flee  to  the 
paleys,  he  shuld  have  refute,  with  out  any  contradiccion).  IT  It  fille, 
that  there  was  a  man-sleer  taken),  and  put  into  prison),  and  put  to 
his  diete ;  wherfore  he  sorowed  gretly,  that  he  was  put  fro  mannes 
sight,  und  fro  the  light  of  the  sonne.  save  a  UteH  wyndowe,  hy  the 
whiche  [the  light  shone  in ;  by  the  whiche]  light  he  toke  his  mete 
*and  his  diynke  of  the  kepers  eu^ry  day,  and  ete  at  a  certayn)  houre. 
f  And  whan  the  keper  of  the  prison)  was  gone  away,  a  Nightyngale 
was  wonte  to  come  in  atte  wyndow,  and  synge  wondir  swetly ;  of 
the  whiche  songe  the  knyght  was  gretly  comforted,  and  after  the 
songe,  the  brid  fleigh  into  the  knyghtes  akirte,  and  the  knyght  every 
day  fedde  the  bridde  with  a  porcion)  of  his  mete.  IF  After  this  it 
felle  ypon  a  day,  that  the  knyght  was  wondir  hevy,  and  said  to  the 
bridde  sittyng  in  his  skirte  thise  wordes,  IF  "  0 !  good  bridde,  what 
shalt  thou  yeve  me,  that  have  so  many  'a  day  I-fedde  thel  biyng 
me  into  memorie,  for  thou  art  goddes  creature,  and  I  also."    IF  whan 
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9. 

Menelaus  regned  in  Borne  bat  was  right  mercyfuH ;  ^erfor  he 
made  a  lawe  \ai  if  a  miller  were  take  and  put  in  prison  if  he 
myght  scape  &  fle  to  the  palays,  he  shold  haue  refute  wt't/t  out  eny 
contradiction  /  It  fill  ^at  }>er  was  A  man-sleer  take  &  put  in  pryson 
&  put  to  his  diete  /  whcrfor  he  sorowed  gretely  fat  he  was  put  out 
of  mannes  sight  /  &  pnued  fro  the  lyght  of  the  sonne  /  saue  a  lytytt 
wyndowe,  by  ])e  whych  the  lyght  shone  in  /  By  the  whiche  lyght  he 
toke  his  mete  &  ete  /  The  keper  of  the  pryson  eue?y  day  brou>;ht 
hym  his  mete  at  a  certeyfi  oure  /  And  whan  the  keper  of  f e  prysofi 
was  gone-a-way  A  nyghtyngale  was  wont  to  come  in  at  the  wyndowe 
&  syng«  wonder  swetely,  of  f  e  which  song  the  knyght  was  gretely 
comfortyd  /  And  after  the  song*  be  byrd  flye  in  to  fe  knyghtes 
skyrte ;  &  f e  knyght  eue?7  day  feci  f e  byrd  wit/i  a  porcion  of  his 
mete.  After  this  It  fyH  on  a  day  J)at  J)e  knyght  was  wondyr  heuy 
&  scyde  to  the  byrde  syttyng*  in  his  8k3rrte  \e&  wordes,  ''  O  good 
byrd,  what  shalt  fou  gefe  me  fat  so  many  dayes  haue  fed  fet 
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the  bridde  had  herd  this,  he  flew  forihe.  and  the  thixx}  day  he 
come  ayene,  and  brought  in  his  mouthe  a  jneciouB  atone,  and  letto  ii 
falle  into  the  knyghtea  skirte,  and  flew  £arthe.  The  knyght,  whan 
he  sawe  the  8t<m6^  he  had  grete  mdnraale.  Y  After  it  happed  to  falle 
on  his  feters,  and  anos)  ali  the  Iren),  that  he  was  bound  in,  waa 
broken)  therwitli.  V  The  knyght,  whan  he  saw  thiS|  he  was  right 
glad,  and  arose,  and  touched  the  dore  with  the  stone,  the  whidie 
^opened ;  and  anoii)  he  went  out,  and  ranne  to  the  paleys.  Y  The 
laylei'  *sawe  this,  aiid  whan  he  perseiTed  it,  he  blew  iij.  blasies 
wit/i  an  home,  and  brought  aH  oat  of  the  Citee,  and  said,  ''se  the 
theefi  I  folow  ye  hym !  **  and  aH  thei  folowed,  but  the  keper  ranne 
before.  V  The  knyght  sawe  that,  and  shotte  to  hym  with  an  arowe» 
and  slough  hym ;  and  so  the  knyght  ranne  to  the  paleys,  and  theie 
he  found  refute,  aftir  the  lawe. 

^Deelaraoio.  Frendes,  this  Emperoui'  is  the  Fadir  of  hevra), 
that  ordeyned  this  lawe,  that  who  so  is  a  man-sleer,  that  is,  a  synneri 
that  by  contricioo)  and  confessioid  may  ascape  to  the  paleys  of  holy 
chirche,  [he]  shafi  hare  perpetaeH  refireashyng.  V  This  knyght  is  % 
synner  in  dedely  [synne]  bounden),  and  therfore  by  goddes  law  he 
shuld  be  domed  to  the  prison)  of  helle,  yf  he  passe  so  out  of  thie 
world,  and  boun  I  with  dy  verse  cheynes,  that  is,  with  many  synnes. 

>  leaf  do,  back. 

[Second  Vermon.     Canibr.  M8,  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Bryng*  in  to  memory  for  hou  art  goddys  creature  &  I  also  *  /  Whan 
the  bryd  had  herd  yis  ike  fly  forthe  /  And  the  .iij.  day  he  come 
a-gayne  /  ^  &  brought  in  his  mowthe  a  stone  &  lete  it  foU  in  the 
knyghtes  lappe  &  fly  forth.  The  knyght  whan  he  sawe  the  stone  he 
had  grete  meruayle  /  AfUr  it  happ^  to  falle  on  his  feters,  And 
a-nofi  1^  the  £ron  )>at  he  was  bound  wtt^  was  broke  /  The  knyght 
whan  he  sawe  ^is  he  was  ryght  glad,  &  rose  &  touched  the  dores 
wttA  the  stone,  be  whyche  were  openyd  A-none :  he  went  out  &  ran 
to  fe  paleys.  The  layler,  whan  he  pcrceyuyd  this,  he  blewe  .iij. 
with  an  home  &  brought  all  out  of  the  Cite  /  And  seyde,  "  Se  ^ 
^fe,  Folow  ye  hym  ! "  And  all  folowed  hym,  but  yo  keper  ran  by- 
fore  /  the  knyght  sawe  that  &  shot  at  hym  An  Arowe  &  slowe  hym, 
&  so  the  knyght  ran  to  ])e  [paleys],  &  ther  he  fonde  reftite  After  f9 

lawe. 

»  leaf  227. 
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wherfbre  miche  one  owetli  mekeU:  to  soiow,  and  alway  wepei  V  lbs 
keper  of  the  prison)  is  the  deveHe,  that  suche  one  hathe  sette  £Mte 
bounde  in  synne,  and  mynjrstretli  to  hym  of  delites  and  vioeis  that 
he  go  not  ho  hym.  V  The  briddoi  that  songe  so  swetely,  is  the 
voice  of  gocly  that  seitll  to  a  synner,  Tome  agayn),  tome  agayn),  thou 
wrecchoy  that  is,  a  synfofi  soule,  and  I  shaH  lake  the.  whan  ail 
man-kynde  went  to  helle  before  thecomyng  of  crista  V  There  come  a 
bridde,  that  was  the  godhede,  and  brought  witk  hym  a  stone^  that 
wascrist;  as  he  said  hym  self,  I  ama  stone,  the  sonleof  cnst  wiUl 
the  godhede  disoended  to  belle,  and  brought  witll  hym  mankynd. 
theifore  yf  any  of  you  be  in  dedely  synne,  lette  hym  tonche  his 
synne  witll  ^  stone,  that  is,  witll  the  vertu  of  crist,  in  oontricion) 
and  confession),  and  witll  oute  donte  the  chaynes  of  synne  shidi  be 
broken),  and  the  dore  of  the  grace  of  goci  be  opened;  and  so  shaH  he 
have  fleyng  to  the  paleys  of  holy  chirche.  V  And  yf  the  keper  of 
the  prison),  that  ii^  the  fende,  blowe  with  his  home  of  pride^ 
Covetise,  and  lechery,  and  store  aH  vices  agayn)  the,  thou  shalt 
smyte  hym  with  the  arowe  of  penannce;  and  wit2l  out  donte  he 
abaH  flee  ho  the,  and  so  thou  shalt  have  the  paleys  of  the  kyngdome 
of  heven),  by  this  blissed  stone.  Ie«a  crist  brynge  vs  to  the  Uisse 
of  heven)l 

[  XXI.     Add.  MS.  9066,  leaf  34.  ] 

Calepondinus  in  Rome  reigned,  that  toke  a  maiden)  to  wyf,  that 
conseived,  and  brought  forth  a  faire  childe.  The  child  wexed, 
and  was  put  to  scole.  V  Whan  he  was  xx.  wynter  of  age,  he  de- 
sired 'the  heritage  of  his  Fadir,  and  seid  to  his  Fadir,  V  "  Sir,  ye  axe 
olde,  and  mow  not  rewle  the  £mpire ;  yf  ye  gaf  me  the  Empire,  it 
ahuld  be  youre  profits.**    IF  The  Emperour  seid,  "  sone,  there  is  now 
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Calepodius  in  Borne  regned  ^ai  toke  A  mayde  to  wyfe  ^t  eait- 
oeyuyd  &  brought  foHhe  A  fayre  chylde.  The  Childe  wax  & 
was  put  to  scole  /  Whan  he  was  of  xx  wyntyy  age  he  desyryd  his 
iaders  herytage  Ik  seyde  to  his  fader,  "  Syr,  ye  are  old  &  ye  con  not 
rule  the  Empyre,  yf  ye  yafe  to  me  the  Empyre  /  It  sholde  be  your 
profyt**  /  The  Emperotir  seyde,  "  Sone,  Jer  is  now  grete  hungre  in 
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grete  hungir  in  the  Empire,  and  I  drede,  yf  I  yeve  the  the  Empire  and 
the  power,  yf  I  haci  node,  haply  thou  shuldeet  denye  me  my  wille.* 
IT  The  Empreaee,  that  loved  more  her  sone  than  her  hnsbonJ  eaici, 
"sir  thai  may  not  be,  for  ye  have  but  oo  sone,  and  therfore  I  trotr 
alway  that  he  wille  fnlfilie  your  wille ;  wherfore  it  ia  good  to  you 
to  graunte  hym  the  Empire."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  **  I  wille  have 
of  hym  an  obligacion),  that  what  hooie  he  naeth  hym  self  ayenst 
me,  and  folfille  not  my  wille,  whan  reasoid  is,  I  shaH  depreye  hym 
of  the  Empire."  the  sone  grannted,  and  made  an  obligacion),  and 
sealed  it  %  Whan  this  was  done,  the  Emp^ronr  was  put  firom  his 
dignyte,  and  his  sone  was  crowned.  IT  whan  he  was  made  Emperonr, 
he  was  reised  in  to  pride,  in  so  mekeli  that  he  neither  drod  god  ne 
man,  and  did  many  wronges ;  and  the  fadir  soffired  hym  paeiendy. 
%  It  happed  aftirwaxd,  that  there  was  a  grete  hungir  in  the  land, 
and  the  olde  Emperoor  began  to  node ;  and  wente  to  his  sone,  and 
asked  his  sostenaunee  of  hym,  and  for  a  tyme  he  sent  hym.  but  in 
a  short  tyme  af tir,  the  fadir  was  grenously  sike,  and  called  to  hym 
his  sone^  and  said,  %  My  sone,  I  have  grete  thirst;  yeve  me  a 
draught  of  thi  must"  the  sone  aunswered, ''  I  shali  not,  for  must 
is  not  good  for  thi  complexion).''    %  The  fadir  said,  ^'yeye  me  of 

[Second  Version.     Cambr.  MS.  Ek.  1.  6.] 

the  Empyre,  And  I  drede  if  I  gafe  to  ye  the  Empyre  A  fe  powes  / 
If  I  had  nede  happyly  ^u  sholdyst  denye  me  of  my  wylle "  Tha 
Emperice,  fat  louyd  her  son  more  than  her  husband,  seyde^  **  syr^ 
^t  may  not  be,  for  ye  haue  but  o  sone,  And  ^erfor  I  trow  ^t  ha 
wole  Alway  folow  yotir  wyli  /  Wherfor  It  is  good  to  you  to  grauni 
hym  ye  Empyre."    The  Emperour  seyde,  "  I  wole  haue  of  hym  an. 
obligaciofi,  bat  what  oure  he  reysyth  hym-selfe  a-gayne  me  &  fulfyH 
not  my  wyii  whan  reson  is,  I  BhaH  pnue  hym  of  the  Empyre "  / 
The  sone  grauntyd  &  made  an  obligacion  &  selyd  it  /  Whan  this . 
was  done  /  The  Emperour  was  put  fro  his  dignyte  /  And  his  sone 
was  crowned,  whan  he  was  made  Emperotir  he  was  reysyd  in-to 
pryde,  In  so  mych  he  dred  God  ne  man,  And  dyd  many  wronges. 
And  ye  fader  suffred  hym  pacyently  /  It  happed  after  ^t  yer  was  a 
grete  hungre  in  the  lond  /  And  the  olde  Emperoter  bygan  to  haue 
nede  /  &  want  to  his  sone  &  asked  of  hym  his  sustenaunce  /  &  for  a 
tyme  he  sent  hym.    But  in  A  shorte  tyme  after  the  fader  was. 
gi^uously  syke  /  &  called  his  sone  &  seyde  /  ''  A,  my  sone,  I  haua; 
grete  ^st  /  6yf  me  A  draught  of  thi  wyne  moste"  /  the  sona. 

Q£S1A.  22 
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ino^  tonne  of  wyne."  than  the  sone  soul,  ''nay,  for  it  is  no^ 
dfiie  I-noogll ;  and  yf  it  ehuH  now  be  touched,  thd  wyne  myght  be 
troubleJ ;  and  therfore  I  wille  not  tooche  it^  tille  I  se  it  deie  I-boi^." 
%  The  Fadir  seid,  ^'yeve  me  of  the  third  tonne."  he  said,  ^'naye, 
fi»  the  wyne  is  etronge  and  myghty,  and  thexAM  it  is  not  wotthe  for 
the  sike."  Y  *'  yeve  me  than,"  he  said,  **  of  the  foorthe  tonne."  the 
eonne  seid,  ''nay,  for  it  is  to  feble,  and  with  out  sustentacioi])  or 
oomlorte.  It  must  be  vyne  oonfortati^  tiiat  shuld  be  yeven  to  the 
sike."  IT  The  fadir  seid,  ''yeye  me  therfore  of  the  fifte  tonne."  he 
annswezedy  ''nay,  for  diastes  that  are  in  the  tonne;  and  sache  is 
not  worthe  to  a  sike  man,  scaisely  for  hoggiw."  ^T  Whan  the  Fadir 
sawe  he  myght  not  have/ he  suf&ed  paciently  tille  he  were  hide;* 
and  than  the  Fadir  went  to  the  kyng*  of  Jerosaleniy  and  playned  to 
hym  of  lus  sone,  and  shewed  to  hym  an  obligacion)^  that  he  myg^l' 
pat  out  his  sone,  with  out  any  oontradiocioiili  Y  The  kyng  herd 
tins,  and  called  his  sone,  to  annsWere  to  the  Fadir.  V  whan  the  soile 
might  not  resonably  annswere,  the  kyng  depraved  hym  of  the 
Empire,  and  restoi^  agayn)  the  Fadir.  and  than  aft  pndsed  the 
kyng,  for  hia  had  so  rightf ally  yoven)  the  dome.         '  leaf  84,  baoki. 

[Second  Vernon.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Answeid  /  ''  I  shall  not,  for  muste  is  not  good  for  thi  complexion  "  / 
The  fader  sayde,  "  fan  gyf  me  of  A-nobCT*  ton  of  wyne  "  /  The  sone 
seyde  /  ''  Nay  /  It  is  not  dere  y-noghe  /  d?  if  it  sholde  now  be 
toached  the  wyne  myght  be  troubled,  And  theifor  I  wol  not  touche 
it  /  Tytt  I  se  it  dere  I-nogh"  /  The  fader  sayde  /  "Gyf  me  of  the 
.i^.  tonne"  /  he  seyde,  ''Nay,  for  the  vryne  is  strong*  &  mighty. 
And  therfor  It  is  not  worthe  for  ])e  syke"  /  "Gyf  me,  ^n"  /  he 
seyde,  "  the  .iig.  tonne  "  /  The  Sone  seyde,  "  Nay,  for  it  is  feble  & 
yiiik  out  susten^twnce  or  comfort  /  It  most  be  wyne  comfortable  ^ 
shold  be  yeue  to  the  syke  "  /  Therfor  the  foder  seyde,  "  Gyf  me  of 
•Y.  tonne."  he  answeide,  "  Nay,  for  drastes  are  in  the  tonne,  &  such 
is  not  wor&e  for  A  mafi,  scarsely  for  hogges  "  /  Whan  the  &der  sawe 
he  myght  not  haue  /  he  sufired  pacyently  tytt  he  waxe  hole,  And 
than  he  wacnt  to  the  Kyng*  of  lerhtMolem,  A  playned  to  hym  of  his 
sOne  A  shewed  hym  an  obligacion  fat  he  myght  put  out  his  soner 
wM  out  oofttradictiofi  /  The  kyng«  herds  fis  &  called  to  hym  the 
sone  to  answere  the  fader  /  Whan  fe  sone  myght  not  resonably 
Answere  /  The  kyng*  pryued  hym  of  the  Empyre,  And  restoxyd  A- 
gayne  the  fader.  And  than  aH  preysyd  the  kyng*  for  he  had  so 
wysely  geuen  the  dome.  '  leaf  227,  back. 
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V  Dtolartdo.  Soendes,  this  Empercmr  is  cmt,  the  qpne.of  mAn, 
to  wkom  ia  yoyen)  tlie  Empiie  of  att  this  world;  But  in  tha  giflt^  h^ 
ioke  ol  hym  an  ohligaoion),  his  Baptyme,  that  he  sbnld  f pzsake  the 
pompe  and  att  the  pride  of  ik  V  The  olde  Emperonr,  that  isi  Hfritt^ 
is  d)c%  as  ofte  89  cristerii  nMm  or  woman  faUetll  in,  dedely  synne,  aod 
bnkett  his  oonvuindementis ;  wheifoxa  gKotly  he  thrastetlli  the  hettbe 
clooreflonjes,  and  adcet&of  va  ooryon^e  sge.  Hi  But  (rowSfEcl  m^ 
aonsweretil,  I  may  not  yeve  to  god  my  yo^ige  soukyng  age,  fcr  it  is 
must,  that  is,  over  sone  to  assay  the  way  of  god ;  and  that  is  not 
trew,  for  a  childe  of  oo  daies^  age  is  not  with  oat  sjmne.  V  Wher- 
fore  Seint  Grogoiy  teUeth,  ^t  a  el^ilde  of  y.  yere  of  age  the  fendes^ 
^ken  ont  of  l^a  Fadirs  lappe.  yf  god  may  not  have  of  the  must 
of  so  yon^  «ge,  he  asketli  the  age  of  eldre  childhode,  that  is,  0|l  x. 
pr  xiL  yero.  %  But  frowan)  man  aunsweretli,  and  seitli,  the  wyne 
is  not  cieie  JrUOWf  that  is^  the  child  is  not  apte  to  serve  god,  in  thai 
he  is  inpaifito' ;  V  For  yf  he  be  stered  to  god,  he  must  be  tiNmbkd 
in  his  body,  that  is  agayn)  the  doctryne  of  the  wise  man,  that  seitk, 
he  that  loveth  his  sone,  chastiseth  hym,  and  delyu^retil  his  soule  tn 
helle.  V  Also  he  asketli  wyne  of  the  third  tonne,  that  is,  <^  the 
tonne  of  yonge  mannes  age.  but  man  contrarious  aunsweretli,  the 
wyne  is  over  myghty,  it  is  not  good ;  for  a  feUe  man,  that  is,  yonge 
many  is  stronge  and  myghty,  therfore  he  oweth  to  spende  it  abonte 
worldly  thynges,  and  not  in  penaunee,  for  he  myght  be  made  feUe. 
V  Also  he  aaketh  wyne  of  the  fourtlie  tonne,  that  is,  of  age,  that  is, 
that  thou  yevest  hym  service  in  the  service  of  god.  but  frowaid 
man  auuswereth,  and  seith,  man  in  his  olde  age  is  feble,  and  may 
not  fast^  Ne  do  penaunee,  for  suche  shuld  be  cause  of  his  dethei 
IT  Also  he  asketli  of  the  fifte  tonne,  that  is,  of  the  old  man,  that  may 
not  gop  'with  oute  a  ^^ffe,  yit  be  ast^eth  of  man  that  atete,  thaf  ^e 
tume  to  hym.  IT  Frowaid  man  annsweieth,  and  seith,  this  wyne  is 
over  feble,  for  yf  he  fasted  oo  day,  it  behoved  \kjm  to  make  his 
gn^ve^ ;  And  lawe  wille  not  that  an  yn^iy£[hty  man  shuld  flilee  hym 
eelfl  V  Also  he  asked  of  the  vj.  tonne»  wh^n  man  for  eld*  C)pr 
Uyndnesse  may  no  further  walke  to  synne,  and  myght  faileth  hyaa 

>  Ma  Frendes.  *  MS.  not  inparfite.  *  kaf  tt 
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for  to  do  eveL  %  Ood  asketli  drynke  of  snehe  one,  thai  is^  the 
helthe  of  his  soole;  Bat  wrecehed  man,  that  is  pnt  in  diapain^ 
aeith,  Alias !  alias !  while  I  myght  senre  god  I  wold  not,  and  now 
dwellen)  in  me  the  drestes  of  afi  goodnesse.  wherio  shnUI  I  now  be 
tuned  to  mj  godi  %  But  alias !  many  ther  ben),  that  wille  yeTe 
hym  no  wyne.  wheifore  ciist  playned  to  the  kyng  of  Jerusalem  ; 
and  therfoie  ahold  snche  gone  into  oTerlaslyng  torment^  and  xigh^ 
wise  men  in  to  everlastyng  blisse. 

[  XXIL  ] 

(how  ABZSTOTLB  8AVID  ALIXANDIB'S  LIFJB.) 

Alexander  the  Emp^ronr  was  so  stionge  and  myghty,  that  none 
in  his  tyme  myght  overcome  hym ;  and  this  Emperonr  had 
Aristotil  to  his  maister,  that  taught  hym  in  aH  wysedon)  and 
konnyng.  IT  That  saw  the  quene  of  the  Northe,  and  norisshed  her 
dooghtir  with  venyme,  fro  the  tyme  of  her  birthe,  that  whan  she 
come  to  lawf oH  age,  she  was  so  faiie,  that  she  was  lovesome  to  afi. 
%  After,  she  sent  her  to  Alexandre,  that  she  myght  be  his  concubyne ; 
and  whan  he  saw  her,  anon)  he  was  take  in  her  love,  and  wold  have 
synned  witli  her.  IT  That  persoived  AristotiH,  and  said  to  hym, 
**  Touche  her  not,  for  yf  ye  do,  ye  shall:  be  dede  anon) ;  For  M  her 
lyf-tyme  she  hatli  ben  norisshed  with  venyme,  and  that  I  shaH 
prove  anon),  here  is  one  that  shaH  be  dede  by  the  lawe;  lette 
hym  slepe  with  her,  and  than  sholle  ye  se  whether  I  sey  sothe." 

[Seemd  Venian.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  233.] 

20. 

Alexandre  the  Emperour  was  so  myghty  \ai  no  man  in  his  tyme 
myght  onercome  hym,  &  had  AjristotiH  to  his  mayster,  that 
tanght  hym  aH  wisdom  &  konyng*.  that  sawe  ^  quene  of  the 
northe  &  norisshed  her  doughtei*  WitA  venom  fro  ]>e  tyme  of  her 
yong*  age  ^t  whan  she  come  to  lawfuU  age  she  was  so  fayre  a 
creature  &  louesom)  to  aH :  After  she  sent  hei*  to  Alysandi'  that  she 
myght  be  his  /  &  [he]  wolde  haue  synned  wttA  hei* :  bat  perceyned 
AristotiH  &  seyde  to  hym, ''  touche  hei'  not,  for  if  ye  ao  ye  shuH  be 
dede  Anone  /  for  aH  her  lyf  tyme  she  hathe  be  norisshed  wttA 
venom  /  &  ^t  shaH  I  preve  Anone  /  here  is  one  )>at  shi^  be  dede 
by  )^  lawe  /  let  hym  slepe  w/tA  her,  <&  ]>an  shuH  ye  see  when'  I  sey 
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and  80  it  wbb  done,  anon)  aa  be  kissed  bei',  be  fiUe  downe  dede. 
IT  Alexandre  praisecl  hia  maister,  for  be  delyveiod  bym  fro  tbe 
dethe. 

%  Daclaimdo.  Frendes,  ibis  Emp^rour  may  be  said  every  man 
tbat  is  stronge  and  mygbty,  by  tbe  vertu  of  tbe  baptyme.  Tbe 
qnene  is  babondaonce  of  tbo  tbynges  tbat  seketli  man  to  slee. 
%  Tbe  maide,  tbat  was  Tenymed,  is  glotonye  and  lecbery,  by  tbe 
wbicbe  many  are  slaynl  IT  Aristotitt  is  reasoii),  tbat  seitli  ali  way 
ayenst  synne.  Tbe  man,  tbat  is  dampned  by  tbe  lawe,  is  froward 
man,  tbat  all  way  synnetb  witli  glotonye  and  lecbery.  tberforo  it 
is  to  flee,  tbat  we  be  sobro  in  mete  and  ^drynk*,  tbat  we  mowe  oome 
to  everlastyng  mede,  tbe  wbicbe  is  etcmatt.     Amen. 

[  XXIIL  ] 

(how  a  father  killed    his    son   RATHIB  THAN  BKI  HIM   IN    FAIN.) 

Floeculus  reigne*  in  Homo,  that  haJ  a  Mue  that  was  «od«, 
tbat  dyverse  daies  rent  bis  membres.  tbe  Fadir  sawe  tbat^ 
and  yaf  bym  venyme,  and  bad  lever  alee  bim  aoftly  tban  be 
abold  so  rente  bym  selfi  d^nrerse  daies.  Tbe  modir  sawe  tbat,  and 
was  rigbt  sory ;  Sbe  wente  to  tbe  domesman,  and  pkyned  on  ber 
busbond,  tbat  be  bad  slayn)  bis  sone.  %  Tbe  fadir  before  tbe  domes- 
man  aunswered,  and  said,  "  it  was  a  worke  of  cbaritee,  and  tbat  for 

'  leaf  85,  back. 
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sotbe "  /  &  so  it  was  doll.  Anone  aa  be  kyssed  ber  be  fin  dowll 
dede  /  Alisaondre  praysyd  bis  mayster  for  [be]  delyu^rd  bym  so  firo 
tbat  ae^ 

[Second  Vereion.     Canibr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  233.] 

21. 

Ploscolns  regned  in  Bome  tbat  bad  a  sone  ^t  was  wode,  ^t 
dyu^rs  dayes  rent  bis  membres  /  Tbe  fader  saw  tbat  &  gaf  bym 
venym  A  bad  leayr  sle  bym  ^an  be  sbolde  rend  bym-self  so  dyxiers 
dayes  /  Tbe  modez*  saw  ^t  &  was  rigbt  sory;  sbe  went  to  tbe 
domesman  &  pleynyd  of  ber  bosbande  ^t  be  bad  alayne  bis  sone  / 
Tbe  fader  by-fore  \le  domesman  Answerde  &  seide,  **  It  was  a  werk 
of  cbarite  &  ferlat  tbis  skyH  /  My  sone  aH-to-rent  bym  self,  &  so 
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this  fikille.  IT  My  sone  aH  to-Mnto  bym  teUt,  and  so  of  longe  tjin* 
he  soffred  many  wreecfaednesse.  IT  I,  that  yraa  his  Fadir,  sejng 
that,  I  chase  rather  to  slee  hym,  than  longe  tyme  to  se  hym  in 

SOTOW." 

Declftnteio.  Frondes,  this  Etapenmr  is  the  Vorlift.  The  sone^ 
that  rent  hym  tolf,  is  a  doer  of  peiiatim^  the  iHiiehe  tametlL  his 
fleaslL  V  But  oare  Fadir,  the  trhicbe  is  the  ^roMf  by  the  ifhiehe 
ire  are  snsteyned  bbdely,  yey6tli  vs  Tenymes  6^  the  erthe  of  our 
birthe,  by  the  whidie  bfte  sithes  we  are  dede.  IT  Butome  nMKlir, 
that  is  holy  chirche,  a6cnsetli  the  woilJ  to  go&.  tbetlbre  flee  'Wb 
the  world,  that  otire  modir,  holy  dkirebe,  may  hare  of  irsaola^ 
grete  ioye,  and  gladnesao. 

[  XXIV.  ] 

(how  an  unfaithful  WIFB  WAS  GUBBD  OF  HKB  PASSION.) 

PBomius  reigned  in  Home,  tliat  had  a  faire  wyf>;  the  whiche, 
whan  she  stode  ones  in  a  wyndowe  of  the  CasteH,  she  sa?w  Q. 
knyghtes  in  a  modow  vndir  the  Castdi  [fightynge]  to-gedre ; 
the  one  knyght  was  right  flEdre,  in  so  mekcH  that  the  lady  was  taken^ 
inhis^love.  IT  Whan  the  bataile  was  dokie,  the  knyght  that  the  lady 
loved  so  weloy  had  the  victorie ;  the  lady  for  love  bo^^an  to  langour. 
IT  The  Emperour  was  right  hevy,  and  sent  anon)  for  loches,  forio  see 
the  state  of  the  lady ;  and  thei  seiden),  "  there  is  none  other  sike- 
nesse  in  her,  bat  that  she  loveth  some  man  over  mekett."  IT  The 
Emperonr  said  to  his  wyf*,  *'  I  pray  the,  name  hym  that  thou  lovest 
more  than  me."  IT  She  said,  "  that  faire  knyght  I  love  so  mekeH, 
that  but  I  have  Ins  love,  I  shiiH  be  dede.**  IT  Than  the  Emperonr 
said  to  the  leches,  ''I  pray  you,  that  ye  save  her  lyf.**  Thei  seid, 
*'  there  is  no  way,  but  one  slee  that  knyght  that  had  the  victorye, 
and  anoynte  her  with  his  blood."  %  Thei  slows  the  knyght,  and 
auoynted  her ;  and  anon)  the  temptacioo)  seased,  and  she  was  hole 
of  her  sikenesse.  *  her,'  MS. 
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long*  tyfii  he  snfifr^  many  wikydnesses  /  I,  )kit  was  his  fader,  seeing 
)Mit  /  I  chase  ta^  for  to  sle  hym  \%Xk  long*  tyme  for  to  vee  hym  m 
sorow. 
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Seelaneio.  Frendes,  this  Emperour  is  Adam,  the  first  ^Fadir. 
%  The  wyf y  that  was  so  faire,  it  is  his  soole.  the  \j.  knyghtes  that 
fonghten),  was  god  and  the  anngett.  The  fightyng  was,  whan  the 
anngeH  woU  be  like  god,  and  abone  god;  but  god  had  the  victorie. 
IT  This  sawe  the  qnene,  that  is,  the  soule,  and  anon)  she  brente  in 
the  love  of  god ;  wherfoie  she  was  ake,  *in  so  mek^  that  she  shnld 
dje.  But  the  myghty  knyght,  that  is,  crista  is  slayn),  and  witli  his 
blood  we  aie  an-oynted,  and  are  made  hole. 

[  XXV.  ] 

(how  an  ungrateful  man  bsbblleo  against  thb  bmpebob, 

his  benefactor.) 

LEnyncius  reigned  in  Rome,  the  whicK  as  he  rode  by  a  forest, 
mette  with  a  pooro  man,  and  seid  to  hym,  ''fro  whens 
comest  thou,  and  what  art  thoul"  he  said,  ''I  come  fro 
the  next  Citee,  and  am  your  man."  IT  The  Emperour  said,  ''yf 
thou  wilte  be  a  good  man,  and  a  trew,  I  shaH  promote  the  to  grete 
richesse."  he  said,  ''ye,  lord."  Anon)  the  Emp<9rour  made  hym  a 
knyght,  and  sons  he  rode  into  pride ;  wherfore  he  gadred  to  h3rm 
many  of  the  grete  men  of  the  empire,  and  conspired  with  hem,  that 
he  wold  Ysurpe  the  Empire,  whan  the  Emperour  wist  that,  anon) 
he  put  hym  out,  and  alle  that  held  with  hym ;  and  wold  no  lenger 
lette  hym  dwelle  in  his  Empire,  but  ordeyned  other  in  her  stede, 

■  leaf  86.  *  Uke,  MS. 
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22. 

Lemicius  r^;ned  in  the  Cite  of  Home  /  the  which,  as  he  rode  by 
a  foreste,  mete  wt tA  a  pore  man  &  seyde  to  hym,  "  fro  whens 
comyst  ^u  &  what  art  )k)u  t "  he  seyde,  "  I  come  fro  )>e  nexte  dite  / 
&  I  am  your  man"  /  The  Emperour  sayde,  "  if  jbou  wilt  be  A  good 
man  &  trew,  I  shaH  promote  the  to  richesse  /  he  seyde,  '*ye, 
lorde "  /  A-none  ])e  Emperour  made  hym  knyght,  &  sone  he  rose 
in-to  pride  /  Wherfor  he  gadred  to  hym  many  of  |»  grete  mefi  of  the 
Empire  &  conspirid  wttA  hem  yxlt  he  wolde  ysurpe  the  Empire  / 
Whan  )>e  Emperour  wist  of  ^t  /  Anone  he  put  hym  out  &  afi  bat 
belde  wttA  hym  /  &  wolde  no  lenger  lot  \\ym  dwelle  in  his  Empire, 
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and  yaf  hem  aH  her  landes,  and  aH  her  meyable  goodea.    V  Whao 

they  herd  that  straungers  had  her  goodes,  thei  conspiiedl  ayenit 

hem,  and  praieJ  hem  to  the  festi  and  sette  before  hem  t.  mease ; 

and  eveiy  mesee  waa  envenymed,  and  ali  that  ete  of  the  menea  weira 

dede.    IT  The  Emp^rour  called  hia  sonnes,  and  aakod,  what  were  to 

do  of  the  dede  t    his  Eldest  sone  said,  '*  ye  are  my  Fadir,  and  gretly 

I  am  greyed  for  your  hevynesse.    I  yeve  you  this  ooonaeilei.    V  A 

liteH  kyngdom)  is  here  not  ferre  fro  you,  in  the  whiohe  is  a  foH  fiuia 

maidexi),  the  which  haift  a  noHe  gardyn) ;  In  the  which  gardeyn)  is 

a  welle  of  watir  of  suche  yertu,  that  yf  it  be  sprynged  on  the  dede 

body,  it  shaH  lyye  agayn).     %  Therfore  I  shaH  go  to  this  kyngdome, 

and  %haB  gete  the  watir  of  this  welle,  by  the  whiche  the  dede  mow 

arise  to  lyf*."    IT  And  anon)  he  went  to  the  kyngdom),  and  gate  the 

wille  of  the  maiden);  and  went  into  the  gardyn),  and  found  the 

welle.    wherfore  he  did  make  y.  pittes  right  dope,  by  the  whiche 

the  watir  of  the  welle  ranne  to  the  bodies  of  the  dede  men ;  and 

anon)  thei  rissen).     and  whan  this  was  done  and  sene,  IT  The  sone  of 

the  Emperour  ladde  ^hym  and  aH  theym)  to  his  Fadir.     %  The 

Emperour,  whan  he  sawe  hem,  he  was  glad,  and  for  ioye  crowned 

his  sone. 

>  leaf  36,  back. 
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but  ordeynyd  o^er  in  his  stcde,  &  gaf*  hem  his  landes^  &  ^ati:  her 
meuable  goodys  /  whan  thei  bardo  /  \ai  straungers  had  her  goodes 
Thoi  conspirid  a-gayne  hem  &  prayed  hem  to  be  festo  &  sette  by-fore 
hem  y.  messes,  &  euery  messe  was  vcnymed,  &  aU  })at  ete  of  ])e 
messes  were  dede  /  The  Emperot/r  calle<l  /  bis  sones  [&]  seyde,  "  ye 
Are  my  fader,  &  gretely  I  am  greuyd  for  yowr  heuynes  /  I  gyf"  yow 
this  councelH  /  A  lytitt  kyngdome  is  here  bysyde,  not  ferro  fro 
yow,  in  the  which  is  a  wett  of  water  of  suche  v«lu  fat  if  it  be 
sprenglid  on  the  dede  body  It  shaH  leye  agayfi  /  ferfor  I  shaH  go  to 
this  kyngedome  &  gete  me  water  of  f is  welle  by  fe  whiche  fe  dede 
mow  rise  to  lyf*  /  And  anono  he  went  to  f e  kyngdome  &  gate  fe 
weH  of  the  mayde  /  &  went  in  to  fe  garden  &  fonde  fe  weH :  wher- 
for  he  made  .y.  pitted  fuU  depe,  by  the  which  fe  water  of  b*  weH 
xanne  to  f  e  bodyes  of  f  e  dede  men,  &  Anone  thei  risefi.  And  [when] 
this  was  sene  The  sone  of  fe  Emperour  led  hem  aH  wi tA  hym  to  his 
fader.  ])e  Emperour  whan  he  saw  hem  he  was  gladde  &  for  loy 
crownyd  his  sone. 

'  leaf  233,  back. 
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V  Daolaraoio.  Frendesy  this  Emperonr  is  the  Fadir  of  heven). 
The  poore  man,  that  waa  promoted  to  grete  dignite,  is  lacifer,  that 
of^  nought  waa  made,  that  is,  of  no  matir.  %  Therfore  of  that  he 
was  80  pronde,  in  so  mekdt  that  he  wold  be  like  god,  ye,  and  more ; 
and  therfoz*  he  was  cast  out  of  heyen),  with  a&  theym)  that  consented 
to  h jm,  and  man  is  promoted  to  that  dignyte  in  her  stede.  IT  The 
fendes,  whan  thei  sawe  this,  thai  praied  Adam  and  Eve  to  a  feat, 
whan  thei  eten)  of  the  apple  agayn)  goddes  precepte  by  her  steryng, 
and  said,  IT  What  hoore  ye  ete  of  the  fnite  of  this  tree,  ye  shnH  be 
as  goddef.  wherfore  in  this  fest  waa  mynystred  to  hem  v.  messes, 
Tliat  is,  of  the  y.  wittes,  the  whiche  all  accorded  to  ete  of  the  apple ; 
and  therfore  idl  thei  were  enfecte,  for  the  whiche  man  died.  V  This 
herd  the  sone  of  the  Fadir  of  heyen),  and  was  stored  to  mercy,  and 
descended  fro  heyen)  into  this  world ;  and  come  to  the  maiden),  that 
is,  Marie,  and  there  he  found  the  welle  of  mankynd,  the  whiche 
was  loyned  to  the  godhede.  V  Aftir  this  he  did  make  y.  pittea, 
that  is,  y.  woundes  in  his  bodye,  by  the  whiche  ranne  blood  and 
watir,  that  made  ali  mankynde  to  lyye  agayn),  that  ahaH  be  sayed, 
and  ledde  home  agayn)  to  the  heyenly  paleys.  To  the  whiche  brynge 
ys  le^  Crist !    Amen. 

[  XXVn.  Iea/37.  ] 

(how  a  FAITHTUL  OUARDIAir   WAS  BKWABDBD.) 

VOmias  reigned  in  Eome,  that  toke  a  &ire  ni)aideii)  to  wyf, 
the  whiche  conseiyed,  and  brought  forthe  a  faire  aone. 
If  wise  men  come  to  the  Emperour,  forto  haye  ^his  sone 
to  norissh.  %  Than  the  Emperour  sent  out  a  messanger  ])urgll  aft 
the  Citee,  that  in  whos  house  were  founde  fire  and  watir,  ahuld 

■  leaf  37,  hmck. 
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24. 

Remilus  regned  in  Rome  \aX  toke  a  fayre  mayde  to  wyf,  ^ 
which  conceyuyd  &  brought  forthe  a  fayre  sone  /  Wyse  men 
come  to  ^  Emperour  for  to  haue  his  childe  to  norisshe.  Tban  the 
Kmperour  anofl  sent  out  a  messangei*  ^orogh  aH  the  Cite,  ^t  [he] 
in  whos  hous  ware  foundo  fyre  or  water  sholdo  haue  his  sone  to 
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hAYe  his  soiie  to  noritih.  V  whui  this  was  paUisdie^y  manj 
oideyiied  hem  fiie  and  wiitir.  H  The  Emp^roiir  di<l  «rie  abo,  that 
he  that  hadde  the  ehilde  to  kepe,  aad  Moriaaheil  hjm  eleiily  and 
purely,  he  ahnld  he  promoteil  to  grete  dignyte,  and  ds  he  Axdi  bo 
dampned  to  irikked  dethe.  -^  Anon),  while  thai  dept^  come  a 
Tyranntey  whoa  name  waa  JBolopiiiay  that  aleked  the  fixe  and  eaat 
watir  out  x>f  the  hooae.  Bttt  amonge  hem  waa  a  man  that  hi^ 
lonathaa,  that  aH  njght  labofd^  that  Aie  and  watir  aholdl  not  bSbip 
hut  ^t  he  ahokl  alwaj  have  bothe  ledy.  V  whan  merow  was 
oome;  the  meaaanger  went  aboute  the  Gitee,  to  loko  in  who^  hooae  ho 
myght  fynde  fire  and  watir ;  but  whan  he  hadde  gone  aboute  tho 
Gitiee,  in  the  hooae  att  only  of  lonathaa  he  foonde  fire  and  watir ; 
and  80  the  Emperoora  aone  waa  yeve  to  hymfor  to  noriadi,  vndir  tho 
forme  afbraeid.  V  lonathaa  toko  the  ehikf,  and  hired  maaona,  that 
the!  diokl  enhaunae  hia  Ghambre  wiA  morter  and  atone ;  and  whan 
the  chambre  waaredy,  he  called  to  h3rm  payntoora,  and  made  hia 
ehamhre  to  be  paynted  IT  In  thia  form,  in  the  walle,  on  the  rig^t 
aide,  he  paynted  x.  ymages,  and  abooe  the  ymageathia  aeriptore 
waa  writton),  IT  he  tfiat  findethe^  not  thise  ymagei^  ahM  have  a 

>  Ma  foloweth. 
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norisshe.  When  ^is  was  publisshod  many  ordejnyd  hym  fyre  d; 
wat^  /  The  Empenmr  dyd  cry  also  ^at  [if]  he  )Hit  had  ^  ehilde  to 
kepe  norisshod  hym  clonly  &  purely  he  sliolde  be  promotyd  to  gr^ 
dignyte,  &,  ellis  he  sholde  bo  dampnyd  to  ])e  wikkyd  de^e  /  Anone 
while  bei  slept  come  a  tyraunte  whos  name  was  Eulopius  /<^t 
alekkya  ]>e  fyre  &  caste  water  out  of  the  houses  /  But  A-mong*  liem 
was  a  man  hyght  lonathas  that  dl  nyght  labouiyd  ^t  fyre  &  wat^ 
sholde  not  fayle  //  But  ^ere  he  shold  aJway  haue  bothe  redy  /  Whan 
morll  was  comyn  the  messang^r  went  aboute  ^  Cite  to  loke  in  whoa 
hous  he  myght  fynde  fyre  &  water  /  But  whan  he  had  gone  aboute 
^  Cite,  in  ^  hous  ali  only  of  lonathas  he  fonde  fyre  &  water,  &  so 
be  £mperotfr8  sone  was  yove  to  hym  for  to  norisse  vnder  be  forme 
Dy-fore  seyde  /  lonathas  toke  ])e  cMlde,  and  lurid  masyns  that  thoi 
sholde  hauuse  lus  chambre  wtt^  morter  &  stone,  &  whan  the 
ohambre  was  redy  he  called  to  hym  peyntovrs  &  made  his  chambre 
to  be  payntyd  in  \ib  fourme  /  In  ^  wall  of  ^  right  syde  he  payntyd 
X  ymages  /  &  a-boue  jkis  ymagea  ^is  scnptur  Mraa  wryte  /  ''he  ^t 
foulyUi^  not  yes  ymages  shaH  haue  A  goldyH  crowfi  of  y%  Emparonr. 

'  MS.  folowjth. 


JBBVIL  «ai  VAUBVUL  aVABDLlN.    STORY.    A33nr.'&  CAatSR.:mS.    847 

gotdai>  troume  of  the  JSmpertm ;  And  yf  he  feuie^  the  ymoffci^  hs 
duiB  he  eomiempnei  toafaule  ddhe.  %  Than  on  tke  dore  he^made 
to  be  diaweo)  a  goldeii)  chaier,  and  hjin  self  sittyng  ther.  in,  erowneil 
witliacrowiie^bf  gc^;  and  aboae  hia  hede  was  written),  Mfi»  a^H 
heerdwme&f  Ukai  vfde  norisdiM,  ^  Empettmretome.  And  whan  aB 
tiua  was  BMdey  iT  lonatluB  was  ofte  siUie  tsmptecl'forto  defoide  tin 
yBMig«8,bat  ^aiflui  be  leddo  the  scripture,  anoii>i  he  bad  dicdetlist 
fa»  shtdcl  dye  «»<  ereH  dethe ;  and  so  alf  the  temptacioii)  went  a-wiqr. 
and  also  whan  be  sawe  written^  orer  the  ymi^ges  hedes  the  mede  of 
ibe  erowney'more  and  move  be  stndiecl  forto  wor^ippa'the  -ynagesy 
and  fsrto  kepe  bem  in  faiienesse.  And  whan  the  cbild^was  not 
wele  noris^eti,  be  taane  swiftly  to  tbe  perisshyiq;' of  the  finenye; 
snod'Wban'be  sawbym  seif^sholS  be ' banget),  be  died  gretdy,  and 
att  the^efiiiates  of  the  norissbyng,  asto'tbe  chiU,  be  amsododl. 
%  •  Biit  whan  be  sows  tbe  golden)  chaixe,  and  bymr'seif  evowneclwilii 
a  erowne  of  gelc),  and  -above  bis  beds  was  written), 'f  Thuekeduik 
he  wareh^ppBi^  that  itde  and  dene  eh^  nariedi  ihe  eone  4/  dke 
Aipeioitry^V  And  than  bo  bad  so  moche  ioye  of  ttioplctaiot>f 'jie 

>  IfS.  folaw.  '  leaf  8S. 
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And  if  bo  foide  fe  ymages  be  shafi  bo  co7idempnyd  to  a  fonle  de^  /" 
Than  on  ])e  dore  ho  made  to  be  drawe  A  goldy  ft  cheyie,  A'  bym-self 
syttyng*  ^6r-in  crownid  vrith  a  crowne  of  golds  /  &  a-boue  bis  hede 
was  wryte  ])is  /  "  ])U8  slinH  he  be  crownyd  ])at  norisshith  wele  )>e 
Emperours  sone"  /  &  wlian  aH  }ris  was  made  /  lonathas  was  oft^ 
tyme  temptyde  to  ^defoule  fe  ymages  /  But  whan  he-  red  ye  scrip- 
tare,  he  dred  ^t  he  shold  dye  an  euyH  dethe,  &  so  aH  ^  temptaciofi 
went  A-way.  And  also  whan  he  »awe  wry tcfl  on  fo  ymages  hedes 
ye  mede  of  ^o  crowne,  more*&  more  he  studyed  for  to  worship  ^ 
ymage,  &  for  to  kepe  hem  in  fayrenes  /  &  Whan  fe  child  was  not 
wele  goosmyd  &  norisshed  he  raune  swyftly  to  ^e  pmsshyDg  of  fe 
enemy,  And  whan  he  saw  hymself'  sholde  be  haiiged  /  he  drede 
gretely  &  aH  be  defautes  of  ])o  norissbyng*  as  to  ^  childe  be 
Amendyd  //  Bat  whan  he  sawe  ye  goldyn  ohayre  &  hymsdf 
crowned  witA  a  crowne  of  golde,  &  tihI  ^  superscripciofi  /  '*  Thas  he 
shidi  do  worship  ])at  wele  &  clene  norisshith  ye  sons  of  ye  £m- 
psrour "  /  &  ysLTk  he  had  so  myche  loy  of  ye  jnctoie  of  be  chayer 
^  aH  his  lyf  alter  he  norisshed  right  wele  ye  child  alter.    The 

*  MS.  of.  '  leaf  8S4,  back. 
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Chaire,  that  aH  his  lyf  aftir  he  noriashed  wde  the  ohilii.  The 
EmpdronTy  whan  he  herd  this,  he  sent  for  hym  and  for  hia  aone^  and 
promoted  hem  to  grete  dignytee. 

IT  Deelanudo.  Frendee^  this  Emperonr  is  the  Fadir  of  heveaX 
The  Empiease  is  hlissed  marie ;  the  child  is  lenci.  the  mnnnanflnr, 
that  was  sent,  is  Seint  lo&n  B^>tist^  that  he  shnld  shew  his  oomyng ; 
wharf  ore  the  wise  men,  that  were  the  patriarkes  and  the  ptvphete^ 
desired  gretly  to  norissK  hym,  and  se  hym ;  and  thai  sawe  hym  no^ 
for  fire  and  watir  was  in  hem  extyncte.  IT  By  fire  is  Tndintond  the 
holy  goaty  that  appered  not  yit  to  hem  as  it  did  to  the  appoatels,  na 
thai  were  not  wasshen)  with  the  watir  of  baptyme,  as  crirten  man 
are  now.  V  Or  els  by  fire  thou  may  Tndirstond  parfite  chaiite,  and 
by  watir  trew  contriocio&X  ttus  ^  fallen  in  many,  and  tharfoia 
the!  mow  not  have  the  child  leta  in  her  hertes.  IT  Ionatha%  thai 
waked,  ia  a  good  cristen  man,  fat  aH  way  in  good  werkee  stiKUetll  to 
wake,  and  ait  way  to  offire  to  god  for  lus  synnes  the  fire  of  charitee^ 
and  the  wat^r  of  oontriccioii).  V  But  ofte  sithe  the  tyrannt^  that  i% 
the  de  Tel,  putteth  out  the  fire  of  charitee  and  the  watir  of  contriodoid^ 
and  casteth  it  f erre  a-way  fro  the  hertes  of  many ;  theifore  the!  thai 
are  thus  defamed,  may  not  norissh  the  child  lenL  Therfore  do 
thou  as  lonathas  did;  wake,  and  pray,  that  ^n  entre  not  into 
temptacion);  and  colle  to  the  tzew  oxpositours,  that  is,  discrete 
confessonrs  or  prelates,  that  may  rise  vp  in  thyii)  herte  a  stonen) 
chambre,  and  seker  feitii  and  hope  for  the  wyndowes.  than  calls  to 
the  payntours,  that  mowe  peynt  in  thyn  hert  x.  ymages,  that  is,  the 
X  comanndementes ;  and  than  y  t  thou  kepe  wele  his  preceptis,  witll 
out  doute  in  tyme  to  come  thou  shalt  be  crowned,  and  not  be 
dampned  to  ever  lastyng  dothe.  IT  And  the  golden)  chaire  must  be 
in  the  dore  of  thyn  hert,  that  is  to  sey,  yf  thou  norissh  wele  the 
child  leni,  thou  shalt  have  a  chaire  in  heveii).  and  have  mynd, 
yf  thou  norissh  hym  evett,  thou  shalt  be  hanged  in  the  gibbette  of 
Helle,  but  thou  amende  the.    ^Therfore  studie  we  so  to  norissh  the 

■  leaf  88,  back. 
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Eniperour,  whan  he  hard  this  he  sent  for  hym,  &  for  his  sons  piv-. 
motid  hym  to  grete  dignite. 
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chilli  leia^  bj  meritorie  werkee,  that  we  mow  come  to  the  mede 
that  is  everlastjng  wt  tAont  ende. 

[  XXXIIL  leqfi6,baek  ] 

(how  an  impibob  DIYIDED  all  his  P088B88I0V8  AMONGST 

HIS    SUBJBCT8.) 

Fulgenciiis  leigned  in  the  Citee  of  Borne,  the  whiche  in  mer^ 
Teillons  maner  lovecl  his  peple,  in  so  mekeii:  ])at  he  made  to 
be  cried  thuigh  aH  his  Empire,  that  aH  men  shuld  come  of 
every  nacion)  at  a  certayn)  day  to  his  paleya,  and  what  so  ever  thei 
asked,  aH  thei  shold  have,  aftir  ^her  estate.  V  Dukes  and  other 
gtete  lordes,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei  were  right  glad,  and  come  in  a 
grete  multitude ;  and  eche  by  hem  sel^  put  forthe  his  peticion),  and 
had  it  and  so  aH  the  Empire  nere  hand  was  devided  amonge  hem ; 
and  eche  man  ioyed,  and  went  home  to  his  owne,  and  toke  seisyii) 
in  his  londes,  and  tenementes,  and  mevable  goodes,  that  thei  hadden) 
of  the  Emp^rour.  %  After  ])is,  poors  men  and  symple  wente  to-gedre, 
and  said,  **  a  comoo)  crie  is  made,  that  aH  shaH  come  to  the  Emp«rours 
paleys,  no  persons  ont  take.  Riche  men  and  myghty  men  have  come 
afore  vs,  and  haye  ^resceiyed  benefice,  after  her  wille,  and  therfore 
go  we  now,  and  we  shuH  have  goodes  of  the  Emperoor."     that  herd 

>  leaf  47. 

[Second  Vernon.     Cambr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6,  leaf  235.] 

26. 

Folgencins  regned  in  ^  Cite  of  Bome  /  Y  which  in  memelotM 
man^  lonyd  his  peple,  in  so  mych  he  made  to  be  ciyed  ^orogh 
out  aH  be  Empire  /  ^t  aH  men  sholde  come  of  eny  nation)  at  a 
certeyfi  oay  to  his  paleis  /  And  what  so  eosr  )wi  askyd,  aH  thei  shold 
have  after  his  state  /  Dukes  &  o])er  grete  lordys  whan  ^i  hard  ^is 
yfi  were  right  gladde  h  come  in  A  grete  multitude,  A  eche  by  hem- 
sel^  put  for^  his  peticion),  &  had  it,  so  idl  ^  Empire  nere  hande  was 
dyuydyd  a-mong  hem,  &  eche  man  ioyed  and  went  home  to  his  owne 
&  toke  sesyfi  in  his  landes  &  tensmente^  &  meuable  goodes  ^at  ]>oi 
had  of  ^e  Emperonr  /  After  ^is  pore  men)  k  sengle  ^come  to-geder  & 
seyden  /  "  A  comyn  cry  is  ^t  aH  shold  come  to  )>e  Emperours  paleys, 
no  persofi  out-take  /  Biche  men  A,  myghty  mefi  haue  come  by-fore  vs 
&  haue  receyuyd  benefice  after  liir'  wiH  //  ^rfor  go  we  nowe  A  we 

*  leaf  235,  back. 
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thai,  aod  said^ ''  this  is  a  gooJ  oounflaile,  and  w  profitable."  and  all 
anon  thei  wenten,  and  stode  atte  gate  of  tihe  pakys,  criyng  that  it 
ahaU  be  mynystred  to  hem,  as  the  erie  was  made.  IT  Whan  the 
Emperoor  herd  the  crioi  he  oome  downe  of  hid  see,  and  said  to  hem, 
IT  FiendfiSy  I  have  heid  youxi^  criflu.  it  ia  sodur  that  the  orie-ia.  by  me 
made,  and  that  afi  indifferantiy  shuld  come,  and  what  thei  asked 
thei  shuld  have,  but  riche  men  and  mighty  9»en  shiuhi  oomje  before 
you,  and  thei  had  aH,  out  take  my  paleys ;  and.  y{  th^  bad  asktd 
my  paley8»  thei  shuld  have  hod  it ;  and  thei£»re  I  hacve  nought  for 
to  yeve  you."  IT  Thei  8aid„  " al  lord»  have  mercy  on,  va,  and  lette 
VB  not  go  Toide  away ;  for  certaynly  it  was  oure  Uame  that  we  coom 
not  before,  wiili  the  riche  mm  and  myghty..  but  sijthen  it  ia  tbiia,^ 
we  aske  your  g^nice„  that  we  may  have  aomewhaAi,.  by  tfaue  whicho  we 
may  live.**  %  The  Emperour  sai^  "  here  oie.  afi  ^ugtl  I  haTa 
yoven)  to  riche  men  and  myghty,  that  come  before  you,  londes  aod, 
tenementes,  neverthelesse  I  have  bolden)  the  lordshippea  in  n^yid^ 
hand  of  ali  the  landes,  and  half*  that  I  yeve  to  you,  ao  that  thei  ba 
now  servanntes  to  you„  and  obedient."  IT  The  poore  mem  whan 
thei  hard  thiSi  they  were  right  gla^  and  bowed  downe  her  hedea  to 


■!"^ 
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shuH  haue  goodes  of  ])e  Emperotir  as  ^ei  haddyfl."  Thei  bat  herde 
^  seyde,  *'  }pA  is  goode  counoeiH  &  a  profitable  "  /  &  Anone  aiir 
went  i,  stode  at  ]?e  yate  of  ^  paleis  cryeog  ^t  it  shold  be  ministrid 
to  hem  As  ^  cry  was  made  /  Whan  the  Emp^rour  harde  )>e  crye  he 
come  douft  of  his  sete  and  seyde  to  hem  //  "  Frendes,  I  haue  herde 
yo«r  crye  /  It  is  so|»  ^t  be  cry  is  by  me  made  &  yai  a^  indiflRarenth' 
sholde  come  /  &  what  ^i  askyd  ^i  sholde  haue  /  Eiche  men  « 
myghti  men  haue  come  byfore  yow  &  aH  ^ai  I  haue,  out-take  my 
pdeis,  I  haue  geue  hem  /  &  if  ^i  Askyd  my  pakis  ^i  had  had  it ; 
^«irfor  I  haue  noght  for  to  geue  yow "  /  ^i  seyde,  ^  A,  lorde,  bane 
m^rcy  on  va,  &  let  not  va  go  voyde  A-way,  for  certaynly  it  was  ouv 
blame  ^t  we  eome  not  to-fore  wit  A  ^  riche  men  and  myghti  /  But 
aethe  it  is  ^ua,  we  aske  your  grace  ^t  we  mowe  haue  aome  what  b^ 
^  whiche  we  mow  leve  *'  /  The  Emperour  seyde,  *'  here  me ;  ^cgh 
att  I  haue  youe  to  riche  men  &  myghty  )iat  come  by-fore  yowe  landes 
&  Xi^nemenix,  neu^Hieles  I  haue  hold  ]>e  lordschip  in  myn  hande  of  alt 
y^  landes,  ^  half  I  geue  to  you,  so  )^t  |»i  be  now  s«ruaunte«  to  yow 
ubedyent "  /  The  poi*  meii)  whan  ^i  herd  ])is  ^i  were  right  gladde  A 
bowid  douu)  hei'  hedcs  to  ]>e  £inpf*rour,  &  lowly  k  mekely  ^nkyd 
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the  Emperoury  and  lowly  and  mekely  thanked  hym,  and  said^ ''  we 
are  come  late,  and  aie  made  lozdes  of  other ! "  whan  this  was  saiii, 
thei  went  home  ayene.  IT  The  liche  men  and  the  grete^  whan  thei 
heitl  thifl^  thei  were  gietdysteredwitB  inhemeel^i  and  said  to-gedi%. 
IT  Alias !  how  is  this  mynystred  to  ys,  that  thei  that  were  wonte  to 
be  our  chorles  and  semaontes  in  aH  thyng,  now  are  made  oure  lordee. 
Go  we  aH  anon)  to  the  Emperoor^  and  be-thynke  Ys  a  remedye."  thei 
saideii)  afi|  '^  it  is  a  good  ooonsaile."  IT  Anon)  thei  wente  to  the 
£mp0roiuv  and  saiden^  ''  Sir,,  what  is  that  our  servaontes  now  aie 
made  onr  lordesl  wo  pray  yon,  that  it  be  not  sa"  IT  The  Emperonr 
saidy  **  fxendeSy  I  do  you  no  wronge.  was  not  the  crie  made  comon)^ 
what  some  ever  ye  asked  of  me,  ye  shidd  have  1  and  ye  asked  bat 
londeSy  and  rentes,  and  digny  tees,  and  worshippes,  and  att  I  giaonte 
you  at  your  wille,  in  so  mek^  that  to  my  self*  I  held  right  noughi; 
and  echo  of  you,  whan  he  went  ho  me,  ye  were  right  wele  apaiedl 
IT  Afiir  you  oome  poore  men  and  symple,  and  asked  of  me  soma 
goodes,  aftir  the  verta  of  the  ^crie.  and  I  had  no  thynge  to  yere 
heuL  before  I  yave  ali  to  you,  out  take  the  lordshipp^  that  I  held 
in  my  hand ;  and  whan  the  poore  men  cried  on  me^  I  had  no  thyng 

>  kaf47,back. 
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hym  &  seyde,  ''  We  Are  come  liate,  St  made  brdes  of  ol^er."  Whan 
bn  was  seyde  fei  went  home  a-gayn  /  The  riche  men  &  )ie  greta 
nerd  ^is  &  were  gretely  styrid  wttA  in  hem-self*,  &  made  a  comyn 
porlament  wttA  in  hem-self  &  seyde  to-geder,  "  Alas !  how  is  it 
ministrid  to  vs  t  ^ei  \ai  were  wont  to  be  charlys  &  saruaunte^  in  ali 
]>ing<  now  Are  made  ovr  )orde[s],  €k>  we  afi  A-noae  to  ^  Emperour 
to-geder,  &  be-bink  vs  on  some  remedy.**  ])ei  seyde  aH, ''  It  is  a 
good  counceiH  '^/  Anone  )>ei  went  &  seyde  to  ])e  'EntperourJ  "  Sir, 
how  is  it  }<xt  our  seruauntet  now  are  xnade  our  lordesY  We  prqr 
yow  ^t  it  be  not  so  "  /  The  Empsrour  seide,  ^  Frendes,  I  do  yow 
no  wrong*  /  Was  not  ^  cry  made  comyfi  ^}at  what  so  eu^  ye  adcyd 
ye  sholde  haue,  and  ye  asKyd  but  landes  &  tenement3  &  dignites  A 
worshippis,  &  aH  I  graunt  yow  at  your  wiB,  In  so  mych  ^  to 
my-self  I  helde  right  noght,  &  echo  of  yow  wluin  ye  went  fro  me 
were  right  gladde.  After  yow  eome  pore  men  &  simple  &  askyd  of 
me  some  g<XKfes  after  fe  xeiia  of  ^  crye  /  And  I  had  no  ^g  for  to 

*  leafSSG. 
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f oito  yeve  hem  but  loidflhippe  above  yotu  and  therfoie  ye  ought  not  to 
blame  me  in  no  thyng,  for  that  ye  askec),  ye  had."  IT  Than  seid  thei, 
**  A I  lord,  we  pray  the  effectually  of  youre^  counsaile  in  this  parte, 
and  help."  V  The  Emperour  said,  **  yf  ye  wille  aseent  to  my  eounsaile, 
I  ahsB,  yeve  you  a  prophitable  counsaile."  Thei  said,  **  ye,  lord,  we 
are  redy  to  fulfiUe  what  so  ever  ye  say  to  vs  for  our  profite."  IT  The 
Emperour  said,  "  ye  have  by  me  many  londes  and  tenementee,  witK 
other  goodes  I-now  habundauntly ;  Therf ore  partetli  with  the  poora.** 
and  so  gladly  they  did,  and  devided  her  goodes  amonge  poore  men 
and  symple ;  and  so  he  graunted  hem*  lordshippe.  and  so  bothe  wen 
paid ;  and  the  Emp^rour  was  pnused  of  aH  his  peple,  that  so  wisely 
brought  to  accord  bothe  the  parties. 

IT  Dedaraeio.  H  This  Emp^rour  is  our  lord  lesn  crist,  that  by  his 
prophetes,  patriarkes,  and  appostels  made  to  be  proclamed,  that  alt 
men  shuld  come  and  aske  ever  lastyng  ioye,  and  witK  outen  doote 
thei  shuld  have  it.  V  But  grete  men  and  mighty  of  this  woild 
asken)  no  thyng  els  but  transitorio  thynges  and  iailyng,  as  are  worldl j 
goodes;  for  the  world  passeth,  and  his  concupiscence,  for  he  gaf 
to  hem  so  mekett,  that  he  kept  no  thyng  to  hym  self ;  for  he  said, 
briddes  of  heven)  have  nestes,  foxes  have  dennes,  but  the  sons  of 
a  maide  hath  not  wherto  he  may  lay  his  hede.  IT  Pooie  men  are  tho 
that  are  meke  of  hert ;  %  Of  whiche  poore  men  speketh  oui'  saviour, 
and  seith,  IT  Blissed  be  tho  poore  of  sprite,  for  enheriters  of  the 
kyngdom)  of  heven.     and  so  it  foloweth,  that  poore  men  shall  have 

'  MS.  one.  *  MS.  hym. 
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geue  hem  but  lordship  aboue  yow  /  &  \erior  ye  ow  not  to  blame  me 
noting,  for  \ai  ye  askyd  ye  had  "  /  ^an  ^i  seyde, ''  A,  lorde  /  We 
pray  )>e  of  counceitt  &  of  helpe  in  bis  parte."  The  Erop«rour  seyde, 
'<  if  ye  wole  Assent  to  my  cotiuceiH,  I  shiJi  geue  yow  A  profitable 
counceiH.  ^i  seyde,  ''  ye,  lorde^  we  Ai*  redy  to  fiUfiH  what  so  euer 
^n  seyst  to  vs  for  our  profit "  /  The  Emperour  seide,  "  ye  hane  of 
me  landes  &  tene?/zent^  wtt/t  o\er  goodes  y-nogh  Abundauntly ;  ^rfur 
partith  wiUi  ])e  pore,"  &  so  gladly  ^i  dyd  &  dyuydyd  her  goodes 
a-mong  pore  mefi  &  simple,  &  so  ho  grauntyd  hem  lordship.  And 
so  bothe  were  paid,  &  the  Emperour  gretly  preysyd  of  all  his  peple 
^t  so  wysely  had  made  a-corde  w/tA  bo]ye  parties. 
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lordsbippe  above  riche  men  and  myghty  of  this  world.  What  is  than 
f orto  do  riche  men  t  fonothe  that  thei  divide  her  tempondi  goodes 
4o  poove  men;  aa  it  is  writteid,  V  yeve  almesse,  and  afi  ^yng  shaH  be 
dene  to  yon.  and  so  ye  may  gete  half  the  kyngdon)  of  hevei]^ ;  to 
the  whiche  biynge  yb  he  that  reignetli  witb  onten)  ende !    Amen). 

[  XXXIV.  ] 

(of  TBB  DOWBIXa  WHICH  AH  XMPBBOB  OAVS  TO  HI8  TWO  DAUOHTIBS.) 

DOmyciane  leigned  in  ttie  Citee  of  Borne,  that  was  a  wise  man, 
and  had  many  possessions.  This  Emperour  had  y.  donghtirs, 
one  faire,  a  nothei'  ^blak*.  %  he  did  crie  thurgK  his  Empire, 
that  who  so  wold  wedde  his  faire  doughtir,  shnld  no  thyng  hane 
witK  her  bnt  her  fairenesse ;  And  who  so  wold  his  bkk*  doughtir  to 
wyfy  shuld  have  alt  his  Empire  with  her,  after  his  dissease.  V  And 
whan  the  crie  was  made,  moche  peple  come  to  the  Emperoors  paleys, 
and  asked  the  faire  doughtir  to  wyfi.  The  Emp^roor  said,  **  ye  wote 
not  what  ye  aske,  For,  by  the  crowne  of  my  hede,  ye  shufi  nought 
have  With  my  doughtir  that  is  faire  but  only  her  fairenesse ;  yf  ye 
desire  ye  other  doughtir,  I  shalle  yeve  i^  my  Empire  witb  her, 
aft^  my  dissease."  V  The  grete  men,  whan  thei  herd  this,  thei 
wold  not  assente  to  his  saiyng.  V  Whan  the  Emp^rour  herd  this, 
he  said  to  hem,  ''  Frendes,  ye  are  many ;  and  yf  I  graunted  my  fairs 

>  leaf  47. 
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27. 

Domiciane  regned  in  ^e  Cite  of  Bome  yat  was  A  wise  man,  A 
his  pocessiofi  was  myche.  This  Emp^rour  had  .^'.  doghters, 
oft  fayre,  a-nober  bkk :  he  did  crye  borogh  his  Empire  yat  who  so 
wold  wedde  hie  fayre  doghter  sholde  naue  no  pyng  but  her  fayrenos, 
A  who  so  wold  haue  ye  blak*  doghter  to  wyf*  shold  haue  idl  his 
Empire  after  his  dissece  /  And  whan  ye  cry  was  made  mych  peple 
come  to  ye  pales  A  askyd  ye  fayre  doghtur  to  wyf .  The  Emperotfr 
8«yde,  "  ye  wote  not  what  ye  aske,  for  by  J>e  crowne  of  myfl  hede,  ye 
shutt  hane  with  my  fayre  doghter  but  att  only  her  fayrenesse,  but  if 
ye  desyre  yat  oyer  I  ahaB.  geue  yow  aH  myfi  Empire  liter  my  deceee. 
The  grete  mefi  whan  y^  h^  ^is  yei  wolde  not  Assent  to  his  sayeqg*/ 
Whan  be  Emperotir  heid  bis  he  seyde  to  hem  /  **  Frendes,  ye  aie 
meuy,i&  if  I  grauntyd  my  njie  dof^lir  to  one  of  yow  ft  notano^/ 
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donghiir  to  one  of  you,  and  not  to  anotber,  there  ahnld  be  betwiice 
you  stiyfi  and  debate.  Tberfore  gothe,  and  make  a  tomeraent 
amonge  you  for  her  love,  and  he  ebi^  hare  the  vietorie,  ahaH  bane 
her  to  wyf."  IT  Thei  herde  this,  and  were  gbiJ ;  and  wenten)  and 
maden)  not  only  a  tumement  but  a  bataile,  for  the  naidena  lo^e ; 
wherfore  many  wore  dede  in  the  bataile,  but  one  hadf  the  victorie, 
and  wedded  the  maiden).  V  whan  the  second  doughtir,  that  was 
blak*,  sawe  that  her  sustix  was  wedded  with  90  mekett  myrtbe  and 
gladnesse,  she  sorowed  mekeH,  and  every  day  wept  bitterly.  IT  whan 
the  Emperour  herd  this,  he  came  to  his  doughtir,  and  said,  *'  Ol  my 
my  dere  doughtir,  for  what  thyng  is  thi  soule  turmented  % "  She 
said,  IT ''  0  !  my  reverent  fadir,  it  is  no  wondir  that  I  thus  aorow, 
for  my  sustir  is  married  with  so  grete  worshippe  and  gladnesse,  and 
aB  that  shall:  see  me,  sh^  hate  my  felishipp^ ;  and  therfore  what  is 
best  to  be  done,  vtterly  I  wote  never."  V  The  Emperour  said,  **  o ! 
my  dere  doughtir,  att  that  is  myn)  is  thyn),  And  thou  knowest  wele, 
that  he  that  bathe  wedded  thi  sustir,^  hath  no  thynge  with  her 
but  her  fairenesse ;  IT  And  therfore  I  shaR  do  crie  by  kyngdomee 
and  castels,  that  who  so  wille  wodde  the,  I  shafi  make  kym  a  lettre 
vndre  my  scale,  that  after  my  dissease  he  shaH  have  my  Empire.** 

'  MS.  doughtir. 
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fat  shold  be  by-twix  you  stryf  &  debate  /  fcrfor  gothe  and  make  A 
tumament  A-mong«  yow  for  her  love,  &  he  bat  hath  f e  victory  sh^ 
baue  her  to  wy^  "  /  ^i  herde  pis  A  were  right  glad,  <fe  made  not  only 
A  tumameut  but  a  bataile  for  )?e  maydes  loue.  ^Wherefor  in  ]>e 
bataile  meny  were  dede  but  one  had  ^  victory  &  wedded  fe  mayde  / 
Whan  he  second  doughtur  ])at  was  blak*  herd  fat  hii*  sustyr  was 
weddyd  wtt/t  myrthe  <fc  gladnes  she  sorowyd  mych  &  euery  day. 
wept  /  whan  pe  Emperoi^r  herde  yis  he  come  to  his  doaghter  &  seyde, 
''  0  my  dere  doughter,  for  what  ])ing  is  pi  soule  turmentyd  V  /  She 
seyde,  "  0  my  reue7'ent  fader,  it  is  no  wonder  pat  I  thus  make  sorowe 
for  my  suster  is  maried  witJi  grete  worship  &  gladnes,  &  aU  pot. 
shuH  se  me  shuH  hate  my  felawship,  &  berfor  what  is  best  to  do 
vtterly  I  note."  The  Emperowr  seyde,  "  0  my  dere  doughter,  ati  pat 
is  mytL  is  pifi  /  &  fon  knowest  wele  he  pat  bathe  weddyd  pi  suster 
hath  no  ping*  wttA  her  but  hei'  fayrenes  /  &  peiibr  I  shatt  do  cry  by 
kyndomes  &  castals  pat  whoso  witt  wedde  pe  I  shatt  make  hym  A^ 

*  leaf  SSO^baalu 


XXXir,   THE  TWO  OAUORTBBS.     MORALITlL     ADDIT.  &  CAMBIL  IfSS.     355 

Wlisn  she  lier$  this,  sbe  was  comforted.  IT  And  whan  the  ciie  was 
made,  of  a  persone  of  the  Emperoais,  there  ceme  a  gentile  knyght 
that  hight  lamhert,  and  asked  of  the  Emp^rour  his  hhikf  doughtir  to 
wyfi;  and  he  graunted  hym,  with  her  grete  ioye,  and  he  wedded 
her.    And  whan  the  Emperour  was  dede,  he  was  ^made  Emperour. 

H  SMlftXacio.  FxendeSy  this  Emperoor  is  our  lord  JhaavL  exist, 
that  hathe  .^*.  doughtixs,  one  faire,  that  is^  the  w(»]de,  the  whiche  is 
foH  faire  to  many  a  man,  and  the  other  doughtir  blak*,  that  is, 
poverte  or  tuhulacion),  that  few  men  desiren  for  to  wedde.  Nerer- 
thelesse  a  comoid  crie  is  made,  by  holy  scripture,  that  in  the  world 
thou  shalt  no  ihyng  have  but  her  faiienesse,  that  is,  the  vanyte  of 
the  world,  that  sone  passetK  away»  as  the  fairenesse  of  man.  IT  But 
thei  that  take  wilf  aii  poverte  and  tribulacioo),  for  the  love  of  Ihemi 
crist,  withouten)  doote  thei  shaM:  have  the  kyngdom)  of  heyeu) ;  as 
cri&t  saith,  1[  ye  that  have  forsake  aH  ihyng,  and  haue  folowed  me^ 
ye  shatt  have  an  hundred  fold  more,  and  ever  lasiyng  blisse  tbertow 
Many  noble  men  and  grete,  in  a  passyng  nombre,  come  for  the  first 
&iie  dou^^tir,  that  is,  lor  the  world,  and  with  labour  sechen  it,  and 
aomotyma  fighteu)  by  lond  and  watir,  that  is,  whan  thei  putteD)  M 
her  studie  in  worldly  tkynges ;  so  that  for  the  world  many  a  man  is 
dede,  with  outen  nombre.  for  alle  that  is  in  the  world  either  it  is 
pride  of  lyf*,  or  concupiseance  of  eyen),  or  concupiscence  of  flessh,  for 
att  the  world  is  but  in  wikkednesse.  but  he  that  weddid  the  faire 
doughtir,  for  sotho  is  he,  that  with  afi  bis  desire  and  assent  strengthith 
hym  for  to  wedde  the  world,  and  in  no  maner  wolle  leve  it,  as  the 
Avarous  man,  and  covetous  man.  IT  But  he  that  weddeth  the  blak* 
doughtir,  is  a  good  cristen  man,  that  for  the  love  of  the  kyngdoia^  of 
heveid  kvetK  att  worldly  thynges,  and  dispiseth  hym  self  bodely, 

*  leaf  49,  back. 
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lett^  vnd^  my  sele  bat  after  my  decece  he  shaH  haue  aH  myft 
Empire "  /  Whan  she  nard  ^  she  was  comf ortyd  /  And  whan  ^ 
ciye  was  made  of  a  persone  of  ^  Emperours  /  llier  come  A  gentiB 
knyght,  ^t  hyght  Lamberts,  &  askyd  of  ^e  Emperotir  his  blak 
dou^tur  to  wyf  1^  he  graunlyd*  Imii^  &  iriih  grete  loy  he  weddjd 
het'  /  &  whan  ^  Emperour  was  dede  he  was  m«le  £mpsro«ir. 
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and  obeyetli  to  hii  sou^rayns  in  idi  thynges.  fonothe  snche  cu$ 
shatt  have  the  Empire  of  the  kyngdom)  of  heyeii);  to  the  wludui 
btyng  YB  Ihe«a  ciiat !    Amen. 

[  XXXV.  ] 
(how  a  poor  man  by  maunsQ  thbei  DimouurnB  ostavid  av 

mPIBOB'S  DAUOHTBB  Ul   MABBIAOS.) 

Atttonyua  in  the  Gitee  of  Bome  reigned,  a  man  right  wise,  that 
haJ  a  faire  donghtir,  that  hight  lerabelle,  and  was  deaiieii 
of  man  J.  Neverthelesse  ahe  made  a  vowe  to  god,  that  ahe 
ahuld  never  take  hoaboncly  bnt  yf  he  mjght  do  .i^.  thyngea,  %  That 
is,  [fyrst]  to  chaunge  the  wynde  fto  the  Northe  in  to  theEst^  whan  her 
ftuiir  wold.  The  second  was,  to  mete  att  the  Elementes,  as  Tnto  the 
brede  and  lengthe,  and  how  many  fete  aH  the  Elementes  oonteyned. 
%  The  thirde  was,  that  he  shold  here  fire  in  his  bosom),  by  the  bare 
flesdl,  with  out  brennyng  ^of  his  flessh.  many  grete  men,  whan 
thei  had  herd  her  vowe,  they  wold  not  besy  hem  for  to  hare  her ; 
and  so  she  dwelled  many  yeres  in  her  maydenhode.  H  There  was 
that  tyme  in  ferre  oonntrees  a  gentile  knyght,  whose  name  was 
Plcbens,*  that  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde,  he  thought  with  in 
hyni  self,  "  I  am  but  a  poore  knyght ;  yf  I  myght  by  any  mean 

■  leaf  49.  *  MS.  Flebat. 
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28. 

r  A  Intonius  in  fe  Cite  of  Home  regned,  a  man  right  wyse,  ^t 
[x\.J  had  a  fayre  doghtur  ^t  hight  lerabelle,  &  was  desyryd  of 
many.  Neo^^les  she  made  a-vowe  to  god  ^t  she  wolde  neo^  take 
husband  /  bat  he  myght  do  .i^.  ^ingys  /  ^at  is,  to  change  ye  wynd 
fro  ^e  northe  in  to  ^  est  Whan  ^e  fader  wolde.  The  second  was, 
to  mete  aA  fe  elemented,  As  vn-to  fe  brede  &  lefnjgthe,  &  how  meny 
fete  ]k)  elementef  conteynyd  /  The  .iij.  k  he  shold  bere  fix*  in  his 
bosoni  by  ye  bare  flesshe  vriOi  ont  brynnyng*  of  his  flesshe  //  Many 
grete  men  whan  bei  herd  hei'  a-TOwe  ^i  wold  not  byse  hem  for  to 
haue  hii',  &  so  she  dwellyd  many  wyntris  in  hii'  maydyft-hoode  / 
Ther  was  yat  tyme  in  ferre  contres  a  gentifi  knyght,  whos  name  was 

glebeus,  yat  on  a  tyme  as  he  lay  in  his  bedde  he  ^aght  witA-in 
ym-ielf ,  "  I  am  A  pore  kny^t ;  If  I  my|^t  by  any  wey  bans  ^ 
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haTe  the  Emperonn  doaghtir,  I  shulJ  not  ali  onlj  be  promoted  to 
ncheeee,  but  also  att  my  kynrede."  than  he  went  to  the  Emperoun 
paleysy  and  knokked  at  the  Kate.  The  porter  asked,  whi  he  knokked  t 
IT  he  aaidy  ''I  am  a  knyght  of  ferre  coontre,  and  plebeus  is  mj 
name ;  and  I  am  come  for  to  have  the  Emptfronrs  donghtir  to  wyf*.** 
The  porter  said,  **  have  kepyng*  of  thi  self,  and  wete  wele,  that  no 
man  shaH  have  the  doughtir  of  mj  loid  but  yf  he  do  .ig.  thynges. 
IT  One  is,  that  he  chaonge  the  wynde ;  mete  the  Elementes ;  and 
here  fire  in  his  bosom)  witii  out  hurtyng ;  and  he  that  puttetK  hym 
to  thise  thynges,  and  failetK,  he  shaH  lose  his  hede.**  The  knyght 
said,  *' before  I  come  hedir  I  herde  this  processe,  but  with  outen) 
donte  I  shaH  fnlfille  the  peticion)  of  the  maiden)."  IT  Whan  the 
porter  herd  this,  he  lette  hym  entre ;  and  [he]  come,  and  siode  before 
tiie  Emperoar,  and  asked  the  maiden)  to  wyf*.  The  Eniperour  said, 
^  Tf  thon  wilte  folfiUe  the  peticion)  of  my  donghtir,  thou  shalt  haye 
her  to  wyf.**  he  said,  **  sir,  I  am  reily  to  folfille  [hem.]  i\j.  thynges 
there  be  that  your  doughter  wold  have  fulfilled.  The  first  is,  to 
ehaunge  the  wynde  firo  fe  northe  into  the  Est ;  lo !  I  am  redy  for  to 
prore  that**  The  knyght  had  an  horse,  tliat  was  wode ;  and  yaf 
hym  a  drynk*,  by  vertu  of  the  whiche  drynk*  he  was  delyuered  of 

[Second  Version,     Camhr.  MS.  Kk.  1.  6.] 

Emp^rotirs  doghter,  I  shold  not  aH  only  be  promotyd  to  riches,  but 
also  att  my  kynred**  /  Than  he  went  to  ]k)  Emperotirs  pales  & 
knokkyd  at  ^  gate  /  The  porter  askyd  whi  he  knokkyd ;  he  seyde, 
"  I  am  a  knyght  of  ferre  contres,  plebius  is  my  name  /  1  come  for  ^to 
haue  ^e  Emperours  doughtur  to  wyf*"  /  The  porter  seyde,  ''haue 
kepyng*  of  J^i-self,  &  wite  wele  ^r  sbi^  no  man  haue  fe  doughter 
of  my  lorde,  but  if  he  do  .i^'.  ^inges  /  On)  is  to  change  ^e  wynde  / 
mete  ^  Elemente*  /  &  here  fyre  in  his  bosoifi  mt^ut  hurting*,  & 
he  ^at  puttyth  hym  to  do  ^  .i\j.  ^inges  &  faylyth  he  shidl  be  put 
of*  *'  /  The  knyght  seyde,  '*  by-fore  I  ooffi  heder  I  herd  J^is  processe, 
but  wit^ut  dout  I  shaA  fulfitt  ^e  peticiofi  of  ye  mayde'*  //  Whan 
tu  porter  herd  )^is  he  lete  hym  enti',  &  [hel  come  &  stode  by-fore  ^ 
Emperotcr,  &  askyd  ye  mayde  to  wyf  /  *'  If  you,  fulfitt  ye  peticiofl  of 
my  doughter,  ^u  shalt  haue  her  to  wyf  "  /  he  seyde, "  syr,  I  am  redy 
to  fulfitt  hem  //  .i^'.  )^ingis  yer  be  ^t  yotfr  doughtur  wold  haue 
fulfilled  /  The  first  is,  to  change  ye  wynde  fro  be  northe  in-to  ye 
este  /  lo !  I  am  redy  for  to  proue  ^t "  /  The  knygnt  had  an  hors  y«t 

■  kaf  S37. 
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his  woodnesse.  IT  Whan  this  was  d^ne,  he  put  ]ub  hade  townd  ikt 
Ett^  and  said,  "  sir,  behold  the  wynde  ia  tunied  fixmi  the  Sorthe 
into  the  Est"  The  Emperoor  said,  **  what  ia  that  to  channge  ihfb 
wynde  V  he  aaid,  ''yia^  air,  what  ia  the  Ijrf  of  man  or  of  any  beat 
but  a  liteH  wyndel  for  aa  longe  aa  myn)  hone  waa  wood,  ao  langa it 
was  in  the  northe,  for  aH  evela  eometh  out  of.  the  fi'oitha  I  ys^ 
hym  a  drynke,  that  hia  woodneeae  diuld  oeaae,  and  now  ha  hatha 
hia  hede  in  the  Est,  and  is  redy  foxto  bare  aUe  burthona.  and  m 
the  wynde  is  chaunged  fro  the  northe  in  to  the  Eat"  %  The 
£mp0rour  said,  "foisotbe  thou  haat  wela  proved  the  first  petioioo); 
ktte  T8  now  se ;  for  the  aecond  petidon)  ia  thisy.forto  mete  the  ii^ 
ElementeSy  after  i^  her  diviaiona."  V  ''  Se  now,  that  I  shali  cleielj 
prove  it."  Anon)  ^he  made  hia  Squyer  to  light  down)  on  the  grooai^ 
and  he  beganne  to  mete  fro  the  hede  vnto  the  fete,  the  lengtll  and 
the  bxede^  and  the  depnesse.  whan  this  waa  doo^,  he  aaid  to  p9 
Emperour,  IT  ^^  Sir,  kve  me,  there  are  not  .v\j.  fete  and  an  half  fully 
in  lengtll  of  the  elementea  all,  and  ao  many  in  bxede."  lAat  ia  thai 
to  fe  .iiij.  elementef! "  said  fe  Emperour.  H  The  knyght  aaid,  ''air, 
it  ia  wele  know  to  you,  that  in  man  is  iiij.  Elementes ;  and  aitha  I 

>  leaf  49,  I«ck. 
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was  woode,  Ss  gaf  hym  a  drynke  by  vertu  of  ^e  which  diynke  he 
was  delyuerd  of  his  wodnes  /  Whan  J^is  was  done  he  put  hia  hede 
toward  pe  Este  and  seyde  /  "  behold !  for  ]>e  wynd  is  fro  ^  nor^ 
in-to  pe  Este  *'  /  The  Emp^rotir  seyde,  ''  what  is  Vis  to  changyng*  of 
the  wynd  1"  /  he  seyde,  "  yes,  syr.  What  is  pe  lyf  of  man  or  beat 
but  a  ly  tm  wynd  I  Aa  long  As  myn  hors  was  wode  so  long*  it  waa 
in  pe  northe,  for  aH  euytt  comyth  out  of  pe  nor^  /  I  gaf  hym  a 
drynke  ))at  his  woodnes  shold  cese,  &  now  he  hatha  his  hede  in-to  be 
Este,  &  is  redy  to  here  all  byrthens,  &  so  ^  wynd  ia  changyd  no 
pe  northe  in-to  ^e  Este "  /  The  Emptfrour  seyde,  ''  forso^,  ^u  hast 
wele  prouyd  pe  firste  peticiofi,  let  va  now  se  for  ^e  second  peticiofi  ia 
p\B  for  to  mete  all  pe  elemented  after  idl  her  deuysona  "  /  ''  Se  now,  I 
sliatt  cle[r]ly  proue  it"  /  Anone  he  made  hia  squyer  to  lye  doufi  on 
pe  grownd,  &  he  bygan  to  mete  fro  pe  hede  vn-[to  be  fete]  pe  lengthen 
be  depnes.  whan  ^is  was  done  he  seyde  to  pe  Emparotir  /  **  Sir, 
ieue  me,  ^i  are  not  .vij.  fete  &  an  half  fully  in  pe  kngthe  of  f^ 
Elementea,  &  also  many  in  brede"  /  ''wliat  is  ))]a  to  ^  jbj. 
£lement«'«  ?   seyde  pe  Emperour  /  The  knyght  seyde  /  "  Syr,  it  is 
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have  moten)  the  membres  of  my  squyers  body,  so  I  have  the 
Elementes ;  and  so,  as  me  semeth,  is  assoiled  the  second  peticioD).** 
1[  The  £mp0n>or  said,  **  foreothe,  right  wele  thou  hast  proyed  it ; 
go  now  to  the  ihiide  peticion)."  the  knyght  said,  **  I  am  ledy  tfi 
folfille  aH  your  wille."  IT  Anon)  he  toke  a  brennyng  cole,  and  ii^. 
daies  he  hare  it  in  his  bosom),  wiUi  oat  brennyng  or  hurtyng  of  his 
flessh.  ^  This  saw  the  Emperonr,  and  saide,  **  Say  me,  f  rende,  how 
may  this  be,  for  the  oUier  ,ij,  clerly  I  sey,  bnt  how  it  may  be  of  the 
fire,  vtterly  I  wote  never."  ^  he  said,  "sir,  my  modir  yaf  me  a 
predons  stone,  by  yertu  of  pe  which  the  fiie  may  not  noye  me.**  the 
Emperonr  heryng  this,  was  gretly  glad,  and  said,  ''  for  sothe,  wisdy 
thoa  hast  fnlfilled  the  peticionsiyf  my  dou^'htir,  and  therfore  thon 
sfaalt  have  her  to  wyf ."  nA  anon)  the  Emperour  made  a  crie,  fiiat 
ati:  shdd  come  to  the  weAdyng.  and  many  come,  and  the  weddyng 
was  celebrate  witil  gnte  ioye ;  and  so  bothe  thei  leddeid  and  liyed 
in  pease,  and  jnlded  her  soules  to  god. 

IT  SidUuraoio.  IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperoui'  is  our  lord  Jhesa 
ctiit.  the  faire  and  the  glorious  doughtir,  that  made  the  vowe,  for 
sothe  it  is  the  grace  of  [the]  hevouly  kyng[dome],  that  no  man  may 
haue  bat  yf  he  do  .iij.  thynges.  V  The  first  is,  to  chaange  the  wynde 
fro  the  north  into  the  £st^  that  is  forto  sey,  to  chaunge  his  lyf*  f\ro 
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wele  knowe  to  you  )>at  in  A  man  are  .iiij.  Element^^,  and  seth  I 
haue  mote  ]m  membres  of  my  squyers  body,  so  haue  I  be  Elemented, 
&  so,  As  me  semyth,  is  a-soylyd  ]k)  second  peticiofi.''  The  Emperotir 
seyde,  "foisofe  /  Riglit  wolo  fou  hast  prouyd  it.  /  Go  now  to  ])e  .iij. 
1  peticiofi  "  /  The  knyght  seyde,  "  I  am  redy  to  full  tiH  yowr  wyH  "  / 
An  one  he  toke  a  brenneng*  cole  &  .iij.  dayes  bare  it  in  his  bosofi^ 
wtt/i-out  hurting  of  his  flesshe  /  This  sawe  ^e  Emperot/r,  &  seyde  / 
**  Say  me,  frende,  how  fis  may  be,  for  fe  tojer  .ij.  clerly  I  sye,  but 
how  it  may  be  of  ^  fyre  yttcrly  I  not "  /  he  seyde,  "  Syr,  my  moder 
gaf*  me  a  precious  stone  by  yertu  of  )^  whiche  )>e  lyre  may  not  noye 
mo''  /  This  Emperour  heryng*  \\a  was  gladde  gretely  &  seyoe, 
'^  forso|>e,  wysely  )>oa  hast  falfilled  )^e  peticioos  of  my  doughtdr  & 
f erfgit  fou  shalt  haue  her  to  wyf* "  /  And  Anone  f e  Empcrowr  made 
a  cry  )3at  aU  sholde  come  to  ^e  weddyng*  &  many  come  &  ^  weddyng* 
was  celebrate  wtt/i  grete  loy,  &  eo  bothe  lyiied  in  pees,  &  yeldyd  her 
soules  to  god. 

■  leaf  837,  baok. 
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wikkecP  into  gocxf,  and  that  ia  to  chaonge  tlia  wjnde ;  aa  Job  aaiUt, 

^  My  lif>  ia  a  wynde.    The  aeconci  ia  to  mete  the  ekmente*;    Thia 

metyng  ia  nought  ola  but  the  way  of  oontricion)  and  confeasioo^y  and 

&Nrto  aa  and  mete,  what  and  how  mek^  thou  haat  tre^passMl  ayenat 

go<).    1[  The  aqnyer^  that  lay  on  the  erthe,  Ibr  sotiie  ia  tfai  body,  that 

owet^  to  be  meke  to  the  apiiite,  aa  ofte  aa  he  wiUa  mete  it  by  way 

of  penatmoe;  and  ao  thou  ahalt  fynd  .iv.^  fete,  that  is,  the  Flulir,  tbe 

aona,  and  ^  holy  goat,  and  aH  aeyntea  to  Uii*  [deaaimce,  after  thou 

haal  moten)  thi  way  by  penannoe ;  for  it  ia  a  more  ^fieasli  ioye  of  oo 

aynner  that  dotii  penaonoe  for  hia  aynne,  than  of  many  other  thai 

Bade  no  penaimce.    the  .i\j.  ia  to  here  fire.   Thia  fire  ia  goddea  gmee, 

that  savetli  man  from  brennyng  of  synne;  for  whit   onra  modb, 

holy  chirche,  yaf  va  a  atone,  that  ia,  eriatendonil^  by  Terta  of  the 

whidie  we  ahaH  haye  the  faire  gloiiooa  maiden),  that  ia,  ever  laalyng 

lyf  .    to  the  whicli  biyng  ya  that  noble  and  bliaaed  Empenrar  Jbeas 

criat!    Amen. 

[XXXYIL*    ImtfH.] 

(of  thb  BAYnroa  of  foub  wian  mw.) 

Thii  IB  redde  in  the  Cronydea  of  Bome,  that  in  the  tyme  ci 

An^yane,  the  Emperour,  in  the  Citee  of  Bome  befille  a  grete 

peatUence  of  men  and  beaten,  and  grete  hmigre  in  aH  the  Empire. 

The  comona  riaen)  agayn)  her  lordee,  and  agayn)  her  Emp^ronr. 

IT  The  Emperour  desired  to  wete  the  cause  of  the  tribulacions  and 

diaeasea,  and  dispoeecl  ^hym  forto  putte  a  remedie  agayn)  the  foraaiil 

diaeaae.    he  called  to  hym  .iiij.  wise  Philiaephera^  forto  shew  hym 

the  cause  of  the  grete  yengeaunce ;  IT  Of  the  whiche  philiaepheia  the 

first  aaiJ  thus, 

'*  gifte  is  domesman,  I      the  grete  hold^  ao  lawe, 

and  gile  is  chapman ;  |      and  sentaontes  have  none  awe;" 

^  The  second  said, 

**  witte  is  tamedtf  to  tieohtfy,         I      the  holy  day  into  Qlotonya^ 
and  love  into  leoheiy ;  |      and  gentrie  Into  yilanye.* 

IT  The  thirde  aaid, 

**  wise  men  are  but  soomedtf,  I  grete  men  are  hot  glosed#, 

and  Wedowes  be  sore  yemed^ ;  |  and  smale  men  bom#  downe  and 
f  The  fourthe  said,  myiknred.." 

'*  lordes  wezen  blynde,  I  dethe  oat  of  mynde, 

and  k>iraesmen  ben  Tnkynde ;  |  and  trewthe  may  no  man  fynde.** 

■  MS.  Ty.  *  M&  the.  '  leal  M.  *  leaf  54,  baek. 
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[  XXXIX.  Uafbli.  ] 
(how  a  paditib  pmcrnu)  a  most  beautiful  ladt.) 

MAmeityniis  in  the  Cite  of  rome  reigned,  a  wise  man),  in  whose 
Empire  was  a  woman  right  fityre,  whos  name  was  Facondia, 
that  to  mannys  Eye  was  right*  gentiS  anci  lonesome;  for 
whos  fayrenesse  oomyn)  thre  kynges,  ancI  woed  here,  fro  ferre  con- 
trees,  ancI  of  aH  thre  she  was  def ooled ;  And  in  the  Ende  for  here 
lone  was  begoft  bataylle,  ancI  mych  hlode  was  shedde,  ancI  many 
were  dede  in  bataylle.  The  grete  men  anJ  the  wise  herdyii)  thi% 
and  aH  witft  oute  oontradicdon)  oomyn)  to  ^  EmperotiTy  ancI  sayden, 
'*sir,  but  if  remedie  sone  be  putte,  we  shaH  att  perishe."  The 
Emparofir  saide,  *^ telle  me  the  Cause  why t"  they  saydyii),  ''there 
is  a  woman),  in  jour  Iknpire,  whose  name  is  Faoondia,  of  so  grete 
fayrenesse,  that  for  hire  fayrenesse  is  be-goo)  grete  bataylle  in^  the 
peple,  ancI  mych  blode  is  spilte,  and  many  men)  are  slayne."  The 
Emperour,  wheii)  he  herde  this,  he  called  to  hyn)  a  messyngere,  and 
saide,  ''go  swithe,  witA  my  letters  sealed  with  my  r3mg<,  to  this 
woman),  for  whome  is  aH  this  debate  and  striffe,  and  bryng<  here  to 
me.  she  shaH  abide  in  my  felawship,  that  the  batayUe  be  no 
lengere  kepte."  The  messynger,  when  he  had  herde  this,  he  bowed 
his  hede  to  the  Emperour,  and  saide,  "  I  am)  redie  in  aH  things  to 
folfiH  yonre  wille."  and  wente  forthe  a'none ;  and  or  he  come  to 
the  woman  Facondia,  she  was  dede.  the  messyngere  wente  agayne, 
sbewyng*  to  the  £mp69*our  that  she  was  dede.  This  herde  the 
Emperotir,  and  was  right  sorie,  and  saide,  "  wolde  god  \at  I  had 
sene  hire  fayrenesse,  for  the  wliich  many  were  slayne  in  bataylle  I  ^ 
The  Emp^ronr  wolde  fayne  come  to  the  knowyng*  of  hire  fayrenesse, 
and  Called  to  hym  a  messynger,  and  seide,  "  go  aboute  aH  myn 
Empire,  and  bryng*  to  me  at  a  certeyne  day  aH  the  peyntonrs."  The 
messynger  wente,  and  come  i^yne  atte  day,  and  brought  the 
peyntours  with  hym.  And  when  the  Emperovr  sawe  hem,  he  saide, 
"  frendes,  this  is  the  cause  why  ye  are  gadered  be-fore  me.  is  it 
ought  knowen  to  you,  that  a  woman),  whos  name  was  Facondia,  was 
in  myn  Empire,  in  so  grete  a  fityrenesse,  that  for  hire  &yrsnease 

>  and^  MS,  '  leal  55,  back. 


mad  loae  monj  were  dede  in  batajUet    Ancl  when  I  heide  ihie^  I 
•ante  to  hire  a  meeeyBger,  but  or  fhe  meeayngsr  come  to  hire  she 
was  deda    TherfoM,  with  all  yoMr  akig^t  and  Gtafte  anonge  joOy 
gotha^  ami  peyntath  an  jnaga  id  hiaa^  to  aS  hin  likanaaaa 
&jyienease,  that  I  aii^  be-holda  Ura  frjmwMe^  why  ao  nuuy 
alayna  fo  hire  fajrienaaM  and  lona."    The  pejnioua  aaydyn)  all  to- 
gadj6p  '*ye  aaka  of  Ta  an  hasde  thing*,  fiv  theia  wia  in  hiaa  ao  grata 
a  bjnmtimo,  that  no  ioBga  n^y  it  Aewa  ne  harta  thinka ;  tfaaiioiaji 
ia  fnB  harde  to  va  to  purtnj  auohan  laage.    neuar  the  leaa  then  ia 
in  your  ampiae  a  peyntoiuei  oomys)  of  noble  kymede,  that  gniOj 
paarith  ts  in  aotilte;  if  he  wave  hare^  ha  dinldl  f ullfill  your  witt  in 
alt  thingi"    Ihe  Emparotcr  herda  thi%  and  anona  aente  nweiyngara 
lor  kjuH,  that  he  abulde  aone  aome  to  hynL    when  the  Emparoiir 
aawa  hjm,  ha  aaida  to  hyai,  ''what  ia  thy  namet"   ha  aaada^ 
"Tionathaa  ia  ay  nama"    Tbd  Emperour  aaide^  ^'frende^  if  than 
aovthiste  peynta  to  me  the  fayreneaae  of  a  womu^  to  alt  bijHakttmo, 
thon  ahuldiata  hane  of  me  gvete  mede."    **8ii/'  he  aaida^  ''I  ean^ 
iq^t  wele^  ao  that  I  hane  that  I  AaH  aeke."    The  lEm^enmr  auda^ 
''whataome  eamr  thon  aakea  of  mail  abafi  gyve  the."    The  peyntovr 
IMidi^  ''I  wiM,  that  aH  the  fayieat^  women  of  the  £mpira  be  bfoaght 
ha^oia  my  aic^.**    and  ao  it  waa  dona    And  wheid  the  peyntoar 
had  Inly  be^oldyid  hem,  f oare  of  ye  fayreal^  he  choee  oate^  and  the 
totibare  he  bade  go  home.    Then  he  did  make  a  walle  white^  and 
with  rede  Golome  he  depeyuted  the  Image  of  the  woman),  mora 
fayre  and  semeiy  then  any  of  the  foare  women^  in  Euery  membre. 
And  when  the  Image  was  made,  ^  Emperour  Inly  be-helde  i^,and 
aeide,  ^*  0 1  woman),  it  waa  no  wondre  that  ao  many  wne  dede  £>r 
thy  loue,  for  I  aawe  neu^r  noh)  so  fayre  in  ^thia  lyfe.     0 1  woman, 
if  thou  ly  ved,  passyng*  idi  thing*  tbiHtjwriato  to  boe  this  peyntoure, 
that  peynted  the  mo  hjm  and  ao  semeiy  1"    Then  the  Emparoiir 
promotid  tha  jajyirwiifi  to  grete  richesse  and  woiahip ;  and  so  Endid 
JuaJiis  in  pease. 

Eednoaia  Frendes,  this  Emp^rotfr  is  the  Fadir  of  heuyn.  the 
woman  ao  fayre  is  the  soule,  made  to  ^e  liknesse  of  god,  the  which, 
after  the  i^ynns  of  Adam,  was  put  into  ^is  worlde  to  swynke  and  to 
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swete  for  his  biede.  the  which  was  bisegecl  of  thie  kynges,  that  is, 
of  the  fende,  the  worlde,  and  the  fleahe ;  and  many  were  dede,  for 
aii  that  [weze]  Isefore  Criste  wentjn  to  HeHe,  and  pendiiden). 
hexjj^jb  ikiaif  the  viBa  mei)  ^f  the  £BipJxei»  tho  ben)  palriaifce*  r^  9 
prophetk,  tbet^  CadUn)  «o  tike  fadir  of  henpt  ix  reMedia.  T|Bn 
the  Fadir  d  Iwm jid  he  eente  not  only  oon)  aeasyngflr,  but  dyaJve 
propbetiai  lor  to  pieohe  to  tike  womaiAy  thai  in^  the  aook^  the  waj4if 
tvootha  Ben^r  the  leee  the  soale  is  dede^  by  eyaae  o^  owe  fynte 
paieates ;  whertee  aii  the  peyatoiiiB  were  CSalled ;  tho  be  AiiBgeUi» 
paAnarhes,  and  prophete*.  and  amonge  lieai  att  is  not  iommija^ 
OQB^,  that  oo«the  ne  myght  the  Jmug^^  that  is,  the  aoule,  pejole  m 
so  gpete  fayronosae,  Toto  the  aotytt  peyntour  cooke,  that  is, 
loide  Jhega  Grists,  that  with  vsde  eokiuBy  that  is,  with  has  c\ 
prvcionse  blode,  deptipiie^  lihe  souk,  when  he  bonght  it  on  Ike 
erosss,  snfidiyag*  his  peynfiA  paaaioB).  But  this  peyntoore,  that  Ib, 
onre  hwde  Iheni  Owte,  dioee  .iiy.  of  tike  fayxaste  of  aii  the  waimm^ 
that  ia  to  say,  {for]  the  fyiate  womail  he  g^ib  to  the  eeole  wofug 
and  leuyBg«  with  trees ;  for  tiie second  he  gafe  Myng*  with  besftsB| 
for  the  thrid  and  the  foorte  he  gafe  yndirstondyng*  with  aung^es. 
wherfore  Eo^ry  man  say  as  the  Empewur  saide,  *'  O  I  woman),  that 
is,  O  !  thou  soule,  if  thou  lend  in  perfite  charite,  mekiH  ought  thou 
be^re  aH  others  thiniges  to  lone  this  peyntour,  that  is,  Jhemi  Cxiate. 
Then,  if  thou  do  so,  it  foloweth  fat  foa  shalte  bane  euer  hia^g< 
blisse ;  to  ^  which  bryng<  ts  the  soo/^raine  peyotoute  ouxe  mer^lrfaH 
lorde  Ihera  Criste  1  Amen  &o. 

[  XLIIf.  Imf  5S.  ] 

(aNBODOTB  of   abbot   ATHANA8IX78.) 

Abbote  attanasie  saw  on)  a  day  in  alysaundre  a  woman),  that 
was  a  mynstrdS,  wele  arayed;  and  he  wepte  faste.  and  they 
that  were  beside  saide,  *'  for  why  wepe  ye ! "  he  answerid^ 
and  saide,  *^  there  be  ^  causes  why  I  wepe ;  oon)  is,  for  this  womaoi) 
is  loste ;  Anotheie  is,  for  I  haue  not  such  a  study  to  please  god^  aa 
this  woman)  bathe  to  please  you^  men  of  this  worlds."    Amen)  &a 
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[  XLIV.  ] 

(how  a  80N  INDUGID  HIS  FATHIB  TO  BIOOXB  A  MOKK.) 

There  was  a  riohe  iiian\  tbat  hsci  a  sonns,  that  eonosdereJ 
life  was  but  shorte,  aaci  thought  he  sholcl  sone  deye.'  lie 
wente  in  to  religioiiX  when  his  facUr  wiste  that^  he  wolde 
bane  cUstrojeJ  the  house;  Bat  his  sone  Come  agiqrne  hym,  ancl 
saide,  ^' sir,  why  purpose  ye  to  distroje  ^monestre!"  he  answerid^ 
mod  saide,  **  my  sone,  att  I  shaU  dystroye  but  thou  oome  home  to 
my  house.  The  sone  answerid,  ancl  saide,  "  fiEuiiry  gladly  I  wil  oome 
home  to  your  house,  if  ye  wil  putt  awey  a  oustome  oute  of  youre 
lande  that  is  there  in."  The  fadir  seide,  that  gladly  he  wolde  do  it. 
The  sone  saide,  '^alse  sone  deyeth  the  yong*  as  the  olde;  do  awey 
this  Custome,  ancl  I  shafi  come  to  that  londe."  This  heide  the 
Fadir,  and  atte  worde  of*  his  sone  he  lefte  the  worlde,  and  wente 
into  religioti);  beholdyng<  that  dethe  is  the  messyng^r  of  the  hie 
Emperour,  that  no  man)  spaieth,  and  it  is  the  betille  of  hyn)  that 
made  hevyii)  and  Eith,  whom)  no  man)  may  with-stonde,  Ao. 

[XLV.  ] 
(a  fablb  of  a  oat  and  a  mousx.) 

A  mouse  on  a  tyme  felle  into  a  bar^  of  newe  ale,  that 
spouigid,  and  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Gate  come  beside, 
and  herde  the  mouse  Crie  in  'the  barme,  pepe !  pepe !  for 
she  myght  not  come  oute.  The  Gate  seide,  *'Why  Gries  thout" 
the  mouse  seide,  "  for  I  may  not  come  oute.**  The  Gatte  saide,  "  it 
I  delyuer  the  this  tyme,  thou  shalte  come  to  me  when  I  calle  the.* 
fe  mouse  seide,  *'  I  graunte  the,  to  come  when  thou  wilte."  The 
catte  seide,  "thou  moste  swere  to  me."  and  the  mouse  sware  to 
kepe  couenaunte.  Then  the  catte  with  his  fote  drew  oute  the 
mouse,  and  lete  hym  go.  Afterward  the  Gatte  was  hongry,  and 
oome  to  the  hole  of  the  mouse,  and  called  and  bade  hire  come  to 
hym.  The  mouse  was  aferde,  and  saide,  "  I  shaH  not  come."  the 
Gatte  saide,  ''thou  haste  made  an  othe  to  me,  for  to  come."  the 
mouse  saide,  **  bro])er,  I  was  dronkyne  when  I  sware,  and  therfors  I 
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am  not  holdjD)  to  kepe  myi))  othe."  Bight  so  many  a  man)  and 
woman),  when  they  were  seke,  or  in  prison),  or  in  pereH,  they  ptir- 
posyn  for  to  leue  here  eynne,  and  amende  here  life  with  fastyng^  and 
prayere,  and  to  do  othere  wejrkee  of  penaonce ;  but  when  sekenesse 
or  pereH  is  passyd  from  hem,  they  make  no  force  to  foHfitt  the  othe 
or  the  be-heete  that  they  made,  for  they  sayne,  they  were  in  perdl, 
and  therfore  they  are  not  holdyii)  to  kepe  the  othe  ne  the  be-heste, 
that  they  madyn).  of  whom)  it  is  saide,  vnto  a  tyme  they  beleuyn), 
and  in  tyme  of  temptacioD)  they  gon)  a-way  there  fro,  &c 

[  XLVI.  ] 

(tHB  ADTKNTITniB  OF  OAUTBB   IN    SBAROH  OF   A  KINGDOM.) 

Some  tyme  there  was  a  man,  that  heght  Gauteros,  ^t  sought  a 
place  and  a  state  where  he  myght  ali  wey  loye,  and  haue  no 
disese  in  his  fleshe,  ne  in  his  herte ;  and  this  sought  he  loi^gey 
in  goyng*  aboute.  Atte  laste  he  fownde  a  fayre  ladie,  whose  hous> 
bond  was  dede ;  and  saluted  here  fayre.  Than  the  lady  askid  hym 
what  he  soughte !  he  answerid,  and  saide,  "  lady,.  I  seke  a  place  and 
a  state  where  I  may  b&  way  loye,  and  neoer  more  sorowe.**  The 
ladie  saide  to  hym,  "  be  myn  housbond,  and  thou  shalte  haue  $& 
necessaries."  and  shewed  hym  balle,  and  Chambre,  and  many 
othere  goodes.  lie  askid  hire  where  he  shuld  lye  on)  nyghte«f  and 
she  shewed  hym  a  bedde,  a-boute  the  which  bedde  were  on  that  oo^ 
partie  wulfis,  and  on  the  tothere  partie  wormys,  and  on  the  thrid 
partie  were  serpentee,  and  on  the  fourte  side  were  beies.  ^an 
Gaut^  seide,  "  how  long*  shaH  I  be  with  the,  and  where  shaH  I 
haue  suche  richesse  !  "  The  ladie  seide,  ''  my  housbond  is  dede,  and 
atte  laste  thou  moste  deye ;  for  the  here  shall:  sle  the,  and  I  wote 
nere  the  fyrste  nyght  or  after;  and  than)  wolfis,  wormys,  and 
serpentes  shaU  deuoure  the.**  to  whome  Gauter  seide,  idl  *  othere 
thinges  are  good,  but  the  bedde  feris  me ;  for  I  wolde  not  for  aU:  the 
worlde  lye  in  such  a  bedde."  Than)  Gauter  wente  away  from)  thense, 
and  come  to  a  kyngdome  where  the  kyng*  was  dede.  and  men  of 
the  kyngdome  saydeiuto  hym,  ''be  cure  kyng<,  and  ^ou  shalte  haue 
aH  goodes.  se  a  paleys  I  se  a  Chambre  I  **  and  amonge  othere  thej 
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shewed  to  hym  such  a  bedde  as  he  sawe  be-fbre,  sette  a-boute  with 
the  fonaide  beetes.  Than  Gant^r  saide,  '^shatf  ottghf  thes  bestes 
noye  mef "  they  answerid,  and  seide,  '^the  here  shaB  sle  the»  and 
the  othere  bestes  shafi  denome  the,  as  it  is  done  to  otheie  kynges ; 
but  we  wote  not  when.**  and  he  saide,  ''swich  a  kyngdome  is 
perelous,  and  the  bedde  is  kthe  to  me ;  and  ^rtore  I  go  hense.** 
than  he  wente  forthe  his  way,  tiH  he  come  to  a  place  where  he 
fownde  an  olde  nuui),  sittyng*  atte  fete  of  a  laddeie,  ^at  was  sette  to 
a  walle,  the  which  laddore  had  i^  staues.  The  olde  man  askyd 
what  he  sought*  1  Gauter  seide,  "  A  stide  where  I  may  ali  wey  loye, 
and  no  disese  su£fere."  The  olde  man  seide,  ''  if  thou  go  vp  on  the 
walle  by  this  laddere,  thou  shalte  fynde  what  thou  sekes."  Crautere 
weate  vp,  and  fownde  what  he  had  longe  sooghi 

[Boehuraoia.]  Whaf  wordly  man^  sekis  thes  fhre,  or  any  of  hen^ 
tiMi  is  to  saye,  a  layre  womaii>  for  kckery,  or  dignite  or  viyne  gloiie^ 
or  gMe  and  syluer  lor  couetise,  but  it  he  k>ke  deligMitly  in  wbai 
bedde  hym  behonys  to  lye,  with  a  grete  stndie  he  nhtXt  fle  such 
thinges.  lor  in  the  beddes  hede  stondith  the  here,  Hiat  is^  delhe^ 
^t  spareth  no  man) ;  as  it  is  saide  in  Oiw,  I  BkM  come  to  hem  as  m 
bere  whos  whelpes  are  take  awaye^  that  ai  giete  Ire  spareth  no  besAe. 
BO  more  dethe  dothe  man).  The  wc^fis  ame  his  kynsmen^,  or  the 
kynges  mynystres,  or  Euyii  Executotirs,  that  taken  all  ^  goodes  of 
ye  dede,  and  deuonren)  hem,  and  of  the  dode  they  makyii)  no  force. 
The  wormys  fietyn)  the  body ;  and  the  serpentes  ame  the  deuyls, 
that  beryn  away  the  soule  of  }e  wicked  maii),  and  pimyshith  it  with 
dyuerse  tormented  ^ ;  as  it  is  saide  in  eeclesiastice,  when  the  wicked 
man)  deieth,  he  shaB  take  to  his  heritage  serpentes,  beete^  and 
wormys.  The  wicked  man)  is  deuyded  into  ig  parties  when  he 
deieth.  the  serpentes,  that  ben  deuyls,  shi^  bere  arway  his  soule ; 
the  bestes,  tho  ben  bestiaH  men  that  leuyn  bestially^  shali  bere  away 
his  goodes ;  and  the  wormys  aH  only  shi^  bere  away  his  Careyn), 
and  resseyue  it.  whereof*  an  £nsample.  It  happenyd,  that  a  k»de 
mette  with  the  berers  of  a  dede  monke,  an  yserere,  and  his  pense.^ 
the  lorde  askid,  what  they  bare!  they  seide,  '^the  ^body  of  Ae 
man),  and  his  pens,  thai  he  tok»  to  ▼s^''     the  lorde  seide,  **  not  soy 

*  tornementes^  MS.  '  ^Mose,  MS.  '  leaf  69,  back. 
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lor  ke  was  my  bmo^;  Iml  ye  and  ironays  ahaH  liaue  hia  body,  ancl  I 
ahatt  haae  hia  pana;  and  tbe  deayla  ahaii  bave  away  the  aedk" 
Therf oire  we  thai  wil  kaoe  a  place  of  leste,  wiihovie  dkeae  or  noyei 
leteTaaaaendevpwith^  Oaolar  by  the  goldyn^  kddeae ;  of  thewhieh 
the  fynto  alafie  ia  contricioid  of  heiie^  the  aeeend  ateia  is  tiew  eo*- 
feaaioii^,  the  thrid  ataff  ia  trew  aatiafiiceiortL  i^  ye  wik  go  Tpon)  iheaa 
i^  atavea  c^  the  kdderey  we  ahofi  eome  to  the  loye  and  leata  at 
Euarkatyng^  lif e,  wheie  ia  no  diaaae.    Aman» 

[  XLVIL  1 

(or  A  B0USB  UPON  WBJOB  THB  aUH  ALWAYS  SHOmay 

BEyonde  the  aee  was  a  noble  ladie,  on  whoee  honae  a&  way  the 
aone  shone  on*  the  daj^  and  on  the  nyght^  the  mone.  Of^ 
thia  many  meid  merrayled.  atte  kate  ^e  fiune  at*  thia  come 
to  the  byshope,  a  worthy  man^;  and  he  wente  for  tc  ae  here,  hopyng* 
that  she  was  of*  grete  penaimce  in  clothing*,  or  fn  mete,  or  in  othere 
thingea ;  and  when  he  come,  he  saw  here  aB  wey  mefy  and  gfaA 
the  bishope  aaide,  " dame,  what  Eke  yel*^  she  answerid,  and  aaide, 
that  dyn^rae  metea  and  delieate.  Then  he  asked,  if  ahe  Tsed  tiker 
hayreY  ahe  aayde,  ^nay."  Alter  thia  the  byahope  manrsyled,  that 
god  wolde  shew  so  grete  merrsy'E  for  such  a  wonuoft  and  when  he 
had  take  his  leae  of  fe  ladie,  and  waa  gon)  his  way,  he  thought  he 
wolde  aske  here  more  of^  anothere  thing* ;  and  wente  agayne  to  here, 
and  saide,  '^  loae  ye  not  mekiH  Jhem  Criste!"  she  saide,  ''yis,  I 
lone  hym,  for  he  ia  att  my  leae;  for  wbeh>  I  thinks  o#  hia  avet- 
neaae,  I  may  not  witi^holde  my  self  lot  g^adneaae  and  mjithe  that 
I  Euer  lele  in  Iqrm."    drc. 

[  XLVm.  ] 

(THB  SAQU  ASD  OBOfW.) 

IB  a  tyme  the  Bgle  luuF  aoce  Eyoi^;  and  he  eownaeyled  witb 
the  Crowe,*  and  aaked,  what  ha  myght  do  agayne  the  diaeaa. 
The  Ciow  seide^  ''I  shatt  bvyng"  the  «a  harbe^  thai  ahaB  make 
thyid  Eeyn)  hole,  if  thov^  wilte  fpie  me  good  hiie  lor  my  kboiBeu" 
The  Egla  aeida,  ''if  thoa>  make  myi^Eyen  hola^  t)K>a  ahalta 
*  by,  MS.  *  androiib  Ma  '  Crowei,  MS. 
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wele  for  ihy  trauayle."  Then  the  Crow  toke  OnyonuB  uul  Spougei 
and  made  ^erof  a  playster^  and  leyde  it  on)  the  E^les  Eyen) ;  and  in 
■horte  tyme  he  waa  blynde.  Then  the  crowe  toke  the  hryddya  of 
the  Egle,  and  denoured  hem);  and  diaesed  the  E{g)e  with  many 
hetynges.  the  E^  than  aside  to  the  crowe,  ''aennyd  be  thou?  and 
thy  mediayne  alao ;  for  faa  haate  made  me  Uynde,  and  deamnyd 
My  bryddya,  and  ae8ia[t]  not  to  bete  me."  The  orow  aeide,  ''alae 
longe  as  thou  myght  ae,  I  myght  not  oome  by  thy  briddea,  that  I 
gietly  deayied,  but  now  jKxt  I  deayred  ia  fuH^filled."  Thia  Egle 
be-tokenyth  a  prelate,  that  hathe  Eyen)  opyn)  to  kepe  the  flock  that 
ia  comitted  to  hym.  But  the  deuytt,  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  ia  f uH 
beay  to  ale  goddia  flock,  and  to  deuoure  it ;  and  theifore  alae  longe 
aa  the  prelate  hath  the  Eyen  opyn),  he  ia  noif  diaaeyued  of  hia  deayra, 
But  then  oomya  the  deuyH,  and  makya  a  playater  of  gadeiyng*  to- 
gadre  of  wordly  goodea,  and  caatia  it  in  the  Eyen)  of  the  prelate,  that 
they  mow  not  be-holde  heuyuly  thingea.  for  bB.  here  atodie  ia 
grangea,  ahepe,  nete,  and  rentea,  and  to  gadne  to-gedrs  gold  and 
aylner ;  and  ao  theyre  goatly  Eyen)  are  made  blynde,  and  putt  oute. 
and  ao  the  Crowe,  that  ia,  the  Deuytt,  takea  the  bryddea  of  the  Egle, 
thai  ia,  the  prelate,  and  hym)  Euerlaatyng«  betya  with  peynea  of 
helle^  but  if  he  amende  hym  or  he  deye. 

[XLEL  ] 

(tHB  wolf  and  THl  awiiTB.) 

Alewde  man  on  a  tyme  aakid  a  clerk,  "What  loye  ia  in 
Paradise !"  the  clerk*  aaide, ''  there  ia  auch  a  loye,  that  In  eoer 
aawe,  ne  neuer  herd,  ne  aaaendid  in  mannya  herte,  that  onre 
lord  hath  ordeyned  to  hia  louera."  Than  aaide  the  lewde  man),  that 
lovyd  wele  houndea,  be  cauae  of  huntyng*,  and  hawkya,  and  othere 
wordly  gamea,  '*  Syn)  aH  loye  ahatt  be  tbere,  are  theie  any  houndea 
or  hawkea!"  the  clerke  aeide,  "god  for-bede,  ^t  houndea  or 
hawkea  ahuld  come  in  ao  meiy  a  place !  **  Than  aaide  the  lewd  maid, 
"foraothe,  if  hawkea  and  houndea  were  there,  I  ahuld  ^  more 
deayie  to  go  to  awich  a  place,  that  is  ao  full  of  loye."  The  clerke 
anawerid,  and  aeide,  "  the  lyoun)  on  a  tyme  made  a  feete^  to  the 

'  laaf  60. 
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whidi  he  calleJ  many  besiesy  and  gafe  hem  dyuerae  and  aondij 
fleahes,  and  many  othere  delites ;  and  when  the  feste  waa  done,  the 
beaiea  wente  home  to  here  owne  places.  It  happenyd  that  the  wolf 
fownde  a  awyne  in  the  way,  £tyng«  dzaffe  and  diestee.  then  the 
Bwyne  aaide  to  the  wolfe,  **  &om)  whense  comes  thon !  '^  he  saidoi 
'^£rom  the  noUe  feste  of  the  lyon);  was  not  thou  therel"  the  swyne 
saide,  ''no."  ''were  there  not,"  saide  the  swyne,  "many  fayre 
messesi  and  many  delites  t"  the  wolf  saide,  "yis,  forsothe,  yej 
were  feyre,  and  wele  axayed."  The  swyn)  saide,  "was  there  any 
draffe  or  dreetesf  The  wolfe  saide,  "a  I  thon  corsed  wrech,  whai^ 
askes  thoul  God  forbede,.that  in  so  worthy  a  feste  shuld  be  so 
f  oule  a  mete  1 "  On  the  same  wise  there  be  many  in  this  worlde, 
that  desyren)  and  sekeii)  but  draffe  and  drestes,  that  is,  lecherie,  and 
Instes  of  this  worlde,  and  delites  of  the  fleshe ;  of  which  osee  saithe^ 
the  IVophete,godloaed  thechildryn)of  Isareli,and  they  tokyii)hede 
to  othere  goodes,  and  lonedyn)^  draffe  of  grapes,  or  beuerage,  'that  is^ 
they  lovedyn  draffs  of  lechery,  And  othere  flesshly  lostes,  more  than 
the  grete  loye  of  paradise ;  therf ore  they  come  nenere  to  the  londe 
of  the  be-heste.  no  more  sbaB.  swich  men  and  women  come  to  the 
loye  of  paradise,  that  lonyn)  more  draffe  and  drestes,  that  ii^ 
Instes  and  lykynges  of  the  flesshe,  bnt  they  amende  hem  or  thej 
deye. 

(faBLI  of  THB  ass  and  the  SWIHE.) 

The  asse  sawe  offce  sithes,  how  draffe,  drestes,  and  benes,  peae, 
and  brede,  was  gyven)  to  the  swyne;  and  they  Etyn)  faste, 
and  troueylid  not,  bnt  when)  they  hade  Etyn),  they  leide  hem 
downe  and  slepte.  The  asse  thought*  in  hym  self,  and  seide^  "  the 
swyne  are  wele  at  ease ;  they  Etyn)  and  drynkyn),  and  wirke  not^; 
and  I  swynk,  and  laboure  ali  day,  and  litSi  Ete.  I  shatt  fayne  me 
seke."  and  did  so,  and  seke  he  lay  stitt.  that  sawe  his  maystsr, 
and  priked  hym  for  to  ryse ;  and  he  wolde  not,  but  groned,  and 
sorowed,  and  laye  siille.  Than)  saide  his  mayst^r  to  his  wyf e,  "  the 
Asse  is  seke."  she  seide,  "  sithen)  it  is  so,  lette  vs  gyfe  hym)  good 
mete,  brede,  and  branne,  and  bere  to  hym  watyr."    and  so  thej 

1  loadyo^,  MS.  '  leaf  60,  back. 
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diddeii).  but  the  Abso  £te  fyrste  but  a  litiH,  snJ  afterwacdT  Ebt 
Enough^  ancl  was  made  iatte;  And  seide'  to  hym  aelfo,  ^I  YmdB  m 
good  worlde  Atte  laate'I**  the  hoggee  wexe  mode  iatte;  then  tiuf 
mayster  sente  for  the  bachere,  with  hie  axe  and  his  knyfe^  for  todd 
the  hogges ;  And  when  the  bachere  wai  comyU^  he  alowe  tha 
hoggee.  That  eawe  the  asae,  and  was  af tode,  1Mb  thejr  afanld'  dea 
hjniy  when  he  were  tatte;  And  seide  in  Hym  aelfe,  ''for  aothe^  I- 
had  leo^r  labooiei  and  hane  myn  olde  life  in  swynko  and  in  awole^ 
than  be  thus  slayne,  as  the  swyne  are.'*  and  he  wente  onto  of  tha 
atabitty  and  skipped  be-fore  his  mayst^;  that  toke  hym.  and  jnM 
hym  to  his  olde  laboord. 

Seelaraoio.  The  swyn  be-tokyn  riche  men'  and  women,  pak 
Clothen  hem  selfe  wordly,  and  Etyid  ahd  drynkyii)  deyntethly,  and 
ahynync^y,  and  traoayle  notL  for  sothe  such  are  clerkes,  and  swynd 
of  the  deiayH,  in  which  Entryn)  molene  sperites,  that  casteii^  hem  iir 
the  see,  and  drownyn)  hem  in  the  bitter  peynes  of  helle.  The  esse, 
Tppon)  the  which  Criste  rideth,  is  the  rightwismaa)  and  womaa)^ 
that  is  in  good  laboorei  and  stadie  bothe  in  doyster  and  in  fblde. 
Therfore  it  is  better  to  laboure,  and  to  lede  a  laborers  life,  with  the 
rightwisman),  than  wrechidly  to  be  slayne  iKth  f^  wwjjib,  uuS 
perische  with  the  wicked  man,  of  the  which  spekith  Zobe,  they 
ledyn),  he  say  the,  theyre  dayes  in  lostys  and  lykynges,  ^And  wele 
fare.  And  in  a  poynte  gon)  downe  to  helle.  god  kepe  vs  fer  fro, 
and  bryng*  vs  to  the  blisse,  ^t  neuer  shaff  hxiue  an  Endel 
Amen. 

[U.  ] 

(FABLB  or  THB  HEN  AND  UBR  CI^ICKEirS.) 

Ofte  sithes  the  henne  gaderith  to-gedre  here  bridges  vndere  here 
wynges,  and  namely  a  gayne  the  pattock.  If  happcnyd  onys, 
that  the  pnttok  come  flyeng*,  and  hoayd  ooer  the  henne  and 
hire  briddes.  the  henne  perceyaed  that,  and  Called  here  chekyns, 
for  to  hane  refute  vndire  here  wynges.  they  come  rennyng*  aH  safe 
oon),  that  had  fownde  a  worme,  and  picked  faste  thereon),  for  to  Eta 
it.    And  in  the  meane  tyme  come  the  puttok,  and!  toke  hym,  an^ 

bare  hym)  awnye. 

*  leaf  61. 
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Dadanudo.  nov  gosUj,  so  ouie  loide  calleih  vs  from  synne, 
that  we  shiilcl  fle  to  the  wynges  of  his  proteccioD) ;  bat  many  ther 
be,  fleyng*  the  deaytt  aboayn  hem,  anci  temptyng*,  they  flyene^  from 
ciiste  to  the  woxme  of  synne,  that  ia,  they  diawe  to  leoherye,  and 
dronkynahii^  ancI  conetyae.  Atte  laste  comys  the  pnttock,  that  is, 
the  fende^  and  takes  the  Chekyn),  that  is,  snc|i  a  synf  uH  man,  and 
bexis  hym  a-waye ;  of*  the  whioh.is  ifritten  in  lobe,  that  seithe,  the 
swetnesse  of  synne  is  the  wonne.  Therfoie  fle  we  the  pattok  of 
helle  Ynto  the  wynges  of  ortste,  sekyng*  there  an  hydyng*,  thinkyng< 
on  l^ym  selfe,  folowyng*.hym  that  seide,  he  that  folowes  me,  walkes 
no^  in  derknesse,  but  he  diafi  haue  the  li^t^  of  life,  that  EaerBhalt^ 
laste.    ^is  sayeth  oure  loxde  lam  Griste.    Amen  Sec 


[LIL] 
(thi  fablb  or  ths  oat  and  thb  rox.) 

The  foxe  and  the  Catte  mette  onys  to-gedgie.  the  foxe  seide 
to  the  Catte,  ''  how  many  wyles  or  sleightes  haste  thou,  or 
knowest"  The  Catte  seide,  <<but  oon  alone/'  The  fo» 
seide,  <<  what  is  that  t"  The  Catte  seide,  "  when  houndes  folow  ma^ 
I  can)  renne  vpoo)  a  tre,  and  so  scape  from  hem."  Then  the  catte 
askid  the  foxe,  how  many  wiles  or  sleightes  he  had,  or  knewe  t  he 
saide,  **  I  haue  xyi\]*".  and  a  bage  f uH  moo ;  therfore  come  with  me, 
and  I  BhsB,  teche  the  my  crafte ;  and  when  thou  knowes  hem,  thou 
shalte  wele  scape  the  bytyng*  of  the  houndes."  and  they  wentyn 
to-gedre.  they  herd  hunters  and  houndes,  folowyn^  hem  at  here 
back.  The  Catte  seide,  ''I  here  houndes,  and  am  aferde.*'  then 
seide  f^  foxe,  "  drede  the  not,  thegh  the  houndes  come  nere.''  The 
catte  [seide],  "  fore  sothe  I  f olowe  no  lengere  the ;  I  wil  vse  myn 
owne  wile'."  and  wente  vp  into  a  Tree,  and  so  scaped  the  houndes. 
And  the  houndes  folowdyn,  and  anone  f elle  on  the  foxe,  and  tokyn) 
*hym.  The  catte  sate  on  lofte,  on  the  tree,  and  beheld  what  they 
didden  to  the  foxe ;  and  cried,  '^  foxe !  opyn  thi  bagge  of  wiles, 
and  helpe  thy  selfe,  for  thou  baddista  neuer  mpre  ne4e ;  fox  afi  tlu^ 
wiles  helpitfi  the  not  S " 
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DadirMio.  Be  the  Catte  an  Yndiirtondyn  vjmpSL  jubh  uiJ 
women,  that  caii)  but  ooii>  mle,  or  ood)  craltey  that  it^  foirto  ealle  to 
god,  be  oontemplaooni)^  and  to  aatende  be  feithe  vpon  the  txee  of 
criatea  oroase;  an  J  ao  axe  delynarecl  from  the  honndea  of  the 
Enemeys  of  mankynda  Bat  bi  the  foxe  aie  Tndiratondjm  TokettM^ 
prelatea  of  oaoaea  temporaH,  coorteen,  Inixoiixa,  and  wilj  menp^  that 
han  xvig**.  aleif^tea,  and  wilea  paasjng*  tho  a  pokeftd.  Atta  laata 
oomyn  the  hnnten  of  helle,  with  hero  honndea,  and  folowen  kam, 
and  taken  hem,  and  lende  hem.  Than  aeithe  the  CSatte^  that  ntteth 
on  the  tree  of  eriatea  Croaae,  that  bethe  rightfoH  man,  ^foze  I  ofiyn 
thi  bagge,  and  lette  onto  thi  wiles,  and  help  thy  aelf  1  *  that  ia,  ^'ya 
wily  men).  Caste  onto  youie  aynnea  be  oonfessioxiS^  eontrunoii),  and 
aatisfaccion);  and  so  helpe  yonie  aelfe,  while  ye  ly?«^  or  ellea  ye 
ahnfi  be  dede,  bothe  bodely  and  gostely,  withontyn)  doate.** 
Amen,  &c. 

[LIIL] 

(THB  MORAL  LB880N  TAUGHT  BT  TBI  AHT8.) 

Piasem^rs  in  aomere  are  bosy,  and  rennyn)  &8te  abonte  to  make 
an  hepe  staffed  with  whete,  with  the  which  they  mow  leayn) 
in  wyntere.  but  when  they  han)  afi  gadered,  there  comyth 
aome  tyme  swyne,  and  distroyen  it,  and  wastyn)  it,  and  £ten  it  ofte 
sithea.  Eight  so  ofte  sithes  many  riche  men)  gadeiyn)  richease ;  but 
some  tyme  comyn  the  kynges  mynyeters,  or  of  lordes,  or  othere 
lauenours,  that  ben  Eyres  and  executores,  and  wastyn,  and  distroyen) 
that  they  han)  gadered.  As  dauid  seith  in  the  sawt^r,  swich  men 
leuyn)  theyre  richesse  to  othere ;  and  also  he  seithe,  they  tresoryn 
and  hepyn,  they  wote  nere  to  whome  they  gaderyD)  hem ;  and  ther- 
fore  haue  they  no  profite  of  hem,  no  more  than  the  pissmers  haddyn) 
of  here  longe  gaderynge.    Amen  &c. 

[  Liv.  ] 

(thi  burial  or  ths  wolf.) 

^  happeiqrd  one  tyme,  that  the  wolf^  was  dede ;  tat  whoae  detha 
the  lyon)  was  sorye,  and  gadered  many  bestes  to-gedre,  for  to 
kepe  his  derige,  an?  his  messe,  and  to  bery  hym.    The  lyon) 
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made  a  wolfe  to  beie  the  holy  watir ;  \j.  yrchyna  to  here  the  tapexs ; 
Crete  to  ryng*  the  bellee;  foxee  to  here  the  beere.  The  here  aekl 
^the  masse ;  The  asse  ledde  the  apistille ;  The  Oxe  ledde  the  gospeli 
and  when  messe  was  done,  anJ  the  wolfe  was  boried,  they  madyn 
a  f este  oi  his  goodes ;  and  nXt  the  bestes  weie  there  wele  ledde  and 
xyalljy  and  they  desyiedyn)  such  anothere  buiyeng*.  Right  so  ofte 
sithes  it  fiilleth,  when  a  riche  maid  or  an  Tsereie  is  dede,  an  abbote 
or  a  prelate  makes  come  to-gedie  a  Goaente  of  bestes,  Jmt  is,  bestiaB 
leuynge.  It  happenyth  some  tyme  in  a  grete  Conente,  that  theie 
are  many  bestes,  that  is  to  saye,  lyonns  be  pride.  Foxes  be  frauds 
and  wiles,  Beres  be  deuooryng*,  Gete  be  stynke  of  lechery,  Assis  be 
slouthe,  YTchons  be  sharpnesse,  hares  be  drede.  for  they  tremyH  in 
drede,  where  was  no  drede ;  they  sekyid  Temporal  goodes,  bat  they 
drede  not  to  less  Enerelastyng*  goodes ;  And  ^t  is  grete  pite|  with 
outys)  f ayle.     Amen,  &a 

[LVI.  ] 
(ths  apb  and  thb  kuts.) 

Pe  ape  wil  gladly  £te  the  kymeH  of  the  note,  for  it  is  swete ; 
but  when  he  sauours  the  some  barko  with  oute,  for  bitter- 
nesse  he  leuyth  the  swete  kymeH  with  in,  and  Castes  away 
the  note  with  the  kym^  So  it  is  of  men),  that  ben)  foolesy  for 
vndir  bittemesse  of  this  presente  peyno  is  hidd  the  loye  of  heuyn) 
life,  but  this  bittemesse  the  rightwis  man)  forsakes  to  taste,  that  is, 
for  to  foste,  pray,  and  do  of  en  'wcrkes  of  penaunce ;  And  so  he 
castes  away  the  sweto  kymeH,  that  is,  he  losith  the  swetnesse  of 
heuynly  life,  that  is,  Euerlastyng*  loye.  to  fe  which  biyng^  vs  oore 
lords  lefu  Criste  I  Amen),  &c. 

[  LVIL  ] 

(thx  wolf  and  thk  hark.) 

wolfe  and  an  hare  mette  onys  to-gedre ;  and  the  wolfe  seide 

to  the  hare,  ''amonge  aH  bestes  thou  arte  a  ferdfuH  beste; 

ite  thou  wrastiH  with  met"    the  hare  saide,  ''yee^  with 
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the,  all  though  thoa  hkne  a  grete  bod^,  inci  I  a  MtiH."  The  woUe 
hadl  indignacu?!]),  and  aeidey  '<  I  wil  make  witb  the  a  cooenoamte  of 
x*«  agaynee  oosd,  that  I  ahi^  oueriMome  the.'*  when  the  oonenanaite 
was  made^  that  they  ahoU  wiaatitt,  The  wolfe  lanne  towaidethe 
haroi  for  to  take  hym,  anci  denonie  hyln.  The  haie  name  fiute 
away,  and  the  wolfe,  as  he  myght^,  ftlowed  ftste  alter;  bat  the  hare 
xanne  iasteie.  The  wolfe  was  wefj,  and  aetto  hyn)  *downe  on  the 
Xrthe,  for  he  my^^t  nbt  lenne  no  lengere.  the  haie  tuned  a^yne 
and  eaide^  ^'now  thou  arte  onare-comyn)^  and  Caste  downe  to  tha 
Ibrthe."  The  wolf e  seide  agsyne, ''  I  and  not  onere-eomyii)^  for  thoa 
a-hode  me  not."  the  hare  seide,  **  what  wsastlyng*  shold  be  by>twene 
the  and  mel  thou  haste  a  body  thie-folde  moie  than)  I;  and  if 
thou  haddiste  me  in  thy  mouthe,  thou  myghtist^  denoure  me^  for  I 
f eght  nbt  but  with  fleyUg* ;  and  for  thou  arte  ou^roomyid,  yelde  fat 
thou  owes."  The  wolfe  seide,  ''  nay."  and  so  stxyffe  rose  betwene 
hen) ;  and  [thei]  wentyn)  to  the  lyon),  to  haue  a  dome.  The  lyon> 
demyd  the  wolfe  ouere-comyh),  aikl  to  pay  the  Conenaamte.  Bight 
so  what  man)  or  woman)  that  wil  wiastiH  or  feght  with  lecheiy,  the 
worlde,  and  the  Enemy,  the  Fende,  he  sitteth  suerly,  and  ouere- 
eomyth  myghtely  with  fleyng*;  for  it  is  an  olde  sawe,  he  fi^tith 
wele  that  fleith  faste.  and  seynte  Poule  seithe,  flee  fomicacioii); 
also  seynte  Austyn)  seithe,  that  a  man)  or  a  woman)  may  abide  the 
conflicte  of  aH  vices,  but  this  he  moste  flee ;  and  so  lechery  with 
fleyng  is  ouercomyn),  &c 

[  LVni.  ] 

(or  A  OOUNTRTXAir  WHO  WAS   INYITKD  TO  A  TSAST.) 

ACherle  was  biddeii)  of  his  lorde  to  a  f  este  EyaH ;  and  when  he 
Come  to  the  yates  of  his  lorde,  Le  sawe  stynkyng*  wat^  in 
the  dyke ;  and  for  he  some  what  thrustid,  he  filled  his  bely 
of  the  stynkyng*  wat^r.  and  aH  his  felawes  seide  to  hym,  **  brother, 
the  lorde  hath  airayed  a  noble  mete  and  drynke  to  the ;  Therfore 
abstene  the  from  this  stynkyng*  watere."  but  he  wold  not  leTe  it. 
and  when)  he  Come  to  mete,  he  m3rght  not  take  of  the  noble  and 
deynteth  metes,  [but]  be-fore  hen)  aH  he  ctste  oute  the  rotyn^  watyr. 
Bight  so  in  this  worlde  some  men)  vsya)  dclites  and  lustys  that 


WL  ▲  CUSBK'B.AOESiaaBKT  WITH  TSI  XOVUi.      APDZT.  9008.     .375 

stynkyn),  that  irbon  tliey  CQmjii)  to  );e  lordes  sopere,  wrechid 
sjmifirB  moyr  not  take  thero^  but  rathere  ynclenly  ^Casten  oute 
be-foie  aH  the  stynkyng*  Diynke  that  they  drynkyD),  but  if  they  be 
pouiged  by  the  medicyne  of  penaunce  in  this  life,  wherf ore  ouie 
lorde  aeitbe  be  leromye  the  Prc/phete,  what  wilte  thou  to  the  way  of 
I^pte,  that  thou  dxynkys  lotyn)  water,  or  in  the  way  of*  aaeure, 
that  thou  dryiike .  watere  of  the  flodel  that  is,  in  the  watire  and 
way  in  thia  worlde.  and  deuyls  arne  in  the  wfiy  of  vices  and 
iustes,  the.. which  are  in  taste  but  rotj^  watire,  and  stynkyng*. 
Therfore  abetene  we  ys  from  vnlefatt  thinges,  that  we  mowe  be 
fullfiUed .  with  the  mete  of  aungeUs,  and  wele  sauoured  with 
dyuerae  delitesi  the  which  may  be  wele  sauoured  in  the  bliaae  ot 
heny?])  I 

[  LIX.  ] 

(how  a  clbrk  ayoidsd  his  contbaot  with  tbb  dkvil.) 

H  In  the  Cite  of  rome  was  a  senatoure,  that  had  a  doughter,  the 
which  he  wolde  nuJce  a  nonno,  for  to  pray  for  liis  soule ;  the  which 
a  clerke  louyd  bi^ennyngly,  but  he  durste  not  shewe  his  grete  loua.to 
hire,  for  they  were  not  Euyxi)  of  byrthe.  The  clerke  wente  to,  a 
conleroure  of  deuyls,  and  praide  hym  to  helpe  hym,  and  infourme 
in  this  nede.  he  saide,  ''I  shaB,''  and  made  hym  a  letter,  and 
bade  hym)  go  vnto  an  vnhoneste  place,  where  paynems  dwelled^  and 
there  he  shuld  rede  his  letter.  Come  the  fen4e,  and  seide,  "  What 
wilte  thou,  fat  I  do  to  the  t "  he  saide,  '*  that  I  may  haue  such  a 
maydyn)."  the  deuyH  seide,  ^  deny  the  soneof  god,  and  his  modiie, 
and  the  feithe  of  holye  kyrke."  ,  The  clerke  saide,  **  gladly  I  shaH 
do  that."  The  deuyH:  seide, ''  I  leue  ^e  not,  but  if*  thou  make  me  a 
chartoure,  written  with  thyii)  owne  hande."  The  Clerke  did  so. 
when  this  was  done,  the  deuytt  so  stirred  the  maydyn),  that  she 
louyd  hym)  more  than  he  did  here.  Than  she  seide  to  here  fadire, 
''I  wil  on  aH  wise  haue  that  yonge  man)  to  myn)  housbonde." 
The  Fadir  was  sory,  and  seide, ''  doughter,  I  wende  thou  woldiste 
haue  bene  a  nonne,  as  thou  beheghtist*  me,  and  haue  praide  for  me, 
when  I  had  ben)  dede ;  and  now  thou  seyste  thou  wilte  haue  an 
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hoQsbonde !"  she  aside,  ^alas !  Fadir,  I  moste  hane  hym,  or  EUea 
I  ahali  deye."  Then  atte  laate  they  were  weddid.  The  yonge  man 
wolde  not  come  into  the  chiiche^  as  a  Cristen  man^  bat  dispised 
the  chiiche^  as  a  man  dispayied  of  the  merej  of  god.  whan  hia 
wife  wiste,  she  askici  hym,  why  he  come  not  ^  kyrkf  and  ha 
tolde  hire  afi  how  he  had  done!  She  piaide  hym  to  go  with  haia 
to  an  holy  bishopOy  and  tolde  hym  what  he  had  done.  Tha  hiahopa 
seide,  **  sone^  hope  in  god,  and  belene  in  the  sacrementes  of  holy 
chiiche,  and  be  confessid  of  synnea"  and  so  he  was  confeasid 
with  grete  soiowe.  The  byshope  trnstyng*  on  the  msrsy  of  go^ 
made  hym  to  be  shitte  be-hynde  the  anteie,  for  to  do  penotmce  "i^. 
dayea  The  fyrste  day>  the  deuyls  were  theroi  And  betyn)  hym, 
sayeng*,  ^'wenys  thou,  wiechoy  for  to  disseyne  Tst  se  here  thy 
Chartoure,  that  come  to  vs,  and  we  come  not  to  the."  And  after 
the  seconde  day  come  the  biahope,  and  vesite  hym,  and  seide,  ''dere 
sone,  drede  the  not,  for  yette  thou  moste  be  stille,  tOl  the  thrid 
day.**  and  so  he  was.  The  deuyls  comyn),  but  he  sawe  hen^  not  aa 
he  did  be-fore,  bat  he  herde  hem);  bat  they  did  hym  no  hanne,  bat 
ihratte  hym.  when  the  thrid  day  was  gone,  the  bishope  asiked 
hym,  how  he  &iedl  he  saide  *' wele,  blessyd  be  god  I  hooly  thy 
pmyers  haae  oatfrcomyn  the  deayls,  so  ^t  they  han)  not  noyed  me."* 
Then)  the  bishope,  on)  the  haliday  next,  ladde  the  yonge  mao^ 
with  hym)  to  the  chirche,  and  come  be-fore  the  peple  in  the  proces- 
sion). Then  come  the  deayls,  be-fore  all  the  peple,  and  wolde  haae 
drawcD)  [hym]  oute  of  the  bishopes  handes;  so  that  the  bishope 
felte  the  drawyng*  of  the  fende.  Then  the  bishope  seide  with  an 
highe  voice,  be-fore  afi  the  peple,  "  wrechid  deuyls,  it  shafi  not  be 
so."  and  praide  to  M  the  peple,  to  lyfte  yp  here  handes  to 
god,  and  that  they  shuld  not  leue,  tifi  the  yonge  man)  were 
delyuered.  and  so  it  was  done,  and  so  the  deuyls  lafte  the  yonge 
man),  that  was  aferde,  and  sorie ;  and  ako  lete  the  Chartoure  falls 
oute  of  the  Eyie  into  the  byshopes  handes.  than  they  afi  thanked 
god,  for  the  delyueryng*  of  the  yonge  synfufi  manX    Amen),  &c 
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[IX] 

(or  A  OLBBC  WHO  LOTSD  A  HBATHBN  XAIDBN.) 

SOsie  tyme  there  was  a  clerke,  that  the  deuyH  was  Besy  a-boate^ 
to  oonfbwnde  and  biynge  into  synne,  and  made  hym  to 
bienne  in  the  lone  of  a  woman),  be  his  suggestion) ;  the  which 
woman)  was  a  paynym),^  that  wolde  on  no  wise  consente  to  hym, 
with  oute  asseiite  of  here  fadiie.  she  wente  and  tolde  here  fadire, 
that  a  Gierke  louyd  here,  the  Fadar  seide,  ''  I  sha^  aske  cownsaylle 
of  my  god  of  this  thing*."  he  wente,  and  asked  his  god.  his  god 
seide^  with  this  condicion)  he  shold  assente,  if  he  wolde  forsake 
criste,  of  whome  he  was  Called  a  cn'steit  man,  and  blessyd  MaiiOy 
the  which  afi  wey  proyeth  for  synfuH  men)  and  women).  The  fadir 
seide  to  the  derke,  ''  I  wil  consente  to  the,  if  thou  wilt  forsake  the 
lawe  of  thy  god.**  The  Gierke  seide,  "I  wil,  and  forsake  CristOj 
and  oure  ladie."  The  woman)  wolde  not  yete  assente,  but  hire 
fadire  had  take  cownsayle  efte  sonys  of  his  god.  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn)  wente  to  his  gode^  and  tolde  hym  how  the  Gierke  had 
forsakyn)  Griste  and  marie.  ''What^  sayest  ^u)"  his  god  seide^ 
<<ifi  he  haue  forsakyn)  Griste,  Griste  hathe  not  forsakyn)  'him,  if  he 
wolde  be  sorie  for  his  synne,  And  aske  m^rcy."  The  fadir  of  the 
maydyn  tolde  the  derke  what  his  god  had  saide.  The  clerk  herde 
this,  and  herde  that  his  ydole  knewe  this,  and  wiste  wele  he  seide 
sothe.  he  was  sory,  and  askid  mercy  of  god,  and  afterwards  leuyd 
lelegiously.  Also  the  hethen)  man)  and  his  doughter  herdyn  that 
oure  lorde  is  so  mercyf utt ;  ^y  were  baptized,  and  turned  to  Griston) 
f  eithe.    Amen),  &c. 

[  LXI.  ] 

(of  a  MIRAGLB  PBBFORMED  on   OEBTAIN  JBWS.) 

Aseculere  chanon)  and  a  Gristen)  man)  lonyd  lecherously  the 
doughter  of  a  lewe,  but  of  longe  tyme  he  myght  not  come 
by  here,  for  to  haue  his  luste  of  hire,  att  thoughe  she  assentid 
to  hym),  for  the  fadir  hade  grete  deligence  a-boute  the  kepyng*  of 
here.    It^  happenyd  afberwarde,  in  lenton)  tyme^  that  she  mette 
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the  chanoD)^  and  spake  to  hyn)  thea  woidea,  **di"  she  aMb,  ^I 
know  wele  that  ye  han  loaed  me  of  longe  tyme,  anci  ye  ot  me  am 
moste  louycl  a-boue  att  othere ;  and  for  a  Ck>m0naUe  tyme  is  not 
yete  comyn  for  to  MMM.  onre  pnrpoae,'  I  wame  yon^  i£  ye  wilAdttl 
yours  pt^rpoee,  oomjrth  to  me  aoeily  on  good  Iriiay  at  Eayii,,  Aat 
next  comyUv  ^o'  ^1^^  my  iadir  am)  o^  o^  ourefdlke  aie  ttiat  tyme 
▼exed  and  tnraeyled  with  dyoerM  infirmytei^  eo  that  non)  tbai 
myght  8hatt<  haue  any  eiMpecioi])  to  tb."  The  ehanoid  aaaentid  4o 
here  eayeng*,  ali  thoughe  he  knewe  it  was  an  humble  eynae  to 
enary  Cristyn)  man) ;  but  he  myght  not  come  to  hire  no  nothere-.wias^ 
with  ontyn  sklanndyre.  that  holy  nyght,  on  good  Iriday,  he  wente 
and  synned  with  here,  and  atte  mome  the  fadir  was  yesely  Tf^ 
and  oome  to  the  place  there  they  were,  and  fownde  tha  Chanon) 
with  here ;  and  desired  forfco*  hane  alayne  hym,  hat  he  durte  aol^ 
for  he  was  Consyn)  to  the  byshope  of  the  Cite,  and  so  he  lete  hym 
go.  and  that  same  Cbanoun),  on  the  holy  seturday  of  Esteme^ 
moste  menystre  to  the  byshope  that  saide  the  mascoy  and  thon^t 
on  bis  synne,  and  was  right  sorie;  for  hym  thou^^t  he  was  not 
worthy,  but  tnsted  in  the  merey  of  god,  and  wente  to  mynestra  to 
the  bishope.  and  [he]  loked  behynde  hyn),  and  saw  the  hdar  of  the 
woman)  withe  many  lewes  into  the  kyrke  comyng*,  with  a  gtete 
assaylyng*,  for  to  sklaundre  and  to  confownde  hym  opynly,  be-fore 
the  byshope  and  att  the  peple,  and  for  to  shewe  his  synuB  be*lore 
hem)  att.  but  when)  he  sawe  this,  he  lifted  yp  his  Eyeu)  to  henyii>, 
and  with  sorowe  of*  ^herte  he  askid  forgyvenesse  of  criste^  be4ielyng* 
that  he  shuld  nener  do  so  more,  while  he  Icuyd  in  this  worlds,  threw 
his  graciouse  kepyng*.  Lo  !  a  wondre  thing*;  att  the  lewes  roane  to 
the  byshope,  and  iche  of  hem  with  opyn  mouthe  gapid  before  the 
byshope ;  but  bi  the  pwrviaunce  of*  god  nor)  of  hem  spake  a  worde, 
but  as  dowmbe  men)  they  gaped,  stondynge  a-monge  the  peple. 
wherfore  tlie  byshope,  wenyng*  that  they  were  comyn)  in  represse  of 
Cristen)  f eithe,  and  for  to  lette  goddis  seruice,  he  bade  ali:  the  cristen) 
peple  to  dry  ve  hem  oute  of  the  kyrke,  the  wicked  lewes ;  and  so 
they  diddew.  for  the  which  myiacle  the  ohanori)  yeldid  to  God 
thonkynges,  and  tolde  the  byshope  be  ordre  as  it  was  done ;  and 
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tiftetwazde  leayd  wele  and  ^deiaoafcel j,  in  go6&  M^;  tat^  tnmed'thA 
woman  to  the  feithe  of  Criste,  an  J  Cristenyd  hire,  imd  ilifllde  here 
iui  holy  ncmne  ;*  that  afterwarde  afi  here  lyfe  leayd  In  goddis  werkes, 
and  after  deyed,  when'  hire  tyme  Come,  and  wente  to' the  blifise  tif 
heuyn),  td'enerlaatyng*  loye. 

[LXn.  ] 
(flow  HAN^s  Works*  Ami  wbiohid  iir  a  ba&akok.) 

Aniiln'  there  Was,  that  Wais  seke  nere'  to  the  dethe,  and  saWe  ij. 
aungillB,  a  good,  aiid  a  hild ;  the  i^hibh  :g.  wMjn)  in'  ballatinoe 
his  werkeSy  bo])e  good  and  bad.  and  when  he  eawe  his  good 
werkes  were  but  fewe,  then  he  seide^  "  a !  lorde  lem  Criste,  shatt 
it  not  helpe  me  that  thou  deyeste  for  me,  and  soffred  thy  pynefoH 
fmssioii)  for  me,  and^was'nayl^  to  the  Croltoe  fbr  me  t "  iatfed  whsn) 
he  had  seide  thns,  he  wet>te  fiute.  and  atione  a  grete  nayle  fe&e 
into  the  baiaunce,  where  his  gdc6^  wetkea  were;  laid' than  th^ 
weyed  mych  more  than  his  badde ;  and  this  man  was  san^dy 
blessyd  be  god  I  deo  graeiaa.    Amen)  &c. 

[  LXIII.  ] 

(how  a  man   was-  DKUTCBBD  from  FUROATORT  for  mS  PIRTY.) 

There  was  a  maii),  that  had  a  Custome,  alse  ofte  as  he  wente  to 
bedde  and  rose  oute  of  it,  to  pray,  he  that  is  kyng*  of*  lewes 
and  of  aH  Cnsten),  wblde  gyfe  hym  grace  to  passe  oute  'of* 
this  worlde  with  confession)  of  his  synnes.  and  when  he  leide  hym 
in  his  bedde,  and  rose  at  morowe,  with  his  thownibe  he  made  a  crosse 
in  his  forhede,  and  on  his  breste^  saycng*  thus,  "Ihera  of*  nazarethe, 
kyng<  of  lewes,  haucf  tucrcj^  On  me !  In  nomine  pdtrU  'et  filii  ei 
$pMtu9  sanett.  ilwMrn)."  *  afterward  it  happenyd,  that  he  deyed 
sddeynly.  The  deuyls  tokyn  his  soule,  aild  woMe  haue  ledde  it -to 
helle ;  But  there  come  a  fayre  man  khyiipig^,  ^  And  drofe  hem  a-wf^e 
from  hym.  Anone  this 'foyre  "mtfid  was  a-way  ftoni)  hytn),  and  there 
he  wase  in  grete  derknesdBe;  but  oute  of  that  place, 'that  he^tnade 
this  worthy  tokyn)  of«  the  Crosse  in,  come  oute  a  shynyng^ias  it  had 
ben  a  bryght  stetre,*  that  gafe  hym  ly^^ht  in  thc^diehlthstte.    Tbaa 
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the  deuyls  comyii)  abcmie  hym,  anJ  wolde  hana  take  hym;  but  Ilia 
light  that  come  fron])  hym  feridi  hem,  bo  that  they  dunta  not  1^ 
no  hande  on  hym.  then  come  that  ahynyng*  maid  argayne^  antf 
aaide  to  hym,  that  the  hye  domyamaid  seide^  afi  thofe  he  ahnid  be 
dampnyd  for  his  synne,  neuar  the  lese  for  the  feithe  and  deoodort 
that  he  had  a-bonte  his  passioD),  and  in  Callyng*  and  exprsBayng*  of 
his  name,  he  wolde  spare  hym ;  and  that  he  shold  lyre  a^yno,  and 
shryve  hym  o^  his  synnes,  if  he  wolde,  and  amende  hia  lyfe  into 
better,  and  so  he  did,  and  leayd  wele  afi  his  lyfe  into  better;  and 
Endid  his  lyfe  in  pease^  and  wente  to  heaynl    Ameik 

[LXIV.  ] 

(how  OBRTAIN  TDfPTIHO  DIVIL8  WBBB  YAHQUIBHin.) 

EEdde  it  is  of*  oon,  that  wayled  and  aorowed  gretly  for  bk 
synnes,  the  deuyls  comyu)  to  hym,  and  aeyden,  ^lene  thj 
aorowe  and  thy  wepyng*,  for  thou  arte  oures,  and  it  may  no 
nothere  wise  be,  but  that  thou  arte  ouies;  and  aese,  and  abide  [a]  wbile^ 
and  thou  shalte  sorowe  Enoughe  in  belle."  and  the  mate  tha 
deuyls  spake  to  hym),  the  more  he  sorowed  and  wepte,  and  wolda 
not  leue  for  hem.  atte  laste  [they]  were  constreyned  by  the  boly 
goste  to  saye  to  hym  in  the  Eere, ''  thou  haste  ouere-comyn)  va." 
and  80  they  wonte  away  from  hyml  Here  it  semes  wele,  ^  wo 
moste  wepe  for  ouro  synnes,  while  we  lyve,  wilfully,  or  Ellea  in 
purgatorie  or  in  belle,  a-gaynes  our  wille. 

[LXV.  ] 

(how  a  bishop  was  DAMNSD  fob  NAOLEOT  or  THE  WAmflNGS  OF  GOD.) 

In  Saxsonye  was  a  byshope,  whoee  name  was  hudo.  be  waa 
delicatly  fedde  with  mete  and  with  drynke,  and  kcheiooae 
was  or  he  was  a  byshope ;  of  whoee  synnes  god  wolde  make 
an)  £nde,  And  on  a  nyght  with  this  yoyce  manasyde'  hym),  sayeng^, 
'*  Hudo  I  make  aii)  £nde  of  thy  playe,  for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enoughe^ 
I  saye."  and  when  he  had  henle  this  voyse,  a  while  he  amendid 
hym) ;  and  afterwarde  he  was  sterid  with  temptac[i]on)  to  his  foneide 
synnes,  and  felle  into  hem)  agayne.    and  Efte  sonys  he  was  wamyd 
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with  the  same  Toice  from)  hem,  sayeng*,  "hudo!  make  ^an  Ende, 
for  thou  haste  pleyde  Enoughe,  I  say.**  but*  yete  he  amendici  hym) 
noaght^  stabely.  The  thrid  tyme  he  was  manasyde  with  the  same 
voice,  as  he  dide  be-fore,  and  yete  he  felle  a^yne  to  synne.  anJ 
on  a  nyghty  when  he  had  ben  merie,  and  was  dronkyn),  and  he 
wente  mery  and  glad  to  bedde,  the  same  nyght  his  ofTyciaH  sawe  the 
soole  of  the  byshope,  in  his  bedde,  be  brought  with  \j.  denyls  be-fore 
the  prince  of  denyls,  sittynge  in  his  see  as  a  domysman),  with  a  grete 
multitude  of  deuyls  stondyng*  a-boute  hym.  Than  seide  the  mayster 
deuytt  to  the  soule, "  welcome,  my  doughty ;  speke  now  blaseflemys.** 
the  soule  stode  stiH  fuH  sorye,  and  spake  not.  Then  he  seide,  "yete 
speke,  myn)  owne  doughter,  for  I  am  he  whom)  thou  haste  serued ; 
and  therfore  I  shaH  wele  yelde  the  for  thy  semice."  the  soule  stode 
stiHr,  and  seide  nought.  Tho  prince  of  the  deuyls  seide  to  the  deuyls 
that  brought  hym,  "gothe,  and  putte  hym)  in  a  bathe,  and  than) 
shaH  he  speke."  Than  they  tokyn)  ]>e  soule,  and  putt  it  in  a 
Cawderowne  fufi  of  wellyng*  piche  and  brymstone ;  and  af t^rwarde 
drawen)  [it]  oute,  and  brought  [it]  be-fore  the  mayster,  that  bade  the 
soule  speke,  and  it  spake  not.  Then  the  mayster  seide,  "  gyfe  hym  a 
drynke  in  myn  owne  Cuppe,  and  then  shaH  he  speke."  they  tokyn) 
his  Cuppe,  and  filled  it  fuHe  of  the  moste  abhomynable  and  moete 
stynkyng*  licoure,  and  constreyned  hym)  to  drynke  it  vp  at  ooid 
draught^ ;  and  yete  it  wold  not  speke.  then  seide  the  precideDte, 
''  steweth  hym),  and  than  shafi  he  speke."  The  deuyls  tokyn)  a-waye 
a  coueryng*  of  a  pitte,  oute  of  the  which  come  a  brethe  and  a  smeke 
afbhere  moste  stynkyng*,  the  which  myght  haue  corupto  aH  the 
WOTlde,  as  it  semyd  to  hym)  that  sawe  it ;  and  in  this  pitte  they 
putte  the  soule.  and  when)  it  had  ben  there  a  certeyne  tyme,  they 
tokyn)  it  oute,  and  broughte  it  be-fore  theyre  mayster,  that  seide, 
''now  speke,  my  dought^r."  then  the  soule  began)  to  blasefleme, 
and  seide^  "  waited  and  Cursed  be  they  that  me  gate  I"  then)  seide 
the  mayster  deuyH,  **  so,  dought^r,  now  sayesf  thou  wele ;  speke  on 
morel"  ''waried  and  Cursed,"  she  seide,  ''be  my  god  and  the 
houre  the  which  I  was  conseyued,  and  Cursed  be  they  that  me 
gate ! "    Then  spake  the  mayster  deuyH,  "  so,  doughter,  now  saye^t^ 
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nede  for  thj  Mm  joe."    Aaooe  thcj  tokei^  hjin,  endf  putte  hym  m 

the  pitta  bothome^  m  the  which  he  wee  pnttebe^Die;  end  ifwini* 

the  pirttee  moathe  erboae.    The  officiatt  Mwe  this;  and  wheahft 

wakeeyd^  he  waa  all  wete  of  awata^  for  aqgwiahe  that  he  aafiiedL 
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Amen)&a 

[  LXVL  ] 

(how  ▲  Mon  WAa  bbwabhid  vob  me  PBATBta  ov  bbhalv. 

or  two  BnoTHsaa.) 

80nie  tyme  time  warn  uj.  monkea,  dwellyng*  to^pedie  «a  • 
Gonente,  that  looedf  henD  wele  to-gedeie.  y.  of  hem  begone 
to  be  seksy  am)  dayden)  of  the  MknesM ;  and  the  Uudd  lafie 
(»)  lyve,  that  nyght  and  day  deuoaiely  prayde  for  his  brstheiey  thai 
here  payne  of  poigatorie  mygbt  be  leleaMd  the  aonyie  lor  hia 
piayeie;  and  ao  they  wera.  It^  felle  on  a  nyght^  4iat  a  monke  aftin 
matyna  waM  in  the  chaptooie  hooM,  and  loked  oute  at  a  wyndow% 
and  Mwe  \j.  monkea  aitte  on)  a  graue,  and  cladde  in  monkea  weda^ 
and  Eytheie  of  hem)  had  a  tabernacle  tapre  brennyng*  in  his  hande; 
and  he  marvayled  gretly  what  this  myght  be.  he  thought  he  wolde 
go  to  the  abbote,  and  telie  hynd  what  he  had  sene ;  and  did  ao. 
than  the  abbote  and  the  monke  oomyu)  for  to  m  heni) ;  and  when 
the  abbote  sawe  heni)^  he  conlored  hem,  and  asked  what  they  weref 
the[y]  Mydyn,  they  weie  monkea  some  tyme  of>  that  couente.  And 
how  Uiey  were  acaped  the  peyne  o^  porgatorie,  thxow  the  pmyem 
and  the  beMkyng*  of  Bobert^  here  felawe. —  '^and  when  we 
■  leaf  GO.  '  If  &  thitk  '  wolrde,  MS. 


ddytieredly  we  pmyde  itft  Boherty  oure  fela^rd,  tl^  he  Bhold  netMr 
ftde  the  peyne  of  pmglitoiie,  anci  it  is  graunted  tbj  And  we  abide, 
tiH  Bjohert  may  go  with  v»  to  the  bliBse  of  heayc).'*  Hie  abbote 
seide,  ^'Bcbert^  that'  ye  speke  of*,  is  not  seke."  bat  sekyrly  then 
wente  the  abVote  and  the  monke,  to  wete  how  Soberte^^faied,  and 
to  wete  Whetheie  Bobert'warseke^  and' whether  it  was  trew  or  ialee 
that  they'tfoydeo.  and  ais  tiiey  wentyn  oome  a  monke  rennyng*^  and 
tolde  the  abbote  that  Bobert  was  dede.  then  the  Abbote  tumyd 
a^gayne,  for  to  se  if  the  monkes  stodyn  still  there,  and  they  fownde 
hem  not  and  so  they  wentyr)  aH  to  Heuyn ;  for  it  is  written,  '*  he 
J^ot  prayeth  for  anothete,  laboreth  for  hym  self,  for  to  oome  to  the 
Uisse  of  henyii).''    to  the  which  bryng<  vs  Ihem  GHete  I    amen. 

[  LXVIL  ] 

(bow  A^  WOUAXr,  WHO  WAB  DAMKKD^   APPBABBD  TO  HHB^  BON.) 

A  woman  there  Wim  some  tyme,  that  had  ar  sone  by  here  hous^ 
bonde,  that  was  sette  to  pe  soole ;  and  when  he  was  of  age^ 
he  was  made  a  preste,  and  studied  to  lyve  religeoosly.  This 
Wyfe  had  conseytied  aft^rwaid  ijj;  sonys  in  a-voutery ;  and  when  the 
dnldiyni)  were  wftxen,  die  deyed.  then  the  fyrste  sone^  |>at  she  had 
hf  here  honsbond,  that  was  a  preste,  was  futt  besy  tot  to  pmy  the 
salnacion)  of  his  modyrs  soule,  and  songe  many  masses  for  here^ 
prayeng*  to  god  deuoutely,  that  he  myght  wete  how  his  modre  fitred. 
On  a  day  as  he  pmyde,  there  aperid  to  hym*  a  fonrme  of  a  woman; 
itb  #hose  hede  he  sawe  a  derkeflawme  rise  vp;  and  on  here  lippes 
£bd  on  here  tonge  he  sawe  an  horreble  tode  gnawe,  and^  sesid  not ; 
Iknd  f^  idre  tetis  he  sawe  hange  ^'.  serpentes,  sore  sookynge  hem ; 
Mi  the  slyr)  on)  here  back  was  drawen  downe  to  here  hammes,  and 
itajh&  eiHer  here,  aH  on  fyre.  then  seide  the  preste,  ^whafft  arte 
thoti,  in  the  name  of  godi**  she  amwerid,  and  seide,  **!  am  thy 
modyre ;  be-holde  and  se  to  what  paynes  I  am)  ptrtte  etMriastynglyy 
for  tiiy  Wynnes."  thetii  he  asked  here,  for  what  synnes  she  suHred 
thes  paynes  1  6he  seide,  "  I  am  tormentid  with  this  blew  fyre  on  my 
hede,  for  my  lecheroose  anonrement  of  myii)  heere,  and  ofer  amy 
flier  out;  in  my  lyppes  and  my  tonge,  for  wfck#d  and  yeyne  specheSL 
»  MS.  Ecbcrte.  »  leaf  66,  back. 
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and  lechexotiBe  kyasyogesi  I  soflESne  thes  todes  to  ficete;  on  my  Mis 
I  liaiie  thfis  y.  serpenteB  soakyng*  80  80ze^  that  me  thinketh  thiey 
aooke  oute  my  herte-blode»  for  I  gafe  8oake»  anc)  noiyahed  my  q. 
hoTB  Coppia;  anJ  my  biennynge  akynne  diawene  of,  anJ  folowyog* 
mye,  is  fox  my  laige  trayne  of  dothfiy  that  I  was  wonte  to  dmweaftin 
me,  while  I  leuyd  on  Erthe."  '*al  modre,"  he  aeide,  ''mowe  ye 
sot  be  aanycll "  ^no,"  she  aaide;  and  wente  a-way  from^  hia  sights. 


[LXYm.  ] 

(tHB  PUNISHID  of  ADULTSBIBK&) 

^  A  woman  there  was  some  tym  a-lyve,  that  was  a  bawde  be^wene 
/%  an  honabond-maD)  and  a-nothere  mannys  wife^  and  ofte  aitha 
■i  M  had  biooght  hem  to-gedre  in  the  synne  of  a-yoatery;  and 
oontenaed  many  a  day,  throw  help  of  this  bawde.  atte  kste  this 
womao^  that  was  bawde,  f elle  aeke^  and  ahold  deye.  ahe  thonght 
in  heie  herte^  how  ahe  had  ben  a  aynfnii  wiech,  and  was  aory  in 
heie  herte^  that  Eiur  she  had  offendid  god,  and  thonght  she  wolde 
amende  here,  as  holy  chiiche  wolde;  and  sente  for  here  Cnatore, 
and  was  shreuyn)^  and  toke  here  penaunce,  as  she  myght  for  the 
^yme,  and  was  in  wiUe  nen^r  to  tome  a-gayne  to  synne ;  and  wepte 
fHrte^  and  praiede  criste^  for  the  vertoe  of  hia  blessyd  passyon),  that 
he  wolde  haue  mercy  on  here,  and  also  for  the  prayere  of  his 
Ueseyd  modie^  and  ali  seyntes;  and  so  she  passyd  oute  of*  this 
worlds.  And  sone  after,  the  man)  and  the  woman)^  that  lyvedyo) 
in  synne,  deyedyxi)  with  oute  repentatmce.  This  womans  housbond 
pnude  faste  for  his  wife,  that  was  the  bawde,  that  god  wolde  shewe 
hym  how  his  wife  fared.  Afterworde  on)  a  uyghf ,  as  he  lay  in  hia 
bedde,  his  wife  aperid  to  hym)^  and  seide,  "housbond,  be  not 
ftifeide^  but  rise  vp,  and  go  with  me,  for  thou  shalte  se  mervayles." 
he  rose,  and  wente  with  here,  til  they  come  into  a  fayie  playne. 
then  ahe  seide,  ^  stond  here  stiH,  and  be  not  a-ferde,  for  thou  shalte 
bane  no  harme,  and  wisely  be-holde  what  thou  shalte  se.*'  then  she 
wente  a  litiii  way  from)  hym),  til  she  come  at  a  giete  stone,  that  had 
an  hole  in  the  myddes ;  and  as  she  stode  a-f ore  y^  stone,  sodenly  she 
was  a  longe  addre,  and  putte  here  hede  in  at  an  hole  in  the  myddya 
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of  y^  stone,  ande  Crepte  throwe ;  but  she  lefie  hire  hame  with  onto 
the  stone,  and  anone  she  stode  vp  a  fayie  woman),  and  sone  after 
oome  \j.  denyls  jellyng*,  and  brought jn)  a  Cawderoh)  fnH  of  hote 
wellyng*  bnsse,  and  sette  it  downe  be-syde  the  stone ;  and  after  hem 
came  othere  ^.  denylsi  Cryenge,  and  broughtyn)  a  man) ;  and  after 
hem)  Game  othere  ^j.  denyls,  with  grete  noyse,  and  broughtyn)  a 
woman),  than  the  \j.  deuyls  tokyii)  bothe  the  man  ande  the  woman) 
that  they  brought^  and  Caste  hem  into  a  Cawderon)  and  helde  heni) 
there,  tiH  the  fleshe  was  sothyn)  fto  the  bone,  then  they  tokyii) 
oute  the  bonys,  and  ^leyde  hem  beside  the  Cawderon);  And  anone 
they  were  made  man)  and  woman,  and  the  deuyls  caste  hem  in 
a^yne  into  the  Cawderon);  and  this  were  they  semed  many  a 
tyme.  and  then)  the  deuyls  wentyn  as  they  comyn)  thiddere.  the 
woman,  that  Crepte  throw  the  stone,  wente  a-gayne  to  hire 
housbonde,  and  seide,  ''Knewes  )k)u  ought  this  man)  and  this 
woman)  1**  he  seide,  ''yee,  they  were  oure  neghbores.**  ^sawe 
thou,**  she  saide,  ^what  payne  they  hadt**  he  saide,  ''yee,  an 
hideouse  payne.**  ''  this  peyne,"  she  seide  ^'shuH  they  haue  in  belle 
euer  more,  for  they  lyvedyn  in  avoutery,  and  amendid  hem  nought 
and  I  was  bawde  be-twene  hem,  and  brought  heme  to-gedre ;  and  I 
shuld  bane  bene  with  hem  in  the  Cawderon)  Euer,  had  I  nought 
amendid  me  in  my  lyfe,  with  contrtcioh),  confession).  And 
satisfacdoh),  as  I  myght,  be  the  mercy  of  god ;  and  crepte  throw 
the  stone,  and  lefte  my  hame  be-hynde  me."  The  stone  is  Criste ; 
the  hole  is  his  blessid  wounde  on  his  side ;  and  the  hame  is  my 
synnes,  that  I  lefte  behynde  me,  be  the  merite  of  Cristes  passioii) ; 
and  therfore  I  shiA  be  sauyd.  Go  thou  now  home,  and  be-warre  of 
synne,  and  amende  the,  for  thou  shalte  lyre  but  a  while ;  and  do 
aimesse  dedes  for  the  and  for  me."  then  the  housbond  wente  home, 
and  did  as  she  bade  hym ;  and  wiVi  in  shorte  tyme  after  he  deyede, 
and  wente  to  the  blisse. 

*  leaf  67  back. 
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.      [LXIX.] 

(how  a  rich   man  was   PUZII8HKD   FOB  BOBBING  A  POOB  WIDOW.) 

In  a  tyme  there  was  a  riche  mani^  lenyng*,  that  had  nyeh  good, 
and  many  bestes;  and  beside  hym  dwelled  a  poie  wedowc^ 
that  had  bat  ootd  Eatte  towB,  that  was  t^e-  «Bbstaiiee  of  hno 
lenyng^.  this  riche  man)  sawe  this  eowe  was.  layie^  and  fatte^  and 
likyng*  to  his  Eye.  Anone  he  bade  his  Bum  go  fedie  the  cowe^  and 
slo  here,  and  dight  here  to  his  mete^  his  man)  did  so ;  and  when 
his  maysUr  was  sette  to  mete,  and  ssmed  hym  therwitb,  Anona  the 
riehe  man  Cntte  a  mokseH  of  the  fleriie,  and  pnt  it  in  his  xaonthe^ 
and  wolde  haae  Etyn)  it;  and  alse  switbe  he  was  strangled  with  the 
same  morseH.  and  the  denyll'  was  redye,  and  had  hissonle  to  helle; 
for  the  prt>phete  seith,  wb  shatt  be  Bobbeis  and  jereis  of*  pote 
mennes  goodes,  for  they  diuH  to  hett,  aye  ^.there  to  dwelle,.bat  they 
amende  hem  or  they  deye.-  Here  men  may  se  what  perett  it  is  to  ba 
a  robbere'ot  others  m^mes  goodes !  Ac. 

[LSX  ] 

(how  INJUSnCB  TOWABDS  A  FOOB  MAN  WAS  FUNISHBD.) 

BEside  yorke  was  dwellyng*  a  Innoicr,  as  bede  teUeth,  that  had 
a  pore  man  to  his  n^bore,  that  had  a  close  lyeng*  by  the 
lorrotir,  that  he  wolde  gladly  haue.  ha  wente  to  this  pore 
man,  lor  to  byit  the  pore  man  seide,  he  wolde  not  selle  it,  for  he 
myght  not  for-go  it.  then  seide  the  lunoKr,  '^  syne  I  may  not  by 
it,  lete  it  me  to  ferme."  he  seide^  "sir,  I  wil  ne^  selle  it^  ne  lete 
it  to  ferme,  for  the  aiese  that  it  dothe  me."  The  Inrrotir  sawe. that 
he  myght  not  haue  the  close,  he  wente^  and  toke  his  owne  horse, 
and  prevely  pntt  hym  in  the  Close  of  the  pore  man ;  and  wente  and 
pmyde  ^.  of  his  neghbores  for  to  go  with  hym,  and  belpe  hym  for 
to  seke  his  horse,  when  they  had  walked  in  the  felde,  .they  ecmie 
bomewarde  by  the  close ;  and  the  lurrovr  loked,  and.  sawe  his  hors. 
and  seide,  "yondore  is  my  horse,  I  wene."  they  seide,  "yee." 
Than  they  wente  to  the  pore  mannys  house,  and  seide,  ''thou 
haste  stolne  this  mannys  horse."  he  seide,  "nay."  "yis,"  saide 
the  Iorro9/r,  thon  hastt'  gtolne  hym,  and  pntt  hym  in  thi  dose."    he 
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saide,  "naye,"  "yis,"  saide  the  lurroitr,  "come  anci  sc"  they 
wentyn,  and  foandyo)  the  hone  there,  than  seide  the  lurrour  to 
his  felawes,  '^take  hym  as  a  thefe."  they  did  as  he  bade;  and 
when  the  lostice  was  comyn),  he  oideyned  a  false  qneste,  and  made 
hym  to  be  hangede  on  the  galowes.  and  for  he  wolde  not  be 
suspecte,  ha  toke  his  hozse,  and  lode  onto  that  day,  and  a-Gayne 
Euyn)  he  come  by  the  galowes,  and  sawe  hym  hange  tliere.  "  It 
had  bexi)  better  for  the/'  he  saide,  '<  for  to  haue  had  fi  lyfe,  and  gone 
on  thy  fete."  than)  he  lode  to  hym,  to  ^e  galowes,  and  seid,  '4o ! 
it  thou  wolde  hane  lette  me  haue  hadde  thy  close,  thon  diuld  hane 
hade  thy  life,  and  gone  on  thy  fete."  then  he  rode  to  hym,  and 
drewe  oute  his  swerde,  and  smote  in  sondre  the  rope,  and  he  felle 
downe ;  and  be  ]>at  he  had  putt  vp  his  swerde,  the  dedman)  sterte 
vp,  and  toke  the  horse  by  the  brydifi.  and  the  lorronr  was  arferde, 
that  he  durste  not  skyppe  downe;  and  so  the  dedmaii)  ledde  hym  to 
towne,  and  into  the  chiitsh,  where  mych  folk  was,  atte  derige  of  a 
dedemao)  that  laye  on  the  here,  and  when)  ^he  with  the  rope 
a-boute  his  necke  and  the  lorronr  eomyiD  atte  here,  the  man  that 
was  hanged,  seide  to  the  dedman)  ^tr  laye  on  the  here,  **  rise  yp,  on 
goddis  behalfe,  and  gife  a  dome  betwene  this  man  and  me."  The 
dedman)  on  the  here  sette  hym^yp,  and  seide,  '^tiioo^  Inrrotir,  for 
thou  haste  wickidly  and  falsly  dond  this  man  to  be  hanged,  thou 
shalte  go  to  helle,  and  with  the  fende  tiiere  to  dwelle;  And  then 
that  was  hanged,  be  cause  thon  waried  and  Cursed  hym,  and 
desyrest^  for  to  haue  had  vengeamice  on)  hyin»  and  so  thou  deyeste 
oute  of  Charite,  thbu  shalte  go  to  helle  Also."'  And  when  he  had 
seide  this,  he  leid^  hym  downe  on  the  here  agi^e.  And  he  that 
was  hanged  felle  downe  dede  also.  And  the  lurrour  also  had  loste 
att  his  wittes,  and  sate  stitt  on  his  horse,  as  a  beste.  then  they  tokyn) 
hym  downe,  and  leyde  hym  oii)  a  bodde;  and  Bdne  after  he  deyed, 
and  wente  his  waye.  hete  men)  may  se  by  the  lurroifr,  what  peieli 
it  is  to  do  a  man)  to  dethe  for  his  good,  Msly.  Ako  men  may  se  by 
hym  that  was  hanged,  what  per^  it  is  to  Curse  and  banne,  and 
deye  out  of  charite,  and  not  gyfe  the  dome  to  god,  that  ean)  wisely 
deme,  and  wisely  rewarde,  &e. 
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[  Lxxr.  ] 

(how  a  man  who  had  oommittsd  incest  was  fabdoned.) 

PEre  was  a  pore  yonge  man,  and  weddid  a  pore  yonge  woman. 
this  pore  yonge  man),  swicli  litii^  good  as  be  had,  and  mygbt 
gete  of  bis  fiendes,  be  bon^t  and  solde,  and  wanne  fiwte ; 
for  be  bsd  bape  in  sH  thing*  that  he  bonght,  and  licbesse  of  tiie 
woilde  felle  fiiste  to  bym,  that  in  fewe  yens  be  was  a  licbe 
maichaonde.  this  man)  bad  by  bis  wyfe  a  sons  and  a  doDgbUr,  and 
noiysbed  hea^  wele,  and  axayed  hem  Gayle,  that  bis  n^bbores 
spaken)  tbexo^,  and  seydyn),  ''se  this  man)!  that  late  was  a  pore 
man),  how  nysely  [he]  arayes  bis  childryn) ! "  and  [he]  lette  hem  be 
togedre  in  oo  bedde,  so  longe,  that  bis  sister  was  with  childe,  and 
tolde  here  brotberei  then  was  be  sorye  and  she  bothe,  and  aeide^ 
**  it  onre  iadire  and  modire  wete  it,  we  shutt  be  shamed  for  £iier, 
and  att  oore  frendes."  then^  seide  the  brothere,  '*  I  can)  a  better 
wile,  for  we  shutt  go  priTelye  into  a  fern  contrey,  there  no  man) 
knowes  tb,  and  there  mow  we  dweUe^  witbontyn^  sklawndre."  and 
she  assented  here  to ;  and  [they]  tokyii)  with  hem  money,  and  wenta 
bei*  way  prirely.  And  when  they  bad  longe  walked  be  ^dyaerBO 
eontiees,  they  oomyn)  in  to  a  grete  foreste,  where  were  many  wilda 
bestes;  w[h}ere  this  woman  was  seke,  and  ney  childe  byrtb,  and 
seide,  *'  good  brothers,  lette  me  reste  a  while."  be  saide^  '^  nay,  we 
mowe  not  rests  now,  for  it  draweth  towaide  £uyn),  and  the  towne  is 
iism  hense."  "  f onothe,"  she  sayde,  **  I  may  no  f yrthw."  be  seide, 
**  what  wenys  thoo,  that  we  shuH  a-byde  here,  [for]  wilde  bestes  to 
deuoore  ts  t "  "  nay,"  she  sayde,  "  I  may  not  go."  be  saide,  **  bat 
i^  tboa  anse^  and  go  bense,  I  shaH  sle  tlie."  and  drewe  oote  bis 
swerde.  and  ^  woman,  what  f<Nr  payne  and  for  fere,  Anone  she 
was  delyoered  ot  a  fayre  sone.  he  se  she  wolde  not  aryssi  for  she 
myght  not ;  and  he  toke  his  swerde,  and  smote  here  throwe,  and 
alowe  here  and  the  childe  bothe.  and  when  be  bad  dcme,  be  wente 
bis  wave,  and  kfte  hem  there  dede  ;  and  by  Eayn^  be  come  to  the 
Cite,  and  on  tjie  tothere  day  be  wente  and  fastcnyd  hym  with  a 
nche  man,  a  marcliande ;  and  when  he  had  dw^ed  there  a  while 
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with  hym,  the  xnarchandiae  grewe  faste  to  hym ;  And  the  marchaude 
toke  hym  a  sertayne  marchandise,  for  to  assay  how  he  couthe  do. 
he  wente,  ande  Cha&red  faste,  and  waune  mekille,  for  he  waa 
happy,  and  wanne  faste ;  and  with  in  fewe  yeres  his  mayster  deyed. 
The  wyfe  sawe  that  this  man  was  happy,  and  wanne  faste,  and 
though te,  that  it^  were  good  for  here  to  take  hym  to  here 
housebonde,  and  did  «o ;  and  with  in  a  teii)  yere  or  twelf e  he  was 
waxen  tl»e  ridieste  marchande  of  all  the  contree.  Aftrewarde  he 
felle  seke,  and  shuld  deye,  as^  Euery  man  shall ;  and  as  ho  laye  in 
his  bedde,  he  Called  his  wyfe  to  hym,  and  seido,  **  stoke  faste  the 
dore,  and  lette  no  man)  Come  to  me,  and  namely  of*  holy  kyrke,  for 
I  shall  deye  fali  aone,  and  go  to  helle."  ''Alas,  sir,"  she  seide, 
''  why  say  ye  so  t  haae  mynde  on)  Ihe^o,  and  on  his  pasyosn),  and 
that  is  snfficiente  remedie  argayne  aH  synno ;  and  shryve  you,  and 
aske  god  mercj^  and  so  ye  shall  be  saufe.**  he  soide,  "  holde  thj 
pease,  for  it  is  nought*  that  thou  sayeste ;  for  I  shaH  go  to  helle, 
there  is  no  nothere  way."  she  wepte,  and  was  right  sorie;  and 
wente  to  a  good  preste,  that  was  a  piechour^  and  tolde  hym  how 
here  honshonde  had  seide  be  ahuld  go  to  belle.  "£e  of  good 
comforte,**  be  seide,  "  for  I  sbaH  come  and  speke  with  byni)/'  she 
wente  home ;  and  be  come  sone  aftire,  as  he  bad  bene  a  marchande. 
when  the  soke  man  sawe  hym,  be  aeide,  "what  arte  thou?"  he 
seide,  '^  I  am  a  marchande,  and  baue  marchandise  that  is  profitable 
for  the."  when  he  berde  that*,  'be  sete  hym  on  bis  bedde,  an<l 
aeide,  "  if  tkou  come  for  no  no^  thing*,  thou  arte  welcome."  the 
preste  seide,  "  my  marchandise  is  this.  I  baue  bene  a  prcste  this 
fourty  wynter  and  more,  and  bane  fastid,  waked,  and  prayde,  gone 
on  pilgremage,  and  pvechtd;  and  by  the  mercy  of  god  I  baue 
tornyd  many  soules  to  god.  now  telle  thy  chaffare,  for,  as  I  weu«^, 
thou  haste  many  synnes ;  and  the  moste  thou  baste,  and  the  grett^ 
they  be,  the  more  wynnyng*  to  me."  Thought  this  soke  man),  "  that 
were  for  me  a  good  chaunge  1  **  and  tolde  hym  aH  his  synnee,  fro 
tlie  begynnyng*  vnto  that  tyme,  with  grete  repentaunce,  and  sorowe 
of  berte.  then  the  preste  assoyled  hym),  and  bade  byni)  baue  fuH 
iniste  in  oure  lorde,  for  to  be  saayd ;  for  be  wolde  save  all  that  wil 
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aske  mercy,  if  they  wolde  forsake  here  synne,  and  do  as  holy  chiicha 
commaunditL  sone  afker  this  man  deyedf,  and  was  beried ;  and  in 
his  beiyengi  a  voice  seide,  *'  syn  crtiste  deyedf^  was  neoer  soule  so  slely 
wonne  and  sanyd,  Uessyd  be  gode  I " 

[  LXXIL  ] 
(of  a  bepbntant  harlot.) 

SOme  tyme  there  was  a  man  in  spayne,  that  had  be  his  wyfe  a 
fayre  donghtar^  and  no  moo  ehildryn);  wherfore  he  lonyd  it 
mekiHy  And  cheryahed  it  afterward,  when  she  was  of  xiiijj*^. 
or  fif  tene  yere  of  age,  the  denyii,  that  is  Enemye  to  mankynde,  that 
perceyaed,  that  he  lonyd  wele  this  childe,  and  temptid  hym  to  do 
fleshly  synne  with  his  donghter.  Atte  laste  he  brought  hem)  bothe 
to-gedre  to  the  dede  of  synne,  and  fullfiUed  it  in  dede ;  and  than 
alterwarde  sh6  was  with  childe.  and  when  the  modre  wiste  it^  she 
asldd  whose  it  was;  but  she  wolde  not  tett  here,  llie  modiie 
thratte  hire;  and  seide,  she  shuld  a-bye,  but  she  tolde  hire,  she 
nolde  not  Then  the  modire  pleasid  here,  and  gafe  her  good 
drynke,  and  made  here  merye ;  and  when)  she  was  wele  merie,  she 
asldd  who  was  the  fedire  1  she  seide,  "  my  fadire.**  *'  thy  Fadire  !"* 
she  sayde,  **  ouie  on  the,  stronge  strompette  I  were  thou  delyuered, 
thou  shuldyste  neuer  dwelle  in  my  house  lengere.  goddis  Curse 
haue  thou,  and  myne ! "  and  wit^  in  few  dayes  after  she  was 
delyuered  of  a  fayre  knave  childe.  and  that  tyme  the  fadir  was 
oute.  and  alse  sone  as  she  was  oute  of  here  bedde,  she  toke  the 
childe,  and  wrothe  in  sondre  the  necke,  and  wente,  and  beried  it  in 
the  dunge-hille.  sone  after  that,  the  fadir  come  home,  and  asked, 
whethere  it  wt9re  a  man)  or  a  woman)  ?  he  seide,  "  lette  me  se  it^." 
she  seide,  ^''it  is  dede. **  he  askyd,  "how)"  she  seide,  "I  haue 
slayne  it,  and  beryed  it  in  the  donge-hiUe.  «  alas  I "  he  saide,  "  that 
Euer  thou  was  borne,  thoughe  thou  and  I  be  synfuH  wrechis,  the 
childe  myght  haue  bene  a  seynte  in  heuyn),  and  now  it  is  loste  for 
Euerl  alas  the  while!"  The  modire  Cursed  and  waried  the 
doughtere  ofte  sithes.  for  here  folye.  the  doughter  sawe  she  myght 
not  be  in  pease,  and  on  a  nyght  she  slowe  hire  modire,  for  she 
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thought  the  bett^  to  be  in  pease,  and  on  the  morowe,  irhen)  the 
fadre  wyst^  that  she  'haci  slayne  her  modre,  he  was  a  sorye  man), 
and  seide^  '*a}  thou  Conydwieohe)  go  oute  of  my  house,  for  thou 
shatt  neoar  a-byde  with  me  more;'*  she  sawe  that  she  was  forsakyn) 
of  here  ftdere,  ami  at  £uyid,  when)  here  fiadce  was  in  bedde  on  slepe, 
^e  toke  an  axe,  and  kyUed  here-  fadre.  and  whan)  she  had  this 
done,  she  toke  what  she  wo]de,  and  wente  to  a  Cite,  into  a-nothere 
iSontre^;  and  there  she  was^a  Gomyn)  woman),  and  toke  atf  that 
woide  come,  lihtt  refiPdsed  Bene,  sionke  ne  Fieie,  Gierke  ne  lewds 
ouui),  she  was  so  oomyn^  that  Eu«ry  man  that  knewe  here,  lothed 
here  company,  she  sawe  that,  and  wente  to  anothere  Cite,  and 
there  she  was  as  Comyn)  as  she  was  in  the  tothere  Cite,  atte  histe, 
Old  a  day  as  she  wente  in  the  strete,  she  sawe  raych  folke  go  into  a 
chirche.  thought  she,  "I  wil  go  wete  what  this  folke  do  there.** 
and  wente  here  into  the  chirche,  and  sette  here  downe,  as  others 
diddeh).  'sono  aft^  come  a  persone  into  the  pullpite,  and  prechid; 
and  his  seriAcme  was  mydi  of<  the  mcircy  of  god,  and  seide,  though 
a  mat))  ot  a  woman  had  done  as  mych  synne  as  tXt  men)  had  done, 
and  ^kj  had  soUo^iKe  in  hate  for  theyre  synnes,  and  woide  amende 
hem),  and  ieue  hen  synnes,  god  of  his  gretQ  mercy  woide  for-gyve 
hend  alt  here  Wynnes.  This  woman^  was  right  sorye,  and  wepte  faste, 
and  thought  she  woide  leue  her  synne,  and  be  shreyyn;  and 
longe  she  thought  tiU  the  sermone  were  done.  «nd  when  it  was 
done,  she  #ente  to  the'  preehoure,  and  prayde  hym,  for  the  loue  of 
god,  to  here  a  synfutt  wreche.  he  wente,  and  herde  here  life;  and 
when  he  had  herde  here,  he  was  astonyede  in  hym  self*,  what 
penaunce '  that  he  myght^  gyre  here,  for  here  synnes  were  so  grete. 
^sir,"  she  seide,  '^why  do  ye  so,  that  ye  tary,  and  gife  mo  no 
J^naunoe  1  my  herte  is  gretly  tormented  for  sorowe.**  "  doughter," 
he  seide,  *^be  not*  ^Srferde,  for  thou  shaite  fare  right  wele.  go  to 
yondere  autere,  and  knele  downs  be^fore  oure  ladie,  and  pray  here 
hertly  and  deuotttely,  that  she  woide  be  goode  mesne  to  here  sons ; 
for  she  is  aH  weye  modre  of  mercy,  andremedie  for  to  helpe.  and 
than  shall  I  telle  the  what  thou  shall  do.''  she  wente,  and  did  as 
he  bade  here,    he  wente  in  the  meane  tyme  to  take  cownsaylle, 
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what  penaunce  be  myght  gyre  here,  she  in  the  meane  tyme  pnide 
80  hertelj,  and  with  so  mych  sorowe,  that  hire  herte  biaste ;  anJ 
[she]  deyedf.  and  the  confeasoure  come  a-gayne,  and  fownde  here 
dede.  then  he  wente,  and  aorewed,  and  made  grete  mone ;  and 
askid  god  m^rcy  of  his  necligence,  that  he  gafe  here  no  penaunce. 
Then  he  herde  a  voice  in  ^  Eyre,  sayeng*  to  hym  thus,  "  Be  the 
grete  mercy  of  lesa  Criste,  and  piayere  of  hya  bleasyd  modre,  and 
the  grete  sorowe  that  she  had  for  here  aynnes,  she  is  right  wele,  and 
aittes  foH  hye  in  henyo)  bHsse,  and  is  as  white  as  lille  floore,  and  as 
bryght  as  any  golde  in  goddis  sight ;  therf ore  pny  not  for  here,  bat 
prey  here  to  prey  for  the^  and  for  a&  that  bene  in  dedly  synne,  that 
ye  mow  be  aH  in  blisse  that  she  is  in." 

[  LXXTTL  ] 

(how  a  man  SSOAPKD  THS  DBVIL  BT  FlHiTaKOB.) 

Asolitarie  man)  wente  onys  by  the  waye ;  and  as  he  wente,  he 
thought  to  do  a  synne,  tfnd  Imagenyd  in  his  herte  there  on), 
and  when  he  come  vndre  a  wode  side,  with  thinkyng*  of  the 
i(ynn)y  he  sawe  sittyng*  vndre  a  tree  a  f ende,  fiute  wxytyng*.  he 
wente  to  hym),  to  wete  wat  he  wrote,  and  seide,  *'  what  does  thod  t  * 
The  Deuyfi  seide, ''  I  write  thy  synnes,  and  thy  foule  thoughtes,  that 
thou  haste  in  thyn)  herte  with  delite  and  assentyng*."  when  he  had 
herde  this,  he  was  sorye  and  contrite,  and  turned  his  back  to  the 
f ende  a  litiH  while ;  and  for  his  synnes  he  wepte  faste^  and  with 
sorof  uH  herte  he  knoked  on  his  breste.  than  he  turned  hym  agayne 
to  the  fende,  and  asked  hym,  what  he  couthe  saye  of  his  synnes, 
that  he  wrote.  ])eii)  the  fende  loked  od)  his  boke,  and  saide,  *'  alas  1 
alas  1  a  litiH  bote  watiro  bathe  washed  a-waye  a&  that  I  haue  in  my 
boke  of  the  written)  this  day  I  **  then  the  fende  with  mych  sorowe 
vanyshed  a-waye,  and  the  good  man  wente  home  to  his  selle  a-gayne, 
and  was  more  wan'  of  Euytt  thoughtes.  thus^  the  good  man  begiled 
the  deuyH  with  contnciou),  and  wit^  wepyng^,  that  wolde  haue 
brought  hym)  to  belle,  on  the  same  wise  ^it  is  good  for  vs  to  do 
a-waye  core  synnes  with  cotttncion),  and  wepyng*,  and  confessioii), 
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when)  we  may  come  therto,  and  so  to  scape  helle,  and  come  to  fe 
blisse,  ^  which  is  etematt. 

[  LXXIV.  ] 

(HOW  A  woman's  hand  WAS  OLIABXO  FROM  THE  STAINS  OF  BLOOD.) 

PEre  was  a  woman  some  tyme  lenyng*,  ^ot  of te  was  shrenyn  at* 
here  synnes,  safe  of  ooh)  of  here  synnes  that  she  had  done  in 
here  yonge  age,  that  she  doiste  nener  telle  to  no  preste,  for 
shame ;  bnt  she  went  on  pilgremage,  and  fiisted  and  grete  penaonce 
did.  On  a  nyght^  as  she  lay  in  her  bedde,  she  had  a  dreme  slepyng*. 
she  thought  that  she  sawe  leim  Criste  come  to  here,  and  seide,  '*  se 
my  woundes,  that  I  suffred  for  the,  and  put  thy  handes  in  my  syde, 
and  fele  my  herte,  that  was  Clouen)  with  a  spere  for  the ;  for  it  shiA 
stonde  the  in  litiH  profite,  but  if  thou  shewe  thy  privey  synne,  that 
thou  kepiste  in  thyn  herte."  She  a-woke,  and  was  a-feide ;  and  on 
morowe  she  loked  on  here  hande,  and  [it]  was  atf  blody,  that  no 
hote  watyre  ne  conthe,  ne  no  nothere  licoure  myght  washe  it  a-waye. 
She  was  sory,  and  wente  to  a  good  presto,  that  she  knewe,  that  same 
day,  and  tolde  hym  that  dreme,  and  the  synne  also^  and  how  longe 
die  was  and  had  lyen  there  in.  and  when  she  was  assoyled,  and 
had  take  here  penaunce,  Anone  the  blode  was  a-waye  from)  here 
hande,  be  shewyng*  of  here  synne.  And  eu^r  more  after  kepte  here 
cute  of  dedly  synne,  while  that  she  leuyd,  and  did  many  good 
dedes;  and  afterwarde  wente  to  blisse,  where  lua  Cn'ste  brynge 
vs  for  ^  worthynesse  of  his  blessyd  passion)  1 

[LXXV   ] 

(of  the  NIOnSITT  OF  CONFESSION.) 

A  woman)  there  was  on  a  tyme,  that  wente  to  fe  Crucifix,  and 
wolde  haue  kyssed  his  fete ;  and  the  crucifix  drewe  a-way 
his  fete,  and  seide,  ''go  fironi)  me,  for  thou  arte  not  worthy  to 
kysse  my  fete,  for  the  synne  thou  beres  in  thyn)  herte,  for  shame,  and 
longe  haste  done."  Then  the  woman)  wepyng*  seide,  "  lorde,  helpe 
me ! "  then  the  Gmcifixe  seide, ''  go  as  sone  as  thou  mayste,  and 
be  shreuyh) ;  and  then  thou  shalte  be  saufe,  withoutyii)  any  fayle." 
Amen. 
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'  »    [  LXXVL  \ 
(a  vision  of  mabt  magdalbnb.) 

PEre  was  a  womaii)  that  f astid  biede  and  water  on  seynte  marie 
Magdaleyns  £uyn),  to  wham)  seynte  marie  Magdalene  appeikl 
in  here  ^lepe^  and  seide,  that  she  shnld  hane  no  merite  at 
here  &8tyng«,  tiH  she  were  confessid  of  here  synne,  of  so  longe  thst 
she  oonsiled, — "  for  thy  fastyng*  nethere  pleasith  Criste  ne  me,  while 
thou  kepiste  ^it  stille."  Then)  she  wente,  and  shrove  here,  and  did 
penaunoe^  and  was  sauyd.  blessed  be  aH  myghty  god,  and  that 
Uessyd  lady  marie  magdaleyne !    Amen,  &c. 

[  Lxxvn.  ] 

,     (of  THB  PENITXKOB  OF  A  WOMAN  WHO  HAD  OOlOflTTSD  THBKB 

MURDERS.) 

PEre  was  a  .b^rQun),  that  had  a  fayre  doughtere  to  marie,  the 
which,  ja  fayre  knyght  wolde  haue  weddid,  if*  she  wolde 
haue  assei^tid  therto.  A  prince  also,  that  was  a  grete 
lorde,  wolde  haue  here  to  wife,  she  louyd  more  the  knyght  for 
his  fayreneiise  .then  she  did  the  prince.  Atte  laste^  by-  consente 
of  the  fadir,  the  prince  gafe  feithe  to  );e  maydyn),  to  haue  here 
to  wife;  and  couenaunte  was  made  pnVely  be-twene  hym  and 
the  maydeh),  that  he  shuld  come  to  here  in  an)  Erbore,  pryvely 
be-twene  hym  sjad,  the  maydyn),  that  she  shuld  come  this,  and  he 
wolde  mete  with  here  iu  an  Erbere  prively.  The  prince  rode  hom- 
warde,  and  mette  the  knyght,  that  he  louyd  mekylle,  and  seide 
prively  to  the  knyght,  how  he  shuld  wedde  the  maydyh),  and  how 
he  shuld  go  that  nyght  into  ]}e  Erbere.  The  knyght  seide,  as 
cownseylyng*,  "  god  f orbede,  sir,  that  on  suche  wise  on  nyghte^  tyme 
that  ye  shuld  go  for  swich  a  cause,  syn)  ye  are  sekere  of  here."  The 
prince  wolde  do  by  cownsayle,  and  saide,  forsothe  he  wolde  not 
oome  there,  when  the  prince  was  gone,  the  knyght  wente  to  the 
forseide  Erbere ;  and  anone  the  maydyn)  Come  to  hym).  Anone  the 
knyght  kyssed  here,  and  knewe  here  fleshly,  and  seide  to  the 
maydyn,  "  I  ame  the  knyght,  that  wolde  haue  had  the  to  wife.''  and. 
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when  she  wyste  this,  she  soiowed  wondeire  gretly'.    ^&  irkak  the 
knjght  slepte  by  here^  she  toke  his  knyfe,  and  Cntte  his  throta 
asondre.   than)  she  wente  to  a  stronge  Ribalde,  that  was  in  here  &der 
sendee,  and  piayde  hym)  to  here  the  body  of  the  knyght  to  a  depe 
watire  welle.    he  gronnted,  with  this  Conenatmtey  so  that  he  myg^t 
knowe  here  flesly.    with  this  Cou^tiattnte  Imt  bM  the  'body  of  this 
knyght  on  his  back ;   and  she  slely  with  his  gyrdiH  bownde  the 
body  of  the  knyght  to  the  body  of  the  Eybalde,  and  wente  with 
hym)  to  the  pitte ;  and  she  etode  be-hynde^  ahd  piitte  bothe  into  the 
pitte^  and  drownyd  the  Eybalde,    then  the  maydyii)  wente  home, 
and  come  sone  after  the  prince,  and  weddid  the  maydyid ;  aaO  wheid 
nyght  come,  and  they  shold  go  to  bedde,  the  wife^  tiuit  knewe  here 
selfe  compte  of  the  knyght,  wolde  not  go  into  the  bedde  to  4be  prince^ 
bat  bade  oon)  of  here  maydyns  go  into  the  bedde  to  the  pirinoe.  And 
anone  as  she  was  comyn)  into  the  ^  bedde,  he  knewe  here  fleshly,  and 
afterward  slepte.    then  come  ^  wyfe  to  the  bbdde^  he'slepyng*,  and 
bade  the  damys^  rise  vppe.    she  wolde  not ;  therlbre  the  wife  seile 
the  Chambre  on  fyre,  and  brente  the  domyseH,  and  toke  away  here 
housband.   and  so  pia  lady  did  thre  grevonse  synnee ;  she  slowe  the 
knyght,  and  drownyd  the  Ribalde,  and  brente  the  damyisefi.    Aftsr- 
warde  she  was  sorye  for  here  syimee,  and  wente>  and  was  shrenyn)  to 
an  holy  man),  and  toke  penaonce,  that  Euery  friday  that  she  sholde 
were  the  heyeei^,  and  £te  brede,  and  watsr,  and  Euery  friday  fede 
ziij.  pore  men ;  and  this  she  did  longe  tyme.   Aftyrwarde  jdie  wolde 
haue  more  sharpe  penaonce,  and  was  a-knowei  att  here  synnes  to  a 
wicked  preste,  that  when  he  had  herde  att  here  confession),  seide, 
Ttterly  bnt  it  he  myght  knowe  here  fleshly,  he  ifnl  telle  atf  to  here 
hoosbond.   and  for  she  wolde  not  consente  therto,  the  wicked  preste 
tolde  an  to  here  housbonde,  and  tolde  hym  here  penannoe,  how  oh) 
Fryday  she  ware  the  hayre,  and  faSted  brede  i^nd- watire^  and  fedde 
xiij.  pore  meii).     when  the  hoosbond  come  home,  he  was  right 
WTOthe,  and  Called  here  bore  and  strompet*;  and  rente  here  clothes, 
for  to  se  the  heyre,  and  he  fownde  a  fayre  white  smok  ;  and  in  mete^ 
when  she  Ete  bot  brede  and  watir,  he  assayed  of  the  brede,  and  hym 
thooght  he  had  neoer  Etyne  so  delectable  brede ;  Also  he  dranke  of 
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the  watir,  and  semyj  to  hym  the  beste  wyne  that  Etier  he  dranke ; 
and  the  xig.  pore  men)  hym  thought  it  were  xi^'.  aongells.  he  aaked 
of  his  wyfe  how  this  wast  She  answerid,  and  seide, ''  it  is  goddis 
wille."  and  afterwaide  they  lyvedyn)  to-gedre  holylye.  it  is  a  good 
tale,  and  a  merade  for  hem  that  han)  ben)  synners^  that  deuoutly 
taken)  penannce,  and  done  it  in  dede.    Amen,  &c. 

[  LXXVm.  J 

(how  a  XUBDEBBB  was  DBTEGTliD  BT   A   DOG.) 

Charlys,  kyng*  of  fraonce,  weddid  a  wyfe,  sible,  the  doaghtar  of 
the  £mperottr  coetantyne  the  noble,  ]»at  was  a  woman)  moete 
fajrre,  and  wise  in  good  werkes,  wele  Enfourmyd,  and  deuoute 
in  the  semice  of  god  and  of  seynte  marie.  It^  felle  on)  a  day,  that 
the  kyng*  made  a  grete  feste  with  his  barouns ;  and  while  they  were 
there  atte  mete,  Entred  a  dwerfe  of  a  litifi  stature,  hanyng*  a  grete 
hade  and  bely,  smaH  £yen,  and  a  hose  in  his  back,  and  Crokid  fete, 
and  blak  fleshe,  and  fuH  of  aH  diformyte.  he  thus  livedo^  in  the 
a^mice  of  the  kyng<.  It  happenyd,  that  the  kyng*  wento  to  the  wode 
an  huntyng*,  and  a  knyght  lafte  at  home,  that  was  called  macharie, 
that  brente  'in  the  loue  of  the  queen) ;  and  for  he  myght  not  haue  hia 
wiUe  on  no  wise,  he  cownseyled  the  dwarfe,  that  he  shuld  go  into  the 
queenes  Chambre ;  and  wheii)  he  sawe  here  alone,  he  shuld  know  here 
fleshly,  the  dwarfe,  that  wreche,  wente  into  the  Chambre  of  the 
queen) ;  and  when)  he  sawe  here  alone,  the  queen)  be-helde  what  he 
wolde  do,  and  smote  hym  with  here  fyste,  so  that  she  brake  thre  of 
his  tethe.  pe  kyng*  come  home,  and  asked  who  had  smytten)  the 
dwarfe  t  he  seide,  ^'  I  wente  on  the  greces,  and  felle,  and  brake  my 
tethe."  On  the  next  nyght  aft^,  the  kyng*  herde  the  beUys  rynge  to 
matyns ;  and  wente  to  the  kyrke.  sone  af t^r,  the  dwarfe  wente 
prively  in  to  the  Chambre  of  the  queen,  that  slepte ;  and  wente  into 
the  bedde ;  and  while  he  thought  what  he  shuld  do,  he  be-gan)  to 
slepe,  and  so  they  slepte  bothe,  tiH  it  was  light  day.  The  kyng* 
come  fiom  the  kyrke,  and  fownde  hem  bothe  slepyng*.  Anone  he 
called  his  barouns,  to  come  to  se  this  dede.  the  kyng*  seide,  ^  I 
wolde  not  that  this  had  fallen)  for  all  my  reawme ! "  he  askid  of  the 
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dwaxfe,  how  he  wente  Iii)f  and  he  seide,  atte  biddyng*  of  the  qneeDll^ 
and  seide  fake.  Then)  the  kyng*  sware,  that  they  shnld  be  bothe 
brente.  The  day  was  ordeyned,  and  the  queen)  was  bron^t  in  here 
smok  alone  to  the  fyre;  and  she  toke  the  kyng*  by  the  legges,  and 
askid  mercy  and  lone,  for  she  was  with  childe.  Anone  duke  naymea, 
Roulonde,  ande  Olyu^,  Ogere^,  Denys^  and  othere  comyn  to  the 
kyng*,  prayeng*  for  the  queen),  sayeng,  that  it  shuld  not  be  be-fore 
the  byrthe  of  the  childe,  for  all  the  worlde,  brenne  here.  The  kynge 
herde  hem),  and  graunted  hem)  here  aakyng* ;  and  oommaunded,  that 
the  dwarfe  shuld  be  brought  forthe,  for  to  be  brente.  and  when 
the  dwarfe  was  brought,  yette  the  kyng*  asked  hyfii,  how  he  duiste 
Entere  the  Chambre  of  the  queen)  f  he  answerid  as  he  did  before^ 
falsly,  that  he  did  it  atte  byddyng*  of  the  queen).  The  kyng*  bade 
putte  hym  in  the  fyre ;  And  anone  as  he  had  yoldyn)  the  sperite,  the 
kyng*  sawe  the  deuyH  bare  away  his  soule  to  belle,  then  he  was  fuH 
of  sorowe,  and  commaundid  fe  queen)  to  be  putt  oute  of  the  reawme^ 
with  oute  any  delaye ;  and  gafe  here  an  asse  to  ride  on),  and  a  noUe 
barouD),  whose  name  was  Aubry  of  Muitdider,  on  whome  he  trusted 
wele,  to  lede  here  throwe  the  grete  wode.  and  that  Aubry  wente  with 
the  queen),  and.  in  the  wode,  be-syde  a  welle,  the  knyght  'Aubrj 
made  the  queen)  light  downe,  and  Ete  and  diynke.  sone  aftir  oome 
Macharie,  the  traytoure,  armyd,  and  wold  confotmde  the  queen); 
and  anone  she  prayde  Aubry  to  defende  here.  And  for  he  wolde 
[not]  frely  delyuer  the  queen)  to  macharie,  Macharie  began  to  fyght 
with  aubry,  the  knyght  that  ledde  the  queen),  and  smote  of  his  hede. 
and  while  they  foughten),  the  queen)  rode  in  to  the  wode  alone  the 
space  of  iij.  leges,  and  there  she  mette  oon)  whos  name  was  warkere, 
a  mych  man),  and  a  right  myghty ;  and  anone  he  seide  to  the  queen)^ 
"  o  !  woman),  thou  arte  right  fayre,  thou  shalte  be  my  loue ;  f or  I 
sawe  nou6r  a  fayrere ;  thou  arte  like  the  queen)  of  fraunoe,  that  onie 
kyng*  commaundid  to  be  brente.**  she  saide,  "  brothere,  I  am)  queeii)." 
and  toldo  hym)  how  aH  thing*  was  done,  and  prayde  hym)  to  defende 
here,  and  she  shuld  make  hym  riche.  This  warkere  anone  seide^ 
that  he  shulde  deffende  here  with  strength  of  hande  argaynes  att. 
and  80  he  lafte  his  wyfe  and  his  childryn),  and  ladde  here  to  the 
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liaaae  of  here  hden;  audi  tibflie  she  badd  ehilde;  audi  afkanraids 
•hewentetothe  oourte  of  Borne,  f or  to  haoe  hidpe ;  and  thioe  a-bod» 
goddit  ionde.  And  the  giewhonde  of  aabry  luui  kepto  iig.  dayea  tlia 
dede  body  of  bk  maysttfr  ftom)  briddea  and  beatea.  tbe  iig.  day  te 
boDgexe  be  xoae,  and  laibio  to'lMtfya^;  b#fote  tbe  kyngv  wbile  be  aala 
atte  mete;  and*  b>kod  aH  arbonte,  and  aawe  macharie^  tbe  kny^ 
tbatalowe bia mayater.  bedrewe bymfrondtbe borde to theErtlfl^ 
and  bote  bynd  Enyfij  Atte  kate  be  toke  a  lofe  in  lua  monl&'fbfr 
boogeie,'  and  name  tbrow.aH  to  tbe  wode,  fer  to  kepe  bia  wmp^tr. 
Thie<  aeeonde  day  be  Come  on)  tbe  aame  iriae.  Tbe  fbnd  day^ 
frendeao^  maobarie  otdeyned  bim  atavea,  for  to  ale  the  greWbonnde'; 
and  aft^rwarde  anone^  aa  be  was  wonte,  tbe  grewboimd  for  'boogem 
eotte'vnto  tbe  kyngea  bouae  The  v^.  day  for  bia  metis,  while  <he 
kyng  aate  atte*  TdiiUe,  The  fiendea  of  macharie  xyaeii)^  andf  woiUto 
baue  alayne  tbe  giewhounde.  Theid  the  duke  naymea  toko  tli6 
gMwhonde  by  the  neok,.  and  defended  hem  on  the  kyngea  beJialfe^ 
that  no  maid  ahnld  do  no  banne ;  and  be  the  tokena  of  the  greW- 
hocmde  anone  be-fore  aH  aeide,  that  macharie  bad  alayne  aubij. 
Anotbara  aeide,  that  be  wolde  defende  hym  with  bia  body.  llMh 
the*  kynge  eommaondid,  that  the  grewboimde  lihnld  honeally  b^ 
kepte,- and  toke  cownaaylle  of  this  thinge.  The  duke  naymea  fldde 
fbr'Cownaayle^  thaf  ^the  grewhounde  shold  go  where  he  wolde,  and 
that  the  kyng*  and  othere  shold  folowe  hym);  and  this  was  donei 
then  the  grewhotcnde  wente  be-fore  the  kyng*  to  the  wode  where  bia 
maysttfr  laye  dede,  and  made  myche  sorowe,  lickyng*  his  womidel 
with  his  tonge^  Uien  the  kyng*  was  sorie,  and  made  bis  body  to  be 
borne  to  paryse^  and  there  worshipfolly  to  be  beryed.  After  tbat^ 
the  dnke  naymea  gafe  cownseylle,  that^  macharie  shold  feg^t  with 
the  grewhonde,  and  he  sholde  baoe  a  staffe  to  defiende  bynd  with,  a 
fote  longe  and  an  halfe ;  and  if  he  oo^recome  hym,  be  ahold  be 
conoyote  as  to  the  dethe.  aH  they  perseyoed  this  cownsaylle,  and 
aooepte  it.  the  day  was  sette  to  feghte,  in  the  presence  of  the  kyng*. 
this  Goised  macharie  with  his  staffe  come  to  the  medowe.  the  doke 
naymea  toke  the  grewhotmde,  and  lete  hym  go,  sayeng*,  ''  in  tbe 
name  -of  god  and  seynte  marie,  the  blessid  Tii^gine,  go,  and  yenge  the 
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dethe  of  thy  mayster ! "  Anone  the  grewhonde  toke  hym  by  the 
hande,  and  grevously  bote  hym);  and  than  toke  the  stafe  in  his 
mouthe,  and  drew  niach^rie  to  the  Erthe,  and  helde  hym  so  myghtely 
in  the  thiote  with  his  tethe,  that  macharie  Cried  with  an  highe  voice, 
mercy !  mercy !  the  grewhounde  was  take  fh>i&)  hym) ;  and  than 
bo-fore  the  kyng*,  he  was  aknowe  of  the  tronthe,  how  he  wolde  bane 
knowe  the  queen)  fleshly,  and  myght  not,  and  how  he  stirred  and 
bade  the  dwarf e  how  he  shold  go  into  ^  qneenes  Chambto,  for  to 
confownde  here,  and  she  smote  onte  his  tethe  with  here  fyste.-*-* 
After  that  I  bade  hym)  wayte,  when  the  kyng*  were  rysei]),  «nd  she 
in  bedde,  that  he  shuld  go  into  bedde  to  here ;  But  ikfterwaid  he 
tolde  me,  he  felle  on  slepe  Anone  while  he  thought  how  he  «hnkl 
done,  and  so  he  touohid  here  not."  Also  he  tolde  how  hefolowed 
the  queene,  for  to  bane  had  here,  and  how6  he  slowe  Aubry,  the 
knyght,  in  the  wode,  for  he  wolde  not  soffei^  hym)  <to  haue  hb^, 
when)  this  was  herde,  The  Kyng«  bade  that  macharie  shuld  be  tak% 
and  Galaren),  his  Gousyh),  and  other'  traytours ;  tod  made  hem  to 
be  drawexi)  tiirowe  the  Cite,  and  also  to  be  brente.  when  this  was 
done,  the  grewhounde  lay  thre  dayes  atte  towmbe  of  his  maystsr,  wii/Si 
outyn)  mete,  and  then)  he  deyed.  and  the  kyng*  madi^  hytn)  to  be 
beryed  with  oute  the  kyrke  yerde,  a-gayne  his  mayster.  •  Afberwoide 
the  kyng*  made  men)  to  seke  the  queen),  and  to  be  brought  hooie 
agayne,  if*  she  myght  be  fowndyn)  at  rome.  than)  the  pope,  witk 
^Eichebyshopes  and  byshopes,  and  the  fadire  of  the  queen),  with  a 
grete  company,  comyn  into  Fraunce,  and  afi  th&t  was  done  was 
remytte ;  and  the  kyng*  of  Fraunce  ressayued  his  wyfb  wi  tA  a  gtete 
worship,  and  they  lyvedyn)  longe  to-gedre  holy  lye  in  god.  this  tale 
is  Srgayne  heme  that  are  traytoures,  and  a-gayne  hem  that  are 
morderers,  that  may  not  be  kepte  cownseyle;  also  it  makes  god 
to  shcwe  myracle  on  a  ynresonable  beste,  as  he  did  on  the  grew- 
honde, &c.* 

*  leaf  74.  *  For  No.  TiTXTX,  Tale  of  Lear,  see  before,  p.  4d. 
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[UaX.U(tf  75,  hack.  ] 
(thb  powbb  of  pbkitinob.) 

A  woman  iheie  was  aome  tjme  oo)  lyre,  that  had  done  a 
gieuouae  ajiine  in  here  yonge  age,  that  ahe  diuate  not  for 
shame  be  aknowe  to  no  preste.  neiMr  the  less  she  did  manj 
good  dedesy  hopyng*  to  be  aaayd  withoate  oontrioioidsnidl  oonffiasiort; 
and  so  she  abode  vnto  the  hateaekenesBe^andwolde  not  beoonfeswii 
of  that  synne  to  no  man)  on  no  wise,  fixr  wicked  shame.  JP  happid 
Aat  tyme^  Aat  the  paieshe  preste  had  a  chambie  neie  the  ohiiehs^ 
•and  sate  at  his  selle,  end  loked  oate  at  his  ktyse  towazd  the  kyika^ 
and  sawe  ooo)  biyng*  a  Ghayere  biennyng*  as  fyxe»  and  sette  it  in  a 
sertayne  place,  theie  Come  a  gxete  maystsr,  and  sette  hym  in  the 
Ghayere  as  domysmaii);  and  Galled  his  sngettes,  and  asked  hem 
what  they  had  donet  oon)  Gome,  and  seide,  that  he  had  dxownyd 
mony  in  the  see.  Anothere  seide,  he  had  diawen)  many  to  synike  of 
pride,  anothei^y  to  Goaetyse.  Anothei',  to  leoheiy.  Anothere  had 
dnwen)  man)  and  womaxd  to  the  consente  of  ^ynne.  Anothere  had 
dnweii)hemto  thededeof  ^ynne.  Anotheze  had  made  bate  betweid 
man  and  wife,  and  made  hem)  to  chide^  and  to  flyte,  and  ftghte^  and 
CmEse,  and  banne,  that  nethere  lone  ne  charite  was  be-twene  hen^— 
^  and  so  I  haoe  oideyned  hem)  with  ts  to  dwelle  in  heUe."  Than 
aside  the  mayst^r  deuytt,  ^at  sate  in  the  chayie,  **  ye  wote  not  what 
ye  saye ;  thay  may  yete  be  sory  for  here  synnes,  and  be  confessyd^ 
and  sauyd."  Oon)  of  hem)  seide  to  the  maystsr  deuyfi,  that  he  did 
a  womai»  do  asynne  in  here  yonge  age, and  hatha  kepte  here  therein 
Tnto  here  laste  Ende  of  here  sekenesse,  tellyng*  here,  that  be  goode 
werkes  ^she  may  be  sauyd,  with  onto  Gontrtcion)  and  confession), — 
**  be-holde,  I  haue  here  tonge  in  my  purse,  for  she  bathe  loste  here 
speche."  and  tolde  the  synne  that  she  had  done,  when  the  preste 
had  herde  this,  he  wente  to  hire  a  good  pass,  and  prechid  to  here  of 
here  synnes  of  yonge  age;  that  she  shuld  sake  god  merey,  and  be^ 
sorye  that  she  had  offendid,  with  sorowe  of  herte ;  and  if  she  myght' 
not  speke,  she  shuld  holde  ypp  here  handes,  or  loke  vpwaide.  and 
she  did  so,  and  wepte  faste ;  and  he  sawe  here  deuocioii),  and  pmyde 

*  leaf  76. 


LZXXL  HOW  A  SON  DELmEBID  HIS  HOTH£B  FROM  HELL.    ADDIT,  9060.    401 

to  god,  «acl  aH  that  were  there,  that  he  wold  shewe  here  speche,  to 
be  shrevyo).  and  anone  she  spake,  and  blessyd  god.  and  the 
presto  askid^  of*  here  of  such  a  synne  of*  yonge  age.  then  she  was 
a-knowe  of  that  synne,  and  a&  othere  that  myght  come  to  here 
mynde,  with  a  wondre  grete  contricion)  of  herte,  and  sorow  of 
sperite;  that  god  forgafe  here  bothe  the  gylte  and  the  payne  for 
synne.  Then  the  preste  wente  a-gayne  to  his  selle^  and  herde  a 
ilndf aH  noyse  of*  a  detiyH,  cnyng<, ''  alas  !  alas  !  for  now  haue  I  loste 
that  I  hane  many  a  day  kepte.  I  se  the  aungels  here  the  soule  of 
that  woman)  to  heuyn),  the  which  so  longe  I  haue  kepte  in  synne. 
He,  this  papnlarde  preste,  hathe  herde  oure  Cownsaylle,  and  hathe 
delynered  here  from)  syn),  and  afi  onre  powere ! "  This  tale  telleth 
Seynte  Anselyne.     Amen. 

[  LXXXL  ] 
(how  a  son  dsuverbd  his  hothbb  from  hell*) 

PEre  was  a  man),  that  dred  the  paynes  of  purgatorie,  and 
prayde  onre  lorde,  that  he  wolde  sende  hym  a  sekenesse  in 
the  stid  of  purgatorie;  and  god  sente  into  hym)  the  fallyng* 
Euytt,  and  the  lipre,  and  the  fyre  of  helle.  and  he  sufired  tho  iij. 
sekenesse  xt.  yere,  and  ^an)  Come  an  aungille  to  hym),  and  seide, 
**  thy  sekenesse  are  take  from)  the,  and  god  hathe  forgeuyii)  the  thy 
synne."  And  when)  he  was  hole,  he  spake  to  the  aungiUe,  and 
seide,  **  I  pray  the,  that  I  may  haue  the  same  paynes  a-gayne,  for  to 
delyuer  my  modre,  if*  that  she  be  in  payne."  The  aungiH  seide,  "  if 
thou  suffired  )>es  peynes  fro  the  fyrste  day  of  thy  byrthe  vnto  thyn) 
Ende,  thou^  shuld  not  delyu^  here  the  peyne  of*  oo  day  that  she 
sufferith ;  But  make  the  a  preste,  and  pray  to  god,  that  he  wil  shewe 
to  the  the  state  of  thy  modre,  and  how  she  may  bo  holpjrn)."  he 
did  so ;  And  when)  he  had  songen)  his  fyrste  masse,  he  lefte  stitt 
alone  in  the  kyrke.  and  his  modre  aperid  to  hym),  and  shewed  to 
hym  a  brennyng*  hande,  in  the  which  she  was  wonte  to  here  Kynges. 
Aft^  this  she  shewed  here  herte  brennyng*,  ^and  a  tode  gnawyng* 
thereon),  for  pride  that  she  had  in  here  herte,  for  here  clothyng*,  and 
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here  amje.  and  anon)  she  was  brente,  and  tiiniyd  into  aakys,  anJ 
rose  argayne,  and  saide,  that  seuyuty  tyxnee  on  the  day  she  suffced 
this  payne.  Than  the  sonne  aaldd,  how  this  payne  myght  be 
leleasod  1  she  answerid,  proyeng*  l^ynd,  that  he  wolde  syng*  for  hen 
aU  a  yoro.  he  grauntid  therto,  and  did  if ;  and  anone  she  was  o«l 
of  his  sight  and  after  the  yens  Ends  he  sawe  twoo,  and  be-twene 
heni)  a  fayio  woman),  the  which  he  had  wende  had  ben)  omie  ladia 
S'ynte  marie;  and  she  sdde  to  hyn),  ^I  and  not  marie, but  I  amthj 
niodere,  that  for  ))e  and  thy  messes  syngyng*  foi  me,  I  ame  dfidyn^red 
from  aH  peynee^  and  go  to  the  loycs  of  paradise ;  and  for  thou  haste 
done  ^us,  thou  haste  bothe  delyn^red  me  and  the  from  afi  woo,  and 
thy  merite  is  sette  in  heuyn)  redy  agayne  ^oa  come;  and  aone  shalto 
thou  Come  therto."    Amen),  &c. 


[  LXXXn.  ] 

(how  an   UNBELUVEB  was  BHAMID  BT  THB  DBYIL.) 

A  man  there  was  of*  false  bileue  and  a  wich,  that  lenyd  not  om 
the  sacremente.  he  Callyd  to  hym  the  mayster  deuyH,  thai 
sate  in  a  Chayere  crowned,  with  a  septre  in  his  hande,  as  he 
liad  bene  a  kyng< ;  and  as  he  sate  come  a  presto  for  by,  with  the 
sacremente  to  a  soke  persone.  The  deuyH  auonc  caste  downe  the 
septre  and  his  Crowne,  and  knelid,  and  worshipped  the  sacramente. 
The  wich  askid  the  deuyH,  why  he  did  so  t  he  saide,  "  for  he  is  my 
lords  and  thy  lorde,  that  made  me  and  the,  and  aH  thing*,  he  in 
fourme  of  brede  passyd  here  for  by,  and  therfore  I  worshipped 
hym) ;  for  it  is  written,  in  the  name  of  letfM  £u^  kne  is  bowed, 
in  heuyn),  in  Erthe,  and  in  helle.  and  therfore  I  knele  downe,  and 
worship  hym."  This  sawe  this  man  of  false  be-leue,  and  was 
ashamed,  and  seide  to  hym)  selfe,  ''the  deuyli  be-leuyth,  and 
tremblyth.  And  dothe  worship,  and  is  dampnyd.  Therfore  do  thoa 
worship,  and  beleue  truly,  and  thou  shalt  be  sauf e ;  for  it  is  writtesi), 
he  ^t  be-leuyth  not,  shaH  be  condempnyd.  Therfore  it  is  better  to 
me  to  be-leue  wele^  and  save  my  selfe.''    &c. 
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[  T.XXXTTT.  ] 
(of  four  dbvilb  which  appeabbd  to  a  dtino  hak.) 

PEre  was  some  tyme  a  yonge  man)  and  a  lolye,  the  which  the 
Euemy  of  mankynde,  the  deuyH,  styrreJ  to^  synne,  so  that 
he  consenti<l  to  synne;  and  afterwarde  did  it  in  dede,  and 
contenued  there  in  vnto  a  lititt  before  he  deyed.  when  many  wynters 
he  had  leayd  there  in,  he  felle  seke,  and  shold  passe  oute  of*  this 
worlde,  as  Ea^ry  man)  'And  woman  shalt.  this  man,  as  he  lay,  he 
sawe  iiij.  deny  Is ;  oon)  stondyng*  at  his  fete,  anothere  at  [the]  lyfte 
syde,  the  thrid  on  the  right*  syde,  and  the  foorte  at  his  hede.  when 
he  sawe  this,  he  was  right  sore  a-ferde.  then  the  deuyH  that  stode 
at  his  fete  saide  to  this  sonle,  **  this  shaH  I  haue,  for  to  presente  oure 
kjng«  sathanas,  for  to  haue  thanke  of  hym) ;  for  I  fyrste  sterid  hym 
to  synne."  pen  scide  the  deuyH  that  stode  on  the  lyfte  side,  "  I  aiA 
better  worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  thou,  for  thegh  thou  temptid 
hym  to  syn),  I  made  hym  to  do  the  synne ;  therfore  shaH  I  haue  the 
sonle  to  presente  with  onre  lorde  and  souerayngne."  The  deuyH 
that  stode  on  the  right  side  spake  than),  and  seide,  "  I  am  better 
worthy  for  to  haue  hym  then  ye  bothe ;  for  if*  thou  sterid  hym  to 
synne,  and  thou  made  hym  to  do  the  synne,  I  haue  made  hym  to 
contenue  and  lye  in  synne  vnto  this  tyme,  and  am)  sekere  of  hym), 
for  he  may  not  speke.  se,  here  is  his  tonge  in  my  hande;  and 
therefore  I  shaH  haue  hym)  to  presente  with  oure  worthy  kjng* 
sathanas,  for  to  haue  the  thanke."  Than  he  spake  that  stode  atte 
hede,  "  now  are  ye  grete  f ooles."  they  seide,  "  why  1 "  "  for  god  is 
so  mercyfuH,  that  as  longe  as  his  soule  is  in  his  body,  if  he  wil  aske 
mercy t  he  may  be  sauyd."  Then  seide  the  deuyH  that  stode  on)  the 
right  side, "  how  shuld  he  aske  mercy  t  he  may  not  speke,  for  I  haue 
his  tunge  in  myn)  hande."  The  tothere  seide,  **  thouglie  thou  haue 
his  tunge  in  tliyn  hande,  he  may  aske  m^rcy  with  his  herte  with  in ; 
and  so  ye  mowe  lese  aH  youre  laboure,  and  haue  myche  Indig^cum) 
of  oure  prince."  The  seke  man)  herde  what  |>e[y]  seydyn),  and  keste 
yp  the  mynde  of  his  herte  to  god,  with  a  grete  sorowe  for  his  synnea, 
and  seide,  "  lorde  le^  Criste,  for  the  grete  multitude  of  thy  mercies, 
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hane  mercy  on)  me,  synfaH  wieche,  and  aende  me  my  speche,  thai  I 
may  be  ahreuyii).''  An<l  anone  god  sente  hym)  his  speche.  And 
anone  he  sente  for  his  goatiy  ^MUe,  aiicl  was  shrenyn)  of  afi  his 
synnes,  with  giete  contriclon)^  and  soiowe  of  harfce;  and  aona  after 
he  deyed,  and  wente  to  Uisse.  and  thus^  he  begiled  the  de^yB^ 
with  contricion)  of^  herte,  opyn  confession),  and  dew  satjafaeciion ;  for 
contrtcion)  may  be  so  mych,  that  it  shatt  be  fott  sata'sfaccjom)  £or  lA 
synue  that  man  or  woman)  hatha  done.  Att  men)  and  women)  thai 
are  in  dedly  synne,  I  pray  god  gyfe  hem  grace  ]nia*  to  be-gile  ^ 
fende  I    Amen. 

(how  ST.    OATHEBINB  DBOTB  AWAT  THB  DETIU) 

PEre  was  a  man),  that  ofte  sithe  was  tempted  vriih  dyspayie^ 
and  prayde  seynte  Cateryn)  of  helps,  of  'whome  he  had  grete 
deuocion).    seynt  Cateiyn)  Comforted  hym,  and  bade  hym 

say  thns, 

**  FonTe  fmde,  away  ibon  flee  t 
Criste  with  hit  blode  he  hathe  bought  me ; 
of  his  blode  the  Crowne  was  redde  ; 
flee,  thoo  foale  fende,  that  is  thy  dede.**    to. 

[  LXXXV.  ] 

(how   the   VIRQIX  PLEAO£0   FOB   A  SINNBR's  SOUU) 

PEre  was  some  tynie  a  man,  tliat  leuyd  yecionsly  and  synfully, 
and  wolde  neuer  amende  hyni),  for  no  thyng<  that  his  con- 
fessoure  couthe  saye  to  hym,  ne  for  no  nothere  mannya 
cownsayle,  but  leuyd  aH  weye  in  synne.  then  oure  lorde  Caste  on 
hym  A  sekenesse,  ^t  he  laye  bedreden)  vij.  yere,  that  he  myght  not 
rise  wit/toute  helpe  of  othere ;  and  yete  he  wolde  not  amende  hyudL 
when)  the  vij.  yere  were  gone,  oure  lorde  helid  hym)  a^yne,  so  thai 
he  myght  go  with  a  stafife,  and  so  othere  vij.  yere  he  wente  with  his 
staffs,  and  amendid  hym  not  of  his  synne.  then)  our  lorde  Caste 
hym)  downs  a-gayns  in  his  bsdds,  with  a  gretter  ssksnesss  than  he 
had  fyrste ;  and  so  he  lays  ofer  v\j.  yere,  and  amsndid  hym)  not. 
when)  the  v^.  yere  were  gone,  oore  lorde  made  hym  as  hole  as  Euer 
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hib  was  be-fore ;  anci  than  was  he  glad  an<l  fayne,  but  yette  he  wolde 
not  leue  hia  synne,  but  was  more  synf uU  and  froward  than)  Euer 
he  was  be-fore,     and  when  he  had  leuyd  so  a  while,  and  wolde  not 
amende  hym,  oure  lorde  sente  liym  a  sekenesse,  in  the  which  he 
laye  vj,  wekes,  and  deyed.    Than)  the  deuyls  tokyn)  his  soule,  and 
leden  it  into  a  fayre  playne  place,  in  the  which  sate  a  fayre  man)  as 
domysman),  on  a  lititt  hille;  and  beside  hyni)  a  fa3rre  ladie,  and 
many  othere  seyntes.     to  whome   the  deuyU   seide,   ''Bightfufi 
domjrsman),  deme  this  soule  to  dwelle  with  me  in  helle,  for  he  hathe 
leuyd  eM  his  life  in  synne,  and  deyed  there  in ;  for  thou  sayeste  thy 
selfe,  who  so  deyeth  in  dedly  synne,  shuld  go  to  helle/'    Than  saide 
the  soule,  *^ a !  good  lorde,  haue  mercy  on)  me"    Then  seide  oure 
lorde,  ^'sone,  I  sente  the  sekenesse  and  disese,  for  thou  shuldiste 
amende  the,  and  leue  thy  synne  while  thou  lyveste,  but  thou  wolde 
not,  therfore  my  rightwisenesse  wil  not  that  thou  be  sauyd."    he 
saide,  "  a !  yis,  mercyfuH  lorde,  haue  mc/*cy  on)  me !  *'    "  nay,"  he 
saide,  "now  is  no  mercy,  but  all  rightwisenesse;   therefore  thou 
moste  be  dampnyd."    when  the  soule  herde  this,  he  tumyd  to  that 
blessyd  ladie,  goddis  modre,  with  reuerence  And  plente  of  Teres, 
and  seide,  **  mercyfuH  lady,  grace,  helpe,  and  mercy  hathe  bene  with 
the  fix)m)  the^  begynnyng*  of  thy  byrthe,  ^  And  therfore  it  longethe 
to  thyn)  office  for  to  helpe,  and  for  to  make  a-sethe  for  synfuH  soules ; 
for  thou  arte  modre  of  mercy,  and  maydyn)  moste  gracious  of  att 
maydyns ;  for  it  longeth  to  att  maydyns  for  to  haue  ruthe  and  com- 
passion),    therfore,  lady,  I  beseche  you*  of  helpe,  that  I  be  not 
dampned."    Then)  this  blessyd  lady  rose,  and  wente  and  knclid 
be-fore  here  sone,  and  saide,  "  I  pray  the,  sone,  haue  mt^rcy  on  this 
soule."    than  seide  oure  lorde,  "  modre,  I  shadd  my  bJode  for  this 
soule,  and  he  therto  wolde  take  no  hede,  ne  to  kepe  my  biddyng* ; 
therfore  he  is  worthy  to  be  dampned."    "  A  I  my  dereworthe  sone," 
she  seide,  "  I  wote  wele  thou  sheddiste  thy  preciouse  blode  for  hym, 
and  aH  synfuU ;  but,  sone,  thou  wottyste  wele,  that  blode  was  fyrste 
myn)  or  it  were  thyn),  for  that  blode  thou  toke  of*  me  in  thyn) 
Incamacion).    Therfore,  good  sone,  g>fe  me  parte  of*  myn)."     Then 
the  good  lorde  saide  agayne  to  hiit  modre,  **  1  may  not  denye  you  o^ 
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that  je  aske ;  Therfore  take  the  aonle,  an^  putt  it  agajne  into  tht 
bodie,  that  he  may  lyye  thre  dajes;  and  if  he  wil  aroesde  hyn^  hn 
shali  be  sauyd.**  Then  care  ladie  putt  agayne  the  aoole  into  the 
bodie ;  and  when  he  was  on  lyye  agayne,  he  sorowec^  he  aobbete^  he 
wepte,  he  sente  for  his  confeeaoor^  and  with  a  aoiy  and  a  coiitrifee 
herte  he  shroye  hyme  of  afi  his  aynoea  that  myght  eome  to  Ui 
uynde^  and  asked  god  m^rcy  for  hem,  and  for  aH  others  that  come 
not  to  his  mynde ;  and  was  assoyled,  and  toke  his  penauiee^  and 
did  it  with  giete  contrtcion).  aftsrwarde  men)  Comen)  to  hyni)^  to 
comf orte  hym,  and  asked  hym  how  he  fared,  and  how  it  was  with 
hyni).  Then  he  tolde  hem  how  oure  Meeaid  ladie  had  delynersd 
hym  from)  dampnacioo),  and  broo^t  the  sonle  to  ^  body — ^fot  I 
shtdd  amende  me,  and  the  i\j.  day  go  the  waye  to  heiqridl'' 

[  LXXXVL  ] 
(how  a  knight  saw  all  his  Aonoirs  sntbbid  nr  two  booksl) 

SEynte  bode  tellethe  in  gestes  of  Englonde,  that  there  was  a 
kyng*  in  the  northe  centre,  that  had  with  hym)  a  knyi^t^ 
that  was  an  hardy  maid  and  a  myghty,  tiiat  neoar  wolde  flee 
in  no  batayle,  but  for  right  a  grete  nedc,  for  sauyng*  of  his  lyfe,  and 
therfore  the  kyng<  loued  hyme  wclo ;  but  ho  was  a  viciousc  man}  of 
his  Icuyng*.  It  happenyd  afberwarJe,  that  this  knyght  felle  seke, 
and  laye  in  his  bedde.  the  kyng<  herde  here  of  and  wente  to  hym^ 
for  to  loke  howe  he  fared,  and  for  to  comforte  hym) ;  and  seide  to 
hyin),  '4t  is  good  that  thou  shryye  the,  and  amende  the  of  thy 
leuyng*."  ^  "  sir,"  he  seide,  **  be  to-morne  my  sekenesse  shali  go 
awaye,  and  ^n  shatt  I  amende  me  with  bett^  a-yisemente."  he  ky 
etiH  seke  ij.  dayes,  and  amendid  hym  not,  and  was  more  seke  then 
he  was.  ]?e  iij.  day  the  kyng<  come  a-gayne  to  hyni),  and  askid  hym 
whethere  he  was  shreuyn)  or  noti  he  saide,  "nay."  "why  sot" 
saide  the  kyng*.  he  saide,  "  for  if*  I  shrove  me  nowe,  my  felawes 
shuld  say  I  did  it  for  fere,  and  therfore  I  shfdi  a-mende  me  when)  I 
am)  hole,  that  they  mow  say  I  am)  not  a  cowarde,  and  do  it  for  fere.* 
the  kyng*  bade  amende  hyni)  while  he  had  tyme ;  for  he  saide, ''  thou 
haste  ben  a  wicked  man)  of  leuyng*."    then  tlie  kyng*  wente  home 
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a-gayne,  and  the  knyght  lay  stiH  till  the  tothere  day,  andf  was  more 

seke.     the  kyng*  herde  telle  that  he  drewe  fosto  to  dethe,  and  wente 

faste  to  hym,  for  he  wolde  that  he  had  ben)  sauyd.     But  or  he  come 

at  hym,  there  come  to  hym  \j,  layre  white  men),  and  broughtyn)  a 

lititt  boke,  and  openyd  it  bo-fore  hym),  and  bade  hym  rede,     he 

redde  thereon),  and  sone  hid  done,  for  there  were  there  in  but  a 

fewe  good  dedes.     Then)  eomyn)  in  deuyls  many,  and  the  mayst^ 

deuyil  saide  to  the  aungdls,  "gothe  hens,  for  ye  han)  nought  to  do 

here;    for  this  man)  is  oures."     and   the  aungells  wentyn  away. 

Then  the  knyght  saw  a  deuyil  bryng<  a  boke,  that  was  so  grete,  that 

hym  thought  it  was  inpossible  any  man)  for  to  here  it     This  boke 

w;as  leyde  be-fore  hym)  opyii),  and  the  mayst^r  deuyil  bade  hyni) 

rede,  and  he  loked  there  on);  and  hym  thought,  thaghe  he  had 

be-gone  atte  be-gynnyng<  of*  his  lyfe,  he  shuld  not  haue  redde  it 

ynto  that  tyme,  for  the  multitude  of  synnes  that  were  written)  there 

in.     then  seide  the  deuyH,  'Hhou  arte  oures;   it  may  no  nothere 

wise  be."     then)  come  in  the  kyng*;   and  when)  the  knyght  sawe 

hym  come,  he  saide  to  the  kyng*,  he  come  to  late,     the  kyng*  saide, 

"  nay,  for  also  longe  as  a  maii)  is  alyve,  and  wil  aske  m^rcy  hertely 

of  god,  he  shaH  haue  mercy ;  for  god  is  ati  mercyfutt."     The  knyght 

•eide,  "  nay,  not  so,  for  or  ye  come  in,  come  ij.  fajTc  white  men,  and 

brought  a  fayre  litiH  boke,  and  leydyii)  it  bcfor  me,  and  bade  mo 

rode ;  and  I  had  sone  redde,  for  it  was  but  litiH.     In  then  come 

deuyls,  and  bade  the  white  men)  go  a-waye,  and  saydyii)  that  I  was 

heres ;  and  now  stondes  a  deuyil  at  myn)  hcde,  with  a  longe  broche, 

and  puttes  it  in  atte  crowne  of  myn)  hede ;  and  anothcre  deuyil  at 

my  fete,  with  a  nothere  longe  broche,  and  puttes  it  in  atte  soules  of 

my  fete ;  amU  when)  they  mete  to-gedre  at  myn  herte,  I  shaH  deye, 

and  go  with  hem)  ^  to  Helle.'*     And  sone  afbir  he  deyed,  and  wente 

as  a  wreche  to  belle,  with  the  fendes.     when  the  kyng<  had  herde 

this,  he  was  sory,  and  wente  his  way.     here  may  men  and  women) 

se,  how  perilouse  it  is  to  do  many  dedly  synnes,  and  for  to  lye  longe 

in  hem),  and  not  amende  hem)  while  they  lyveii),  and  bene  in  good 

astate. 
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[  LXXXVIL  ] 

(of  ▲  HAUNTED  OHAUBBR  IN  8T.   MAST'S  ABBBT,   lOBX.) 

In  Englonde  was  a  kyng*  some  tyme,  that  lielde  his  parlemente 
at  yorke,  and  thiddeie  come  aH  the  RiaUes  of  the  leawmay 
and  many  othere.     Atte  laste  come  a  grete  lustice,  bnt  he 
niyght  not  gate  non)  hostille,  for  aH  were  take  vp  or  he  come,     then 
he  wente  to  seynt  marie  Abbey,  an  house  of  monkes ;  and  there  also 
aH  the  chambres  were  take  vp,  safe  oon),  in  the  which  was  a  sperite 
walkyng* ;  that  no  man)  durste  lye  therein,  for  he  had  disesed  maoy 
a  mail).     The  lustice  seide,  "  there  wiH  I  be."    and  bade  his  mesi 
faste  go,  and  make  a  fyre  in  the  chemeney.     his  men)  were  afeide, 
and  wente,  and  shrove  hem)  as  Clene  as  they  couthe ;  and  wente, 
and  ordeyned  for  here  mayster.     Aft^warde  the  lustice  come  to 
here  Chambre,  and  dranke,  and  made  hym  redie  for  to  go  to  bedde ; 
and  sette  his  ij.  hande  swerde  at  his  beddes  hede,  and  sate  in  his 
bedde  in  his  dowblette.     He  sette  hym)  downe ;  and  when)  he  had 
sitteh)  a  while,  come  an)  ape  oute  of  the  privey,  and  sette  hym  by 
the  fyre ;  and  now  clawed  the  tone  lege,  and  now  the  tothere,  and 
skipped  ouer  the  fourme,  and  made  many  Ia{>es ;  and  then  he  wente 
ta  liis  mennes  beddes  fete,  and  toke  vp  the  clothes,  and  fanned  hem) 
wynde.      they  were  a-t'erae,  anrif  helde  the  ciut^ies  faste  in  hero 
handes.     after  this  the  ape  wente  to  the  fyre,  and  warmyd  hym) ; 
then  lie  wente  to  the  lustice  bedde.     the  lustice  sawe  hym)  Come, 
and  putt  his  hande  towsirdl  his  swerde,  but  the  ape  was  atte  swerde 
or  he.     then  he  wente  to  the  Ape,  ant)*  toke  hym)  in  his  armes,  and 
caste  hym  in  the  fyre ;  and  he  arose  out^  of  the  fyre,  and  toke  the 
lustice  in  his  armes,  ancif  caste  hym  in  tho  fyre  ;  and  he  rose  oute  of 
ye  fyre  lightly,  and  wente  to  the  ape,  and  wrastelid  with  hym)  longe  ; 
but  non)  of*  his  men)  durste  not  helpe  hym),  for  fere,     and  when)  they 
had  longe  wrastelid,  the  ape  toko  hyni)  and  caste  hym  on  his  back, 
and  bare  hym)  in  atte  privey  dore.     his  hede  hitte  agayne  the  privey 
dore,  so  that  he  had  a  foule  sti <»]<«>;   am^  than)  he  Cried,  "lady, 
helpe  ! ''    and  anone  he  sawe  a  fayre  lady  stonde  be-fore  hym),  and 
the  sperite  fledde  a- way.     then  tbe  lustice  seide,  ''what  ladie  are 
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ye  V*  "1  am),"  ahe  eeide,  *'  marie,  the  modie  ^of  god ;  ami  for  thoa 
calleste  aftir  myn  helpe,  I  am)  Comen)  to  helpe  the ;  and  if*  thou 
haddiste  Eeie  Called,  I  ahold  £ere  haue  comyn  to  the,  and  but  if*  I 
had  comyi)),  he  ahuld  haue  alayne  the."  "  a  1  awete  ladie,  grameicj, 
and  kepe  me  from)  hym),  for  I  am)  a-ferde  that  he  wil  come  argayne, 
and  ale  me."  **  be  not  a-ferde,  aone,"  ahe  saide,  "  for  I  ahatt  haape 
the  dore,  and  pynne  it  with  a  pynne ;  and  therfore  go,  and  take  thy 
reete,  and  to-mome  when  thou  riaea,  go,  and  ahryre  the  of*  thy 
aynnea ;  and  take  the  pynne  that  the  dore  ia  pynned  with,  and  putte 
it  in  thy  purse ;  and  alae  longe  aa  thou  kepea  the  onte  of  dedly 
synne,  so  longe  ahatt  the  pynn)  abyde  with  the ;  and  whan)  thou 
fallys  in  dedly  synne,  the  pynne  ahatt  go  from  the."  Thia  man)  rose 
atte  mome,  and  toke  the  pynne,  and  wrapte  it  in  a  fayre  dothe,  aa 
ahe  bade,  and  wente,  and  amendid  hym)  of*  his  synne,  and  lenyed 
wele  many  a  day.  But  the  Enemy  of*  mankynde,  the  false  fende, 
brought  hym)  into  dedly  synne;  and  than)  was  the  pynn)  gone, 
and  when  he  wiste  it  was  gone  he  made  mych  sorowe,  and  wente, 
and  shrove  hym)  of  his  synne,  and  did  his  penaunce,  and  had  the 
pyn)  agayne.  and  than  was  he  glad,  and  lyved  wele  att  his  lyfe 
afterwarde ;  and  wente  to  heuyn)  when  he  deyed  oute  of  ^is  worlde. 
and  80  motte  we  i^,  I  pi*ay  to  god  I    Amen. 

[  Lxxxvm.  ] 

(of  the  bbath-bed  of  a  pbofakb  sweabeb.) 

PEre  was  a  man)  leuyng*  some  tyme,  that  leuyd  in  many  aynnea 
the  moste  partie  of  his  life,  and  namely  in  sweryng*,  for  he 
lafte  no  membre  of  crtste  but  that  he  sware  therby,  so  that 
the  herers  had  horrouie  thereof*,  and  were  sorye,  and  bade  hym) 
amende  hym)  therof*.  and  hia  confessoure  charged  hym  and  bade, 
that  he  shuld  leue  it,  and  amende  hym).  he  answerid,  and  seid**, 
«<  I  am)  yonge,  and  thertbre  I  wil  take  my  luste  while  I  may ;  and 
when  I  am)  olde,  I  shfdl  amende  me,  and  leue  att  foly."  He  leuyd 
forthe  in  his  synnes  many  yeres,  and  wolde  not  amende  hym),  for  no 
mannya  speche.     atte  laste  he  felle  seke ;  and  men)  comyn)  to  hyno), 
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and  bade  hym)  amende  hymX  he  aaide  he  shuU  to-monie.  On  the 
toihere  day  his  Coiate  come  to  hynd,  and  cownaeyleJ  hyin  to 
amende  hym)^  and  hade  hym)  thinke  what  paynes  he  ahold  haoe  in 
helle  with  the  deuytt,  hat  if*  he  wolde  amende  hym)  or  he  deyed» 
and  what  loye  and  bliase  he  ahnld  lose,  hat  it  he  widde  a-menda 
hyni)  or  he  deyed.  He  aeide  a^yne,  '*  thoa  chatters  aU  in  ffgim, 
for  here  sitteth  ooo)  at  myn)  hede,  and  sayeth,  I  sbattJil^Aunpiied, 
for  he  sayethy  it  may  no  noj^ere  wise  he."  Ilin  pirfiiwiiiiiiri  seide,  **  he 
seide  not  sothe,  'fore  he  is  a  lyere  ^b^^mhe  whiles  that  thoa  lyres, 
thon  mayste  haae  mercy,  if  thflii  wilt  aske  it"  **  yee,  go  thy  way/ 
he  seide,  ''for  I  wil  Mi  do  alter  the,  for  it  is  nought  that  thoa 
sayest"  th^  )»e  confessoare  wente,  heay  and  sorye.  sone  after 
thaty  Mve  the  fayreste  woman)  that  Eaer  he  sawe  be-fore;  he  aaw 
•aeaer  none  so  £iyre,  and  saide  to  here,  ''a !  fayxe  woman),  what  arte 
thoal  ''I  ame  marie,  the  modre  of  lem  Criste."  ''why  come  ye 
bidderef  "for  to  shew  the  my  sone.  lol"  she  saide,  "here  is 
my  sone,  lyeng*  in  my  lappe,  with  his  hede  aU  to-broke,  and  his 
EyeiD  draweii)  oate  of  his  body,  and  layde  on  his  breste,  his  armes 
broken)  a-twoo,  his  leggss  and  his  fete  also."  Then  seyde  core  ladie 
to  hym,  "  what  is  he  worthy,  that  thas^  bathe  made  my  sonet "  he 
saide,  "he  is  worthy  to  haae  as  mych  payne  as  he  myght  here." 
Than)  seide  oare  ladie,  "  for  sothe  thoa  arte  that  man),  that  thus  bathe 
made  my  sone."  "nay,''  he  sayde,  "that  haue  I  nought."  "yia," 
she  seyde,  "  with  thy  grete  othes  thou  haste  thus  rente  hym),  and 
with  thy  synfutt  louyng* ;  but  I  liaue  prayde  for  the  to  my  sone,  and 
haue  brought  hyni)  to  the,  that  thou  shuldyste  aske  mercy  of  hym)." 
"  nay,"  he  saide,  "  that  sh^  I  not."  "  why  so  f  "  seide  Criste.  "  for 
I  am)  vnworthy  to  be  herde."  he  seide,  "if*  thou  be  vnworthy  for 
thy  synne,  and  haste  forsaken)  me,  biit  yete  I  neuer  forsoke  the ;  for 
I  haue  bought  the  futt  dere  with  my  paseyon)  sufferyng*,  and  therfors 
aske  mercy,  and  thou  shalte  haue  mercy."  he  saide,  "  nay,  for  thegh 
thy  mercy  wille,  thy  rightwisneese  wil  not ;  for  how  shuld  I  bane 
mercy,  that  haue  leuyd  aH  my  lyfe  in  synne?  It  is  agayne  all 
resouns  it  shuld  be  so.  for  syn)  thuu  putte  oute  Adam)  of  paradise 
into  this  worlds,  for  a  bitto  of  an  aplo,  and  when)  ho  deyed,  he 
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wonte  into  helle.  How  sholcl  I  then)  haue  m^rcy,  that  baue  done 
so  many  synnes,  syn)  he  was  dampnyd  for  ood)  1  It  were  a-gayne 
aH  lesouns,  and  therfore  I  wiH  not  aske  m^rcy.'*  then)  oore  lorde 
putte  his  hande  in  his  side,  and  toke  oute  blode,  and  caste  it  in  his 
face,  and  seide,  *'  this  blode  be  witnesse  agayne  the  atte  day  of  dome, 
that*  I  praffere  the  mercy,  and  thou  wilte  non)  aske."  then  lera 
and  oure  ladye  wente  oute  of  his  sight  to  blisse ;  and  sons  after  the 
wrechid  soule  wente  to  helle  with  the  fendes,  there  to  dwelle.  here 
may  men)  and  women)  se,^  how  perilouse  it  is  to  lyve  in  synne  afi 
theyre  life  to  the  laste  Ende,  for  then)  is  the  fende  full  besye  to 
kepe  hem)  there  in),  and  so  to  Falle  in  wanhope,  for  multitude  of 
here  synnes.  Therfore  £uery  man)  and  woman)  shuld  ^be  wane, 
and  amende  hem)  be-tyme  of*  here  synnes,  And  aske  god  mercy,  for 
ho  is  all  mercyfuH ;  And  therfore  no  man)  ne  woman)  shuld  falle  in 
dyspayre,  for  no  thing*  that  shidl  be-falle  in  AH  here  lyfe  tyme,  of 
any  maner  of  synne ;  and  ^an)  he  shaH  come  to  the  blysse. 

[  Lxxxrx.  ] 

(how  an  AN0H0BB88  WAS  TSMPTBD  BT  THB  DBYIL.) 

PEre  was  a  woman)  aome  tyme  in  the  worlde  leuyng*,  that  sawe 
the  wrechidnesse,  the  synnes,  and  the  vnstablenesse,  that 
was  in  the  worlde;  therfore  she  lafte  aH  the  worlde,  and 
wente  into  deserts,  and  leuyd  there  many  yeres  with  rotes  and 
grasse,  and  such  Fnite  as  she  myght  gete ;  and  dranke  water  of  the 
welle-spryng*,  for  othere  lyvelode  had  she  none.  Atte  laste,  when) 
she  had  longe  dwelled  there  in  that  place,  The  deuytt,  in  lyknesse 
of  a  woman),  come  to  this  holy  woiuaus  place ;  and  when)  he  come 
there,  he  knocked  atte  dore.  the  holy  woman)  come  to  the  dore, 
and  asked,  what  she  woldef  she  soide,  '*!  pray  the,  dame,  of  a 
bone,  that  thou  wilte  herborow  me  this  nyght ;  for  this  day  is  at  an 
Ende,  and  I  am)  aferde  that  wilde  bestes  shuld  deuoure  me."  The 
good  woman)  seide,  "for  goddis  lone  ye  are  welcome  to  me;  and 
tiike  such  as  god  sendith."  they  settyn)  hem)  downe  bothe  to-gedie  ; 
au<l  the  good  woman)  sate,  and  redde  seyntes  lyues,  and  othere  good 
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thioget,  tiH  ahe  come  to  this  writing*,  ^Bxksrj  trae  that  lnyng^tli  not 
fittihB  good  frate,  diaH  be  earte  dowiie^ and  biente  in  hflUa."  ^that 
it  aothfi^"  saide  the  fende^  ''and  theifotelani^a-dzed;  for  if  we  lede 
ooxe  lyfe  akme,  theifoce  we  tHoB,  hane  litiS  mede^  for  wheid  we 
dwelle  alone^  we  prafite  non)  bat  one  ael^;  Ihaifoiie  it  wem  bettsr, 
me  thinkethy  to  go  and  dwelle  amonge  folke^  for  to  gjfr  good  E»- 
aawmpifi  to  man)  and  woman)  dwellyng*  in  thia  woilde.  than)  ahnS 
we  bane  mycb  mede."  wben  thia  waa  aeide^  thej  wentyn)  to  leatei 
This  good  woman)  thought  foate  in  beie  herlei  that  ahe  myght  not 
alepe  ne  bane  no  zeatei  for  the  thing*  that  the  ftnde  bad  aeide. 
Anone  thia  woman)  zoaoy  and  aeide  to  the  tother  woman)^  ''thia 
QjB^t  m jgbt  I  bane  no  leste,  for  the  wordea  that^  thoa  aeide  yeater 
Sityn) ;  Therfore  I  wote  neusr  what  ia  beate  to  done  for  yb."  then) 
the  deayli  aeide  to  here  agaynoi  "it  ia  beate  to  go  forthe  to  prafite 
to  othere,  that  shiiH  be  glad  of  oiue  oomyngv  for  that  ia  m jcb  more 
worthe  than)  to  lyye  alone."  Than)  aeide  the  womaxi  to  the  fonde, 
''go  we  now  forthe  on)  ooie  waye,  for  me  thinketh,  it  is  not  £a^  to 
aaaaye."  And  when  she  shold  go  oute  atte  dore^  ahe  stode  stiH,  and 
aeide  thus,  ''nowe,  swete  lady,  modie  of  m^rcy,  and  helpe  at  a8 
nede,  now  cownsayle  me  ^the  beste,  and  kepe  me  bothe  body  and 
aoule  fconi)  dedly  synnei''  when  she  had  aeide  thes  wordes  with 
good  herte,  and  with  good  wiH,  onie  lady  oome,  and  leyde  here 
bands  on  heie  breste,  and  putts  hers  in  a-gayne,  and  bads  here,  that 
ahe  shnlds  abide  thers,  and  not  be  ladde  by  folsheds  of  ours  Enemy. 
The  fends  anone  wsnts^  away,  that  she  saws  hym  no  moxe  there. 
Then  she  was  foil:  fayne,  that  she  was  kepte,  and  not  be  giled  of 
hers  Enemy,  then  she  seide  on  this  vrise  to  oure  blessid  lady,  that 
ia  full  of  mercy  and  goodnesse, ''  I  thanks  the  now  with  di  my 
hsrte,  specially  for  this  kspyng*,  and  many  moo  that  thou  haste  done 
to  me  ofte  sithss ;  and  good  ladie,  kspe  me  from  hensforward.'*  lo  I 
hers  may  men)  and  women)  se,  how  redy  this  good  ladis  is  to  helpe 
here  seruauntes  at  i^  hers  node,  when  they  calle  to  hers  for  helps, 
^  they  falls  not  in  synne,  be  stirzyng*  of  the  wicked  Enemy  the 
false  fonde. 
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[XC.  ] 
(how  a  kino's  son  shared  his  bxward.) 

PEre  was  a  kyng<  some  tyme,  that  had  ^'.  sonjs,  an)  Eldie, 
and  an  yongere.  to  the  Eldre  he  he-quathe  his  kyngdome, 
and  gafe  it  hjm  in  hi«  lyfe:  And  the  yonger  he  setts  to 
the  scole^  for  to  lere,  for  he  hequathe  hym)  right  nought  The 
Eldre  brothere  dwelled  at  home  with  his  fadre  in  solace ;  the  yonge 
sone  beynge  atte  scole,  spendid  Euyli  the  money  that  was  take  hym) 
to  the  Yse  of  the  scole.  There  come  a  Frende  to  the  kyng<,  and 
passyd  by  the  scole,  and  he  sawe  how  the  yonge  sone  gafe  hym  to 
no  studio,  no  to  his  lymyng*,  but  spendid  EnyU  his  tyme,  and  tolde 
the  kyng*.  The  kyng*  sente  for  his  sone,  and  askid,  why  he  wold 
not  lyrne  f  and  he  seide,  hit  longed  not  to  hym,  syne  he  was  a 
kynges  sone.  then  seide  ^e  kyng*  to  hym,  ''for  thou  seyste  thy 
brothere  be  with  me  at  home  in  delites,  Therfore  thou^  woldiste  kde 
his  lyfe ;  but  wete  wele,  thou  may  not ;  for  when)  I  am)  dede,  thy 
brothere  hathe  wherof*  he  may  lyve,  for  I  gafe  hym  aH  my  kyng- 
dome ;  and  I  putte  the  to  scole,  that  thou  myght  helpe  thy  selfe 
aft^  my  dethe."  But  [whan)]  the  kyng<  perseyued  he  wolde  not 
profite  in  scole,  but  that  he  wolde  dwelle  in  his  Fadres  house,  with 
his  Eldre  brothere,  and  not  laboure,  he  sete  hym)  Euery  day  atte 
mete  with  his  knaues.  The  childe  was  ashamed,  and  prayde  his 
fadre,  that  he  myght  go  argayne  to  the  scole.  the  kyng*  saide, 
"  nay."  Then  the  childe  wente,  and  prayde  his  Frendes,  that  they 
wolde  pray  his  fadre  for  hym,  that  he  myght  go  to  the  scole.  and 
so  they  diddeu) ;  and  the  kynge  grauntod  hem)  here  prayere,  'but  he 
gafe  hym  not  so  large  expenses  as  he  did  be-fore.  On  a  day  he 
made  the  childe  to  go  with  hym  in  to  a  Chambre,  in  the  which  were 
dyu^^rse  cofers,  with  money  of*  the  kynge^.  The  kyng*  toke  the 
keyes  of  the  cofers  to  the  childe,  and  seide,  ''opyn)  oon  of*  thes 
Chestes,  which  that  thou  wilte ;  and  that  thou  fyndes  there  in,  thou 
shalte  haue."  he  openyd  a  cheste,  and  fownde  xx^ ;  and  he  saide, 
''  for  sothe  thou  shalte  haue  no  more  of  me."  But  the  Fadre  loked 
to  the  Erthward,  and  fownde  a  peny,  and  gafe  it  hym,  and  seide^ 
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''haue  this  penny,  and  now  liaste  thou  xx^  anJ  a  penny.'*  The 
Childe  toke  his  money,  and  wente  to  the  scole ;  and  while  he  wm 
in  the  way  goyng*,  he  mette  a  man)  heiyng*  at  his  hack  a  panyoie. 
the  Child  asked  hym  what  he  had  in  his  panyeiet  he  seide,  a 
wonderf nH  fyshe,  that  had  a  goldyn)  hede,  and  a  syloer  bodie,  and 
a  grene  tayle.  The  Childe  sawe  the  fyshc,  and  asked  whether  he 
wolde  selle  it  f  he  seide,  <'  yee."  **  what  shaH  it  coste  1 "  he  aeide, 
xx^  then)  the  Child  toke  hym  xi^;  and  than  kfte  no  more 
in\h  hym)  hat  a  peny.  and  while  the  sellore  tolde  his  money,  the 
childe  bownde  the  fyshe  in  the  panyere.  that  sawe  the  selleie,  [ande 
seide], ''  aH  thofe  I  solde  the  ^  fyshe,  I  soldo  the  not  the  panyere ; 
who  so  shatt  haue  ^e  panyere,  shiA  gyre  me  a  penny,  for  it  ia  so 
worthe."  The  childe  wiste  wele  he  myght  not  here  it  with  oate  a 
yessett,  and  gafe  hym)  a  peny.  now,  as  ye  haii)  herde,  he  hatha 
paide  idi  his  money,  that  his  Fodre  toke  hyn^  to  the  scole.  and  the 
childe  toke  the  panyere  with  the  fyshe,  and  bare  it  at  his  bak*.  he 
sawe  a  litifi  be-side  a  fayre  manere,  and  mette  a  man),  and  asked,  i^ 
any  man)  dwelled  there  1  he  saide,  ''  yee,  a  grete  lorde  and  a  gentiH ; 
for  there  is  non)  that  dothe  any  thing*  for  hyni),  be  it  neu^r  so  litiH, 
bat  he  yeldes  it  hym)  wele  argayne."  The  childe  wente  to  the  coarte, 
and  fownde  the  porter,  and  saide  he  wolde  speke  with  the  lorde. 
The  porter  asked  hym,  what  he  wolde  with  the  lorde  t  The  childe 
seide,  he  had  a  presente.  The  portsr  seide,  ''  The  man^  is  in  this 
coarte,  that  I  shulde  se  the  presente  or  it  come  to  the  lorde."  and 
the  child  shewed  hym  the  gyfte.  when)  the  port<^  aaw  it,  he 
seide,  "  this  hede  is  myn) ;  for  it  is  the  maner,  who  so  biynges  a 
beste  or  a  fyshe  for  a  presente,  I  shaH  haae  the  hede  for  my  parte." 
the  childe  thought,  if  the  hede  shuld  be  Catte  of,  the  presente 
shnlde  be  the  worse,  and  the  more  abhomynable.  The  childe  seide, 
^  I  pray  the,  suffere,  and  thou  shalte  haue  halfe  my  mede."  the 
|M)rter  graunted.  Then  wente  the  chUde,  and  come  to  the  Yshere  of 
the  halle,  that  saide,  he  shulde  haae  the  bodie  of  ^the  fyshe ;  for  it 
was  the  maner  of  this  courte.  To  whom  the  childe  seide,  "  if  thoa 
wilte  be  Curteyse  as  the  porter  was,  to  whonie  I  graunted  halfynd«le 
my  mede,  and  that  shatt  be  more  I  shatt  g}'fe  the  the  halfyndele.** 
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and  he  graanted  hyni)  to  Entere.  Then)  come  the  childe  to  the 
Chambreleyne,  and  he  asked  the  tayle,  eayeng*,  '^  it  is  the  custome 
of  the  courte,  that  I  shuld  haue  the  tayle."  To  whome  the  childe 
soide,  "  I  graunted  the  porter  the  halfyndele  of*  my  mede,  and  to 
the  vshere  halfe  that  lafbe  ouare,  and  nowe  I  pray  the,  soffere  me  to 
Enteie,  and  I  shall  gyfe  the  parte  of*  that  oomythe  to  me."  the 
Chambreleyne  gytranted,  and  lete  hym)  Entere,  hopyng*,  as  his 
felawes  didden),  to  haue  some  grete  thing*.  The  childe  come  to  the 
lorde,  and  gafe  hym  this  presente,  the  which  the  lorde  hely 
resseyaed,  and  saide,  ''this  is  a  fayie  gyfte;  Aske  therfore  some 
good  thing*,  that  I  may  gyve  the ;  and  if  thoa  aske  wisely,  I  shidl 
gyre  with  that  to  the  my  doaght«r  to  wife,  with  my  kyngdome." 
This  herden^  the  seruauntes.  Some  cownseyled^  hym)  to  aske  a 
maner,  anothere  cownsayled  hym  to  aske  golde  or  syluer;  and 
othere  tresoure.  This  herde  the  childe,  and  seide  to  the  lorde, 
**  lorde,  these  men)  cownseylen)  me  to  aske  a  man^,  golde  and  syluere, 
but  I  say  you,  I  will  aske  non)  of  all  these,  but  if*  ye  gyfe  me  any 
thing*,  me  moste  gyve  the  porter  the  halfeyndele,  and  to  the  vshere 
halfe  that  leuyth  ouer,  and  the  Chambreleynemoste  haue  a  parte, 
as  the  Cause  is  be-fore  seide.  But  I  pray  you,  lorde,  that  ye  wolde 
graunte  me  xij.  buffettes,  of  the  which  the  porter  shall  haue  the  vj. 
the  Yshere  iij.  and  the  chambreleyne  iij."  and  this  was  done,  the 
lorde  sawe  that  slely  and  so  wisely  he  had  asked,  and  gafe  his  kyng- 
dome  with  his  doughter.  This  kyng*  is  Crista,  that  had  ij.  sonys. 
be  the  Eldre  sone  are  vndirstondyn)  aungells,  to  which  is  geuyn)  the 
kyngdome  that  roigneth  with  the  fadre,  with  outo  laboure.  the 
yonge  sone  is  man),  that  is  putte  in  to  the  worlde,  that  is  fuH  of 
wrechidnesse,  as  vnto  a  scole,  for  to  lyme  to  loue  god.  man)  is  the 
fyshe;  as  the  prophete  witnesseth  Abacuk,  fades  hominis  quaai 
pisc€8^  maris,  the  porter  is  the  worlde ;  and  right  as  by  the  porter 
so  by  the  worlde  we  may  transite.  the  hede  of  ^  fyshe  is  the  loue 
that  he  woldo  haue,  for  right  as  golde  is  moste  preciouse  of  aU 
metalles,  so  is  loue  moste  preciouse  of  all  thing*,  but  gyfe  the 
porter,  that  is,  the  worlde,  yj.  buffettes,  that  is,  vj.'  werkee  of  mercy. 
Ik^  the  yshere  is  ynderstondeii)  the  fleshe,  that  wil  haue  the  body,  be 
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pe  which  ftre  yndeniondyn)  delites ;  bat  gyfe  hyin)  ig.  buffetteSy  thift 
are  wakyngee,  p^'ajen,  aiu)  Ikstynges.  ^The  chambreleyii)  is  the 
deajtt,  that  wil  haae  the  grene  tajrle^  that  is,  the  Ijfe;  bat  gyft 
hjm  i\j.  buffettes,  that  is,  mekenefise,  oharite,  and  mnrcj.  Bxui  to 
cheeyng*  and  den jdyng*,  the  kyng<,  that  is,  Criste,  ahiA  gyfe  to  the 
hia  donghier,  and  the  kyngdome,  that  is,  the  bliase  of  heayxdL  to 
the  which  biyng*  vs  lem  Ciiate  1  Amen,  &a 

[XCL  ] 

(▲  MORAL  LESSON  DRAWN   FROM  GRAMMAR.) 

Synes  and  Fiendee,  ye  wote  wele,  that  fe  pronde  man)  wil  lA 
wey  be  sette  aboue  and  be-fore  o^er,  he  wil  aH  way  be  putte 
tofore  in  Euery  pkce.  But  this  yonge  childryn)  that  gone  to 
the  scole  haue  in  here  donete  this  question),  how  many  thinges  &llen 
to  apposicion)  1  and  it  is  answerid,  that  case  aH  only  that  is  a-fidle. 
what  f aUeth  be-fore  the  puttyng*  t  It  is  answerid,  that  y}.  fsUynges ; 
for  after  the  maner  of  yj.  cases  are  yj*  maner  o^  prides.  Some  are 
prowde,  that  they  haue  a  grete  name  in  the  contrey,  in  the  which 
they  dwelle,  as  bayles,  and  auditores ;  and  ofte  tyme  mennes  name 
tumes  to  shame,  for  when  they  are  dede,  symple  and  othere  banoe 
here  soules.  and  this  is  the  falle  of  hem)  pai  are  prowde  in  name^ 
and  so  we  han)  the  nominatif  case.  The  seconde  case  is  genetic 
case,  for  some  are  prowde,  that  they  come  of  noble  kynne,  and 
sayne  they  are  Gentilmen).  But  forsothe  and  we  be-holde  wele  here 
stock  that  they  come  of*,  we  shi^  se  a  falle ;  for  it  is  tolde  of  oon) 
that  was  an)  EuyH  doere,  and  so  prowde  that  his  neghboree  myght 
not  lyve  in  pease  for  him),  There  come  to  hym)  a  riche  man)  and 
a  good  man)  of*  fat  same  centre,  and  asked  hym  why  he  was  so 
prowde  t  the  tothere  answerid,  and  seide,  for  he  was  a  Gentilima]]). 
**  It  is  sothe,"  seide  the  tothere,  '^  thou  arte  a  Grentilman)  on  thy 
Fadres  syde,  but  thy  modre  was  a  strumpet ;  wherefore  and  thou 
loke  wele  a-boute,  thou  hast  no  matter  to  be  prowde."  Se,  Frendes, 
here  is  a  falle !  Then)  the  thrid  Falle  is  datiP  case,  for  there  ars 
some  that  are  prowde  for  they  mow  gyve,  and  for  they  mow  gyre 
grete  giftes.    such  men  while  they  gyven)  are  worshipped  of*  othere, 
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Dut  when)  a&  is  gyreii),  and  they  bane  no  more  that  they  mow  gyva^ 
they  are  no  more  in  worahip  than)  a-nothere  man),  for  it  is  an  olde 
proverhe,  that  when)  a  mannys  spendyng*  is  aH  gone,  that  he  haUi 
few  frendes  or  non).    Therfore  of  such  men)  is  tolde  an  EnsawmpI^ 
that  there  was  an)  £yre,  that  had  a  fayre  man^.    the  Eyre  waswitii 
a  byshope.     the    byshope    mych  worshipped   the  Eyre,  for  he 
^desyred  mekitt  the  man^r.    he  made  this  Eyre  to  sitte  with  hynl 
at  his  borde,  in  mete  tyme,  and  did  hym)  mych  worship ;  An<>  on  a 
day  as  they  sate  atte  mete,  the  bishope  spake  to  hym)  of*  this  man^ri 
bnt  he  praysed  not  this  maner.    The  Eyre  perceyued  that  the 
bishope  desyred  this  man^r.    he  thooght  within  hym)  self^,  sayengV 
**  this  bishope  mych  worshippes  me ;  i^  I  gafe  hym)  my  man^r,  thai 
he  mekiH  desyretll,  he  shold  worship  me  mekitt  more,    shortly  for 
to  speke,  he  gafe  the  byshope  his  mantra.    The  bishope  wente 
anone  f or  to  se  this  man^r  that  was  gyven)  hym),  and  dwelled  there 
a  grete  while,  but  the  houses  were  att  ruynouse'  for  Euytt  kepyng*. 
On  a  day,  a  f  de  there  was  with  the  bishope,  and  askid  of  the 
bishope,  why  he  dwelled  there  so  longet    The  bishope  answerid^ 
and  seide,  ** for  here  is  a  good  Eyre.**    ^sir,"  he  seide,  ''if>  here  had 
ben)  a  good  Eyre,  thou  shuldist^  not  haue  had  this  Eyres  maner.** 
The  bishope,  when)  he  was  sekere  of  this  man^,  and  had  it  in  his 
powere,  he  had  no  rnqre  this  Eyre  in  worship  then  he  had  oon)  of 
his  knanes.     se  then),  Frendes,  here  is  a  falls  1    for  alse  longe  as  he 
inyght  g3rve,  he  was  had  in  worship,  but  when  his  gyfite  was  gone, 
he  had  lititt  worship  or  noii).     The  fourte  case  is  accusatif  case,  and 
are  tho  that  aocusen)  theyre  neghbores,  and  for  swich  accusyng*  they 
are  wole  with  grete  men) ;  but  for  sothe  thes  ban)  a  falls,  for  of  swich 
it  falleth  as  it  did  of  the  wolfe.     It  is  tolde,  on)  a  day  the  lyon)  was 
seke,  and  it  is  his  kynde,  ^at  when)  he  is  seke  he  makith  a  grete 
roryng* ;  atte  wliichOrie  att  bestes  comeii)  to  hym)  safe  the  foxo.    to 
whome  the  wolfe  had  Envie,  and  began)  to  aeeuse  hym)  to  the  lyon), 
sayeng*,  **  lorde,  be-holde  thy  beyng*  seke ;  att  bestes  comyii)  to  thy 
wiUe  safe  the  foxe,  and  the  skitt  why  he  coroyth  not  is  this,  he  hopes 
that  thou  shuldiste  deye,  and  after  thy  dethe  he  hopith  to  be  made 
kyng*."    This  herde  the  Ijoj^,  and  in  a  grete  felnesse  and  angre  ha 
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ante  BtMByiigcni  for  fbi  fc»;  AbA  for  tb«itt  k  Hon)  aa  E^jff 
1»4oii7d  but  he  hathe  Mini  Fraide^  ooe^  ot  ibe  foxea  fiwiidw  tolda 
Iqrai)  how  tlie  upolfo  had  aaeoaedf  hjin^  to  >a  kyi^    Tha  foxa  toka  a 
jbaga,  and  xanae  foato  bj  bvena  and  thovnai^  tei7ng>  hia  akyiA;  aotf 
gadrodl  harbas  to  tha  lji>j^  audi  aaida^  ^loidi^  I  hnda  o^  tl^ 
aakenaase,  ant)  I  gadxad  harbaa  that  ia  nedfid  to  tha^aiiA  aa  ja  mom 
ae^forgadaryi^of  thaBharbaalhauareatoaiyakyiii^;  anclthiaia 
Aft  cauaa  wbj  I  ecnaa  iiot^  ^ao  aooa  m  thoa  waldista.    Boi  naw^  ai^ 
i^  thou  noldista  Tae  tkea  hmbea  aftar  mj  diapoakion)^  thoa  ahalto  ba 
hde ;  but  thaa  harbea  moato  be  aothaE  in  tha  woUaa  akyid^  and 
whan  thej  aia  aothaii)^  th^  moate  be  kyda  to  th  j  body  with  tha 
akyiil''    The  lymi)  gnrontaJ  it  thuld  ba  ao;  ancl  aaone  the  wolfo 
was  flayne.    Than)  tha  woUa  for  aorow  and  Colda  kya  agayne  tha 
fjn  in  tha  halk.    Tha  foxa  wanta  Tp  and  dowse  to  tha  kyngoa 
Chambre^  and  aaide  to  the  wolfa^  ^a I  thou  wzeohe  with  tha  redda 
Goto  and  white  fote,  if*  thoa  haddwte  not  aoouaed  othetei  but  had 
apoken)  good  of*  thy  neghboiee^  tbou  aholdkta  not  haoe  had  thk 
dkeaa.*'    loo !  ftendea,  thk  k  an)  Euytt  falk  I   lor  thk  [foUith]  ofka 
aitbea,  they  thai  dwaxjxd  othere  kllod  in  tha  aama  danipnanuoni 
Hia  fyfto  k  tha  vooa^  case,  and  ama  they  that  aie  ptowda^  that 
they  ara  Called  to  tha  kyngea  eownsayle,  aa  greto  maD^  and  otheia^ 
but  ae  a  foUe  I    ye  haua  aene  that  aome  ban)  ben)  Called  to  tha 
kyngea  cownaayk  af tar  they  has)  ben)  drawen),  and  dampned  to  an) 
EayH  dethe.    The  vj\  case  k  abktif*  caae,  and  are  they  that  atalyol 
and  laayn)  on^  o)>er  mennea  goodes,  and  with  awich  goodaa  thqf 
Ijw^  pioudly  and  delicioualy ;  But^  aa  ye  ae^  ofte  aitbea  aoch  aia 
hanged^  and  such  ban)  an  Euyli  falle.    for  oora  lorde  aaithe  in  tha 
goap^y  ha  that  hktha  hym  sh^  be  lowed^  and  he  that  loweth  hynd 
ahiA  be  hied,    for  aa  I  fynde  wiitteii),  there  are  in  thk  woi[l]de  ^« 
ladiee;  the  tone  k  a  lady  of  pride,  and  the  tothere  k  a  lady  of 
nekenease.  Bat  the  kdie  of  pride  bathe  but  ooxi)  atok  that  ehe  may 
ait  OD)^  that  k  ao  narowe,  and  ao  ahorte,  that  noi]^  may  aitto  there  on) 
but  here  self.    \)ertott  aH  that  wil  aite  by  thk  lady  of  pride,  moato 
madly  folia;  for  lucyfere,  tha  fayrasto  aung^,  wolde  haua  bei^ 
a^boua  god,  and  for  hk  highe  pride  he  waa  caato  into  haUe ;  and  so 


acn  fBB  TWO  Mvnui  oi  tas  iiooUi    amet.  toet.      419 

•hcfi  aH  ihai  wil  tit  with  this  kdy*  of  pride,  bat  they  amende  heid) 
or  they  deyeb  AncI  the  ladie  of  mekeneese,  that  ie,  ouxe  ladie 
•eynte  marie,  eiiteth  on  a  aete  that  is  so  bxode  ande  io  longe,  that  aii 
meii)  and  women)  may  aitte  with  here^  that  aie  lowoi  and  meke,  and 
benigne;  and  ahntt  be  hyed  and  lyfle  Tp  to  the  blessyd  place  of 
heuyoX  fore  right  aa  Incyfeie  wae  piondiate  of*  aii  Criatoiei^  and 
had  «  fottle  falle^  right  so  the  UdiB  of*  mekeneBae  was  mekyste  o^  aU 
eriatnzea ;  therfose  the  ia  heghiate  of  dft  Criataiea  that  ben)  in  the 
bliaae  of  heuyiA.  Here  may  meid  and  women)  ae  how  pride  is  caate 
downe  into  the  payne  of  helle,  and  hatha  a  foole  falle,  and  how 
mekenease  ia  lyf te  vp,  and  hyed  into  the  loyfufi  place  of  henyxi)| 
and  there  hathe  mych  womhip.  Thetefoie  I  cownaayle  Eo^ry  man) 
and  wonuM  ^to  lene  pride^  And  take  to  hen)  mekenesae ;  for  pride 
k  that  thing*  that  moate  ooatith«  and  leate  ia  worthe,  and  mekeneaae 
ia  that  thii^  that  leate  Ckwteai  and  moate  ia  wortheb    AmeUi  tco. 

[  XCIL  ] 
(how  two  nmriLa  wxan  anr  nr  thb  axooxa) 

SOme  tyme  in  tambaidie  dwelled  a  knyght  be«ide  an  abbey  ot 
monkea,  that  loaed  wde  men  of  Beligioidi  and  othero  of 
good  eommnnycaeioid^  and  hei'  good  knjrng*;  and  thecfora 
he  waa  ofle  amongea  hern).  Tbia  knyght  had  «  good  woman)  to  wib, 
and  «  denoQte  to  otue  ladie*  and  in  the  abbey  waa  a  monkey  that 
waa  holdyn)  an  holy  man^.  thia  womai^  choae  hym  to  be  here 
eonfeaaonie.  the  numke  come  ofte  aithea  to  thie  woman)^  and  herde 
here  conf  eaaioii)^  and  tolde  hern  many  good  wordea,  and  taught  here 
many  good  oriaoanBi  wheifore  ahe  lonyd  hym  wele.  Bat  the  Fend^ 
ttiat  ia  Enemy  to  maai)  and  to  woman  that  wolde  lyre  wele,  he 
beaied  hym  to  tempte  hem),  and  to  biyxig*  ben)  into  aynne.  The 
monke  come  on  a  day,  for  to  ahryve  the  ladiei  The  fende  waa  theva 
redie  for  to  tempte  henol,  and  biyng*  hem  into  aynne,'  and  atixied 
hem  tosynne,tbattheyconaentidtogo  arway  to-gedxe.  The  woman! 
aeide,  ^  I  ahiA  go  and  tnuBe  aome  atoxe  with  m.**  And  the  monke 
aeide,  <«I  ahdl  do  alaok*  And  whczd  they  had  done,  they  wen^ 
forihe  in  heie  wiqr  more  than)  ii^.  myle.  In  the  meane  tyme  the 
*  leaf  84.     '  One  and  e  Mf  IbM  are  bm  npaaM  ^  nmDgeoce  in  the  MS. 
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knight  come  home,  that  haci  ben)  onto,  ancl  addd  after  hk  wife,  Ml 
no  man)  Couthe  telle  where  she  was ;  ami  he  hacI  grete  merrajrk^ 
and  wente  into  hie  Chambra^  andl  fownde  hie  Cof en  broken)^  and 
his  Tresonre  awaj.  and  when)  his  meanj  had  longe  ^eied,  and 
aoughte,  atte  kste  oome  ooii),  and  saide^  ^'I  saw  here  and  a  monhe 
go  onto  atte  yate  this  daj."  ^I  trow,**  seide  the  knygfal^  '^ thejr  bol 
not  gon)  a-waye.''  and  he  mervayled  gretlj,  and  bade  hk  men^  tdos 
her  horses,  and  some  ride  on)  waje,  and  some  an)  othere^  for  to  aelDS 
after.  And  the  knyght  toke  his  horse,  with  a  certayne  of  his  meii 
with  hym),  and  toke  the  way  that  the  maii)  tolde  hymX  and  rods 
f orthe  tifi  he  (Tome  to  the  towne,  and  sperid  after  such  a  monks 
and  a  woman ;  and  it  was  tolde  hym),  that  such  y.  were  at  an  als 
honse,  and  satyn),  and  dronkynDL  the  knyf^t  eome  in  sodeynlyi 
•and  toke  hen)  bothe,  and  ladde  hem  bothe  into  aii)  olde  house,  and 
sette  hem  yer  bothe  in  a  payre  of  stookys ;  and  when  he  had  done^ 
he  rode  to  the  abbote.  and  while  he  rode,  they  sittyng<  in  tiie 
stockys  wepte,  and  made  grete  soorowe  bothe.  Than  seide  tiie 
woman)  to  the  monke,  ^sir,"  she  seide,  ^ye  tanght  me  onys  aid 
orysonn)^  that  I  shnld  say  Enery  ^day  to  oore  blessid  kdie  seynte 
marie,  And  that  day  that  I  saide  it»  I  shnld  not  &lle  in  the  deda  of 
dedly  synne."  ^what  orison),"  saide  the  monke,  ''is  thait''  aha 
saide,  ''it  is  this,  Aue  ei  gaude^  pia  tnartd,  mater  dei  ei  daanmi 
nothi  leau  Cri$Hf  regina  eeZt,  domtna  mundif  mpetairix  u^enri, 
mater  eaeta  connlii^/  miserere  mei,  et  tociue  jx^xUi  ehristiani^  et 
ne  pedmittas  me  mortaliteir  peeeare^  eed  tuam  staietieeimam  wlnntatem 
adimplere,  iimes)/"  "This  Orisouxi)  is  trew,^  the  monke  seide^ 
"  for  ofte  sithe  it  hathe  ben  f owndyn)  sothe.  bat  saidiste  thoa  ought 
this  orisonn)  to-day t"  "yee,"  she  saide,  "for  I  saide  it  at  Enyid^ 
when  I  go  to  bedde,  and  at  mome,  when  I  rise."  "  bleesyd  be  got^* 
he  saide,  "  and  yiB  helpy  lady,  for  that  hathe  kepte  ts  from  the  deda 
of  dedly  synne,  afi  thongh  we  assentid  in  wille."  "  lette  ys  then," 
she  seide,  "  say  this  orisonn)  bothe  hertly,  with  wepyng<  Eyen),  that 
this  blessid  lady  helpe  ts,  and  saue  ts  from)  shame  and  Telanye.* 
Then  they  saydyn),  and  prayde  faste.  and  when  they  had  seide  this 
oryson),  oure  blessyd  ladie  aperid  to  hem),  and  seide, "  the  Fenda 
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hathe  dissayuecl  you  bothe ;  be  wan'  from)  hens  forward,  and  for 
ye  han  praide  to  me  for  helpe,  and  Called  me  Emperesse  of  helle,  It 
BhaXt  be  wele  shewed  that  I  haae  poweie  in  helle ;  for  I  shatt  sette 
ij.  deayls  in  the  stockys  in  yonre  stid,  and  restore  home  a-gayse 
youy  with  onte  any  sklawndre  or  shame."  then  they  thanked  god 
and  OTire  ladie  with  aH  here  hertes.  And  anone  the  monke  was  in 
his  doyattfTy  and  the  woman)  in  here  Chambre.  sone  aft^r,  this 
knight  come  to  the  abbote,  and  saide,  **  thy  false  monke  hathe  a-way 
my  wife,  and  made  me  a  Cokewolde."  **  nay/'  saide  the  abbote,  **  it 
is  not  so^  for  my  monke  is  not  so  lewde,  for  to  do  such  a  dede." 
''sir,''  seide  the  knyght^  **  I  and  my  men  folowede  nfier,  and  fownde 
hem  in  such  a  towns  drynkyng*;  and  there  I  haae  sette  hem)  in  a 
payre  of  stockes."  The  Abbots  saide,  '^it  is  not  so,  for  wele  late  I 
sawe  hym)  sitte  in  the  Gloystre."  ''that  is  not  sothe,"  q«od  the 
knyghk  The  abbote  sente  for  hym),  and  he  come  anone.  ''lo  !* 
saide  the  Abbote^  ''it  is  not  sothe  tiiat  ye  sayne;  go  we  now  to 
yonre  house,  and  lette  tb  se  whethere  your  wife  be  at  home."  wheid 
they  were  into  the  Chambre  comyn),  they  fowndyn)  his  wife  sittyng* 
at  here  boke,  and  fownde  his  oofeis  hole,  and  his  Tresore  hole  abo. 
"lo  1  sir/'  he  saide^  "ye  dreme,  or  Ellys  ye.han  fastld  to  mych,  that 
jour  hede  is  Toyde,  that  thns^  wil  sklawndre  my  monke,  and  yonre 
good  wife  to-gedre."  Then  sdde  the  knyght  to  the  abbote,  "  Bide 
we  to  the  Grannge,  and  se  we  whethere  they  be  there  or  not^  for  I 
sette  hem)  there  in  the  stockes."  when  they  'were  Comyn)  in  to  the 
beme  Ihere  as  the  stookes  weie,  they  fowndyn  ij,  denyls  sittyng*  in 
the  stockis,  the  tone  like  the  monke,  And  the  tothere  like  the  wife; 
And  afi  that  sawen)  hem  were  aferde.  than  saide  the  abbote, 
benedicUef  and  blessid  hym ;  and  anone  they  ryseid,  and  bare  a-way 
the  house  rofe.  "se  now,  sir,"  seide  the  abbote,  "the  wickidnesse 
o^  the  deuyls,  that  thus  wolde  make  debate  betwene  you  and  youra 
wyfe,  and  sklawndre  my  monke  and  youre  wife ;  but  now  ye  mow 
se  the  sothe,  that  it  is  false  and  Tntrew,  and  fantomye.  therf ore, 
sire,  go,  and  shryye  you  o^  youre  foly."  here  may  men  se,  how 
ledie  pis  mdrcyfufi  lady  is  to  hem  that  wil  calle  to  here,  when  tiiey 
kan)  nede.     Ameii),  &c. 
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[xcm  ] 

(of  Air  ABouxurr  Bsrwsw  tbm  tibqxv  avd  nn  iNprOb) 

Iff  WM  tbew^J  to  an  hcij  peaofna  by  woriiciod^  tliit  «  Mgmto 
•pftlM  to  god,  mi  mid»,  ^wlii  fa  thfa  aoule  o^  thfa  womni^ 
that  thou  bought  w«h  fh J  blodt,  to  detekd  of  flie  drayBI ' 
AnoQo  the  dtuyH  Mido,  ^  Jor  n^^t  the  fa  mpiJ^  Ikes  Mido  goi^ 
<« with  what  sight  fa  aha  thTD^I"  to  whona  tha  daajtt  aBawtfid^ 
''tiiaEa  aia  ij.  wajea,  oon)  that  lanjth  to  bannily  tUsgaa,  anotb» 
that  ledith  to  helle.  and  whan  aha  behalda  boiha  tha  waye%  m  hfaa 
eoodianoa  xeaoQB)  aaida  to  haia,)at8ha  ahnldl  zathartakamy  mja; 
anit  for  8ha  had  a  fre  wiS  to  toma  to  what  way  aba  wolda,  aha 
thought  it  waa  moxa  proAtaUa  to  hara  to  toma  hiia  wiUa  to  ayiUM^ 
and  than  aha  be-gaa  to  go  my  way.  Afterwvd  I  dfaaayoad  ban 
with  thio  qnunea^  tiio  are  g^eoy,  Couetfaa  of  moneys  and  laabeiy; 
Iharfora  now  I  am  in  hara  baly»  and  in  hara  natua^  and  I  boUa 
hara  with  t.  hondaa.  with  ooii^  honda  I  holda  bare  l^yaii^  that  tbay 
aanoapirtfoidlthiBgaa;  withthaaacondabandal  bx»ldabarabanda% 
that  thay  ahuH  not  do  no  good  warkaa;  with  tha  thzid  baada  I 
bolda  hara  Site^  that  aha  go  not  to  no  good  thmgea^ ;  with  tha  fouta 
I  bolde'  hera  Tndizatondyng*,  that  aha  hatha  no  ahama  for  to  lynna; 
and  with  the  fifte  handa  I  bolda  hara  harte^  that  aha  go  not  away 
by  ODntncioiil''  Then)  tha  bleaaid  Tirgine  mazie  aaida  to  heia  aona^ 
^aona,  oompelle  hynd  to  aay  tha  troutha  of  that  thing«  that  I  wil 
aaka  hyn)."  Iha  aona  aeida,  **  thou  arta  my  modre ;  thou  aria  qnaaiii 
of  hauyid ;  thou  arta  modra  of  mercy ;  thou  arte  eomforta  of  bam 
that  are  in  puzgatoria;  thou  arte  gladnaaaa  of  hein)  that  gone  an 
pilgremaga  toheuynwardaintheworlde;  thou  arta  lady  of  aongdl; 
thou  arte  with  god  moate  azcelente ;  thou  arte  alao  piinaeaaa  Aboma 
tha  deuyH.  Tharfore^  modre»  commaunda  the  dwjB.  to  aay  whal^ 
*thoa  wilte,  and  he  ahaH  obey  to  the."  Then  tha  bleaaid  Tiigina 
marie  asked  of  tha  deuyH^  aayeng*,  ^aay,  den^  what  Entencioii^ 
had  this  woman  before  she  Entiad  the  kyrke I"  To  whama  tha 
DeuyH  answerid,  *'aha  had  a  wil  of  abatenyng*  fhmd  aynna*  Tha 
blessid  viigine  marie  saide  to  hjnd,  ''syne  the  wil  that  ahe  bad 
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be-fore  strecheth  to  helle^  saj  bow,  whethere  this  wil  stiechea  that 
she  hathe  now,  of  abstenyug*  from)  synnet"  To  whome  the  Deuytt 
answerici,  a^yne  his  wille,  '^This  wille  of  ahstenyng*  from)  synne 
ledithe  here  to  heuyh).''  Then  seide  the  yiigine  maiiey  ''of 
tightwisnesse  thou  haste  takeid  to  lede  here  flxmd  the  way  of  holy 
kyrke.  now,  deuyH,  I  aske  the  firtiiermoiey  for  here  f yiste  will^ 
now  rightwisnesse  will,  that  she  be  broaght  a^yne  to  holy  kyrlcs ; 
9Sk&  now,  DenyH,  I  aske  of  the  fiithermore,  say  thou,  what  will  she 
hathii  now  in  this  poynte,  the  which  is  now  in  here  coneienoet*^ 
The  J>eaytt  answeriti,  ''she  hatht  now  eontneioid  in  here  mynde  fto 
the  synnes  that  she  bathe  done^  and  grete  wepyng*,  and  pui^pose 
nener  to  do  so  more  such  synnesi  but  wil  amende  here,  alse  mych  as 
she  may."  Then  the  Messid  tiigine  asked  of  the  deuyU,  "  say  me, 
whethere  )»es  iij.  .synnes,  lechery,  Couetese,  and  gloteny,  mow  be 
to-gedre  in  ooid  herte  with  these  goodes,  contricioii),  wepyng*,  and 
purpose  of  amendyng*  t  **  to  whome  the  deuyH  answerid,  and  saids^ 
"nay."  And  then^  the  Uessid  virgins  seidoi  **say  me  therfeie^ 
which  of  thes  owen)  to  go  and  fle  a-waye,  whether  of  thes  vsrtuss; 
or  thes  iy.  vices,  sythen  thou  sayest  thay  mow  not  dwelle  to-gedte  In 
000)  placet"  The  Deuytt  saide,  "I  say, that  the  synnes  moste  flee.^ 
Then  the  blessid  virgins  answerid,  and  seide^  "therfors  the  way  (o 
belle  is  shitte  to  hire,  and  the  way  to  heuyid  is  opyii)  to  hire." 
Then  askid  fir^sfmore  the  blessid  virgins  of  the  deuytt,  "Tdle  ms, 
if  a  theffe  lye  before  the  dore  of  the  wife,  and  wolde  defoule  heie, 
what  shaH  than  hers  housbond  dot*  The  deuyH  aoBwerfd,  ''if  the 
housbond  be  myghty  and  good,  he  oweth  to  delTende  here,  and  putt 
his  life  for  here  life."  Then  seide  the  blessid  vitgine, "  thou,  deuyH, 
arte  a  theffe  moste  wicked^  the  soule  [that]  is  the  spouse  of  my 
sone,  the  moste  myghtiest^  housbond,  that  bought  here  with  his  owno 
blode,  thou  hast  corupte  and  viol^tly  take  away ;  Therfore  my  soae 
is  housbond  of  the  souls,  and  is  lords  a-boue  the ;  therfors  it  longelh- 
to  the  to  flee  befote  hyn^L" 
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[  XCIV.  ] 

(of  teres  questions  asked  bt  oub  lobd.) 

Oure  lorde  putt  thro  questiouns  to  his  spouse,  and  seid,  *'  I 
thy  makere,  and  thy  lorde ;  telle  me  thre  thinges  ^that  I  ask* 
of  the.  how  stondcs  the  house,  there  as  the  wife  is  cladde  as  a  ladia^ 
and  a  housbond  as  a  seruauntel  Is  it  semelj  sot"'  then  she 
answerid  with  in  here  oondencey  and  saide,  ''  my  lorde,  it  is  not 
semely  soo."  ''  so,"  oure  lorde  seide  to  here,  '*  I  am  god  o^  aH 
])ing*,  and  kyng*  of*  aungells;  I  clad  my  seruauntek,  that  h\  my 
manhode,  nought  but  to  vtterly  ytilite  and  necessite ;  I  sought  no 
thing*  in  the  worlde  but  alonly  mesurably  lyvelode  and  clothing*, 
thou  arte  my  wife ;  thou  wilte  be  as  a  ladie,  and  haue  lichesse, 
and  worshippes,  and  go  forthe  worshipfully.  To  wllat  are  alt  thes 
worthe ;  for  sothe  afi  are  vanite,  and  all  shall  be  loste.  man)  waa 
not  made  to  so  grete  supe/iLuyte,  but  to  necessite  of^  nature.  Thia 
superfluyte  fownde  pn'de,  the  which  is  now  had,  and  louyd  for 
lawe."  The  seconde  tyme  he  seide,  *'  telle  me,  whethere  it  is  semely  that 
the  housbonde  laboure  from)  mome  to  Euyn),  and  the  wife  comyth^ 
and  wastith  in  oon)  houre  aH  thing*  that  are  goten)  and  gadiedt"  aha 
answerid,  and  seide, ''  it  is  not  semely  soo ;  but  the  wife  is  holdyiil 
for  to  lyve  and  to  do  after  the  wil  of*  here  housbonde."  Then  oure 
lorde  seide,  **  I  haue  done  as  an  housbond  that  wrought  from  mome 
to  £uyn).  I  f orsothe  from)  my  yonge  age  vnto  my  passion)  labored, 
shewyng*  fe  way  goyng*  to  heuyn),  and  preching* ;  and  werke  fufi- 
iillyng* ;  that  I  taught  aH  is  my  laboure.  The  wife  is  the  soule,  that 
oweth  to  be  as  a  wife.  Then)  she  comys,  and  wastis,  when  she 
louyth  lecherie,  as  in  leuyug*  as  it  is  no  thing*  profited  to  here,  that 
I  haue  do,  ne  I  fynde  in  here  no  thing*  of  vertue  in  the  which  I 
myght  truste,  and  with  here  haue  delite."  The  third  [tyme]  he 
saide,  ''teUe  me,  in  what  house  the  lorde  is  dispised,  and  the 
seruaunie  worshippid,  whethere  [it]  is  not  [un]8emly  and  abhomyn- 
able  t ''  she  saide,  "  for-sothe,  it  is  so.**  then  oure  lorde  seide,  **  I 
am  lorde  of*  aH  thing* ;  myn  house  is  the  worlde,  and  man)  is  my 
stfTuaunte,  and  of  right  oweth  to  be ;  but  I,  that  am)  lorde,  nowe  ama 
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dbpiseJ  in  the  worldei  ancl  maid  is  wonhipped.  theif<»e  thoOi  tha 
which  I  haii6  ohosyii),  be  besyto  do  mjwille;  for  aH  thing*  that  aia 
in  the  wodde  aie  not  but  as  a  tpmne  in  the  aee,  ancl  a  yeyne  sights." 
Ameii), 

[XCV.  ] 

(or  THB  8I7IN  J>mnUi  is  A  ILLN.) 

AGiete  mud,  that  was  lettyng*  aome  tyme  as  Tn-to  the  world% 
that  was  not  conf etsid  of  a  longe  tymey  andl  greaooal j  waa 
seke,  an  holj  woman)  heide  of  his  sekenesse,  and!  pmjde  to 
goci  for  hjnd,  for  compassion)  that  she  had  of  hyA.  ancl  Crista 
aperiJ  to  here,  and  spake  to  here,  ancl  saide^  **  [Speke]  to  thy 
confesBonre,  that  he  yiasite  this  seke  ^man,  and  here  his  confessionX'' 
when  the  conf essonre  come  to  hjnd,  the  seke  man)  seidey  he  had  no 
nede  of  confession),  for  he  had  ofte  tyme  be  confessid.  The  seconde 
day,  the  confessonre  was  bidden)  of  Crisie  to  go  a^yne.  and  ha 
wente  a^yne  to  the  seke  maid,  be  reuehudon)  of  the  holy  womaid 
made  to  hire  of  Criste,  and  seide  to  hire  and  to  him)^  **  the  sone  of 
god  Ism  Criste,  the  lorde  of  the  denyH,  sayefch  to  the,  that  thoit 
haste  in  the  yij.  denyk.  con)  sittes  in  thyn  herte,  byndyng*  it,  thai 
thoa  haste  not  compimcicnd  for  thy  synnes ;  The  seconde  is  thai 
sitteth  in  thyn)  Eyen),  that  thou  seiste  not  the  prophete  of^  thy  soole ; 
The  thrid  deuytt  is  that,  ^t  sitteth  in  thy  mouthe,  pat  thou  shuldiste 
not  speke  tho  thingfes]  that  are  to  the'  worship  of  god ;  The  foorte 
sitteth  in  thy  membres,  therfore  thou  haste  louyd  aH  vncleunesse ; 
The  T^  sitteth  in  thyn  handes,  and  in  thy  fete,  and  therfore  thou 
haddiste  no  shame  to  Bobbe  men),  and  to  slee ;  The  7)^  ii  in  thy 
Inwarde  stomak,  and  therfore  thou  arte  geuyn)  to  gloteny,  and  to 
dronkennesse ;  The  T^j.  is  in  thy  soule,  where  god  shuld  sitte,  and 
now  sitteth  there  the  deuytt,  thyn)  Enemy.  Therfore  be  repentaunt* 
and  soritf  the  son^re,  for  yette  god  shali  haue  merej  on  the.*  than 
the  seke  man)  [seide]  with  teres,  **  how  m^  thou  be-hete  me  marey, 
or  graunte,  that  ame  bownde  in  so  many  synnes  t "  The  confeesoora 
answerid,  **  I  swere  to  the,  and  ani)  Experte ;  and  it  thou  haddiste 
done  many  moo  and  grett^r,  by  contncioii)  thou  shalt^  be  sanyd.* 
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Then  the  mke min)  sride argtyne  Efto  ■onya witli  tent, ^likpfffni 
of  the  helthe  of  in  j  aoolei  for  I  hMie  madehcnuige  to  tiM  dmi}rH||]Mt 
ofto  tithe  hathe  spoken)  to  me;  ami  now  am  aizta  yvM  ddt  mat 
moo,  and  neuer  made  confeasioD),  ne  nea^  lesaajuecl  Criates  bodji 
bat  fejned  me  to  go  fene,  when)  oper  were  houaelifl ;  and  now  an])  I 
»-know  to  the,  fadre,  that  aich  terea  as  I  now  bane  I  hail  nen^ 
bo-fore,  that  I  have  in  mynde  of.  tiierfoie  that  day  he  was  confeaskt 
iii3.tymes.  and  the  saoonde  day  altar  Uaconteaioal  he  waabonsslid; 
and  the  ecmtridxai^  that  he  had  in  his  Ends  wia  the  aigne  and  tokeid 
of  hia  liberacftbsX  aflar  thiai  the  TJ^.  dayhodayed;  of  whon)  Casta 
apake  to  this  holy  woman)  that  praide  for  hja^  aayang*  thna»  ^[Thia] 
man)  aeroed  to  that  thaf e^  to  whome  the  perdi  I  ahawed  to  the 
be>f ore ;  and  now  the  danyS  ia  fled  from)  hyu^  to  whom  he  had  dona 
homage,  and  that  waa  for  the  contrtdon)  that  ha  had ;  and  now  ha 
eomyth  to  pnigactbiilL  Batthoamay8teaake,whythiBman)diaaeraad 
ooutrMUon),  that  wea  vmbekpped  with  so  many  aynnea ;  I  anawoM 
to  the,  for  ^ot  made  ma  ^lona,  for  I  had  mannya  oontneicw)  to  tha 
kste  poynte,  and  the  marite  and  prayers  of  my  modza.  for  why! 
thia  man)  lonyd  herei  and  had  in  Coatome  to  haua  oompaasioi])  d 
here  aorowoi  ala  ofte  as  he  be-halde  here,  or  herde  hera  named; 
lherf(Nre  ha  hathe  foande  the  profite  and  tha  Ttilita  of  Ua  hallha^ 
and  ahatt  be  sauyd."    Amen)  &e. 

[XCVL  ] 

(how   a   HBATHBN   woman   was  OONYBBTID.) 

Onre  ladie  seynte  marie,  the  modre  of  Criste  Iharo,  spake  to  an 
holy  woman),  the  spouse  of  here  sons,  sayeng*  thus,  **  there  is 
no  thing*  that  pleasith  so  mych  god,  as  dothe  a  man)  or  a 
woman)  that  iouyth  god  aboue  aH  thing*.  Beholde,  for  I  ahali  aay  to 
the  an  Ensawmple  and  a  semelitude  of  a  woman,  that  waa  a  paynynd^ 
that  no  thing*  knew  of  the  feithe  of  holy  kyrk.  she  thought  tboa 
m  here  herte  with  in  here  self,  **  I  know  of  what  made  I  am)^  and  of 
which  I  come  into  my  modera  wombe,  and  I  beleoe  that  it  ia 
Impossible  [for]  me  to  haue  a  body,  and  loyntes,  and  bowels,  and 
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witte,  bat  i^  it  hacl  beid  genyii^  me ;  andl  therfbre  tisere  is  mmnB 
nmkero,  that  made  me  so  fayre  a  penone  of  mankynde,  tmd  woMa 
not  make  me  foole,  as  wonnes  ami  aeipentea  therfore,  as  me  thinke, 
thooglie  I  hanA  many  housbomlea,  and  if>  thej  ali  Oallecl  me,  I  shuki 
mtiier  at  (»d  CaUjng*  lemM  to  mjmakeze,  theii)  to  thoToioea  of  hend 
att.  I  bane  also  many  childiyn),  sones  anJ  dooghtere ;  neuer  the  leas 
i^  I  aawe  hen)  haue  mete  in  heie  handes,  and  wiste  that  my  makexe 
hongredy  I  shuld  take  the  mete  from  the  handes  of  my  Ghildxyid^ 
anci  loyfott  presente  it  to  my  niakeie.  I  haue  also  many  poesessions, 
the  which  I  dispose  at  my  wille ;  neu^rthe-lese  if  I  wiste  the  wiH  o^ 
my  makere,  I  shuld  gladly  do  leue  my  wille,  and  dispose  hem  to  my 
makeie  wille."  Then  seide  oure  lady  to  the  spouse  of*  here  sone, 
''  Beholde,  doughter,  what  god  hath  done  to  this  woman,  that  is  a 
paynym).  he  sente  to  here  oon)  of  his  £rendee,  that  Enfoormed  here 
in  the  holy  feithe ;  and  god  hym  self*  yesite  here  herte,  as  thou  may 
vnderstonde  of  the  wordee  of  the  woman),  for  why  t  whan  the  man 
of  god  prechid  to  here  oon)  god,  that  is  with  onto  begynnyng*  and 
with  oute  Endyng«,  that  is  makere  of  att  thing*,  she  answerid,  that  ia 
sothe,  she  saieth,  and  credible,  that  he  fat  made  me,  made  att  thing*, 
and  hatha  aboue  hym)  no  makere ;  and  therfore  it  is  trew  that  hia 
life  is  Eo^lastyng*,  that  myght  gyve  me  lyfe.  And  when  thia 
woman)  had  herde  that  the  same  makere  had  take  of^  mankynde^  o^ 
the  yiigine  marie,  and  that  he  with  his  mouthe  prechid,  she  answerid, 
and  seide,  goode  it  is  to  be  be-leue  the  vertuoose  wordea  of  god. 
Bat  than,  goddis  frende,  say  thou  ^to  me,  what  are  Uio  wordes  that 
wentyn)  oute  of  the  mouthe  of  the  makere  of  att'  thing*,  I  wil  leue  my 
wille,  and  obey  to  att  his  wordes.  Then  preching*  the  £rende  of  go^ 
of*  the  passion),  and  of*  the  Crosse  of  god,  and  of*  his  resurrecdoii), 
The  woman)  answerid  with  wepyng*  Eyen),  and  saide,  blessid  be  g^, 
that  so  paciently  shewed  his  Charite  in  Erthe,  the  which  he  had  to 
Ts  in  heuyn) ;  Therfore  I  loued  hym  be-fore  that  made  me.  now  I 
am  constreyned  and  bownde  to  loue  hym),  for  he  bathe  shewed  to 
me  fe  right  way,  and  bathe  boughte  me  with  his  preciouse  blode. 
Therfore  I  am  holdyn  to  seme  hym  with  att  my  strengthea  And 
meynbres,  for  he  bought  me  with  his  membres ;  and  ou^  that  I  an^ 
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dooioto-  to  zennBy  anJ  patt  a-waj  aH  my  deaire  fto  mo,  thai  I  hid 
fynte  to  poaaeaaioiiay  anJ  childre,  anJ  frendeay  anJ  aH  only  for  to 
deaize  my  makere,  in  bia  loye,  thai  neuar  ahiA  bane  Ende."  Thad 
aeide  bleeaid  marie,  the  modie  of  go^  to  here  aonnya  apouae^ 
''be-holdeydoii^t^r,  how  thia  woman)  puiehaaUl  manyfoldeiewaidea 
for  hem  lone,  right  ao  ia  gyyen)  zewani  to  ieh  man)  and  wcmaai^ 
after  that  they  lonen)  god,  while  they  lyreid  in  thia  woddek" 
Ameni)^  &c 

ExFuorr  [di]  Gnrn  soiuvaBinr  xr  mi  too  rAXBuiL 


I.  fn  noBT  Of  ASALAMtA.    w.  sa  WOIM.  •        429 


ADDITIONAL  STOEIES 

(not  nr  THB  jibs). 
JWn  Wfnk^  46  W9rd4^9  JBOItUn,  eitv:  1610. 

[  L    Sign.  A  ^'.] 

SOmtyme  there  dwelled  in  Borne  a  pnyssaimte  Emperour, 
whiche  liad  a  donghter,  a  fayie  eieaioiey  and  was  named 
AUenta,  whome  djaene  and  many  kn jghtes  and  other  grete 
lordes  desyied  to^  theyr  wyl  This  Atlenta  was  wonder 
swyfte  of  foote  /  wheifoie  sache  a  lawe  was  ordejned,  that 
no  man  sholde  hane  her  to  wyfe^  bat  sache  as  m jght  oaer  xenne  her, 
and  take  her  by  strength  of  foot.  And  so  it  befell,  that  many  came^ 
&  ranne  with  her  /  bat  she  was  so  swyfte,  that  no  man  myght 
oaertake  her,  by  coors  of  rennynge.  At  the  lasts  there  came  a 
knyght,  named  Pomeys,  vnto  her  fader,  &  sayd  to  hym  thas  /  *^  my 
/  lords,  yf  it  myght  please  yoa  to  gyae  me  yoor  dooghter  to  wyfe,  I 
wyl  gladly  renne  with  her"  /  Than  sayd  her  fieuler,  ''There  is  suche 
a  lawe  ordeyned  and  sette,  that  who  so  wyll  haae  her  to  wyfe,  most 
fyrste  renne'  with  her;  and  yf  he  fayle  in  his  coors,  that  he  oaertake 
her  not,  he  shall  lose  his  hede  /  and  yf  it  fortane  hym  to  oaertake, 
than  shall  I  wedde  her  ynto  hym  "  /  And  whan  the  kynge  had  tolde 
hym  alle  the  peryll  that  myght  fiedle  in  the  wynnynge  of  her  /  the 
knyght  wylfally  grannted  to  abyde  that  leopardy.  Than  the  knyght 
lete  ordeyne  hym  thre  bailee  of  golde,  ayenst  the  rennynge.  And 
whan  they  had  begonne  to  renne  a  lytel  space,  the  yonge  4ady  oner 
ranne  hym  /  than  the  knyght  threwe  forth  before  her  y*  fyrste  balls 
of  golde.  And  whan  the  damoysell  sawe  y  ball,  she  stoaped,  and 
toke  it  yp ;  and  that  whyle  the  knyght  wanne  before  her ;  bat  that 
auayled  lytcll  /  for  whan  she  had  that  perceyaed,  she  ranne  so  fast^ 

*  her  lo,  ed.  '  xeniiey  «iX. 


that  in  shoite  space  she  gate  befaie  hjm  agajne.  And  than  ha 
threwe  forth  the  seconde  balle  of  golde  /  and  ahe  atoaped,  aa  aha 
dyde  bef oie,  to  take  it  yp  /  &  in  that  whyle  y*  knyght  wanna  httan 
her  agayne  /  whiche  this  yonge  damoaell  aeynge^  oonstnyned  bar 
aelfe,  and  lanne  ao  faat|  tyll  at  the  last  ahe  had  hym  at  a  Tannt^^ 
agayne,  and  ma  afine  hynL  JLnd  hj  that  tlyme  they  ware  nji^ 
the  nuurke,  where  they  aholde  abyde  /  wherfoie  the  knyght  threwe 
the  thxyde  balle  forth  befiire  her  /and  lyke  aa  ahe  had  done  before^ 
[ahe]  aiouped  downa  to  take  Tp  the  balle  /  and  the  whjie  ahe  waa  in 
takynge  yp  the  thyrde  balle,  the  knyght  gate  afore  her,  and  waa  iyiat 
at  the  atandynge  /  &  thna  waa  ahe  wonna  IT  By  this  Emperoore  ia 
▼ndaiatande  thefcderof  henen/and  [by]  thianMjdemiafndantande 
the  aovle  ol  man,  wilk  whoae  many  danyUea  de^yren  lo  laBno  /  and 
ta  dyae^yne  her  themgh  thayr  taiptaiiyena  /  bni  ahe  wiihataadatfi 
theyoa  mygihtlj,  and  onarcometh  hym  /  and  whan  be  halh  dene  bia 
fewer  /  and  may  not  apede^  than  [he]  makelb^  the  thia  baOaa  of 
golde  /  and  oaateUi  them  balbie  ber,  in  the  tbie  9gm  ot  muk  /  thai 
ia  to  aaye  /  in  yontb,  in  manbode,  and  in  aide  ago.  In  yontb  be 
eaatetb  the  baUe  of  lecbeiy  before  ber,  that  ia  to  aaye^  tbe  dMyie  oC 
fleaahe  /  nenertheleeaa  for  al  %hW  baUa  often  tymea  nan  ^ff^inriinrth 
the  denyll  bf  eonfeaqroB,  contiEycyoB,  penannee^  and  aatyafaoqfaa. 
The  aeeonde  balle  ia  the  balle  of  piy da,  the  whiche  the  detail  caitath 
to  man  in  bia  a&anhode  /  that  ia  to  aaye^  in  hia  myddell  age  /  bni 
thia  balle  man  oftentymea  oneicomethy  aa  be  dyde  the  f yratoi  Bni 
kte  hym  beware  of  y*  thyide  balle,  idnche  ia  the  balle  of  eone^jM^ 
that  the  denyll  castetbTnto  man  in  hia  olde  age,  that  iafiill  diedefalL 
For  but  yf  a  man  may  ooeieome  thia  balle  witb  thia  olber  two^  tbaa 
he  shall  leee  hia  bonoure^  that  ia  to  aay^  y*  kyngedome  of  benen. 
For  whan  man  brennetb  in  coaetyae,  he  thynketb  not  on  gooatl j 
rychesse^  for  ener  his  berie  ia  aetto  in  worldly  goodea,  and  leekelb 
not  oi  piayeray  ne  <^  almea  dedea  /  and  thua  kaelb  he  bia  barytags^ 
to  the  whiche  God  bathe  bought  bym  witb  bia  pieqroiia  blode» 
Unto  y*  wfaiobe  Ihesua  brynga  yoa  and  me,  and  alia  manJ^mdel 

>  markaUi,«l. 


It  A  KUNAi  ■EQtMW  fO  BIB  XHSa  BOm.     W.  lUI  WOBDB.     431 

[  n.    SigiLA.  iy.  ] 

THere  dwelled  eomtTme  in  Borne  a  myghtj  Empeiour  isd  ft 
wyee,  named  Ancelme^  whiebe  bare  in  bis  axmes  a  ehelde 
of  sylner,  inth  fyue  leed  loeys.  Tbis  Empenmr  bad  tbro 
sones,  wbom  be  loned  modie  /  be  bad  aleo  eoniynnall 
vane  witb  tbe  kynge  of  Egypt  /  in  tbe  wbicbe  waire  bo 
loet  all  bis  tempoiall  goodeay  exoepte  a  yertoons  tre.  It  fortuned 
after  on  a  day,  y*  be  gane  baftayll  vnto  y*  sayd  kynge  ot  Egypt, 
wberin  be  was  grenonsly  wounded.  Nenertbeles  be  opteyned  tbe> 
yyctoTy,  notwitbstandynge  be  bad  bis  dedely  womide  /  Wbeifbio 
wbyle  be  kye  in  poynte  of  detb,  be  called  ynto  bym  bis  eldest  sone^ 
ft  sayd  /  ^my  moost  dere  ft  welbelonede  sons,  all  my  temponJl 
xycbesse  I  bane  exspended,  ft  almoost  no  tbynge  is  kite  me,  ezoepto 
a  Teitaons  tie,  y*  wbicbe  standetb  in  tbe  myddes  of  myne  empyie. 
I  gyne  to  tbe  all  y*  is  Tnder  tbe  evtbe  and  abone  tbe  eitbe  of  y^samo 
tree."  **0\  my  lenerent  fader,**  qnod  be^  **!  tbanke  yon  mooba* 
Tban  sayd  tbsmperoiire,  ^  Calle  to  me  my  aeoonde  sons.*  ancme  bis 
eldest  sons,  gretely  gladded  of  bis  lidexs  gyite,  called  in  bis  broder  / 
and  wban  be  came,  tban  sayd  tbemperoiur  /  ''my  dere  sone^**  qnod 
be,  *  I'may  not  make  my  testament,  for  so  mocbe  tbat  I  bane  spent 
al  my  goodes,  except  a  tiee,  wbicb  standetb  in  my  empyre,  of  tbe 
wbicbe  tree  I  gyue  ft  beqnetbe  to  y*  all  y*  is  grete  and  smala*^ 
Tban  answered  be^  and  sayd,  '^My  reaerent  fader,  I  tbanke  yon 
mocbe."  Than  sayd  tbempeionie.  ''calle  to  me  my  thyrde  sone"  / 
and  so  it  was  dona  And  wban  be  was  come,  tbe  Emperonr  sayd, 
''My  dere  sone^  I  mnst  dye  of  this  seknesse,  ft  I  bane  bnt  onely  a 
Tsrtoons  tree,  of  tbe  wbicbe  I  bane  beqnetbed  tby  bretherin  tbeyr 
poTcyon,  and  to  tbe  I  byqnethe  tby  poreyon^  /  fbr  I  wyll  y*  y*  bane 
(tf  tbe  sayd  tree  all  y*  is  wete  ft  drye."  Than  sayd  bis  sone^  "Fader, 
Qod  tbanke  yon  1  **  Soone  alter  tbat  the  Emperonr  bad  made  his 
byqnest,  he  deyed.  And  tbe  eldest  sons  anone  toke  season  of  the 
tree.  Whan  the  seconde  broder  this  herde^  be  sayd,  "bioder  myn, 
by  what  lawe  or  tytoU  occnpyed  y'  this  tree!"  "Dere  broder^'* 
qnod  he>  "I  occnpyed  by  this  ^ytell  /  my  fader  gaue  me  all  y*  is 
▼nder*  erthe  and  abone  of  tbe  sayd  tree,  and  therfore  by  reason  this 
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ire  is  myxL"  ''Unknowynge  to  the,"  qnbd  the  seconde  liroder,  ^he 
gaue  me  al  that  le  in  hrede^  length,  &  depnee  of  y*  tayd  trae  /  end 
therfoie  I  hane  aa  grete  lyght  in  the  tree  as  thotL"  Thia  heijageii 
the  thyzde  sone  came  ynto  theym,  A  aayd,  ^  0 1  ye  my  best  bekiied 
brethem,  it  behoneth  yon  not  to  stiyne  for  this  tree  /  fi)r  as  moehe 
lyght  haae  I  in  this  tree  aa  ye  /  for  well  ye  wote  by  the  lawe^  tluift 
the  last  wyll  &  testament  ought  to  atande  /  for  aothely  he  gane  wm 
of  the  sayd  tree  all  y*  is  wete  and  dzye,  and  theifbte  by  lyg^  tha 
tree  is  myn  /  but  for  aa  moche  aa  your  talea  ben  grete,  and  myna 
also  /  my  cotmceyll  is,  that  we  be  Instyfyed  by  reaacm  /  for  it  ia  noi 
good  ne  oonunendable^  that  ony  atiyfe  or  dyssencyon  shdde  be 
amonge  ys.  Here  besyde  dweUeth  a  kynge  of  reason  /  for  it  is  no^ 
good  to  stryoe,  go  we  there  ynto  hym  /  &  eoexyche  of  tb  laye  hia 
ryght  before  hym  /  and  lyke  as  he  wyll  luge,  atande  we  ynto  hia 
lugement"  Than  sayd  his  bretheiin,  ''thia  coonceyl  is  good." 
wherfore  they  wente  al  thie  ynto  y*  kynge  of  Beason,  and  eaeiychone 
of  theym  syngulerly  shewed  forthe  his  ryght  ynto  hym,  lyke  aa  it  ia 
aayd  before.  Whan  the  kynge  had  herde  theyr  tytlea  /  he  rahersed 
them  all  agayne  syngoleriy,  fyrst  aaynge  ynto  the  eldest  sone  thnsi 
^  Thou  sayest  for  the,"  quod  the  kynge,  **  thy  fader  gane  the  tfl  thai 
ia  ynder  the  erthe  and  abone  the  erthe  of  the  sayd  tree.  And  to  the 
seconde  broder  he  byquethed  all  that  is  in  biede,  length,  &  depnea 
of  that  tree.  And  to  the  thyrde  broder  he  gaue  al  that  is  wete  and 
drye."  And  with  that  he  layde  the  lawe  for  them,  and^  sayd  /  that 
y*  last  wyll  ought  for  to  stands.  *^  Now,  my  de^ie  sones,  breuely  I 
shall  satysfye  all  your  reasons."  And  whan  he  hadde  thus  aayd,  ha 
tonmed  hym  ynto  the  eldest  broder,  saynge  thus,  *'My  deie  sone^ 
yf  the  lyst  to  abyde  j*  lugement  of  ryght^  the  behoueth  to  be  letten 
blode  of  the  ryght  arme."  '^  My  lorde,"  quod  he,  *^  your  wyll  ahall 
be  done."  Than  called  the  kynge  forth  a  dyscrete  physycyon, 
oommaundynge  to  lete  hym  blode.  Whan  the  eldest  sone  waa  thua 
letten  blode,  y*  kynge  sayd  to  them  all  thre  /  **  my  dere  aones,"  quod 
he,  *'  wheie  is  your  fader  buryed  1 "  Than  answered  they,  and  sayd  / 
^'Forsothe,  my  lorde,  in  suche  a  place."  Anone  the  k3rnge  oom- 
maunded  to  dclue  yp  the  body,  and  to  drawe  out  a  bone  of  his  brest^ 
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and  to  bury  his  body  agsyiie/&  so  it  was  done.    And  whan  y*  bone 
was  diawen  out,  the  kynge  commaonded  y*  it  sholde  be  layde  in  the 
blode  of  the  elder  broder,  &  y*  it  sholde  lye  tyll  it  had  leceyued 
kyndely  the  Uode,  and  than  to  be  layde  in  y*  sonne^  and  diyed  /  Ss 
after  that^  it  sholde  be  wasshen  with  clere  water  /  his  semauntee 
f  alfylled  ail  that  he  badde.    And  whan  they  began  to  waashe,  y* 
blode  yanysshed  clene  away,    whan  the  kynge  sawe  this,  he  sayd 
to  the  seconde  sone  /  ''it  behoneth,  that  y*  be  laten  blode,^  as  thy 
broder  is."    Than  sayd  he,  <'My  lorde,  thy  wyll  shall  be  folfylled"  / 
&  anone  he  was  semed  lyke  as  his  broder  was,  in  all  thynge.    And 
whan  they  began  to  wasshe  the  bone,  the  blode  Tanysshed  awaye. 
Than  sayd  j*  kynge  to  the  thyrde  sone, ''  My  dere  chylde,  it  behoneth 
the  also  to  be  laten  blode.**    He  answered'  and  sayd,  **  My  l<»de,  it 
pleaeeth  me  well  so  to  be."    Whan  the  yongest  broder  was  laten 
blode^  and  seraede  in  all  thynge  lyke  as  his  two  breUiem  were  seraed 
before,  Whan  the  kynges  seniannt  began  to  wasshe  the  bone^  they 
myght  ney ther  for  wasshynge  ne  for  biekynge  do  awaye  the  blode 
of  y*  bone,  but  euer  it  appered  blody.    whan  y*  kynge  sawe  this,  he 
sayd  /  **  it  apered  openly,  y*  this  blode  w^ont  doubte  is  of  Uie  nature 
of  this  bone  /  ihou  arte  his  tme  sone,  and  these  other  ig.  ben 
bastaides.     I  gyue  to  the  that  tree  for  ener  more."    IT  Dere  fiendes, 
this  Emperour  is  oore  lorde  Ihesn  cryst^  whiehe  bare  a  shelde  of 
syluer,  with  fyne  reed  rosys  /  that  is  to  saye,  his  body  y*  was  so 
fayre,  soo  dere,  &  more  radyent  than  ony  sylaer,  accordynge  w*  y* 
psaimes  saynge  thus,  Speciosus  forma'  prs  filiis  homin«m.    That  is 
to  saye,  he  was  more  specyous,  &  fayrer  of  shape,  than  all  the 
chylderin  of  men.     By  this  .v.  rosys  we  ynderstande  his  .t.  woundes, 
whiehe  he  suffired  for  mankynde.    And  by  the  kynge  of  Egypte  we 
ynderstande  y*  deuyll,  ayenst  whome  he  faught  all  the  tyme  of  ^  his 
lyfe  /  &  at  last  was  slayne  for  mankynde.    Neuertheles  before  his 
deth,  he  made  his  testament  to  his  thre  sones.     By  the  fyrst,  to 
whome  he  gaue  of  the  tree  al  y*  was  vndor  erthe  and  aboue  /  we 
shall  ynderstande  the  myghty  men  &  states  of  this  worlds,  to  whome 
he  hath  gyuen  power  in  erthe,  in  water,  &  in  ayer,  so  y*  be  obedyent 
at  theyr  wyll  all  thynge  ynder  heoen.     By  the  seconde  sone^  to 
'  bolde,  ed.        '  aofwere^  ed.        *  formo^  mC        ^  of  of;  aI. 
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whome  he  gane  the  tree  in  lengthy  bzede  &  depnei^  ire  may  Tadaii- 
itonde  the  wytty  mxtn.  of  this  wedde,  aa  luatyday  Toeatee^  &  man  of 
lawe ;  tfaeae  men  hane  pomr  in  leDgth^  &  bnida  &  depnei^  rptm 
gent jhnen  of  myddell  d^gre,'  &  vpon  poote  men,  thejm  to  dame  ft 
to  luge,  aa  they  lyat  By  the  iy^  aone,  to  whome  he  gaae  all  y*  waa 
wete  &  diye  of  j*  tie,  we  ahall  Tndentonde  good>ciyaten  men, 
whiche  haue  A  aof&e  bdthe  wete  &  drought  /  that  ia  to  aay%  miw 
pooerte,  now  trouble,  now  solaoe,  now  eaie,  nowe  eolde^  now  hate  / 
and  all  this  they  receyue  of  ^god  /  thsnkefully.  thia  nolile  tree  y* 
WM  thus  byquethed  to  [them],  Thia  tree  ia  the  tree  of  paiadyae  /  y* 
is  to  saye,  enerbatyjige  loye  of  heuen,  whiche  la  gyueii  to  tb  al,  yf 
we  wyl  take  it  thankfidly ;  neuerthelea  it  is  geueii^  in  dyuene  wyae^ 
&  not  egally,  for  aome  hath  more,  &  some  hath  leasee  after  thett 
meiytea.  this  notw^tondyiige  euary  man  opteyneth  not  /  'therim 
it  behoueth  them  to  go  Tnto  y*  kynge  of  xeaaon  /  y*  ia  to  aay,  Tnto 
y*  feuler  of  heuen,  whiehe  knoweth  all  thjnge  or  they  be  madei 
Ihe  fyrste  sone  waa  lete  blode,  d?  in  his  Uode  the  bone  waa  wrapped. 
By  thia  blood  we  shall  ynderstande  our  merytoiy  dedea  /  and  be  j* 
[bone,  the  which  ia]  whyte  and  heuy,  almea  dede,  whiche  is  fiill  heuy 
to  theym  that  gyueth  almea ;  neuerthelea  it  maketh  y*  aoule  whyte  / 
Wherfoiw  whan  theae  mjfgtxjby  men  haue  almes,  or  to  do  a  mecytoiy 
dede,  though  it  be  made  diye^  ande  stablysshed  with  the  sonne  & 
hj  the  wynde  of  dyuyne  piedicacyon,  neuertheles  whan  [cometh]  the 
water  of  pryde,  enuy,  wrath,  and  of  suche  other,  all  the  merytoiy 
dede  done  before  ia  brought  to  nought,  and  the  blood  /  that  is  to 
aaye,  almea  dede,  by  the  whiche  they  sholde  come  to  euerlastynge 
lyf,  begynneth  to  vanysshe  awaye.  For  why,  as  the  appostle  sqrth/ 
he  that  offendeth  in  one  synne,  is  gylty  in  alL  This  blode  latei^ 
whiche  lete  them  blode,  is  a  dyscrete  confessoure  /  though  the 
myghty  men  of  this  worlds  doo  good,  and  fulfyll  theyr  penaunce  / 
neuertheles  whan  j*  water  of  couetyse,  that  is  to  saye^  whan  the 
purse  ia  full  of  pence,  anone  they  gyue  true  lugement  /  ayonst  whome 
it  is  wryten  thus,  The  wysdome  of  this  worlde  is  no  thynge  els  but 
foly  afore  god  /  and  ayenst  the  myghty  men  of  this  worlde  speketh 
holy  scrypture,  and  sayth,  where  ben  tho  myghty  men,  whiche  were 
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prayaed  ainoikge  the  byidaft  of  heuen,  ete,  and  drynke,  and  often 

dessended  vnto  hell)    The  tliyide  eone  of  this  Emperouie  la  a  good 

<:r78t(Dn  man,  whiohe  all  the  tyme.of  his  lyfe  dyde  good  dedee^  and 

lyaed  without;  piyde^  enuj,  or  lechery ;  frome  the  bone  of  aaehe  a 

man  the  blode.niay  npt  be  waesh^i  awaye  /  y^  is  [to]  aaye,  his  mery- 

toiy  dede  may  not  be  pot  awaye  frome  penaoiicep    auche  a  man  is 

the  true,  cfaykle  of  god ;  of  vhome  oure  lorde  speketh  thna  /  The 

nhiche  hane  fonsaken^  all  thynge  for  me^  &c.  y*  is  to  say,  ye  y*  hane 

forsaken  wyll  of  synne,  shal  xeceyue  an  hondred  tymes  moxid  /  y^ia 

to  saye,  ye  shall  not  onely  reoeyne  the  tree  of  paiadjse,  but  also  y* 

hetytage  of  heaen  /  these  two  other  sunes  ben  bastardes,  for  why, 

that  they  behote  in  theyr  baptesme  they  wrought  all  j*  contrary, 

thragh  theyr  wyckede  lynynge ;  A  therfore  he  y*  desyreth*  to  opteyne 

y*  loye  of  hauen,  hym  behaneth  to  abyde  stedfastly  in  werkynge  of 

good  dedeSy  &  than  by  leason  may  he  opteyne  the  tree  of  paradyse  / 

unto  the  whiche  y*  Lorde  brynge  ys,  whiche  lyueth  and  r^gneth 

eternal  without  ende !    Amen. 

[HI] 

IN  Borne  dwelled  a  noble  Emperoure,  named  Dypelesyan,  whiche 
aboue  all  worldly  goodea  loned  y*  v^n  of  chaiyte^  whej^oie  he 
desjrred  gcetly  to  knowe  what  f oule  louede  her  byidea  beet^  to  this 
entente,  y*  he  myght  therby  gro^c  to  more  parfyte  charyte.  It 
fortuned  afber  vpon  i^  day,  y^  this  Emperoure  walkede  to  the  forest 
to  take  lus  dysporte,  where  as  he  founde  the  nest  of  a  grete  byrde^ 
y*  is  called  in  latyn  Strucio,  w^  her  byrde  /  j*  whiche  byrde  them^ 
perour  toke  with  hym,  &  dosed  hym  in  a  Teasel  of  glasse.  The 
moder  of  this  lytell  byxde  foloweth  after  to  themperours  palace,*  jp 
entred  in  to  the  halle  wh«»  her  byrde  was  closed.  But  whan  she 
sawe  her  byrde,  and  myght  not  by  no  menes  come  to  her,  ne  get^ 
her  out,  she  tomed  agayne  to  the  forest,  and  there  she  abode  thre 
dayes  /  &  at  y*  last  she  tomed  agayne  to  y*  pallays,  bexynge  in  her 
mouthe  a  worme  y*  is  called  Thumare.  Whan  she  came  where  her 
byrde  was,  she  lete  the  worme  falle  vpon  the  glasse,  thragh  vertue 
of  whose  blode  the  glasse  brake,  &  the  byrde  escaped,  &  flewe  fortii 
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ir*  liis  moder.  Wban  the  Empootir  mwB  thia^  he  pnysed  modM 
y*  moder  of  thie  byide,  whiehe  so  dylygentlj  labomed  far  the 
ddyiiezaiiiioe  of  her  hyide.  IT  My  frandefl^  this  Emperou  is  the 
-ftder  of  heaeiiy  whiehe  wondeify  loaed  them  y*  hea  peifyte  in  Ions 
ft  chaiyte.  This  lytell  byrde  dosed  in  the  |^asse»  &  taken  tio  y* 
foreet^^  was  Adam  our  forefidery  whiehe  was  ezylled  fim  Fazadyas^ 
A  put  in  the  ^asse  /  y*  is  to  si^  in  helle.  This  herynge  the  HMdsr 
of  the  byxde  /  y^  is  to  wete,  the  sons  of  god,  [he]  desoeaded  fko 
heoen,  ft  oame  to  the  forest  of  the  woildei  ft  lynede  here  .ig.  dayes 
ft  more,  herynge  w*  hym  a  woime  /  y*  is  to  aaye,  manhode,  aeooid- 
ynge  w*  the  paalme  saynge  thus,  £^  susii  vennis  et  noa  homa 
ThatistosayeylamawormeyftnonMUL  Thismanhodehe'siifl[er]ed 
to  be  shtyne  amonge  y*  lewes  /  of  whose  blode  the  Teasel  etemall 
was  broken,  ft  the  byrde  wente  ont^  that  is  to  saye,  Adam  wente 
forthe,*  with  his  moder,  the  sons  of  ahay^ty  god,  and  flewe  vnto 
lieiien. 

[  rv.  ] 

SOmtyme  dwelled  in  Borne  a  worthy  Emperoor  ft  a  wyse,  whiehe 
had  a  fayre  donghter,  ft  foil  gracyons  in  the  syght  of  eneiy 
man.  This  Emperonre  bethoii§^t  hym  vpon  a  daye  to  whome  he 
myght  gyne  his  dooghter  in  maryage,  saynge  thus,  ^yf  I  gyne  my 
doughter  to  a  ryche  man,  ft  he  be  a  f  ole,  than  is  she  lost  /  ft  yf  1 
gyne  her  to  a  poors  man  and  a  wytty,  then  may  he  gete  his  lyuyng« 
for  hym  ft  her  by  his  wysdome,"  There  was  y*  tyme  dwellynge  in 
y*  eyte  of  Bome  a  phyloeopher  named  Socrates,  poors  and  wyse, 
whiehe  came  Tnto  themperoure,  ft  sayd,  ''My  lorde^  dysplese  yon 
not  though  I  put  forthe  my  petycyon  before  youre  hyghnesse." 
Themperonr  sayd,  **  What  soeoer  it  pletseth  y*,  tell  forth."  Than 
answered  Socrates,  ft  sayd,  ''  My  lords,  ye  bane  a  dooghter,  whome 
I  desyre  aboae  all  th3rnge."  The  Emperoor  answered,  and  sayd, 
^  My  frende,  I  shall  gyne  the  my  doughter  to  wyfe  ypoii  this  oon- 
dycion,  y*  yf  she  dye  in  thy  felaushyp,  after  y*  she  be  weddede  ynto 
y*  y*  shalte  withoaten  double  less  thy  lyf."  Than  sayd  Socrates^ 
^  Vpon  this  coitdydon  I  wyl  gladly  take  her  for  to  be  my  wyfe." 
The  Emperonre  herynge  ihia,  lete  calle  forthe  all  the  lordes  and 
>  Sign.  A  Tj.  *  iM^a.  *  aorih%  «iiL 
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states  of  his  empyre,  and  made  a  gieate  feest  at  theyr  wedd jnga. 
And  thenne,  after  the  feest,  Socrates  led  home  his  wyfe  to  his  owne 
house,  where  as  the j  lyued  in  pease  and  helth  longe  tyme  /  hat  at 
last  this  Emperonrs  donghter  sekened  to  deth.  Whan  Socrates  thk 
percejued,  he  sayd  to  hjm  selfe^  **  Alas  &  wo  to  me,  what  shall  I 
do,  &  whether  shall  I  flee,  yf  themperoors  donghter,  j^  is  my  wyfe, 
sholde  deyel''  &  tot  sorowe  this  Socrates  wente  to  a  forest  theve 
hesyde,  &  wepib  hytterly.  Ihe  whyle  he  wepte  thus  &  monrBedt 
there  came  an  aged  man  herynge  a  staffs  in  his  honde,  &  asked  the 
cause  of  Socrates,  why  he  moumedf  Socrates  answered,  and  aayd, 
"I  wedded  thempeiours  doughter  vpon  this  oondycyon,  y*  yf  she 
deyed  in  my  felawshyp,  I  sholde  lese  my  lyfe  /  and  now  she  is 
sekened  vnto  the  deth,  &  I  can  fynde  no  remedy  of  helpe,  &  ther- 
fore  I  moume  more  than  ony  creature  can  thynke."  Than  sayd  the 
olde  man,  '^  fie  ye  conf orted,  for  I  shall  he  your  helper,  yf  ye  wyl 
do  after  my  counceylL  In  this  forest  he  thre  herbes ;  yf  ye  make  a 
drynke  of  the  fyrst  to  your  wyfe,  &  of  y*  other  .\j.  a  playster,  and  yf 
she  vse  this  medycyne  drynke  and  plaster,  in  due  tyme  without 
douhte  she  shall  recouer  to  perfyte  helth."  Socrates  fulfyiled  all  as 
the  olde  man  had  taught  hym.  And  whan  his  wyfe  had  Tsod  a 
whyle  that  medycynall  drynke  &  plaster,  within  shoite  tyme  she 
was  perfytly  hole  of  all  her  sekenes.  And  whan  themperour  herda 
y^  Socrates  wrought  so  wysely  /  &  how  dylygently  he  laboured 
for  to  hole  his  wyf,  he  promoted  hym  vnto  grete  dygnyte  and  wor- 
shyppe. 

IT  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  ^ur  lords  Diesu  oryste ;  his 
doughter  so  fayre  and  so  gentylle  is  the  soule,  made  at  the  symyly- 
tade  of  God,  whiche  is  full  graoyous  and  g^oryous  in  the  ssrght  of 
hym  and  of  his  aungels,  whyle  that  she  is  not  defovled,  &  ahydeth 
in  her  owne  propre  dennesse.  This  soule  god  wolde  not  gyue  it 
vnto  a  ryche  man,  but  to  a  poors  man  that  is  to  saye,  a  man  that  is 
made  of  the  slyme  of  y*  erthe  /  ^This  Socrates  is  a  poors  man  /  for 
why,  euery  man  cometh  poore  and  naked  in  to  this  worlds  frome  his 
moders  bely  /  &  euery  man  taketh  his  soule  in  wedlocke  ypon  suche 
condycyon,  that  yf  she  dye  in  his  felaushyp  by  deedly  synne  /  W 

*  Sign.  A.  tQ. 
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wjfe  aeken  so  thnigh  a  deedly  ^ime  /  do  than  aa'Soenlea  dyd; 

goo  vnto  the  forait^  tUit  in,  holy  chiiche,  and  thou  shalt  fynde  them 

an  olde  man  with  a  ataBiB  /  that  ia^'a  dyMrale  ccmfBaMHiie,  tHiidie 

ahall  telle  the  of  theoe  thro  lierbee  /  for  he  hath  power  io  hynde 

and  to  Tnbynde.      The'fyrst  hevbe  is  contry^ftniy  of  'whome  j* 

aholdert  make  thy  dxynke  of  Ueim.    Ambrose  aayth,  that  teeiea 

wisaaheth  synne  whsie  shame  is  to  knowl^;  &  thsae  two  other 

hekbesben  oonfaasyon  and  satjfsfaocyon  /  yf  these  beriMS  be  Tsed  in 

playster,  the  synner^  without  donbte  shall  reoeyne  his  helth,  and 

hia  abide  shal  be'  delyneied  fa>  synne  /  and-  by  all  xyght  he  ahaU 

bane  eueriastynge  lyfe.    Unto  the  whiche  biynge  ts  our  lorde 

Ihs^dsl 

[V.] 

SOmtyme  there  rsygned  in  y*  cyte  of  Borne  a  myghty  Emperooie 
'and  a  ^yse,  named  Frederyk,  wlnehe  had  onely  but  one  aons^ 
"Whome  he  looed  moohe.  This  Emperouey  whan  he  lay  in  the 
|ioyn(e  of  deih,  he  called  Tnto  hym  his  sone,  and  sayd,  ''deie'  aone^ 
I  hatie  a  balle  of  golde,  whicbe  I  gyne  the  vpon  my  Mcssjfnge»  that 
y*  inone  after  my  deth  shall  gyne  it  to  the  moost  fole  y*  y*  mayst 
^fUde.  Than  sAyd  his  sone,  **  My  lorde,  without  donbte  thy  wyU 
shall  be  fulfyUed."  Anone  this  yonge  lorde,  after  the  dethe  of  his 
fader,  wente  and  sought  in  many  realmes,  and  foonde  many  foles. 
neaertheles*  /  by  cause  he  wolde  satysfye  his  faders  wyll,  pie] 
laboured  fertber,  tyll  he  came  in  to  a  realme  where  the  lawe  was 
snbhe,  y*  euery  yere  a'  newe  kynge  sholde  be  chosen  there  /  &  this 
kynge  hath  only  the  gydynge  of  that  realme  but  a  yere  /  &  at  the 
yens  ende  he  shall  be  deposed,  and  put  in  ezyle  in  an  ylonde^ 
where  as  he  riiolde  wretchedly  fynysehe  his  lyf  /  Whan  themperours 
sone  came  Tuto  this  realme,  the  newe  kynge  was  chosen  with  grete 
honoure  /  &  al  maner  of  mynstialsye  wente  afore  hym,  &  brought 
hym  with  grete  reuerence  and  worshyp  vnto  his  r^gal  sete.  And 
whan  the  £mperours  sone  sawe  that,  he  came  ynto  hym,  and  salued 
hym  reuerently,  and  sayd,  "  My  lorde,  lo !  I  gyue  to  y*  this  balle  of 
golde,  on  my  faders  beholfe."  Than  sayd  he,  "  I  pnye  the,  t4sll  me 
*  synne,  ed,        *  dredfl^  ed.        '  ryoheloti  ed. 
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the  canBO  why  thou  gyuest  me  tliis  balle/'  Than  answeid  this 
yougo  lorde,  and  sayd  thus,  **  My  fader/'  qnod  he,  **  charged  me  in 
his  deed  hcdde,  ynd^r  payne  of  his  UeasyngOy  that  I  sho]4e  gyve 
this  balls  to  the  moost  fole  that  I  conde  f ynde  /  Wherfore  I  ^ue 
sought  many  reaimes,  aad  haue  founds  many  f  oles ;  nsuertheleafis  a 
more  fqle  than  thou  arte  founds  I  n^er,  &  therfore  this  is, the 
reason.  It  is  not  Tnknowen  to  tbs^  that  thou  shalt  reygne  bat  a 
yeiOy  &:  at  the  yeres  ends  thou  ahalte  be  exyled  into  suche  a  plaos^ 
where  as  thou  shalt  dye  a  mysoheuons  deth  /  wherfore  I  holde  y*  for 
the  moost  fole  y*  euer  I  fonnde,  that  for  y*  lordshyp  of  a  yere  thcfu 
woldestso  wylfully  less  thy  selfe  /  &  therfore  before  all  other  I 
haue  gyuen  to  the  this  balls  of  golde."  Than  sayd  y*  kyuge,  '^  With 
out  doute  thou  sayeth  me  sothe  /  and  therfore  whan  I  am  in  full 
power  of  this  Bsalme,  I  shall  sends  byfoie  me  grete  tresoure  sad: 
rychesse,  wherwith  I  may  lyus,  sad  same  my  selfo  fiome  myscheuous 
deth,  whan  that  I  shall  be  exyjed,  &  put  doune."  and  so  it^  was 
done  /  wherfore  at  the  yeres  ends  he  was  exyled,  and  lyued  there  in 
pease  vpon  suche  goodes  as  he  had  sent  before  /  and  he  deyed  afto- 
warde  a  good  dethe. 

m  Dere  frendes,  this  Emperour  is  the  fsder  of  heuen,  the  whiche 
byqusthed  the  balle  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  worldely  rychesse,  to  foles 
&  ydeotes,  whiche  sauereth  but  thynge  that  'srthely  is.  This 
Emperours  sons  /  that  is  for  to  saye,  a  prechour  and  a  dyscrete  con- 
fessoure,  serched  about  many  realmes  and  londesy  to  shewe  to 
mysbeleuynge  men  and  foles  thsyr*  perylL  The  realme  wherin  no 
kyngemyghtregnebut  a  yere  is  this  worlds.  For  who  so  had  lyuod 
an  hondred  yere,  whan  he  comsth  to  the  dethe^  hym  shall  seme  that 
he  hath  lyued  but  the  spaes  of  an  houre ;  thsrfore  do  as  the  kynge 
dyde,  whyle  y*  ye  be  in  power  of  lyfe  /  sende  before  you  your 
tresoury  y*  is  to  aaye^  almes  dsdss,  Ss  other  good  merytoiy  werkes  / 
&  certaynly,  whan,  ye  be  pnt  in  exyle  out  of  this  worlds,  ye  shal 
lyus  in  psass,  &  shall  fynds  y*  mercy  of  God  plsntefull,  wherby  ye 
shall  opteyne  euerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y^  whiche  brynge  ts  hs  / 
that  for  vs  deyed  on  the  rode  tree !  Amen. 

•  is,  <^.  *  Sign.  A.  Tiij.  '  ifa^,  e4. 
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[  XIX.    Sign.  Z  Yj,  back.  ] 


ITS  Borne  dwelled  aomtjme  a  myghtj Emperoor  and  a  wyae^ 
named  Edfenne  /  the  wbiohe  oideyned  for  lawe,  y*  who  semi* 
ener  lanysshed  a  mayde,  sholde  be  ai  her  wyll  /  whettMr  aha 
woldo  put  hym  to  deth,  or  that  she  wolde  haae  hym  to  her 
bnsbande.  It  bef eUe  after  on  a  daye,  that  a  man  rauyihed 
Tpon  a  nyght  two  maydene  /  the  fint  damoyaeU  deeyred  that  he^ 
diolde  dye,  &  the  eeoonde  deeyred  weddynge.  The  lamyBdMr  waa 
taken,  and  ledde  before  the  Inge,*  that  sholde  satysiye  bothe  these 
damoysels  thmghe  h»  wysdome  and  ryghtftilnesse.  The  fyrst 
mayde  ener  desyred  tiie  dethe,  acoordynge  to  the  kw.  And  than 
aayd  the  seoonde,  "And  I  desyre*  hym  for  to  be  my  hnsbande  /  for 
lyke  wyse  as  thou  haste  the  kwe  for  the  /  in  lyke  wyse  I  bane  it  for 
me.  And  nenerthelesse  my^  petycion  is  more  and  better  than  yonn^ 
for  it  is  more  eharytable  /  therfore  me  thynketh  in  my  reason,  thai 
the  Instyoe  sholde  gyne  sentence  with  me.**  Than  y*  Instyee  Tnder- 
standynge  the  grete  mercy  of  the  seconde  mayden,  ane  lugemenl^ 
that  he  sholde  wedde  her ;  and  soo  it  was  done. 

IT  This  Emperoor  betokeneth  oar  kirde  Ihesn  cryste.  The 
lanyssher  betokeneth*  eaery  synner,  whiohe  rauyssheth*  goddes 
mercy  as  often  as  he  dyffoyleth  the  commaondementes  of  god  by 
synne  /  for  y*  denyll  may  neuer  ouercome  man  but  yf  it  be  snfl&ed 
by  wylL  For  saynt  Austyn  sayth,  Non  est  peccatum  nisi  sit  volofi- 
tariam.  It  is  no  synne  but  yf  it  be  volnntary.  The  synner  ranyssheth 
the  mercy  of  Qod  as  ofbe  as  he  hath  very  oontrycyon.  The  ranyssher 
also  is  called  afore  y*  Instyee,  whan  the  sonle  is  depaitede  fiome  y* 
body  /  A  anone  the  fyrste  damoysell,  y*  is,  the  denyll,  layde  ayenst 
tiie  synner,  that  onght  to  dye  euerlast3mgely  by  the  kwe  of  lyght- 
wysnesse.  Bnt  that  other  mayden,  that  is,  Cryste,  kyde  for  her 
the  mercy  of  Code  onght  to  holpe  by  contrycyon  and  confesByon» 
whiche  is  the  hyghe  waye  to  enerlastynge  lyfe.  Unto  y*  whiohe 
god  brynge  bothe  ye  and  me !    Amen. 

'  she,  ed,  '  Inge,  ed.  '  desjred,  ei, 

*  Sign.  E.  Y^.  '  beketonethy  0d.  '  nvytshed,  mI. 
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[  XXVni.    Sign.  G.  Tj.  ] 

SOmtyme  there  dwelled  in  Borne  a  myghty  Empeioar  named 
Andiomyke,  whiche  abone  all  thynge  loued  melody.  This 
Emperonr  had  within  his  castel  a  welle  of  suche  vertue,  that  [who] 
800  euer  were  dronken  /  and  dianke  of  that  water  of  this  weUe, 
aholde  be  [in]coiitynent  freshe  agayn,  and  be  delyuered  frome  aUe 
maner  of  dronkenesse:  There  was  also  dwelljnge  in  this  Emperonrs 
coorte  a  knyghte  named  Ydrony,  whome  the  Emperoore  loued 
moche,  but  of  te  tymes  he  was  dronken,  the  which  vyce  the  Emperour 
hated  aboue  all  tliynge  /  &  whan  this  knyght  vnderstode  hym  selfe 
that  he  was  dronken,  than  wolde  he  goo  to  the  welle,  and  drynke  of 
that  water,  and  refresshe  hym  selfe  soo  well,  that  whatsoeuer  the 
Emperour  put  to  hym,  he  wolde  answere  hym  soo  reasonably  /  that 
no  synne  of  dronkenesse  myght  be  founde  in  hym  /  and  for  his 
wytty  answere  and  his  wysdome  he  was  gretly  beloued  of  the 
Emperour.  Neuerthelesse  his  felawes  of  y*  courte  enuyed  hym 
moche,  and  ymagyned  amonge  them  selfe  how  they  myght  departe 
the  Emperour  loue  fro  hym.  It  fortuned  ypon  a  daye,  that  [as]  this 
Emperour  wente  to  the  forest,  he'  herde  the  nyghtyngale,  which  is 
a  gentyll  byrde,  synge  merely  /  wherfore  this  Emperour  of  te  tymes 
after  that  wolde  ryse  erly  in  y*  momynge,  and  also  some  tyme  frome 
his  mete,  and  walke  vnto  the  wode,  for  the  swetenesse  of  her  songe  / 
wherfore  many  of  his  men  sayd  amonge  them  selfe,  "  Thus  our  lorde 
delyteth  soo  moche  in  the  nyghtyngales  songe,  that  he  recketh  lytell 
of  our  profyte,  in  so  moche  that  thrughe  two  thynges  his  loue  is 
w*drawen  from  vs.  That  is  to  seye,  by  Ydronye  y*  knyght,  and  by 
the  swete  songe  of  y*  nyghtyngale."  Than  sayd  an  olde  knyght^ 
the  whiche  was  amonge  theym,  "  Syrs,"  quod  he,  "  yf  ye  do  by  my 
counceyll,  I  shall  delyuer  you  of  the  knyght  Ydronye  /  and  of  the 
nyghtyngale,  without  hurte  or  dethe."  They  answered,  and  sayd, 
**  What  thynge  that  ye  bydde  ts  do,  we  shall  fulfyll  anone  with  all 
our  herte."  Whan  this  knyght  herde  this,  within  a  whyle  after  he 
aspyed  this  ydrony,  that  he  was  dronke,  wherfore  he  locked  the 
welle  faste ;  &  as  this  knyght  ydrony  came  to  refresshe  hym  selfe, 

^  tmhb,ed. 
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he^  founde  the  welle  locked.  The  Erapevoui  hadde  a  giete  mater 
to  trete  /  wherfore  he  sente  in  hast  for  this  knyghty  bj  cause  of  his 
gie'te'  wysdome  that  was  in  hym,  to'haue  his  counceylL  J^mi 
whan  he  came  before  y*  Emperoor,  he  was  so  dionke,  that  he  myg^t 
not  ones  meue  his  tonge,  ney  ther  he  hadde  wytte  /  reason,  nor  ynder- 
stondynge  to  answere  y*  Emperoor  to  his  mater.  But  whan  the 
Emperoor  sawe  this,  he  was  gretely  greued,  for  so  moehe  y^  ha  hated 
namely  y*  vyce  /  wheifoie  he  commauiided  anone^  that  frome  that 
daye  /  forth  he  sholde  not  be  seen  within  his  londe,  vpon  payne  of 
deth.  This  heiynge,  his  fomen  gretely  were  gladded,  and  sayd  Tnto 
the  olde  knyght  in  this  maner  of  wyse,  **  Now  be  we  delyuered  of 
this  knyght  ydix>ny.  There  is  no  more  to  do  but  that  we  myght 
fynde  y*  waye  and  remedy,  that  we  were  delyuered^  of  the  nyghtyn- 
gale,  in  the  whiche  the  Emperour  delyteth  so  moche  the  songe." 
Than  sayd  this  olde  knyght,  ''Your  erys  shall  here  &  your  eyen 
shall  see,  y*  this  nyghtyngale  shall  be  destroyed  in  shorte  tyme.** 
Not  longe  after,  this  olde  knyght  aspyed  y*  y*  nyghtyngale  Tsed  to 
sytte  vpon  a  tree  euyn  aboue  this  same  wel,  where  as  her  make, 
that  was  y*  make  after  the  oours  of  nature,  came  and  gendred  with 
her.  Neuerthelesse^  [in]  the  absence  of  her  make,  she  toke  ofte 
tyme  another  make,  &  dyde  auoutry  /  and  whan  she  had  this  done, 
than  wolde  she  descende  to  the  welle  /  and  bathe  her^  selfe,  that 
whan  her  make  come,  he  sholde  fele  no  sauoure  /  ne  euyll  odoure  of 
that  she  hadde  done  /  whan  the  knyght  had  seen  this,  on  a  tyme  he 
locked  y*  well ;  and  whan  the  nyghtyngale  wolde  haue  descended  to 
bathe  her  selfe  after  her  auoutry,  she  found  the  well  closed ;  wher- 
fore she  fledde  vp  to  the  tree  agayne,  and  mourned  sore  in  her 
maner,  and  lefte  of  her  swete  songa  Then  came  her  make,  and 
sawe  that  she  had  trespassed  agaynst  her  natui-e ;  he  wente  agayne  / 
and  in  shorte  tyme  he  brought  ayen  a  grete  multytude  of  nyghtyn- 
gales,  whiche  slewe  his  make,  and  tare  her  in  smale  gobettes  /  and 
thus  was  the  wyse  knyght  put  awaye,  and  the  nyghtyngale  slayne  / 
and  the  Emperour  put  and  delyuered  frome  his  pleasure  and  grete 
solace  suche  as  he  was  wouto  to  haue. 

'  and,  ed,        *  Sign.  G.  vij.         '  Several  wards  are  here  repeated  in  ed, 
*  delyuered,  ed,        ^  KeoerttUewe^  ed,        *  his,  ed. 
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IT  Ilufl  Empeieiiie  betokeneih  our  loide  Ih^su  criste,  the  whklM 
koeih  gietely  the'songe  of  peifyte  denocyoiL  For  whan  we  pmye, 
we  ^pekewilh  god,  amd  whan  we  lede,  god  speketh  wi^  vs.  The 
'welle,  that  ttnas  in  the  pakjSy  betokeneih  confessyon  that  is  in  the 
ehiicfae.  Thetfbie  yf  ony  man  be  dionken  with  synne  /  lete  faym 
diynke  on  the  wdle  of  oonfeeayon  /  and  with  tmt  doubte  he  ahall  be 
safe.  ThiB  ydnmy  betokeneth  eneiy  man,  that'wylfully  tometh 
agayne  -rkto  ayime  after  his  eonf essyon  /  lyke  as  a  doggewhidie 
maketh  a  Toment^  and  eaeteth  odte  the  mete  that  he  hathe  eten 
before  /  aild  after,  whan  he  is  hungry,  comeUi  &  eteth  it  ^yne. 
Keueithelesse  yf  a^man  that  hath  synned  thos  wyll  drynke  of  the 
welle  ofc(»if^y6n,'he  flhal  r^ceyne  his  goostly  strengthes.  The 
nyghtjrngale,  that  satte  on  the  tree,  betokeiieth  y*  Sonle,  that  sytteth 
on  a  tree  of  h(dy  doetryne.  And  her  songe  foetokeneth  the  sdtile, 
that  l^tteth  on  the  tree  in  the  deuoute  prayers  to  god.  Bat  this 
sonle  dothe  anontiy  as  ofte  tymes  as  she  conseirteth 'to  synne. 
N«laerthelesse,  yf  die  rehne  to  confBSsyon,  and  bathe  her  with'  the 
wJEtter  of  contrycyon,  god  shall  lone  her.  But  her  fomen,^  whiche 
betokeneth  the  fl^ndes  of  helle,  seynge  this,  y*  god  [is]  soo  mercyfdU  / 
tiidy  stoppe  the  welle  of  confessyon  /  that  is  to  saye,  the  monthes  of 
men,  that  wolde  shiyue  theym  selfe  /  with  shame  and  with  drede 
of  theyr  penannce,  that  they  dare  not  tell  forth  theyr  synnes  to  theyr 
cdnfessyon.  And  thus  ben  many  exyled,  and  patte  to  dethe  ener- 
lastyiige.  And  therfore  study  we  to  bathe  our  lyfe  in  Uie  welle  of 
confessyon,  With  y*  water  of  contrycyon  /  'and  than  may  we  be  sore 
to  cbme  to  eutolastynge  lyfe.  Unto  the  which  I  praye  god  brynge 
both  you  and  me !  Amen. 

[  XXXVIL    Sign.  L.  iy.  ] 

80mtyme  there  dwelled  in  Home  a  myghty  emperonr,  the 
whiche  was  named  Dunstane.    In  whose  Empyre  dwelled 
a  gentyll  knyght,  y*  whiche  had  two  sones.    One  of  his 
sayd  sones  wedded  hym  selfe,  agaynst'  his  faders  wyll,  to 
a  comune  woman  of  the  bordelL     The  knyght  herynge  this 
exjlod  his  sone  frome  hym.     And  whan  he  was  thus  exyled,  he 
begate  on  this  woman  a  sone  /  and  sone  after  that^  he  wexed  seke 
'  fotemeo,  ed,  '  Sign.  G.  Tiy.  '  astaynsl,  ed. 
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and  nedefall,  wherfoie  he  tente  measengen  to  hk  fKbr,  beaechyngs 
hym  of  hia  mercy.  Thia  faerynge,  hia  fitder  had  eompaaayoa  and 
rathe  of  hym,  wherfoie  he  waa  leoonayled.  And  whan  he  waa  thoa 
brought  agayne  to  hia  &deiB  grace  /he  gana  hia  aona,  whiaba  ha  had 
begoten  afore  of  thia  nedef nl  woman^  to  hia  bdat.  And  he  kynddy 
receyued  it  as  hia  aone^  and  norynhad  tt  whan  hia  other  aona 
harde  thia,  he  aayd  to  hia^  ftdar,  ''Fadaiw''  quod  ha,  <<it  aaneth  j* 
thoa  arte  out  of  thy  ryght  mynde,  the  whiohe  I  preoe  by  thia  xaaaon. 
For  he  is  out  of  hia  mynde,  that  leo^yoeth  a  falae  heyie  /  A 
nouiyasheth  hym  /  whose  fader  hath  done  hym  angoyaahe  &  dyssaaa 
afore.  Bat  my  brother,  whiehe  b^g^  thia  chylde^  hath  dona  the 
gr^  Iniurye,  whan  that  he  wedded  y*  oomone  woman  agaynat  thy 
wyll  and  commaundement.  Therfore  me  aemeth,  that  than  arte 
oute  of  thy  ryght  mynde."  Ihenne  anawered  y*  fider,  and  asyd, 
''By  caase  that  thy  brother  is  leoonsyled,  thoa  arte  ennyona  to  me^ 
and  also  vnkynde  to  thyn  owne  brother  /  wyllynge  for  to  pat  hym 
from  my  felawshyp  for  euermore  /  &  sothely  none  ynkynde  man 
ahall  haue  myn  herytage,  but  yf  that  he  be  reconiyled.  Bat  yet  y* 
were  neuer  reconsyled  of  his  ynkyndenesae,  fixr  thoa  myght  hana 
reconsyled  hym,  but  thou  woldeat  not  /  therfore  of  myn  heiytaga 
getest  thou  no  parte. 

IT  The  fader  of  the  two  bretheme  betokeneth  the  £EKler  of  heaen. 
And  this  two  sones  betokeneth  y*  nature  of  aungelles,  and  nature  of 
man.  For  man  was  wedded  vnto  a  oomune  woman  of  the  boidellfl^ 
whan  he  ete  of  the  apple  agaynst  the  commaundement  of  god,  wher- 
fore  he  was  exyled  by  y*  fader  of  heuen,  and  putte  fro  the  loyea  of 
paradyce.  The  sone  of  the  comune  woman  betokeneth  mankynda. 
This  knyghtes  sone,  that  is  to  saye,  Adam,  began  to  be  nedefoU  /  for 
after  his  synne  he  was  putte  from  ioye  in  to  thia  wretched  yaley  of 
teares  and  wepynge,  accordynge  to  this  scrypture,  In  sadore  mltos^ 
&c  In  the  swete  of  thy  vysage  thou  shalte  ete  thy  brede.  Boft 
after,  by  the  passyon  of  Cryste  he  was  reconsyled.  But  the  other 
aone,  whiehe  betokeneth  the  deuyll,  was  euer  ynkynde,  Ss  grutcheth 
dayly  agaynst  oure  reconsylynge,  sayenge,  that  by  synne  we  oug^te 
not  to  come  'vnto  the  herytage  of  heuen.  Unto  the  whiehe  brynge 
Ts  our  lorde  Ihesus !  Amen. 

■  is,  Mi.  '  SigiL  L.  ir. 
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NOTES. 


L  p.  1,  L  4.  ''that  she  ordeyned  for  hire  hnthovide,**  fca  Printed  Lat 
Edd.  cap.  102,  has  instead— neo  db  adulUrio  dui$iere  volebaL  Mile$ 
vera  cum  hoe  vttfifasi;  catUrUiaim  eti  valde  in  ammo  $uo  ei  eogiiabai 
Urram  $aneiam  vtsiters. 

p.  1, 1. 5.  *"  Happynge.**  It  vonld  be  better  to  read  <'  It  happide.** 
In  the  original  Anglo-Latin  text  from  which  these  stories  are  trans- 
lated, it  is  AccidiL  Harl.  lia  2270,  cap.  7,  to  vhich  Ma  I  shaU 
always  refer  except  where  otherwise  specified. 

p.  2,  1.  2.  ^  of  erthe.**  In  the  A.-Lat  do  eera^  and  so  also  in 
the  printed  Latin  text,  cap.  102.  Compare  Chancer,  Hons  of  Fame, 
III.  175.  **  Clerkcs  eke  whiobe  konne  wel 

Alle  this  magikas  natnrel 

That  craf  iely  doon  her  entente^ 

To  makeo,  in  certejn  asoendentoi^ 

Ymages,  lo,  thmgh  which  magika^ 

To  make  a  man  ben  hool  or  ijke.** 

p.  2, 1  4.  «  Hielie.**     A.-Lat  mUme. 

p.  2,  1.  a  ''be  ded.**  Lat  texts — tu  et  filiu$  mortU^  an  Eastern 
expression  which  occurs  again  p.  73, 1.  33 ;  p.  265, 1.  5,  and  p.  312, 
L31. 

p.  2,  1.  9.  *'  pttryeithe.**    Better  "  pnnreide."    A.-Lat  providit. 

p.  3,  L  12.  ''  ciyed."     A..Lat  clamai. 

p.  3, 1.  27.  "  And  ^e  knyjt  went  hom,"  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
add — **  aim  vero  domi  vemtael,  uxor  ^u$  ohviam  ei  venii^  et  eum  gaudio 
sum  recqnL     MiUt  vero  per  pluree  diet  diuunilabat,  tandem,**  &o, 

p.  3,  L  28.  ^  the  meyre  of  the  towne.**     Pr.  Lat  pro  pareniibus 

uxorii  mieU  et  ait  eit judex  tet  voeattie  ei  fsnlattiam 

dedit^ut  ipea  igni  combureretur ;  et  $ic  factum  eet,  et  pulvis  poet  per 
aerem  diepergiiur, 

p.  3,  1.  31.  **  herte."     A. -Lat.  cofTnif. 

p.  4,  1.  16.  *'This  nigromanc^  l}^"'^]  >'  ^^®  Deyille,  beginnithe  :** 
the  text  Las  been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — NigrO' 
manticue,  jcil.  Diabolue, 

p.  4,  ].  20.  **  putte  downs  thyn  lied.**  A  mistake  of  the  translator, 
or  more  probably  of  the  transcriber.     In  the  A.-Latin  text  it  is 
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oporUt  ie  d^ponere  ve$Umen(a  (ua.    The  moral  ia  the  printed  Lat, 
Editions  is  entirely  different 

p.  6,  1.  2.  ^  the  Apostille.**  So  also  in  the  A«-Latin  text,  bnt  the 
passage  quoted  occars  In  Job  viL  15. 

On  this  story  see  Wartoo,  Hist.  Eng.  Poetry,  Ed.  Haalitt,  L  260. 
n.  p.  5,  L  13.  '*  hoas.**    A.-Lat  cap.  8,  tmperto,  and  printed  Lat  Edd. 
regno. 

p.  6,  I.  23.  The  text  has  been  oorrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  which 
reads  corcun  amnibut  profedS^  Tl|e  No.,  XCIX.  tale  as  given  in  the 
printed  Lat  Edd.  differs  (Considerably  in  the  details  from  the  Eng. 
▼ersion. 
m.  p.  7,  L  23.  <<  he  toke  a  shovil),**  Ac  Printed  Lat  Edd.-^-mdau 
9olem  iuper  imaginem  per  eolie  umbram  digitum  di»cemeb€Uf  per  guem 
dicdfoi:  PenmU  kidf  Statim  Ugcnem  aceepU  af  tfim  per  dUianeUtm 
irium  pmJktm  fodSebai  H  fwt^dttm  gradite  deeeendeniee  wvemehaL 
Chrume  ntm  modicum  gawdem  deeuper-gradtUim  deeoendii^  ka, 

p.  7, 1.  27.  "  he  sawe  a  horde,  i-sprad  with  riohema^"  Printed 
Lat  tezta^-^oMiNia  regemei  regmam  €t  multoe  nolnlee  in  mema  eedmUee^ 
reepeasU  e^ eireumquaque  Mam  auiam  plmam  JicmUUhue  e^omiies  erwd 
ueHimeiiJlU  preoioei^  induH,  ei  nuUu§  en  ouMM&iia  wriewm  verftiMi  e» 
loq^ebaUur, 

p.  7, 1.  Ml  ''tiM  whiohe  jaf  liglit^"  &a     The  carbnnola  was  be- 
.  ISeved  t»  Immt^  Ught-giTJng  powers;  a  belief  to  which  Alexander 
Neckham,  in  his  work  De  NeOwrie  Rerum  (Rolk  Series,  E4  Wright, 
p.  469),  refers  as  follows : — 

*'Illii8trat  teiiebras  radians  oarbanoalni,  auri 
Falgorem  Tinoit  Ignea  flamma  mioana.** 

See  also  the  Alliterative  romance  of  the  Sege  of  Jomsalera,  MS. 

Cott  Calig.,  A.  2,  leaf  122,  back ;  and  the  Romaont  of  the  Roao, 

"  A  fyn  oharbonole  ae^  saogh  I, 
The  stone  so  clere  wan  and  so  bright 
That,  also  soone  as  it  was  oyght, 
Men  myghte  seen  to  go  for  nede 
A  myle  or  two,  in  lengthe  and  brede.** 

p.  7, 1.  30.  "  ajenst  hit  stode  a  man  withe  a  bowe  in  bond,  redy 
for  to  scbete.**  Printed  Lat  Edd. — hominem  etarUem  habeniemqtie 
in  manu  eua  arcum  paratum  cwa  eagiita  ad  perctteiendum,  ei  in  JroHte 
ejue  erat  ecriptum :  Ego  sum  qui  eum^nuttue  arcum  meum  vHare  potest, 
it  prmdpuc  carbunculus  ille,  qui  rehteet  iam  splendide,  Clericus  cum 
hoe  vidissety  admirabatur,  cameram  intravit^  muUeres  pulcherrimas  in 
purpura  et  pallio  operantes  invenitj  et  nullum  verbum  ei  diwerunt, 
Deinde  stahulum  equorum  intravit  et  opUmos  equos  et  asinos  et  sic  de 
ceteris  invenitj  eos  tetigit  et  ad  tactuv^  suum  lapides  apparuerunt, 

p.  8,  1.  3.  **  Cowpe.**     This  should  be  *'  knyfe/*  as  appears  by  the  ' 
Morality,  and    by  the  corresponding   passage  in    W.  de   Worde*s 
Edition,  No.  VI.     The  original  text  has  cuUellum,  but  the  printed 
Lat  Edd.  read  eiphum  cum  cuUello  de  mensa  Uoavit, 
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p.  8, 1.  13.  "The  Gierke  ....  bitokeDytb,**  Aa  Prmted  Lat 
Edd. — Clerieui  qui  venerat  postqvam  alii  reeeitenmi^-mi-komo  e^pidus 
iiv€  otMirtM,  fui  mmU  biMU$  elmicu^  die  ae  nod^  Hudei  ui'$ciaieiam  Hbi 
ipd  imprimat  et  aUo$  doeeai,  nee  eaeUui  peienij  (;tiMi>  imnni  eemper 
invoiiet :  eodem  mode  homo  c^pidue  dieac  noeto  etudei  tii  lems  tii  mart, 
quomodo  poiorit  Inma  mwndatia  aop^mre^^nee  0euli  ^fue  eaeiantm':  et 
idea  eoiUra  talee  dieii'  Seneea:  *  (hn^  anmia  peecakk  eeneeemU,  eola 
cupiditae  juveneedC  lUi  qvH  vemerymt'  ad  ma^Miein,  mmi  honi 
ehrietiam  ei  preeipae  religioei  qtU  fiumdwn-  reepioiimif  quanhim  ad 
victum  et  veftttum,  et  sic  reeedtmtf  nee  eupereeriptionem  diahoU  eurami  ; 
taiee  perieula  eeadenh*  CSericfie  veto  per  Mmbrank  digid  in  terram 
percueeit;  etc  avarue  pef  wnbram^^  eeUicet  mundi  vanikUen^  que  eet 
quaei  umbra  traneiene,  acdpii  ligonem  i.  e.  corpue  condeneum  ei  aeeenenm 
ae  inteUectum^  per  que  dimeiao  mundi  tne^  foderer;  cam  vera  gradue 
vwenit  deecendit;  primus  gradus^  est  superbsOiSeeimdue'eoneupieoeneia 
ocuhrumy  tereius  cancupisceneia  earnie. 

p.  8,  L  21.  "  liking  the  wordljr  thingie.'*  Reed  'Mikiag  [in]  the 
wordly  thifigie.**     A.-Lat  cap.  9^  in  mundanie  deleetetur,* 

p.  8»  L  27.  ''  thenae  lietb  the  yowth  in  derkeaeete,"  So.  Priated 
Let.  Edd. — jaee^  corpue  ibi  mortmun  ei-  mieerahOiier^  quod  u^fira 
triduum  ineipit  fetere :  tunc  diabolue  ainmam  rapO,  amid  ei  eoMcm- 
gwmei  bona  fiia,  gxM  cum  maledictione  dei  aequieimi,  obUnebmU^  terra 
ac  vermee  corpus  oecupabuni^  ei  sis  niekil  peeoaiori  rsliquitmry  nisi  pena 
etemoi,     Sludeamus  ergo^  Aa 

pw  8^  1.  90.  '*  li)t."  A*-Let»  viiam,  mod  *<  lyfe,"  W.  de  Worde. 
This  ttory,  with  Tariatione,  may  be  found  in  Will,  of  Malmeebary, 
De  GeeU  Beg.  Angl  I  II.  c.  10,  p.  86,  Ed.  1596^  and  ia  related  of 
Pope  G^rbert  (Syfyeeter  II.),  who  died  ▲.D.  1003.  It  is  thence 
inserted  by  Vincent  of  Be&utaift  in  his  Sfpee,  HlsL  L  zziv.  o.  99,  and 
by  Piem^  Berehenr  in  the  Repsrk  Iforail.  I.  xir.  c.  72,  If  a.  981,  Ed. 
1631.  See  aleo  Warto»y  L  266ir  Ck>nipare  also  an  abbreviated  and 
slightly  varied  Persian  in  No.  266^  in  tlie  Appeadiz  to  this  voloaie 
from  MS.  No.  LIU.  in  Oesterley*a  listr 
IT.  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  ISI,  Seneca  is  qooted  as  the  anthority 
ibr  this  story :  Seneca  narrat  quod  lex  aHquando  erai,  Ac. 

p.  10, 1.  6.  '<of  too  evelie  )»e  lasse,*'  kik  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 4b 
duebue  nmlie  megus  malum  eei  witemdum, 

p.  10, 1.  \b.  ''Then  spake  |w  ioge**  to  "a  goode  dede  ^at  was 
like  to  an  ivill.**  None  of  tlu*  passige  is  in  the  printed  Lat 
Editions. 

p.  10,  I  16.  ''I  sette  cas.**  The  same  expression  oecnra  in 
Lydgate'a  Translation  of  W.  de  Degoileville's  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life 
of  Man,  MS.  Cotton.  Vitel),  C.  ziii.  leaf  144. 

<«I  petie  eaas  that  be  ha  wpeoo 
Ff orth  to  prooede  day  by  day." 

p.  11, 1.  1.  "  Thenne  the  jnge myjt  ^eve  no  dome  ajtnil 

1.**  Lat-^/iMlMMrtf  adpeHdenmn  mnmhvwn  eenka  nm  eenimtiam 
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dmUij  mi  oeeideteimr^  #<  tkflmhm  <g<,  de  e9ffu$  mortefadiii  Mpkmctiu 

p.  11,  L  aa.  ''Momid  him  to  PHst,"  Iro.  Printed  Lat  Sdd.— 
«i|NMf  PUolMM  9cciuahtmi  dkmim  :  ne  fbrU  veniatU  Samaid  $i  ioUmU 
noBtrumlaewi^fkc.  MiUm  dieehai  :  mtiku  €$i  mi  mia  domm  dairuaimr, 
quamMaehioM.  BcomiraOaifkt$dh$biU:  ExpsdUfUmimwun^^ 
4i  nm  Mm  ftnt.  Ideo  PUatm»  mim  morH  iradUU,  dB  enijuM  morts  p$tr$ 
9eiiM  tunt  0i  iamftrg /hcfa  twil  titptt  wdotntun  ttrfwum  tddfoictn  fridoriti 
Umrato  in  $epmlekro  mrwua  fWfomdi  L  «.  wrjm  mmm  ghrhmtm  in  itna 

^  12, 1.  fi.  <'  a  fairs  wife."    Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— -gucnii  muUmm 
'  diianit  ilk  vera  ad  p$Mgrimmdmm  inpariibut  hngwiquii pem^  tumr 

p.  12,  1.  9.    '^▼ij.  jera."     Lat  Sdd.  add—al  ab  omtdhui  eti 

p.  12,  L  14.  **  in  liere  clareneaaei*  An  ezample  of  the  nae  of  toiUM 
aa  a  feminine  nonn.  ''  We  aie  now  aocoatomed  to  think  of  the  aon 
aa  maacnline^  and  the  moon  aa  feminine,  solely  from  andi  b«ng  the 
oaae  in  tlie  daaaieai  langnagea.  Bnt  the  Mnao-Oothio  nmmo  ia 
feminine,  though  there  is  a  aeoond  fonn  snaiia,  which  is  maaonline. 
The  A«-Sazon  saww^  O.  Saxon  fwuia,  Frieaio  muiim,  loel.  simimi, 
O.  High  Ger.  mmmi,  Ger.  sorim,  and  Dutch  joa^  are  all  feminine, 
while  Maao-Oothio  ffMna,  A.-8axon  and  Friesb  mdna,  O.  Saxon 
indiio,  0.  High  Ger.  moiio,  Ger.  taond,  leel.  mmd^  and  Swediah  aioae, 
are  all  maaonline.  See  Mitjner^Grammatik,  1.248."  From  Professor 
Skeaf  a  note  on  P.  Plowman,  C.  Text  zxi  268, 

"Loo^  how  ^  ionne  gan  kmke  kure  light  In  Aa#iv  udxuj' 

Compare  Milton,  Par.  Lost,  VIL  248,  and 

"  the  loone  gaf  hiro  Uthi**— L^amon,  Ed.  Haddsn,  1.  7289. 

Y.  p.  13,  L  9.  **  the  Emp^ronrs  steward  stod  ooer  hire  hedys  and  hnrd.** 
Lat — Adinvieem  vrnperator  emm  wiiUiibu$  ad  hoHiam  eareerU  iiaboL 
Ait  unui  tnile$  rtgi:  Damim,  non  amdiliU  iitam  lamtnkteiongm  ta 
careers  taltfr  mafrMa  et  filmrn  f  At  iUe  :  Edotm,  opHms  amdio  et  ei$ 
eompacior,  MiUt9$  dixenmt :  Domtns,  roffamu$,  mi  fiat  eU  grada  et 
amerieordia,     Quilnu  dueU  rex:  Adprece$  vettnu  etmeedo. 

p.  14,  1.  8.  '*  ^e  riche  and  ^  niy^ty  man,**  Ac  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
reaid,  muadi  poteniei  €t  dwUtM^  qpi  diemU  :  $i  dmu  dant  «u  anaaftiw 
4i  pro  vobmtaU  eamdi  deUeia^^  Iwmem  &eU  narnqmam  demderartmi  :  de 
iaUbue  valde  doUndum  est^  which  agrees  with  the  version  in  Addit 
MS.  9066. 

p.  14,  1.  14.  ""  Tliis  Stiward  .  .  .  .  ys  onr  Lord.**  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — MUee  ....  poteet  did  bomae  prekUue. 

p.  16,  1.  2.  'Mi^t**     A..Lat  and  printed  Lat  Edd.  tntam;  ""lyfe.* 
W.  de  Worde.     Compare  p.  8,  1.  80. 
TL  p.  16, 1.  9,  ''  many  faire  jiftes."     Lat.  dideiai  imfimtae. 

p.  16^  L  10.  '^fm  lay  hy  the  wey/  4kc     Printed  Lat  Edd.- 
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lufic  dmo  homine»  in  uma  eivilaU  manenUtf  tmuifitUforiU  ei  robu$tu$^ 
ied  tamen  eecui,  alter  claudus  &t  debilis,  sed  optime  videbat 

p.  16,  I  8.  '« as  ^a  seisC  Ao.     Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— «<  m%c 
factum  esiy  claudus  viam  ei  oitendil  et  ipse  eum  portavit^  et  sic  ambo  ad 
cantfitfium  venerunt  ei  divieias  inter  alios  receperunt, 

p.  16v  1.  17.  **  By  ^e  blynde  man,**  kc  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— 
Cecus  iste  est  quilibet  dives  ac  potens  htj^us  seculi^  qui  fortis  est  et 
potens  in  eorpare,  i.  e.  divicOs  et  mundi  poiencia,  unde  ceci  sunt  quantum 
ad  vitam  etemam,  ignorant  ea  que  sunt  salutis^  sieut  talpa  bene  videt 
sub  terra  et  habet  multa  diverticula,  sed  supra  crcus  effieitur  nee  sdt 
seipsum  Juoare  ;  sic  et  divites  satis  elare  vident  in  temporalibus  et  ceci 
sunt  in  spirilualibus,  Claudus  vero  est  bonus  religiosus,  qui  claudicat 
in  utroque  pede^  scilicet  nichil  in  communi  aut  propria  possidet,  iameu 
videt  satis  clare  viam  versus  convioiimn  etemum. 

p.  17,  ].  6.  Priuted  Lat.  Edd.  add — Precones,  qui  illud  convivimn 
clamabani,  sunt  sacre  pagine  doctores,  scilicet  prediccUores  et  coii\fessores^ 
qui  hiibent  nos  instruere  publice  et  private  quotnodo  ad  etemum  convivium 
poterimus  pervenire. 

This  story  is  in  Bromyard's  Summa  PredicanUum,  fql.  1465,  voce 
Compassio,  G.  xii.  9.     Swan  says  **  this  fable  has  crept  in  our  story* 
books."     Gesia  Rom.  L  376. 
Tn.  p.  17,  1.  16.  '*  Adrian.'*     Printed  Lat  Edd.  Theodosius. 

p.  17,  1.  18.  "  in  the  middes  of  ))e  cite.**     Lat  Edd.  m  pakLdo* 

p.  17,  L  20.   ''  )w  iuge.**     Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— od  hoe  con- 
sUtutus, 

p.  17,  L  23.  ^  his  Dect,**  and  L  26,  *"  while  she  was  absent** 
There  is  here  a  carious  confusion  of  the  geotlers;  see  a  similar 
instance  in  N*.  LIX,  p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27. 

p.  17,  I.  24.  '*  in  a  hoote  day,**  Ac  Printed  Lat  Edd.,  cum  pull^ 
anibulare  poterant^  penexit  quodam  die  ad  spaciandum  cum  pullis  extra 
dvilcUem, 

p.  17,  1.  31.  '*  rang  the  belle."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  tuAd-^-Htc  «r 
dieeret:  Desoende^judex^  etfac  mUdjustidam  quia  u^uste  bufo  nidium 
meum  occupat. 

p.  17,  last  line.  **  And  whanne  the  iuge  was  come  downs,  as  lawe, 
was.**  Printed  Lat  Edd. — Index  cum  campanam  audissety  descendit, 
et  nemvnem  videns,  iterato  €ucendit ;  hoc  videns  serpens  iterum  pulsamL 

p.  18,  1.  10.  ''))e  forseide  serpent  enterid.**  Pr.  Lat  i^urpens 
intravit  ....  portans  in  ore  suo  lapidem  preeiosum, 

p.  18,  1.  17.  Printed  Lat — uon  modicum  gaudenSy  serpentem  requiri 
fedt  sed  non  est  inventus  J  lapidem  secum  custodivit  et  vitam  in  pace 
Jinivit, 

p.  18,  1.  20.  *'  May  be  y-callid  Emperour.*'  An  evident  error :  in 
the  A. -Lat,  cap.  13,  it  is  quilibet  homo  bonus,  and  in  the  printed 
Lat  Edd  ,  cap.  105,  quilibet  homo  mundanus. 

p.  18,  I.  25.  These  words,  although  frequently  quoted  in  the  OesUi 
as  iNToceeding  from  the  Apoctle,  do  not  form  part  of  the  tezi  of 
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Soriptara,  bot  are  takan  horn  the  Gloat,  on  Romana  xiw  S8L     Tbey 
occur  also  in  P.  Piowmaa,  A.  X.  92. 

p.  19,  15.^  GkMpett."  Thia  qootation  is  really  from  BeTelationa 
iii.  20. 

^See  Warton'a  remarka  on  thla  atoiy^  L  266. 

Ym.  p.  19,  ].  17.  <<  FoUicnloa.''     In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  he  ia  called 
Jfaxitmanu$, 

p.  19,  1.  19.  "  in  the  eeat"     Lat  texta^tn  tummitate  motUU. 

p.  19, 1.  21.  '<  iij  armyd  knyjtgra."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— e«ij» 
magno  exereiiu, 

p.  19, 1.  26.  '*  in  the  northe."    Lat  textn— -m  valU  tub  manie  Wo. 

p.  19, 1.  30.  **  Alle  mane  iewellia  ** ;  read  *'  alle  maner  of  iyellia,**  a 
reading  which  ia  confirmed  by  the  A. -Lat  text,  cap.  14,  which  han — 
m  q%M  penam  perpetuam  ei  omnia  mala  ordinabat.  W.  de  Worde, 
No.  X.,  haa  it-— ^'  all  maner  of  payne,  tormentynge,  aorowe,  and 
myachefe.** 

p.  20, 1.  10.  '<  goo  to  fin  cite."  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  re^d — 
pergamua  per  mundum  $icfU  ceteri  miliUi ;  probably  a  aarcaatic 
alloaion  to  the  knighta  of  fortune^  whom  Cerrantea  haa  held  up  to 
ridicnle  in  Don  Quixote. 

p.  20, 1.  14.  "  in  wele  ne  in  woo.**  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  con- 
tinue— ei  quiiquid  unu$  Utcraiut  fiterU^  aliui  dimidleiaUm  habeat. 

p.  20,  last  line.  Lat  texta  add — Si  per  viam  tirietam  propter 
pugnam  et  lairones  timee  ambulare^  e$t  Hbi  obprobrimm  pro  perjtetuo^ 
quia  miles  e$  fti,  ei  miUtibue  incumbii  contra  hoetee  pugnare,  Aiiud 
e$t,  ft  meeum  fwluene  per  ietam  viam  pergere,  Jkrmiler  promiito  ante  le 
ad  bellum  pergcre  ei  quolquot  euni  penetrare,  ei  velie  mejuvare, 

p.  21,  1.  1.  **  roceivid  hem  worshipfully/*  &c.  The  printed  Lat 
Edd.  haye  here  an  additional  passage — eatle  honorifiee  euni  recej}ti 
ae  splendide  minietrati.  In  qualibet  rtfectume  milee  etultue  eapienti 
dixit:  Carieeime^  nonne  Ubi  pradixif  Ecce  quot  et  quanta  habemue 
eolacia  m  ieta  via:  de  omnibue  hue  in  Ula  via  de/ecieeetnue,  Ille 
reepondii :  8i  Jinie  bonus  erii,  ioium  bonum  erit^  quod  non  epero.  Here 
we  have  evidently  the  origin  of  the  proverb,  "  All's  well  that  enda 
well." 

p.  21, 1.  2.  *'  aa  for  oo  ny^t*'  Lat — per  aUqua  tempora  morani 
iraxerunU 

p.  21,  I.  9.  ^  a  diche  place.**     Lat — in  quandam  feveam. 

p.  22, 1.  9.  **  Pandetur  omne  malum  "  ;  read  **pandetur  [ab  Aquihne'} 
omne  malum."  The  quotation  ia  from  Jeremiah  i.  14.  Cumparu 
also  diapa.  iv.  6,  and  vi.  1.  On  this  ancient  belief  that  all  evils 
come  from  the  north,  the  reader  is  referred  to  an  interesting  chapter 
in  "  Leaves  from  a  Word  Hunter's  Note  Book,"  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Palmer, 
p.  302,  where  numerous  quotations  on  the  point  are  cited ;  and  to 
Professor  Skeat's  Note  to  Piers  Plowman,  C.  II.  111.  Compare  also 
tale  35  of  MS.  Addit  9066,  p.  368, 1.  6. 

Thia  atory  oecuni  in  Marl.  MS.  2316,  leaf  66b,  a  cnrioua  ooUeetioQ 
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of  takt  made  aboQt  the  mkkUe  of  the  15th  oentniy,  end  in  Bromyard't 
Summa  Predieaniwmj  voce  Amieitiaf  A  zxi.  27. 
IX.  p.  23,  1.  12.  ''as  the  sat  in  hke  sorowe  and  weping.**     Lat — in 
via  publica  iedebcUy  ui  a  transennUbus  tlemotinam  pderet, 

p.  23,  1.  le.  "Knyjtj"  read  "erie^"  as  in  i.  6.  A.-LbL— comes, 
and  80  W.  de  Worde.     Printed  Lat.  Edd. — quidam  dux  tyrannut, 

p.  24,  ].  9.  ''  and  not  to  have  ^ctory.**  Lat — H  hereditatem  Uhi 
aequimero, 

p.  24y  ].  19.  "My  blody  serke.*'  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  I^ad  arma 
mea  sanguinoletUa^  which  agrees  with  Addit  MS.  90G6.  This  latter 
▼emion  of  the  tale  is  not  translated  from  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.,  but  from 
an  abridged  Lat.  text  in  Harl.  MS.  219,  leaf  33,  where  it  is  entitled, 
de  quadam.puella  poiente  et  diiimimay  que  regnum po$eediL 

p.  24,  1.  20.  In  W.  de  Worde^s  edit  is  added  a  paragraph,  not  iu 
the  A.-Lat  text  as  contained  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  6259,  an 
follows :  ^  And  in  his  sherte  was  Wryten  this  verse,  Thynke  on  hym 
€uid  haue  myndef  that  to  (Ae  was  §oo  kynde.  Anone  whan  she  hadde 
receytied  the  sherte,  she  hanged  it,**  Slq,  Bnt  in  Hari.  MS.  5369,  the 
singular  correspondence  of  which  with  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde 
has  been  noticed  in  the  Introduction,  at  fol.  48b,  a  second  hand  has 
noted  in  the  margin — ''  In  eamitia  toa,  eecundum  quoedam,  erant  hee 
verba  ecripta^  Thynke  on  hym  and  haue  gode  mynde,  that  tho  the 
was  so  kynde." 

p.  24,  i.  30.  '<  in  batayle/*  Stc.  Harl.  219  reads— tn  heUo  centra 
Uramtum  ietaUter  fuii  vulneraittu.  Printed  Lat  Bdd. — in  belle 
vulnua  mortis  recepit, 

p.  25,  1.  18.  "  as  Scripture  shewith."  In  W.  de  Worde,  "  lyke  as 
the  Psalme  saythe,**  and  jnxta  Peaimum,  in  Harl.  MS.  5369.  The 
quotation  is  from  Genesis  iii.  10. 

p.  25,  1.  38.  *'  mankynde."  Harl  MS.  219  reads — natura  humana, 
which  accounts  for  **  hire  **  3  lines  on. 

p.  26,  I  1.  '^  a  wele  faire  kny^te,**  S^,  The  printed  Lat  Edd. 
g^ve  the  Moralite  rather  more  fully — Miles,  qui  Juxta  earn  equitabat, 
eratfiUus  dei,  qui  in  equo  humamtatis  mundum  istum  intraoit  et  Aumano 
generi  compadebatur, 

p.  26,  1.  5.  *'  late  us  [honge  tlie]  serke."  The  text  has  been 
corrected  from  the  A.-Lat,  which  reads — ponamus  eamisiam ;  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  give^-arma  sanguinalenta  in  camera  cordis  iui 
habeas, 

p.  26,  1.  14.  "  louyd  that ;  **  read  *«  louyd  the.^  Lat  text  in  Harl 
219  reads — dilexi  te, 

p.  26,  I.  29.  The  answer  is  in  verse,  and  differs  from  the  text, 
Hari.  MS.  219,  leaf  34,  which  has- — mors  dilecti  mei,  quam  pro  salute 
mea  sustinuit^  semper  in  memoria  mea  versabitur.  This  tale  is  Chapt 
66  of  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  and  a  somewhat  similar  story  occurs  in 
Chapt.  25,  differing,  however,  in  the  later  part,  ibr  the  lady,  instead 
of  rsMaining  tme  to  lier  delivarer,  gets  rid  of  the  mementoes  (in  this 
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Utter  oaie  a  torip  aod  a  itoff)  to  toon  as  tlie  hears  of  the  approacb 
of  three  fresh  lovera.  These  two  tales  have  formed  the  gronnchrork 
of  Mr.  D.  G.  Rossettt's  poem,  «  The  Scrip  and  the  SUffl**— (Bosaettf  s 
PotiM,  p.  47.) 

This  Story  is  quoted  by  Fehon,  JSkmunuf  Dominicakif  MS.  Harl.  4, 

leaf  2& 

Z.p.27.     *<  AppolsDios."     W.  de  Worde,  No.   12,  '^Appolloainns." 

The  MSS.  have  the  name  more  or  less  cormpted.      HarL  6869, 

and  Addit  9066,  read  ooneotly  "*  AppoloDios.**     Printed  Lat  £dd. 

2V(tM. 

p.  27,  1.  9.  ^  sUtnte.**  This  word  has  been  left  in  the  text,  to 
show  how  ancient  is  the  vulgar  cormption  of  ^  statae." 

p.  28,  1.  10.  The  passage  has  been  restored  on  the  avthority  of 
MSS.  Had.  2270,  5369,  and  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  which  reaJ—jt 
verum  cUeat  cegmt /tungaiur. 

Compare  the  following  from  the  Poem  on  the  Tmoe  of  1444,  pr. 
in  Wright's  Political  Poems,  BoUs  Series^  U.  219,  220. 

**  Whoo  seith  tronthe,  offbe  he  iballe  be  shent, 
A  good  be  stille  is  offte  weel  worth  a  groote. 


A  good  be  stille  is  wed  woorth  a  groots^ 
Large  language  oanait  repeataunce.** 

p.  29,  1.  11.  "as  for  my  dette.*'  Pr.  Lat—^nos  miiliMiri  m 
jwoeniuU, 

p.  30,  L  11.  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  there  is  a  remarkable 
addition  at  the  end — Ip90  mortuo^  inter  alio$  Imperaioret  unago  ^ut 
depingiiur^  ei  uUra  caput  $uvm  oeio  denariL 

p.  31.  I.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  on  the  authority  of  the 
A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  31,  1.  22.  There  is  an  error  here.  A.-Lat  reads — tiaHm 
mituUw  per  mimicos  ChrieH.     Compare  the  yersion  in  Harl.  7333. 

p.  32,  L  10.  '*Shewithe  wele  in  scripture."  In  W.  de  Worde, 
''proued  by  text  of  Tsaye^**  and  so  in  A.-Lat  fuiJ>eimr  m  Yeaia, 
Printed  Lat  Edd.  de  qmo  Teaiae,     Isaiah  ix.  6. 

p.  33, 1.  11.  Tlie  second  Morality  is  omitted  in  W.  de  Worde, 
and  is  not  found  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd. 

p.  33,  L  17.  **  Tumythe  and  tuniith."  These  words  are  apparently 
superfluous.     A.-Lat  has  $ed  adheret  firmehur  tummo  Deo, 

p.  33,  1.  18.  **^eii.*'  Here  probably  we  should  read  '*thre,"  as  in 
the  A. -Lat  trio. 

This  story  is  referred  to  in  Bromyard*8  Summa  PredieanU  ▼.  VerUae 
V.  I.  8,  who  quotes  Valerius  for  his  authority,  meaning  probably 
thereby  not  Valerius  Maximns,  but  a  book  written  by  Walter  Map<*s, 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Valerius  (eee  Tanner),  eotitled  VaUriue 
ad  Rufinwm^  de  aoa  dukcenda  %xort,  I  have,  however,  consulted  two 
copies  of  this  tract  in  the  Britisli  Museum,  MSS.  Reg.  6,  EL  IIL  and 
12  D.  III.  (the  last  of  which  is  avcuuipauied  by  a  commentary). 
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withont  beiog  able  to  find  the  story.     Tliis  tale  also  occurs  in  tlie 
Cento  Novelle  AnHcke,  Nov.  vi.  Ed.  Fiorenz,  1572. 

For  similar  wonders  performed  by  Virjsp'l,  and  for  tlie  popular 
traditions  relative  to  his  character  as  a  magician,  see  the  following 
writers :  Le  Grand  Fabliaux,  I.  129,  Ed.  8vo.  1829 ;  Warton,  J7f«/, 
Eng,  Poet.  Ed.  Hazlitt,  I.  pp.  254,  327;  Qorres,  Die  teuUchm 
Volksbucker,  p.  225,  12®.  Heid.  1807;  Weber's  Met,  EomaneeM,  III. 
77,  368,  8®.  1810 ;  Dunlop,  Hiwt.  of  Fiction,  II.  pp.  130—140, 2nd  Ed. 
1816 ;  Schmidt's  Beitrdge  zur  Geechichte  der  Romantischen  Poeeie, 
pp.  119 — 142,  Berlin,  1818;  Thorn,  Earlg  proee  Romancei,  Vol.  II. 
1827  ;  Li  Bomam  de  Berte  aus  grans  pies,  Ac.  par  P.  Paris,  p.  zlvii., 
Paris,  1827 ;  and  Keller's  Ed.  of  lA  Romans  des  Se^t  Sages,  EUn.  pp. 
ociii.— ccxiv.  8*.  1836. 

These  traditions,  it  may  be  added,  are  quoted  by  Bromyard, 
Swnma  Predicant,  w.  Avaritia  A.  xxvii.  59,  and  Conscientia  C.  vii. 
10,  and  by  the  author  of  the  popular  Sermons  compiled  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.,  Harl.  MS.  5396,  part  II.,  Sermon  33. 

See  also  Wright's  Seven  Sages,  Introd.  pp.  Iviii.,  Ix. 

Part  of  the  story  occurs  in  the  Liber  FesHvalis,  leaf  xxxi.,  Ed. 
W.  de  Worde,  1496,  and  compare  tale  No.  186  in  Appendix. 
ZI.  p.  34.   "  Lenoppus ;"  in  Harl.  MSS.  3132  and  5369  ''  Leucippns  ;** 
the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  give  no  name. 

p.  34, 1.  18.  ^  an  C. ; "  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add  omni  anno, 

p.  34,  ].  19.  '*  xiiij. ;  **  we  should  certainly  here  read  *'  xxiiij.**  as 
in  A.-Lat  cap.  17 ;  Addit  9066,  and  printed  Lat  Edd. 

p.  34,  1.  22.  '*  iij.  days  or  iiij."  printed  Lat  Edd. — per  septem  diss. 

p.  35,  1.  4.  "drawe  cut"  A.-Lat  intra  nos  sortem  mittamuSy 
printed  Lat  Edd. — ponamus  inter  nos  sortes, 

p.  35,  1.  8.  ''drowe  cut ;"  printed  Lat  Edd. — sortem  misemnt, 

p.  35,  1.  10.  '<askid  an  C*;"  printed  Lat  Edd.—ben^ium  legis 
petit, 

p.  36,  1.  9.  Quotation  is  from  Matt.  xiz.  29. 

p.  37.  "  Polemus."  The  name  varies  considerably  in  the  different 
MSS.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  14,  has  "  Pylomius.**  The  tale  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  but  a  Latin  version  is  given  in  Oesterley's 
Appendix,  No.  193,  where  the  name  is  given  as  **  Herodes.** 

p.  37,  last  line.     *'  Hungery,"  Lat  text,  ApuUie, 

p.  38,  1.  21.  ^  y-c1othid  alle  in  purpre  &  bisse."  Lat  text,  totaUter 
purpura  et  paUio  erat  indutus,  Cf.  Wicli^  Luke  xvi.  19 :  **  Sum 
man  waa  ....  dothid  in  pnrpur  and  biys  [ether  whit  silk],"  which 
in  the  A.  0.  is  rendered  **  fine  linen,"  and  in  William  of  Naasington 
(Mr  Cosens'  MS.),  leaf  112,  back,  we  read  of— 

**  pt  lyche  man 
^t  in  ryche  purpur  glede  hym  ofte 
And  in  hyse  ^t  was  so  softe, 
Of  whaa  lyuyng  godde  wasse  noght  payde." 

According  to  Halliwell  the  term  originally  meant  *'  a  delicate  bloa 
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colour,  but  was  frequently  applied  to  dlk  of  a  fine  texture,**  sot 
necessarily  of  a  bint  colour.  But  Liddell  and  800^  Zmbwoh,  reader 
the  Greek  fiwaoQ  by  '^  a  fine  yellowiab  flax^  oim^  tlie  linen  made  from 
it**     For  examples  of  the  use  of  the  term,  see  Halliwell,  &c. 

p.  38,  L  33.  **  a  water/*  Lat  text,  locum  hUoium  ae  prt^wndnm. 
Rex  usque  ad  veiUrem  equi  minvU^  mUe$  "veto  m  drcuUu  ^quiktvii,  ei 
iic  nee  »eip§um  nee  equum  maeulamL 

p.  39, 1  13.  ^  yn  a  faire  grene  place."  So  the  Anglo-Latin ; 
but  in  W.  de  Worde  ^  doone  10  a  vyne  gaideyne,**  in  accoidanoe 
with  the  text  of  Harl  6369,  m  qwodam  vmario.  The  Latin  text  has 
simply  m  campo, 

p.  39,  L  19.  ''a  more  ibole."  The  same  expression  occuia  in 
W.  de  Worde,  cliapt.  v.  Compare  '*  thi  masiB  oomforte,  and  thi  moete 
enemye,**  p.  46,  1.  7. 

p.  39,  I  20.  '*  Preyae  at  ^  parting."  A.-Lat— o  Jine  knidaiur 
.  npue.  That  is,  praise  not  too.  soon,  or  till  the  entertainment  is  over. 
Steevens  in  bis  note  on  Shakspere,  Tempest^  Act  IIL  So.  3,  where  we 
read  **  praise  in  departing,**  points  out  that  thia  ia  a  proverbial 
phrase,  and  that  a  lost  play  of  GkMison's  was  called  ^Praise  at 
Parting."  Hasiitt  (Eng.  Proverba  and  Prov.  phrases,  p.  318)  gives 
^  Praise  at  parting,  and  behold  well  the  end,"  and  **  Praise  day  at 
night,  and  life  at  the  end." 

In  the  Poem  of  Bauf  Goil^ear  (E.  £.  Text  Soc  Ed.  Mnmy,  p.  5, 
1.  96),  when  Gharlemagae  ia  beginning  to  thank  the  Collier  for  his 
proffered  hospitality^  the  answer  is  **  Pryse  at  the  parting,,  how  that 
thow  dois." 

p.  41,  L  7.     Romans  viii.  18. 

p.  41,  1.  28.    "corn  of  syuewey;"  W.   de  Worde,  '^grayne  of 
mustarde."*     Matt  xvii.  20. 
Xin.  p.  42,  1.  21.  "  Gennaldus."     A.-Lat  Gemaidum,     W.  de  Worde, 
*'  Gerarde ; "  Ilarl.  M&  6369,  Geraldum. 

p.  43,  I.  16.  '*  had  a  grete  oanse  to  be  sped ; "  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
debweeel  hercdiiaiem  warn  u^uete  amiUere, 

This  story  is  introduced  by  Occleve  into  his  poem  De  Regimine 

Principum^  but  he  calls  the  Emperor  Julius  Cnsar.     It  ia  in  fact  the 

well-known  story  of  a  Roman  soldier,  who  had  fought  at  Aotiuin,  and 

Augustus  Csesar. 

XrV.  p.  46,  I.  7.    "  thi  most  comfort,*'  &c. ;  printed  Lat  Edd.  read 

joculatorem  opiimum  et  inimieum  perfidieeimum, 

p.  46, 1.  32.  **  seide  with  a  voia,  as  hit  had  be  an  home."  A.-Lat. 
eilla  voce  clamabai, 

p.  47,  1.  28.  In  the  Romance  of  Generydes,  E.  E.  Text  80c., 
Ed.  W.  A.  Wright,  1.  3367,  in  the  account  of  the  fight  between  the 
hero  and  the  King  of  Egypt,  the  latter 

"strake  Generidas 
Yf^xm  the  side,  uoAperiiihed  the  hanes 
Ysto  Uie  skymie." 
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For  other  instaaoee  of  the  form  periuheth^  in  the  sense  of  piercethy 
flee  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  Ed.  Skeat,  p.  73 ;  P.  Plow- 
man, B.  xyii.  189,  and  the  curious  Treatise  on  Gardening,  from  the 
Porkington  MS.  (Percy  Soc,  Ed.  Wright),  p.  68.  The  Gatholicon 
Anglicum  gives  **  to  Perche,  vbi  to  Thirle.** 

Compare  P.  Plowman  B.-Text  x.  460. 

'*  Souteres  and  shephenles  suohe  lewed  iottes 
Peroen  with  tk  pater-noster  pe  paleya  of  heaene." 

The  latter  portion  of  thia  story  agrees  with  part  of  cap.  124  of  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  and  cap  C.  of  the  Cento  Novtlle  ArUiche,  Ed.  1572. 
For  references  to  some  later  imitations,  see  the  notes  of  Grimm  to 
the  Haw-MHrchm,  lU.  176,  Ed.  1819. 

Neckam,  in  his  work  De  Nahms  Eerum  (end  of  13th  Oent), 
reprinted  in  the  Rolls  Series,  Ed.  Wright,  p.  254,  gives  the  following 
version  of  the  story  :— 

Cap.  CLVIL 

Indicium  est  etiam  amoris  fidelis  et  argnmentnni  multae  suRtinentiae, 
quod  canis  a  domino  suo  liesus,  virgis  csmos,  aut  etiam  baculatuH, 
iramo  etiam  et  fustigatus,  redit  ad  dominum  sunm,  ab  ipso  vocatos, 
nunc  sinillis  petenti  veoiaui,  nunc  blandiens  tarn  voltus  hilaritate 
quam  blandimento  caudsB.  Unde  qnidam  sapiens  jussus  a  domino 
suo  secum  adducere  histrionem  quem  pre  cnteris  bistrionibos  suis 
approbandum  censeret,  et  servum  majoris  sustinenti»,  et  liostem  sibi 
prse  cunctis  hostibus  infestum,  et  amicum  fidelissimum,  adduxit 
filium  proprium  puerulum  et  asinum  et  uxorem  et  canem.  Requisitus 
aiiteni  vir  maturi  pectoris  ubi  esset  histrio  quem  adducere  debnit, 
puerulum  in  medio  statuit,  dicens,  *^  Nullius  histrionis  sales,  geRti- 
culationes,  scomata,  lidorisB,  adeo  placent  mihi  ut  istius  infantuli. 
Cum  affectat,^  IsBtitias  afficior;  cum  tympanizat,  tripudiare  mihi 
videtur  animus  mens.  Cujus  risus,  cujus  senecise,^  adeo  me  delectar- 
ent,  ut  istius?"  Servum  ostensurus  asinum  adducit,  qui  inter 
servientes  minus  gratiiB  coosequitur,  et  plus  honoris  sustinet. 
Hostem  jusRus  ostendere,  uxorem  propriam  producit  in  medium. 
**Ceniite,**  inquit,  **  hostem  inexorabilem.**  Quod  intelligens  uxor, 
in  modum  ferri  igne  accensi  excanduit,  et  siniilis  debacchantibus 
inter  orgia^  Bacchi,  in  verba  contnmeliosa  prorupit,  vocans  maritum 
proditorem  domini  sui  ibidem  prassentis :  addidit  etiam  se  interfuisse 
quando  maritus  potionem  toxicatam  multa  diligeutia  paravit,  ut 
domino  suo  letbum  propinaret  **  Audite,**  inquit  Sapiens,  ^  o  viri 
diserti,  nonne  hiec  est  hostis  mea,  qu88  me  proditionis  arguere  pa  rata 
est  ?  **     Amicum  vero  fidelem  jussns  adducere  canem  ad  se  vocavit, 

*  AiEectare,  est  affectus  animi  vultus  mutatione  deelarare.    Tympanisars 
est  pectus  manlbus  ludendo  ferire. 

*  Seneoi»  sunt  infantUia  verba,  senteatias  tarn  maturas  habentia,  ut 
senum  dicta  esse  videantur. 

'  Festa,  scilicet. 
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d«DB  el  ictnm.  Ingemail  cttniB  retrooedfliia,  sad  dabibiit  ei  Uaadis 
«^erbia  iptnm  oompellante  domino,  exnlUos  reremn  ett,  wtAin 
frequoDti  lastitiBB  interiori  attertana.  Laudator  ^ir  ab  omnibiii^  et 
qoi  citatna  faerat  nfc  oondMnnarelur  interceptoa,  reoeaHt  maDeribtia 
ditatus. 
XV.  p.  48, 1.  4  from  bottom,  **  waa  feblt  and  olde.**  So  Sponaar  in  bis 
venioD  of  tbe  stoiy — 

**  Tbo  wbeo  feeble  age 
Nigb  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  prooMd, 
He  oald  hb  daughterly  and  with  speeohes  sage 
Inqojr^dy  whioh  ol  thsm  most  did  lore  her  paientage.* 

¥mory  QueeDe^  H.  10^  97. 

p.  49, 1  23.  "  Hanemoa.**  Holtnshed  saya  the  aeoond  daughter 
waa  married  to  ^  HeDninns,  King  of  Cambria.**  Hist  Eng.  IL  fi. 
Hardyng  in  hia  Chroniole,  cap.  26,  giyee  the  name  aa  *^  Evin.** 

p.  49, 1.  28.  *'  Agape,  kynge  of  Fraonce,"  Ao.  More  correctly  in 
Spenaer,  F.  Q.  II.  10.  29. 

*•  Without  dowre,  th^  wise  Ck>rdeUa, 
Was  sent  to  A§amip  of  Cdtioa.'* 

Holinahed  saya :  ''  One  of  the  princea  of  Oallta  (whidi  ia  new 
called  France),  whose  name  waa  Affamppm$^  hearing  of  the  beastie^ 
womanhood,  and  good  condition  of  the  said  Cordeilla,  deaired  to 
haTo  hir  in  marriage,**  Ac,  **  This  Aganippna  waa  one  of  the  twelve 
kings  that  ruled  Gallia  in  those  daiesL** 

p.  50,  L  1.  Thia  introduction  of  the  King  of  Egypt  into  the  story 
ia  one  of  the  moat  extraordinary  epiaodea  in  the  whole  collection. 

p.  60,  L  3  from  bottom.  **  his  state  apayred."    8o  Speoeer — 

"Her  bountie  she  abated,  and  his  obeare  empajfrd.** 

Faery  Queeoe^  IL  10,  90. 

p.  50, 1.  9.  "&  ^at  will  not  be  do,**  &c.  In  tbe  Lat  theee  worda 
form  part  of  the  daughter*s  speech~ilt<  t^,  I$tud  non  potest  fieri 
mne  magnU  expengU, 

p.  51 , 1.  2.  "  Thevid,**  i.  e.  grieved  ;  bat  we  sbonld  probably  read 
<*  deceyidtf ;  *'  A.-Lat.— -cfec^pftw  mm. 

This  story  (omitting  the  Morality)  has  already  been  printed  from 
Ma  Hari.  7333,  by  Douce,  in  his  IllastratioDs  of  Shakspere,  IL  172. 
It  is  the  well-known  tale  of  King  Lear,  which  originally  appeared  in 
Geoffrey  of  Monmooth,  lib.  IL  cap.  2,  Ed.  Heid.  1587 ;  and  tlience 
was  transferred  into  numerous  translations  and  chronicles.  It  is 
inserted  by  Herolt  **  ex  historiis  Britonum  **  in  the  Promptuarium 
E^mplorum,  lit  M.  ex.  xxxix.  together  with  a  morality.  See 
Robert  of  Gloucester,  Ed.  Heame,  pp.  29 — 37 ;  Fabyan,  Ed.  Ellis, 
1811,  pp.  14 — 16;  Layamon*s  Brut  Ed.  Madden,  I.  123 — 158. 
Spenser  Fairy  Qtuene,  Bk.  II.  Canto  10,  27—32;  HoUinahed'a 
Chronicle^  II.  5  ;  and  Harding's  Chraniclef  cap.  26,  Ac. 

The  fiction  at  last  assumed  the  shape  of  a  ballad,  aa  may  be  aeen 
in  Percy's  B^iquei  (L  230,  Bd.  1775).    The  A.-Lat.  text  and  tba 
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translation  differ  considerably  fiora  the  narratiTe  of  (Geoffrey,  bnt  iti 
MS.  Addit  9066,  the  story  is  told  nearly  in  the  terms  of  the  latter, 
which  saflSciently  proves  that  the  two  Eng.  MSS.  were  not  taken 
from  the  same  text.  This  tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  bnt 
the  Latin  yersion  is  g^ven  in  Oesterley^s  Appendix,  No.  273. 
ZVL  p.  63,  In  the  printed  I>at  Edd.,  this  tale  begins  as  follows : — 
Erat  quideun  rez^  q%U  paupenm  quemdam  ad  magnoi  divicias  promovii 
eique  unum  coitrum  ad  cu$todiendum  eommisii:  ilU  $ic  tublimattu^ 
iuperbui  facitu  eit  valdty  cum  inimieii  regi$  eomilium  hahuit,  ei  ipiorum 
prodiior  ftictuscaitrum  ipHi  aperuU, 

p.  54,  L  11.  **a  scochon)."  Read  "a  [silner]  scochoo),**  with 
A.-Lat.  cap.  22,  and  Addit  Ma  9066. 

p.  56,  1.  7.  "  the  thrid  knyght  seyng  this ;  **  Lat. — Bee  vident 
terduM  miles  foreiiam  nUravU  el  ineepU  dulcia  verba  pro/erre  et  ornate 
loqtU  intantum,  quod  ilium  Ubenier  audiebarU  et  transire  permittebmi ; 
verumtamen  tantum  cum  eie  fecUj  quod  introUum  habuit  in^caetrumj  et 
tie  inter  eoe  convereabatur,  quod  omnee  exUtentee  in  eaetro  sunt  cum  eo 
confederati,  ei  tic  eaetrum  pro  rege  acquieivit  ei  euum  vexillum  in 
eummitate  ordinavii, 

p.  57,  L  9.  *^and  wttAynne  [stynkene].**  This  reading  is  con- 
firmed by  the  Addit  MS.  9066,  and  A.-Lat.  text  which  reads  interiue 
fetent. 

p.  57,  1.  16.  This  passage  is  qooted  from  Bamch  iii.  16,  17,  19. 
See  the  same  idea  well  expressed  in  the  old  Eng.  poem  of  the 
**  Disputation  between  the  Body  and  the  Soul,**  printed  in  MMtzner's 
A  Iten-Sprachproben. 

p.  58,  1.  4.  '*  Onme  quod,"  &o.   See  note  on  chap.  VIL,  p.  18, 1.  25. 

p.  58,  L  18.  This  qootation,  which  is  retained  from  the  A.-Lat 
text,  is  really  from  Bamch  iii.  16-19. 

p.  58,  1.  33.  A  line  seems  to  be  here  omitted,  as  will  be  seen  on 
coTnparison  with  Harl.  MS.  73.^,  with  which  the  A.-Lat  toxt 
o^rceB. 

«>.  .^8.  1.  3G.     "  Ysaye."     Read  "  Bamch,"  as  above,  1. 18. 

p.  59, 1.  13.  •'lac  V  ;"  read  Isaiah  lix.  14. 

p.  59,  1.  24.  "  [rather]  than.**  Perhaps  we  should  better  read  **  for 
ofte  thei  [hadde  leuer]  forswere  hem  than,**  Ac,  Lat — maluni  emm 
perjurari  quam  sex,  Ac, 

p.  59,  L  27.  *'  to  begynnen)  ** ;  read  **  to  be  gynene  ** :   A.-Lat — 
injudiciie  exequendie, 
Xm.  p.  60,  1.  8.     ''  Gaclides.**     In  Harl.  5259,  Aclidee ;  printed  Ut 
Edd.  do  not  give  any  name. 

p.  60,  1.  6.  '*  oon  was  old  and  ^t  o)>ir  was  yong,**  Pr.  Lat  add  : 

»enex  erat  divee Juvenie  milee   erai  pauper   ei  quandam 

vetulam  loeupletem  propter  dimciae  accepit. 

p.  60, 1.  13.  **  And  in  dede  he  spak  to  this  yong  woman.'*  Lat — 
Ei  ab  illo  die  incepii  earn  diUgere  ei  elenodia  (jewels)  dare, 

p.  61,  L  12.  «"  when  the  yong  knyght  herd  teUa.**    Lat— ^SfoiMS 
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nwneiam  ad  miUtemJweMm  ea  midt^  tnmekmdo  ei  enuhUkUem  mcariti 
00,  qvod  phihmemim  in$erfeei$$iL 

p.  61,  1.  15.  **he  armyd  biro."  Pr.  Lat^^rmaril  $e  dttplftc* 
armatura^  referred  to  in  the  Mordite  as  follows: — May9e9  vero 
armavU  Be  dupUci  armaiura  et  teonem  oecidU^  8cU.  armavU  $e  cere- 
moniii  et  eireumeinone,  et  non  ionium  peeeata  ^u»^  wed  mnnimm  JIdeUum 
a  primo  parente  ne^ue  ad  advenktm  CkrieH  ipeum  occidenmi,  eieut  e$i 
ecriptum :  Ip§e  peccaia  noeira  m  corpore  euo  tuliL 

p.  63, 1. 1.  **  [Wed  his]  w}'^** ;  text  corrected  fW>m  A.-Lat,  which 
.    reads — uxorem  ^us  dieptmeare, 

>  This  storj  is  found  among  the  poems  of  Marie  de  France,  a  poetess 
of  the  13th(?)  cent,  under  the  title  of  '*  Lai  du  Laostic,**  torn.  L, 
p.  314,  ed.  of  1820.  M.  Roquefort  and  the  Ahh^  de  la  Rue  refer  to 
an  English  version  of  this  lay  in  MS.  Gott.  Calig.  A.  II.,  but  they 
were  misled  by  the  title,  since  the  latter  is  a  translation  of  a  Latin 
religious  poem  printed  among  the  works  of  Bonaventnra,  tow.  vi., 
p.  2,  ed.  of  1609,  and  ascribed  also  to  Hoveden.  8oe  Tanner,  BibL 
Brit,  and  Warton,  BieL  Eng,  PoeL,  ed.  Haslitt,  L  9.3.  The 
same  tale,  with  the  usual  variations,  is  in  Boccaccio,  Deeam,  V.  4, 
and  Dunlop  states  he  was  aware  of  no  modem  imitation  except 
Le  Roeeignoly  inserted  among  the  (hnUe  of  La  Fontaine,  HUL  cf 
Fiction^  II.  29. 

In  the  curious  old  Eng.  poem  of  the  Bute  and  Ni^thgaUf  written 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  L,  this  story  is  also  told,  and  an  historical 
character  given  to  it^  by  the  scene  being  laid  in  England,  and  tlie 
knight  who  kills  the  nightingale  is  said  to  have  been  amerced  by 
"  King  Henri  *'  in  the  sum  of  £100  for  his  cnielty.  MS.  Cott  Calig. 
A.  IX.,  leaf  237,  back.  (Edited  by  Dr  Stratmann,  1868.) 
XVm.  p.  63.  This  tale  is  n(*t  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  but  a  Latin 
version  is  given  by  Oesterley,  appendix.  No.  274. 

p.  63,  1.  27.  "  [None]  to  crye  " ;  text  restored  in  accordance  with 
the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MS.,  cap.  24,  non  est  inventus  unus, 

p.  64,  1.  8.  "meyne."     Lat — sequacihue, 

Johns,  in  his  Flowers  of  the  Field,  says--'^*  Atropa  belladonna^ 
(Deadly  Nightshade,  Dwale)  ....  Buchanan  relates  that  the  Scots 
mixed  the  juice  of  Belladonna  with  the  bread  and  drink  with  which 
by  their  truce  they  were  supposed  to  supply  the  Danes,  which  so 
intoxicated  them,  that  the  Scots  killed  the  greater  part  of  Sweno's 
army  while  asleep."  Compare  tale  No.  88  of  the  printed  Lat. 
editions. 

p.  66,  1.  11.    "  Temicius  "  ;    A..Lat.,  cap.  26,  *«  Lemciue.''     This 
tale  is  not  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  66,  I.  12.  ^  to  mow  here.**  We  sliould  certainly  here  read  *^  to 
nowmbere/'  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads,  Uhi 
dtftumerors. 

This  story  is  quoted  by  Grimm  from  the  Vienna  MS.  Cod.  Univ. 
172;  fol.  249,  ia  his  Haue^MHrckm^  iii.,  376.     The  Bavariaa  tale  of 
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Da$  Hirimb&hkhi  h  oonpoMd  Id  a  similar  manner,  ib,  if.,  275,  anH 
Grimm  in  his  notes,  iii.,  245,  points  oat  similar  narratives  in  the 
old  German  poem  of  Der  P/aff  AmU  ;  in  Euhnapiegel^  cap.  21,  and 
elsewhere.  In  the  ^  Demaundes  loyoas,''  printed  by  W.  de  Worde 
in  1511,  and  reprinted  in  1829,  one  of  the  qnestions  may  be  fonnd, 
and  to  the  same  elass  of  stories  mnst  be  referred  the  ancient  haHad 
of  King  John  and  the  Abbot  of  Canterbury ;  on  which  consult  Percy 
Folio  McMu$cripij  ed.  FnmiTall  and  Hales,  I.  508. 

p.  67,  1.  1  from  bottom.  **  we  shnl  passe :  **  probably  here  we 
should  read,  *^  he  shal  passe." 

p.  68,  1.  11.  ^  for  so  a  lepre  is  made."  Printed  Lat.  Sdd. — quia 
dicet  YpocroB :  Homo  Hmens  lepram  exdmore  earn  tneurrit, 

p.  68,  1.  14.  "  by  the  space  of  iij  niyle ;  **  A.-Lat,  and  printed 
Lat  Edd. — ad  nnam  leucam, 

p.  68,  ].  23.  **  Quia  nemo^  Ac.  Compare  Dionysios  Cato, 
Distichorum  liber,  L  5. 

**  Si  uitam  innpicias  homlnum  si  denique  mores. 
Cum  culpant  aHoi^  nemo  iine  erimine  rivif.*' 

Compare  p.  74,  1.  31. 

p.  69,  1.  4.  The  text  has  been  restored  from  the  A.-Lat,  which 
reads,  fecit  impleri  piecinam, 

p.  70, 1.  6.  *'  By  Sechem ;  **  the  passage  has  been  restored  from 
the  A.-Lat — a  sicken  rapta  est, 

Mr.  Hooper  in  his  edition  of  Swau*s  translation  of  the  printed  Lat. 
Greeia  (Bohn's  Library,  p.  237)  refers  to  a  similar  tale  in  the 
Hitopad^sa,  entitled,  ^  The  Brahman  and  the  Goat,*'  in  which  three 
knaves  obtain  a  goat  from  a  Brahmin  who  was  carrying  it  on  his 
shoulder,  by  successively  asking  him  why  he  carried  a  dog  (the  dog 
being  an  unclean  animal).  See  the  Book  of  Chod  CouneeU,  by  Edwin 
Arnold,  p.  130. 
1  p.  70,  1.  23.  "  Antonins."     In  Harl.  6259—"  Bononius  alter,'' 

p.  70, 1.  27.  "  among  anfyns  and  pownys  ** ;  these  words  are  not 
in  the  A. -Lat  text 

p.  71,  1.  8.  "The  first  mann  that  goth  afore'';  MS.  Harl.  2270. 
cap.  27,  reads.  Primus  est  pedinus,  qui  cum^  &c.,  ex  alia  parte  capit 
alium.  Sic  pauper,  &c.,  exactly  as  in  the  Eng.  version,  but  some 
words  are  supplied  after  alium  in  Harl.  5259,  evidently  wanting  to 
complete  the  argument — et  cum  veneril  ad  mensam  (the  board  or 
extreme  line  of  squares)  ^/or(i#. 

p.  71,  1.  25.  **  And  is  y-take  fro  tlie  kyng  •* ;  A.-Lat—  et  quando 
recedit  a  rege  capitur, 

p.  71, 1.  29.  *•  so  sons  discendithe,**  &c.  There  is  evidently  some 
corruption  here,  and  no  other  copy  of  the  Eng.  version  to  compare  it 
with.  In  Harl.  2270,  the  passage  reads — sic  illi  descendunt  in 
mundum,  et  ascendunt  ad  Deum,  Ac,  sed  quando  non  curant  de  Deo, 
nee  famiUam  habent,ftt  sibi  chekmate.  In  Harl.  5259 — sic  illi  qui 
descenduni  in  «•  undum  el  habent  familiam^  et  aaceadU  ad  Deum  per 
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oraiUmem,  ad  qumdo  nam  curant  de  Dm,  m§e  fsmiKam  kahmU^Jii  $ibi 
eh&smaU^  which,  if  we  oorraot  atomdiU  into  momAmI,  will  protmbly 
give  the  tnie  reediDg. 

The  Latin  Tenion  printed  by  Oeeterley  in  hie  Appendix,  No.  275, 
pp.  675-6,  reads — 8^  iUi  demsmukuU  m  ihinmIkiii  et  a§eemhmt,  kc 
M  qwmdo  wm  curat  de  deo  nee  fcmiUam  kabei  JU  demi  ehekmai^ 
which  agrees  with  the  Eng.  version. 

For  a  copious  illastration  of  the  names  of  the  chessmen,  and  of  the 
powers  of  each  piece  in  the  18th  and  14th  cent,  consult  ^r 
F.  Madden's  paper  in  the  Archaologia,  xziv.,  p.  903,  entitled, 
*'  Historical  remarks  on  the  introduction  into  Europe  of  the  game  of 
Chess.*'  Compare  with  the  Ge$la  story  the  following  MoralUat  d€ 
Scaecario,  from  Hari.  Ma  2253,  leaf  135b,  and  Bodl  Ma  52,  leaf 
59b,  ascribed  to  Pope  Innocent  III.,  who  died  in  1316,  which 
probably  formed  the  groundwork  of  the  story, 

Harl  MS.  2253,  If.  135,  hack. 

^  Mundns  iste  totus  qnoddam  scaocarinm  est  /  cniaf  vnus  pnnctns/ 
albiM  est  /  alius  vero  niger,  propter  duplicem  statam  vite  k  mortis  / 
gra^  et  culpe  /  Familia  autem  huim  soaccarii  sunt  hostiiies  huias 
mundi  /  qui  de  mo  sacculo  matemo  extrahnntur  /  h  collocantur  in 
diuersis  locis  huitis  mundi  &  singvle  ha5ent  dinsrsa  nomina  /  Primug 
enim  rex  est  /  alter  regina  /  tercinf  tocm^  quartiit  miles  /  qtuntus 
alphinnf  /  sextus  pedinnf  /  Istias  autem  ioci  oondicio  talis  est  vt 
▼ntis  alterum  capiat  /  &  omni  ludum  compleuerint  i  sicut  de  vno 
sacculo  exierunt  /  ita  itemm  reponunttir  /  nee  est  dtfferencia  inter 
regem  A  peditem  paupsrem  quia  simul  in  vnuin  dines  k  pauper,  A 
sepe  conttgit  quod  qfiaudo  familia  scoccarii  reponitur  in  sacculum  rex 
inferiuf  collocatur  &  reponitur  /  sic  fere  quique  maiores  in  transitu 
huiu«  s«ouIi  inferiu^  collocantur,  scilicet  in  inferno  sepeliuntur, 
pauperes  in  sinum  habrahe  deportantur  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  rex 
vadit  vbiqtt«  &  captt  vudi^u^  diracte,  in  signum  quod  rex  omnia  ioste 
corrigat  &  in  nuUo,  omissa  insticia,  obliquari  debet  /  set  qutcquid 
agit  rex  iusticia  reputatur  /  quia  quicqutd  principi  placet  leg^s  habei 
rigorem  /  Segina  que  dicitur  ferte  vadit  oblique  &  capit  vndiqus 
indirecte  /  quia  cum  auarisstmufii  sit  genut  mulierum  /  nichil  capit 
nisi  mere  detur  ex  gra^  /  nisi  rapina  &  iniusticia.  Kocus  est 
ju8ticiariu«  perambulans  totam  terrain  directe  cum  Inna  in  siguum 
quod  omnia  iuste  corrigat  &  in  nuUo,  omissa  iusticia,  munenbui 
coruptus  o[b]liqttari  debet  /  Set  modo  est  quod  paruertit  iudicium  vt 
scWbitur  p«ru«rti8ti  iudicium  in  amaritudinem  &  fiructum  iusticie  in 
absinthium.  Miles  tree  pnnctos  pertransit  /  duos  dir^ctos  /  in  signum 
quad  milites  &  terreni  dome'ni  possnnt  inste  cap^re  redditu^  sibi 
debitos  &  iustas  eroendas  s^cund^m  exigenciam  delicti  /  set  tercium 
puoctum  obliquant  cum  tallagia  &  exactiones  ioiustas  extorquent  a 
subditis  /  Alphini  vero  sunt  epifcopi  non  vt  moyses  ex  colloquio 
diuino  /  set  pocius  regio  impmo  preoe  vsl  precio  s»blimati  A  aic 


V0TS8.  461 

pn>moti  Isti  alphini  oblique  carnint  A  trM  panctot  onmndo  p«r- 
tnioseaQt  indiivcte  quia  fere  omnee  prelati  /  odio,  amore,  manere,  sea 
faaore  p^raertantar  ne  delinqaentes  conigaQt  &  contra  vicia  latiYint, 
set  potitit  aonuo  censo  peccata  ad  firroam  trodant  /  Sic  diaboluin 
dicaDt  Tode  qui  debueruiit  esse  viciorttm  eztirpatoree  /  iam  p^r 
cupiditatem  focti  snnt  viciorum  promotores  /  A  diaboli  procaratores  / 
Pedini  paapercidi  sunt  qtd  inoedeodo  daos  pnnctos  pertronseunt 
dir«cto8  /  quia  dam  pauper  maoet  in  saa  simplicitate  &  pauptfrtate 
semper  directe  viuit  /  set  cum  capere  vult  /  obliquat,  quia  cum  cupit 
aliqiMd  temporale  vel  honores  cousequi  /  semper  capiendo  cum  falHis 
iuramentis  ve\  adulatiooibnf  seo  mendaciis  /  obliquat  /  donee  ad 
summum  gradum  scaocarij  p^rueniat  /  eft  tunc  de  ponu  /  sit  fierce  / 
&  tunc  incontinenti  capit  cum  maximo  dominio  /  &  tres  punctos 
pertmnsit  /  qtita,  vt  dicitur  in  Alexandre  /  Asp«riiif  nichil  est  bnmili 
cum  surget  in  altum  /  In  isto  autem  ludo  diabolus  dicit  /  eschek^  / 
insultando  vel  pemiciendo  aliqoem  peccati  iaculo  /  qui  pcrcussus  nisi 
cicins  dicat  /  lyueret^  /  ad  penitenciam  &  cordis  compuncttonem 
transeundo  /  diabolus  dicit  ei  /  cyat'  /  animam  secum  ad  tartara 
deducendo  /  vbi  non  iiberabitur  /  neo  prece  neo  precio  /  quia  in 
inferno  nulla  est  redempcio.  [Continued  in  BodL  MS.  52]  et  sicut 
venator  diuersos  habet  canes  ad  capiendum  diuersas  bestias.  Sic 
diabolus  et  mundus  babeut  diuersa  peccata  quibus  diuersos  bomines 
illaqueant,  quia  omne  quod  est  in  mundo  aut  est  concupiscentia 
carnis,  aut  concupiscentia  oculorum  aut  superbia  vite. 

Explicit  tractatus  de  scaccario. 

See  also  Neckam,  De  NatitrU  Rerum,  Ed  Wright,  p.  324. 

p.  72, 1. 8.  [^  gretly  desired.**   Lat  texts — ioto  oonamine  demdera- 
hat  habereJ] 

p.  72, 1.  20.  [*'  Pirius  tnmede  to  ^  walle  and  deide.**  One  of  the 
many  phrases  which  are  found  in  the  Oesta  indicating  an  Eastern 
origin.     It  occurs  again  p.  250,  1.  18.     Compare  p.  73, 1.  33.] 

p.  73, 1.  3.  "  We  beth  witnesse  in  this  caa"  In  MS.  UarL  5259, 
cap.  28,  occur  after  these  words  the  following  Englieh  names,  which 
Mr  Douce  in  a  MS.  note  in  one  of  his  copies  of  the  Gesta,  No.  310, 
Bodl.  Libr.,  says  be  found  in  one  other  MS. — ei  nonUna  teetium,  Thomae 
Tynker,  lamye  loguler^  et  CoUe  Caryer  ;  tree  kominee  faleieeimi, 

p.  73,  I.  21.  [Swan  in  his  translation  of  the  printed  Lat  Gesta  has 
a  curious  note  on  tliis  passage,  as  follows : — "  Whether  this  was  the 
usual  way  of  administering  an  oath,  or  whether  it  is  only  of  the 
number  of  those  whimsical  and  arbitrary  circumstances  which  con- 
tinually occur  in  these  volumes,  I  am  unable  to  say."  Clearly,  the 
purpose  was  to  cause  the  man  to  appear  to  be  making  some  continued 
statement  to  the  Emperor,  so  that  his  confederates  might  easily  believe 
that  the  full  particulars  of  the  forgery  were  being  disclosed.  So  long 
therefore  as  he  said  something,  it  mattered  little  what  that  some- 
thing was.] 

'  cheks  in  Bodl  MS.        *  dUoefei  fai  BodL  1C&        *  Mayts  la  BodL  lOL 
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t».  78,  1.80.    ["fllEiy  itfB  IMh as  ^  lUi#  lied^**    Print: 

JM.'^-'CtUe  t$  9ooiu$  hnu  «f«f  Me,  ftd  nUM  dideH  fltt  Mwii  bUM  'paUr 
Iioii0r,     A  fiive  tpMlliieD  of  teqnf vocctfoti.] 

p.  78, 1.  d8.  [*<  I  Mtt  but  cM,*  Liit-^>Mlt  moHift  ird.  Die  nme 
Battern  e^c^t^ssftloli  li  tkied  la  the  fin*  tlu^e  ({Milpe  %  1.  8),  and  elae- 
where.] 

p.  74, 1.23.   [*<  by  tnes  two  Imyghtcfi  beth  VndSviftotid,*' Ae.   In  the 
printed  Lat  Edd.-->-^>»r  «rto»  rfaot  mOgteg  6Ulg<%«itlBr  liteM^ 
pareM ;  JUm^  ^u$  etat  ioWm  {femn  kmuamun  ab  eo  ptnpagtaum : 
kendita$  pmradtmUj  ^^ftMm  daw  9iH  dedU,  Ao.     The  Iforalfte  in  the 
printed  Lat  Edd.  fa  nrach  mote  fbll  than  in  the  Engltah  Veitrlon.] 

A  portion  of  thia  itory  ia  qnoted  by  Br6myaH,  Smftind  PtMtkmL 
▼.  TuHmotda,  T.  fl.  4. 
ZZm  p.  77, 1.  26.  ['^harlotte."    Lat  Edd.--fMM6iia  ribaidB,] 

p.  78, 1. 1.  '^  what  he  knokkede ; "  read  '*  for  what  he  knokkede ;  ** 
A.-Lat.  cap.  29,  eamtam  pHi§aaiom»  fwrehai, 

p.  78, 1.  9.  [^  avowe  thi  pele ; "  A.-Lat  -de  ioR  faemort  ei  pre- 
manpeians  tupondebii,  with  Whicii  agreea  Uie  Addit  M8L  Sir 
F.  Madden  thought  there  was  some  oormptioo  in  the  text  fta  this 
passage,  not  having,  as  he  says,  met  with  the  word  pele  elsewhere. 
But  the  explanation  aeema  clear:  peie  is  merely  another  Ibrm  of 
nppeh^  whic^  occurs  in  P.  Plowman,  B.  XVII.  802,  and  **  avowe  thi 
pele,**  means  ^make  thy  appeal,**  or  upload  thy  own  tanse.**  8ee 
Olossary.l 

p.  79, 1.  t.  p  anon)  a  grehoond."  In  the  printed  Lai  Edd.  thia 
incident  oodirs  after  loviliian  has  been  introduced  to  the  presence  of 
the  Bmpreas,  and  while  he  is  still  tn  the  HalL  The  Lat  contitinea : 
— Item  quendam  falconem  kabebat  in  perticoj  qui  cum  eum  vUK$$et 
Ugaiuram  frtffii  ti  eosira  aulam  adtfoltwit,^ 

p.  80,  1.  2  from  bottom:  **  unsavety ;  **  A.-Lat  innpida.  [The 
printed  Lat  Edd.  read — 0  d^mine,  Uviter  j^cMpcndemu^,] 

p.  84,  1.  13.    **  proudely ;  **  A.-Lat.  nimis  mpertivit ;  [printed  Lat 
Edd.  give  the  pamage  thus— ^t^iio  tempore  contra  deum  §e  erexiL] 
^       p.  85, 1.  11.  **  and  Ukith  ;**  better  «'  and  [he]  takith.** 

This  story  must  have  been  popular  in  t)ie  14th  Cent  since  Chaucer 
mentions  Jovinian  as  an  example  of  pride,  8ompnoure*8  Tale,  7511. 
The  tale  in  the  A.-Lat.  G^esta,  which  agrees  more  closely  than  nsual  with 
tlie  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  59,  is  clearly  the  originid  of  the  metrical 
English  romance  of  King  Robert  of  Sicily,  analysed  by  Warton,  Ed. 
Haalitt,  II.  174,  and  Ellis,  III.  148,  Kd.  1811,  On  which  was  formed 
the  miracle-play  of  **  Kynge  Robart  of  Cicyle,**  aeted  at  Chester  in 
1529.  Collier's  Hiei.  Dram.  PoeL  I.  113,  ed.  1881.  To  the  same  class 
of  fictions  belong  the  tale  of  "  Syr  Gowghtor,**  in  Utterson^s  Popular 
Poetry^  I.  161,  Ed.  1817,  and  the  Fre>irli  pmse  romance  of  Robert  le 
Diable,  1496,  translated  and  printed  by  W.  do  Worde  (Dibdin,  Aniei^ 
II.  356),  of  which  a  metrical  legend  from  a  copy  temp.  Elizabeth  waa 
ftbUahad  ia  1798  by  Herbert     Verdtei-  (in  V.)  redtca  a  Mormiii»  on 


JoviniaD,  frith  19  characteri,  printed  at  Lyons,  from  au  ancient  copy  in 
1581, 8vo.  with  the  title  L'Oryueil  etpretomption  de  VEmpenur  J&viman, 
p.  88,  1.  24.  '*  on  in  his  oon  arme,  and  that  other  in  his  nek ;  '* 
A.-Lat.  cap.  90,  reads  um$in  iuper  dorsum^  alium  in  brachUs  accepit, 

p.  89,  L  31.  [Another  instance  of  0$i  in  the  sense  of  inn,  is  in 
LoneIich*s  Hist  of  the  Holy  Grail,  E.  £.  T.  &,  Ed.  Famivall,  xxzv. 
26,  where  we  read  : 

**  And  happed  they  Oomen  to  an  old  vauasour 
That  kepte  an  Ott,  St  was  A  man  of  honour." 

See  also  hereafter,  p.  257,  1.  2.] 

p.  92, 1.  2.  "  in  fulfilling  of  vows,  and  behotith,  Sec.  that  other  is 
▼ncharged ;  **  there  is  sonie  error  here  and  omission,  as  ii  evident 
from  the  A.-Lat  text  In  Hari.  2270  the  passage  reads  thus — 
propter  votum  quod  fecerat^  tt  essent  nisi  due  naveSy  et  una  eorum  (sic) 
€$8et  onerata  et  alia  non^  oportet  quod  transiret  perhavem  non  oneraiam. 
In  Harl.  5259 — et  es$ent  enim  due  navee,  ita  quod  per  unum  (sic)  poseet 
traneire^  et  iterum  revenire^  et  per  alium  won,  tune  bonum  est  eapere  iUam 
per  quam  poult  bene  iterate  venire. 

p.  93,  1.  1.  ["  myte  of  fe  Fadir,  kc."    So  Hampole : 

<*  ye  myght  of  ^  Fader  almyghty, 
pe  witte  of  ^  iBon  alwytty, 
And  ^  gttdenes  of  pe  Haligast*' 

Pricke  of  Conseienes^  L  1. 

See  also  chapt.  xliii.  p.  172.] 

Several  of  the  incidents  in  this  story,  particalarly  the  loss  of  the 
children,  agree  with  the  Eng.  romance  of  *^Syr  Isombras."  See 
Utterson,  L  77,  and  Ellis,  IIL  158.  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap. 
110,  the  narrative  is  told  very  differently,  and  forms  the  well-known 
legend  of  St  Eustace,  named  Plaoidas,  which  occurs  in  the  Golden 
Legend,  cccxxiiib,  and  among  the  English  Metrical  Lives  of  the 
Saints  of  the  13th  century,  MSa  Bod.  779,  If.  164b,  Cott  Calig.,  A.  II. 
If.  135b.  See  Warton,  I.  273.  In  Donee's  abstract  of  the  Ule, 
Illustratione  of  Shakepere,  II.  373,  from  a  MS.  in  his  own  library,  the 
knight  is  named  Deciue,  but  in  MSS.  Harl.  2270,  and  5259,  the  name 
is  omitted,  as  in  the  English  translation,  [while  in  the  printed  Lat. 
Edd.  it  is  Placidue,  The  legend  was  versified  by  John  Partridge  in 
1566,  and  his  version  was  edited  for  tlie  Roxburghe  Club  by  Mr  H. 
H.  Uibbs  in  1873. 

In  the  Stacions  of  Rome  (from  the  Vernon  MS.)  E.  E,  Text  Soc. 
Ed.  Fumivall,  p.  21,  I.  655,  we  read : 

**  At  seint  Eustas  Mhp  a  good  kniht ; 
Placldas  sum  tyme  be  heiht 
He  and  his  wif,  and  his  twei  sones  I-fers 
Liggen  buried  vuder  ^  hei^e  Autere. 
Vohe  day  two  ^usend  ler, 
Pope  Siluestre  grauutea  ^er.**] 

p.  93,  1.  21.    "the  thirds  m-aa  named  [Lemioiof.     The  firate] 
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knygfat,**  Ste,  The  test  hat  been  rettored  from  the  A.-Ltt  wliioli 
reads  —  teriiui  mile*  Lemiekm,  fui  imperaionm  umpmr  tBjm^baimr, 
Primu9  mileBf  Sec. 

p.  96,  L  6.  ''  telle  him  of  this  dede,"  Ac  A.-Lat.  ei  m  dicam  dt 
imlfrfeeiWM  imtMy  sI/mt  iUMm  witim  iImos  o/toe  dt  dowM  deUberabo, 

p.  95, 1.  21.  [*"  beknowe ; "  see  Glossary.] 

p.  96,  1. 13.  *"  When  this  knygfit,"  Ao.  The  UR,  naj  be  oorreeted 
here  by  the  A«-Lat  text,  mUe$  vsrv  eum  iynem  vidi$9U,  U  gtlm  ^rai^ 
ideo  ipM/rigidus  de  eqm  ducemdU^  Mijmxia  igtum  m  etU^aeiebai, 

p.  96, 1.  18.  "that  othere  ^ne  easts  ^  on)  ^  water  in  a  sakke;** 
more  oorreot^,  as  in  the  A»-Lat  teamdo  k^idtm  ana  eoUam  iimmpomL 
>y       p.  96, 1  2a  "^  Nay,  poa  ahalt  ly^ ;  *'  A.-Lat  nrntJiM  Ua. 

The  earliest  form  in  which  this  stoiy  appeared  ia  probably  the  tale 
of  the  little  hunch-baoked  tailor  in  the  Arabian  Nighii^     It  ocean 
also  in  the  old  Lat  printed  ▼ersion  of  the  Seven  Wise  Masters  [see 
Mr.  Wright's  Introd,  to  his  edition  of  the  Sev$a  8agu^  Percy  Soa  pp. 
IxiL  Ixiii.l  as  the  narrative  of  the  aixth  master,  whence  it  has  been 
trausferred  into  several  modern  veraiim^  and  into  the  common  Eng. 
chap-book.    In  tlie  ancient  French  metrical  version  of  the  Seven 
Sages  edited  by  Keller,  and  in  the  Eng.  poem  pobliahed  by  Weber, 
this  story  is  replaced  by  another.     There  are  no  less  than  fonr  different 
Fabliaux  founded  on  tbia  tale  in  Barbasan,  which  are  analysed  by 
Le  Grand.     For  the  late  Italian  imitations,  and  noroerons  others,  see 
Donoe*8  Ilbi$fration$,  IL  877 ;  Le  Grand,  IV.  267,  Ed.  1829 ;  Weber, 
Jfelr.  Bam.  IIL  871 ;  Dunlop,  II.  204,  891 ;  III.  871 ;  and  Keller's 
lutrod.  to  the  Roman  du  SepL  Sageif  p.  coxziiiy  who  haa,  however, 
oonibanded  with  this  story  another  of  a  totally  diflferent  character, 
which  oocors  in  the  printed  Lat  OtBia,  cap.  124,  and  conreepoods 
with  cap.  14  of  the  English  Chsta,  as  alreiidy  shown  on  p.  456.     [The 
story  does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat  EUd.     Swan  states  that  this 
tale  "forms  the  sabstance  of  a  well-oonstmcted,  and  entertaining 
story  of  two  friars,  John  and  Richard,  who  are  said  to  have  resided 
at  Norwich,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.     This  is  related  in  Heywood's 
HUtory  of  Women  (p.  268),  under  the  title  of  The  /aire  iadie  of 
Norwich^  and  has  crept  into  Blomefield'a  Hi$t  of  Norfolk^  Vol.  III. 
p.  647,  but  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  unaccompanied  with  any 
comment,  but  with  the  addition  of  the  murderer's  name^  who  is 
unaccouutably  stated  to  be  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  a  well-known 
character.      In  the   Bodleian  Library,  there  is  an  old  Eng.  poem 
entitled,  A  Merry  jent  of  Dane  HeWy  mttneh  of  Leieeetrty  and  how  he 
wa$  foure  Hmei  siam^  and  once  hanged.      Printed  at  London,  by 
J.  Aide,  in  4to.  without  date.     This  is  probably  the  same  story,  which 
has  certainly  been  borrowed  from  cue  of  those  related  by  the  Norman 
niiustrela.'*] 
XXVX  p.  98, 1.  27.    "  that  he  blede  strong,**  Ac.     A  passage  is  here 
omitted,  which  the  A. -Lat.  thus  supplies — ut  exirei  eanguie  m  magna 
€qpia  ;  iia  food  U>ia  rnqtrnfime  imre  in  circuiiu  cunabuU  arai 
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ienta.     Leporannu  ewn  untitHi  u  gnxvUer  vtUnerakim^  toto  eonamins 
irruit  in  terpeniem^  fco. 

p.  99,  L  26.  '^  al  his  lyfe ;  *'  A.-Lat  adds — et  martuus  tsL 

p,  100, 1.  19.  "  the ; "  A.-Lat— fua. 

p.  100,  last  line.  The  qaotatioD  is  from  Ezeohiel  viii.  23. 

This  story,  like  the  last,  is  of  Oriental  origin,  and  has  had  equal 
popalaritj.  It  is  found  in  the  fahles  of  Pilpay  (Gardonne*s  trans- 
lation, VoL  IIL  p.  53),  and  the  various  European  versions  of  that 
work ;  as  also  in  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  and  its  numerous  tranR- 
lations.  See  Tyrwhitt,  IV.  299 ;  Weber,  IIL  367  ;  Keller,  EinleUufig, 
p.  clzxviij. ;  [and  Wright's  £d.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Peruy  Soc.  p.  26.  j 
Later  imitations  are  pointed  out  by  Douoe,  II.  881,  who  also  notices 
the  Welsh  tradition,  which,  aa  in  the  instance  of  the  dog  of  Montargin 
(subsequently  to  be  noticed),  baa  acquired  a  species  of  historical  reality. 
Le  Grand,  in  his  notes  on  a  similar  fable  in  French,  has  given  au 
extraordinary  narrative  of  tlie  same  description  from  a  Dominican 
writer  of  the  13th  century.  See  Vol.  IV.  pp.  359 — 363.  [The  stoiy 
does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Lat  Editions.] 
XXVII.  p.  101, 1  20.  [**  Lampadiua."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  give  the  name 
as  AsmodemutJ] 

p.  102, 1.  13.  [<<  he  hadde  not  be  I-browte  here."  Printed  Lat. 
Edd. — ad  Utum  pwicium  turn  vemstet,] 

p.  102, 1.  25.  ["  or  I  ete.**  This,  which  is  omitted  in  MS.  HaH. 
7333,  differs  from  the  printed  Lat.  text,  which  reads — hodie  dbuia 
non  gtutabiM  donee /uerii  ntipemutJ] 

p.  103,  1.  11.  **that  no  Devil  con  say  ayene  hem."  The  text  has 
been  corrected  from  the  A.-Lat.  MS.  cap.  33,  whii^h  reads — non  posieui 
in  die  judicii  contra  U  objieere.  In  Roberts'  Cambrian  Popniar 
AntiqtUtieif  p.  94,  Ed.  of  1815,  a  similar  story  is  related  of  King 
Arthur. 
ZXVIII.  p.  104,  L  23.  ''  in  all  manor  of  service.**  A.-Lat.  cap.  34, 
de  quinque  scio  vobit  minittrare  apHme,  In  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 
cap.  17,  MS  services  are  mentioned,  but  tlie  old  German  prose 
translation,  Augsburg,  1489,  folio,  cap.  48,  agrees  with  tlie  A.-Lat. 
text 

[The  first  service  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  stated  thus : — 9eio 
carpU8  magni  principis  die  ae  noeie  cuetodire^  leetum  ^ue  parare,  cibaria 
ej  pmpinare^  pedee  ^u$  ktvare.  The  remainder  are  stated  as  in  the 
Englisli  Version.  Then  we  are  told  how  Guido  fulfilled  his  first 
duty — Outdo  omni  nocte  leetum  eade  koneete  paraoity  liniheamina  IgpU 
et  iqmu  mutamt  emguUe  nocHbue.  Ante  oeUum  camere  armatue  jacuit^ 
habeneque  eeeum  parvum  eanieulum  bene  latrantem,  ut  m  aliquo  eaeu 
dormiretf  et  aliqute  subiio  veruret,  per  lalratum  came  exdtatue  eeeeU 
Semel  omni  kebdomada  pedes  eftte  lofHwU,  &c.] 

p.  105,  1.  6.  [''  the  firste  service "].  Supplied  from  the  A.-Lat 
text — primum  minieterium  impleveraL 

p.  105, 1.  7.  <"  boteler." 
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p.  106^  I.  2a  '^  the  d«7  of  my  bjitbe."  A.-Ut.--«fi  nHiMaie 
Domini  ;  and  to  also  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. 

p.  106,  17.  ["*&  knjrtM  A  Bqnierif  folowed  him/'  &c.  Priuted 
Lat  Ekid.  read — Viri^  muUerti  ae  parvulif  kec  audiaUss^  quan  h^fiiM 
wecuti  ftml] 

p.  106,  \.  9.  ^''See  )e  not  that  [I]  lee?**  Text  corrected  from 
A.oLat  .and  pnnted  Lat  texta,   which    read— -rideltiiM  quod  ego 

vidtof\ 

p.  106, 1  11.  ["  briddia."    Printed  LaL  Edd.— wa.] 

p.  106,  1.  26.  ['<  the  blode  of  a  lambe,  For  yf,**  Ac.  The  printed 
Lat  Edd.  oontinae— mdam  tigterius  4i  interim  eum  dido  oangupu 
aspergite^  ei  quamdiu  M  gutta  una  illius  oanguiniB  remoiieai,  arii,  qm 
esi  inimicii^  fnmquam  audti  niilo  ^u$  appropinquare  et  tie  avis  in  nido 
MO  renumebU  et  tune  mart  $rit  in  tranquilia  pace  et  poteritie  ad  terrain 
oanctam  (rantire  et  oeeure  redire;  an  omission  in  the  English  text, 
which  requires  to  be  filled  in  order  to  understand  tlie  oorreepondiiig 
passage  in  the  Moralite.] 

p.  107, 1.  17.  [''  so  ye  may  in  the  aomer,''  Ao.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. 
—  Vigilale  in  estate^  i.  e,  cum  vita  veeka/uerit  m  oorpore^  ei  provideatio 
omnia  neceeearia  pro  animabui  veotrie^  ut  cum  Ayems  moriie  advenerit 
poteritie  cum  domino /eUcitar  reqme$cereJ] 

p.  108, 1.  8.    [*'  the  vij.  chekenis  ben,^  &c.    Lat  Edd.—  avis  ecilieet 

ipir'hie  eanctue hahd  eeptem  owij  ocilicet  oeptem  d*ma 

spirituM  mncti,] 

The  Morality  of  this  tale  in  the  Lat.  printed  Edd.  is  much  lunger, 
and  more  rerboee.  Swan  says  there  are  several  popular  stories  nut 
nriliko  Uie  present,  but  he  has  not  specified  any. 

p.  108,  I.  26.  "  Mardonins ;"  A.-Lat.  cap.  36,  Sordaniue. 

p.  108,  I.  29.  "Aairwarde,"  Ac.  Differently  in  A.-Lat— fon- 
tuetudo  erat  tunc  temporis,  quod  omnee  elegereni  quid  pro  Deo  $uo 
habere  vsllent, 

p.  109, 1.  4.  Text  corrected  from  the  A. -Lat  which  has  Fill. 

[In  the  Lat  version  (See  Oesterley,  Appendix,  No.  243),  a  moral  isa- 
tion  is  given  :  the  first  son  betokens  Saracens  and  Jews,  who  believed 
in  one  OoU  :  the  second,  signifies  the  wise  of  this  world ;  and  the 
third,  Christians  aud  the  elect  of  God.] 

p.  109, 1.  21.  "  Pwas."  Hari.  2270,  cap.  38,  and  Hari.  406  read 
Perkamut,'  Hari.  5259,  Gerlaue;  Hari.  3132,  Barlaan,  The  last  of 
these  corrupted  readings  leads  us  to  the  true  text,  ^  Barlaam  narrat  ** 
as  in  the  priuted  Lat  Edd.  cap.  168. 

[Hari.  MS.  219,  has  the  title,  Qualiter  unioormme  iemel  unum 
hofninem  est  eecutue,] 

p.  110,  1.  5.  "bcstes."  A.'Lat.—<mimalibue;  printed  Lat  Edd. 
muribusy   uiid  so  the  romance  of  Barlaam,   and  those  who  quote 

from  it 

p.  110,  1.  7.  ['Telte  it  wagge."  Lat — erni^  earn  vacilkure. 
Compare  P.  Plowman,  a-Text»  xvL  40-1. 
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"  ^MUM  ftymMli  ^  fettdtt  nj  fruit  to  dMtrayVf 
With  alto  pt  wjte  ^t  te  omi,  sod  woffeih  tJU  ivft."] 

p.  110,  I.  1&    **toggeBj'    A.'L§L-^vipere ;  [printed  L«t  Edd. 
alb$.] 

p.  Ill,  I  32.  Begum.     See  2  Saroael  sir.  14. 

p.  Ill,  1.  4.  '*the  tree  in  the  diohei*'  Ao»  This  paragraph  is  Teiy 
corropt  in  the  MS.,  and  can  only  be  restored  by  the  aid  of  the 
original  A.-LaUn  text  in  Harl.  2270,  which  reads---ar6or  in  banUro 
viia  hwnana  m  nmndOf  que  per  ammalia,  mman  in  mundo  album,  aUud 
nigrum^  id  e^  per  horae  diei  et  mociie^  ineeeeanier  coneumiiur.  Harl. 
5259  has — arbor  in  barairo  eei  vUa  humana  in  mundo  que  per  horae  diei 
el  noclM,  quod  per  album  et  nigrum  inieUigiiur,  ineeeeanier  coneumiiur.** 

This  apologue  is  alto  from  the  East,  and  of  great  antiquity,  being 
inserted  into  one  of  the  prefatory  chapters  of  the  Pehlvi  version  of 
the  OalUa  u  Dimnah,  made  in  the  reign  of  Khosroo  Kooschir^van, 
about  A.D.  510.  It  is  in  the  4th  Chapter  of  the  Arabio  translation 
published  by  De  Sacy,  4to.  Pads,  1816,  and  exists  also  in  the  Greek 
version  of  Simeon  Seth,  the  Hebrew  of  Rabbi  Joel,  and  the  Latin  of 
John  of  Capna,  made  between  1262  and  1278,  and  printed  under  tlie 
title  of  *'  Directorium  humana  vHat^  which  is  Uie  immediate  source  of 
many  translations  or  imitations  in  French,  Oerman,  Italian,  and 
Spanish.  It  occurs  likewise  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam  and 
Josaphat,  compiled  by  Johannes  Damascenos  in  the  eighth  cent., 
with  a  Morality  agreeing  exactly  with  that  in  the  Qesta.  The 
original  Greek  text  of  the  story  is  given,  accompanied  by  a  valuable 
critical  apparatus,  in  an  article  by  Schmidt,  in  the  Jahrbucher  der 
Literature  Bd.  XXVI.  p.  30, 1824.  It  was  hence  adopted  in  the  13th 
century,  into  the  Sjpeculum  Hietoriale  of  Vincent  de  Beauvais^  lib.  xv. 
C.  15,  fol.  185b,  Venice  1494,  and  the  Hietoria  Lombardica  of  Jacobus 
de  Voragine,  cap.  175,  fol.  Arg.  1483,  whence  the  compiler  of  the 
Geiita  immediately  borrowed  it,  and  which  is  also  the  original  of  the 
English  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints,  the  Golden  Legend,  and  similar 
oollectioniL  It  is  found  moreover  among  the  tales  of  Odo  de  Ceriton, 
a  fabulist  of  the  12th  cent..  Ma  Arundel,  292  fol.  15,  Ma  Harl.  219, 
fol.  24b,  which  has  served  as  the  immediate  text  of  the  tranelmtion 
in  Ma  Addit.  9066,  No.  55,  and  in  MSa  Harl  463,  leaf  12b  (written 
temp.  Edw.  II.),  2316,  fol.  62b,  5396,  pt  I.  Serm.  9,  A.  4,  and  Addit 
11,284,  p.  107,  in  the  last  three  of  which  instances  it  is  quoted  directly 
from  Barlaam,  as  in  the  printed  Latin  Gesta. 

.  p.  Ill,  1.  28.  '*  GardinuiL**  The  name  varies  maoh.  Sardinue 
in  Harl.  2270,  pr.  m.  Sardimamie,  sea  m.  Harl.  5259  and  5369.  The 
Cambridge  MS.  agrees  with  Ma  Addit  9066,  while  the  printed  Lat 
Edd.  read — Veapaeianue. 

p.  Ill,  1.  25.  '^Eulopia.''    Printed  Lat  Edd.—Aglaee. 

p.  114, 1. 10.  ["  wisshe.**  This  is  an  unusual  form ;  it  occurs  again 
p.  159, 1.  7.  It  is  found  three  ttroea  in  the  Prologue  to  tlie  Tale  of 
Beryn,  Chancer  Soc.  Ed.  FamivalL     Thus  at  I.  193,  we  read  that 
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the  PiJgrimBy  after  their  arrival  at  the  ina  at  Caaterlnuy, 
**  Sirerr  mao  In  hii  degree  wisih,  k  toke  his  aate.*' 
See  also  11.889  and  661.     Another  instance  ie  in  the  Cnivor  Miindi, 
E.  E.  T.  a,  Ed.  Morris,  p.  802,  I  14,009  (Fairfax  Ma),  where  we 
read  of  Mary  Magdalen,  Uial 

*' wf  >  )« teris  ho  WiM JM  his  fete."] 

p.  119,  T.  5.  ''that  wol  oonnerte  to  her.**  *  A.-Lat — ^  ad  earn 
puro  corde  m  eonomtmU, 
^  p.  120, 1.  6.  \^  the  Profet  saithe^**  fca  I  have  been  nnable  to  find 
the  source  of  this  quotation.  8t  Angnstine,  on  Pealms  oxiiii.  2 
(Valgate)  has — ttmqwim  undo  miiericardiiiB  peecoH  igm$  exttsttprntmr^ 
Atid  in  the  Ghilden  Legende,  Ed.  1527,  leiff  cccix.  we  find — "  yf  they 
hadde  done  ony  venyall  sjmne,  it  was  pdt  anone  aweye  by  the  love 
of  charyte,  lyke  a  drope  of  water  in  a  fomays.**] 

The  classical  story  of  Ariadne  and  Theseus  has  probably  served  as 
the  prototype  of  this  tale.  There  is  also  a  passage  in  the  English 
romance  of  Sir  Launfal,  which  mnch  resembles  the  incident  of  tlie 
two  ladies  coming  with  the  baaon  and  the  towel  Bee  Way*s 
Fabliatix,  III.  245,  Ed.  9».  1815. 

[The  version  of  this  tale  in  the  printed  Latin  Edd.  difiera  consiiler- 
ably  from  that  here  given.  In  tiie  former  the  daoghtei's  name  is 
Aglaes,  changed  by  the  Emperor,  pmpter  pidehntmdm,9m  eorporU  to 
Domina  Solncii  (the  Lady  of  Comfort),  tii  iigmtm  Atyw,  ut  omnrg  qtti 
ad  U  venerint  IrUteiy  cum  gamdio  rBcedanL  The  **  Lady  of  Solace  **  of 
the  English  Version  does  not  appear  at  all,  and  the  knight  derives 
n'!  his  infonnation  respecting  the  garden  from  the  Emperor's 
ti.itifrhtor  lierseif.  She  advises  him  to  arm  hnnself  in  steel,  a  picmta 
p'd'n  ti«7tff  ad  rerticem  capitis,  and  to  smear  his  armoor  with  giim. 
Tiie  knight  ludes  tlie  ball  of  thread  during  his  couflict  with  the  lion, 
Imt  after  a  three-daytf*  search  recovers  it,  and  finds  his  way  out  of 
the  garden.  The  incidents  of  the  finit,  the  three  men,  and  the  ditch. 
Ho  not  occur  in  the  Latin  Edd.] 
XXXn.  p.  121,  1.  11.  [''Aglaes.*'  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  she  is 
named  Ronmunda.'^ 

p.  121,  1.  13.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  read — cum  ad  etaiem  denam 
perveniMet,  erat  tarn  abilis  in  currendo,  &c.] 

p.  122, 1.  6.  ["^  he  shulde  wed  hir/*  Ac,  The  printed  Lat  Bild. 
add — totum  regnum  post  efu$  decestum  haberfJ.^ 

p.  122, 1.  9.     [*'  come  thikko  *' ;  printed  Lat  Edd.  quari  infiniti,^ 

p.  122,  1.  11.  "hir";  so  W.  de  Worde,  No.  XVI  •'theyr  hedesL** 
**  A  pore  man  " ;  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd. :  he  is  named  Abibat. 

p.  123,  1.  4.  ^*  damyselL**  Used  here  for  the  plural «  as  is  occasion- 
ally the  case  in  the  MS.  with  a  few  other  words  of  similar  termitiati<tn. 

p.  123,  1.  6.  "  hononrid  ** ;  A. -Lat  omata,  [**  of  iij.  coh>wriH.* 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.— <2Mittrato.] 

p.  123,  1.  8.  ''htdir;  so  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  but  A.-Lat — 
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p.  123, 1.  15.  [«' defied  him  in  hir  herte";  printed  Lat.  Rdd.— in 

p.  124,  I.  3.  "  fer  " ;  A.-Lat. — per  longum  »pacium. 

p.  124,  I.  7.  [**  lewde  wrecclie,"  &c. ;  printed  Lat.  Edd. — misery 
mmqnam  fiUa  patrU  mei  cum  tali  ribaldo  debet  copulari.] 

p.  124,  1.  14.  **  bote  hit/*  Ac.  A.-Lat.  and  printed  Lat.  Edd.  add 
tn  ires  partes  fregii,  with  which  Addit  9066  agrees. 

p.  126,  1.  1.  "heminys";  A.-Lat — -Jimbriai  suae, 

p.  126,  1.  19.  In  illustration  of  tiie  purse  here  described,  see 
I>once*a  paper  in  the  Arehceologia,  XVIL  p.  116. 

This  is  evidently  the  classical  fiction  of  Atalanta  and  Hipporaanes 

in  another  shape.     It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that  in  several  MSS.  of 

the  A.-Lat.  Oeeta  there  is  a  second  story  of  the  sarae  kind  prefixed, 

•  more  immediately  derived  from  classical  authors,  in  which  the  name 

of  Atalanta  is  preserved.     This  additional  chapter  is  the  tirut  in  the 

aeries  of  the  43  in  MS.  Harl.  5369,  which  serves  as  the  original  text 

'  to  the  translation  printed  by  W.  de  Worde,  and  it  stands  in  the  same 

order  in  every  subsequent  edition  down  to  the  year  1703.    The  story 

is  quoted  from  Ovid,  Metam,  yill.y  in   the  Moralitates  of  Robert 

Holoot,  who  died  in  1349.     MS.  Reg.  6,  E.  IIL  leaf  224b.    See  p.  429. 

EZXni.  p.  128, 1.  9.    [**  iij.  yeer.**  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — eepiem  annoe, 

but  in  the  Moralite,  xij,  atmo8,'\ 

p.  128, 1. 15.  ["  litii,  in  syght  of  the  o^re."  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 
parum  aut  nichil,] 

p.  128, 1. 18.  [Text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with  the  Latin 
text,  which  reads-— ^per^tf  de  no€te.'\ 

p.  129, 1. 18.  [**  ij.  ellene.**  Printed  Lat.  text — tree  vel  quatuor  ulnae^ 
while  in  the  Moralite  it  is — duae  vel  tre$,'\ 

p.  130,  1.  10.  ["  Frend,  ^at  is  halfe  my  sonle."  This  expression 
occurs  frequently  in  the  printed  Lat.  text,  though  not  in  this  very 
passage.  One  is  almost  led  to  believe  that  the  author  was  acquainted 
with  Horace,  who  uses  it  in  his  Odee,  Bk.  I.  3,  1.  8,  where  he  speaks 
of  his  friend  Virgil  as,  animcs  dimidmm  mem^  and  again  in  Bk.  II. 
17,  5,  he  calls  Maecenas,  mete  partem  anima.  Pythagoras  is  said  to 
have  spoken  of  a  friend  of  his  as  ^'^fjuev  r^c  i/'vx^c**'  Compare 
p.  197,  11.  13,  14.] 

In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  the  first  fnend*a  speech  is  given  to  the 
second,  and  vice  versa. 

This  story  is  likewise  clearly  of  Oriental  origin,  and  a  similar  one 
is  given  from  the  Arabic  by  Cardonne,  Melanges  de  Utt,  Orient^  I.  78. 
Its  immediate  source^  as  narrated  in  the  C^ta,  was  probably  the 
work  of  Petrus  Alphonsus  compiled  in  1106,  and  entitled  Clericaiis 
DiscipUna,  p.  35,  ed.  Schmidt,  4^  Beriin,  1827.  It  was  very  early 
combined  with  the  parable  of  the  three  friends  in  need,  told  in  the 
romance  of  Barlaam  (ap.  Vine.  Bell,  xv.  16),  the  original  Greek  text 
of  which  is  printed  in  tiie  JahrhUeker  dst  LUsr,^  Bd  zxvi.,  p.  34  (see 
Bd.  XX.  AuB.  Blatt.  p.  29).    In  addition  lo  the  copiona  refewnees  and 
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illastritioQa  of  Ihit  utory  in  h%  Qrand,  IIL  8S6^  Mid  8diinidt|  to  the 
notes  to  Ilia  admirable  edition  of  Petrus  Alphonnia,  it  may  be  nodoad 
tliat  it  ia  quoted  or  borrowed  from  Barlaam  io  lf&  HarL  468^  Na  4ft. 
M&  Addit  11,284,  £».  9,  and  in  Bromyaid*a  Summa  PredieamUm^  y. 
AmicUia^  A  zxi.  4  <uid  aipdn  xzi*  7,  where  the  Q€»Sa  aeema  to  hftve 
been  followed.  The  TeniQii  in  the  M&  Addit.  9066^  No.  42,  which 
differs  from  the  A.*Lat.  text,  ia  immediately  taken  from  the  Latia 
text  in  MS.  HarU  219,  leaf  32,  which  ii  to  be  refoned  to  the  romance 
of  Barlaam,  and  not  to  Petma  Alphonaaa.  [Compare  Gh^  238  ia 
Oerterley,  given  in  the  Appendix  to  thia  vdnme;] 
ZZJUV.  p.  132, 1. 19.  «*  Pea.**  Thia  oomotion,  which  ia  requited  by 
the  aense^  is  made  on  the  aothori^  of  the  original  Lat  text. 

p.  133^  1,  9.  *"  to  helde  him  nwyke" ;  A.-Lat«*^  wimm  exeoriag^ 

p.  134^  1. 13.  [''  Bwiche  a  diataooe^**  t.  a.  diaagreenent,  qoarrd ; 
compare  p.  168, 1.  2.] 

p.  136,  I  13.  "  logylithe.**    A^-lM.  jngukmt 

The  Bonroe  irom  which  thia  tale  was  borrowed  baa  not  hitherto 
been  pointed  out,  hot  waa  doabtleas  a  Homily  of  8t  Bernard  [Obiit 
1153].  In  AnmmciaL  Beaks  JforuB,  printed  in  hia  works,  vol.  I. 
col.  980,  folio,  Paria  1719,  whenoe  it  was  transferred  to  a  dramatio 
French  poem  of  the  12th  cent.,  composed  by  one  Ooiilavme,  at  the 
request  of  William,  prior  of  Kenilwortli,  according  to  De  U  Roe^ 
E$$m9  mir  U$  Bardes,  kCf  U.  279^  another  or  different  copy  of  which 
in  MS.  Arand.  292,  leaf  25,  is  sabseqnently  aacribed  by  tlie  Abb4  to 
Stephen  Langton,  Archbishop  of  Canterbary,  ibid.  III.  8.  The  aanie 
subject  is  borrowed  by  Bonaventnre,  in  the  M§ditaiiouu  VUm  ChrtMiif 
tom.  VI.  pt  2,  p.  533,  0pp.  ed.  Mog.  1609  (trsiiskted  into  Englisli 
in  1410,  and  printed  by  Caxton),  and  by  the  anthor  of  the  French 
poem  entitled  Roman  det  Banuum,  or  QuuUau  dmmour^  attributed  by 
some  to  Bishop  Grosteste,  who  died  in  1253.  [An  English  ▼ersiou 
of  Bp.  Robert  Grosteste*s  poem,  called  ''  Tlie  Castel  off  Loue,*'  wss 
edited  for  the  Philological  Society  in  1864  from  the  Vernon  MS.  by 
Pr.  WeymoQth.  *'  It  is  the  same  allegory  as  *  The  Parable  of  a  Ring 
and  his  Fomr  Daaghters,*  introduced  into  tiie  Oar$or  Mundi  (H  K  Teit 
Soc.  ed.  Morris),  pp.  548—560,  U.  9517—9752.  The  author  of  the 
Cursor  Mundi  calls  it  a  '  sample,*  which  he  took  oot  of  St.  Robert's, 
i,  e.  Bp.  Grosteste's,  book*  This  latter  version  ia  very  intereKting.** 
Note  to  P.  Plowman,  E.  E.  Text  Soc,  ed.  Skeat,  G.  text,  Paasus 
XXI.  120,  ei  $eq.  The  whole  allegory  is  plainly  founded  on  a  single 
▼erse  in  Psalma  Ixxt.  10  (Ixxxiy.  11  in  Uie  Vulgate),  vis: — 
MiHricordia  ei  uerUoi  obiUauerufU  ubi  ;  uuiUia  ei  pax  o$culata  #««<,** 
In  Harl.  M&  1703,  leal  82bu,  is  a  poem  of  30  44ioed  ataozas,  by 
Will.  Forrest,  with  the  title :  '*  Misericordia,  et  veritaa  obuiauerunt 
aibi ;  lusticia  et  pax  osculate  aant. 

How  mefey,  truths^  right  peace  ibsy  kysle, 
Here  may  jfo«  imi%  ji  that  |es  lists.*^ 

▲  aanarala  I^in  tranalation  of  thia  niaea  antiinled.  DiiotUaiio 
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inter  Mi$erieordiam^  VerUaUm^  lusHtiam  et  Paeem^  de  reititutione 
hominii  jperdiH,  is  in  MS.  Reg.  6,  £.  III.,  leaf  16b. 
[XZ7.  p.  136, 1.  2.    [*"  Tlieodosios.*'     Printed  Lat.  Edd.— Tiberius.] 

p.  136, 1.  8.  [**  bard  neuer  non  sacbe  afor."  Printed  Lat. — cum 
gaudio  est  refocwatusJ^ 

p.  138, 1.  1.  [^tbe  barpe  of  boly  scriptare,*'  Ac.  Lat.  text — miro 
modo  melodiam^  scilicet  sanetam  oracionem  audit  et  (UUgitJ] 

p.  138^  t.  6.  Psalms  d.  3. 

p.  138,  1.  21.  [**  to  aske  tbe  grace  of  god  a^enst  thes  bissjmges." 
Printed  Lat.  Edd.  add — ei  ut  ita  sit^  semper  in  principio  sermonis  pro 
gracia  divina  rogatur. 

Lydgate,  at  the  commencemeot  of  one  of  bis  poems,  MS.  Harl. 
2255,  leaf  21,  thas  describes  tbe  (bar  sistera : — 

^  Mercy  and  Trouthe  mette  on  an  bib  monnteyn 
Bribt  as  the  KMine  wtt4  bin  beemys  deer, 
Pees  and  lusticia  walkyng  on  the  pleyn, 
And  with  foure  Austryn,  niooiit  goodly  of  tlier  ebesr, 
List  nat  departe  nor  serere  in  no  maneer, 
Of  oon  aocoord  by  vertuoufl  encrees, 
loyned  in  charite,  pryncedses  muost  entaer, 
Mercy  and  Troutbe,  KihtwiMne«$e  and  Pees." 

*'  The  introduction  of  the  four  sistets  no  doubt  formed  a  fkronrite 
interlude  in  tbe  Andent  Mysteries  and  Moralities:  we  find  it,  foi 
example,  in  tbe  Coventry  Mystery  of  Uie  Salutation  and  Conception 
of  Mary ;  and  again,  in  Sharp's  '  Dissertation  on  Pageants,*  p.  28,  wa 
find  a  description  relating  to  the  Morality  of  tbe  *  Castel  of  Persener- 
annce,*  which  eyen  tells  ns  the  colours  of  tbe  actors*  dresses.  The 
four  daughters  all  wore  mantles,  Mercy  being  clothed  in  white^ 
Righteousness  all  in  red^  Truth  in  a  sad'Oulonred  green^  and  Peace  all 
black ;  and  it  was  directed  that  they  sbonld  '  pleye  in  ^  place  al 
to-gedyr  tyl  ^ey  brynga  np  ^  sowls  * ;  i.  s.  the  soni  of  man.**  Rev. 
Profeasor  W.  W.  Skeat,  note  to  P.  Plowman^  C.  text,  XXI.  120.] 
ZZYI.  p.  139, 1.  5.  '*  Solemins.**  Tbe  name  is  given  as  PoUmias  in 
the  A, -Lat.  text,  and  Wynkyn  de  Words. 

p.  139,  1.  9.  ["^a  gret  master,*'  not  mentioned  in  tbe  printed 
Lat.  Edd.] 

p.  139, 1.  12.  [**  to  kepe  him  wele  eke.**  Printed  Lat  Edd.— CbfiM 
vero  tribue  eathems  erat  UgatuSfquia  voids  erudelis  eratf  st  quos  poterat 
apprehendere  oceidii,] 

p.  140, 1.6,  [''Al8o|>at)K>wdowdlawft&raygrehonnda."  Pr.Lat— 
canem  vero  continue  in  cathena  habeas  et  ei  nan  louts  administrss,  sed 
poofusfamem  susHneaty  ui  sie  ^fusermdeliias  alqueferocitas  amdchUstur,] 

p.  140, 1  12.  [*'  youre  wills  sballa  be  fulfillid,"  Ac.  Tbe  remainder 
of  the  story  is  given  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  as  follows : — 

Senescallus  vero  anrnia  adimplere  JideUter  promisit^  Rex  vero  tmram 
sanetam  adOt,  et  ssmrscalhis  ommia  que  pramisit  et  toirnm  preceptum  in 
cvntrarimm  egit.     Nam  eanem  de  melioribms  eibariis  semper  pemit^  wee 
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eum  $icut  debuit  custodivit^puelle  neceBsaria  auhtraxU  et  miUtu  prehenda 
jirivnvit,  inta$itum  quod  dt»per$i  ei  wigabundi  per  mundum  ibani^  puella 
sine  cuBtodia  tic  relicta  ploran$  et  ^ulane  amhtdahai  in  aula  mtia, 
Canis  cum  earn  solam  vidieaetf  tree  catenas  fregit^  cum  qwhus  ligakte 
fait  et  puellam  occidit,  de  cujus  morte  faclus  est  planctus  magnus  in 
civitate.  Rex  vero  cum  audisset  de  morte  fiUe  sue^  commota  sunt 
omnia  viscera  ^us  et  senescallum  ad  se  vocari  feeit^  et  cur  el  qua  de 
causa  filiam  suam  sine  custodia  dimisit  et  milites  sine  prehenda  et 
canem  contra  preceplum  ijus  pavit,  qumsivit.  lUe  vero  obmuiuU,  nee 
aliquid  pro  ejus  excusacione  allegavit,  Bex  vero  tortoribue  precqpit^  nt 
ligatis  pedibus  et  manibus  eum  in  fomacem  ardentem  projicermL  Omnes 
regem  laudabant^  quod  tale  judicium  dediU\ 

p.  141, 1.  16.  ^*  made  bioi  nakid.**  A.-Lat,  cap.  44,  reads— <»fiiiita 
sua  vestimenta  deposuit^  exceptis  braccis  et  camisuu 

p.  145,  I.  2.  [Evidently  a  line  has  dropped  out  here  in  the  Harl. 
MS.  73H3 ;  compare  the  TeraioD  in  Addit  Ma  9066,  with  which 
W.  de  Worde,  No.  18,  agrees.] 

p.  146, 1.  7.  ''  that  unto."  The  word  that  is  soperfluous.  A.-Lat. — 
quousque, 

p.  146,  1.  8.  "])e  Apostel."  The  passage  quoted  is  finom  Job 
vii.  15. 

p.  147,  1.  6.     [Lnke  xv.  7. 

Compare   with    this  tale   chapters  182   aad   212   in   Oesterley, 
epitomised  iu  the  Appendix  to  this  volnrae.] 
XXZVn.  p.  148,  1.  2.  ['<  Cesar."     Printed  Lat  Edd.— 2Va;afiiM.] 

p.  148, 1. 11.  [In  the  printed  Lat.  Editions  the  boar  at  his  first  Tisit 
tu  the  garden  loses  his  left,  at  the  second  his  right,  ear,  and  at  the 
third  liis  tail.] 

p.  151, 1.  6.  [*'  hetbe  plantid  the  comaunderaentes  of  Ood."  Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — in  quorum  cordibus  dominus  noster  plantat  cotidie  diversa 
genera  arborum^  i.  e.  virtutum,  sicut  sunt  decern  precepta,  septem  opera 
misericordie,  quatuor  virtutes  cardinales  et  tree  theologicas,  &c.] 

p.  151, 1.  8.  ["  the  Bwyne  is  a  synuer.**   Pr.  Lat  text — aperest  homo 
dives  ac  potens  hujus  secuU^  quipocius  sensui  proprio  credit  quam  alterL^ 
XXXVIII.  p.  135, 1. 1.    [^*  Alexaudir  " ;  Pr.  Lat  version  (see  Oesterley, 
Appeudix,  No.  194)  reads,  Gallicus,] 

p.  153,  L  8.  [**  grauntid  to  him."  Pr.  Lat  version  adds — ila  tamen 
quod  nulla  illarum  peticionum  esset  pro  vita  habenda.  Bade  erat  hec 
quare  legem  constituitj  quia  erat  tarn  largus  quod  nullo  modo  volebat 

quad  in  aula  sua  ossa  cujuscunque  viderentur et  quia  ei  latUe 

Titinistraretur  appareretj] 

p.  155,  I.  1.  [*^  Sir."  The  reading  of  the  MS.  has  been  corrected 
from  the  A.-Lat  text,  which  has  domine, 

Neckam  iu  his  work,  De  Naturis  Eerum,  written  at  the  end  of  the 
13th  cent  (edited  for  the  Roils*  Series  by  Mr  T.  Wright),  gives  tlie 
following  version  of  the  tale.  It  will  be  noticed  that  he  states  that 
the  story  rests  on  the  authority  of  a  custom  of  great  antiquity. 
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Capb  zl.,  p.  152. 

P^cien  a  ditpotUiont  oaium  dUpodlorum  m  modum  denUum  kutru- 
menU  ilUus  quo  crine$  di$criminantur  quod  ei  pecten  diciiur,  nomen 
accepiL  Pan  pUcU  UUus  iuperior  nigredine  ve$iitur,  par$  aquis 
vicmior  candore  iniucU.  8ie  et/orHma  geminam  hahetfaciem^  nuhUam 
ei  §erenam.  Dum  vuUum  praUndii  ohmntrum^  latet  faciei  ientui^  quia 
fortuna  qua  advena  cemetur  hUa  tramquUUiaU  feUx  et<,  interiw  irutpecta. 
Fortuna  veto  qum  protpera  eenaeri  $olei,  nmki$  moletiiairum  insidii$ 
resper$a  e$L 

Udtur  auitim  comuetudo  quorundum  oh$enHmtia  hac^  ut  pisci$  diclus 
[^pecten^  the  plaice]  m  diico  repoiiiuM  m  hmrmi  non  vertatur^  ne  nigra 
parte  ottensa,  fieri  videaiur  pitei  ir^ria,  Chnsuetudo  autem  ista 
UmgcBoi  iernporig  audoritate  $e  mumi,  prout  in  relatione  euiffidenda 
cotitinebatur, 

Erat  igitur  ctvif,  cm  fortwue  elementiorie  dui  arrieU  pronperitae^ 
iribus  JtUia  felicieeimue  reputatue.  Duo  ^ue  filii,  Utcro  et  qwutui 
temporaUum  diligentem  operam  adhibeniee^  patrie  auxeruni  diviHan, 
Terliue  arUum  ingenuarum  etudio  nobiU  feliciter  erudihie  diminuere 
parentum  tuorum  faeuUatem  peiiue  ffieut  est  quam  augere,  Indignantca 
duo  filii  emandpari  voluerwU^  euie  famiHie  provieuri.  Sub  umhra 
alarum  parentum  laiuit  echolaris,  de  rebue  ipeorum  suetenUUue,  qui  atl 
inopiam  arctiuimam  vergentee^  latebrae  m  partibue  remotioribui  quctrere 
eompulsi  eunl.  Duo  namque  fiUi  opera  parentihue  prortue  negavere^ 
$ed  tertiue  filiue  ei$  ndmetravil.  Tandem  futitfie  epulie  c^fuedam 
imperatorie  nobiU$$imi  interfiut  eekolarii  eum  utroque  parenie,  Ap- 
poeltue  eet  pecten^  piecie  edlicet  prasnominaius,  $eni  patri  echolarie^  edictl 
eommunie  igna/ro,  JBxierat  enim  edictum  ab  imperatore^  ut  si  quls 
pecthiem  in  mensa  reversaretj  capitdUm  subirei  sententiam.  Insufficientifv 
enim  argui  videreiur  mensa  imperaioris,  si  alba  portio  piscis  dicti 
discumbenUbus  non  sujficereL  EdieU  tamen  rigor  temperaius  fuU 
ct^uadam  legis  adjunctione,  qua  insUtutum  est,  ut  damnandus  tribus 
diebus  imparatotia  nuyestate  gloriaretur,  ei  iria  pracepta  ad  nutum 
ipsius  executUmi  sine  aliquo  obstaculo  mandareniur,  Damnati  igitur 
IHitris  sententiam  in  se  subiit  sponte  filius,  tribus  diebtis  imperaloris 
fungens  dignitate.  Primo  itaque  di^  jumt  dimidiam  partem  thesauri 
imperatoris  dari  pauperibus,  ut  pro  ipso  Dominum  exorarent,  Secundo 
die  prcectpit  sibi  filiam  imperatoris  adduci  ut  ipsa  pro  voto  uteretur, 
Noia  nocte  fovit  puellam  inter  an^lexus  suos^  sed  honorem  virgimtatis 
drfiorare  noluit.  Quod  cum  pcUer  relatione  virginis  didicisset^  acceptum 
hahuity  absolutionem  juvenis  o^ectuose  dtnderaus.  Die  teriio  imperavit 
ilium  suspendiy  qui  patrem  suum  piscem  vertisse  conspexeraL  Infici- 
antibus  singulis^  deliberativum  genus  causes  tractant  magnates^  et 
dejiciente  accusatore  absoloMuium  esse  tarn  senem  quam  juvenem  pro- 
nutitiafum  est,  ExuUat  animus  imperatoris^  et  filiam  libens  et  latus 
nubere  jussit  juveni.  Fit  ovaniis  concursus  popidi,  et  mendici  quibus 
muvifiee  thesaurus  distribuius/umrU  se  exauditos  esse  a  Domino  lataniur, 
Iliic  consuetudu  inolecit,  ut  pisels  dictus  dignitatem  singsdarem  obtimaC^ 
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p.  156, 1. 8  from  bottom.   «<  Poloniiis.*'  HitfL  Ma  406  roadu— 
2^^rmifiM,  [aiid  Lat  Yeinoii  priotad  l^  (^  189. 

p.  167,  L  2d.  <*tliiii  aoeioiie  shalle  stonde."  A.-Ut— «to&t< 
actio  MUk 

p.  157,  L  86.  Tho  A^Lat  tost  oapw  47,  addf  Uie  following 
paragrapb,  Mik9  p&r  mmimi  vokmktitm  ^iw  adimfUmi^  H  poU  hee  « 
fdMmt  •»  OMnikM  maiiwins&il/  [and  Ooataiiej'a  ▼eriioo — DJU  mto 
JideUier  promitU^  imperaicr  veto  eiim  ad  divicioM  et  homore§  proma9iL\ 

p.  158,  L  5i  "^  he  ibulda  kaa."*     A.-LaL-^-debti  viimm  amiUen, 

p.  158,  1.  7.  "as  tavernya,  wroatelyngaa,  hnnljngea.''  Thaae 
worda  are  an  addiiioD  of  the  Engliali  tranaUtor.  [Tba  Lat  venion 
prioted  by  Oeaterley,  leada — atwdiimf,  i.  e.  od  wmmii  tpeeiamia^  et  Ud 
invemt  vanitatcg  et  cum  eo  etat  domina,  uxor  ^'tM,  i.  e.  carHoUe  ecm* 
cupiecmcickj  per  quam  komo  etfiiMM  eedueiiur.  Foet  Ulum  omnie  familia^ 
L  e.  omnee  eeneue  exemU  a  viriuHbue  ta  quihue  fuerumi  ex,  drfeetu 
dieeipUiM^  et  mdue  puer^  L  e.  oiimmi  relim^nher  erne  eueiode,^ 
ZL.  p.  158^  laai  linai  "*  Not  ^wb  }on  woldaak,**  Ao.  lo  A.-Lat.  cap. 
48,  more  correoUy,  Si  miki  dederU  emtum  wuureeu  de  Jloretde^  per  we 
tota  moete  jaeebie*^  [In  the  Lat  Vefaioo  (printed  by  Oeaterley, 
Appendix,  No.  195):— 1000  marcae  Jlormtae.] 

p.  159,  L  12.  ['*  A  Jwtt  ilepteat,  Ac   In  Oerterley'a  Latin  Teraion : 
—  8ed  tu  fueU  iia  mralit,  qwod  eemel  faekm  tumm  ad  me  aaa 
et  idea  de  meuriaUiede  te  cow^rekende,] 

p.  158,  1.  80.   <'I  bave  [node]  of  mooja."    A.-] 

^      p.  160, 1 4.  [''yf  tbowe  kepe  not  ^i  day,*"  Ac  Oomparo  Sbakapere: 

**  If  yon  repay  me  not  on  neh  a  day, 
In  Bttdi  a  plaoe,  raeh  aom  or  mune  we  aie 
Expressed  in  the  oondition,  let  the  forfeit 
Be  nominated  for  an  equal  pound 
Of  your  lair  flesh,  to  be  cut  off  and  taken 
In  what  part  of  your  body  pleueth  me.** 

Merehamt  of  Veniee,  Act  L  So.  iii.  13S.] 

p.  161, 1.  16.  "Thow  lokiat  at  a  wrong  hole."  A.-Lat — mi  vanum 
loquerie. 

p.  162, 1.  32.  ^  It  were  [better]  to  the.**  Text  has  been  corrected 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat  which  reads — meliue  eet, 

p.  162, 1  2  from  bottom.  ["  with  oute  dowte  I  wolle  have  the  lawe.** 

8h^l»  **'Mj  deeds  upon  my  head  t    I  crave  the  law, 

The  penalty  and  forfeit  of  my  hond. 
Portia,  Is  he  not  able  to  diecharge  the  money  f 
Beeean,  Tes,  here  I  trader  it  for  him  in  the  oonrt ; 
Tea,  twice  tlie  sum  ;  if  tliat  will  not  auffies^ 
I  will  be  bound  to  pay  it  ten  times  o^er.** 

Uerekant  rf  Venice,  Act  IV.  8a  i.  202.] 

p.  163, 1. 14.  [''  ^re  waa  no  coueaaunt  made  of  aheding  of  blode." 
8o8bakapafe: — 
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**  Thia  bond  dotii  ifire  thee  here  bo  jot  of  blood ; 
The  words  expreesly  are  '  a  poaod  of  fleeh  ; ' 
Ttke  then  thy  bond,  take  thou  thy  poond  of  fleih ; 
Bat,  in  the  catting  it,  if  thoa  doet  shed 
One  drop  of  Christian  blood,  thy  lands  and  goods 
Are,  by  the  laws  of  Yenioe^  oonfisoate 

Unto  ihe  state  of  Venice 

Skfloek,  I  take  this  offer,  then  ;  pay  the  bond  tfariee 
And  let  the  Christfan  goi 
£auamU,  Here  is  the  wumiej. 

P»nia.  BoftI 

The  Jew  shall  have  all  jastkse ;  soft  I  no  basis : 
He  shall  have  nothing  bat  the  penalty.     .     •    •    •    • 
Therefore  prepare  thee  to  oat  off  the  flesh : 
Bhed  thoa  no  blood,  nor  oat  thoa  less  nor  mors 
Bat  jast  a  poand  of  flesh,"  ko, 

Merekmmi  #/  Viwiet,  Act  IV.  So.  L  8Q9L] 

p.  164,  1.  16.  [^'Bot  as  longe]  as.*'  A.-L11I.— ^mI  quawdiu 
Jacei,  &c. 

This  story  has  been  printed  by  Doooe  in  his  IllostnitioDS  of 
Sbakspere,  I.  281,  firom  the  Harl.  MB.  7338. 

It  has  been  close? jt  imitated  by  Ser  Gioranoi  in  the  Peeorooe,  IV. 
nov.  1,  to  a  translation  of  which  Sbakspere  waa  probably  Indebted 
far  the  incident  of  the  h<md  In  his  **  Merchant  of  Venice,*'  since  it  is 
not  probable  he  had  read  the  English  yersion  of  the  Quia  m  MS., 
and  this  story  is  not  included  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  or 
those  which  followed  in  Sbakspere*s  time.  It  is  probably  of  OrieDtal 
oriipn,  since  similar  tales  have  been  pointed  out  In  Oladwin'a  Persian 
Moonshee,  No.  13,  and  elsewhere.  For  more  copious  remarks  on 
this  popular  story,  and  references  to  numerous  imitations,  see  the 
Notes  of  the  Gommentators  6n  Shakspere*s  ^Merchant  of  Venice,** 
Vol  VII.  Ed.  1813.  Donee's  '•  Illustratiooa,**  Vol.  I.  pp.  273—280, 
291,  Danlop's  "History  of  Fiction,"  Vol.  II.  pp.  373 — 376,  [and 
especially  a  paper  reed  by  Miss  Tonlmin-Smith  before  the  New 
Sbakspere  Society,  and  published  in  their  Tran9meH(m$  for  187My 
p.  181,  on  ^'Tbe  Bond  Story  In  the  Merehani  of  Venice^  and  a 
version  of  it  in  the  Cursor  MmuK* 

A  Latin  Tersion  of  the  story  is  given  in  the  late  Mr  T.  Wrigbt*a 
Selection  of  Latin  Stories^  edited  fur  the  Percy  Society,  pp.  114 — 121. 
It  is  there  called,  De  milUe  eotwentionem  facients  ewm  mereaiore. 
There  is  also  a  ballad  on  "  Cremntus,  the  Jew  of  Venice,*'  mentioned 
by  Dunlop,  and  printed  entire  in  the  Clarendon  Press  Series  Ed.  of 
the  "  Merchsnt  of  Venice,"  from  the  original  in  the  Pepysian  Library, 
^^agdalen  College,  Cambridge.  The  full  title  is  ^'A  New  Song, 
showing  the  cruel  tie  of  Oemntns  a  Jewe,  who  lending  to  a  Marchant 
a  hundred  crownee,  would  liano  a  pound  of  his  flesh,  because  be 
could  not  pay  him  at  the  day  appoynted.  To  the  time  of  Blacke 
and  Tollow."  It  Is  contained  In  Pepys'  Collection  of  Ballads^  Vol.  I. 
pp.  144 — 5,  and  is  in  two  paiti^  and  eomrists  altogether  of  41  staiiiaa 
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of  4  Hnet  each.  It  hat  also  b«60  reprioted  bjr  Mr  Haslitt  in  hit 
Shakspere's  Libraiy,  Pt  L  toL  L,  to^^eUier  with  the  ''  Adveatares  of 
Giaunetta**  (Peoorone),  the  Otiia  Story,  and  the  Ballad  of  *'The 
Northeni  Lord,**  which  containa  the  stoiy  of  the  Bond. 

See  also  *<  Legends  of  the  Holy  Rood,**  E.  B.  T.  Soc.,  Ed.  Morris, 
p.  110.  I  6nd  the  following  in  Charles  Entglit*s  Studies  ^ 
Shakspearey  p.  2d2 : — 

"There  is  a  remarkable  story  told  by  Gregorio  Leti,  in  his  Life  <^ 
Pope  Sixiue  the  F^thj  in  which  the  debtor  and  creditor  of  Tk§ 
Merchant  of  Venice  change  places.  The  debtor  is  the  Jew, — ^the 
revengeful  creditor,  the  Christian ;  and  this  incident  is  said  to  have 
happened  at  Rome  in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  I7«m,  no  damhtf 
was  a  pure  fictUm  of  LsHp  whose  narratives  are  by  no  means  to  be 
received  as  aathorities.**] 
ZLL  p.  166, 1.  12.  [«"  on  ye  of  mya  hede,**  Ac.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.  text 
^-dextrum  oculum  nmwn  smaHs  st  sinistrwn  oculum  fiUi  meL\ 

p.  166,  1.  23.  ["  oonsciens.**    Lat  l&iX—nuUer  eccksia^ 

p.  166, 1.  3  from  bottom.  "  that  God  may  seye/'  lea  The  M& 
is  evidently  here  oormpt,  and  the  text  has  been  amended  from  the 
A. -Lat  which  reads — %U  Dens  potent  dicsts^  J^aU  ego  pro  te,  Ac 

In  the  Latin  printed  Edd.  this  story  is  expresaly  quoted  from 
Valerius  (Maximus),  but  strangely  altered.  [The  tale  is  told  of 
Zaleucus,  the  lawgiver  of  the  Loorians,  whose  name  is  corrupted  into 
Zelongus,  and  who  is  called  Emperor.  The  passage  in  Valerius 
occurs  in  Lib.  VL  cap.  5,  Ex.  3,  and  is  as  follows : — **  Zaleucus^  orbs 
Locrensium  a  se  saluberrimis  atque  ntiliBsimis  legibus  mnnita  cum 
iilius  ejus  adulterii  crimine  damnatns^  secundum  jus  ah  ipso  oonsti- 
tutum,  utroqne  oculo  carere  deberet,  ao  tota  civitas  in  honorem  patris 
poBUfB  uecessitatem  adolescentulo  remitteret,  aliquamdiu  repuguavit. 
Ad  ultimum  precibns  populi  evictus,  suo  prius,  deinde  filii  oculo  emto, 
U8um  videndi  utrique  reliquit.  Ita  debitum  suppltcii  modum  legi 
reddidit,  nquitatis  admirabili  temperamento,  se  inter  niiserieordem 
patrem  et  justum  legislatorcm  partitus."]  It  is  thence  quoted  by 
Bromyard  v.  Lex^  Lib.  Ill  3,  and  is  also  inserted  by  Occleve  in  his 
poem,  De  Regimine  Principum,  MS.  Reg.  17,  D.  vi.  IC  50. 
ZLH.  p.  167.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing extract,  differ  considerably  in  the  beginning  of  this  tale  from  the 
English  version : — 

Erat  quidam  rex  nobiUssimus  sapiens  atque  dices  ^  qui  uxorcm 
habuit  predilectam,  qtte  debits  dilecUonis  immemor  tres  JUios  juxta  regem 
genuitf  qui  semper  erant  regis  rebelles  et  in  nulh  ei  siiuUts,  DriftfU 
de  regis  semine  quartumfiUum  concepit  etpeperit  ac  nuirivit,  Accid'A 
auleniy  ut  finito  dierum  suorum  circulo  rex  mortrttur  corpusque  suum 
regali  sarcophago  danderetur.  Post  cufus  mortem  quatuorjilii  supradicti 
jjro  domimo  regni  inceptrunt  contendere,  Tandtm  inter  se  coHcofdahaat^ 
ut  ad  quendam  miletem  vetersm  reyis  mortui  quondam  secrctaiium 
spedaiem  aeadsrjut  el  in  Jutlicio  suo  simpliciter  se  ponerenif  et  eic 
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factum  uL  Mile$  €nUem  dixU,  ^.  The  first  son  sends  his  arrow 
into  the  Emperor^s  right  band,  the  second  into  his  face,  while  the 
third  pierces  his  heart  The  fourth  son  thus  takes  the  place  of  the 
third  in  the  English  version.] 

p.  168, 1. 2.  **  made  distannce.*  A.-Lat  cantendebanL  The  English 
phrase  is  borrowed  from  the  French.     [Compare  p.  134,  1.  13.] 

p.  168, 1.  13.  ["  he  firste  : "  read,  **  the  firste."] 

The  story  is  probably  of  Eastern  derivation.  In  the  Oonte$ 
TariartM  of  Gueulette,  III.  157,  Utrecht  1737,  there  is  a  similar  one. 
See  also  the  French  fabliau  of  LejugemaU  deSalamony  in  Barbasan, 
III.  440,  and  Le  Grand,  II.  429.  It  is  to  be  (bund  also  in  Brom- 
yard's Swnma  Prediccmtium  v.  FiUaHo,  F.  V.  17,  in  Herolt's  Promp- 
iuarium  Exempiarum,  lit  B.  Ex.  ix ;  in  FeIton*s  SermcneSf  MS.  Harl. 
4,  If.  256,  and  in  many  other  places.  See  Douce*s  remarks,  II.  387. 
[In  the  A.-Lat  MSa  Harl.  2270,  5259,  cap.  1,  and  5369,  cap.  2,  is  a 
similar  tale,  which  is  transferred  to  W.  de  Worde's  edition,  No.  2. 
See  p.  430. 

In  Notes  and  Queries,  5tb  Ser.  VIII.  281,  a  version  of  this  tale 
is  quoted  by  Dr.  Sparrow  Simpson,  from  a  collection  of  MS.  Sermons 
written  about  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  at  p. 
356  of  the  same  volume,  the  following  version  is  given  by  the  Rev. 
£.  Marshall : 

**  In  Zuinger's  Theatrum  VUm  Humana,  lib.  iv,  vol  vii.  p.  1910, 
Basil,  1586,  there  is  this— 

'  Satyrus,  Eumelns  et  Prytanis,  Parysadie  Bosphori  Cimmerii  regis 
filii  (borum  enim  nomina  sequent!  sen  historife,  sen  fabulsB,  quidam 
vriuti  larvas  induxere),  de  regno  contendebant,  quod  sibi  virtute  et 
pactris  defunct!  benevolentia  deberi  pro  se  quisque  asserebat  Ario- 
phamis  Thracum  regis  consilio  uti  patris  cadaver  e  sepulchre  eruant, 
arbor!  alligant,  arcn  contendunt,  ut  qui  parentis  oor  sagitta  trans- 
fixisset  verus  regni  bnres  prtsdicaretur.  Major  raediusque  natu 
directis  arcubus,  ille  quidem  guttnr,  hie  vero  pectns  medium,  illasso 
adhno  oorde  transfigit  Natu  minimus  Eumelus,  etsi  spes  adhuo 
scopnm  attingendi  supereeset,  crudelitatem  et  iniptetatem  tantam 
detestatus,  regno  se  patribus  cedere  malle  dixit,  quam  in  patris  cadaver 
impie  ssBvire.  Hoc  audito  rex  ille  barbarus  dignum  esse  prsBdicavit, 
qui  solus  patri  in  regno  sucoederet :  cum  et  virtute  et  patema 
benevolentia  casteris  duobus  se  snperiorem  esse  hoc  ipso  manifestavit 
Qnin  etiam  fratribus  duobus  hoc  judicium  reprehendentibus  Enmelum 
armis  suis  eo  usque  juvit,  quoad  Satyro  et  Prytani  interemptts  regno 
potitus  est.  Ne  exemplum  hoo  hlivworov  esset,  nomintbus  ex 
Diodoro  mutuatis  cobonestavimus,  qui  de  horum  fratrum  bellis  lib. 
XX.  fuse  tractat' 

This  is  inserted  in  Beyerl!nck*s  Magnum  Theatrum  Vita  Humama^ 
torn.  iv.  p.  407,  A.  Lugd.  1665. 

Gomelins  k  Lapide,  in  hia  Oommentary  on  3  Kings,  iit  25,  makes 
nse  of  the  story  in  aa  abridged  version,  and  subjoins  tliis  remaii: : 
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'8ed  Diodom  pmtor  nomiiia  Ariophamii  ti  filionm  nfii 
Cimfnerioram  nil  tele  babet ;  qn«re  mihi  id  ipMun  de  fids  hktoriot 
siupeotam  et  my thicum  vidatar.* " 

This  story  is  also  the  aabjvct  of  a  ballad,  probably  pablished  alMHit 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  oenCnryy  under  tbe.  title  of  ^'A 
Pleasant  History  of  a  Qentlemao  in  Thracia,  wbloh  had  fonr  aonaes, 
and  three  of  them  none  of  his  own :  shewing  how  uiraoiiloualy  the 
true  heire  came  to  eiyoy  his  inheritanoe.** 

This  broadside  was  reprialed  io  1847  In  Mr.  PayM  Gollier*a  Book 
(^  Hoaburgho  BaUadok 

The  story  ia  alw)  found  in  the  **  History  of  Friar  Baoon,**  in  Tboa's 
Earlif  EngHih  Prooe  Mlowumtm^  L  819,  and  in  the  Ihlmmd  BtAa 
Batra,  fol.  68,  translated  in  Q.  Levi*a  FaraboU,  LoggemU  o  Feuitri^ 
Firense,  1861,  p.  264,  from  the  Talmodic  book  of  the  first  five  ages. 
In  the  Talmud  the  sons  do  not  shoot  at  tbe  corpse  of  their  fiitber,  but 
strike  his  grave. 

Alexander  Neckam  gives  the  following  version  of  the  tela  in  bii 
book  Do  NaiMrio  Rorvm  : 

Cq>.  dxxvi.  p.  818. 

De  adoleseente  qui  nobilitate  anim!  nobilitatem  generis 

declaravit 

Erat  igitnr  miles  strennns,  rebus  abundans,  matori  peotoris^ 
nobilitate  aniini,  genus  geminaua.  Qui  cum  in  multia  f eltoea  baberst 
ad  vote  sncoesaus,  uzorem  dnxit  nobilem  genere  sed  mortbns 
ignobilem.  Pretolit  enim  adulterinoe  araplexus  arnplexibus  mariti, 
et  remissions  vitsB  turpi  bus  illecebris  corpus  expoauit.  Advertit 
autem  miles  quod  uxor  ^us,  euluto  pmlicitia  freeno,  per  oampoe 
licentiao  discurreret  impudenter.  Sed  reiu  diseiinulans  altum  cou- 
cepit  mente  dolorera.  Detentus  igitur  lecto  doloris,  accersiri  iecit  ad 
se  comitem  illostretn,  dominnm  fundi,  coi  laorimoeis  qiisestibus  et 
petitione  affectnosa  supplicavit,  ut  fiiium  suum  oonstitueret  haeredem. 
Mirari  caepit  tacitus  comes  quo  senno  mi.itis  tenderet,  eo  quod  duos 
milites  exercitiitos  in  re  militari  filios  haberet  miles  pro  communi 
assertione,  et  adoleecentem  strenuiim  nondum  cingulo  militari 
donatum.  Claudente  igitur  milite  diem  supremum,  cadaver  emor- 
tnum  erigi  jussit  comes,  exploraturum  se  asserens  quia  trium  patema 
dignus  eseet  htereditate ;  adjecit  etiaiii  ilium  tonquam  hieredem  patri 
siiccessumm  qui  in  cadavers  ibidem  suspenso  validissimum  ictnin 
prsberet  Milites  duo  praecepto  comitis  obtemperantes,  vibrantea 
hastes,  corpus  emortuum  vulneraverunt,  ictibus  robustissimis  ipeum 
perforantes  atrocissime.  Adolesceus  autem  lanceam  quaiu  mana 
tetiuit  abjecit,  oborto  imbre  lacrimamm,  protestans  se  taiitum  fiMnnua 
noQ  aggressurum ;  sed  et  domino  sno  et  piitribus  comminans  audacter, 
indiguanter  receesit.  Qui  vix  tandem  revooatus  hasreditatem  pater- 
nam  conseoutus  est] 
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}L(IIT.  p,  170.  [Tbit  story  begips  rather  differently  iq  the  printed  liSt 
KU<).y  reminding  ne  of  the  opening  of  Cheucer't  Cterke'B  Tale :  the 
Eiiiporor  is  said — diu  tine  uxare  vixiue.  Tandem  amid  venerunt  ad 
eum  e(  dixerunt :  Domine,  bonum  e$t  uxorem  ducere  et  proh^m  generare^ 
quia  non  e$t  bonum  sine  uanre  etare.  The  Emperor  demart|  says  that 
lie  has  plenty  of  money  and  everything  else  that  he  wants,  and  is  in 
fact  very  well  aa  he  is,  but  still  if  they  will  find  him  a  handsome 
and  clever  virgin  he  will  have  no  objection  to  complying  with  their 
wishes ;  8ach  ao  ope  is  foundt  ^^4  ^®  Emperor  wishing  ^ue  tapientiam 
experiri^  sends  her  the  piecfs  of  cloth,] 

p.  171, 1.  9,  "  pert'*     A.-Lat  cap.  51,  fubtiUe. 

p.  171,  1.  11.  ["^  iij*  ynchis.**     Lat  texts — tree  pollicee^ 

p.  171, 1,  20.  ['*  neaertheles  I  vndirtake  to  make^  **  &c.  Printed  Lat 
Edd. — verumptamen  micfU  vae  caneedai,  in  quo  operari  poterOf  ei 
camieiam  §ati$  longam  ei  prwniUo!^ 

p.  171,  1.  24.  [**  honest**     Printed  Lat'  text — preciosum.'] 

p.  172,  1.  5.  [^  power  of  the  fadir,**  &c     See  note  to  p.  93,  1.  1.] 

p.  172, 1.  18.  [The  printed  Lat.  Edd.  end  thus — Hee  videns  pater 
celeetie  tarn  reginam  in  celo  eoronami,  ubi  pro  nobis  interpellai  (suum 
fiUum),  it  filius  patrem^  Juxta  verbum  beaii  Bemardi :  0  Komo^ 
§ecurum  accessum  habes  ad  deum,  Ac] 
ZU7-  P*  172,  1.  2  from  bottom,  [The  text  has  been  amended  in 
accordance  with  th^  A.-Lat  text,  cap,  02,  whioh  reads — oculis 
kominum.] 

p.  173, 1.  22.  Here  Is  evidently  some  oomiption.  The  A. -Lat 
in  Harl.  2270  has  it — vegetars  eum  pUmtts^  sentire  cum  animaUbus; 
tknd  Harl.  5259 — erescers  eum  arbarums^  sentire  eum  animalibus,  Ac. 
Compare  p.  363, 1.  18. 

p.  173,  J.  28.  **  that  alle  men  In  the  worlde,**  Ao.  A.-Lat, — in  tantum 
quod  omnes  demones  non  possent/acere  hominmn  peccore  si  sola  voluntas 
resisteret, 

[In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  (cap.  75),  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
English  Version  by  the  first  and  third  daughters  for  not  marrying  a 
second  time  are  given  to  tlie  third,  those  of  the  second  to  the  first, 
while  the  second  in  the  Latin  Version  assigns  as  her  reason — « 
rirum  alium  aociperem^  ree^perem  eum  aui  propter  dioicias  aut  fortitU' 
iHnem  aut  pulehritudinem  ;  non  propter  divicias^  quia  habundo;  non 
jfTopter  fortiiudinem^  qvia  amicos  kabeo  qui  ms  drfendent ;  non 
propter  pulehritudinem^  quia  miehi  videbatur  quod  vir  meus  omnium 
erat  pi^hrior  m  universe  mundo  ;  quare  coneludo^  quod  nulh  modo 
virum  alium  acdpere  volo.  Chapter  78  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  is  of 
a  similar  character,  but  differs  in  details,  Uiere  being  only  one 
widow.] 
XhY.  p,  174,  1.  13.  ["  Eppridide.**  MS.  corrected  in  accordance  with 
the  A.-Lat  cap.  53^  which  reads — ne  nimis  swterbiret,^ 

p.  174,  I  2  from  bottom.  [**  Amasius.**  The  translator  has  here 
iniiitaken  the  Latin  term  amasius  (a  lover,  gallant)  for  a  proper  name. 
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A  similar  mitUke  ocean  in  the  next  tale,  p.  182,  L  28,  where  die 
Addit  and  Camhridge  M8S.  give  the  name  of  the  woman  aa  *'  Amaaie.* 
Lat  amcMui.] 

p.  175, 1  a  ["  My  felowe  for  his  aothe  sawe,**  Ac  *  Printed  Lat 
Edd. — Sbeitu  meu$  mortmu  ut  pro  veriiaU  et  ego  parahu  turn  mori 
pro  ^fu  verUate^l 

p.  175, 1.  16.  "  wille.**  The  rhythm  here  evidently  reqnirea  that 
we  shoald  read  ikowie.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  the  three 
R|>eechos  attriboted  to  the  oocks  occur  in  the  A.-Lat  M88.,  a  oon- 
viiicing  proof^  were  any  each  required,  of  that  text  having  been 
compiled  by  a  native  of  England.  In  tlie  third  instance,  MS.  Had. 
2270,  reads.  See  and  here^  and  kolde  the  etylU^  than  myti  thou  l^veamd 
hdue  thy  wylUf  [with  which,  it  will  be  seen,  the  Engush  version  in 
Bf  S.  Addit  9066  agrees,  with  a  slight  variation.  Printed  Lat  Edd. — 
Avdi^  vide,  face,  $i  vis  vivere  in  |Niee.l 

p.  176,  1.  5.  ["  iiij.  worsliipis.**  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  30, 
triplex  honor,  the  third  and  fourth  being  treated  as  one.] 

p.  176, 1. 18.  ["iiij  hevineesis.**  Printed  Lat  Edd. — tripUcem  moUet^ 
iam  opart^bat  uStrn  euetmere.  Prima  et<,  quod  cum  eo  ponebatur  in  auru 
quidam  eervilie  condieiomi,  ut  daretur  ape$  cuiiihet  quantumcunque 
vUie  eondieionie  pervenire  ad  talem  honorem  ei  probitae  merereiur, 
Secunda  moleetia  erat,  quod  i$te  eervui  turn  oolapikiaahat,  ne  nmi$ 
euperbiret,  et  dicebat :  Noeee  te  ipeum  et  noU  mtperbire  de  tamto  honare  ! 
Betpiee  poei  te  et  hominem  te  e$ee  memento  I  Terda  moUetia  erat 
quod  iUa  die  licebat  euiUbet  dicere  in  pereonam  triumpkanHe  quiequid 
vellet,  eeiUcet  omnia  obprobria  vietorL] 

p.  177,  I.  12.  *<the  Philosophir.'^    Aristotle  is,  apparently,  the 
authority  thus  referred  to.     That  hell  was  in  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
was  a  part  of  the  old  mundane  system  iu  the  middle  agea. 
[So  Hampole,  Pricke  of  Oonecience,  6441 — 6450 : 

**  Som  clerkes  says,  alt  |>e  buk  )>ers  witneii 
^  helle  even  in  myddes  |>e  erthe  es : 
For  alle  erthe  by  nkille  may  likend  be 
Til  a  roonde  appel  of  a  tre 
^t  even  in  myddes  has  a  colke, 
And  swa  it  may  be  tille  an  etsge  yholka ; 
For  als  a  dalk  es  even  Imydward 
|w  yholke  of  pe  egge  when  it  es  hard, 
Ryght  swa  es  helle  piite,  als  olerkes  tdles, 
Ymyddes  |>e  erthe  and  nowewhar  elles.** 

See  also  the  Myrroure  of  Our  Ladye,  E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Blunt,  p.  806^  L 
9,  and  the  editor's  note  at  p.  857.] 

p.  178, 1.  8.  ''  and  the  more  harme  is.**  A.-Lat — ve  taUbue  m  dU 
judicH  I 

Two  stories  of  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  viz.  Capp.  30  and  68,  are  here 
blended  into  one.  The  first  contains  the  tale  of  the  four  [three] 
honours  and  four  [three]  disgraces,  while  the  second  has  the  stoiy  ol 
the  cocks. 
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ZLTI.  p.  182,  ].  6.  ["  felicia."     See  note  on  p.  174, 1.  2  from  bottom.] 

p.  184,  I.  1.  ''  to  raake  [grete  sorow].*'  A.-Lat — dolorem  ostendere, 

p.  188,  L  3.  ["  shirte.''  A.-Lat  and  printed  Lat  £dd. — premium. 
Compare  MS.  Addit  ''akirthe,'*  and  p.  334,  11  3,  6,  and  sea 
Glossary.] 

p.  188, 1.  15.  "a  certeyne  [pathe].^     A.-Lat — per  ^[uandam  mam. 

p.  190,  1.  15.  "  alle  in  a  morow  reysld  ^ore.**  A.-Lat — ei  omne$ 
hora  ve$pertma  applicuerunt^  with  which  MS.  Addit.  agrees. 

p.  191,  L  5.  [There  is  an  omission  here  which  creates  some 
obscurity,  bnt  is  cleared  np  by  the  reading  of  MS.  Addit.  which 
agrees  with  the  A.-Lat.  text — propi€r  Umpori$  diutMmilaiem, 
Amasia  vero  eju$  credebant  eum  a  be$tii9  devaratum,'\ 

p.  193,  1.  1.  Compare  the  passage  in  the  Addit  MS.  which  follows 
the  A.-Lat.  text. 

p.  193, 1.  2.  "  liken  esse.*     Perhaps  we  shoald  read  '*  sikenesse." 

p.  193,  1.  11.  "aungels.**  A.-Lat — angeli  mali  ceciderunt^  ftrmiter 
alU  Deo  adheeeruni,     Ei  euiU  eanfirmati^  quod  peccare  non  jpoeeeni. 

p.  193,  1.  18.  **  with-oute  eny  twartynge.**  A.-Lat — eine  obUqui- 
tote, 

p.  194, 1.  17.  A  few  words  after  ^'  translatide,**  are  omitted  in  the 
MS.,  which  are  however  supplied  by  the  Addit  MS.  and  the  A.-Lat 
text 

This  story  has  been  borrowed  by  Occleve,  who  has  framed  a  poem 
on  it  [MS.  Reg.  17  D.  yL  1.  136  (.]  (accompanied  by  a  prose  moral- 
isation)  which,  with  some  omissions,  was  published  by  William 
Browne  in  his  **  Shepheard*s  Pipe,**  1614.  It  is  probable  the  fiction 
come  originally  from  the  East,  as  traces  of  resemblance  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Arabian  Nights.  It  also  presents  perhaps  one  of  the 
oldest  forms  of  the  popular  story  of  Fortunatus,  respecting  which  see 
Douce,  lUuetrationBy  IL  391 ;  Grimm's  •Haue-Mdrchen^  IL  172,  and 
III.  209,  213,  and  Gorres,  Teuteehm  Volkebueher,  pp.  71—82. 
XLVIL  p.  197, 1.  14.  ["  halfe  my  soule."     See  note  to  p.  130, 1.  10.] 

p.  198,  1.  11.  ''  [This  is]  he,"  &o.  A.-Lat  cap.  bb.—Hec  est  more 
et  vita  mea, 

p.  204, 1.  4.  ['*  shapin  and  formid  in  the  felde  of  Damaske.**  It 
was  generally  believed  that  the  scene  of  the  creation  was  in  a  field 
whereupon  afterwards  was  built  the  city  of  Damascus.  Thus  Peter 
Comestor,  HUtoria  ScholaetkOy  ed.  1526,  foL  vii.  says — QuaH 
quereret  aliquU^  Bemaneit  homo  in  loco  vbi  /aetiu  est,  in  agro  scilicet 
damaseenof  Non,  Vbi  ergo  translatus  est  f  Inparadisum,  Lydgata, 
Fall  of  Princes  (fol.  il  5),  ha»— 

<<  Of  dyme  of  the  erthe,  In  damaseene  the/eMs 
God  made  theym  aboue  eche  creature.** 

So  also  Chaucer,  Monhes  Tale,  3197 — 

**  Lo  Adam,  in  ihe  felde  ef  Damaseene 
With  goddes  owen  finger  wrought  was  be.** 

See  also  Manndaville's  Travels^  ohapt  zv.] 


\ 
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^       p.  204, 1.  9.    The  MS.  which  is  here  cormpt  is  corrected  bj  the 
Addit  MS.  90G6,  which  agrees  with  the  reading  of  tlie  A.-Lat.  text 

In  the  Latin  printed  Edd.  this  tale  is  avowedly  taken  from  Petnia 
Alphonsus,  to  whom  also  the  French  fablieun  are  indebted,  and,  at  a 
later  period,  Boccaccio,  whose  well-known  narrative  of  Tito  and 
Gisippo,  Decameron^  x.  8,  became  so  popular  thronghoat  Europe.  To 
the  A.-Lat.  GeMta^  in  all  probability,  Lydgate  was  indebted  for  his 
version  of  the  story,  entitled  Fahula  duarum  mereaiorum^  de  et  mtper 
Crettii  Romanorumy  MS.  Harl.  2251,  If.  56.  Compare  the  Eastern 
stories  in  Cardonne's  Milanget  de  liUerai,  Oritnk  L  1  (Valerius 
Mazimus,  lib.  iv.  cap.  7),  and  Scott*s  Take  from  the  Penkan,  &c^  p. 
253,  ed.  1800  :  and  for  numerous  references  to  later  imitators,  consult 
Le  Grand,  IIL  230  ;  Warton  [ed.  Hazlitt,  L  285 ;  Dunlop,  II.  345,  Ac. , 
and  Cent  NouvellcM  NouveUa,  V.  nouv.  28]. 
ZLTin.  p.  206, 1.  1.  [**  Dolfinus.**  Printed  Lat  Edd.— Gbimicftw.  In 
this  version  the  forester  becomes  an  earl — Leopoldtu  nomiue  qui, 
tram  regii  metuem,  cum  uxore  iua  in  $ilvam  Jugiem,  in  quodam  ire- 
ffurio  latetabettJ] 

p.  206, 1.  14.  Tlie  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  42,  has  here  an 
explanatory  passage  not  in  the  A.-Lat.  text. — '^  In  that  tyme  as  it 
befelle,  the  fosters  wyfe  was  traueylynge  of  chylde  in  another  chambre 
by,  and  was  delyuered  that  same  nyght  of  a  fayre  son.* 

p.  207, 1.  12.  ["  a  childe  is  borne,**  &c.  Printed  Lat  EddL— A^c 
puer  primogenUua  gener  tuui  m<.] 

p.  207,  1.  13.  [**  whenne  ^  Emperour,"  kc  to  "  take  the  ohilde  to 
hem  **  (p.  208, 1  16).     Omitted  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.] 

p.  207,  1.  17.  '<  Gode  save  it.**  Instead  of  this  blessing  the  A.- 
Lat.  cap.  56,  has — At  ille,  ^  Eciam,  domine,  uxor  mea  peperiC  Ait 
imperator^  ^Oetende  mihipuerum.^  Et  ita  factum  est;  with  which  the 
Addit  MS.  and  W.  de  Worde*s  edition  agree. 

p.  210, 1.  4.  ["  a  yonge  pigge.**    Printed  Lat  Edd. — Uporem.'\ 

p.  211, 1.  10.  "  xiiij."    A.-Lat— /rwtfocii/i.     W.  de  Worde,  "  xv." 

p.  212,  1.  9.  A  passage  is  here  missing,  as  shown  by  the  A.-Lat 
text,  which  is  supplied  by  the  version  in  MS.  Addit  9066,  and  W. 
de  Worde's  ed. 

p.  213,  1.  9.  ]^  the  castelle  of  a  knyjt.**  Printed  Lat  Edd.— ui 
quondam  eccleeiam.^ 

p.  214,  1.  17.  [''  weddid  the  damsell.**  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  we 
are  told — nupcie  Aquiegrani  celebrate  suni.^ 

p.  218, 1.  5.  "  The  first  voyse  shalle  be  in  the  day  of  dome.**  This 
passage  stands  thus  in  MS.  Harl.  5259,  and  MS.  HarL  2270  pr.  m.  ; 
but  in  the  latter  a  second  hand  has  inserted  igme.  The  true  reading 
is  preserved  in  MS.  Harl.  5369 — Prima  vox  contra  peccatorem  in  d  e 
judicii  est  ccelum^  which  is  followed  by  MS.  Addit  9066.  In  W.  de 
\Vorde*s  edition  the  whole  of  the  Morality  from  this  paragraph  is 
omitted. 

p.  218, 1.  9.  There  is  hare  aa  additional  lentenoo  in  iba  A.-Lat 
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text : — AlUmo  tibi  opira,  ei  varietate$  diversai  iemporU  iokteium  tibi 
preheo.     It  is  not  in  Harl.  5369  [nor  the  printed  Lat  editione.] 

p.  219,  1.  9.  <*he  ledithe  [her  to]  the  empire."  A.-Lat. — tt  mo 
ipsam  ad  imperium  cele9ie  ducU. 

Mr.  Conybeare,  in  a  pencil  note  on  the  margin  of  MS.  Addit  9066, 
coujectnred  this  story  to  be  of  Oriental  origin,  and  his  conjecture  is 
confirmed  by  the  MSlanges  de  UUer.  Orient.,  II.  76,  and  the  CorUe$ 
TurcB  of  Galland,  1707. 

It  is  told  in  the  Oolden  Legend,  foL  occlzxxxvii.b.  under  the  Life 
of  Pope  Pelagian.  In  the  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  20,  the  fiction  assumes  an 
historical  character.  See  Grimm's  Deuieche  Sagen,  II.  480,  and 
UauM-M&rchen,  III.  373.  [In  1650  was  published  a  book  with  the 
title,  "  Pocula  Castalia,*'  by  R[obert]  B[aron],  gen.,  one  of  the  poema 
in  which,  entitled  Hvytia^l^,  or  '*  Fortune's  Tennis-Dall,"  is  founded 
on  this  tale.] 
YT-TT  p.  219.  "  Damascenus."     W.  de  Worde,  ''  Sanracinus. 

p.  219,  1.  1  from  bottom.  «  Pomptius."  W.  de  Worde,  "Pon- 
cianus." 

p.  220,  1.  10.  ["  bordell."     Print  Lat— «£/Mfteno.] 

p.  220, 1.  129.  ['<  afterward."    Printed  Lat  Edd.— jpot/ monism.] 

p.  221, 1.  3.  *'  anoone  he  caste  of,"  &c  In  W.  de  Worde,  <«  and 
anone  he  vnclothed  hym  stlfe  naked,  save  his  breche ;  "  and  so  in  the 
A.-Lat  text 

p.  221,  1.  10.  ^benefice  of  [the  law]."  A.-Lat — hen^iutn 
legis, 

p.  221, 1. 14.  "  an  hie  voyse,"  &c.  The  A.-Lat  [and  printed  Lat 
£dd.]  add  what  is  here  omitted,  cvqum  clamorem  audivU  miUe,  «cil. 
dominus  nosier,  &o.,  with  which  agrees  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  222,  1.  22.  *'  Isaye."  So  also  in  the  A.-Lat  and  printed  Lat 
Edd.,  but  the  passage  referred  to  is  in  Jeremiah  xlvi.  12. 

p.  223,  1.  5.  ''  the  gospelle."  It  is  in  Revelat  iii.  20. 

p.  223,  1.  15.  "  Holye  writ"     In  W.  de  Worde,  "  the  prophet 
Isaye."     The  passage  really  does  occur  in  Lamentations  i.  12. 
L.  p.  224,  I  1.  ['*  to  age."     Printed  Lat  Edd.— od  etatem  legitimam.] 

p.  224, 1.  14^  The  MS.  is  here  faulty,  and  has  been  corrected  by  the 
A.-Lat  text,  cap.  58.  Curparae  mihi  mortem  f  In  deliciie  mUrioi 
te,  et  omnia  mea  tua  wnL  With  this  agrees  MS.  Addit  9066,  and, 
with  a  slight  verbal  variation,  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  9. 

p.  225,  1.  9.  [''  kisto  him."  The  printed  Lat  Edd.  are  much 
iuWer—osculatue  est  eum  et  ait:  o  fili  diUctissime,  ammodo  nonpeceee, 
eeto  michi  fidelie  filim,  et  ero  tiln  graeiotus  pater.  Et  hoc  dido  mduU 
eum  veeUmentie  preeioeie,  et  eum  eecum  ad  dotnum  duxit  et  magnum 
convivium  eatrapie  imperii  feciL  Poet  hec  perpaucoe  dies  vixU  et  viiam 
in  pace  finivit,  ftlhu  vero  regnum  ohtinuit,  et  eatie  prude$Uer  regebaL  /» 
fine  vero  vite  efue  cum  morideheret,  veadllum  per  totum  imperium  poriari 
feed  ei  omnibue  oetemUt^  in  quo  ecriptum  erat :  omnia  iransimU  prt^ 
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"^        p.  226,  1.  3^  The  paasage  here  quoted  is  partly  taken  from  Cantielev 
Ti.  12,  and  partly  from  Jeremiah  iiL  1. 

p.  226,  ].  12.  John  xix.  11. 

The  original  of  thitf  story  may  be  ibnnd  in  Valerius  Maximas,  lib. 
▼.  cap.  9,  and  is  qnoted  by  John  Felton,  the  author  of  the  Sermons 
in  MS.  Uarl  5396,  pt  2,  Sermon  28. 
LL  p.  227,  1.  11.  '<ouer  his  hede."    A.'ljBt.---uUra  caput  lecd,  with 
which  the  Cambridge  MS.  agrees. 

p.  228, 1.  6.  "  Yf  hope  were  not,  herte  shulde  brd^e.**  In  Brom- 
yard's Summa  PrecUcaiU,  fol.  1484, 1  find  the  following  illustration  of 
this  taw  :  **  Qualis  autem  tuno  erit  corJi  dolor,  patei  in  parte  per  hoo 
quod  modo  oommuniter  dicitur,  quando  quis  dura  patitur,  Si  tpu  non 
etf0<,  cor  /rangerehur.  Fert  de  quodam  magno,  qui  tali  verbo  a 
quodam  iatuo  coram  eo  dioto»  ad  magnam  oompnnctionem  de  peccatis 
sois  oonversns  est  Gum  enim  andiente  fatno  quidam  dioeret,  i^  9pe$ 
nonenetf  corfrangeretur^  adjecit  fatuus,  'qualis ergo  pena  erit,  ubi  nee 
spes  est  de  liberatione  neo  oor  (irangi  potest ;  *  quod  dominus  andienSp 
suspirans  ait,  *  y  poyse  moy,  quod  audivi  istud  Terbum  a  stulto.*  ** 
V,  Damnation  D.  L  13. 

[A  still  earlier  instance  ocoure  in  Hampole,  Prkhe  qf  Oomcieiiee, 
ad.  Morris,  11.  7251—7266. 

**  In  hell,  he  says,  es  na  redempoyoune 
Thurgh  na  help  of  f rende ;  for  na  dsYOOjoiie 
Qf  prayer,  ne  almusdede^  ne  mease, 
May  |>am  helpe,  ne  )«ir  payn  mak  les. 
A  strange  payn  sall^  ^ia  be  in  belle 
Eyermare  |>a8  in  despayre  to  dwells. 
With  outen  hope  of  recouverere. 
^it  passes  all«  ^  payna  of  ^is  lyfe  here. 
For  here  has  na  man  payn  swa  Strang, 
|>at  he  ne  has  som  tyme  hope  omang 
Gather  of  remedy  |>at  men  may  kast, 
Or  ^t  it  salU  end  and  noght  ay  last ; 
Elles  suld  |>e  hert,  thurgh  sorow  and  care^ 
Ouer-tyte  fayle,  warn  som  hope  ware  ; 
Ffor  in  sorow  here  hope  comfortes  best, 
And  men  says,  warn  hope  ware  it  tuld  brett,'\ 

In  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  10,  this  story  is  told  differently.  Tlie 
Emperor,  who  is  named  Vespasianus,  causes  two  rings  to  be  mado, 
one  of  which  bears  an  image  of  memory,  the  other  of  oblivion,  and 
the  latter  when  given  to  his  wife  caoses  her  to  forget  him.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable  that  the  same  story  is  quoted  in  Petrus  Berchorius, 
ReducU  MoraU  lib.  xiv.  cap.  71,  p.  279,  ed«  of  1631,  and  is  perhaps 
taken  from  Petrus  Comestor^s  Hktovica  SehohMea^  Exod.  cap.  vi., 
from  which  it  is  quoted  by  Vincent  de  Beauvaia,  i^et,  Hi$t,  lib.  II. 
cap.  2.  It  appears  evidently  to  have  been  aBabbtnical  tradition  told 
of  Moses  after  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Ethiopia. 
Josephus  is  given  as  the  authority,  but  althougfa  that  historian  men- 
tions the  marriage  of  Moaea  to  Thariria,  the  Ethiopian  princess 
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{Antiq,  Jitd.  II.  10),  yet  he  is  silent  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
story. 
LII   p.  230.    "ProtheuB."      Harl.  2270,  cap.  60,  reads   incorrectly, 
Dron%cu9 ;  Harl.  5259,  Droeheui^  and  Harl.  3132,  DorotheuSf  which 
is  correct,  and  agrees  with  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cap.  14. 

p.  231,  L  20.  [**  thow  art  my  loye  and  my  solas.*'  Printed  Lat 
Edd. — iu  e»  unicuafiliuB  mens  et  gaudium  et  dimidium  anima  mee.  See 
note  to  chapt.  xzxiii.  p.  130,  L  10.] 

p.  231,  1.  24.  "  [Thow]  hadde  lever."     A.-Lat — malUs  tu  quam. 

p.  231,  1.  31.  <'Showe  wot  wel,**  Ao.  A.'Lat—Et  ilia,  Bene  UH 
constat^  et  pracipue  trUhi,  Ac. 

p.  232, 1.  21.   [The  reference  seems  really  to  he  to  Malachi  il  10.] 

p.  232,  1.  29.  "  the  Apostle  ad  Hehreoe*^  The  same  reference  is 
given  in  the  A.-Lat.  MSS.  and  the  printed  Lat.  text,  bnt  no  snch 
passage  is  to  be  foand  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  It  may  perhaps 
be  taken  from  the  Gloss. 
im.  p.  233,  1.  23.  «  XX.  yere."  W.  de  Worde,  No.  24,  reads,  «  x.  yere,- 
and  so  Lat  printed  Edd.  cap.  112. 

p.  233,  1.  27.  ['*  presaunce.**  More  correctly,  perhaps,  pleeatmee^ 
as  in  the  A.-Lat  and  W.  de  Worde's  edit  which  reads,  ^for  to 
please  his  wyfe.**] 

p.  233,  1.  3a  ''  and  saw  his  vryne.*'  W.  de  Worde,  '*  and  groped 
his  ponces  and  his  vaynes.** 

p.  234,  L  2.  **  hade  grete  mystir."  A.-Lat  deiperahanL  [Printed 
Lat.  Edd. — omnee  earn  ad  mortem  judicabani.^ 

p.  234, 1. 10.  "  and  thenne  whenne,**  Ac.  to  **  comforted  the.**  This 
parag^tiph  is  omitted  in  the  A. -Lat  MSS.,  in  W.  de  Worde,  and  in 
the  printed  Lat.  Editions. 

p.  234, 1. 12.  ["  my  presence  was  and  is,'*  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd. — 
noverca  mea,  quando  me  videt,  gravatur ;  ei  loquor,  incenditur  dolor  g 
si  tangam  eam,  extra  §e  ipeam  rapitur ;  et  idea  nichil  magie  expedit 
egrie  curandie  nisi  dare  eis  quod  volunt  et  quod  deeiderant,  and  so  the 
A.-Lat  text]  In  W.  de  Worde  it  reads  thus :  **  But  whan  my  step- 
rooder  sawe  me,  she  swelled  for  anger,  and  waxed  euyll  at  ease,  and 
therf ore  yf  I  sholde  speke  to  her,  her  sorowe  wolde  encrease,  and  yf 
I  touche  her,  she  wolde  be  frome  her  self." 

p.  234,  1.  13.  "  entermete."     W.  de  Worde,  "  medell  with." 

p.  234,  1.  22.  [The  printed  Lat  Edd.  hdd'—Et  $ic  per  tale$ 
aUegacionee  filiue  evaeit  et  noverca  defuncta  est,^ 

p.  235, 1.  1.  "<  Ande  tlierefor  **  to  ''  his  dethe.**  Omitted  in  W.  de 
Worde.  In  the  A. -Lat.  text  the  passage  is  rather  fuller,  [while  the 
Moralisation  in  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  is  altogether  different] 

p.  235,  1.  5.  **  [no]  trayne."     A.-Lat — non  invenitur  veeiigium, 
LIV.  p.  136, 1.  2.   There  is  some  obscurity  here,  owing  to  an  omission 
of  the  scribe.   In  the  A.-Lat  cap.  62,  we  read — Et  Cdmeliue  euperatue 
eety  et  graviter  vulaeratue  eet.    AUue  vero  milee  eimiU  modo  vulnerotue 
€it,  Hd  vicioriam  obtinuitf  Aa 


The  caUstrophe  U  the  same  in  the  printed  Lat.  Edd.  cup.  119. 
SwaD  18  niistakeu  in  saying  this  story  corresponds  with  cap.  66  of  the 
Lat  Edd.     The  oorresponding  story  to  cap.  66,  is  No.  I2u  abore. 
IT.  p.  237, 1.  4.  ''  Clipodius."     Harl  MS.  5369,  cap.  20,  Lipodius,  and 
so  W.  de  Worde.     [Printed  Lat  Edd.  Fippimu.] 

p.  237, 1.  28.  [''  what  dade  she oper.*    Omitted  in  the 

printed  Lat  Edd.] 

p.  238, 1.  18.  "  chosene  creatnres  and  wickid  creatoars.'*     EUeU  §t 
reprohi^*  Harl.  MS.  5369,  and  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  116. 
VTL  p.  238.     <«Polemias."     W.  de  Worde,  cap.  21,  «'PeIennns,' 
corrupted  from  Harl  5369,  PoUeniui.**    Lat  printed  Edd.  cap.  91, 
PoUmtu, 

p.  239, 1.  6.  [''  foto."     Printed  Lat  Edd.  arura.] 

p.  239, 1.  13.  The  text  is  corrapt,  but  may  be  corrected  from  W.  de 
Worde :  *'  I  lye  vpiyght  in  my  bedde,  and  there  droppeth  water 
vpon  botlie  myne  eyen,  and  for  the  grete  slowth  that  I  hane,"  &c 
8o  also  the  A.-Lat  MSS.  [and  printed  Lat  Edd.— <ftifii  »upemu$  in 
kcto  jaceo  et  gulU  aque  premier  magnam  pigriciam  $uper  caput  €t  mtptt 
utrumque  oculum  codtin/,  &c.] 

This  story  is  quoted,  together  with  the  Moralite,  in  Holkot*s 
Moralitatf4,  cap.  47,  MS.  Beg.  6,  E.  TIL  \t  2286.;  in  Bromyard's 
Summa  Predicantium  v.  Accidia,  A.  VIII.  17,  and  in  Felton^s  8ermone$^ 
MS.  Harl.  4,  If.  49b.  ;  and  a  similar  story  occurs  in  Grimm*s  Houm- 
MVatcheiijlh  274,  taken  from  Pauli*s  work, entitled  Sehimpfufid  Errnty 
cap.  243.  See  hi^  notes,  IIL  244,  for  additional  references.  It  may 
.  also  be  noticed  that  in  the  early  edition  of  the  Fables  of  iEsop,  Avian, 
Ac,  printed  by  Sorg  at  Angsburg,  f.  a.  among  the  Extravagantea, 
fab.  13,  is  a  story,  the  latter  part  of  which  resembles  the  present^  of  a 
man  who  gave  a  mill  to  the  most  slothful  of  his  three  sons. 
LTII.  p.  240,  1.  7.  ^  howe  that**     A.-Lat.  cap.  65,  qvamodo. 

In  01)0  of  the  stories  in  the  Notie  Pktceroli  of  Straparola,  IV.  3,  fol. 
120b.  ed.  Venet  1586,  a  similar  measure  is  adopted  to  kill  the  dragon 
who  guards  the  singing  apple.  [Compare  No.  CXLV.  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  volume.] 
LVlil.  p.  241,  L  26.  [''  they  too  yedo  to-geder  in  pilgrimage,**  Stc. 
Printed  Lat.  Edd. — ambo  ad  quoddam  helium  perrexerunt  el  nullum 
^       helium  erat  commi$tum^  &c.] 

p.  242, 1.  5.  The  reason  given  for  the  death  of  the  second  is  omitted. 
A.-Lat.  cap.  66,  gives — quia  cauaa  mortis  commiliUmis  faisti,  which 
are  the  very  words  used  by  Seneca  in  telling  the  same  story  of  Cneios 
I^iso,  De  Ira^  lib.  I.  cap.  16,  opp.  p.  504,  ed.  Paris  1619.  Chaucer  has 
iutroduced  the  same  story  from  Seneca  into  his  ''Sompnoures  Tale.** 
UX.  p.  242,  last  line.  *'  fon.**  A.-Lat  cap.  67,  itultam,  [Printed  Lat 
Edd. — non  prudentem,'\ 

p.  243,  11.  1,  17,  27.  The  confusion  of  genders  here  is  remarkablei 
See  a  similar  instance  in  No.  VIL  p.  17,  II.  23,  26,  [and  in  W.  de 
Worde,  No.  IIL  p.  435,  IL  26,  29.] 
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p.  243^  I.  5.  [^he  hard«  a  ▼oyse,''  &c.  Printed  Lat.  Edd.^  iicut 
quondam  asine  Balaam^  &c.] 

p.  243,  1.  23.  ["  the  whicbe  lakyn/']  My  antbority  for  tins 
emendation  is  the  A.-Lat.  text,  which  reads — qui  indigent  omni  die 
lacte.**  In  the  Lat.  £dd.,  the  reason  given  by  the  wife  for  the 
serpent's  destruction  is  the  acquisition  of  the  treasure  amassed  in  the 
reptile's  bole  ;  a  belief  found  in  the  popular  mythology  both  of  the 
Eastern  and  Northern  nations. 

This  story  occurs  in  the  Latin  iEsop,  and  a  similar  one  in  Marie 
de  France,  fab.  Izxt.  toI.  IL  p.  315,  8vo.  1820.  See  Swan's  G^ta, 
II.  454,  and  Le  Grand,  IV.  389.  In  Grimm's  Haus-Marchen  are 
several  tales  belonging  to  this  class  of  fictions,  11.  102,  and  hereto 
must  also  be  referred  the  Swiss  legend  of  the  Snake-king,  in  the 
Deuttche  Sagen^  L  302,  8vo.  1816. 
LX.  p.  248,  1.  9.  **Now  whenne  the  Emperour,"  Ac.  What  here 
follows  presents  a  remarkable  and  unusual  instance  of  the  English 
translator's  departure  from  his  original  text,  A.-Lat.  cap.  68,  which 
latter  is  correctly  represented  in  the  edition  of  W.  de  Worde,  No.  23. 
'*  Whan  the  Emperonr  with  his  lyon  was  brought  in,  y*  lyon  anone, 
without  ony  comforte  or  settynge  on,  ranne  vpon  the  yonge  knyght 
that  was  but  newely  weddedo,  and  slewe  hym,  and  whan  lie  had  soo 
done,  he  ran  vpon  thempresse,  and  deooured  her  to  the  harde  bones, 
before  all  the  lordes  of  tiie  eropyre." 

p.  249,  L  11.  The  mention  of  the  Saint  is  omitted  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  249, 1.  25.  <*  the  Prophete."  The  quoUtion  is  in  Psalm  zcL  15, 
16.  The  mistake  is  probably  owing  to  the  transcriber,  [perhaps  we 
should  read,  as  in  p.  292,  L  1,  where  the  same  verse  is  quoted, 
"  dauid  |>e  prophete."] 

The  incident  of  the  grateful  lion  was  appropriated  at  an  early 
period  by  the  French  romancers,  and  thence  transferred  into  the 
English  romance  of  Ywaine  and  Gawain.  See  Ritson,  Metr,  Romances, 
Vol.  I.,  and  also  Felton's  Serniones,  MS.  Hai'l.  4,  leaf  31,  and  the  Liber 
Feetivalis,  leaf  xxxi.  ed.  1496.  [See  an  abbreviated  version  of  this 
^ale  in  No.  CCXVL  in  the  Appendix.] 

.  p.  250, 1.  2.  "  Eufemias."     A.-Lat.  cap.  69 — Eu/emianui. 

p.  250,  1.  13.  "  [God]  wot."     A.-Lat.  novit  Dominus. 

p.  250,  1.  18.  [See  note  to  chapt.  xxii.  p.  72,  I.  20.] 

p.  250, 1.  33.  [*'  so  longe."  Printed  Lat  Edd.— ctrea  dimidium 
arnium.^ 

p.  251, 1.  12.  [**her  two  myle  hens,"  kc  Printed  Lat  Edd. — 
hie  prope  est  unus  miles  senex  consiliarius  pntris  nosti,  de  cujus  consilio 
paler  noster  semper  est  operatus,  Vocetur  ills  et  sub  sigillo  cot^fessionis 
omnia  ei  dicemus.^ 

p.  251,  1.  24.  [«*  lordes  and  cheveteynis."  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
satrapasJ] 

p.  252, 1.  28.  *<  a  ler  tomie."    A.-Lat  doUwn  vaetmm. 
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p.  253,  ].  6.    [""pnrpur  and  biase.**     Printed  Lut  Sdd«- 

pannis  aerictM  ac  deauratU,^ 

p.  253,  L  11.  ["pleManoe  of  the  ladj.*'  Here  the  printed  Let 
Edd.  add-— cum  doUum  prqje^wm  im  man  fuUml  mlm  iamdm  jnaeto 
mare  »Uiit^  qwimdiu  dolium  noiortf  videnk] 

p.  254, 1.  31.  [''  a  grete  Duke.**  Printed  Lai  Edd.— ^nidkm  Am 
Bwrgundie,'] 

p.  255, 1.  10.  [^*  It  come  to  a  certen  citee,**  ho.  The  Tenioo  in 
the  printed  Lat  Edd.  is  rather  different  According  to  it  the  Tenel 
containing  the  child  is  carried  by  the  sea  near  the  walla  of  a  certain 
inonaetery.  The  Abbot,  happening  to  be  walking  on  the  sea-ebore, 
aeee  the  vessel  and  orders  it  to  be  brought  to  land.  In  accordance 
with  the  request  on  the  tablets  he  causes  the  child  to  be  baptised, ' 
giving  him  his  own  name,  Qregoiy,  and  commits  him  to  a  fisherman 
to  be  brought  up.  This  fisherman  has  a  son  whom  Gregory  while 
at  play  strikes  with  a  ball,  whereupon  he  complains  to  his  mother. 

The  remainder  of  the  tale  agrees  with  the  English  version.] 

p.  255,  1.  28.  [''at  his  hede  a  summe  of  golde,'*  &o.  In  the 
printed  Lat.  Edd.  the  gold  u  stated  to  have  been  intended  lor  the 
child's  support,  and  the  silver  for  his  education.] 

p.  256, 1.  6.  ['*  ireudricus.**  The  reading  '^  frendrico  **  is  evidently 
an  error  of  the  scribe  in  copying  the  latin  exactly :  dixU  fremdrieo.'\ 

p.  256,  1.  18.  ['« I  have  her  a  dow)ter/*  &c.  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
—omnet  monachi  in  dome  exUtmtes  miro  modo  te  diUgmU  intoMtum  qv/od 
post  dUcesium  meum  in  abbatem  te  promovebtuU,'] 

p.  257, 1.  2.  [*  host**    Compare,  p.  89, 1  31.1 

p.  257,  L  7.  *'  this  is  the  [citee].**  The  text  has  been  amended  hf 
the  A.-Lat  which  reads — istud  e$t  imperium. 

p.  258,  1.  3.  [''ouercome  the  duke."  Printed  Lat  Edd. — ad 
ducem  pervenit^  quern  in  eodem  loco  occidit  et  caput  ^ui  ampuiavU  ei 
victoriam  ohUnuit,^ 

p.  258, 1.  17.  ''  Ande  not  but  yf  he  hatbe,**  &o.  A.-Lat— vuImUm 
ergo  quod  optimum  ealarium  habeat^  eb  quod  bene  meruit,^ 

p.  260,  1.  3.  "  that  I  shalle  not  passe  this  bedde.**  A.-L/A.-^de  i$to 
leclo  non  turgam, 

p.  260, 1.  11.  '*I  have  [bene]  norisshido,  noriede/  Ac.  A.-Lat 
— nutrituafui^  doctue^  et  educatue, 

p.  260,  1.  24.  [<*  A 1  dere  modir,**  &o.  Lat— Fd  mihi^  ee,  eoce 
mater  mea^  arnica  mea^  uxor  mea  /] 

p.  260,  1.  29.  ''thi  selfe  [hast  saide].'*  A.-Lat — cum  tu  ipu 
dixisU. 

p.  260, 1.  32.  '*  that  ener  I  were  brede."  A.-Lat — quod  unquam 
natui  eram, 

p.  261,  1.  26.  "  glorious.**  A.-Lat  Harl  MS.  2270,  gradoeam. 
Omitted  in  5259,  which  also  refers  the  angelic  nature  to  the  son,  and 
the  human  nature  to  the  daugliter. 

p.  262, 1.  33.  ''  made  [a  feste].**     A.-Lat— camam  dediL 
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The  original  of  this  story  it  the  Latiu  legend  of  St.  Gregory,  trans- 
ferred to  tlie  printed  Lat  Edd.  of  the  Gesta,  cap.  81,  frora  the  ancient 
Latin  legendaries  of  the  middle  ages,  and  also  found,  with  a  change 
of  name,  in  the  Vita  S,  Albini,  preserved  amongst  the  MSS.  of  the 
Vatican  Library,  cod.  Urbin.  456  (xiv.  cent.).  From  the  Latin  it  was 
translated  into  Terse  by  Hartman  Von  Owe,  a  German  poet  of  the 
beginning  of  the  13th  century,  and  is  printed  in  Greith*s  Spicilegium 
Vadeanum,  1838,  p.  150,  accompanied  by  a  prefatory  acconnt  An 
English  metrical  version  of  nearly  equal  antiquity  is  preserved  in 
MS.  Cott  Cleopatra,  D.  ix.,  and  in  several  other  MSS.  which  yet 
remains  inedited.  Some  incidents  of  the  story,  for  instance,  the 
exposure  of  the  child  and  the  unnatural  marriage,  occur  in  the  Eng- 
lish romance  of  Sir  Degore  (Utterson's  Popular  Poetry,  i.  117,  and 
Ellis's  Metrical  Bamanees,  iii.  858),  and  the  latter  circumstance  is 
also  in  the  romance  of  Sir  Eglamour  [ThamUm  Romancee,  Camden 
Soc.  ed.  Halliwell],  and  has  also  formed  the  groundwork  of  Horace 
Walpole's  Myekriout  Mother,  For  notices  of  later  Italian  and 
French  imitations  see  Dunlop's  HUtory  of  Fiction,  ii.  462. 
LXTT.  p.  263, 1.  9.  ^Solemius.**  A.-Lat  cap.  71,  Polemius,  agreeing 
with  MS.  Addit.  9066.  The  Cambridge  Ma  reads  Eemulus,  and 
Wynkyn  de  Words,  Folemm, 

p.  263,  1.  11.  <*  of  Tunyke.**  So  read  the  best  A.-Lat  MSS.,  but  in 
Harl.  MS.  2270,  a  second  hand  has  corrected  Tunice  into  2\Uonice, 
and  so  it  stands  in  Harl.  MS.  5369,  whence  in  W.  de  Worde,  No.  25, 
we  read,  "  the  kyngis  doughter  of  Duchelonde. 

p.  264,  L  10.  ''  a  man.**  So  MSS.  Harl.  2270  and  5259,  unus  fuU 
aeeignatue ;  but  MS.  Hari.  5369  has  guedam  muHer^  while  W.  de 
Worde  agrees  with  Ma  Addit  9066. 

p.  264,  1.  12.  **  opyne."     A.-Lat  aperium, 

p.  265, 1.  22.  *'  I  am  the  sone  of  dethe.**     JL-LsLtfilitumortie  mm. 
Cf.  p.  2, 1.  8.     The  expression  is  taken  from  the  Vulgate,  2  Sam. 
xii.  5. 
T^yfTT    p.  270, 1.  10.  <'of  such  a  dede  man.***    A.-Lat  [and  printed 
Lat  texts]  defnncti, 

p.  271, 1.  11.  [Haslitt,  Proverbi  and  Proverbial  Phraui^  under  the 
proverb 

*<  The  Devil  was  sick,  the  Devil  a  monk  would  be  ; 
The  Devil  was  well,  the  Devil  a  monk  was  he^** 

gives  the  usual  Latin  form — 

"  Agratat  Iknnon,  mumaehue  twne  esse  volebat ; 
Conxalwi  Jkemcn,  talis  nt  ante/uit.*' 

Withals,  Little  Dictionarie  for  Children,  ed.  1634,   p.   306,  has  « 
curious  rendering  of  the  Latin  : 

"  Damon  lanffuebat^  monaekm  bonus  esse  ve^bat.^ 
^  The  Divell  was  sick  and  erasie. 
Good  would  the  Monke  be,  but  that  he  was  ksie.**] 
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Pi  274, 1.  9.  Here,  as  will  be  eeen,  there  is  an  omiesion  wLich  is 
sapplied  by  the  Addit  MS. 

p.  274,  last  line.  **  Hatene.'*  '  A.-Lat.  occiduni. 

Mr.  Doace  has  noted  In  MS.  that  this  story  oocors  in  the  Lilter 
FetHvalU^  bnt  I  do  not  find  it  there. 
LXI7.  p.  275.  The  substance  of  tliis  siognlar  tale  is  incorporated  with 
the  old  ballad  of  *'  A  warning-piece  to  England,  against  pride  and 
wickedness."  Evan*s  Old  Balladi,  IL  269,  ed.  1810.  [It  is  not  in 
the  printed  Lat  editions.] 
1X7.  p.  279.  «<  Giclades.*'  MS.  Bodl.  857,  CkeUdei.  Haii  5369, 
Deelidu.     W.  de  Worde,  No.  81,  ^  Ebolydes.'' 

p.  285, 1.  4.  [''jafe  ^  stiwarde  hire  blessing  with  ^eleftehonde :  * 
f.  e.  cursed  him.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  instance  of  a  similar 
expression :  bnt  in  Ireland  a  ^  left-handed  blessing  "  is  not  at  ail  an 
nnoommon  enphemism  for  a  cnrse.] 

p.  286,  L  1.  ['<  as  he  went  to  )»e  wode.*'  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add— 
€t  imtrumenhtm/emum  ut  Ugna  $einderet  non  haheret.'] 

p.  286,  1.  9.  [**  threfolde  colonr."  Lat  text — ex  tma  parU  eral 
alhuB  ;  ex  alia  niger  ;  ex  iereia  rvh%cvndtL$,'\ 

p.  288,  ].  5.  Q'  M*.  marke.'*   Printed  Lat  text— iWcmlos /orviMS.] 

p.  291, 1.  13.  ['*  Mardoche."  This,  the  Greek  form  of  the  name 
Mordecai,  ocean  in  the  apocr3rphal  continuation  of  the  Book  of  Esther.] 

p.  292,  ].  1.  [See  note  to  p.  249, 1.  25.] 

p.  292, 1.  3.  *"  drawithe  out**  A.-Lat.— <r(m<  Dewn  ad  m.  QL 
Addit  MS.  9066. 

p.  294, 1.  2.  ['*  a  threfold  colour."  Lat  text— ttte  lapUetai  mger, 
ruhkunduSf  ptUcher  et  albue;  me  ChrUtus  epeeioeue  forma  pre  JUUe 
homittum :  item  niger  erat  per  poMUmem,  rubicundue  per  eanguims 
efffuionem.^ 

This  story  is  found,  with  a  considerable  Tariation,  in  Simeon  Seth*s 
Greek  translation  of  the  Calila  u  Dimnah^  printed  by  Starkius,  8* 
BeroL  1697,  p.  444,  and  also  from  the  Humaioun  Nameh,  a  Persian 
version  of  the  same  celebrated  work,  in  Gardoone's  Melangee  de  lUL 
Orient  I.  259.  It  is  also  related  by  Matthew  Paris,  under  the  year 
1195,  as  an  ocenrreuce  (the  e(*ene  of  wliich  is  fixed  at  Venice)  which 
Richard  the  First  was  accustomed  to  repeat  against  ungrateful 
persons,  Qi^p,  I.  179,  ed.  1640.  Gower  has  versified  it  from  the 
Geeta  in  the  Chnfeesio  Amantis,  lib.  V.  fol.  98,  ed.  1554.  Compare 
the  tale  in  Grimm's  Haue-MdrcJien^  II.  97,  and  see  his  notes,  III.  191, 
for  additional  illustration. 
LXVI.  p.  295,  1.  3.  "  Naplis."  MS.  Hari.  2270,  cap.  99,  ApuUe. 
W.  de  Worde's  edit  No.  32  incorrectly,  "  Ampluy,"  with  HarL  5259, 
cap.  100,  Ampullie, 

p.  208,  1.  2.  In  W.  de  Worde  there  is  here  an  additional  passage, 
not  in  MS.  Harl.  5369  :  '*  And  aboute  thre  of  the  clocke  the  tempest 
seased,  and  the  mayden  droue  forthe  ouer  the  wawes  in  that  broken 
sliyppe  which  was  cast  vp  agayne ;  but  an  huge  whale,**  &c. 
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p.  299,  1.  19.  *^  and  folle  of  precious  stony  a."  So  reads,  but 
incorrectly,  MS.  Harl.  5259.  Tlio  true  reading  is  preserved  in  MS. 
Harl.  5369,  cap.  32,  vermibtu  el  terra  plenum ,  and  so  W.  de  Worde, 
**  fylled  with  erthe  and  wormes."  MS.  Addit  9066  agrees  with  the 
A.-Ut.  MS.  HarL  2270. 

p.  301,  ].  36.  The  passage  is  here  confused.  HarL  2270  reads — 
qui  multo  tempore  ante  Filium  hahuit,  propter  quam  multi,  Ac,  HarL 
5360 — qui  multo  tempore  ante  quam  Filium  eecundum  camem  habuieeet, 
Multi  ymmo  quasi  infiniU,  &0.  W.  de  Worde,  No.  32,  *^  the  whiche 
was  longe  tyine  without  a  camall  sone,  wherfora  many  men  were 
peryshed  and  went  to  Heller**  Harl.  5259  agrees  with  MS.  Harl. 
7333. 

p.  304,  L  11.  [The  quotation  is  from  Ecolus.  zr.  17.] 

p.  304,  1.  14.  ^  And  therefore  saide,*"  Ac.,  to  ^  for  me  or  i^enst 
me."  The  whole  of  this  passage  is  wanting  in  MS.  HarL  2270,  and 
in  W.  de  Worde.  In  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  5369  the  quotation  from  the 
Vitae  Patrum  is  in  prose,  and  differently  worded.  [A  slightly  different 
version  of  the  lines  occurs  in  MS.  Camb.  Univ.  Libr.  li,  VI.  4,  1^ 
153,  back : 

**  Ext  priroum  durum  quia  nosco  me  moriturum. 
Eat  aliud  dando  planotum  quia  neaolo  quando, 
Kt  tercium  flebo  quod  nescio  quo  remauebo." 

Compare  Hampole,  Prieke  of  Conidence,  ed.  Morris,  IL  68 — 81.] 

This  story  has  received  more  comment  than  any  other  in  the  Cksia, 
from  its  having,  through  the  English  printed  translation,  supplied 
Shakspere  with  the  incident  of  the  three  caskets  in  the  Merchant  of 
Venice  ;  a  circumstance  first  pointed  out  by  Dr  Farmer.  The  earliest 
form  in  which  it  appears  is  found  in  the  spiritual  romance  of  Barlaam 
and  Josaphat  (about  A.D.  800),  the  Greek  text  of  which  is  given  iu 
the  JahrbUcher  der  Liter.^  vol.  xxvi.  p.  42,  and  thence  inserted  in  the 
Spec,  Hiitor.  of  Vincent  of  Beau va is,  lib.  xv.  cap.  10,  and  the  Chlden 
Legend,  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard  v.  Honor ^  iv.  11,  and  occurs, 
with  considerable  variations,  in  Boccaccio,  Decamei'onj  x.  1,  and  in 
Gower*s  Con/eeeio  AmantU^  lib.  v.  leaf  96,  ed.  1554,  who  cites  a 
**  cronicke  "  as  his  authority.  The  collateral  and  similar  tale,  in  which 
pasties  or  loaves  are  substituted  for  caskets,  is  found  in  the  Lat. 
printed  Edd.  cap.  109,  then  in  the  Chronicle  of  Lanercost,  MS.  Cott. 
Claud,  D.  vii.  leaf  176  (compiled  about  the  year  1346),  in  the  Cento 
Novelle,  Ant,  nov.  65,  ed.  1572,  and  in  Gower,  Onrfeu,  Amani,  leaf 
96b.  See  for  further  details,  Warton,  I.  271 ;  Douce,  I.  273  ;  Dunlop, 
Buit.  of  Fiction,  IL  339,  Ac 
LZVII.  p.  306.  <<  Antonius.**  Ma  Harl.  5259,  Antomnm. 
p.  308,  1.  12.  [Hosea  ii.  19.1 

p.  308, 1.  17.  "  into  the  gilder  of  the  devel."  A.-Lat — m  lagueum 
Diaholi,  W.  de  Worde,  No.  34,  "  in  the  snare  of  the  deuyll.*'  Oilder 
or  Giller  is  still  used  in  the  North,  and  also  in  Cheshire  and  Laocap 
sliire^  to  denote  the  horfc-hair  or  wire-linos  to  ensnare  binds  and  fislu 
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LXVill.  p.  808,  L  26.  <<  a  fioger.**  Tlie  Addit  MS.  and  W.  do  Worde, 
No.  38,  read  "  baod,**  which  agrees  with  the  A.-Lat.  cap.  96.  [The 
printed  Lat  Edd.  have  digito.'] 

'p.  310,  1.  4.  [The  MS.  hae  been  corrected  in  accordance  with  the 
A. -Lat  BIS.  HarL  5369,  which  reads — jam  audittii  re9pon$ione$  measJ] 
The  sentence  is  omitted  in  MS.  Harl.  6259,  and  W.  de  Worde. 

p.  311,  1.  6.  ^to  boistous.**  A.-Lat— mmif  frigidm  vel  sttmit 
remisgui  vel  fdmi$  eaUdui,     W.  de  Worde,  ''  is  to  cold.** 

p.  311,  L  la  ^*the  smale.*'  A.-Lat  maloi.  W.  de  Worde, 
"  mysdoers." 

The  original  of  this  stoiy  is  the  well  known  historioal  anecdote  of 
the  tyrant  Dionysins,  in  Cicero^  De  Natura  Deorum^  lib.  iil ;  Valerias 
MaximnSy  lib.  i.  cap.  1 ;  ^lian,  Var,  Hisi,  I.  It  is  quoted  by 
Bromyard,  ''sicnt  in  antiquis  continetar  Oettii,^  in  his  Summa 
Predicant  t.  iSoputo,  R.  i.  22,  and  is  also  told  by  Gower,  Qntfeuio 
AmanUe,  lib.  v.  fo.  122b.  ed.  1554. 
LZDL  p.  311.  ''  Merelana**  Menelaue,  MS.  Harl.  2270,  cap.  101 ;  W. 
de  Worde,  No.  40,  «<  Menaly : "  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and  5369,  Gerdaui, 
and  so  MS.  Reg,  xvii.  D.  yi.  leaf  99  (Occleve). 

p.  312, 1.  9.  [''  by  hire  oone,"  t .  e.  al6ne,  by  herself.  Instances  of 
similar  phrases  are  not  very  uncommon.  Thas,  in  William  of  Paleme 
(E.  E.  T.  S.,  ed.  Skeat),  I  657,  we  find  himeelfane;  1.  3101,  hi  heree^ 
one;  and  11.  17,  4112,  him  one.  Compare  also  P.  Plowman,  C  zL 
61,  '^walkynge  myn  ane^  (on  which  see  Professor  Skeat*s  note), 
Morte  Arthure  (E.  K  T.  S.,  ed.  Brock),  L  704,  &y  myjis  om;  1.  1345^ 
be  oure  one ;  1.  466,  thjfne  one,  &c.^ 

p.  312,  1.  31.  [Compare  Note  on  p.  2, 1.  a] 

p.  313, 1.  24.  r*  within  thre  days.**     Lat  eodem  die,] 

V  315, 1.  32.  ["  many."     Lat.  eeptem,] 

p.  317, 1. 6.  An  additional  sentence  is  in  W.  de  Worde—"  wherfore 
he  lete  ordeyne  her  a  cabone  in  the  shyppes  ende."  A.-Lat. — loewm 
fecit  preparari, 

p.  317, 1.  18.  [**  in  so  mocbe,**  &c,  Oesterley*s  text — it^ra  Umpne' 
breve  virtuiee  herbarum  didicU  in  tantum  quod  omnes  if\firmi  ad  eami 
venienlee  sanabantur,  &cJ] 

p.  317,  1.  22.  ['<def  and  blyude.**  The  Lat  text  dilTors  in  iUj 
acconnt  of  the  diseases  under  which  the  three  men  suffer: — nofetj 
$ene«:alciu  factue  eet  epilenticue  et  claudus,  Tercio  Ule  quern  de\ 
euependio  Uberavit  foetus  eet  cecue  et  gwdus.  Quarto,  magieter  qui  com, 
opprimere  volebat,  factue  eet  ydropicue  et  ecahioeue,] 

p.  319,  L  18.  ''  [all]  was  dreynt.**  Text  amended  in  acoordanca 
with  the  A.-Lat.  which  reads — omnee  eubmerti  euni, 

p.    320,    1.   9.    [I   hare   not    been   successful    in   tracing 
quotation.] 

p.  321, 1.  4.  [Isaiah  lix.  14.] 

p.  321, 1.  17.  [Ecclesiast  iv.  10.] 

p.  321, 1.  33.  ""  are  slayne.**    A. -Lat  inter/kkmiKr. 
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p.  322, 1.  1.  ^  iville.**  A.-Lat  aperte.  Probably  an  error  of  the 
scribe.  lo  the  prose  Moralisation  added  bj  Occleve  to  this  story  the 
reading  is  ''  openly." 

p.  322,  1.  2.  **  the  eeris  ben  ^ivyne/*  &c.  Omitted  in  the  A.-Lat 
text,  in  Occleve,  and  in  W.  de  Worde. 

The  outline  of  this  story  appears  to  have  been  borrowed  from  one 
of  tlie  ConteM  devoti,  or  miracles  of  the  Virgin,  composed  by  Gautier 
de  Coinsi  in  the  13th  century.  (See  Le  Grand,  t.  125,  and  Meon,  ii. 
1.)  It  is  inserted  by  Vincent  of  Beauvais  in  his  Speculum  HuU^  lib. 
vii.  cap.  90 — 92,  and  thence  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  5  (written  about 
1350),  and  in  Herolt's  Promptuar,  de  nUraeulie  Beake  Maiia^  ex.  1. 
It  baa  been  versified  from  the  A.-Lat.  text  by  Oocleve,  who  has  added 
a  Moralisation  in  prose,  not  differing  much  from  the  one  here  printed 
(MS.  Reg.  17,  D.  vii.  leaves  99 — 116).  Mr  Douce  adds  a  reference 
also  to  the  PcUranae  of  Juan  Timoneda,  patr.  21,  printed  at  Alcala, 
1576.  The  incident  of  the  bloody  knife  occurs  likewise  in  the  Tale 
of  Constance^  Gower's  Qmfeee,  Amantii^  lib.  ii.  leaf  32,  and  in  Chaucer, 
Mem  of  Lawe'e  Tale.  [See  Analogues  and  Originals,  Chaucer  Society, 
1872.] 

The  story  exists  in  a  separate  shape  in  Latin.  MS.  Bawlinson, 
Misc.  358,  written  for  John  Whethamstede,  abbot  of  St  Albans,  1420 
— 1440.  For  additional  notices  oonsult  Bitson*s  Metrical  Romances^ 
ill  323,  and  Dunlop,  ii.  383,  [and  Professor  Skeat's  introduction  to 
his  edition  of  Chanoer*s  Man  of  Law^e  Tale^  Clarendon  Press  Series, 
pp.  xxii.  et  eeq."] 

p.  322.  ""  Lamartinns."     A.-Lat  MamerHnus,  but  Harl.  5369, 
MartinuSf  and  so  W.  de  Worde,  No.  41. 

p.  323,  1.  9.  *'  wolt  conne  me  good  thonke.**  This  phrase  is 
preserved  in  W.  de  Worde.  In  the  A.-Lat  it  is  «»  mihi  grates 
reddideree.  [The  phrase  occurs  twice  in  Shakspere : — *^  I  eon  him  no 
thanks  for*t**     AlFs  WeU,  IV.  iii.  144,  and  Tinum,  IV.  iii.  421.] 

p.  323,  last  line.  ''  brothelle."*  A.-Lat  [and  printed  Lat  Edd.] 
ribaldum.     W.  de  Worde,  "  ribaude.** 

This  story  is  also  borrowed  from  the  Conies  devois,  Meon.  ii.  331, 
[with  the  title — D'unroi  qui  vouhU  fairs  bruler  leJUs  de  son  sinichal^ 
and  Le  Grand,  v.  56,  and  is,  in  all  probability,  derived  from  the  East 
(Compare  Scott*s  Tales  from  the  Arabic^  &e,,  p.  53.)  It  may  be  found, 
with  little  variation,  in  the  Cento  Novell,  Antiq,  nov.  68,  ed.  1572 ;  in 
the  Dialog,  Creaturarum  Moralisat,  cap.  120,  and  in  Bromyard, 
Summa  Predicantium  t.  Invidia^  L  vi,  26.  A  similar  tale  is  popular 
in  Germany,  and  forms  the  groundwork  of  Sohiller*s  FridoUn,  respect- 
ing which  see  Collier's  remarks  annexed  to  his  translation^  p.  87, 
quarto,  1824.  [See  also  Wrighfs  edition  of  the  Seven  Sages,  Percy 
Society,  pp.  xxxviii.  et  seq,,  where  a  very  similar  stoiy  is  quoted  from 
the  History  of  the  Seven  Viziers,'] 
US.  Addit  9066.  ZYU  p.  327.  ««Annnni,'*  or  *<Aniiia.**  A  oor- 
mption  of  Dariui  in  A.-Lat  o^.  100, 
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p.  830, 1.  8.  *'  that  in  no  manor  rentono  tho  aonle.**    A.-Lat. — ^ue 
quidem  dilaeercmiur  ammam, 

p.  330|  L  16.  Amendod  on  tho  aathority  of  tho  A.-Lat.toxt|  which 
reads  mmbrum^ 

p.  331, 1.  12.  "  ateryng.**    In  tho  original  this  is  plnral, — moim. 

p.  831,  1.  20.  *"  to  tho  chiitshe,  that  ia  fighting.**  A.-Lat--iHl 
eeelenam  mUiUmUm, 

Thia  atoiy  ia  omittod  in  Ma  Harl.  5259.  It  ia  eridently  foondod 
on  tho  atoiy  of  Androclea  (Aalna  Qelliua,  t.  14),  which  ia  rendered 
mora  oridont  by  comparing  the  A«-Lat  with  Cap.  104,  of  the  printed 
Lat.  Edd.  See  Warton'a  remarica,  I.  265. 
XVnL  p.  882.  ^'DaniM.**  In  W.  do  Worde,  No.  29,  changed  into 
Iktrmeif  and  ao  in  the  aabaeqaent  editiona. 

p.  832,  I  9.  ["  thaa  thoi  didden  ofte."  The  A.-Lat  text  reada— «< 
aic  $epiu$  eiuiiaH  mbUgtrahimt^  ao  ihui  probably  the  Addit  MS.  reading 
ia  more  correct  than  that  of  the  Cambr.  MS.] 

p.  883,  I  15.  ["  fendcs."    A.-Lat  damonts.] 

XDL  p.  334,  1.  8.   ["  the  light  ahone  in,**  &c.]    Tlie  reading  of  the 
Cambridge  MS.  ia  the  same  aa  the  A. -Lat.  cap.  82. 

p.  384,  1.  15.  *'  and  aaide,**  &o.  W.  do  Worde,  No.  30,  reada— 
**  Nenertheleaae  the  byrde  aat  in  hia  boaome  etynge  nnttes^  and  thoa 
he  aayd,"  &o.     So  alto  in  the  A.-Latin. 

p.  834^  1.  19.  "  in  dedely  [aynne]  bonndene."  A.-Lat — qui  la 
peecato  mortaliUr  e$t  ifmodMu»,  W.  do  Worde  haa,  "  taken  in  doddy 
aynne.** 

p.  835, 1.  3.  ["  Skirte.**    Compare  p.  188,  L  22.] 

p.  336, 1.  6.  *'  Whan  alio  mankynde  wente  to  belle.*'  The  variation 
in  W.  de  Worde  is  curious,  "  For  whan  mankynde  waa  in  Lymbo 
Patrum^  whiche  waa  a  certayne  pryson  of  belle,  before,**  &c. 
~1.  p.  336, 1.  23.  ''  Calepodinns.**  A.-Lat.  cap.  83,  reads — Calqiodnu^ 
as  also  the  Cambridge  MS.  In  W.  de  Worde,  No.  33,  it  is  corrupted 
to  ♦*  Calopodu.** 

p.  336, 1.  25.  [*'  wynter.**  According  to  the  common  practice  of 
our  anceatora  to  reckon  time  by  winters.  See  numerous  instances  in 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle;  P,  Plowman^  B.  xi.  46;  Chancer,  CanL 
Take,  B.  3249,  &o.] 

p.  339, 1.  11.  **  telletbtf.**  A.-Lat  adds— ^  lihro  Diahgorum^  and 
80  W.  de  Worde.     "  The  fendes.**     A.-Lat  demonet. 

p.  339,  1.  16.  "  he  is  ioparfite.**     A.-Lat  dehiUe  at, 

p.  339, 1.  25.  ^'  that  thou  yevest  hym,**  &o.  There  is  some  confoaion 
here.    The  A.-Lat.  reads — ut  det  ei  ienectutem  in  tico  eervieio. 

The  Morality  ia  mnch  more  diflfuse  in  the  A.-Lat  text,  and  in  W. 
de  Worde. 

This  story  occurs  among  the  collection  of  fablea  written  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  H.  Harl.  Ma  463,  No.  208. 

[.  p.  340.  Thia  atory  is  borrowed  from  the  popular  work  aacribed 
to  Aristotle,  intitled  Secreia  Seeretoru/n,  cap.  28.     Le  pueJia  mUriia 
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venem),  ed.  Paris,  1520,  leaf  xvb.  [See  also  Pliny,  UhL  Natural^ 
XXV.  2,  3 ;  and  Warton,  I.  244.] 
XZIIL  p.  341.  [This  tale  is  from  Seneca,  Excerp.  Contr.  37.  According 
to  the  Latin  Version  printed  in  Oester]ey*s  Appendix,  p.  625,  No.  217, 
it  is  the  wife  who  poisons  her  son,  and  is  consequently  taken  by  her 
husband  before  the  judge  by  whom  she  is  sentenced  to  be  hanged.] 
XXIV.  p.  342,  1.  15.  '*  Proroins.**  The  A.-Lat.  MSa  vary  as  to  the 
name.  In  Harl.  2270  it  is  Orojunnitu,  and  in  MSS.  Harl.  5259  and 
3132  Fromonius. 

p.  342,  1.  17.  The  text  has  been  amended  in  accordance  with  the 
reading  of  the  A.-Lat  cap.  93, — <Md  invicem  pugnantes, 

p.  342,  1.  20.  "  victorie.**     The  A.-Lat.  adds — ei  damumperrexU. 

p.  343,  L  3.  **  Aungelle.**     A.-Lat. — Angelu$  Lucifer, 

p.  343,  1.  12.  **  Lenyncius."  The  reading  of  the  Cambridge 
MS.  agrees  with  Harl.  5369,  and  W.  de  Worde,  No.  36.  MS.  Harl. 
2270  reads  Leuericus,  and  Harl.  5259,  Leuricus. 

p.  344,  1.  5.  ^  his  sonnes.*  A.-Lat  consilium  $uum :  and  so  W. 
de  Worde, 

p.  344,  1.  18.  "  hym  and  alle  theyme.**  The  reading  of  the  Cam- 
bridge MS.  is  the  correct  one.  A.-Lat  $ecum  omnes  duxii.  For 
''fadir,"  Harl.  2270,  rtA^%  palacium. 

p.  344,  1.  19.  *'  crownede  his  sone.**  W.  de  Worde  adds,  ''  with  a 
lauryate  croune  in  token  of  victorye,  and  boo  he  ended  his  lyfe  in 
pease,**  and  so  the  A.-Lat.  text 

Parts  of  this  story  resemble  Capp.  130  and  142  of  the  printed  Latin 
Edd. 
XX7II     p.   345,  1.  23.  *'  Vomias."     Harl.  2270  reads  OnioM :  Harl. 
5369,  EneoM  ;  W.  de  Worde,  No.  39,  Euas  ;  MS.  Bodl.  123,  Ozia$, 

p.  346, 1.  6.  '<  Eulopins."  Corrupted  into  ''  Sulapyus  "  in  W.  de 
Worde. 

p.  346, 1. 15.  "  enhaunse.**  A.-Lat  erigereni  :  W.  de  Worde,  "and 
lete  make  a  stronge  chamber,**  &c. 

p.  346,  L  19.  '*  fouletbe  not"  This  is  the  true  reading,  as  the  sense 
requires.  A.-Lat  non  violaverit,  W.  de  Worde,  ''who  defoyleth 
these  ymages,  shall  dye  a  fonle  dethe.** 

p.  347,  L  11.  ''not  wele  norishede.*'  Harl.  2270  incorrectly  omits 
the  negative  particle,  reading,  educatui  et  mUritus, 

p.  347,  1.  12.  "to  the  periMhyng,'*  &c.  This  is  unintelligible  as  it 
stands.  HarL  5259,  reads,  adpicfuram  hoitii^  <igili  cursu  currehai^  et 
cum  patibulum  ei  hominem  [set/mim,  Harl.  2270],  iuepemum  vidi$$et^ 
Ac,  W.  do  Worde,  "than  wenthe  he  to  the  galowes,  and  rede  the  poysy 
that  was  wryten  aboue  his  owne  hede,  and  for  drede  thereof,**  &c. 

This  story  is  quoted  in  Felton*8  Sermanes  DominicaUiy  MS.  Harl. 
4,  Serm.  24,  leaf  65b. 
XXXTTT      p.  350, 1. 16.  "  lordshippes.**  The  reading  of  the  Cambridge 
MS.  is  correct^  and  agreea  with  that  of  the  A.-Latin,  cap.  74,  and  W. 
de  Worde. 
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p.  350,  I  17.  ['^  half  Uiaf*    The  word  <'  half"  it  an  inoomct 
intertion  of  the  translator.     A.-Lat  reada  iUmd  dommimm.'\ 

p.  862,  1,  8.  **  one."     A.-Lat  fmun  /  W,  de  Woide, «« yoiira.*' 

This  story  is  one  of  those  quoted  in  Felton*s  SerwumM  Damimeain, 
Ma  Harl.  4,  Serm.  18,  leaf  31b. 

p.  863.  In  the  printed  Lat  Edd«  cap.  77,  the  Emperor  gires 
names  to  his  daoghters ;  to  the  flnt  that  of  iKomstiiJidSa^  to  the  seoond 
that  oi  GraHaplma, 

p^864, 1.  6.  ['<  batafle."    A.-Lat  heUmi] 
,L 


♦  ♦  « 


p.  866,  L  a  ["^  lerabeUe.**     A..Lat  text,  larahoHk.] 

p.  866, 1.  11.  Text  amended  in  aooordanoe  with  the  A.-Lat  wbidi 
reads, /rtsuon  sti  uL 

p.  866,  L  14.  [*'  by  the  bare  flesdie."    A.-Lat /Mxla  earmem  mam.] 

p.  868, 1.  6.  reee  note  to  p.  22,  L  11.] 

p.  868,  L  9.  There  is  an  omission  here,  which  renders  the  passage 
confosed.  The  A.-Lat.  cap.  76,  reads — ^  Nw^  ergo  vidMrnm  quowwh 
BatufaeuM  aeamde  queitianV  At  iUe^  '  Domm$,  teeumda  petido  fjm 
t$t  mj,  eUmenta  meMurare  per  omnei  dimeneionee.  Ecce^  jam  dare 
probe, 

p.  868,  L  13.  ["  lighten  down."]  More  correctly  as  in  the  Cambr. 
Ma     The  A.-Lat.  text  reads,  in  terra  jaeere.     [Compare  p.  860,  L  6.] 

p.  859, 1.  19.  **  the  grace,**  &o.     A. -Lat  gloria  regni  ceUede. 

p.  860,  L  7.  Text  corrected  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat 

p.  360, 1.  8.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat  whidi 
reads — Hbi  plaeabiUi, 

[The  notion  of  the  haman  body  being  composed  of  the  four 
elements  is  referred  to  by  Ovid,  Ifetam,  lib.  I.  26 — 81,  and  is  iie- 
qnently  alluded  to  by  medisval  writers.  Thns,  in  the  English  Terses 
on  Popalar  Science  (prioted  in  Wright's  Popular  Treaii$ee  ofSdeHcee^ 
p.  138)  we  have  a  curioas  accoant  of  the  four  components  of  the  body 
aud  the  influence  of  each  : 

**  Man  hath  of  urthe  ml  his  bodl,  of  water  he  haveth  wete^ 
Of  ejrr  he  haveth  wynd,  of  fur  he  haveth  hete. 
Rch  quic  thing  of  alle  this  foure,  of  aome  hath  more,  other  lasse ; 
Ho  so  heveth  of  urthe  most,  he  is  slou  as  an  asse ; 
Of  vad  colour,  of  bard  bide,  boustes  forme,  and  ded  strong, 
Of  moche  thoght,  of  lute  speche,  of  stiile  grounynge,  and  wraththe  long, 
A  slough  wrecohe  and  ferblet,  fast  and  loth  to  ^ve  his  god, 
Sone  old  and  nogbt  wilful,  stable  and  stedefast  of  mode.**] 

And  so  on  with  the  remaining  three.     See  also  Ormulum^  11. 17,605— 
17,608,  and  Cur$or  Mundi^  ed.  Morris,  p.  38,  11.  517—520 : 

**  of  erl^e  al-ane  made  was  he  [Adam]  nojt, 
Bot  of  |>e  foure  elementes  wrc^t ; 
Of  water  his  blode,  his  flesshe  of  laire, 
His  hete  of  fire,  his  ande  [breath]  of  ayre.** 

The  more  mythic  form  of  the  legend  gives  eiglU  things  as  the  com- 
ponents of  the  body.     See,  for  instance,  the  Anglo-Saxon  dialogue 


KOTia.  407 

between  Satarn  and  Solomon,  printed  in  Tliorpe*8  Analecla,  p.  95,  and 
compare  the  following  from  the  carious  collection  (closely  resembling 
the  preceding)  entitled,  Que$Hon9  bitwene  the  maUter  of  Osnnfard  and 
his  Scotetf  printed  in  Reliq,  AnHq.  I.  230 — "  C.  Whereof  was  Adam 
made  ?  M.  Of  viij.  thingis :  the  first  of  erthe,  the  second  of  fire,  the 
iij****  of  wynde,  the  iiij****  of  dowdys,  the  v^*  of  aire  wherethorongh 
he  speketh  and  thinketh,  the  yj^  of  dewe,  wherby  he  sweteth,  tlie 
Tij^*  of  flowres,  wherof  Adam  hath  his  ien,  the  viij^*  is  salte,  wherof 
Adam  hath  salt  teres.*'  See  also  Nares,  «.  v.  Elements,  and  Pro- 
fessor Skeat's  exhaustive  note  on  P.  Plowman,  G.  Text,  Passus  XI, 
1.  128.1 

JLXViI.*  p.  360.  This  story  [which  follows  the  preceding  without 
any  break]  is  taken  from  the  Latin  printed  Oesta,  cap.  144,  but  in  the 
latter  the  sentences  of  the  philosophers,  which  are  written  on  the  four 
gates  of  the  city,  vary  [being  given  as  follows  :  Primus  scripsit :  Potent 
tia  estjtuticia,  ideo  terra  sine  lege  ;  dies  est  nox^  ideo  terra  sine  via  ;  Juffa 
est  pugnaj  ideo  regnum  sine  hanore,  Seeundus  scripsit :  Unus  est  duOy 
ideo  regnnm  sine  veritate  ;  amicus  est  inimicus,  ideo  regnum  si$ie  fideU" 
tate  ;  malum  est  bonum^  ideo  terra  sinepietate,  Tercius  scripsit :  Ratio 
habei  liceneiam,  ideo  regnum  sine  nomine ;  fur  est  propositus,  ideo  reg^ 
num  sine  pecuniis ;  eorrobola  vult  esse  aquila^  ideo  nulla  discreeio  in 
patria,  Quartus  scripsit:  Voluntas  est  consHiarius^  ideo  terra  male 
colitur;  denarius  dat  judicium  seu  sentenciam,  ideo  terra  male  regHur; 
deus  est  mortuus,  ideo  totum  regnum  peecatoribus  est  rq>letu7n. 

The  same  story,  with  the  sentences  in  English,  is  given  as  follows 
in  MS.  Reg.  5  A.  VI.  leaf  83-- 

^  Legitur  quondam  Begem  quondam  fuisse  qui  habuit  4^Philo8ophos 
in  regno  suo ;  in  quo  regno  roultie  plagsB,  multa  infortunia,  et  multi 
defectus  fiebant  in  populis.  Bex  autem  videns  se  ipsum  nullo  peccato 
mortall  vulneratum,  mirabatur  valde,  et  diligenter  inquirebat  a  pre- 
dictis  4°^  Philosophis  qua  de  causa  hsdo  infortunia  magis  agobantur  in 
tempore  suo  quam  in  tempore  predeoessomm  suorum.  Primus  Phil- 
osophus  dixi^  Mi^t  is  ri^t ;  nude  illud  Tsai»,  69.  Conversum  est 
rotrorsum  judicium,  et  justitia  long^  stetit ;  cormit  in  platea  Veritas, 
et  equitas  non  potuit  ingredi.  Li^t  is  ny^t;  nnde  Ewang :  Vie 
Jiomini  illi  per  quem  scandalum  venit.  Per  eum  scandalum  venit  qui 
alios  malo  exemplo  corrumpit  Dominus  in  Leuitico  dixit :  Time,  in- 
quit,  Dominnm  Deum  tuum,  ut  vivere  possit  frater  tuns  apud  te ;  hocest^ 
nt  sic  vivas  quod  frater  tuus  per  tuum  exemplum  vitam  possit  habere 
non  mortem.  Fi^t  isfti^t ;  nnde  Augustinus:  Bene  agere  et  illicita  non 
prohibere  consensus  erroris  est.  Gregorins :  facientis  procul  dubio  cnl- 
pam  habet  qui  quod  potest  corrigere  negligit  emendare.  Secundus 
Philosophus  dixit  One  is  too:  nnde  Ewang :  omne  regnum  in  se  divi- 
sum  deeolabitur.  Ambrosius ;  sicnt  sine  via  nnllus  pervenit  quo  tendit, 
sic  sine  caritate,  qnsB  dicta  eat  via,  non  ambulare  poesunt  homines,  sed 
errare.  Frtnd  is/oo  ;  hoc  potest  intelligi  qnando  homines  et  preci- 
pue  potentes  voram  pacem  vel  jnstitiam  ant  Dei  eoclesiam  strangn- 
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Uot,  qaibot  priacipaliter  propter  Deiim  miliUre  debercBt  Wmh  m 
teoo  ;  Gfegorias ;  qui  bona  mandi  dOigit^  T«lit  boIU  tUDori  ei  dolori 
bene  •oecumbit  Seoecft ;  avanu  nki  dam  iMiritar  nichfl  beaa  fint 
Tertiot  PbiloaopluM  dixit :  LmM  ha§  Ume  ;  ande  Faalas  ;  n 
caraem  Tizeotia,  morieaiiBL  leRNiimaa;  qai  poat  came 
lanty  in  Teatrem  at  libidinaai  prooi,  qaan  inationalii  jaaenta  repa 
taotnr.  Tkrf  U  reft ;  aada  Jeremiaa ;  rm  qai  adijcaiit  daaiaa 
anam  doq  in  joititia !  Bobartna  LiaoofaiiaoM :  wm  iDia  qui  dieaHl^ 
laciamaa  mala,  at  Teniant  bona,  qaonna  dimaario  joita  ait  I  Prii§ 
koidrf;  onde  in  Pn  :  irritaTaranl  ania  in  adinventioiiiboa  aaii^  at 
moltiplicata  est  in  eis  mina.  DaTid  antem  dixit ;  non  habitabit  ia 
medio  domos  mee  qni  laeit  aaperbiaoi. 

Qoaitoa  Philoeopboa  dixit;  WiiU  is  red;  nnda  per  Plmlmiatam 
dicttor ;  noloit  intelligara  nt  beoeaget  Prorer.  12 :  Tia  atolti  laola 
in  ocnlis  cjoa ;  qui  aotem  aapiena  art  andit  oontiliam.  WpUt  u 
qued  ;  node  P.,  erit  enim  tempna  cam  lanam  doctiinam  non  aaatiBa- 
bont  Aagoa.,  JoTentnti  malorara  hominnm  venennm  ait  qnidqaid 
Tirtna  precipit,  eeca  Tero  qaidqoid  diabolna  raggmit.  Ocod  it  cM; 
unde  in  Pwlmo,  Univeraa  Tanitae  omnia  homo  viTen^  L  TiTaoe 
eecnndom  hominem,  non  aecnndam  Deam.  Angna^  neat  mora  oor- 
poralia  taparat  animom  a  corpora,  ita  peccatom  mortale  ^^imMm  i^ 
yera  Tita,  qnsB  est  Dent.** 

See  alao  Beliq.  Antiq,  p.  51. 

In  Wrigbt*8  Political  Poems,  Camd.  Soc.  p.  254,  in  a  Poem  on  ttia 
breaking  of  the  Charter  by  the  king,  Edward  II,  firom  the  Anchinlech 
MS.  we  find  the  following  version  of  tlie  sayings  : 

**  Ore  esooutex  un  sarmoun. 
Of  iiy.  wise  men  that  ther  were, 

Whi  EngeloDd  is  brouht  adoun. 

The  ferste  seide, '  I  nnderBtonde 
Ke  may  no  king  wel  ben  in  londe^ 

Under  God  Almihte, 
£ot  he  canne  himself  rede, 
How  he  shal  in  londe  lede 
Everi  man  wid  ribte. 

For  might  is  riht, 

Liht  is  night, 

And  fiht  is  fliht 
For  miht  is  riht,  the  lend  is  laweles ; 
For  niht  is  light,  the  lond  is  loreles ; 
For  fiht  is  fliht»  the  lond  is  nameles.* 

That  other  seide  a  word  ful  god 
'  Whoeo  roweth  a^ein  the  Hod, 

Off  sorwe  he  shal  drinke  ; 
Also  hit  fareth  hi  the  unsele 
A  man  shal  have  litel  hele 

Thor  agein  to  swioke. 
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Nu  on  ii  two, 

Another  is  wo, 

And  frend  is  fo. 
For  on  is  two,  tlutt  lond  is  streintheles  ; 
For  wel  is  wo,  the  lond  is  reathelos  ; 
For  frend  is  fo^  the  lond  is  loveles.* 

That  thridde  seide,  *  It  is  no  wonder 
Off  thise  eyres  that  goth  under. 

Whan  theih  oomen  to  londe 
Proude  and  stonte,  and  ginneth  3e]pe, 
Ao  of  thing  that  sholde  helpe 

Have  theih  noht  on  honde. 

Na  lust  hayeth  leve, 

Thef  is  reve, 

And  pride  hath  sieve. 
For  lost  hath  reve,  the  lond  is  theweles ; 
For  thef  is  reve,  the  lond  is  penyles ; 
For  pride  hath  sieve,  the  lond  is  almusles.' 

The  ferthe  seide,  that  he  is  wod 
That  dwelleth  to  muchel  in  the  flod, 

For  gold  or  for  anhte ; 
For  gold  or  tiluer,  or  any  wele^ 
Hunger  or  thurst,  hete  or  ohele, 
Al  shal  gon  to  nbhte. 

Na  wille  is  red, 

Wit  is  qued, 

And  god  is  ded. 
For  wille  is  red,  the  lond  is  wrecful ; 
For  wit  is  qued,  the  lond  is  wrongful ; 
For  god  is  ded,  the  lond  is  sinfuL*  ** 

These  four  proyerbs  in  Engliah  are  also  given  in  Harl.  MS.  7322 
thus^ 

(Mithjl  TRith) 

H  pn'mos  dixit      ^  litb)   f      ^      <  nith3 

(  Fith)  )  (  flitb) 


two 

foo 

wo 


(on     )  f 

f  secundns  dixit    <  frend  f      i<      < 

£  lust  hath  leue 
f  t^rciua  dixit       ^  Jist  if  Bene 

(priede  hath  alene. 

fwil    1  rHed 

f  qvartus  dixit      <wit    >      is      -^qned 

(God  )  (ded 

See  Polit.  Belig.  and  Love  Poems,  R  E.  Text  Soc.,  ed.  Fomivall, 
222.  In  Ma  Douce^  96,  leaf  2db.  we  find  the  proTerba  in  the  foUoi^ing 
form : 
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**  Mmmmm  ft  jmicx,frmwa  ett  wterrmUr  •■  wrhe: 

tyfte  is  donif  iiBM.  ttd  gyto  fa  chap— «  ; 
Lofdes  iMiTe  no  la««^  mm  ehiUvHi  Imiv*  aoa  svil** 

Aootber  Tenion  it  in  lia  Dooee,  107,  fenf  56. 

A  more  modern  copjr  of  the  itorj,  with  n  rather  inller  commeotnij, 
will  be  iband  in  the  ^JmcvIm  Ckrisiiami,  Ma  HarL  S06,  lenf  39; 
ettriboted  to  John  Watton,  by  Wartoo,  iii.  15S.  In  MS.  Cottoa. 
Veepee.  K  xii.  leaf  lOObu  (end  of  14th.  cent)  u  given  another  Ladn 
Tenion  of  the  storj,  where  the  aoene  ia  laid  at  Carthage,  Tbe  King  ii 
Hannibal,  and  instead  of  the  Ibnr  wiae  men,  we  have  Virgil,  and  tha 
sajings  are  again  difierent  from  the  othera.] 
yrgTT  p.  361.  ^  Hamertjnoa.'*  Uari.  5259  reada— Xajnlimw/  HaiL 
406,  M(miiMM$.     Printed  Lat  Edd.—Oaim$. 

p.  361, 1.  4.  [**  Facondia.**     Printed  Lat  Zdd.-^FIonmima.'] 

p.  362,  L  9.  ["  there  is  in  your  empire.**     Lat— ioM  m  flMml»5aa] 

p.  363,  1.  3.  **  that  were.**  Text  amended  in  accordance  with 
A.-Lat. — quotqw>t  fuerunt 

p.  363,  1.  17.  '*  [for]  the  fjrrete  woman,**  &c  In  HarL  2270— Pre 
prima  mulicre  dedit  amime  esse  cum  sapiemtibms  [read  Igpidibms^  with 
Uari.  6259,  and  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  62,] — fm>  secunda  wtgeiars  cm 
arboribus  ;  pro  tercia^  seiUirs  cum  ammaiUms;  pro  quarto^  imitUiffers 
cum  angelis.  See  a  similar  passage  in  the  Moralite  to  No.  44  in  Had. 
7333  (p.  173). 

Tliis  stury  is  probably  a  poor  imitation  of  the  classical  story  of 
Zenxii. 
Xmi.  p.  n65.  In  Ma  Harl.  219,  leaf  31.  It  occurs  originally  in  the 
Vitas  Patrum,  pt.  2,  fo.  ccxxxb.  ed.  W.  de  Worde,  folio  1495,  bat  it 
is  there  related  of  Abbot  Pambo,  who  had  come  to  Alexandria  at  the 
request  of  Athanasins.  It  is  inserted  also  in  MS.  Addit  11,284,  leaf 
124,  from  the  Historia  Tripartita^  lib.  viii. 
XLIY.  p.  366, 1.  2.  ["  sons  deye."  Tbe  text  hss  been  amended  on  the 
authority  of  the  A.-Lat  which  reads — in  brevi  mort^amm.] 

p.  366, 1.  3.  [*'  Beligion.**  This  word  was  frequently  used  in  the 
sense  of  a  religions  order,  and  tbe  word  religious  in  the  sense  of  one 
who  had  entered  such  an  order.  Compare  P.  Plowman,  C.  xi.  88,  **  ia 
ronne  into  religunx^  and  Wyclif  s  Works,  ed.  Arnold,  iii.  437.] 

p.  366,  1.  13.  ''  beholdynge,**  &c.  A.-Lat — Attends  igitur  quod 
mors  est  clava  imperatoris,  que  nemini  parcit ;  hie  est  malleus,  Ac. 

This  tele  is  in  Ma  Hari.  219,  leaf  29,  wiUi  the  title— i>0  quodam 
filio  divitis,  cUmstrum  intrante.  It  occura  likewise  in  MS.  Addit 
11,284,  p.  108,  where  it  is  ascribed  to  Odo  de  Ceriton  ;  and  in  MSL 
Hori.  463,  No.  43. 
XLV.  p.  364.  This  is  one  of  the  fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  composed  in 
the  12th  century,  and  may  be  found  in  MS.  Arundel,  292,  leaf  19b. ; 
Ma  Hari.  219,  leaf  28  ;  Ma  Hail.  206,  leaf  112;  and  Ma  Harl.  3938^ 
loaf  118. 
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ZLVI.  p.  365,  1.  22,    [''that  oo.**     <'I  have  corrected  the  text  in 
accordance  with  the  reading  of  the  A.-Lat.  MSS. — ex  parte  wia.**] 
p.  366, 1.  19.  [Hosea  ziii.  8.] 

p.  366, 1. 82.  This  '<  ensample  **  is  wanting  in  the  Lat.  text  of  Harl. 
219,  leaf  6b.  from  which  the  present  translation  is  made,  intitled — De 
Oauiero  querente  locum  ubi  $emper  gauderei.  It  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  A.-Lat  cap.  4,  part  of  which  is  repeated  with  a  different  Morality 
in  cap.  72.  It  is  quoted  in  Bromyard's  Summa  Predicant,  t.  Aseendere^ 
A.  XXV.  11,  and  is  briefly  told  in  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  128b.  In 
substance  it  is  the  same  with  cap.  101,  of  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  but 
related  with  much  yariation.  [Another  version  is  in  MS.  Addit 
11,679,  leaf  103,  back.] 

ZLYII.  p.  369.  donybeare  classes  this  story  among  those  derived  from 
the  Vitae  Patrum^  but  it  does  not  occur  in  that  work,  nor  have  I  met 
with  it  in  any  of  the  collections  of  stories  I  have  consulted. 

XLVin.  p.  367,  L  30.  Text  amended  on  the  authority  of  the  A.-Lat 
which  reads— €ormm. 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  8 — De  Aquila  dolente  oculoe,  et  vccavU 
corvum  ad  eanandum  eum.  It  occurs  also  in  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf 
112,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v.  Cbfrn/mm,  C.  xi.  42.  In  all 
probability  it  is  one  of  the  fables  composed  by  Odo  de  Coriton. 

XIIX.  p.  368.  In  MS.  HarL  219,  leaf  8 — De  quodam  Ikerato  et  lako. 
p.  369,  1.  16.   '^draffe  of  grapes.**     Lat. — vifiaced  uvarum;  et 
nota  quod  idem   est  draeta  in  cervina  quod  e$t  vinacium  in  vino^ 
leaf  8b.      [See  Prot  Skeat*s  note  on  the  word   in  P.  Plowman, 


C.  xii.  9.1 
This  aU 


ISO  probably  belongs  to  Odo*s  collection. 
L.  p.  370, 1.  13.  ['*  deyntethly."    This  is  the  early  Northern  form,  from 
the  Welsh  dain  taidd^  delicate,  toothsome  ;  from  dani^  a  tooth.     Com- 
pare p.  874, 1. 1  from  bottom.] 

p.  370,  L  19.  ^  A  laborers  life.**     Lat — vOam  Idborioeam. 

p.  370, 1.  21.  ["  lobe."     Chapt  xxL  13.] 

In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  22, — De  <mno  nmulanU  §e  ii^rmum  ;  and 
MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  112b.     Probably  from  Odo. 
£1.  p.  370.      In  Ma  Harl.  219,  leaf  22b.— De  gaXUna  eolligente  putto$ 
suoi  contra  mihmm.     Probably  frt)m  Odo.     It  is  inserted  also  in  the 
Dialog.  Creatur,  MoralisaL  D.  118. 

p.  371, 1.  7.  ["  lobe."  Chapt  xxiv.  20.] 
LIL  p.  371.  One  of  Odo*8  collection,  borrowed  from  iEsop,  or  the 
romance  of  Renard.  See  Orimm*s  Reinkart  Fuche,  pp.  363,  421,  8*. 
Berlin,  1834.  It  occurs  in  MS.  Arundel  292,  leaf  16b.;  Harl. 
219,  leaf  23  —  De  vulpe  qui  dicitur  Reynardue  obmante  Teberto 
murikgo;  MS.  Addit  11,284,  leaf  6b.,  and  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  v. 
Sapientia^  S.  iiL  14.  See  the  numerous  references  to  the  fiitbnlists  for 
this  story  in  Robert's  Fahlee  Ineditee,  tom.  ii.  p.  227,  8*.  1825.  In 
Germany  it  has  become  a  popular  tale.  See  6rimm*s  Hau»-M&rehm^ 
I  391,  and  note  iii.  129. 
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p.  371, 1.  27.  Text  amended  in  accordance  with  Lat  which 
uHiMiiifiieio  mao. 
Un.  p.  372.  From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  MS.  Amndel  292,  leaf  14,  and  Ma 
Harl  219,  leaf  U—IM/armiea  eolUgmU  CMmuimMfrmmmUL     Alao  in 
Ma  Addit  11,284,  leaf  19,  with  a  different  moral 

p.  372,  1.  24.  [The  ill  praotioea  of  diahonest  execnton  were  a 
common  theme  amongat  earij  writers: — thoa  Bobeit  de  Bnmna 
aay»— 

^  Of  alle  £idt  ^Aat  beiyn  name 
Fak  eieeutottfi  are  moiie  to  Uame ; 
pe  pope  of  ^  ooorte  of  Bom«^ 
A^eni  hem  jjrf^  he  harde  dome 
And  oime^  nem  yn  cherchys  here 
Fonre  tjmei  yn  ^  jere.** 
HafuUi^n§  Spme^  ed.  FamiTall,  6259 — 6264.    See  alw 
P.  Flowman,  G.  zxiii.  293,  and  B.  ziL  258.] 

■ 

LIT.  p.  372, 1.  2  from  hottom.  "  wolfe.**     Lat — UpuM, 

p.  373, 1.  2.  <<  here."     Lat — Berengariui,  id  e$t^  urtui. 
p.  373,  L  8.  **  beatialle  lenynge."     Lat — hestialiler  vivmtmm. 
From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  Ma  Amndel  292,  leaf  14b. ;  Hari.  Ma  219, 
leaf  24 — De  lupo  dsfuneto.     It  is  quoted  by  Doaoe,  lUugiratiamM,  iL 
.346,  and  Grimm,  Remhari  Fwclu^  p.  447. 
LVL  p.  373.  From  Odo  de  Ceriton,  Ma  Amndel  292,  leaf  15b. ;  Ma 

Harl  219,  leaf  25 ;  and  Ma  Harl  463,  No.  60. 
LTn.  p.  374, 1. 19.  [*"  Sittcth."*  A  misUke  of  the  copier :  read ''  fighteth  " 
in  accordance  with  the  A.-Lat.  reading — ^ni^rfiat] 

p.  374,  I  21.  [See  the  Proverbs  of  Hendyng,  ReUq,  AnHq.  L  111, 
and  the  Owl  and  NighUngcUe,  I.  174  : 

**  *  Wei  fijt  )«t  wel  fli3t,*  tei\>  \>e  wise."] 

From  the  same  source,  MS.  Amnd.  292,  leaf  20b. ;  Harl  219,  leaf 
28b.  QuaUUr  lupui  ei  lepu$  $ibi  obviaverunt,  acid  Harl  3038,  leaf 
116b.  It  is  quoted  also  by  Bromyard,  Sumtna  Predicant,  y.  Omatut^ 
O.  vil  17. 
LVm.  p.  374.  From  the  same  collection,  ^la  Addit  11,284,  p.  10 ; 
MS.  Harl  219,  leaf  30 — Qualiter  rusticus  inoitatus  fuit  a  dommo  iuo 
ad  convivium  ;  and  MS.  Harl.  3938,  leaf  123b.  It  is  also  quoted  in 
Felton*s  Sermones  DominicaleSf  Ma  Harl  4,  leaf  7. 

p.  374,  1.  1  from  bottom.  [*^  doynteth."     See  note  to  p.  370, 1  13.] 
p.  375, 1.  5.  [*'  leromye  the  Prophete.**    Jeremiah  ii.  18.] 
LDL  p.  375.  This  story  is  in  Vincent  of  Boauvais,  Spec  Hiet,  sir.  cap. 
79,  extracted  from  the  Life  of  Saint  Basils  and  so  in  MS.  Addit 
11,284,  p.  50,  and  in  the  Vitas  Patrum^  pt  1,  leaf  Ixsb.,  bnt  much  fuller, 
cap.  Ixii.,  ed.  W.  de  Worde,  1495.     The  Senator  is  there  named 
Prothenu,      [It  has  been  versified  by  Robert  de  Brunne,  Handlyng 
SynMy  ed.  Furaivall,  pp.  7 — 12.] 
LX.  p.  377.  In  the  Vitae  Patrum,  pt  2,  leaf  ccxlb. 

p.  377, 1  12.  ["  forsake."    Perhaps  we  should  read  "  forsoke.**] 
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LXI.  p.  377.  In  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  15— De  quodatn  canonico  ieculari 
et  filia  aijutdam  JudH  htxurioie  amantibus.  It  is  also  inserted  in 
Herolt*8  Prompiuar,  Exemphrum,  lit  C,  exempl.  xxxt.  from  the 
Dialogues  tf  Cce$ariu»f  composed  in  1222. 

LXII.  p.  379.  In  MS.  Addit.  11^84,  p.  102,  thero  is  a  similar  story,  but, 
instead  of  a  nail,  a  drop  of  blood  falls  into  the  scale. 

£XV.  p.  380.  This  was  a  most  popular  story,  and  occurs  in  many 
theological  ¥rriters.  It  is  quoted  by  Bromyard,  Summa  Predicant,  v. 
Peniientiaj  P.  viii.  17,  and  by  Herolt,  Sermonee  de  Temp.  Ixii.  Y.,  and 
Prompt.  Exemplorum,  lit  P.  Ix.,  where  the  Viridarius  Is  named  as  the 
authority.  It  occurs  again  also,  with  much  more  detail,  lit  P.  cxxiiit, 
and  the  scene  laid  at  Meydeberg  in  Saxony.  Oliver  Maillard,  a 
popular  French  preacher  of  the  15th  cent,  has  borrowed  it  in  his 
S^^no  de  Justttia^  printed  at  the  end  of  his  Quadrageeimale  opue,  leaf 
clxxi.b.  12^.,  Par.  1512,  and  it  may  be  found,  with  some  variations, 
in  MS.  HarL  2316,  leaf  55  (a  collection  of  stories  made  about  1360). 
In  Ma  Addit  11,284,  leaf  96,  a  similar  tale  is  related  of  an  English 
clerk  named  Oliver,  in  the  reign  of  Heniy  the  Third. 

p.  381,  1.  1.  [*Miem."     Probably  we  should  read  "  heuyn."] 
p.  382,  1.  12.   ['*  comes  and  sees."     Tlie  Northern  form  of  the 
imperative,  which  comes  in  very  strangely  amongst  other  southern 
forma] 

LZVI.  p.  383, 1.  10.  ["  He  fat  prayeth,"  &c.  Qui  pro  alio  orat,  pro  se 
ipso  laborat,  a  sentence  of  very  frequent  occurrence.] 

XJLViI.  p.  384,1.  4.  '^hore-coppis,"  t.  e.,  children  bom  in  adultery; 
Lat.  Jilioi  epurioi.     The  term  is  unusual :  see  glossary. 

This  story  in  popularity  surpasses  even  the  last,  and  is  related  In 
various  forms.  The  English  version  is  immediately  taken  from  the 
Lat  text  in  MS.  Harl.  219,  leaf  14,  and  the  same  tale  with  variations 
is  in  MS.  Harl.  2316,  leaf  58,  and  in  Herolt.  8erm.  de  TVmp.cxxv.  C. 
and  Prompt.  Ex.  lit  C,  ex.  xxiv.  A  similar  story  is  told  of  a  chap- 
lain  in  Sussex,  named  Oodfredus,  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8b.  and  the 
English  religious  poem,  called  ^*  The  Trental  of  St.  Gregory,"  MS. 
Cott.  Galig.  A.  ii.  leaf  86,  and  MS.  Cambr.  Kk.  I.  6,  [see  footnote, 
Introduction  p.  xix.]  is  founded  on  a  legend  of  the  same  kind.  The 
appearance  of  the  lady  in  torments  is  imitated  likewise  in  the 
romance  of  "  The  Awntyrs  of  Arthur,"  pr.  in  Laing's  Popular  Poetrt/, 
4^,  1822,  [and  Three  Metrical  Romances,  Camd.  Soc,  ed.  Robsuii, 
stanza  X.  See  also  a  metrical  version  in  tlie  Handlyng  Synne,  ed. 
Fumivall,  pp.  103—5.] 

p.  386.     In  MS.  Harl.  219,  lear24,  intitled— D«  quodam  diviie 
muUas  habens  vaccas, 

p.  386.  I  am  ignorant  from  what  treatise  of  Bede  this  story  is 


y 


extracted.     It  is  not  in  his  historical  works. 

[A  *' Jurour*'  was  a  person  of  considerable  importance,  combining 
the  duties  and  anthority  of  a  county  magistrate  and  the  Iteadborough 
of  a  town.     Spelman,  Olossarium,  gives  **  Jurati  Alias  dicuntur  qui 
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•d  ■imilitoduiem  Aldermaimoram  Tills  priBfiiiit  raginrioL'*  Ori^oallyr 
•n  elecUve  office,  in  coone  of  time  it  became  hereditary  in  certain , 
families.] 

IZXL  p.  388.  The  same  story  differently  told  is  in  MSw  Harl.  2316, 
leaf  9,  and  is  similar  in  the  latter  part  to  a  tale  in  Herolt*s  Ptam^ 
ErempL  C.  xxTiiL 

T.TTTT  p.  390.  In  Ma  HarL  406,  leaf  98,  where  the  authority  as 
stated  to  be  Jaoobos  de  Vitrisco,  Uie  well-known  author  of  the  Amna 
Legmda^  and  again  in  Hen>lt|  Prompt  Exempi  M.  xxx.  where  Petms 
deAmore,  L  ii  is  cited. 

T.TTTTT  p.  392.  In  lia  Hari.  219,  leaf  34,  with  the  title,  De  qwidam 
9olUanoper  viiam  trwueu$Ue, 

y-^^^^  p.  393.  In  Ma  HarL  219,  leaf  34,  A  qwMdam  muUert  Mam 
vitoM  tmun  aperienU  mto  ea^fe$$orL  Also  in  Ma  Addit  11|2S4,  p. 
87,  but  the  scene  is  placed  at  London.  Bromyard  quotes  the  story, 
T.  Cbi/esno,  C.  vi.  63. 

[A  somewhat  rimilar  but  longer  tale  is  in  the  printed  Latin  Gfrnta^ 
No.  XIII. ;  see  appendix.] 

LXjlVU.  p.  394.  This  is  tlie  same  stoiy  as  the  fabliau  in  Meon,  II. 
256,  De  la  reine  qui  itta  ea  eeneechoL     See  Le  Grand,  y.  147. 

p.  394, 11.  13 — 16.  [There  is  some  oonfosion  here  doubtless  owing 
to  the  scribe,  who  appears  to  have  partly  repeated  two  lines.] 

LXXnn.  p.  396, 1.  2  from  bottom.  ["^  Bogere  Denysi'*  This  doubt* 
less  means  Ogier  le  Danois,  one  of  the  celebrated  Dauze  poire  of 
Chariemagne.  See  my  edition  of  Sir  Ferwnbrae.  £.  £.  Text 
Society.     Macharie  in  the  Bomanoe  appears  as  Malkare.] 

p.  397,  L  10.  [*'  Aubry  of  Mundider.**  Sir  Aubry  was  anotlier 
of  the  Doveepaire^  but  he  is  here  incorrectly  described  as  *' of  Man- 
dider.**  In  Sir  Ferumhrae  we  find  '*  Berard  of  Montdisder,"  also  one 
of  the  celebrated  knights  of  Charlemagne.] 

p.  398, 1.  7.  ["  naymes.**     Another  of  the  Dimze  paire^ 
p.  399, 1.  9.  ["Galaren."     Probably  a  corruption  of  "Gwenelon.'* 
See  iS»r  Ferumhrae,  11.  302 — 305.] 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  eiory  in  the  whole  collection, 
end  will  at  once  be  recognized  as  the  well-known  tale  of  the  Dog  of 
Montargie,  The  earliest  shape  in  which  it  has  yet  been  traced,  is  an 
anecdote  related  of  Pyrrhus  by  Platarch,  in  his  treatise,  De  eolertia 
Animalium,  0pp.  IL  969,  ed.  Frank.  1509  ;  and  with  some  variations 
the  same  narratire  is  inserted  in  the  Latin  Beetiarium  of  the  12th 
cent,  or  earlier,  MS.  Addit.  11,283,  leaf  10.  Of  the  story  in  the  present 
Ma  the  late  Mr.  Douce  writes  thus,  in  1826,  to  the  Bevd.  Wm. 
Conybeare— *'  That  of  Charlemagne^s  wife  Sibily  (a  lady  nowhere  else 
to  be  found)  is  the  story  of  the  dog  of  Montargis.  /  cannot  conceive 
whence  it  ie  iaken,*^  It  is  somewhat  surprising  Mr.  Donee  should  not 
have  been  acquainted  with  the  '*  Dieeertation  eur  le  chien  de  Jfontar- 
gie  **  of  M.  Ballet,  inserted  in  \\\e  Dieeertatlons  eur  la  mythologie  Fra»- 
joif«,  12**.  Pari«,  1771,  pp.  64 — 92,  in  which  he  might  have  found. 
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that  the  tale,  as  it  appears  in  tbe  English,  is  precisely  the  same,  bnt 
faller,  told  by  Albcric  (a  monk  of  tbe  Cistercian  Abbey  of  Troi» 
FonUUnes^  in  the  diocese  of  Liege)  in  his  Chronicle,  which  ends  with 
the  year  1241,  Leibnitz,  4^,  1798,  sub  a^  770.  For  his  anthority  he 
expressly  quotes  a  French  romance,  in  the  following  words-^"  Super 
repudiatione  predictie  reginsB,  qusB  dicta  est  Sibilla,  a  cantoribu$ 
GalUcis  pulcherrima  ccnkxia  uifahuloy  de  quodam  nano  \rtad  nano] 
turpissimo^  cnjus  occasione  dicta  regina  foit  expulsa ;  de  Alberico 
milite  Montis  Desiderii,  qui  eam  debuit  conducore,  ^  Machario  prodi- 
tore  occiso  ;  de  cane  veuatico  ejusdem  Alberici,  qui  dictum  Macha- 
rium  in  prssentia  Earoli  Parisiis  duello  miserabili  devicit,**  &o.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  romance  of  the  Carlovingian  cycle 
is  not  at  present  known  to  exist,  as  it  would  have  formed  an  admir- 
able companion  to  the  beautiful  Rovmuib  de  Berte  ous  gram  PUm^ 
published  by  M.  Paris,  12".,  1832,  bnt  it  is  in  some  measure  presenred 
in  an  old  Spanisli  yersion,  entitled  Hyitoria  de  la  reyna  SehUla^  4*. 
Sev.  1532,  of  which  a  copious  abstract  is  given  by  Wolf^  in  his  inter- 
esting essay,  Ueher  die  neueeien  LeUtangen  der  Franzoeenfur  die  Her" 
tttugabe  ikrer  NaUofuU-Heldengediehte,  8".  Wien,  1833.  pp.  124— 158. 
The  same  story  is  referred  to  *'  nt  in  Qestis  Caroli  Magni/  by  Petrua 
Berchorius  in  his  Dictionary,  y.  Caniiy  III.  308,  ed.  1831,  and  it  is 
curious  to  observe  that  the  entire  history  has  been  interwoven  into 
tiie  Euglish  romance  of  Syr  Trycanore  (in  Utterson,  I.  5) ;  a  fact 
uu noticed  by  George  Ellis,  in  his  analysis  of  this  romance,  IIL  182. 
With  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  story  at  a  later  period  as  an  his- 
torical occurrence  of  the  reign  of  Charles  V  (1364 — 1380),  and  refer- 
ences to  the  French  writers  who  have  thus  regarded  it,  see  the  Dis- 
sertation of  Ballet  above  noticed,  and  WolTs  Note  to  his  Essay  above 
cited,  p.  137.  ^ 

T.xVy  p.  399.  This  story  is  taken  from  St  Anselm,  but  from  what  part 
of  his  writings  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  scene  of  the 
Devil  and  his  imps  has  been  copied  into  many  other  legends.  It  is 
versified  in  Robert  de  Brunne*s  Hcmdlyng  Synne  ;  [ed.  Fumivall,  p. 
368],  and  occurs  in  Latin  in  Felton*s  Sermome  Dominicalee,  pt.  2, 
Semi.  15,  D ;  Ma  HarL  6396,  and  M&  Sloane,  4029,  leaf  197b. 

LZXXI.  p.  401.  Another  version  of  the  story  commented  on  above, 
No.  LXVII. 

LXXXTL  p.  402, 1.  27.  [James  ii.  19.] 

LXXXIII.  p.  403.  [^  to  presenta  with  cure  worthy  kyng<  ** :  that  is,  to 
present  our  worthy  king  with.  The  preposition  wilh  is  not  uncom- 
monly thus  placed  immediately  after  its  verb.  Thus  we  find  in  P. 
Plovnnanj  C.  I.  133,  *^  to  dosye  with  henene,**  to  close  heaven  with  : 
and  again,  B.  II.  116,  **  to  wratthe  with  treuthe,*'  to  enrage  Truth  by.** 
So  in  Chaucer,  Sqmre'i  Tale,  471,  *'  to  helen  with  your  hurtes,**  to 
heal  your  hurts  with.] 

LXXXVL  p.  406.  From  Bede*a  Eiei.  EccUeiaelka,  lib.  V.  cap.  13,  p.  ^ 
198,  ed.  Smith.     It  is  versified  [by  Robert  of  Bnwne,  HaMyng 
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8pme^  ed.  FimiiTally  p.  138]  and  quoted  bj  Bronjaidy  Smmmm  Frt- 
diamL  t.  DetperaHo^  D.  If.  5. 

p.  406,  L  24.  [*«tbe  totbero  day" :  the  oext  or  lollowio|r  ^7-] 
Cdnm.  p.  408,  1.  9.  [''chemeny  ** :  fireplace.     This  ietfaepioper 
loeaiiiB^  of  the  word  from  Let  eamimm.     See  Piot  8keel*s  note  on 


P.  PUmmum  15,  x.  94,  end  tuy  note  on  8Sr  FermtmbroM^  L  88S2.1 
LUXVllL  p.  409.  A  einiiler  legend,  loeeliaed  et  Loiidon,  iet<Ad  by 
Fdton  in  bie  SermomM,  pt  2,  Serni.  40,  Ma  HerL  6396.  Another  ie 
rdated  by  Bromynd,  t.  Dt^ptmiio^  D.  IL  8,  of  e  man  who  refneed  te 
repent  mtfl  deeUi  approeched,  and  then  replied  to  the  entreatiea  of 
hie  mother  thne,''*  Mode  nimis  tarda  eet;*  et  addidit, « Mater,  cMtabo 
tibi  cantieom,'  et  nioepit  eic^  *  Worlpei  hUmt^  haf  god  duff,  for  ye 
loew  f  iomai,  y<  won  tefyfamif  .'** 

p.  409,  L  23.  [^he  lafte  no  membre  of  eritte  bat  that  ho  aware 
therby."    See  note  to  p.  410,  1.  23  below.] 

p.  410,  IL  3,  4.  ['*  But  if  be  wolde  amende  hym  or  he  deyed.*" 
Tbeee  worde  appear  to  be  nnneceeMrily  repeated  by  a  alip  on  the 
part  of  the  acribe.] 

p.  410,  L  23.  \^  with  thy  grete  othee  then  haate  thoa  rente  hym.**] 
Compare  p.  409,  1.  23  above.  Chaucer,  Penomm  TaU^  De  /ro,  eaye : 
— **  For  Cristes  sake  swere  not  so  siDQefblly  in  ditmembrw^  tif  Critt^ 
by  eoole,  herte,  bonei^  and  body  ;  for  certoe  it  semetb,  that  ye  thinken 
that  the  cursed  lewes  dismembrcd  him  not  ynoagh,botye  dUmemhrt 
him  more : "  and  again,  Pardonertt  Tale,  L  472 : 

*'  Her  othes  been  so  grete  and  so  dampnable, 
That  it  is  grisly  for  to  here  them  swere ; 
Our  hlissed  lordei  hod$  tkqf  to-tere :  '* 

So  also  in  the  ComplaitU  of  the  Plowman^  Wrigfat*8  Political  Songe, 

Roirs  Scries,  I.  311  :— 

**  These  wollen  make  mee  to  swers 
Ayenst  Christes  commaandement ; 
And  Cknttes  membree  all  te^tere 
On  rood  as  he  were  new  y-rent/' 

See  also  Barclay,  Ship  of  FooU^  ed.  Jamieeon,  I.  27,  and  other  pas- 
sages quoted  in  Prot  Skeat's  note  to  Chaucer,  Pardonerte  Tale,  474, 
to  which  add  Ocdeve,  De  Megimine  Principum,  p.  23 : 

'*  To  the  taveme  quykly  I  me  spedde, 
And  pleide  at  dyce  while  the  nyght  wolde  endure. 
There  the  fourmere  of  every  creature 
DUmewibrede  J  with  othes  grete,  and  rent 
Lgm/rom  Igm,  or  I  thens  wont.** 

See  also  Crowley's  Epigrams,  E.  E.  T.  See.,  ed.  Cowper,  p.  19.     The 
whole  iucident  as  narrated  in  our  tale  has  been  versified  by  Robert 
de  Bmnno,  Handlgng  Sgnne,  pp.  23 — 6.] 
XC.  p.  412.  In  the  work  of  Bromyard,  so  often  quoted,  y.  Invidia,  L 
vi.  19,  is  a  tale  of  the  same  kind,  [as  follows : — 

^De  altero  fertur  qui  ad  imperatorem  Fredericom  veniens  cum 
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fructibtts  qtios  miidttim  dilexit,  iogressum  habere  non  potait  nisi  jan- 
itori  lacri  promitteret  medietatem.  Imperator  vero  in  fhictibuaJllia 
delectatns^  eom  coegit  nt  aliquid  peteret,  qoi  petiit  at  sibi  centum 
ictas  dari  pneciperet.  Cujus  causam  cum  imperator  cognovisset 
8U08  ictas  leviter,  alterias  vero  graviter  solvi  jassit"  MS.  Beg.  7  £. 
iv.  leaf  249. 

He  immediately  before  mentions  another  story  in  which  one  man 
voluntarily  parts  with  one  of  his  eyes,  in  order  that  another  may  lose 
both.  This  also  occnrs  in  Gower.  A  similar  tale  forms  the  subject 
of  a  novel  in  Sacchetti^  nov.  cxcv.]  But  a  nearer  coincidence  with 
the  story  before  as  may  be  seen  in  the  English  romance  of  Sir 
Cleges,  printed  in  Weber^s  Metrical  Bomancea^  I.  331.  Many  other 
imitations  conld,  no  donbt,  be  added. 

XCI.  p.  416, 1.  12.  ''  Donete,**  u  e.  Grammar,  so  called  from  Donatos, 
the  grammarian.  [The  Donet  into  Crieten  rtUgiotm  and  The  foUmef 
to  the  Donet  are  titles  of  two  works  of  Pecock,  often  qooted  in  his 
Repressor,  In  his  introdaotion  to  the  first-named  he  says  : — **  As  the 
comoun  donei  berith  himsilfe  towards  the  full  kannyng  of  Latyn,  so 
this  booke  for  goddis  laws ;  therfbre  this  booke  might  be  conveniently 
called  The  Donet^  or  key  to  Gristen  religioun.**  See  Cotgrave,  i.  v. 
Donat,  and  Prompt  Parv.  p.  126.] 

This  fable  occors  in  Bromyard,  v.  AecusaUo^  A.  z.  8  (MS.  Beg.  7, 
E  iv.,  leaf  20,  back),  and  is  borrowed  fix>m  one  of  the  namerous 
romances  of  Eenard,  See  Grimm^s  Reinhart  Fuchs,  pp.  clxxxviiL  1, 
and  432,  BP.  1834. 

p.  416,  1.  16.  [On  the  pride  of  baiUeSj  &c.,  see  B.  de  Brunne, 
Handhjng  Synne,  1.  3072.] 

XCII.  p.  419.  The  source  of  this  story  is,  in  all  probability,  a  fabliau 
in  Meon,  II.  411,  and  Le  Grand,  v.  87,  intitled  Du  Sougretain  de 
Bethleem,  I  find  it  also  in  Latin  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  No.  129  (written 
temp.  Edward  II.)  and  in  MS.  Addit  11,284,  leaf  104. 

ZCIIL  p.  422 ;  ZCI7.  p.  424 ;  and  ZOTL  p.  426.  In  all  probability 
these  legends  are  extracted  from  some  collection  of  the  Miracles  of 
the  Virgin,  but  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  to  find  them  in  the 
many  volumes  I  have  turned  over  to  illustrate  the  preceding  tales. 

W.  de  Worde  I.  p.  429.  In  several  MSS.  of  the  A.-Lat.  Oesta  this  story 
is  prefixed  to  the  usual  series.  This  is  the  case  in  MSS.  Harl.  5369  ; 
Beg.  8,  F.  vi. ;  Bodl.  123  and  857  ;  Graves,  54  ;  and  Douce,  101.  In 
the  English  translation  by  B.  P.,  printed  in  1703,  it  stands  as  No.  11. 
It  is  cited  by  Felton  in  his  SermaneSy  MS.  Harl  4,  leaf  39b.  See  the 
Notes  to  the  similar  story  from  the  printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  60,  at 
p.  469. 

IL  p.  431, 1.  6.  [*'  a  vertuons  tre.**  Lat  arborem  que  in  se  magnam 
habuit  viriutem  sic  quod  omnes  infirmi  qui  de  fructu  ^us  eomederant^ 
sanilatem  prisUnam  habuerwU  eaooepla  Upra*  In  the  Moralite,  Upira  is 
explained  as  desperado  de  nUsericordia  dei  que  didiur  esse  peccaiwn  in 
spiritum  sanctum^  ergo  non  saivabUur  nee  hie  neefiUuroJ] 


p.  4S1,  L  8.  [">  an  J*  Ml  Todar  the  ertiia  «d  abooo  tfie  «ftlML*  la 
Um  Luliii  Venkm  priatod  bj  Oartorlcy  in  hit  iljgiiito,  No.  196,  the 
reading  hero  is  mum  quod  e$i  mA  imra,  bat  in  tlie  Monlilie  it  it  cor- 
rectly, daimr  mtb  ei  n^er.'l 

p.  431,  L  15l  [•«  all  7*  it  grato  wd  male.'*    In  Oeilerifl7% 
offUM  quad  erai  m  altUmdim  ei  m  fUMuCo/tf.] 

p.  432,  I.  30.    [*'m  dywreta  pbj^jcyoo:"  Lat 
barber<«org«on.] 

p.  434,  laat  line.  [<*holj8eriptiiraL*  I  have  bean  nnable  to  trace  tiiii 
lefiBrence  to  ita  aoiiieai  J 

This  atoiy  fonna  pert  of  a  tale  among  the  jPoMW  Eslrw9a§amim  of 
Sorg'a  .^&qp,  laK  13w  In  the  Oennan  Ma  tranalation  of  the  Ottia^ 
Ma  Addit  10,291  (written  in  1420)  it  ia  cap.  la  [It  idnna  diapt.1 
of  the  edition  of  1703.  Gompare  tale  No.  262  in  the  Appendix.] 
m.  p.  435,  1.  29.  [''hym,"  I  26,  ^'her."  A  similar  confiHion  of 
genders  oocofb  at  p.  17,  a  23,  26,  and  p.  243,  H  1,  17,  27. 

This  is  a  Babbinical  tradition,  'told  originally  of  King  Solomon, 
when  building  the  temple.  It  may  be  fonnd  in  Petma  Oomcator% 
Hiitoria  JSekokutiea^  3  Kings,  cap.  3,  from  idiom  it  ia  borrowed  by 
Genrase  of  Tilbury,  in  hia  Oiia  ImperiaUa^  cap.  104,  and  thence  in 
Petros  Berchorius,  JUdmcL  Mcralit,  lib.  xiv.  oi^  9.  It  is  also 
quoted  from  Comestor  in  the  Ma  treatise  [wrongly  attributed  to 
Wyolif]  called.  The  last  Age  of  Ike  CShnvA,  preaerved  in  Trini^ 
College,  Dublin.  [See  alao  Vincent  of  Beauyais,  Sjpeeulum  Aotero/^ 
XX.  170.] 
17.  p.  436,  1.  17.  [In  the  printed  Let  Edd.  the  emperor's  name  h  giren 
as  ClaudiueJ] 

p.  436, 1.  19.  [*<  vpon  a  daye.*'  Lai  Edd.— cum  eemei  m  sfrote  i«o 
jacuieeeL  It  was  a  maxira  of  Tbemistocles,  that  his  daughter  had 
better  marry  a  man  without  an  estate,  than  an  estate  without  a 
inan.] 

p.  436,  1.  24.  ["poore  and  wyse."  Lat  Edd.  add — quern  rex 
diUxerat  In  the  original  text,  Socrates  does  not  oome  to  the  emperor 
to  ask  for  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  but  is  sent  for  and  addresaed  by 
the  emperor,  as  ft>11ow8  : — **  *  Cbrt^Mtme,  numquid  tibi  placet  JUiam 
meam  in  cof^ugem  accipere  f '  Ei  Ule :  *  foam,  dcmine  peropUmeJ*  ** 
Then  the  emperor  states  the  condition  upon  which  he  can  have  her 
to  wife,  aod  says — **  eligee  ergo  earn  accipere  vel  dimiUeref  **] 

p.  437,  1.  8.  [^  and  wepte  bytterly."  Here  in  the  original  Lat. 
Edd.  comes  the  following  passage  : —  '*  Dum  eic  eeeei  la  dolore^  rex 
A  lexander  in  eademforeeia  venabatur.  Milee  quidam  A  lexandri  SocraUm 
vidit^  ad  eum  equitabai  et  aU  ei:  *  Cariseime,  cujue  Homo  eef*  Et  Ule : 
*  Homo  ialie  domini  eum  ego,  quod  eervue  domim  mei  eet  dominue  domixi 
tui.*  Ait  milee  :  *  Non  eet  mqjor  domino  meo  in  toto  mundo :  eed  ez 
quo  taUa  dicie  ducam  te  ad  dominum  meum  et  audiemue,  quie  eet  domiame 
tuue,  de  quo  tot  et  tanta  preeumiej'  Cum  autem  coram  rege  Alexamdro 
ductue  fuieeetj  ait  ci  rex:  *  Carieeimef  quie  eet  domimu  tuue,  de  quo  taUa 
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dicitj  quod  iervui  ^ut  fit  domifuu  meus  V  AU  iUe:  ^  Domntu  meug 
est  raciOf  tervui  ^fu$  voluntas,  tie  e$t  ergo  quod  tu  per  voluntatem  hiam 
regnum  tuum  et  non  per  racionem  hucueque  gubemaeti,  Ideo  senmi 
domini  meiy  hoe  est  voltuUa$y  est  dominue  ftitM.*  Audiens  hee  Alexander 
ait :  *  Oarieiime,  prudenter  reepondieH,  vade  in  pace,^  Ab  ilia  die  eepii 
rex  regnum  mum  racione  gubemare,  et  non  voluntate,  Socrates  vera 
solus  forestam  iniravit  et  flevU  amare  pro  sua  eonjuge,  Senex  quidam 
venit  ad  eum,**  Ac] 

p.  437,  ].  16.  ["  after  my  cooncejrll."  Lat  Edd.  add — uxor  tua  est 
de  sanguine  regum  :  cum  rex  nUnutus/uerit,  uxor  tua  pectus  et  ubera  Uniat 
de  sanguine  patris  sui^  deinde  m  istaforesta  tree  herbas  invenies,  &c.] 

p.  438, 1.  5.  [''  for  he  Lath  power,"  &c.  Not  in  the  Lat  Edd.  which 
reads — Alexander,  qui  venatus  est,  est  homo  mundanus  qui  poeius 
regulatur  voluntate  quam  racione,  sedper  sacram  doctrinam  emmdaJtmr. 
8%  per  peccaium  infeetus  en,  prima  Unias  pectus  tuum  cum  sanguine,  i.  e. 
recentem  memoriam  de  Christi  passions  habeas  in  corde  :  deinde  eoUige 
tree  herbas,  scilicet  eonfessionem,  contricionem  et  satisfactionem :  de 
piima  facias  pocionem,  scilicet  de  peecatis  semper  dolere,  de  aliis 
emplastrum,  i.  e.  penitenciam,  et  sic  sanitatem  pereipies,  ut  sic  per 
consequens  ad  divicias  vHe  eteme  promoveri  possis,  ad  quam  nos  perducat, 
&c.  This  tale,  as  narrated  in  the  original  Lat  text,  is^  from  the 
extraordinary  manner  in  which  Alexander  the  Great,  Socrates,  and  a 
Roman  Emperor  are  jumhled  together,  one  of  the  most  carioas  in  the 
whole  collection.] 

Tyrwhitt  refers  to  Gower,  Confess,  Amantis,  lib.  iii.  for  this  story, 
bot  it  is  not  there.  It  is  qnoted  by  Felton  in  his  Sermones,  MS.  Harl. 
4,  leaf  44b.  In  the  MS.  German  translation,  MR  Addit  10,291,  it 
is  cap.  22.  [The  latter  part  of  this  apologue  is  in  Alphonsus,  De 
Clericali  Disciplina,] 
V.  p.  438, 1.  16.  ["  moche."     Lat  tenerrime,] 

p.  438, 1.  20.  [*<  thy  wyll  shall  be  falfylled."  Printed  Lat  Edd. 
sAdrr-rex  vero  vertebai  se  adparietem  et  emisU  spiritum,  Jilius  vera  mitis 
honorijice  eum  tradidU  sepulture.     See  note  to  p.  72, 1.  20.] 

p.  438,  L  28.  ["*  fynysshe  his  lyl**  Printed  Lat  Edd.  add—FUius 
regis  hec  audiens  intra  se  eogitabat:  lam  inveni  quern  diu  quedvi^ 
accessit  ad  regem  etflexis  getdbus  eum  salutavit,  Ac] 

p.  439,  1.  5.  [**a  more  fole,**  Ac.  Lat  Edd! — non  inveni  torn 
magnum  stultum  et  infatuatum  quam  vos,  &&] 

p.  439, 1  9.  [''  myschenons  deth.*'     Lat — mala  morte,'\ 

p.  439,  1.  21.  ['*  folea  &  ydeotes,*  &c.  Lat.— /oltiif  qui  magi$ 
mundum  et  ea  que  in  mundo  sunt  appetunt,  quam  deum.  Bex,  qui  per 
unum  annum  regnavit  potest  did  quiUbet  homo  in  hoc  mtmdo  existens,  qui^ 
licet  centum  annis  vivet,  est  tamen  quasi  una  hora  respectu  vite  future,  et 
tamen  nan  desisUt  miser  homo  die  ae  nocte  laborare,  et  post  mortem  m 
exilium,  u  e.  in  ittfemum  poni,  si  eum  pecealo  mortaU  deeedat,  ubi  nuda 
if^finita  inveniet,  Et  pauei  sunt  ^  de  isto  exilic  eogitant  Faeiamus 
ergo,  Ac] 
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This  ■tor]r  (omitUiig  the  Moralite)  has  been  previooslj  printed  n 
the  BdntpteUm  Bmntw^u.  p.  328,8*.  1820,  end  in  Hsrtriiorae*B  Book^ 
RariUu  qf  Ckmbridge^  8*.  1829.     The  fiction  is  of  Ssstera  origin,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Gaidonne,  MiUmgn  d^  ktL  OrimL  i.  68,  and  became 
popolar  in  Europe  finom  its  Conning  part  of  the  romance  of  Bariaam 
and  Joeaphat,  Fte.  BeiL  lib.  zr.  cap.  17,  the  Greek  text  of  which  is 
printed  in  the  JoArtedb  ifer  Xito'.,  V6L  xxri.  p.  83,  and  thenoe  qnoted 
in  Ma  Addit.  11,284,  p.  64,  and  Bromyard^  Stmma  Fndkaminm  t. 
QitmrWf  Q.  i  3.    It  lonns  cap.  74  of  the  Latin  printed  Chtta,  and 
01^  6  of  the  A.-Lat  M8SL,  and  in  the  MS,  Gennan  translation  capi 
41.    From  the  Ottia^  it  has  been  Terrified  in  Uie  Geiman  work  called 
Dmr  Bmmer^  Frankfort,  1549,  leaf  16,  and  is  freqoentlj  citad  bj  later 
writers. 

p.  440, 1.  2.  *<  Edfenne."  Printed  Lat  Edd.  cap.  4,  read  Osaor. 
In  lia  Had.  5369,  O^Temnif,  which  is  a  c^mroption  from  EtfemiamM 
in  less.  nari.  2270  and  5259. 

p.  440,  L  a  [**  shdde  be  at  her  wyU,"  Ac.  Printed  Lat  Edd.— 
Ml  eUeiumB  mmUmM  mmI  uirum  vir  mori  debertt  vd  mm  sms  dote  m 

WBOT€M  due€t§tA 

p.  440,  L  19.  ['^  Goddee  mercy.**  Printed  Lat  Edd.—^  nqrit, 
i.  e.  viokU  duos  muHera  9eiUcU  jtuUciam  ei  mi$eneordiam,  ^me  mmi 
amb€  JilU  deL  The  Lat  Edd.  omit  the  passage  in  W.  de  Worde's 
▼errion  down  to  the  words  "  hath  very  oontrycyon,**  and  then  con- 
tinae : — Raptor  eoncocatur  coram  judice^  qucmdo  amma  $eparaimr  a 
eorpore.  Prima^  tciUcei  juiticia^  contra  peccatorem  aHegal^  ekmaUter 
eum  debere  mori  per  legem  juiticie ;  eed  aUera,  eciUcet  mieerieordia 
dhina  allegata  quod  per  cotUricionem  el  confeeeionem  ealvahitmr.  Idea 
Mtudeamus  eic  deo  pla/certj\ 

This  is  chapter  60  of  tlie  German  MS.  translation.  MS.  HarL 
10,291. 

[Amongst  the  old  Manx  '*  Temporal  Costomary  Laws,**  1577,  occnrs 
the  following : — 

**  If  any  man  take  a  woman  by  constraint,  or  force  her  against 
her  will,  if  she  be  a  wife  he  mast  suffer  the  law  for  her.  If 
she  be  a  maid  or  a  single  woman,  the  Deemster  shall  giro  her  a 
rope,  a  sword,  and  a  ring :  and  she  shall  have  her  choice  to  hang 
with  the  rope,  cut  off  his  bead  with  the  sword,  or  marry  with  the 
ring."     N.  &  Q.  4tb  Ser.  iv.  418. 

In  Rdiq,  ArUiqwE,  i.  281,  theHbllowing  allusion  to  the  subject 
occurs : — 

^** '  Of  life  and  dath  nowe  chuse  the, 

There  is  the  woman,  here  is  the  galowe  tree.' 
'  Of  boothe  cboyoe  harde  is  the  parte ; 
The  woman  is  the  warsse,  driue  forthe  the  carte.*  *' 

John  Manningham's  Diary,  printed  by  Sir  W.  Tite,  has  the  fol- 
lowing entry  on  this  subject  at  p.  102,  under  date  December  12, 
1002  :— . 
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**  It  18  the  custome  (not  the  lawe)  in  Fraunce  and  Italy,  that  yf  anie 
notorious  profeseed  strumpet  will  begg  for  a  husband  a  man  which  is 
going  to  execution,  he  shal  be  reprieved,  and  she  may  obteine  a 
pardon,  and  marry  him,  that  both  their  ill  lives  may  be  bettered  by 
so  holie  an  action.  Hence  grew  a  jeast,  when  a  scoffing  gentlewoman 
told  a  gentleman  shee  heard  that  he  was  in  some  danger  to  have  been 
hanged  for  some  villanie,  he  answered,  *  Truely,  madame,  I  was  feard 
of  nothing  soe  much  as  you  would  have  begd  roe.' 

**  In  England  it  hath  bin  vsed  that  yf  a  woman  will  beg  a  con- 
demned person  for  her  husband,  shee  must  come  in  hir  smocke  onely, 
and  a  white  rod  in  hir  hand :  as  Sterril  said  he  had  seen. 

«  Montague  tells  of  a  Piccard  that  was  going  to  execution,  and 
when  he  sawe  a  limping  wenche  coming  to  begg  him,  'Oh,  shee 
limps,  she  limps  !  *  sayd  hee,  '  dispatch  me  quickly,'  preferring  death 
before  a  limping  wife." 

H.  A.  Kennedy,  in  N.  dt  Q.  4th  Ser.  iv.  417.] 

XXVni.  p.  441, 1.  2.  "  Andromyke."   A.-Lat—Andronicus.   [«  Aboue 
all  thynge  loued  melody."     The  A.-Lat  text  adds — ciconie,'] 

p.  441,  1.  4.  [''and  dranke  of  that  water."  A.-Lat. — §emel 
hibiiutj] 

p.  441, 1.  6.  ["  sholde  be  incontynent  freshe  agayn."  Not  in  the 
A.-Lat.  text 

p.  441,  1.  17.  ["  vpon  a  daye."     A.-Lat — hora  quadam  mmdia,'] 

p.  441,  1.  18.  [*'  the  syghtyngale."  A.-Lat— ocohm,  MS.  Harl. 
5369,  dcada^ 

p.  441,  I.  29.  ["  without  hurte  or  dethe."  A.-Lat — mne  mamtum 
violencia,'\ 

p.  442, 1.  2.  [*'  wherefore  he  sente  ....  to  have  his  counceyll." 
Not  in  the  original.] 

p.  442,  1.  21.  [*'  dydo  auoutry."  A.-Lat  adds — cum  alio  ave,  sc. 
cum  phihmena,  qui  est  masculuiJ] 

p.  443,  1. 13.  [^  The  nyghtyngale,"  &c.  There  is  a  confusion  here 
which  the  A.-Lat  text  enables  us  to  clear  up — Ciconia  que  tarn  dulciter 
cantabat  super  arborem  est  anima  que  est  sponsa  OrisH  residens  super 
arbcrem  saere  doctrine,     Cantus  e/tM  est  oracio  devota,  &o. 

The  A.-Lat.  text  in  reading  ciconia  agrees  with  Chaucer  who 
speaks  of 

**  The  st&rke  wreker  of  avouterie.** 

Asstmblie  of  Fndes,  1.  S41. 

'*  This  bird,*'  6a3rs  Speght  (Gloss,  in  voc,),  '*  breedeth  in  the  chimney- 
tops  of  houses,  and  as  it  is  written  of  him,  if  the  man  or  the  wife 
commit  adultery,  he  presently  forsakcth  the  place.  And  as  Aristotle 
saith,  if  his  female  play  false,  he  will,  if  he  can,  kill  her;  or  else  utterly 
forsake  her."  Alexander  Neckham,  De  Naturis  Rerum  (Roll's  Series^ 
ed.  Wright),  pp.  112,  113,  gives  an  exactly  similar  tale,  from  which 
the  following,  which  is  cap.  82  of  the  printed  Lat  Edd.,  appears  to  be 
taken. 


51S  Kom. 

**  Qoidam  mflet  ermt,  qai  cattram  pnldMnimam  htbebst.  mapm  qao 
due  doooie  DidificalMuit ;  lob  cMtro  erat  fbu  cUrnt,  in  quo  cioooM 
•olebaot  ae  UalDeare.    Aocidit  qood  femelU  pnlloc  prodazit^  maacalos 
Tero  per  temm  rolabeti  lit  pollie  cibam  eolligeret     Illo  abeonta 
feunelU  est  AdoltermU,  aed  motequam  maacaliis  reoiret  ad  Ibateoi 
daeoenderat,  at  ae  lavaret,  ne  maacoloa  fBtoram  adulterii  aeDtiraL 
Milea  cam  aepioa  hoe  Tidiaaet^  adioirabatiir«   footeoi   dauait^  oa 
cicoola  ae  laTaret  rel  baloearet;   ilia  Tero  com  footem  claoaom 
Tidiaaet  et  non  potent  ae  laTare,  poat  adalterium  oooimiaBom  ad 
nidam  eat  reTcraa.     Maacaloa  Teaiena  et  aeocieiia  adalterii  fetorem, 
iiide  TolaTit  et  iofra  diem  natoralem  aeeam  moltitadinem  cicooiarom 
daxit  et  in  preaenda  militia  eam  oodderant** 
Compare  alao  cap.  181  of  the  Let  Edd.] 
ZXXVJLL  p.  433.  An  imitation  of  the  8criptaral  atorj  of  the  Pcodigal 
Son. 


ADDITIONAL   NOTE. 

EK.  MS.  Hari.  7333,  p.  23.  A  poem  foanded  on  thia  tale  ia  printed  hy 
Piokerton  io  hia  Scotish  Poems,  1792,  III.  189,  with  the  tide  ''The 
Blady  Sork,  a  Pioaa  Fable,  made  by  Maater  Robert  Henderaon.** 
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APPENDIX. 


8H0RT  NOTICES  OF  TALKS  IN  THE  PBINTBD  LATIN  EDITION  OP 
THE  QESTA,  AND  NOT  FOUND  IN  THE  ENGLISH  MSB. 

{The  tales  are  numbered  as  in  the  printed  edd^  and  where  a  number  is  shipped 
it  mill  be  understood  that  the  tale  corresponds  with  one  in  the  English 
versions.     See  the  OomparmHve  Table,  p.  zxix.) 

I. 

Story  of  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor  "  Pompeias,**  who,  eladiog  the 
gaard  set  over  her  by  her  father,  elopes  with  a  certain  duke.  They  are 
pursued  by  a  fightiog-man  (jpugil  fords)  in  the  retinue  of  the  Emperor, 
who  slays  the  duke  and  leads  back  the  princess  to  her  father,  to  whom, 
after  some  time,  she  is  reconciled.  The  story  concludes  with  an  account 
of  six  gifts  presented  to  her  on  her  betrothal  to  a  noble  of  the 
country.     (In  Holkot^s  Moralitate$^  24.) 

II. 

The  Emperor  Titus  established  a  law  that  sons  should  be  bound  to 
support  their  parents.  The  story  tells  how  there  were  two  brothers, 
one  of  whom  has  a  son,  who,  against  his  father's  wishes,  supports  his 
uncle  when  in  distress  and  poverty.  In  course  of  time  the  positions  of 
the  two  brothers  are  changed,  and  the  son  is  obliged  to  support  his 
father.  The  uncle,  now  rich,  declares  that  as  his  nephew  had  been 
disobedient  to  his  father's  wishes  he  shall  not  be  his  heir,  to  which  the 
nephew  replies  that  as  he  had  only  acted  in  accordance  with  the  law 
he  ought  not  to  suffer  for  so  doing.  (From  Seneca,  Controvenia^  lib. 
I.  1.     Fatruus  Abdicans,) 

in. 

Story  of  an  adulteress,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  is  thrown 
from  a  lofty  precipice.  She,  however,  miraculously  escapes  uninjured, 
on  which  the  judge  sentences  her  to  be  again  thrown  down,  but  on  her 
protesting  that  the  law  does  not  allow  anyone  to  be  punished  twice  lor 
the  same  offeocei  dianuMeo  her.    (From  Seneca,  Cbnipav.,  I.  3.) 

GRSTA.  8S 
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VI. 

Story  of  aa  emperor  and  his  wife  who  enter  into  a  solemn  agreement 
that  neither  shall  sarviye  the  other.  The  emperor,  while  abaent  in  a 
distant  part  of  his  empire,  in  order  to  pro^e  his  wife,  causes  a  report  of 
his  death  to  be  carried  to  her.  The  empress^  on  hearing  it,  throws 
herself  from  a  precipice,  bat  withoot  injuring  herself  greatly.  8he  still 
wishes  to  fulfil  her  promise,  but  is  dissuaded  by  her  father.  (Seneca, 
Cmtrov.,  IL  10.) 

xn 

Of  a  man  who  refuses  to  attend  at  Mass  when  celebrated  by  a  certain 
priest,  whose  private  life  was  immoral,  and  how  it  is  shown  to  him  that 
the  sins  of  the  priest,  who  is  only  the  minister  or  means,  cannot  affect 
the  goodness  of  the  sacrament 

xin. 

Story  of  an  empress  who  having  given  birth  to  a  child  of  which  her 
own  son  is  tlie  father,  murders  it  in  order  to  escape  detection.  Some 
of  the  blood,  however,  falling  on  her  left  hand  forms  there  four  circular 
marks  which  cannot  be  effaced,  and  to  hide  which  she  is  obliged 
constantly  to  wear  a  glove  on  that  hand.  The  Virgin  Mary  appearing 
in  a  vision  to  the  confessor  of  the  empress  discovers  to  him  the  crime, 
and  through  him  promises  pardon  and  forgiveness  to  the  empress  if  ahe 
will  confess  her  sin.  (In  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  SpeeuL  Hi$i.^  7.  93L 
Compare  a  somewhat  similar  story  in  No.  Izxiv.  of  MSu  Addit,  p.  393.) 

XV. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  life  of  St  Alexias,  son  of  Eufemian,  a 
Noble  and  Senator  of  Rome.  (The  story  is  well  known  from  the  metrical 
versions  from  the  Laud  MSS.  108  and  463 ;  Cotton  Ma  Titus  A.  xxvi. ; 
the  Vernon  MS.  and  MS.  Trinity  Coll.  (Oxford)  57,  edited  for  the  Early 
English  Text  Society,  by  Mr.  Fumivall,  1878.) 

XVL 

Story  of  an  emperor  of  Rome,  who,  while  digging  out  the  foundations 
for  a  palace,  finds  a  golden  coffer  encircled  with  three  rings,  and  with 
an  enigmatical  inscription  on  it  Expendi,  donavi^  servavi^  habtU^  habeo^ 
perdidi,  punior;  primo  quod  eipendi  habuif  quod  donavi  haheo.  Calling 
together  his  nobles  and  wise  men,  he  lays  the  inscription  before  them 
and  enquires  its  meaning.  The  answer  does  not  explain  the  whole  of 
the  inscription,  the  last  two  sentences  being  omitted. 

XVIII. 

Story  of  Julian,  of  whom  it  was  predicted  that  he  should  be  the 
murderer  of  his  parents.  To  escape  this  fate  he  leaves  his  home  secretly 
and  departs  to  a  fiur  dlstaot  land  where  he  marries.     His  parenta  in 
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their  search  for  him  arrire  at  his  house  and  are  received  by  his  wife, 
who  g^ves  ap  to  them  her  own  bed.  Jaliao  returning  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  and  finding  two  persons  in  his  bed,  slays  them,  thinking  that 
lie  has  caught  his  wife  in  the  act  of  adultery.  On  learning  the  truth  he 
gives  way  to  grief,  and  the  story  concludes  with  the  visit  of  an  Angel 
to  Julian,  to  assure  him  that  his  crime  has  been  pardoned.  (See 
Golden  Legend,  ed.  1493,  leaf  90,  and  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints,  Ma 
Bodl.  1596,  leaf  4.) 

XIX. 

A  story  in  which  Cesar  and  Pompey  are  introduced,  and  the  well- 
known  tale  of  the  passage  of  the  Rubicon  by  the  former  narrated. 
(From  Lucan,  Pharsalia,  I.  185 — 192.) 

XXI. 

The  story  (from  Herodotus,  vii.  239)  of  Demaratus,  king  of  Sparta, 
who  while  living  in  exile  at  the  Persian  Court,  becomes  aware  of  the 
dboigns  of  the  king  against  his  countrymen.  Although  smarting  under 
the  sense  of  the  wrongs  done  to  him,  he  determines  to  thwart  the  plana 
of  the  Persian  monarch  by  sending  information  to  Sparta.  lu  order  to 
do  so  secretly  he  covers  the  writing  on  the  tablets  with  wax,  so  that 
nothing  is  visible.  The  Spartans  on  the  receipt  of  the  tablets  are 
perplexed,  but  the  device  is  discovered  by  Gorge,  the  wife  {not  sister) 
of  the  Spartan  King  Leonidas. 

xxn. 

A  law  of  the  Egyptians  that  whosoever  declared  their  gods  Isis 
and  Serapis  to  be  other  than  immortal  should  suffer  an  ignominious 
death. 


How  the  heart  of  a  certain  emperor,  who  had  died  from  poison, 
resisted  the  effects  of  fire,  until  coTored  with  theriaque. 


Of  a  certain  enchanted  garden  into  which  fools  only  were  admitted, 
and  in  which  they  always  met  with  death.  (See  Maundeville,  ed. 
Halliwell,  chapt  xxvii,  pp.  277-8.) 


A  tale  similar  to  that  in  MS.  Harl.  7333,  No.  9,  except  that  the  lady 
in  this  case,  when  wooed,  pats  the  memorials  of  her  deliverer  out  of 
sight,  and  forgets  her  vows.     See  Notes  to  No.  IX.  p.  451. 

ZXVI. 

Of  a  king  who  obliged  his  illegitimate  son  to  wear  a  dress  of  two 
different  oolonrs  and  qnalitiet,  lo  tiiat  when  he  looked  at  the  poor  half 
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lie  might  be  kept  free  from  pride,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  sight 
of  the  rich  half  might  prevent  him  from  giving  way  to  despair  or  too 
great  humility. 

XXYUI. 

Story  of  the  crafty  manner  in  which  an  old  hag  (vetula)  indaced  an 
empress  during  the  absence  of  her  hosband  to  yield  to  the  solicitations 
of  a  yonng  man,  whose  addresses  she  had  long  resisted,  by  persaading 
her  that  her  little  dog  was  formerly  a  woman,  and  had  been  so  trans- 
formed in  consequence  of  her  cruelty  to  her  lover.  (In  Alphonsas,  No. 
11.  See  also  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Sages,  pp.  zviii,  xix.  Le 
Qrand,  FabUaux^  iv.  50,  and  compare  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Laim 
Sioriesy  Percy  Soc.  p.  16,  from  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  20,  back.) 

XXDC. 

Of  a  certain  judge  who  for  corruption  was  flayed  by  the  orders  of 
the  emperor  and  his  skin  placed  on  Uie  seat  of  judgment,  in  order  that 
his  son,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  him,  might,  if  ever  tempted  to 
give  a  corrupt  sentence,  be  deterred  by  the  sight.  (Told  of  Sisamnea 
and  Cambyses  in  Herodotus,  V.  25.) 

XXX. 

This  corresponds  partly  with  Chi^t  45,  MR  HarL  7333.  See  the 
Notes  to  that  tale,  p.  480. 


Story  of  the  sayings  of  Seven  Sages  at  the  death-bed  of  Alexander. 

XXXII. 

A  saying  of  Seneca  to  the  effect  that  no  worm  can  be  produced  in 
the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  from  poison,  while  if  a  body  be 
struck  with  lightning  in  a  few  days  it  will  be  full  of  them.  (NcUtar. 
QuoisL,  XL  31.) 

XXXIII. 

A  tale  best  told  in  Cliaucer*s  words — 

**  Than  tolde  he  me  howe  on  Latumjus 
Gompleyned  to  his  felawe  Ariua, 
That  in  his  gardyne  growed  such  a  tre 
On  which  he  seide  that  his  wyues  thre 
Hangged  hem  selue  for  hertes  despltouiL 
'  O  leue  brother/  quod  this  Arioua, 
*  Teue  me  a  plant  of  that  blisful  tre, 
And  in  my  gardjme  planted  shal  he  be.*  '* 

MV<f  of  BailC%  Preambls,  11.  757—764. 

(From  Cicero,  De  Oratore,  II.  69,  and  also  in  the  DUswuio  ad  Rufinum^ 
de  rum  dricenda  uxar&^  of  Walter  Mapes,  two  MSS.  of  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  Notes  to  tale  X.  of  Uari.  7333,  p.  452.) 
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XXXIV. 

Of  the  seven  maxims  which  Alexander  learnt  from  his  tntor^ 
Aristotle. 

XXXV. 

An  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Roman  nobles  celebrated  a 
reconciliation  between  two  enemies  by  sacrificing  a  lamb. 

XXXVI. 

Of  the  answers  of  a  sage  to  the  four  qnestions — (1)  What  is  man  ? 
(2)  To  what  is  he  like?  (3)  Where  is  he?  and  (4)  Who  are  his 
companions  ? 

XXXVU. 

How  a  serpent,  which  is  called  pervas,  not  being  able  to  climb  ap  to 
the  Dests  of  the  eagle  on  whose  yonng  it  preys,  emits  a  poisoDOUs  breath 
which  is  fatal  to  the  young  birds,  and  how  the  eagle  as  a  safeguard 
keeps  in  its  nest  a  certain  stone,  called  achates,  which  has  the  property 
of  driving  away  the  noxious  air.     (Pliny,  SUt.  Natural^  XXXV.  21.) 

XXXVIII. 

The  story  goes  tiiat  in  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Henry  II.,  when 
a  certain  city  was  being  besieged  by  its  enemies,  a  dove  descended  in 
the  town,  round  whose  neck  was  found  a  letter,  in  which  was  written, 
^  A  generation  of  dogs  is  coming,  and  will  be  a  quarrelsome  race, 
against  whom  thou  wilt  have  to  defend  thy  laws.**  (Pliny,  Hist. 
Natural,,  X.  63.) 


Of  two  brothers,  between  whom  existed  the  greatest  enmity,  in  so 
much  that  one  laid  waste  the  estates  of  the  other.  The  emperor  hearing 
of  this  determines  to  punish  the  offender.  The  latter  immediately 
hurries  to  his  brother,  begging  him  to  forgive  him  what  he  had  done, 
and  to  shield  him  from  the  emperor's  vengeance.  The  injured  brother 
pardons  him  and  reconciles  him  to  the  emperor.  (From  Felton^s 
JSermones.) 

XL. 

Story  of  a  knight  who  suspecting  that  his  wife  was  unfaithful, 
emplo3rs  a  certain  clerk  to  find  out  the  truth.  This  the  clerk  does  by 
feeling  the  pulse  of  the  lady,  when  he  notices  that  it  beats  faster  when 
the  name  of  her  suspected  lover  is  mentioned. 

XLI. 

The  story  of  Cosdras  (Codrus),  king  of  Athens,  who  sacrificed  htm- 
aelf  to  save  his  country  from  the  Dorians. 
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XLII. 

Of  a  pillar  at  Roma,  whereon  were  the  letten,  P.  P.  P.     8L  &  8. 
R.  R.  R.    F.  F.  F.  and  the  explanation. 

XLIII. 

Of  Cortina  (here  called  Marona  AniliueX  who  durew  himielf  into  the 
gnlf  which  had  opened  in  the  Fonim  at  Rome. 

XLIV. 

Of  a  certain  artisan  who  offered  to  make  for  the  Emperor  TiberiQa 
glass  of  snch  a  nature  as  to  he  nnhreakable.  l^berios  enquiring  how 
this  coald  be  done,  the  man  replies  that  he  alone  possesses  the  secret^ 
whereapon  the  emperor  orders  him  to  be  beheaded,  saying, ''  If  this  art 
should  become  general,  gold  and  silver  would  be  of  little  Taloe." 
(From  Pliny,  HUt  NaL,  lib.  zzxyf.  cap.  16.) 

XLVI. 

Of  a  man  who  collected  so  many  leaves  from  seven  trees  aa  to  be 
unable  to  carry  tliem.  He  is  assisted  by  three  strong  men,  but,  when 
leaving  the  wood,  he  falls  into  a  pit  and  is  crushed  by  the  weight  of  his 
load.  The  chapter  concludes  by  stating  that  if  the  '*  ashes  of  glass  ** 
(einerei  vitri),  i.  e.  pounded  glass,  be  placed  under  the  bark  of  any  tree 
in  which  a  crow  has  built  its  nest,  so  long  as  it  remains  therOi  the  bird 
cannot  hatch  any  eggs. 

XLVII. 

Of  a  Danish  king  who  felt  such  reverence  for  the  three  Magi  that  he 
msde  a  pilgprimage  to  Cologne  where  their  bodies  were  religiously  pre- 
served and  presented  to  each  a  golden  crown.  On  his  return  to  his  own 
land  the  Magi  appear  to  him  in  a  vision  and  present  him  with  three 
caskets,  the  first  containing  gold,  the  second  myrrh,  and  the  third 
f  rsukiDcense,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  that  at  the  end  of  23  years 
he  is  to  reign  with  them  in  heaven. 

XLVIII. 

Of  the  brazen  bull  of  Phalaris,  the  inventor  and  constructor  of 
which  was  its  first  victim.  (See  Ck>wer,  Confessio  Amantis^  lib.  vii  leaf 
161,  back.) 

xux. 

How  a  certain  dncbess  betrayed  a  castle  to  Conan,  king  of  Hun- 
gary, on  condition  that  he  should  marry  her.  He  fulfils  his  promise, 
but  on  the  next  day  orders  her  to  be  put  to  death,  after  having  been 
publicly  abused.  (Evidently  founded  on  the  classical  legend  of 
Tarpeia.) 
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LI. 

The  reMODS  given  by  Tiberias  for  allowing  the  goyernora  of  pro- 
vinces to  remain  so  long  in  office.     (Aristotle,  Rhetoric^  IL  20.) 

MI. 

Of  the  noble  condact  of  Fabias  Mazimns,  who,  having  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  Hannibal  for  the  redemption  of  the  Roman  prisoners 
which  the  Senate  refused  to  confirm,  sold  his  only  property  and  with 
the  proceeds  paid  the  amount  himself.  (This  is  narrated  in  Livy,  xxii. 
cap.  23.) 

Lin. 

How  a  certain  woman  of  Syracuse  was  accnstomed  to  pray  for  the 
life  of  Dionysius  the  tyrant,  her  reason  being  that  if  he  were  to  die,  his 
place  might  be  filled  by  even  a  worse  tyrant.  (This  is  one  of  the 
Fables  of  Odo  de  Ceriton,  taken  from  Valerius  Maximns,  VI.  2,  Ex.  2. 
Another  version  from  MS.  Addit  11,579,  leaf  97,  back,  and  MS.  Arundel 
292,  leaf  13,  is  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  Stories  (Percy  Soc.  1842),  No. 
LI.  p.  49,  which  ends  with  the  proverb — '*  Selde  comet  the  lattere  the 
bettere."     See  Douce,  Illustrations,  II.  541.) 

LIV. 

How  the  Emperor  Frederic  If.  built  a  wonderful  marble  gate  on  a 
bridge  at  Capna,  upon  which  statues  of  the  emperor  himself  and  two  of 
his  judges  were  sculptured.  Over  the  head  of  each  statue  and  above 
the  gate  were  certain  inscriptions. 

LVI. 

Of  a  prince,  who,  finding  that  he  is  the  object  of  the  envy  of  a  cer- 
tain merchant,  invites  him  to  his  palace,  and  entertains  him  at  a  dinner 
at  which  the  food  is  served  out  of  a  human  skull.  In  his  bedchamber 
the  merchant  finds  two  skeletons  hanging  from  tlie  oeiling.  The  prince 
explains  these  circumstances  and  proves  to  the  merohant  that  riches  do 
not  always  bring  with  them  happiness.     (In  the  Heptamcron,  32.) 

LXV, 

Story  of  a  king  who  in  travelling  comes  to  a  place  where  the  road 
divided  into  four.  Here  is  a  sign-post  with  inscriptions  referring  to 
each  of  the  four  roads.  The  king  reads  the  inscriptions  and  determines 
on  following  the  first  road,  the  notice  as  to  which  is,  "  Oh  king,  if  tliua 
ridest  by  this  way,  thou  wilt  find  good  hospitality  for  thyself,  but  thou 
wilt  lose  thy  steed,  and  be  compelled  to  return  on  foot.'* 

LXIX. 

The  story  of  the  wonderful  shirt  belonging  to  a  carpenter,  whioh 
retained  its  original  whiteness  so  long  as  his  wife  remained  faithfnl  to 


530  4FFMXBVL 

him,  and  of  the  fortunes  of  three  soldiers  who  tempted  her.  (Tliis  is  the 
story  of  the  Wright^s  Chaste  Wife,  edited  for  the  KB.  T.  Society  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  FumiTall  from  a  MS.  in  the  Lambeth  Libraiy.  See  a  somewhat  simi- 
lar tale  quoted  iu  Mr.  Wright's  ed.  of  the  Seven  Saget,  p.  zIti.  It  first 
occurs  in  an  early  French  fabliau,  entitled,  De  la  dame  qui  aUrapa  un 
jprStre,  unprSvdt,  ei  unforesHer  (see  Le  Grand,  iv.  246) ;  and  in  Lydgate 
with  the  title  of  1%9  Tale  qf  the  Lady  Priorees  and  her  three  8uUor$,  It 
•Ibo  forms  the  gromidwork  of  Massinger*s  play  of  The  PictmreJ) 

LXXVI. 

Of  the  wonderful  friendship  and  marvellous  cleveme«  of  two  phy- 
sicians^ and  of  the  firiendly  trial  of  skill  between  them. 


Fable  of  the  ass  who,  noticing  the  familiarity  of  his  mastei^s  lap- 
dogs,  and  how  well  they  were  treated,  thought,  '*  If  I  were  to  sing  and 
dance  before  my  master,  and  put  my  feet  round  his  neck,  he  would  feed 
me  also  with  dainties,  and  fondle  me.** 


Story  of  a  hermit  who,  seeing  an  innocent  man  unjustly  condemned, 
doubts  the  justice  of  God,  and  determines  to  return  into  the  world, 
and  how  it  was  shown  to  him  that  the  judgments  of  God  are  not  as 
those  of  men.  (This  tale  is  the  groundwork  of  Pamell*s  HermiL  It 
occurs  also  in  MS.  Harl.  463,  leaf  8,  with  the  title  De  Angela  qui  duxU 
Heremitam  ad  diterea  Hoepitia.) 

LXXXIV 

How  a  lady  gave  to  her  lover  a  falcon,  to  which  he  became  so 
attached  as  to  forget  his  vows  to  her.  The  lady  kills  the  bird,  and  thus 
regains  the  affections  of  her  lover. 

LXXXVIII, 

Story  of  a  prince  who  destroyed  his  enemies  by  the  cunning  strata- 
gem of  feigning  flight,  and  leaving  behind  him  drugged  wine,  of  which 
they  partook  freely,  and  thus  fell  an  easy  prey  to  him.  (In  Herodotus, 
I.  207^  and  Valerius  Maximus,  VII.  4,  Exter.  2.) 

LXXXIX. 

How  a  certain  king  left  by  will  to  his  youngest  son  a  precious  rinpr, 
and  how  it  was  distinguished  from  others  resembling  it  by  its  miracul- 
ous powers.  (This  story  is  in  the  Decameron^  first  day,  Nov.  3,  with 
some  alterations.    It  also  occurs  in  the  Ointo  NovtlU  Antiqut^  Nov.  71.) 
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XC. 

Acconnt  of  a  law  that  where  two  brothers  were  left  heirs  to  any 
property,  the  elder  shoold  divide  the  iDheritaooe  in  two  parts,  of  which 
the  younger  should  have  his  choice.  A  etory  then  follows  showing  how 
a  man  tricked  his  step-brother  out  of  his  inheritance,  by  placing  all  the 
property  as  one  share,  and  as  the  other  the  mother  of  the  younger  son* 
(From  Seneca,  Ccmtrav,,  YI.  3.) 

XCII. 

Story  of  a  king  who,  when  warned  by  his  diviners  that  a  male  and 
a  female  snake  which  had  been  discovered  under  a  wall  in  his  castle, 
foreshadowed  the  deaths  of  a  man  or  a  woman,  voluntarily  submitted 
to  be  put  to  death  that  he  might  save  the  life  of  his  wife.  (From 
Pliny,  HisL  Natural,  VII.  36.) 

xcin. 

How  the  two  sons  of  a  king  who  had  been  absent  travelling  tod 
studying  were  received  by  their  parents  on  their  return  home. 

xcnr. 

How  a  certain  king's  daughter,  who  had  contracted  leprosy  by 
drinking  of  a  certain  fountain,  was  cured  by  being  anointed  with  a 
liquid  which  exuded  from  a  certain  rock,  when  struck  with  a  peculiar 
rod  which  is  pointed  out  by  a  hermit 

XCV. 

How  Constantine  obtained  the  purple,  being  called  in  by  the 
Romans  to  protect  them  against  the  tyranny  of  Mazentius. 

XCVI. 

How  Alexander  issued  a  proclamation  that  if  any  who  were  under 
any  penalty  to  him  would  come  boldly  while  a  candle  which  he  placed 
in  his  hall  continued  burning  they  should  be  forgiven.  (See  also 
No.  XCVIII  below.) 

XCVII. 

Of  three  warnings  received  by  Julius  Csosar  of  impending  death. 

XCVIII. 

How  the  Romans  were  accustomed,  when  they  besieged  a  castle  or 
city,  to  light  a  candle  of  a  certain  length ;  and,  as  long  as  this  was 
burning,  they  were  willing  to  receive  applications  for  peace.  (Very 
similar  to  No.  XCVL) 

c. 

How  a  son  saved  his  mother  from  the  penalty  attached  to  the  crimd 
of  adultery.     (Seneca^  Cbniror.,  I.  4.) 
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an. 

Story  of  Domitian,  who  for  a  thousand  pieoes  of  silver  bought  three 
maxims  from  a  merchant,  viz : — (1)  Before  you  do  anythiDg,  think  of 
the  consequences ;  (2)  Never  leave  the  highway  for  a  bjre-way ;  and 
(8)  Never  pass  the  night  as  a  gnest  in  a  honse  where  the  master  is  an 
old  man  and  his  wife  a  young  woman ;  and  how  each  of  theae  maxima 
saved  his  Ufe. 

CVl. 

Of  three  travellers  who  having  but  one  loaf  between  them  agreed 
that  it  should  be  given  to  whichever  should  dream  the  best  dream  the 
next  night  On  the  morrow  two  relate  their  dreams^  but  the  third 
declares  how  he  dreamt  that  an  angel  bade  him  eat  the  loa^  and  that 
be  had  done  so.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  18.) 

CVIII. 

Of  the  remarkable  friendship  between  two  thieves  who  were  ready 
to  suffer  death  for  each  other.  One  is  condemned  to  death,  and  aaks 
the  other  to  take  his  place  in  prison  while  he  arranges  his  affairs.  He 
does  so,  and  the  time  having  expired,  is  about  to  be  executed  when  the 
first  returns  to  suffer  the  penalty.  The  judge  in  admiration  of  their 
fiiendship  and  fidelity  pardons  both  of  them.  (Cicero,  Tutcul.  QuxsL, 
V.22.) 


**  The  classical  stoiy  of  Argus  and  Mercury  with  some  romantic 
additions.**  Warton.  (See  another  version  in  Wright's  LaUn  Stories, 
Percy  Soc.  1842,  pp.  1,  215.) 

cxiv. 

How  a  certain  woodcutter  who  fell  into  a  pit  in  a  forest  was  sup- 
plied with  food,  and  eventually  delivered,  by  holding  on  to  the  tail  of  a 
dragon  which  flew  out  of  the  pit  and  deposited  him  in  a  wood  whence 
he  returned  home.  (Compare  Sinbad  s  escape  from  the  Valley  of  Dia- 
monds.) 

cxv. 

How  an  elephant  which  was  so  fierce  tliat  none  dare  approach  the 
forest  where  its  haunt  was,  was  killed  by  two  virgins,  who  out  of  his 
blood  manufacture  a  very  beautiful  purple  and  many  other  curious 
matters.     (See  Introduction,  p.  xi.) 

CXVIII. 

How  a  knight  recovered  certain  money  which  he  had  entrusted  to 
an  agent  when  about  to  travel,  and  which  the  latter  denied  ever  having 
received.  A  person  is  instructed  to  provide  some  strong  gilt  chests,  to 
fill  them  with  stones,  and  to  offer  to  deposit  the  pretended  treasure  in 
the  hands  of  the  defrauder.     While  this  negociation  is  going  on,  the 
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claimant  repeats  his  demand,  which  the  false  friend  now  complies  with, 
lest  any  suspicion  shoald  be  east  on  his  probity  in  the  presence  of  the 
new  dope.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  14.) 

CXXII. 

A  knight  wounds  his  eye  while  dressing  his  yines.  In  the  mean- 
time his  wife  is  occupied  with  her  paramour.  The  husband  returning 
home  unexpectedly  in  consequence  of  the  accident,  his  wife  contrives 
her  lover*s  escape  by  kissing  her  husband  on  the  uninjured  eye.  (In 
AlphoDsus,  No.  8.  See  a  similar  tale  in  Wright's  Latin  8torie$  (Percy 
Soc.  1843),  p.  91,  from  Ma  UarL  2851.  It  is  also  Now.  vi.  of  the 
Nouvelles  de  la  RemB  de  Navarre^  and  is  imitated  in  the  Cent  NouvelU^ 
Nouvelles,  nouv,  xvi,  under  the  title  of  Le  bargne  aveugU,) 

CXXIII. 

A  similar  tale.  The  expedient  in  this  case  is  holding  np  betweeft 
the  husband  and  the  lover  a  sheet  which  the  wife  declares  she  has  baen 
occupied  in  making.     (In  Alphonsus,  No.  9.) 

cxxv. 

This  is  the  original  of  the  well-known  story  of  the  ^*  Three  Blade 
Crows.**  (Ck>mpare  a  similar  stoiy,  printed  in  Wright's  Latin  StorUB^ 
Percy  Soc.  1842,  p.  104,  from  the  Promptuarium  Exemplorum^  with  the 
title,  De,  xk  corvU  a  parte  poeUriori  hominie  evolanUhtu,  It  is  the  6th 
fable  of  book  viii.  of  the  Fables  of  La  Fontaine,  where  it  is  entitled, 
Lee  femmee  et  le  eecrei,  eggs  being  substituted  for  crows.  See  also 
Byrom's  PoetMf  vol.  i.  p.  31.) 

CXXYI. 

How  the  curiosity  of  the  wife  of  a  certain  Roman  Senator  was 
punished, 

CJtXVll. 

A  tale  similar  in  its  character  and  moral  to  No.  IiXXX. 

CXXXIII. 
How  two  greyhounds  which  were  bitter  enemies  were  reconciled. 


The  story  of  Lucretia,  wife  of  Gollatinns. 


How  the  foolish  credulity  of  a  certain  thief,  who  breaks  his  neck  by 
catching  at  a  ray  of  the  moon,  led  to  his  capture  and  death.  (In  the 
Direeiofiwn  Humanm  Ftte,  and  in  Alphonsus,  No.  22.  See  also 
Wright's  Latin  8tarie$,  Percy  Soc.  1842,  No.  zxiii,  p.  24.) 


624  APPBNDUL 

GXXXVII. 

A  story  based  upon  the  legend  of  Goriolanas  and  his  mother. 

CXZXYIU. 

How  the  son  of  a  certain  king  joins  his  father's  enemies,  bat  being 
•tmck  with  remorse  on  seeing  his  father  wounded  in  battle,  tama 
against  his  new  allies,  puts  them  to  flighty  and  afterwards  becomes 
reconciled  to  his  lather. 

CXLll. 

How  a  certain  king  had  a  forest  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  game, 
which  a  traitor  was  in  the  habit  of  destroying  with  dogs  and  nets.^ 

CXLUI. 

A  story  based  on  the  anecdote  of  Dionysins  and  Damocles. 
(Qaoted  in  Bromyard,  v.  Homo^  Ma  Reg.  7,  E.  iv,  leaf  226,  back  ;  and 
•as  Wright* s  LaHn  SUnie$^  Percy  Soc.  1842,  p.  92.) 

CXLIV. 

Corresponding  with  tale  No.  87*  of  MS.  Addit  9066.  (This  tale  is 
only  noticeable  for  the  fact  that  it  contains  one  of  the  proverbs  in  Ger- 
man, a  circnmstance  which  has  led  some  to  believe  the  tales  to  be  of 
German  derivation.  See,  however,  the  remarks  on  this  point  in  the 
Introdaction,  pp.  zi,  xii,  and  Oesterley,  p.  262.) 

CXLV. 

A  story,  stated  to  be  taken  from  Albertas  (an  abbot  of  Stade,  and 
author  of  a  Chronicle  from  Adam  to  a.d.  1256),  relating  how  Socrates 
discovered  by  means  of  a  mirror  of  polished  steel,  the  reason  why  the 
air  of  a  certain  pass  between  two  mountains  of  Armenia  was  fatal  to  all 
who  attempted  to  go  by  it.  (Compare  No.  LVII.  of  MS.  Earl  7333, 
ante^  p.  240.) 

CXLVI. 

The  well-known  reply  of  Diomedes  the  pirate  to  Alexander  the 
Great.  **  I  who  am  master  of  bat  one  ship  am  termed  a  pirate ;  but 
thou,  who  dost  oppress  the  world  with  immense  armaments,  art  called 
a  king  and  a  conqueror.'*     (Cicero,  De  RepubL,  III.) 

CXLVII, 

How  the  enemies  of  a  certain  king  compassed  his  death  by  poiaon- 
ing  the  water  of  the  well  from  which  he  was  accustomed  to  drink. 

'  This  tale  is  remarkable  as  containing  the  names  of  the  dogs,  which  are 
of  8axon  origin.  They  are  given  as — Richer,  Emulemin,  Hanegifl^  Bandyn, 
Crismel,  Egofyn,  Beamis  and  Benelen.    See  the  Introduction,  p.  xii. 
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CXLVIII. 

The  well-known  tale  of  Arion  and  the  dolphin.  (From  Herodotus, 
I.  23,  24.) 

CXLIX. 

A  story  of  Paasanias,  who  when  he  enquired  of  Hermocles,  a  philo- 
sopher, how  he  might  render  his  name  famous,  was  answered  that  if  ha 
should  kill  some  illnstrioas  personage  his  name  would  be  for  ever 
handed  down  to  posterity.  On  hearing  this  he  straightway  slew  Philip 
of  Macedon,  the  father  of  Alexander  the  Great  (Taken  from  the 
eighth  book  of  Valerius  Mazimus,  De  cupidiUUe  gloria,  cap.  xiv.  Bxter. 

4.) 

CL. 

An  account  from  Pliny  of  a  fountain  which  gushed  forth  at  the 
sound  of  musical  instruments.  (Hiat.  Natural,  II.  103.  Compare 
Neckam,  De  Naturis  Berum,  lib.  II.  cap.  y.) 

CLI. 

Of  two  knights,  the  one  envious  and  the  other  covetous.  The  former 
parts  with  his  land  on  condition  of  sleeping  with  the  wife  of  the  latter, 
whom  he  purposely  infects  with  leprosy.  She  communicates  the  disease 
to  the  Emperor*s  son,  who,  after  seven  years,  is  cured  by  swallowing  a 
serpent  in  a  bowl  of  wine. 

CLII. 

How  a  certain  king  named  Cleonitus  conveyed  to  the  besieged  in- 
habitants of  one  of  his  cities  the  intimation  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
relieve  them. 

CLHI. 

The  story  of  AppoUonius  of  Tjie,  Pericles,  Prince  of  l^rre. 

CLIV. 

Of  the  city  of  Edessa,  which  in  consequence  of  the  presence  in  it  of 
an  image  of  our  Saviour,  oould  never  be  besieged  by  any  enemiesi 
(See  the  Life  of  St  Alexius,  E.  E.  Text  Soo.  ed.  Fumivall,  p.  34.) 

CLV. 

How  a  certain  knight  named  Albert  fought  with  a  spirit  and  over- 
came him  and  captured  his  steed,  which,  however,  disappeared  at  the 
sound  of  the  cockcrow.^     (This  tale  is  quoted  by  Harrison,  DeacripHon 

'  This  tale  is  important  from  the  &ot  of  the  author  in  his  prefiuse  stating 
that  the  oircumstanoe  ooourred  "  if»  Anglia,  ut  narrat  Gervasws,  ad  terminm 
epUeopatui  ElienemU  **  near  a  certain  castle  ^  CathvArica  nomine,**  and  at  a 
place  called  Wandlebury,  a  name  given,  he  says,  "  quod  Ulie  WandaliparUa 
Britannie  §eva  Chrittianomm  peremptione  toitamUi  eagtrametoH  tnni,** 
The  circumstance,  he  further  states  was  well  known  to  many,  and  he  himself 
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of  Emflamd,  td.  1597,  p.  129,  eoL  1, 

mao  m  U  wwn  «mo  §M  to  Tttv  MflttaB  af 

cradit  to  Um  worUt     For  wbat  a  Uk  tdktk  W  is  ka  A 

of  Waodlaboria  hillaa,  that  lie  within  m^  aad  hj  aMik  ti 

•  .  .  and  of  a  apirit  that  woold  of 

wara  ehalaofad  and  eallad  tbarmmto)  ran  at  tilt  aad 

armor  with  aola  knight  or  fa 

how  ooa  Oihart  of  Barnowall  annad  hinari^"  A&) 

GLTL 

Tha  ttratafiiB  of  Ul jHea  by  irfiiefa  AddDaa  waa 
folaa  aa  a  woman. 

CLTn. 

Of  tha  eiiDoing  portar  of  a  oartain  king  who  aa  a  reward  isr 
vioaa  was  allowed  to  have  charge  of  the  city  gatea  §ar  one  moai 
liberty  to  demand  a  penny  from  ereiy  hooch-hack,  another  horn  9wwrj 
one-eyed  peraoo,  anoilier  from  CTery  leper,  another  from  erery  rvptared 
man,  Ac.  A  hancli-back  comes  to  the  gate  and  haring  refoaed  to  pay 
the  first  penny,  is  discorered  to  have  all  the  other  defecta,  and  is  taxed 
aooordlngly.  (TliSs  tale  occurs  in  Petms  Alphooaoi^  De  Cleneaii  JKt- 
c^Una,  No.  6,  and  Uie  Cenlo  Nanvelie  Antique,  Not.  60.  See  alao  La 
Grand,  FabUaux,  IIL  252.) 

CLVIII. 

or  the  tomb  of  Pallas,  the  son  of  Evander,  discorered  at  Borne,  2210 
years  after  the  destruction  of  Troy. 

CLIX. 

An  account  of  tho  invention  of  wine,  **  founded  on  a  rabbinical  tra- 
dition related  by  Fabricius.  When  Noah  planted  the  Tine,  Satan 
attended,  and  sacriflced  a  sheep,  a  lion,  an  ape,  and  a  sow.  These 
animals  wore  to  symbolise  the  gradations  of  ebriety.  When  a  man 
begins  to  drink,  he  is  meek  and  ignorant  as  the  lamb,  then  becomes 
bold  as  tlie  lion  :  his  courage  is  soon  transformed  into  the  foolishness  of 
the  ape,  and  at  last  he  wallows  in  tlie  mire  like  a  sow.** — Warton.  (See 
Chaucer,  Manc%pU%  Prologue,  1.  44.) 

CLX. 
How  an  evil  spirit,  which  had  taken  upon  itself  the  form  of  a  lady, 
was  forced  to  resume  its  original  form  at  the  words  of  consecration  in 
tlie  mass. 

CLXI. 

II ow  in  a  certain  wood  in  England,  thirsty  hunters  were  supplied 
wit))  refreshment  by  a  benevolent  spirit     A  certain  knight,  instead  of 

hod  hi»ard  it  both  from  the  inhabitants  and  natives  of  the  plooe,  '*fiMra»  mk 
in^iM  §t  imdiftwU  amiUfii  mtc  ttibfeei,"*  See  remarks  in  the  IntrodocikMi. 
p.  siU 
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retnrniog  the  horn  after  drinkiDg,  retained  it  for  his  own  ase.  Bat 
the  knight's  lord  hearing  of  the  action,  condemns  the  thief,  and  presents 
the  horn  to  Heniy  the  Elder,  king  of  England  (Henry  I,  according  to 
Warton.     From  Qenrais  of  Tilbniy,  III.  60). 

CLXII. 

A  certain  man  wishes  his  daughter  at  the  devil.  She  is  immedi- 
ately carried  off  by  demons.  The  father  at  length  receives  her  back  on 
going  to  a  certain  hill  in  Cataloniay  wherein  was  a  palace  of  demons. 
(Also  from  Gervais,  III.  66.) 

CLZIII. 

A  pupil  who  while  oat  with  his  tator  sees  a  horse,  over  whose  back 
had  passed  a  rope,  at  each  end  of  which  was  a  sheep,  and  which  chafed 
his  sores  and  galled  him  exceedingly ;  maddened  by  the  pain  the  horse 
rushes  into  a  miller's  house,  and  scattering  the  fire  from  the  hearth 
about  the  room  sets  the  whole  house  in  a  blaze,  being  burnt  up  itself 
along  with  the  sheep.  The  pupil  is  ordered  by  his  tutor  to  compose 
some  verses  on  the  incident,  showing  who  is  responsible  for  the  damage 
to  the  house.  CsDlestinus,  the  pupil,  racks  his  brains,  but  is  unable  to 
execute  the  task  ;  at  last  he  meets  the  devil  in  the  form  of  a  man,  who 
on  the  usual  conditions,  offers  to  compose  the  verses  for  him :  Cfslcsti- 
nns  agrees,  and  the  devil  produces  the  following  : — 

**  Nexus  o?em  binam,  per  spinam  traxit  equinam ; 

Lesus  Burgit  equus,  pendet  utmmque  pecuB. 

Ad  molendinum  pondus  portabat  equinam, 
Dispergendo  fooum  se  oremat  atque  looum, 
Custodes  aberant  singula  damna  f erant" 

(For  another  version  of  this  tale  see  the  Bagford  Ballad$,  Ballad 
Society,  ed.  Ebsworth,  II.  403.) 

CLXIV. 

Account  of  a  conversation  between  Our  Lord  and  St.  Peter.  The 
latter  describes  five  men  whom  he  had  seen,  and  whom  he  thought 
madmen.  The  first  was  eating  sand  ;  a  second  inhaling  the  fumes  of 
pitch  and  sulphur  ;  a  third  lying  on  a  burning  furnace,  for  the  sake  of 
heat,  and  endeavouring  to  eat  the  sparks ;  the  fourth  trying  to  catch 
the  wind ;  and  the  fifth  devouring  his  own  members,  and  laughing 
incessantly.     (See  Swan,  voL  11.  p.  331.) 

CLXV. 

A  similar  tale.  In  this  case  there  are  only  three  men.  The  first 
made  a  bundle  of  faggots,  and  because  it  was  too  heavy  for  him  added 
more  wood  to  it,  hoping  thus  to  make  it  lighter  :  the  second  was  draw- 
ing water  from  a  deep  well  vrith  a  sieve ;  and  the  third  carried  a  beam 
in  his  chariot,  and  wishing  to  enter  to  his  house,  though  the  gate  was 
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mbyde  my  sone,  for  there  be  mo  poyntes  on  the  djse  than  xviij,  and 
than  he  caste  the  dyee  in  suche  wyse  that  one  of  the  iy  dyse  cleile 
aaondre  in  the  myddes,  and  on  that  one  parte  was  vj.  and  on  that  other 
aide  an  aaa,  and  echo  of  that  other  was  a  aise.  And  than  saynt  bemard 
aayd  that  he  had  wonne  his  aowle  for  as  moche  as  he  cast  on  thre  dyee 
zix  poyntea.  And  than  when  this  player  sawe  and  aperceyvyd  this 
myracie,  he  gaf  his  sowie  to  saynt  bemard  and  became  a  monke,  and 
fynysshed  his  lyf  in  good  werkys.'*     The  third  Iraytye^  cap.  viij. 

The  original  Latin  version  differs  sliglitly  from  the  above  :  accord- 
ing to  it  the  gambler  throws  17,  and  Saint  Bemard  18,  Swan,  II.  514, 
flays  the  story  is  compounded  of  two  in  the  Golden  Legende^  foL  218, 
b«t  wrongly. 

CLXXII. 

The  history  of  the  life  of  Gny  Earl  of  Warwick.  (Edited  from 
the  Aachinleck  Ma  for  the  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  by  Prof.  ZupiUa,  1877.) 

CLXXIII. 

Of  a  scholar  and  his  tntor,  who  at  a  fair  buy  eight  packages,  each 
of  which  contains  one  of  the  beatitudes,  as  given  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Moont  (Matt  v.  3—10). 

CLXXIV. 

An  emperor  frees  a  serpent  which  had  been  bound  to  a  tree,  and 
pots  it  in  his  bosom.  No  sooner  does  it  recover  than  it  bites  him,  and 
injects  poison  into  the  wound.  Being  reproached  for  its  ingratitude  it 
pleads  the  instinct  of  nature.  The  question  is  led  to  a  philosopher,  who, 
under  pretence  of  seeing  how  it  had  happened,  induces  the  serpent  to 
allow  itself  again  to  be  bound  to  the  tree,  where  after  reproaching  it,  he 
leaves  it  to  die. 


Accoants  from  Pliny  of  wonderfnl  races  of  men  on  the  earth  ;  some 
with  but  one  eye ;  women  without  heads,  having  eyes  and  mouth  in 
their  breasts,  men  with  only  one  leg,  Ao.     {Ei$L  NtUuraLf  VIL  2.) 

CLXXYI. 

Similar  accounts  of  a  monstrous  child,  and  of  a  tweet-amelling  tree 
in  India,  which  became  barren  from  the  venom  of  a  snake,  which  took 
«p  its  abode  at  its  foot,  and  how  it  was  made  fertile.  (See  also  No. 
GLXXXV.) 


The  history  of  Estlier  and  Mordecai. 

CLXXVIll. 

An  allegorical  pictnre  made  for  a  certain  king,  pointiDg  out  the 
hui  mode  of  goreniing  himself  and  his  empire. 

GXflTA.  34 
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A  diiooQrse  tgainat  gluttony  and  dninkon&eM. 


How  a  certain  OnQ1phnl^  Burnamed  Papion,  contrlred  the  escape  of 
bia  master,  King  Portatioos,  by  disguising  him  as  his  squire. 

GLXXXI. 

A  tale  of  a  lion  and  his  lioness,  almost  identical  with  Cap.  LXXXII. 
tad  W.  de  Worde,  No.  28.     (Pliny,  Hi^L  Natural.,  YIII.  16.) 

Here  the  printed  Latin  Editions  end  :  the  remaining  tales  are  froni 
Latin  versions  printed  by  Herr  Oesterley  in  the  Appendix  to  his  edition 
of  the  Oe$ta  Bamanorum,  Vol.  II.  pp.  588 — 691  from  yarious  MSS.  The 
numbering  follows  that  in  his  edition  :  numbers  passed  over  represent- 
ing tales  corresponding  to  others  in  the  English  Versions. 

CLXXXn. 

A  certain  king  when  starting  on  his  travels  commits  his  daughter  to 
the  charge  of  a  nobleman,  promising  him  rewards  if  he  performs  his 
duty  satisfactorily.  The  nobleman,  however,  neglects  her,  and  on  hear- 
ing of  the  king*s  approaching  return,  in  alarm  consults  three  friends,  one 
of  whom  he  loves  more  than  himself;  the  second,  as  much  as  himself; 
and  the  third,  only  moderately.  The  first  two  give  him  advice  how  to 
act,  but  the  third  takes  the  maiden,  dresses  her  and  prepares  her  for  the 
ooming  of  her  father,  so  that  the  neglect  of  the  guardian  escapes  notice. 
(This  Ule  seems  compounded  of  Nos.  33  and  36  of  MS.  HarL  7333.) 

CLXXXIIX. 
The  anecdote  of  Diogenes  end  Alexander. 

GLXXXIT. 

A  story  from  Valerius  Maximus,  how  a  boy  who  was  assisting 
Alexander  at  sacrifice,  allowed  a  burning  coal  to  remain  on  his  arm, 
preferring  to  endure  the  pain,  rather  than  disturb  the  sacrifice.  (Evi- 
dently connected  with  the  classical  legend  of  Sc«vola.) 


A  serpent,  called  Jaculns,  took  up  its  abode  at  the  root  of  a  cenai« 
Bweetemelling  and  fruit-bearing  tree,  which  became  barren  through  its 
venom.  The  owner  of  the  tree  restores  its  fertility  by  means  of  theriaqus. 
(This  is  the  latter  part  of  Tale  No.  GLXXVI.) 


CLXXXYI. 


Account  of  a  magic  image  set  up  by  Virgil  st  Rome,  sorroiinded  by 
statues  representing  all  the  ooantries  subject  to  the  Bonum  em^re.    If 


SUXXABISS  or  TALB  KOT  VK  THB  KXGLIBH  M88.  631 

at  any  time  there  broke  oat  a  rebellion  in  any  of  these  countrieB,  the 
image  strack  a  bell,  and  at  once  an  armed  knight  mounted  on  a  brazen 
horse  came  forward  and  pointed  with  his  spear  to  the  statne  represent 
iDg  that  country,  thns  giving  warning  to  the  Boraans.  (This  tale  U 
from  Neckam,  hero  called  *' Alexander,  philoaophus,*^  See  his  De 
Naturi$  Rerunij  ed.  Wright,  p.  310.  The  story  is  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  legendary  histories :  it  first  occurs,  but  without  the  name  of  Virgil, 
in  a  Latin  MS.  of  the  8th  cent,  in  a  passage  published  by  Docen,  and 
republished  by  Keller  in  his  Introduction  to  the  Sept  Sagei.  It  is  also 
found  in  Vincent  of  BeauvaiS|  and  in  the  Seven  Sages ;  see  p.  64  of  Mti 
Wright's  ed.  for  the  Percy  Society.) 

CLXXXVII. 

Story  of  the  only  daughter  of  a  king,  for  whom  hor  father  builds  m 
splendid  palace,  in  which  she  passes  her  life,  without  any  company  save 
an  old  nurse.  By  means  of  messengers,  however,  she  contrivea  to  be 
informed  of  all  that  passes  in  the  world. 

CLXXXVIIL 

Of  two  monks,  brothers,  in  the  same  monastery,  one  of  whom  passes 
all  his  time  in  study,  while  the  other  is  illiterate.  The  former  asks  the 
latter  how  he  spends  his  time,  to  which  the  latter  replies — "  I  have 
learnt  three  letters,  which  I  daily  revolve  in  my  mind  and  reflect  upon* 
One  is  blaok,  the  second  red,  and  the  third  white.**  These  letters  ara 
then  explained.     (In  Bromyard,  «.  p.  2,  20.) 

GXO. 

King  Symachus  covets  the  land  of  a  knight  named  Lenncins,  and 
commands  him  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  bis  estate  to  procure  and  bring  to 
him  within  eight  days,  a  black  dog,  a  black  horse,  a  black  falcon,  and 
a  black  horn.  The  knight  is  in  despair,  but  acting  on  the  directions  of 
an  old  hermit,  who  gives  him  a  stafll^  be  goes  to  a  certain  castle,  and  on 
announcing  that  he  has  come  from  the  lord  of  that  staff,  is  at  once  pro- 
vided with  the  things  he  seeks.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  old  hermit 
he  refrains  from  mounting  the  horse  or  blowing  the  horn,  but  gives 
them  to  Uie  Emperor,  who  on  making  use  of  them  is  immediately  carried 
o£f  to  hell. 

cxox* 

A  man  in  his  journey  comes  to  a  bridge.  He  is  afraid  to  oroii 
because  he  sees  on  his  right  hand  a  dragon,  on  his  left  the  sea,  and  in 
front  a  ferocious  lion.  He  is  about  to  retrace  his  steps,  when  an  angel 
appears,  holding  a  naked  sword  and  a  crown.  With  the  sword  he  tli^ 
liie  lion  and  (ho  dragon,  and  ii  then  erowned  viocor  by  the  anfeL 
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catcvii. 

A  dispute  between  foar  hermits  as  to  wLicU  of  them  poflBeaset  the 
most  noble  virtae.  It  is  settled  by  a  voice  firom  heaven,  in  answer  to 
their  prayers. 

cxcvin. 

The  account  of  a  cunning  stratagem  of  Alexander  the  Great,  by 
moans  of  which  he  drew  away  from  Pdms,  king  of  India,  and  attached 
to  himself  all  the  nobles  of  the  country,  thus  rendering  the  defeat  cf 
tiie  latter  and  the  conquest  of  India  easy  ibr  himsd£ 

CXCDL 
A  similar  stoiy  to,  and  told  ahnost  in  the  same  word%  as  No.  191. 

ca 

The  classical  legend  of  Theseus  and  the  Minotaur,  told  with  some 
Tariations. 

oci. 

The  account  of  the  birth  and  (iMuily  of  St  Laurence.  (See  Legetida 
AwWf  p.  488.) 

ocn* 

How  a  certain  knight,  who  devoted  himself  wholly  to  worldly 

pleasures  and  pursuits,  was  converted  by  his  wife,  who  shows  him  that 

/  while  she  has  a  beautiful  and  pleasing  face,  behind  she  is  full  of  rotten- 

}  ness  and  filth,  and  declares  that  she  is  an  example  of  what  the  world 

is.     (In  Bromyard  M.  13,  2 ;  and  C.  6,  20.) 

CCIII. 

A  king  invites  Alexander  to  a  banquet,  and  to  amuse  him  provides 
four  beautiful  maidens ;  one,  the  duchess  of  Sicily ;  the  second,  of  France ; 
the  third,  of  Arabia ;  and  the  fourth  of  Africa.  When  conducted  to  his 
chamber  he  finds  round  his  bed  four  splendid  paintings,  the  sight  of 
which  causes  him  to  forget  the  maidens.    (In  Holkot's  MoralUates,  1.) 

cciv. 

Of  Sardanapalns,  a  king  of  Greece,  who  was  so  much  addicted  to 
pleasure,  that  the  Greeks  set  up  an  image  of  him  as  the  emblem  of  luxury. 
The  statue  represented  him  as  reclining  on  a  couch,  which  rested  on 
four  foxes,  each  of  which  had  an  inscription  round  its  head.  (In 
Holkot's  Moralitatetf  4.) 

ccv. 

Of  the  Emperor  Tiberius.  It  is  similar  to  the  first  part  of  No.  44^ 
ttcept  that  the  nidmame  given  to  him  ia  Liberiw^  instead  of  Bmeekug. 
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OCVI. 

That  the  heathens  represented  Pieiy  tinder  the  similitade  of  a  heart 
divided  into  two  parts.     (In  Holkot's  Moralitatei,  8.) 

ccvn. 

The  continaation  of  the  preceding.  Penitence  was  represented  as 
a  naked  man  holding  in  his  hand  a  ecoarge  of  five  thongs,  on  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription.     (In  Holkot's  Moraliiatee,  9.) 

cxrvni. 

A  Btoiy  given  on  the  aathority  of  Livy,  that  a  golden  tablet  having 
been  discovered,  the  Romans  consulted  Apollo  as  to  whom  it  was  to 
be  given.  The  god  replied,  ^  to  the  wisest  man."  The  Romans  there- 
fore presented  it  to  Thales,  but  he  passed  it  on  to  Bias,  and  the  latter  to 
another,  until  at  last  it  came  to  Solomon,  the  seventh  of  the  Seven 
Sages,  who  painted  on  it  a  representation  of  HumilUjf,  as  a  man  vrith 
his  head  bowed,  and  placed  it  in  the  temple  of  Apollo.  (In  Plutarch, 
Sohn^  4;  Diogenes  Laertius,  Life  of  Thake ;  Holkot*s  MoraUiaUe^ 
13,  &a) 

OCIX. 

That  the  goddess  Fortune  was  depicted  as  a  woman  seated  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  three  horses,  having  two  faces,  the  one  dark  and  the 
other  bright  and  clear,  and  completely  blind.     (In  Holkot,  MoraL^  11.) 

CXJXI. 
The  soriptoral  story  of  Kaaman  and  Ellisha. 

OCXIII. 

An  account  of  the  image  seen  in  a  dream  by  Nebuohadnenar  (Daniel 
ii.  31 — 35),  here  stated  to  have  been  seen  by  Daniel  himselfl 

CCXIV. 

Of  a  brazen  column  in  Jerusalem,  on  which  was  a  statue  of  our 
Lord,  wearing  a  robe  with  broad  hems,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews. 
Whatever  person  suffering  from  any  disease  touched  this  hem  was  at 
once  made  whole.     (This  story  is  evidently  founded  on  Matt  ix.  21.) 

ocxv. 

A  woman  is  convicted  of  adultery  and  handed  over  to  the  execu- 
tioner to  be  put  to  death.  He,  however,  moved  with  compassion,  does 
not  kill  her  at  once,  but  shuts  her  up  to  die  of  hunger.  Finding,  after 
a  time,  that  she  is  still  alive,  he  discovers  on  investigation  that  her 
daughter,  whom  he  had  allowed  to  visit  her,  had  sostained  her  mother 
with  her  milk.     (From  PUoy,  Hkk  Natural,  YII.  36.) 


ocxvin. 
TUp  ola«icil  Itgead  of  P«rseui  and  Medoia. 


OCXIX. 

How  the  ion  of  the  king  of  Jerusalem  married  the  dangfater  of  the 
king  of  3M>yloiu 


A  certain  king  has  a  verj  handsome  wife,  to  whom  he  one  da/ 
sends  two  messengers.  The  first,  who  keeps  his  eyes  averted  from  her, 
reports  her  answer  word  for  word,  hnt  the  second  is  unahle  to  speak 
of  anything  hut  the  beauty  of  bis  mistress.  The  king,  therefore, 
fiomotes  the  former,  but  disohaiges  the  latter  from  his  servioe. 


Of  a  knight  who  proclaims  a  toamament  in  honour  of  his  mistreat 
and  covers  his  armour  with  inscriptions  on  the  8ob{cct  of  love. 

ocxxii. 

A  story  (said  to  be  from  the  Annals  of  the  Jews  by  Romulos  ^)  of 
a  tyrannical  king  who  led  his  country  in  order  to  visit  a  certain 
lady  whom  he  loved.  By  her  influence  he  becomes  so  much  softened 
and  religious,  that  after  his  return  to  his  own  country  he  distributes 
gifts  to  all  his  people,  and  proclaims  a  general  amnesty.  (Iq  Holke^ 
MaraL,  33.) 

ocxzin. 

A  certain  prince  had  two  sons  of  whom  one  resided  with  his  father 
in  his  palace,  while  the  other  served  with  the  army  in  a  dangerous 
campaign.  The  father  sends  three  letters  to  his  younger  son,  giving 
him  advice  by  the  hands  of  messengers,  and  a  fourth  letter  by  the  hand 
of  his  elder  son.  The  first  three  letters  are  explained  in  the  tale,  but 
the  fourth  is  omitted.  It  is,  however,  given  in  the  MoraUU,  but  the 
third  and  fourth  are  reversed.     (Holkot,  Moral,  5.) 

CCXXIV. 

The  same  tale  as  W.  de  Worde,  No.  5,  but  very  much  abbreviated* 

ccxxv. 

A  story  (from  Romulus,  AnnaU  qf  the  Jewt^)  of  a  lady  who  deoerta 
her  husband  and  lives  with  another.  After  some  time,  she  repents,  and, 
in  order  to  gain  her  ho8band*s  forgiveness,  sends  him  four  rings  and  a 
letter.  On  the  first  ring  was — I  die  of  love ;  on  the  second — I  die  for 
thee ;  on  the  thirds-While  I  perish  I  hope ;  and  on  the  fourth — In 

>  That  is,  the  JMiUi  Jb»2M  of  Bomuluss  see  Boberi  JMim  ^MUi^ 
a  660. 
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hope  I  repent  In  the  letter  was  written — Him  whom  I  deserted  I 
love ;  him  whom  I  loved  I  desert ;  for  what  I  have  done  I  repent^ 
and  in  repentance  return.     (Holkot,  Moral,  29.) 

CCXXVI. 

A  Roman  while  excavating  foundations  for  an  enlargement  of  his 
house  finds  four  tablets  joined.  On  the  first  Is  written — From  a  few 
came  many  ;  on  the  second — From  many  are  few  ;  on  the  third — From 
amongst  all,  none  ;  on  the  fourth — By  one  were  all.  The  inscriptions 
are  explained  by  an  angel. 

OCXXVII 

Of  a  certain  lady,  who  is  wooed  by  four  kings,  who  promise  her 
Tarious  gifts  and  present  her  with  tablets  variously  inscribed.  (Holkot| 
Moral,  28.) 

ocxxvin. 

Of  the  natural  enmity  between  the  toad  and  the  nightingale,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  latter  is  obliged  to  remain  in  the  densest  thickets. 
(Holkot,  Moral,  23.) 

CCXXIX* 

A  Jew  falls  into  a  pit  on  the  sabbath-day,  and  on  the  next  day 
(Sunday)  wishes  to  be  drawn  out,  hut  the  owner  of  the  land  forbids 
it,  saying : — *'  Yesterday  he  observed  his  sabbath,  to-day  he  shall  observe 
mine.** 

ccxxx. 

or  a  girl  who  was  a£9icted  with  leprosy,  which  could  only  be 
cured  by  her  bathing  in  royal  blood.  A  king  loves  her  so  much  that 
for  her  sake  he  allowed  blood  to  be  taken  from  him  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  his  death. 

CCXXXl, 

The  story  of  Piramna  and  Thisbe. 

ocxxxnT. 
The  biblical  istoiy  of  Jael  and  Sisera. 

CCXXXIV. 

A  certain  king  had  a  field  which  he  gave  up  to  his  servants,  with 
the  exception  of  one  tree,  tlie  fruit  of  wliich  he  reserves  for  himself. 
They,  however,  seize  the  fruit  for  themselves  and  are  in  consequence 
ejected,  but  afterwards  on  their  expressing  their  contrition  are  restored. 


Of  a  king  to  whom  the  use  of  strong  wine  was  almost  fatal,  and 
who  consequently  was  obliged  to  drink  it  mixed  with  water.  A 
treacherous  knight  gives  him  unmixed  wine  to  drink,  with  the  intention 


of  kmiBff  him,  boi  ii  frwtnied  bj  a  fkitlifol  w&rmi,  wbo  adds 
•od  Urns  MTM  Um  king's  lifik 

cxxxxn. 

Of  a  simple  ooantrymsii  who  at  a  CbssI  lUled  his  bosom  with  cops 
aod  ▼Bssels  of  gold  and  silTor.  Wbeo  about  to  koTo  he  is  stopped  bj 
the  poitsTi  and  the  plsnder  taken  awaj  from  him»  (HolkoCi  MormL^ 
41    It  in  part  lesemblcs  No.  CXCVUL) 

ocxxxvn. 

The  cismiosi  legend  of  Ul jwsa  and  the  SirsML 

OCXZZTUI. 

A  storj  almost  ezactlj  oomspooding  with  Harl.  7SS3,  Ha  83L  h 
the  preeent  case,  howerer,  the  jomg  man  resllj  had  oommitted  marder, 
and  is  seateuoed  to  death,  hot  is  ssTsd  bj  the  third  friend,  who  collects 
a  nomber  of  poor  people,  and  rescnea  him. 

oczzzix. 

A  woman  being  aboat  to  bear  a  child,  goes  according  to  costom  to 
the  temples  to  eoqoire  whether  the  child  will  be  a  boj  or  a  giri.  The 
answer  is,  a  boj,  and  three  of  the  gods  promise  him  a  gift  eadi,  vi^ 
beaatj,  coorsge  and  riches.  The  woman  dissatisfied,  in  return  offsrs  to 
these  gods  respectively,  mnd,  spittle,  and  scoflb.  The  child  when  bom 
has  the  hesd  of  an  ape,  the  hands  and  arms  of  a  goose,  and  his  skin 
torn,  and  squinting  eyes.     (Holkot^  JfbrdL,  46.) 

OCZL. 

The  god  of  love  depicted  as  sorroanded  with  foor  wheels ;  on  the 
first  of  which  is  written — honoro  ;  on  the  second — lahoro  ;  on  Uie  third 
— dulcor  ;  and  on  the  fourth — eoMolor.     (Holkot,  Jfortil.,  41.) 

OCXLI. 

A  man  snfiers  onder  a  delusion  that  he  is  dead,  and  refosea  to  eat  or 
drink  or  do  any  act  He  is  cared  by  a  physician,  who  by  persnading 
him  that  certain  disguised  slaves  whom  he  sees  eating  and  drinking  are 
really  dead,  inducee  him  to  take  some  food  in  which  he  administers 
some  strong  medicine. 

OCXLU. 

A  certain  girl  has  five  brothers,  all  of  them  poor.  The  first  is  a 
musician  ;  the  second,  a  painter ;  the  third,  a  spice  merchant ;  the 
fourth,  a  cook  ;  and  the  fifth,  a  pimp.  Each  of  the  brothers  tries  by 
promises  to  obtain  from  her  s  valuable  pearl  which  is  her  only  wealthy 
but  she  refuses,  reserving  it  for  her  marriage  portion. 
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OCXLV. 

An  accoant  of  the  properties  of  the  loadstone  and  the  diamond. 
(From  Alexander  Neckham,  De  NaturU  Rerum,  p.  184.) 

OCXLVI. 

A  man  deposits  ten  casks  of  oil  in  the  honse  of  a  neighhoar,  whom 
he  accuses  afterwards  of  having  stolen  a  part  of  it.  By  the  sagacity  of 
a  philosopher,  who  causes  the  dregs  of  the  oil  to  be  measored,  the 
knavery  of  the  accuser  is  discovered.     (In  Alphonsns^  No.  15.) 

OCXLTII. 

Of  the  daughter  of  a  king  who  always  walked  with  her  head  eraely 
and  was  blind  and  maimed  in  both  hands. 

ocxLVin. 

That  a  vulture  when  it  has  taken  a  larger  prey  than  it  can  cany  off 
at  once,  divides  it  and  so  takes  it  away  by  degrees. 

CCLII. 
A  description  of  a  Roman  triumph. 

ocLni. 

An  account  from  Isidore  of  two  fountains  in  Sicily,  the  one  of  which 
had  the  property  of  turning  barren  things  into  fruitful,  the  other  of 
turning  fruitful  things  into  barren,  (Isidore,  Olig,,  XIII.  18.  See  also 
Neckam,  De  Naturii  Eerum,  lib.  II.  cap.  8,  p.  131.) 

CCLIV. 

How  love  was  represented  as  a  boy  with  four  wings,  on  each  of 
which  was  an  inscription  denoting  some  quality  of  the  god.  (Holkoty 
Moral,  6.) 

OCLV. 

How  the  oracle  of  Delphi  was  represented  as  a  man,  having  his  head 
and  body  turned  towards  heaven,  and  resting  on  four  angels,  each 
holding  in  his  hand  a  small  wheel.  On  the  angels  are  inscriptions 
referring  to  the  god.     (Holkot,  Moral,  2.) 

OCLVII. 

An  account,  from  St  Adalbert,  of  a  certain  fish  called  Alganis, 
which  takes  its  birth  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  is  at  first  a  little 
worm,  but  gradually  grows  into  a  large  fish.  If  thrown  up  by  the  sea 
on  to  dry  land  it  rots  away,  and  if  again  covered  by  the  sea  its  flash 
falls  off  and  it  begins  to  grow  again. 


OCLYIU. 

Thfia  wiat  amd  wtre  aaked  what  wai  tbe  ■UoagMt  tiling  in  Um 
world.  The  fiiit  Mid,  wine ;  the  Mooad,  a  wonum ;  and  tb«  tldrd,  a 
loDg,     Ei  owme$  venum  HaBenuU, 


This  it  rimpljT  a  repetition  of  Lake  ii.  1 — ^  It  eame  to  pas  in  tboaa 
daja,  that  there  went  oot  a  decree  from  Caaar  Angoatna  thai  all  ^a 
wwid  ahoold  be  taxed"  (nl  Mu$  wnmdu$  mUffiemti  pmmm  maevipimm). 


OCLX. 

A  certain  necromancer  had  a  book  in  which  were  written  man/ 
ebarma  and  inoantationa.  A  popU  daring  hia  maater*a  abaenoe  atole 
the  book,  and  ttarted  towarda  lua  own  conntiy.  The  necromancer  on 
hia  return,  finding  the  book  gone,  by  meaua  of  magic  aacertaina  whidi 
road  the  thief  had  taken  and  acta  off  in  paranit  of  him.  The  popU 
knowing  that  he  can  not  long  escape,  hides  onder  a  bridge  orcr  which 
the  necromancer  pasaes  without  discovering  him. 

OCLXI. 

Why  aomo  animals  are  osefnl  for  laboar,  bat  not  good  for  food ; 
others  are  good  for  food,  but  usaleaa  for  labour ;  while  othera  again  are 
only  of  use  for  keeping  watch,  &c. 

CX^LXTI. 

Valeriua,  an  Emperor  of  Rome,  had  three  aona  and  an  innumerable 
Bnmber  of  servants.  To  each  of  the  latter  he  gave  their  doe  reward,  to 
aome  money,  to  others  estates,  and  so  on,  so  that  nothing  remained  for 
himself  save  one  tree,  the  fruit  of  which  had  the  property  of  curing  all 
diseases  except  leprosy.  This  he  left  to  his  three  sons,  but  it  was 
adjudged  to  belong  by  right  to  the  youn^^t  son.  (This  is  apparently 
only  an  abbreviation  of  No.  2,  in  W.  de  Worde's  edition.     Bee  p.  431.) 

CCLXIV. 

Of  the  sea-urchin,  which  upon  the  approach  of  a  storm,  attachea 
itself  to  some  heavy  rock  and  thua  eacapea  being  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  the  wavea.     (Quoted  by  Neckam,  IL  84,  from  Caaaiodoma.) 

CCLXV. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Henry  there  waa  a  certain  atatue  of 
marble  round  whose  head  was  a  golden  band  on  which  waa  written  :— 
**  On  the  first  of  May  at  sunrise  I  have  a  golden  head.**  A  Saracen,  a 
alave,  reading  this,  digs  a  hole  at  the  spot  marked  by  the  shadow  of  the 
head  on  the  appointed  day  and  hour,  and  there  finds  a  great  treaanre 
with  which  he  redeema  himself.  (This  ia  merely  an  abbreviated 
Tarsion  of  Tale  No.  3  of  Ma  HarL  7333.     See  p.  7.) 
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CCLXVI. 

Seneca  relates  how  a  king's  daagbter  who  suffered  from  a  painfol 
disease  in  her  breasts  was  told  by  the  physicians  that  she  coald  only  be 
cured  by  passing  an  iron  instrument  through  her  breast.  To  this  she 
replied  that  the  pain  would  be  so  great  that  she  would  prefer  death. 
The  physician  then  offers  to  cure  her  by  touchipg  her  with  a  sponge, 
and  does  so.     (Seneca,  De  Ira,  III.  39.) 

CCLXVII. 

Of  a  boy  who  for  ten  years  had  fed  a  dolphin  with  bread.  The 
dolphin  in  return  used  to  carry  him  on  his  back.  One  day  the  boy 
goes  as  usual  to  the  shore  but  can  find  no  dolphia,  and  while  he  is 
looking  for  it,  the  sea  surrounds  him,  and  he  is  drowned.  The  dolphin 
when  it  returns  finding  him  dead,  lies  down  beside  him  and  expiry 
of  grie(    (Plioy,  ffUL  NeUwroL,  IX.  S.) 

OdXVIII. 

Of  an  immense  serpent  110  feet  long,  which  killed  many  of  the 
Roman  army  while  under  Regulus  they  were  besieging  Carthage.  It 
is  at  length  killed  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  whole  army,  but  not 
without  heavy  loss. 

OCXXIX. 

How  Antonius,  a  most  distinguished  orator,  being  accused  of  inceet, 
was  saved  by  one  of  his  tenants,  who  had  been  the  principal  witness 
against  him,  taking  upon  himself  all  the  blame. 

OCLXX. 

A  king  having  died  without  leaving  an  heir,  three  claimants  to  the 
throne  appear.  It  is  agreed  that  on  the  next  day  the  three  shall  ride 
on  their  chargers  in  a  certain  field,  and  he  whose  horse  neighs  first 
shall  become  king.  By  the  artful  contrivance  of  his  groom,  who 
causes  a  mare  to  be  seen  by  his  master*s  horse,  one  secures  the  throne. 
(This  is  told  of  Darius,  king  of  Persia,  by  Herodotus,  III.  84.  See 
Douce,  II.  410.) 

CX^LXXI. 

By  a  law  at  Athens  any  man  who  had  fought  in  three  successful 
engagements  against  the  enemy  was  excused  from  further  service.  It 
happened  that  the  city  was  in  danger,  and  a  certain  young  man  who 
according  to  the  law  was  not  liable  to  serve  wished  nevertheless  to  do 
so,  but  is  forbidden  by  his  father.  In  spite  of  this  he  joins  the  army 
and  is  again  successful,  whereupon  his  father  disinherits  him.  But  the 
son  protests  that  he  had  only  done  as  duty  bade,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  disinherited.     (Seneca,  Cbnirov.,  I.  8.) 


MO  APPBXDIX. 


Of  a  law  at  Athena  that  when  a  parent  or  aon  died,  the  aoo  or 
IMurent  ehoald  erect  a  email  hot  over  the  grave  and  remain  in  it  in 
monmiDg  for  SO  daja.  A  certain  man*8  ion  diee,  and  the  father  according 
to  the  law  livea  in  mourning  in  the  hot  Some  wild  young  men, 
however^  drag  him  ont  and  compel  him  to  join  in  one  of  their  revek. 
Aa  aoon  as  poeaihle  he  retuma  to  hie  hot,  and  after  the  90  daji  were 
OTer  aocuaee  the  young  men  before  the  judge.  They  plead  that  they 
had  only  done  it  ont  of  pity  to  oonaole  him 

OCLXXVIU. 

Of  the  aon  of  the  Emperor  Miremiui^  who  after  hie  birth  ia  brought 
up  for  aeren  yean  in  a  aubterranean  chamber.  He  then  marriee,  but 
before  hia  bed  ia  a  lamp  whidi  none  but  a  Tiigin  can  light  He 
diamieeea  hia  wiie^  and  eeti  ont  on  hia  traTcla.  On  hia  way  he  relierea 
a  lion  from  a  thorn  in  ita  foot,  and  then  by  the  aid  of  tiie  beaat  kilk  a 
dragon  which  deetroyed  the  cattle  of  a  certain  king,  whoae  Tirgin 
daughter  he  eepouaea.  (See  Douce,  toI.  ii.  p.  407,  and  compare  cap. 
104  of  printed  Lat  Edd.  The  incident  of  the  prince  being  confined  to 
the  aubterranean  chamber  ia  taken  from  the  AraHan  Nighti^  thirl 
Calendara  atory.) 

OCLXXX« 

A  law  of  the  Emperor  Lampadiui^  that  whoever  ravished  a  maid, 
aliould  make  atonement  to  her  fother.  A  young  man  ia  brought  before 
the  judge  by  hia  own  father,  whom  he  accuaea  in  retom  of  madni 
fDonce,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.) 
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GLOSSARY. 


Pr.  (or  ft,)  #.  =  preient  (ptpoit)  tense,  8  pert.  iim§. 
Pr,  (or  jft.)pl  zsz  present  (fit  past)  tense,  Zpers.pl, 


Abt,  77,  Abtb,  390,  vh.  pay  for, 
suLffer  for. 

AoooBD,  35,  vh.  imper.  agree,  settle. 

AooBDB,  134,  «5.  agreement.  'Acord- 
yn,  concordo.* — Prompt  Parv, 

Adbad,  281,  adj.  in  dread,  afitdd. 

A*l>BETNTE,  120,  pp.  drowned. 
AS.  adrenehan,  p£  t.  adrtytdt. 

AOAYN-SEY,  AyENE-SEY,  101,  vh, 

oontradiot,  deny. 

Ago,  8,  pp.  gone,  departed. 

AXNCW,  201,  vh.  to  be  aknow  s=  to 
acknowledge,  confess.    Bee  Bs- 

XNOWB. 

Alqatbs,  134,  Algatis,  20,  adv. 
altogether,  in  every  way,  cer- 
tainly. 'Algatys,  or  a&ewey. 
Omnino,  cninimode,  penitus.*-^ 
Prompt,  Parv,    A.S.  alyats. 

Allege,  83, 165,  vh.  quote^  declare, 
argue. 

Alicese,  Almesse,  17,  sb.  alms. 
A.S.  odmesse. 

Almtsdede,  5,  sh.  s.  almsgiTing, 
charity. 

Aloklt,  49,  adv.  only,  simply. 
'  Allonely.  Tantum,  tantum- 
modo,  solum,  solummodo.* — Oath. 
Anglicwn, 

AlPEYNS,  71,  AlTTTKS,  70,  sh.  pH. 
the  '  bishop '  in  chess.  Fseudo 
Ovid  gives  as  the  names  of  the 
pieces,  'Miles  et  Alpinus,  Boc- 
cos,  Bex,  Yireo,  redcsqne.' 
'Alphinus.  In  ludo  scacconun 
persona  qnam  gallioe  /on  vo- 
cant' — Du  Cange. 


AiCABBYD,  253,  pp.  disturbed. 

Amabyailed,  113,  pp.  astonished. 

Amebcyhentz,  59,  sh.  pi.  fines. 
'Amercyn,  yn  a  corte,  or  lete. 
Amercio.* — Prompt.  Parv. 

Anger,  243,  Angii£,  193,  ah,  pain, 
suffering,  misery.  'Anger;  an* 
gor,' — Cath.  Anglicum. 

An-hungeed,  189,  j9p.  exceedingly 
hungry. 

Anottbehent,  383,  sh.  adorning, 
ornamenting.  'To  anoure:  uhi 
to  make  fare.' — Cath,  Anglicum. 

AmrGHT,  AmroHTEs,  On  nyghtes, 
61,  cuiv,  at  night,  in  the  night. 

Apaied,  351,  Apayde,  186,  pp. 
pleased,  satisfied. 

Apayred,  50,  pp,  reduced.  'Ap- 
peyryn,  or  make  wors.  Pg'oro 
dderioro* — Prompt.  Parv. 

Appelye,  243,  adv.  haply. 

Abblast,  56,  sh.  a  cross-bow. 
'  Alldaste.  Balista:  —  Prompt. 
Parv.  'An  alblaster;  alhaHia^ 
halea,*  &c — Cath,  Anglicum. 

Abebid,  255,  pt.  s,  lifted,  raised. 

Abowblast,  56,  sb.  cross-bow.  See 
Abblast. 

AsoAPiDiST,  43,  pL  2  s.  didst 
escape. 

Abeth,  84,  AsETHE,  405,  sh,  sat- 
isfaction. 'To  make  asethe;  m- 
tUfaeere.  Asethe;  satu/aocio.*^^ 
Cath.  Anglicum. 

Abeys,  401,  sh,  pi.  ashes.  ' Askes: 
einer  vd  cinis.     Asky: 
leniui.*^^Caih*  Anglicum. 
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OLQHUBT. 


Abotltd,  A860ILED»  358,  pp,  an- 
flwered,  tolvBcL 

Aasoiled,  82,|>p.  absolyed.  ^Aacj" 
lyn  of  synnys  (or  defkutesX 
Absolvo.'—'FrimpL  Pwrv, 

AasuvDEXD^  75y  pi.  $.  Btpamled. 

A8TATB,  68,  $b,  oondition,  state, 

AswAGB,  106,  vh.  xnitigate,  ioftan. 

Atte,  115,  at  the. 

Atwsnb,  21,  prep,  between. 

Ayaitb,  63,  vL  to  give  notice.  AJ9. 
witan, 

Ayauvibd,  48,|)p.  advanced,  pro- 
moted. 'To  awawnce;  prtmho- 
vert,* — Oaih,  dnglieum, 

ATAtrnfiHSNTES,   140,  $h.  pi.  pIO- 

siotion,  reward* 

AviSEiOBirr,  91,  ib.  care,  dose  ex- 
amination. 

Ayowe,  172,  AwouB,  252,  $h.  tow. 
'A-Yowyn,  or  to  make  ayowe, 
poveo,* — Prompt  Parv, 

'  Ho  nidt  "  Sin,  in  lonr  oamptny 
MyiM  vnm  mak9  L" ' 

AvowifiWB  ff  KitkQ  Arlkmr,  ad. 
Kooioiif  vlil.  6L 

Atowtbib,  AvomrftT,  12,  «(. 
adultery. 

A)X!r,  1,  Ayxns,  95,  adv.  again. 

ATEN28T,    AYKNSTB,      179,    prtp. 

against,  in   return   for,  or   m 
puMse(^ 
Aybhe-stoitdtnoe,  187,  Ayenst- 
8T0NBYN0,  9,  «&.  contradiction, 
refusal,  opposition. 

JBJLXLIE8,  BailTFS,  59,  «&.  pL  magis- 
trates, officers.  'Baly,  or  seri- 
aunt  man  arestyngo.  Angariiu^ 
apparitor,* — Prompt,  Parv. 

BxsrsEf  416,  pr.  pL  curse.  AS. 
hannan^ 

Baptime,  107,  8h,  baptism. 

BausttEj  232,  $h.  trouble,  suffer- 
ing. 

Babbb,  162,  ah.  the  bar  of  the  court, 
judgment. 

Bats,  400,  «&.  diaeension,  quarrels. 

Battes,  179,  $h.  pL  staves. 

Batlbs,  416,  $h.  pi.  fttewaxda. 


Bbooicb,   112,  pit.  pL  where  M 

become  =s  where  they  went  to, 

what  became  of  them. 

'>flr  wiato  Bon  wher  he  hteam.' 

Oover.  0»nf(m.  Aaiant,  U.  IM 

BbDElL,  15,  ib.  crier,  officer. 
Bbek,  264,  ib.  a  bear. 

Behests,  53,  «5.  promise,  engage- 
ment. 

BsHiOHT,  Behtfe,  pt.  $.  190,  pco- 
miaed. 

BxHOTB,  24,  jpr.  1 «.  promiae. 

Behotithb,  107,  pr.  t,  promiae^ 
engage.    A.S.  bildtan. 

BsKKowB,  95,  vh.  aoknowledjge  or 
confess  to.  The  full  form  ia '  be 
aknowe/  A.3.  onewdwan^  to 
acknowledge.  Thus  in  Will,  of 
Palemey  ed.  Skeat,  4391,  we  find 
* Ich am akMxot.'  'Been aknowe 
wylfoUy.  Conflieor.  Be»-knowe 
ageynewylle.  FateorJ^-UvrnpL 
Parv. 

Beldino,  293,  th.  building. 

Beme^tb,  87,  vh,  mean,  betoken. 

Bekefiob,  154,  ib.  benefit,  favour. 

BsmryoNB,  100,  adj.  meicilnl,  foil 
of  pity. 

BEan£|>02r,  25,  pp.  bequeathed. 

Bere,  254,  »h.  bier. 

Bebb,  10,  vh.  return,  bring  back. 

Berxe,  269,  vh.  to  bark.  A.S. 
heorcan. 

Bebeyko,  64,  sh.  barking. 

Beselt,  14,  adv.  earnestly,  con- 
tinuaUy,  diligently.    A.S.  hj/iig. 

Bespeengild,  26,  Be-sfbticqbld, 
24,  Be-spbynoeliI),  25,  pp.  be- 
sprinkled.   AS.  hitprtngan. 

Best,  75,  vh.  bestir,  exert  our- 
selves. 

Beth,  65,  Bethe,  145,  pr.pl.  are. 

Bette,  36,  pt.  i.  beat 

Bicohe,  310,  pt  I.    Bee  Beooicb. 

BiDEix,  63,  $h.  beadle,  officer. 
<  Bedele.  Pre<»,  vid^lui.*  — 
Prompt  Parv. 

Bihestes,  220^  eb.pl.  promisee. 
BiQUAh  24,  pf.  4  bequeathed. 
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BxBSB,  88,  ih,  fine  silk  or  doth. 
'Bysse,  Mrte  d^iioffe  de  ivU.'-- 

BiTBB,  242,  tidi.  (P)  rerengafiiL 
BiTWiXy  18,  pirtp,  betweon.    A^S. 

BlYily,  233,  pr.  $.  buys. 
BLENDE,  1,  prep,  beyond,  aerosi. 
BiiASEFLEMS,  380,  V.  bladphdmo. 

Blabsfuucys,  378,  »h,  pL  bla»- 

phemioB. 
BLEin>iK  249,  pr.  pi  blind. 
BoDEir,  84,  pp,  bidden,  commanded. 
BoiBTOTJS,  311,  a4f*  loiigb,  violent. 
Bond,  116,  Boxde,    162,  pt  «. 

bound,    tied,    iiA^ned.     A.S. 

hindan. 

Bone,  113,  $b,  prayer,  request. 
BoKTS,  183,  pi  O.Icel.  hen.  Cf. 
£ng  boon. 

Boons,  ^63,  $h.  pi  bonea  A.S.  Mn. 

Boot,  98,  Bote,  124,  pt.  #.  bit. 
A.Sb  hitan, 

BooTE,  Bote,  303,  $h.  boat,  ship. 

BOBD,  7,  BoRDE,  80,  »h.  table. 

BOBDSLL,     BOBDELLE,      443,      $h. 

brothel,  stews. 

BoBDis,  53,  $b,pl  boards,  planks. 

BoBE,  89,  pp,  bom. 

Boss,  396,  ah.  hump.    O.Fr.  hoce, 

BosTYS,  119,  ah.  j>l  arrogance, 
pride.    Welsh,  host. 

BoTELEE,  105,  $h.  butler.  '  BoUere 
(boteler.  P.).  Ptncema,  promua, 
&o. — Prompt.  Parv. 

BowB,  25,  vh.  bend,  giro  way. 
A.S.  hugan. 

BowTE,  165,  pt.  »,  bought,  re- 
deemed.   Ao.  hycgan, 

Bbabte,  391,  pt.  8.  burst 

Bbayde,  248,  ib.  star^  rush. 

Bbedeaub,  301,  $h.  wedding;  lit 

a  hride^ale  or  wedding-feask 
BBSNini,  66,  vh.  bum.  Bbbnd,  10, 

pp.;  Bbsnt,  88,  pt.  $. 

Bbenntnglt,  373,  €uiv.  hotly,  ex- 
ceedingly. 

BBBbT,  2,  vh.  burst,  break.  A.& 
h$t§Uu^ 


Bbib.  Bbiddb,  Bbtdd,  Bbtbb, 
106,  4ft.  bird.  <Bryd.  Avii^fKh- 
lueriB.*  —  Phrninf.  Par^.  A.B. 
hridd. 

Bbidbis,  106,  »h,  pa.  young  birdii^ 
young,  brood.  Bee  Gums,  to 
Peoock's  llepre$§or,  BoUs  Series, 
ed.  Babington. 

Bbigq,  40,  Bbiooe,  39,  »h.  bridge. 

Bboohb,  407,  $b.  pin. 

Bbothell,  323,  »h.  wretch,  worth- 
less fellow.  Qe6  Pierce  the  Piaugk' 
man*$  Crede,  770. 

Bbowts,  170,  pt,  $.  brought 

BuBtlNOB,  168,  ih.  burial. 

But,  73,  cof\f.  unless,  if— not 

Buthe,  94,  pr.  pi  are. 

Buxom,  22,  adj.  ready,  incHned. 
AS.  huhsom,  easily  bent,  from 
hugan,  to  bend« 

By,  125,  prep,  according  to.  By  the 
likenesse  of  God  s=  in  or  accord- 
ing to  the  likeness  of  God. 

Btmekyth,  4,  pr.  $.  means,  be* 
tokens. 

Byneth,  71,  adv.  beneath,  below. 

Bybde,  434,  sh.  yoimg,  brood. 

Bysemithe,  124,  pr.  #.  it  becomes, 
is  fitting. 

Oaoghepolis,  74,  Oaciiepgllys, 
21,  a6.  pL  officers.  '  Ortnqumier^ 
fn.  a  catchpole,  sergeant,  or 
officer,  that  can  execute  or 
serve  executions.*  —  Cotgraw. 
'  Arestor,  or  atacher,  or  a  catch- 
erel,  or  a  catohepoUe.  Angartui, 
apparitor,* — Prompt.  Parv. 

Can,  2,  pr.  ».  knows,  understand!. 

A.S.  cutifian. 
Cable,    311,   tib,  boor,  oountry- 

fellow. 

Cab,  148,  $h.  chance. 

Caumbbb,  94,  $h.  chamber,  room. 
Lat  camera, 

Oautelb,  Cautils,  122,Cautillb, 
123,  tft.  a  crafty  derioe^  *  Caytele 
orsleyte,KH.Gawteleorr  ' 
P.  CbtiMok'— iVompt  Ponr, 

Gatk,  S96,  Gsin. 
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CbEumBX,  (S9,  285,  fSi.  trafflo, 
matehandiiia,  'GhafEue.  iferci- 

Ohatfabxd,  889,  jrf.  «.  traded. 

Ohaibs,  178»  Oraxb,  Ohabb,  176» 
«&.  oharioty  oamage,  *Achaxe; 
earpentum.* — CaiK  Ang. 

Okalahob,  221,  jpr.  1 «.  daim. 

OHABBUiTGiJBy    7»   <&.    oarboiiole- 

sUme. 
OsiJtOB,281,v.toload.  Osabosd, 

285,  jpp. 
OsABOB,  177,  •&  bQiden,  load. 

'A  charge;   oauf,  gravamm^* — 

CM,  Ang. 

Ghablts,  Choblbb,  351,  ih.  pL 

labourers,  senrants. 
Chabtbb,  72,  tb.  writing,  docu- 
ment, deed. 
Ohatbbt,  Chateb,  138,  vh,  chatter, 

talk.      •  Ghateryn.     Garrio,*  — 

FrcmpL  Farv, 
Ghekemib,  108,  «5.  pL  young  birds. 

A.S.  eycen,  ctcen. 
Chbkib,  71|  «&.  chessboard.     'A 

chekker ;     Mocoantim.'  —  Caih, 

Ang. 
Chbmenet,  408,  tb.  fire-place.  See 

Note. 

Ches,  186,  imper,  «.;  Chese,  58, 
vh.  choose,  be  chosen.  AS.  ceoaan, 

Cheventeyns,  9,  CUEVETEYiaS, 
251,  a(.  jp^.  captains,  chieftains. 

Chevisaukce,  248,  $h.  feat,  per- 
formance. 

Chyldid,  209,  261,  pt,  a.  bore  a 

child. 
GissDiE,  196,  $h.  diyiaion,  discord. 

Glefid,  65,  pt  B.  called,  sum- 
monmL  Glepist,  46,  pr.  2  e. 
AS.  deopian, 

Gleboy,  17,  eb,  learning,  educa- 
tion. 

'  All  the  eUrgjf  nndir  •onna 
That  we  leven  olerkei  eunne.' 
Sevm^  8agM,  ed.  Wrisbt,  L  4S. 

Glebtb,  12,  eh,  brightness. 

Glewk,  115,  eh,  ball.    *A  dewe; 

glchuBy  glomueJ — CkUh.  Ang, 
CuprEST,  91,  pr,  2  e.  olaf^p,  em- 


brnoa   Oltpt,  91t  pL  i.    AjBL 

dgppam. 
Glosb,  386,  ek  audoaure,  field. 
Gbokktbo,  94,  eb,  knodldng. 
Oogaittbiob,  Gogkatjtbicb,   240. 

Gokautbicb,  241,  eb,  basQid:, 

oodkatrice. 
Gooous,  180,  a4f.     Bead  eorMH^ 

curious. 
GosBS,  53,  eb.  coffin. 
GoMEBGua,  310,  a^\  troubLsaomA 
GoMMUNiD,  260,  m».  baye  tiba  Hbljr 

fifttninTimAn  ndrniniwfArftd^ 

GoMPLEOOioir,  234,  GoxpiJaxoB, 
337,  eh.  natural  oispoaitiQn. 

GoNDiroioir,    94,    eb,   agreement^ 

bargain. 
Gone,  323,  vh.  know,  acknowledn 

'Gone  me  goode  thonke*  =  M 

thankAil  to  me. 

GoimsBOUBX^  374,  eb,  cxoroiser. 

GoKKYKO,  59,  eh.  knowledge,  wis- 
dom.   AS.  cunnan,  to  know. 

GoKSEQUXNS,  5,  eb,  per  eoneegumt 
=  necessarily. 

GoKSEYYB,  172,  v5.  concoiTO^  gift 

birth  to. 

GoirrBABiE,  30,  vh,  oppoea 
GoNTRUOCioir,  126,  eb,  oontritioD, 

penitence. 

GoNUEBSACio:r,  229,  dwelling- 
place.    Lat.  convereari, 

GoBiouSB,  114,  adj.  curiousy  re- 
markable. 

GoRS,  129,  sh.  corpse,  body. 

GosTAOE,  50,  eh.  costy  expense 
'Gooste,  or  oosta^^.  Expenee^ 
eumpiuey  impendium* — PrampL 
Farv, 

GosTE,  187,  eh.  district,  part.  *A 
coste  uhi  a  kyngdome;  dima 
vtl  dimata.* — CSuh.  Ang, 

GosYV,  323,  eb,  used  to  expw 
any  close  relationship,  the  mean- 
ing in  the  present  case  being 
nephew.    Lat.  coneanguineue. 

GoTE-ABMOTiB,  24,  •&.  an  upper 
garment  worn  over  the  armour. 
*  Gotearmour ;  ineignium,* — Oaik* 
Ang. 
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Ooi7SHTB»  373,  $b.  meeting.  Lat. 
etmvenhu, 

OowDB,  11,  j4.  $.  ooold,  iras  able. 
C&AOOHm,  254,  pt»  «.  Bciatohed, 

tore. 
GBEWSLNB88B,  31,  8h.  GHielty. 

Grewxttb,  Obubt,  180,  $b.  flask. 
$A  crowette;  omputtOf  JMa.* — 
tfath,  Ang, 

Oboffb,  286,  8h.  the  top. 

Gbte,  96,  $b,  a  proclamation. 

OuBB,  148,  $b.  ohaive,  manage- 
ment ;  167,  love,  affection. 
Oct,  35,  ih.  lot    See  Note. 

Daide,  25,  pt  a.  died. 
Dalte,  Deltb,  154,  |)<.  8.  diyided, 
distributed.    A.8.  dwlan, 

DAKFirABiLL,  14,  odj,  worthy  or 
liable  to  be  condemned. 

Dakpvy,  22,  vh.  condemn,  sen- 
tence. 

Debbelithe,  161,  vh,  in^per, 
doable. 

Dbdb,  111,  eh,  death.  'Dede,  or 
dethe.  More,  lehtm,  inUriUA.* — 
Prompt,  Parv. 

Defatttb,  vh,  £ul  in,  want. 
Defatttb,  133,  eh,  charge,  blame. 
DxFENDB,  106,  vh.  keep  off,  driye 
away. 

Defied,  123,  fi,  e.  despised.  *  To 
defye ;  de^pieere* — (kUh.  Ang, 

DzFLOEAOioir,  Defloubtno,  42, 
eh,  seduction. 

Dels,  73,  eh,  particle,  bii 

Deligatbs,  106,  eh,  pi,  delights, 
pleasures,  luxuries.  '  uaUei 
dainty  proyisions.' — Bailey, 

Delioiousites,  DiLicioxrsiTBS, 
274,  eh,  pi,  dainties,  pleasures. 

Deliukbltb,  258,  adv,  dereily, 

skilAilly. 
Delte,  222,  pt  e,  engaged,  fought 

with. 

DXMX,  21,  pr,  1  e.  sentence,  ad- 
j^idge. 

DsHTKD,  8Sy  pt  e.  refosed,  op- 
posed. 

aiSTA. 


Depabtb,  440,  vh,  separate;  49, 
share,  divide.  Depabtid,  73,j3p. 

Deptttte,  235,  pp,  settled,  ap- 
pointed. 

Dere,  138,  vh,  iigure,  hurt  A.8. 
derian, 

Debewobthe,  405,  d^',  dear,  pre- 
doua    A.S.  deorwyrUe, 

Debioe,  370,  funeral  service,  dim. 
From  the  opening  words  ox  a 
hymn  used  in  the  Boman 
Oatholic  Burial  Service:  Dirige 
greeeuemeoe, 

Desebxte,  29,  vh.  earn. 

Desseob,  93,  eh.  decease,  death. 
Lat  dieceeeue.    See  aUo  Dicese. 

DEYoroB,  126,  t^.  imper.  divide. 

Det,  109,  8h,  day,  time.  *Holde 
my  dey'  =  pay  on  the  day 
appointed. 

Dey,  88,  vh,  die.  Deyeth,  8,  pr.  e. 

DBTirTETK,  874,  04;.  dainty,  deli- 
cate.   DEXid'ETHLT,  370,  adv, 

DiOESB,  237,  DisoESB,  166,  Di9-^ 
SSASE,  155,  DiSBESE,  49,  eb.  de- 
cease, death.    Lat  deeeeeeue. 

DicHE,  110,  Dike,  eh.  ditch.  A.9. 
dte. 

Did,  Dude,  159,  pi.  e,  put  '  Did 
on'  s=  put  on;  'dude  of'  s= 
took  off,  doffed. 

Did  ypqv  gbosbe,  179,  GnMafled». 

Sut  to  death  on  the  cross.    '  To 
0  on  crosse;  crueijtgere.' — Oaih* 
Ang, 
DiDE,  154,  vh.  pt,  t  died,  suffered. 

DiBWOBTHB,  121,  a^f.  precious, 
dear.    A.S.  deorwyrte. 

DlSGRTYS,  84,  vh.  discern,  distin- 
guish. 

Disease,  176,  Disese,  106,  dis- 
graces, hardships.  'Dysese,  or 
greve.  jT (Sattmi,  gravamen,  taior 
mUae,  angutUa,* — Prompt.  Parv. 

DiSESY,  22,  a^\  difficult,  unplea^ 
sant 

DiSHEiUED,  49,  pp.  disinherited. 
'  To  disherett ;  exkeredart,  exhere^ 
dUare.* — Cath.  Ang, 

DissssED,  50,  pp,  displeased,  dis- 
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t>tatfUidl,  tired.     'Dvaam,  or 

Fanh 
jymAjJNCMt  134,  «ft.  diaagreeiMBty 

differenoo* 
DiTS,   162,  vh.  plmoe,  set    A.S. 

Dzunroims,  996,  $h.  pi,  inteipralsrt 

ol  dreams,  eootkwyera. 
Do,  16.  Do2^^  ld|   Ml.   oMiMd. 

^BaXtk  do  (done)  one'  a  iMth 

ottoeed  to  be  prodAi&ed. 
Do  or,  2.  v6,  tmper.  put  off,  tike 

off.    £mg.  dq/. 

DOBLt,    281,    DOBBLB,     144,    Q4f. 

douUe. 
DooiBxn,  68,  •(.  learning,  litent- 
tore. 

DoLi,  278,  •(.  gnef;  lementation. 
DoMB,  11,  $b.  sentenoe,  Judgment 

DoicTa,  69,  pi. 
DoirracAV,  21,  •(,  Judge,  doome- 


DoonETS,  416,  $b.  gremnuir:  eo 
QftUed  from  X^mmIii*,  ft  oelebnted 
grammarmn.    AesNote. 

DOBXB,  806,  atfi.  duk. 

DoBBB,  143,  $b.  door,  house. 

DouoBTi,  66,  Domnr,  0,  Dojtt, 
11 »  adj\  braye.  Doutxly,  bO, 
Qdv,    A.Q.dohiig. 

DOTTOHTDt,     112,     DOWTBB,     118, 

D03TIB,  87,  «l.  daughter.    A.U. 
dohtor, 

D&iFFB,  369,  reftaLse,  husks. 

Dbatkt,  298,  Dbativtb,  219,  pi. 
«.;  Dbxint,  260,  DBjmnrx,  247, 
Dbeitohid,  |3^  808,  drowned. 

Dbsbtbs,  860^  «&.  pi,  dregs,  reftise 
food.    A.S.  dcBTti,  drttte. 

Dbowx,  26,  pt  9,  'drowe  matri- 
'  mony '  s  eontraoted  or  entered 
into  matrimony. 

DtTLLiD,  68,  pp,  gneted,  made 
downhearted,  dispirited. 

Dyet,  67,  »h.  length  of  time.  Lat 
~     p,  from  diei,  a  day. 


Edsvtb,  298,  vh.  to  build,     l^at. 


EllC,  322,  $b.  undo. 
EnUB,  408,  adv,  earlier, 
Bm  SOMBS,  18,  adv.  again. 
BoAiiiT,  484,  adv.  equally. 
EiLBTH,  68,  pr.  $.   ails,   itf   tibe 
matter  with*    AJS.  ii^Uiiii. 

Ets,  189^  ddsL  also.    A.8.sae. 

ELLUrs,  129,  BuJBB,  180,  9b.  pL 
ells.    Lat.  M^fia. 

Exx-GBismr,  187,  sk  idknr- 
Ohiistian.  'Yre  vmeriikme  ben 
alls  |k>  |«  hareK  cme  ]oiierd.aad 
haueS  one  bileoe  imene,  and  one 
folcninge  [baptism].* — Old  £iml 
ffomUiei,  E.  JS.  Text  Soc,  ed. 
Morris,  pt.  2,  p.  9,  L  18. 

Enbowb,  204,  vh.  redine,  lay  down. 

Enoombxbmbht,  129,  $h.  misfitt^ 
tune. 

EiTFBCtB,  108,  vh.  infeoi,  pollute. 
Ekiobiod,    198,  pp.  instructodf 

educated. 
Entobstngb,  116,  •(.  fieroenesi^ 

fttry. 

Erhxsih  123,  pp.  exalted,  raised. 

£iNF»iDXD^  174,  pL  s.  beoaae 
proud. 

EirsEBCBOum,  66,  A.  ssarchsir,  die- 
ooverer. 

Enspebxd,  317,  pi,  «.  enquired. 

Eksttndbs,  263,  adv.  in  sunder,  in 
pieces^ 

EXTENT,    10,  «&.  intention,  par- 

uose. 
Entebly,  36,  adv.  in  his  heart, 

earnestly.    *  Enterly ;  t nitfne.* — 

CatKAng. 

ESTERMETB,  234,  EHTBBlClnrB,  81, 

vh,  interfere,  haye  to  do  with. 
Eb,  86,  pr.  pi.  are. 

Ebxndb,  26,   Ebovdb,    ^48,    ih. 

errand,  buainesSi    E^tnrots,  6, 

pi. 

Estatx,  173,  ih.  rank,  position. 

Estebnb,  266,  a4f.  of  Easter. 

ExoiTKD,  72,  pL  $.  urged,  tried  to 
persuade. 

ExvoiTB,  272,  BxK>wgB,  271,  vh. 
expoimd,  explain. 
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BTm»  23,  fftL  bfliraM. 

ErsEir,  106, 8h.  pL  eggs.  *  Benel* 
hire  hire  HreH.'-^Anorm  MiwU^ 
p.  66. 

BnsLL,  179,  tft.  Tinegar. 
Fathttkdb,  113,  $b.  beauty,  £Eur* 


Fallyho,  173,  adj\  suited,  proper. 

Fahtabi/s,  123,  ib.  pi.  playthings, 
fuicy  articles. 

Fahtektk,  260,  little  child.  See 
P.  Fhwman,  C.  Text,  x.  35,  170, 
and  xi.  182. 

Fabdels,  Fabdelys,  285,  a&.  pL 

bundles,  packages. 
Fase,  98,  sh,  itLce. 
Fawtis,  44,  sh,  pi,  faults,  crimes. 

Felait,  Felowe,  175,  companion. 

Cloel.  fdagi. 
Fbld,  17,  ib,  $,  field,  country. 

Fbljcd,  Felt,  210,  pt.  pi,  per- 
oeived. 

Fbushipfe,  183,  company.  '  Feli- 
scUppe ;  (hruariium,  soeietoM,*  &c 
— doth,  Ang. 

Fellb,   115,  acff.  fierce,   furious, 

savage.    O.Fr.  fd  (Roquefort). 

*  ^  flestbtt  Ib  ft/al  wjnde.' 
P.  Plowman,  ed.  Skcat,  B.  Tut,  ztL  81. 

FILOU178,  52,  f^.  pi,  yillains. 
<  Felone,  thef.  BedtUtu:  — 
JVonipt.  PctTv* 

Fbbdfull,  372,  adj,  timid. 

FsBONESSE,  5,  tft. «.  fright,  alarm. 

Fbbmb,  384,  $b.  reni  *Lete  it  to 
tome,'  let  it  at  a  rent 

Fbebest,  187,  adj.  furthest,  luv 
thest    A.S.  /eorr,  hr. 

FXBSLT,  98,  adv,  fiercely. 

Fbstfull,  27,  (uff.  least,  festiraL 

Fbt,  80,  pp.;  Fettb,  282,  ol  «. 
fetched.  Drought,  led.  A.S.  ywian, 

Fbtbis,  158,  ib.pL  ihirs,  amuse- 
ments. 

FzuD,  261,  111  «.  defiled* 

Fxllb,  153,  |><.  «.  fell,  happened. 

FirruxAE,  221,  a4f.  suitable, 
fitting. 


FrriNO,  98,  §h,  fighting,  struggle. 
F^TE,  5,  vft.  fight. 

Flaxebtso,     100,    ib.    fiapping. 
O.Dut.  idaggeren. 

Flb,  58,  vb.  flee  from,  be  avoided. 
A.  8.  Jfleon, 

Flyte,  400,  vb.  quarrol,  dispute. 
FoLEWB,  30,  vb.  follow. 
FoUD,  154,  pt.  8.  defiled. 
FoiCET,  278,  $b.  vomit 
Fow,  242,  Fo2TyB,  248.  a^f.  foolish. 
FoNDB,  118,  pt,  8.  found,  reco- 
vered.    A.S.  findan^ 
FoKOE,  155,  vb,  take,  seute. 

FoBCE,  14,  8b,  importance,  consi- 
deration. *Make  no  force's 
consider  of  no  importance,  or 
attach  no  importance  to. 

FOBSTEB,  206, 8b.  forester,  keeper  of 
the  forest 

FoBSTEBiD,  237,  pp.  brought  up, 
nursed. 

FoBTHYNKE,  209,  vb,  repent,  be 
sorry  for. 

FoB^TE,  161,  pi.  8,  foKot  Fob- 
YETE,  46,  vb,    A.S.firgUan, 

FOT7CHESAX77,  191,  vb.  agree,  be 
kind  enough. 

FovBTENYTE,  253,  s5.  fortnight. 

FoTTTE,  98,  FowTE,  7,  j»<.  $.  fought 

F0WCHID-&AFE,  32,  pt  8.  vouch* 
safed. 

FowE,  9,  a4f.  few.    A.S.  feaw. 

FoYLiD,  143,  pp.  seduced,  defiled. 
FoYUTHE,  161,  pr.  8.  'Fowlyn, 
or  defowlyn.  TurpOf  pMuo^'  Ac 
— FrompL  Parv. 

Fbealte,  25,  8b.  8.  frailty,  weak- 
ness. O.lSr.  freUf  /rtule^  from 
Lat  fragilu. 

Fbbtyno,  278,  8b.  eating  away. 

Fbewte,  Fboyte,  192|  Fbutx,  117, 
8b.  fruit 

Fbowabde,  101,  a4f.  proud. 

FuoHSAPE,  9,  vh.  vouchsafe. 

FiTLD,  64,  pp.  filled,  satisfied^ 

Fulfill,  44,  vb.  satisfy,  sufisr  inr. 

FuBTK,  6^  nmm.  gd/*  fourth. 
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GLOflUkRT. 


■ptroar 
And  made  "Betrm  me ; 


FrUDy  02»  jrf.  f.  defiled,  injured. 

Ftndb,  45,  vft.  sappoft,  piovidd 
Ibr.  Still  vaed  in  ttie  phraae  '  to 
find  one  in  anything,'  i.  e.  to 
proride,  supply.  FousDXV,  199» 

Oadert«  50,  v&.  fiiiper.  gmther, 
ooUect 

Oatb,  62,  pi  «.  begat. 

Oatijb,  968,  ad9.  finely,  grandly. 

Oxan>BBiiH9 18,  pr.  «.  bnng  HoEih, 
produce. 

Omrnii,  90,  oc^'.  noble. 

OxBT,  312,  pC  «.  canaed. 

Obstkhid,  257,  pip.  lodged. 

Oestkvtho,   10,   th,   hoapitalify, 

entertainment. 

'The  Baptronr  WM  ^td  of  tbally^ynib 
etrwe  gode  mMJtmmmM. 
V  Bampiam,  MSl  OMtab^ 
Vr.  U.  88^  lenf  Ufw 

Gbstes,  406,  td.  p2.  lustory,  an- 
nal& 

GsTEN,  32,  pp.  begotten. 

Olswed,  117,  pp.  g^ned,  fiwtened. 

OLOSEir,  53,  pr.pL  flatter,  deoeiYe. 
'Qlocrn,  or  flatoryn.  ^dalor, 
UantUorJ—Fromjii.  Parv, 

Glosykg,  40,  th,  flattery,  deceit 
*  Qloeynge,  or  flaterynge.  Adw' 
lacio' — Prcmpi,  Parv. 

Glowmynos,  233,  adj.  gloomy, 
frowning,  displeased. 

GxEWE,  124,   Gkowx,  110,  jd.  $. 

bit,  tore,    *  Gnawyn,  or  gnayrn, 

or  fretjm  yngentely  w]rthe  teuie. 

BodOj  eorrodo.* — Pirompl.  Parv. 
GoBETTES,  442,  tft.   jpf.   moraels, 

pieceflL 
GoETis,  60,  GoTES,  70,  $b.  fl  goata. 
GoosT,  01,  a5.  spirit,  sonL 

GosTELT,     100,     a^\     spiritual, 

ghostly;  4,  adv. 
GoTHE,  208,  imper.  pi.  go. 

GouEKSTATLE,  263,  9b.  guardian- 
ship, charge. 

Granges,  367,  «5.  pi.  manors, 
fiums. 

G&ECS8,  306,  •ft.|>7.  steps. 


Gbetb,  172,  p$.  $.  greeted,  saluted. 
A.S.  ^rtfttntm 

Gbbuoublt,  128,  adv.  with  bnid- 
ship. 

Grevhohdx,  GBEVBoinm,  JM; 

$Ik  greyhound. 
Gbivx,  65, 1^  annoy,  griere. 

Gbitoghb,  71,  Gbvochiih,  4,  pr.  t. 
grumble.    O.Fr.  ^roudUcr. 

Gbthne,  138,  ib.  trap,  snam. 
GBTRTDrois,  6,  •&.  j»l.  gioaninga. 
GuBm^s,  126,  «&.  imper.  gird  up. 

Halftkdklb,  414,  $b.  half  shaare. 
TfATJffP,  310,  pt  t.  embraced. 
Haxb,  383,  •&.  skin.    A.8.  homo. 
Hamoubb,  243,  f5.  a  hammer,  dub. 
Hapb,  388,  f5.  good  ibrtune,  suo- 


Happt,  380,  a4f.  fbitunats,  suo- 
cessftiL 

HABBOBOir,  206,  Habbboit,  Hbb- 
BOBOWB,  213,  9b.  lodging. 

Habbobowtd,  208,  pp.  entw- 
tained,  lodged. 

HABDIVB88B,  8,  tk  t.  daxing. 

Habsilt,  130,  adv,  boIdlT,  laar* 
leasly.  *Hardyly.  ^udoclfr.*— 
Prompt  Parv. 

Hablotte,  77,  9b.  wretch,  rasoel. 
*  Harlotte.  8eurrM9.*  —  iVompC 
Parv.,  on  which  see  Way's  Note. 

HAB2rEi8,  80,  Habvss,  159,  fi. 
arms,  accoutrements,  dress. 

Habhbstxd,  123,  pp.  adorned,  got 
up.  'Hamesed;  cmaUu.* — Calk 
Ang. 

Habfe,  400,  vb.  futen.  The  hup 
is  the  iron  catch  of  the  door. 

HAiTurm,  101,  fi.  9.  frequented^ 
attended.  'l\>hawnte;  exert9r9, 
fxercOare;    ubi  to  use.'— CblA. 

Ang. 

Hatbs,  366,  th.  hair-doth,  worn 
next  the  skin  as  a  penance.  Stf 
o^Heteeb. 

HsDE,  2,  tib.  head.    A.S.  Acc^od. 

HsDiB,  10,  adv.  hither,  here. 

Heildb,  214, pit.  held. 


549 


HsLDS,  ia«,  wk 


3mj.    Sm 


HsLS,  6y «(.  bealtli,  a  cure. 
HsLS,  129,  vk,  hide,  concwl.  A.S. 

Hesqctb,  126,  §b.  pL  fringe,  bema. 

Hevo,  318,  pi.  «.  hjoDgg  WM  hmD^ 
ing. 

Hesttb,  148,  jrf.  <•  aeise.  '  I  henie, 
I  Uke  by  TTolenoe,  or  to  oatehe, 

HsB,  90,  po4$.  pr,  tbeir. 

He&beboit,  411,  vh,  lodge,  shelter. 
A.S.  herebergan, 

Herborowb,  213,  9b,  i.  lodging. 
See  HjiXBOBomL 

Hebdib,  302,  «6.  pL  shepherde. 

HXBTLT,  121,  adv.  heartily,  from 

the  heart 
Heyt,  68,  adf.  dispirited,  griered. 
Hbtssr,  395,  dK  hair-doth.    See 


HS3T,  177,  f^.  $,  height 

H1DOW8B,  110,  adj,  hideons,  hor- 
rible. 'Hidus;  horriduef  horri- 
ficue.^'-Caih,  Ang, 

Him^ns,  2,  Hilt,  72,  odv.  doeely, 

exceedingly. 
HiOHT,  112,  HiiT,  182,  pi.  $.  was 

named.    A.S.  natan. 

Hud,  254,  pt  pi.  hastened. 

HiLDE,  135,  pt.  ».  skinned,  flayed. 

*  BumeH  were  btur  bettee  to  kmlds.' 
Wilk  qf  PaXerne,  ed.  Skeiit,  17S8. 

Ail.  hyldan  ;  O.IceL  hylda. 

HiLLE,  82,  vh.  ooTer,  dothe,  oonoeaL 
Hilled,  305,  pp.    A.S.  kiian. 

HmoE,  238,  pi.  i.  hung. 

HiBDE,  6,  pi.  pi.  heard. 

Hi^,  233,  pp.  promised. 

Hole,  69,  adj,  cured,  freed. 

HoLiCH,  HoLLT,  180,  adv.  wholly, 

entirdy. 
HOLITVO,  10,  eb.  making  a  hole. 
HoLSOKE^    113,    adj.    wholesome, 

beneficud.  'Holsum.  Saluber.*-^ 

Prompi.  Parv. 

HoiTBrr,  60,  adj,  becoming,  proper, 
soitablo.    Lat  haiueiue* 


HoanavLT,  50,  mdv.  honourably 

HovoB,  4,  vh.  hang,  kilL 

HoFTHO,  366,  pr.  p,  expecting. 

Ho&B,  2,  eb.  whore,  an  unfidthful 
wife. 

H0RBOOPFI8,  S83,  eb.  pL  bastards. 
The  word  occurs  in  Svr  TWi- 
wkomre  (Psroy  Soo.,  ed.  Halli« 
well),  I  224.  See  also  Prompi. 
Porv.,  p.  24a  *H%e  pelitufme,  a 
hor-coppe.' — Wrighvs  Vid.  </ 
Vocab.,  p.  217. 

Host,  267,  eb.  an  inn.    See  OsT. 

H08TAOB,  257,  eb.  hospitality, 
lodging. 

H08TELL,  213,  eb.  lodging. 

H08TSST,  315,  eh.  inn,  lodging. 

HoxTTD,  369,  pi.  e.  hovered. 

Hugh,  Hughs,  288,  eh.  box,  chest 

HUKDBID,  75,  pi.  e.  (P  =  hyndrid^ 

i.  e.  hiudored  or  prevented  from 

seeing  or  joining). 

HuBD,  13,  pt.  e.  heard. 

HuBDE,  92,  eh.  shepherd.  *  Hoerd 
man.  Paetor,  agaeo.* — PtcmpL 
Parv. 

Hy,  63,  vh.  imptf.  hasten,  hurry, 
A.8.  higian. 

I-BB,  3,  Y-BB,  2,  pp.  been. 

I-BLEKT,  111,  pp.  blinded.  A.8. 
hUndan. 

I-CLUPID,  118,  pp.  called.  A.8. 
cUopian. 

Ien,  Tsk,  154,  eh.  pi.  eyes.  A.8, 
tage. 

I-FoxnrDE,  137,  pp.  supported, 
maintained.  The  expression  '  to 
find  one  in  anything,' meaning 
'to  provide  one  with  sncS 
things,'  iM  stiU  in  use.  See  aleo 
Fynde. 

I-FBSTT,  142,  pp.  rubbed  off, 
torn  off.  'Pretyngo.  Corroeic* — 
Prompi.  Parv. 

I-HTED,  280,  pp.  exalted,  pro- 
moted. 

I-iju>,  118,  pp.  lad,  oondnetedt 
directed* 
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I-iinDm>,  IM,  pp,  anlightro^ 

iN-DSETNT,  177,  pp.  diownad, 
oyerwhelmed.  A.cL  drtnekan^ 
pret.  drende. 

iKFECTf  70,  or.  1  pL  become  in- 
feotedy  cttfcoh  a  dieeme. 

Inibotx.  18,  a^f*  comipt. 

Iir«OANQX,  200,  ib.  the  in-going, 

entrance. 
Inhzbth,  S5,  pr.  t.  exalte,  mefip- 

nifiee. 

Inlt,  361,  adv.  doeelj. 

I-HOWHS,  128,  CM^*.  enough  eofi* 

cieol    A.S.  fenok, 
lNTENDATJ2rrB,  62,  a^\  obedient 
Ikwittis,  18,  tib.  pi.  eeoses. 
I-8BTTB,  251,  pp.  appointed,  eet 
I-8P&AD,  7,  pp.  spread,  oorored. 
I-TAXB,  10,  pp.  arreeted. 
I-TXTDB,  260,  pp.  tied,  bound. 
I-inssB,  185,  adv.  assuredly. 

Iafes,  408,  8h.  pi.  buffooneriee. 

Ibbet,  130,  lUBET,  $b.  gallows. 
'GKbetw  Pa<t5t4ttm,  oalq/urcttim.' 
— PtompL  Farv. 

ISNTiLinBSSX,  88,  Bh.  ^tto  man- 
ners, ladylike  behayiour. 

loGAinn',  116,  adj.  merry,  glad. 

looxTND,  69,  adj,  pleased,  deligbted. 

looELEB,  125,  «^.  cunning  fellow, 

trickster. 
loBiTAT,  130,  tib,  journey, 
luais,  59,  ib.  pi.  judges. 
lUQTLiTnx,  135,  pr.  %.  strang^ea 

lusrmo,  98,  th.  jooets,  tourna- 
ments.   O.Fr.  jou$U. 

Ebgedt,  149,  sb.  kitchen.  'Ey- 
ohyne.  Cooiitna,  culina,  popina.* 
— I^rompt.  JParv. 

Sjclid,  76,  pt,  $,  cooled,  refreshed. 
'To  kele;  frigidare,  tepifaomre^ 
et  cetera ;  uhi  to  make  oaJde/— 
Cath.  Ang.    A.S.  celan. 

Eepe,  56,  $b.  notice,  thought 

KEuratYir,  129,  vb.  wrap  up  in. 

KiST,  82,  pt.  a.  kissed,  embraced. 


KhTS,  180,  Sttis,  16t,  jHL  s.  ettt 

Enaues,  413,  tib.  pL  eerrantB. 

KirouLACBS,  77,  tb.  knowledge^ 
recognitkcL 

Etitbs,  157,  tib.  naturei  Qfkynde' 
ss  naturaL 

KTiuirois,  248,  «(.  pi,  jonng 

Lap,  118,  pt  s.  led,  ooodiioM. 

Lafte,  413,  LbrSi  4(M,  jil «.  f«- 

mained,  waeleft, 

8lr  Ftrmmbrmg,  9d.  Hsntafe^LM. 
See  also  P.  Plotoman^  A.  iiL  190. 
Lak,  140,  vb.  be  wanting,  hSL 

Lakatns,  128,  sb.  pL  toja,  play- 
tfainffs.  '  Laykyn,  or  tiiynffe  |!at 
chyldeiTn  |wty  wytfae.  LwaHiU! 
Ac^PrompL  Parv.  See  Bioek- 
etfs  Gloss.,  a  t.  Laking. 

Lapps,  129,  vh.  wrap,  inTolTe,  vo& 
up.  LAPPm,  103,  j9p.  'Tol^pe; 
volvere,  convoivere;  to  lanp  m; 
intricare,  invoivere,* — CbdL  Am§» 

Laboe,  153,  a4f.  liberaL 

Lasse,  10,  adj.  and  mdv.  leaa 

Late,  4,  pr.  pL  cause.  A.S.  Idkuu 

Late,  18,  pt.  s.  allowed,  oanaed. 

Lattbe,  399,  ib.  window. 

LATranTE,  24,  pi.  a  took  (the  field). 

Lawe,  46,  vb.  to  laugh,  be  merry. 
Law}I8T,  3,  j9r.  2  a  A.S.  hUMan. 

Laws,  175,  adv.  low. 

Lebebdeb,  246,  tb.  pL  leopaidsL 

Leohe,  5,  $b.  phjraiciaa.  AA 
Ubche. 

Leche-cbapt,  65,  f5.  suigeiy, 
medicine,  art  medico.  A.8L  todke- 

eraft. 

Ledde,  253,  pt.  M.  laid,  plaoed. 

Lede,  177,  ib.  lead. 

Leene,  Lens,  29,  vh.  lend. 

L£PT«  212,  pt.  a  lOTfiained.  Bm 
Lapte. 

Lepullb,  160,  adf.  IswfiiL 
Leges,  397,  eb.  pi.  leagues. 
Lsvior,  249,  Lexok,  162,  tb.  sweet- 
heart, layer.  'Leman;  eiMWMii^* 
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Lehbtb,  126,  ih,  jU.  loiBfl.  'A 
}ende;  Immhta,' — Cbtik  .Asif. 

Lkhtop^  266^  a4h  ^  nuoa  of 

Loot 
LxPBSicKar,   265,   #1.  |il.   lepers^ 

leprouA. 

LxB»  225!4  ^-  «mptf  . 
Les,  183,  JjXSS,  59,  «6.  lose.  LuBST, 
115,  yr.  2  i,    A.&  komiu. 

liESYNOy  79,  ii.  loss,  lomg. 

idBiTSCT,  183,  s6.  tta   Jipnmippi 

59,  j»/.    A.8.  hanmg. 

Lkt, 69, ol. i; euuMd.  *t<tP>4pio/ 

cansea  to  be  loflfMi^ 
Lbtb,  106,  LSTXB,  IS,  v&.  liinder, 

sk^.    iJS.  ifflan. 
Lettxbsd,  256,  adj.  educated. 

ZdnrAdOK,  324,  ah,  lifting,  dera- 
tion (of  the  hoetX 

Levb,  147,  pr.  tf.  lire,  spend  life. 
Lextyd,  52,  pt.  «. 

I^£YID,  21,  pp.  believod,  trusted  to. 

Lewdb,  160,  adj.  foolish,  unlearned. 
'Lewde,  unkunnynge,  or  vn- 
knowynge.    Ifudus,  ignarus* — 

Lewdelioh,  89,  Lewidlt,  38,  adv. 
loolidilj, 

LSWDSNS88B,  21,  f5.  foUy,  foolish- 


Lbwtb,  30,  §b.  Aford,  honour. 

]JET,  159,  t;&.  pledge,  give  as 
security.  *Leyn.  or  leye  wai- 
oure.     Vadio,* — JPrompt.  Parv. 

Leyoetub,  52>  •h.  Leicester. 
LiBABD,  246»  ih.  a  leopard. 

liiFLODB,  82,  $h.  support,  main- 
tenance. '  Lyy^lode,  or  lyfhode. 
Vidua.* — Ptompt.  Parv. 

LlFTE,  150,  adj.  left. 

14a,  679  X^oajE,  6,  vii  lie.  A.S. 
Uggan. 

Lo(9>  9,  pr.  f .  please. 

LiKBTH,  116,  impera.  pr,  pLaaaes. 

LncnroB,  140,  a€(;.  pleasing  to  tiie 
right 


Idorma,  91 7<  siw  yttpmtf^ 
LiTHB,  99,  pr.  s;  liea,  ia  lying. 
Lrr&x,  220,  pr.  a.  lies  (mtMliitir). 
LrrBRAr,  79,  siw  livery. 
L13T,  5,  |>p.  lit    A.S.  ieoAlofi. 
Li]T,  5, 16.  light    AAiaoM. 

Ldtsly,  10,  adv.  ^aaOy,  vithoat 
oii&culty, 

L13TNT,  195,  #ftw  enlighten. 

LoBOtm,  ^«  •&.  labour,  hard  work. 

I^ismi,  40,  vb.  imptr.  Jock.    A.S. 
faioaii. 


LoBBix^  80,  LOSSU*.  0h*  Usv» 
cally*   '  lioxel,  or  loael,  or  ludena 

Sordayne,    8.,    lurdeyn,     P.). 
urco? — Pnmfi.  Parv. 

Los,  232,  a^\  loose,  free. 

Loss,  115,  vh.  loosen.  A.S.  Man; 
O.Icel.  loaa. 

Lost,  154,  ab.  loss,  fkilure.  *For 
loet  of  obserraunce  *  =  to  pre- 
vent a  fbilure  of  obedience. 

LouLYNESSE,  72,  ah.  lowliness, 
me^siess. 

Lowe,  235,  vh.  humble.  Lowi^B, 
245,  pr.  a, 

LowNBSsE,  119,  ah.  meekness, 
humility. 

LowTED,  144,  pt.  a.  bowed.  'I 
lowte,  I  gyue  reuerence  to  one, 
Je  me  camhre,  Je  luy  JHU  la 
reuerence.' — Palagrave.  •  Bowyn, 
or  lowtyn.*— Prompt.  Parv. 

L0W3,  3,  pt  a.  laughed. 

JjjJlXQJSft,  3,  ah.  pi.  Iung0,  ride. 

LuBDAYNEs,  145,  «5.  fl.  rasosls, 
low  fellows.  '  A  lurdane,  ubi  % 
thefe.'— 'Co/A.  ilna.  'Aloordon, 
or  sot,  hardua.' — Chuldman. 

Lust,  104,  pr.  pi.  like,  delist  in. 
A.S.  lyatan. 

Lykyxo,  114,  acfj.  pleasant,  beau- 
tiful. 

Lyyelodb,  411,  ah.  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

Lyybly,  218,  adj.  fbU  of  life. 
I  Makb,  312,  ah.  mate,  partner. 
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Mavasitb,  18»  pr.  «.  ihrMtan. 
'To  vMum;  ubi  to  throto.'— 
CaikAng. 

ILlhsb,  ICamibs,  414,  A  inaiior» 

estate. 

MUTQUELLBty  102,  •&.  mTJodnwt 
man-killer.  iuS.  moticttwl^^t^ 
from  etMKan,  tokilL 

ILiT,  37,  t^  maid,  maiden.  A.S. 
fMdg, 

IfiKARB,  991,  $b,  mediator. 

ICxAinr,  M),  f&.  attendants,  vntinne. 
AeeMsm. 

ICkdII,  55,  th,  xewazd.  '  Meade,  re- 
warde.  Premium,*  S^.^-Prempi, 

MxDEWS,  18,  th.  meadow,  field. 
A.S.  miadu;  gen.  meadewei, 

MxDLiTH,  66,  pr.  «.  meddles  in, 
mixes  in. 

Minnn;.L,  59,  (tdv,  much,  greatly. 

MwRKKMiMT,  59,  $b.  fine.  5e0 
Ameroymsn^ 

Messaosbs,  208,  9h,  pL  messen- 
gers. 

Mevablb,  180,  adj,  moreable. 
MevabUif  personal  as  opposed  to 
real  property. 

Meyid,  105,  pp.  mored,  troubled. 

Mbtnb,  73,  4h,  servants,  house- 
hold. O.Fr.  maitniSe,  vhioh  cor- 
responds to  mantionatam  from 
mansumem,  as  Jiouuhold  from 
house, 

Meybe,  3,  9b,  magistrate. 

MiBDis,  177,  Myddis,  6,  adv, 
midst,  middle. 

MiSQOUEBNAYLE,  93^  ih.  disturb- 
ance, outrage. 

Mo,  08,  Moo,  23,  (Uff,  more.    A.S. 

MoBDBBYD,  11,  pt.  pi,  murdered. 

MoBOWENYNO,  87,  «(.  moming. 

Most,  77,  Moste,  46,  adj,  greatest, 
highest,  principal. 

Mot,  116,  Mow,  65,  Mows,  2, 
aux.  vh.  may. 

MuRTE,  110,  adj,  merry.  Mxtbelt, 
MuRiLY,  58,  adv. 


Mtohem,  107,  sk  jpL  pilleienb 
petty  thieres.  ^  Meslisr,  •  lytell 
thefe,  lanmomu.'  —  FdUgrave^ 
Now  common  as  a  term  ibr  a 
tmant  Ot  Shak.  1  JSeary  IV.. 
ILiv.:  'Shall  the  blessed  sun  of 
heayen  prove  a  mieher  and  eat 
Uaokbemes.* 

Mtniko,  110,  pr.  p.  undermining. 

MTinsTBis,  21,  #5.  pL  aenraiita^ 
onoers. 

MTSGHEtrOTTS,  438,  a4f.  misnaUe, 
unfortunate. 

MTBGRnr,  51,  s5i.  midfortmie^ 
trouble. 

Mtsiteb,  65,  Mtstbbt,  171,  •&. 
art,  cralt  Lat  minUUrimm; 
Low Lat mctftfrimi.  Tmdersare 
called  minisUriaUi  in  Memor. 
39  Henry  IIL,  Bot  14a. 

MTBXBA-icAir,  2,  s&.  conning,  wise 
man. 

Mttebb,  108,  m{f,  mightisr^  more 

powezfuL 

Naxzd,  313,  pL  i.  stripped.  Kaktv. 
277,  imper,  s. 

Naicly,  292,  adv.  specially. 
NAxn^RAOiB,  293,  ih.  shipwreck. 
Neobssabious,  140,  adj.  neoeeaaiy. 
Nedes,   128,   imper,  pr.  there  is 
need,  is  wanting. 

Nedis,  115,  adv,  needs,  necessarily. 

*  JViadiM  BKnto  we  parte.' 
Wm.  qf  PaUms,  ed.  Skeat.  1018. 

Nescfxed,  78,  pt.  s,  called,  named. 
A.S.  nemnan;  Lat.  nominare. 

Nete,  367,  eh,  cattle. 
Neybouee,  107,  eh,  neighbour. 
NiQEOMAXCYE,  2,  ih.  magic. 

NlQBOlCAXTirOER,      1,     KlOBOlCAir- 

CTENy  2,  eb,  e,  wizard. 
NoBLEY,  202,  eh,  nobility,  rank, 
honour. 

NOLDE,  168,  for  '  ne  wcide,*  would 

not. 

NoaiSHE,  NoBYSHE,  157,  eh.  nurse, 
guardian. 

Not,  300,  Note,  259,  pr.  1  «.  for 

•  ne  wot,*  1  know  not. 
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Not,  65,  vh,  ii\jiire,  damage. 
NoTi)»,  6,  pr,  4, 

KoTNOj  109,  th.  the  doing  liarm, 
iiijarmg. 

NoYiroi,  217,  adj.  htirtfal,  in- 
jorioxis. 

Nt,  60,  <idv.  near,  oloee. 

Ntohted,  205,  pi,  B,  passed  the 

night. 
Nys,  112,  for  '  ne  m,'  is  not. 
Ntsbly,  388,  adv.  daintily,  finely. 

Obolus,  35,  $h.  a  coin  equal  in 
Talue  to  one  halfpenny. 

OxsBBBS,  71,  Bh,  jH,  usurers. 
'  Okyr ;  fenuB^  wura.  An  okerer ; 
UBurariuBf  fentraior.  To  do  okyr; 
fenerart.* — CatK  Ang,  O.Icel. 
Ckr,  usury. 

Omelie,  25,  Bh,  homily. 

On,  r>rep,  'on  slepe'  (63\  in  sleep, 

asleep;^  'on  nyshtes     (61),   at 

night,  in  the  m^^t. 

OiTES,  113,  adv.  once.    A.S.  StuB, 

OXYMENTSS,     115,     OYinBMENTBS, 

Bh,  pi.  ointments.    O.Fr.  aigne" 

mmt.    '  Ovnement,  or  onyment. 

Ungenium, — Prompt.  Parv. 

*  A  novtMm^tU  Mum  Mbe  mads.' 

WiU.  qfPaUms,  ed.  SkeO^  IM. 

Oo,  163,  adj.  one,  a  single. 

Ofteynil  134,  vh.  prevail,  suooeed, 
obtain  ner  'wish. 

O&r  50,  oof^'.  before,  ere. 

Obbein,  69,  vh.  prepare,  make 
ready.  Obdeyked,  1,  o<.  b. 
stroye  for,  endeayoured  to  oring 
about 

Obntd,  305,  pp.  adorned. 

OsT,  39,  OsTE,  90,  Bh.  army,  host. 
O.Fr.  hoBt.  *  Oost  of  menne. 
ExercituB.* — PrompL  Parv, 

OsTE,  89,  Bh.  lodgings,  inn.  '  An 
ostry;  ospicium.^ — Cath.  Ang. 
OsthouBe  is  used  in  Yorkshire  for 
an  inn.    See  Note. 

OsTE&Y,  19,  OsTBY,  90,  Bh.  inn. 
*  Syne  of  an  oBtrtf  or  of  an  in.' — 
Prinnpt.  Parv.     See  aleo  OsTB. 

Of^EBE,  eonj.  or.  0>ere  .  .  .  o^ere 
=  either  ...  or. 


OuB,  38,  Bh.  hour,  appointed  timew 
Latw  hara, 

Oul'EBE,  102,  eonj.  either. 
OvTE-TAKE,  141,  prep,  except, 
*AI1  manner  puis  is  goodc.  tbe  fltehe 

Falladint  on  HwfbondrU,  B.  B. 
T.  8.,  ed.  Lodge,  p.  17.  L  718. 

OvEB&YKBE,  122,  vh,  outstrip,  beat 

in  running. 

Owe,  97,  pr,  pi.  ought,  are  bound 
to ;  33,  vh.  possess,  own. 

Palfbay,  38,  Bh.  9,  nalf^,  riding 

horse.    L.Lat  pait^fridm, 
Palle,  305,  Bh,  fine  doth. 

Paicxbt,  81,  «ft.  payement,  road- 
way. 'TBmenU'flitaBtratoBfpaui' 
menhim,* — Oath.  Ang, 

Papfis,  5,  Bh.  pi.  breasts. 

Papulabde,  401,  Bh,  hypoorite. 
'  Paoelard,  An  hypocrite,  a  dis- 
sembler, a  fiatterer.  Papdarder, 
To  play  the  hypoorite,  to  dis- 
semble or  counterfeit  a  hpli- 
nesse.  PapelardU.  Hypocrisee, 
or  outward  show  of  rcAigion."* — 
Cotgrave, 

Pabde,  9  =  pardieu  =  by  Gfod. 

Paeilis,  245,  Bh,pl.  perils,  dangers. 

Pablement,  Pabliamebt,  78,  Bh, 
consultation,  discussion. 

Pabties,  126,  Bh,  pi,  parts,  diyi- 
sions.    Lat.  partee, 

Pask,  320,  Bh.  Easter. 

Passage,  110,  Bh.  flow. 

PASSAUirr,  247/  adj.  excellent, 
'passing'  great.  Pabsabtly, 
98,  adv. 

Passid,  43,  pt,  B.  passed.    '  Passid 
with  the  life'  = 
his  life. 


escaped  with 


Passiob,  91,  Bh,  emotion. 

Passybob,  115,  adv.  wonderfully. 

Pastube,  98,  vh,  feed. 

pAYimcs,  lit  •&.  P^  pagans, 
heathen.  'AFa3rnyme;  AhnieuB^ 
gentiltB,  paganuB,^ ^-Cfaih,  Ang, 

Pele,  78,  Bh,  appeal. 

Pebil,  93,  vh,  incur  risk,  be  en- 
dangered. 
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PBBi4Wn,  106,  «i^  daa^oMUt 
penloiuL  'Ferlioiw;  dtHnmd^ 
twnu,  perictdoem.* — Cath,  Ang* 

Febt,  171»  a4h  ^,  ^^  paang^ 
■kilfdl,  deror,  bwn^  the  trans- 
lation of  Lat  «ti5(ii{ML 

PX8, 106,  tib,  peace,  aecority. 

Fucn>»  237,  i<  «.  dyesMd  finely. 

Pleid,  57,  j4.  pL  plftyedt  amueed 
tbeineelYeiL 

Flentitb,  05,  •&.  pienty,  nomlMra. 
Compare  Bsykthh. 

SiftxoTOifl,  6,  ^.  0/.  pleaden.  'A 
pleter;  ador^  ojuoMlMt,  onUorJ 
^Cath,  Jing. 

PtSTHT),  59,  1^  pi.  oomplaiBiii^ 

pleintiL 
Pti)T,  37,  pi.  p{.  pUs^itedt  pledged. 
PLoimnra,  07,  pr.  p.  impUatiiif  . 

PoKxruiz.,  870,  tk  bagM,  luk^ 
fcJL    A.S.  pcNxi* 

FoiTDSEUfl^  66,  adf.  mighty f  hmry, 
PouircE,  191.  sb.  pulee.    An  eixor 
of  the  eorioe  for  ponce. 

Pexi8y  191»  9b,  pulee. 
PoinrTBt  70,  $b,  pi,  pamMi 
Pcnnrr,  9.  ^.  'in  poynt'  c:  on  the 
point  ofc 

Fbatt,  46,  act/,  pretty.  'Fraty. 
Flegam,  /ormoeus/  w.^-Ffompt. 
Parv, 

Prestes,  Pbbstib,  4, 9b.  pi.  priests. 

Pbeteeit,  105,  adff.  past 

P&njETEis,  1^  9L  pL  maa^  Jb- 
most  thonghsi 

Psa^JyOloVB,  66^  «l.  trial,  experi- 
ment Lat  probacUmmn^  from 
probate^  to  prove,  try. 

P&OFn^  6^9  «6.  pi.  prophets. 

Pbolotned,  135,  pp.  sepaiaied, 
set  at  a  distance. 

P^MZseioxJKi  134,  s(,  pfomiML 

Pbopbe,  163|  adj,  own.  Onnpare 
the  Jjatin  pr^prid  9ud  manu,  '  In 
propre'  (16)  ^  of  their  own. 

PlMnJTy  280,  adj.  proud. 

Pbowde,  4,  9b.  pride. 

Pinns8HT]roB%  151,  •&.  pi.  punish- 
ments^ penalties. 


PuBivm  136,  trnpsr.  t.  IbUoVy  be 
anxious  for.  ^JPdrsvyn,  er  Ibl- 
owyn.    Sepufr.* — Pri^mpL  Ptirv. 

Pubyetb,  130,  t^  pnyfids^  find. 
'  Punr^ryn.  PravimtOt  proauroJ — 
Prompt.  Parv. 

PiTTTOGaK,  Puxros,  369, «(.  kitSL 

PynjrfulL)  377,  o^.  painful. 

Ptstne,  409,  iib.  holt 

QfOADBAttUMM,  2B6,  s^  the  Mwoa 
of  Lent 

QUAimAirs^  85^  9b,  ftrthing,  aeoin, 
the  quatter  el  the  Roman  A9. 

QxTABSLL,  5CL  s5.  bolt  'Quazelt 
axowe.  Quadretlum.* — ^JFVempt 
Pttfv.  '¥mitBankanelblaetere; 
aatiareOe,  lets  he  flie.* — Lang* 
tqft,  p.  205. 

QxTBDE,  175, 9b.  pain,  hurt  O.Dutoh 
gydd, 

QuEVB,  1,  9b.  woman.    A«fiL  €wen. 

Quests,  387,  $b.  enquiry. 

Qwin^  35^  lib.  pay  for.  *  Qrytyn. 
or  lyldyn.  Beado^p^rmUvo^  jwi^^ 
— /Vwnpl.  PwrVm 

Baddi,  125^  pi  «.  read. 
Kathest,  122,  adv.  eooofi^  |h» 

first 
Ratenoub,  101^  el.  fiMer,  plun- 


JSatid,  248,  pi.  c  worried,  tore. 
Bsjiwic,  50,  th.  reahn,  kingdom. 
Fr.  rioMme. 

SbBATDX,  BmiLDE,  394,BlBAWDE, 

77,  Eybawde,    78,    9b.   rascal, 

wretch. 
Becheles,  65,  adj.  careless.    A.8. 

recdeas. 
Bbchino,  306,  pr.  p.  stretching, 

pointing. 
Bechith,  71,  pr.  i.  care,  reck. 

A.S.  riean. 
Bechithx,     hi,    pr.    9.   hands, 

reaches  oyer.    A.S.  fceeoii^ 
BxoxTRiD,  56,  pi.  9.  leooTered,  re- 
gained. 
Befute,  308,  9b.  refUge. 


ObOOBABT. 
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RsKKl,  14,  pf .  1  ji.  care.    A.S.  |  Sohsteb,  3,  tft.  Mcher,  dioote; 
t€can. 


Beme,  256,  %b,  realm,  kingdom. 
SmEbawic. 

BsHTTTX,  899,  pp.  fbrgiven. 

BsPSBseB,  61,  •&.  snlgeotioii. 

Bepbetid,  10,  pt,  #.  charged,  ac- 
cused. 

Beuokid,  253,  pp,  reooyered,  res- 
cued. 

Eewthe,  13,  t(.  pity,  compaasiion. 

Betsid,  190,  pt,  pL  (?). 

Bhan,  98,  pt,  B,  ran. 

Btalt^  123,  adf.  royal,  aplendidy 
magnificent 

Bin,  Bmns,  Btnvi^  122,  vh.  nm* 

race. 
B13TWI8,  19,  a4^  righteous,  just 
Boche,  106,  Bh.;  BooKU,  «&.  pi, 

rock. 
BoGOYD,  111,  pi.  pi,  shook.  'Bo£^ 

gyn  or  meryn  ^kkyn).   Agito,* 

— Prompt.  pQTv, 

'I  hftd  rrath  wIhui  Pten  roymfid,  it 
gmkle  ao  reaftalUobe.* 

P.  PUiwuum,  ed.  8ke»t,  B.  Tbxt, 
kri.  7B. 

BowNED,  BowinrD,  80,  pt,  «.  whis- 
pered.   A.8.  rtfftian. 

Saf,  104,  Satliche,  110,  SaiXiT, 
113,  adv.  safdy. 

8ALABY,  88,  Saxabtb*  96»  •&.  pay, 
charge,  reward. 

Salme,  Illy  A,  psalm. 

fiALOWID,  83,  Saiatdb,  118,  8a- 
LUED,  91,  Salxtid,  161|  SALuam, 
318,  pt.  B.  saluted. 

Saxtebed,  110,  /^.  understood, 
knew. .  Fr.  Bavoir, 

Saw,  175,  Bb,  saying,  words. 
Sawis,  284,  Bh.  pi.    A.S.  Bogu. 

Sawtbie,    138,    Bh.    'A    sawtre; 

nahlum,^    or^fcoium^     pBoHeriunL 

vctbm: — 
Bbreici,  gnci,  dlTcrriflomtqvo  teMiilt 
PmlfcerittB  ffved,   not  wqgaaa^  MhUA 
iud«t^-GiM.  Aug, 

Satn,  36,  )fp.  seen. 

tSoABSLY,  147,  adv.  poorly,  stingily. 

BoHBTB,  Shbtb^  2,  vh.  dboot 


SonsirB,  132,  Bh,  knowledge,  Isam- 
ing. 

ScocHENS,  236,  Bh.  pi.  escutcheona. 

SooxTBOT,    29,   CK^*.   the  Bame  ob 

SOBOOOT,  g.  V. 

ScBiPTUBE,  7,  $b,  inscription, 
writing. 

ScBOOOT,  19,  oc^.  covered  with 
underwood,  bushes,  Ac  'A 
scroge*  uhi  a  buske.' — (Mh. 
Ang.  'Boroggy;  stunted,  boahy.* 
— Psacook'a  &ZoM.  ^JfofO^,  4to.t 
E.  D.  Soc.  Bee  Jforte  Artkm% 
ed.  Brock,  L  164L 

Segb,  152,  vh.  cease,  leaye  oft. 

Seche,  121,  «ft.  seek  fiir. 

Segki;  5,p#.  B.  aucked.  A.fiLitoii» 

Seoulebs,  16,  Bh.  pi,  laymen. 

Sinro,  172,  pr.  p.  saying; 

Seits,  4,  vh.  impBT.  sea. 

Sbxb,  66,  adj.  mck. 

Sekibly,  91,  adv.  assuredly,  cer- 
tainly.   Lat  BBcure. 
Semithe,  1 73,  ^mpertf.  pr.  it  seems. 
Sen,  113,  pp.  seeb,  beheld.    A.81 

Senesoal,  85,  Bh.  oAoer* 

Sefulcttbb,  178,  <6.  tomb. 

Sebke,  24,  Bh.  shirt  'A  setke; 
camma,  ivia^da.* — Caih,  Amg. 
A.S9.  BBTtB^  ByrtB, 

Sebyid,  260,  pp.   deserved,  Im* 

curred.    Skbtxthx,  162,  pr.  •. 
Sesith,  4,  pr.  B,  esason. 

Sbthb,  181,  pr.  pL  see.  Sbthi^ 
151,  pr.  B.  looks  towards^  attends 

to. 

Se(>e,  247,  pt.  B.  boiled,  cooked. 

Sett,  14,  pt  I  pi.  *aett  bye'  m 
count  of  any  importaaoe*  attach 
any  importuice  to. 

dETTE,  10,  pr.  1 B.  propose.  'Sette 
cas'  =  propose  an  instanee  or 
ejDsnpls. 

Sbadut,  201',  pt.2B.  didst  4mL 

QoAMXLYt  263,  adv.  disgraoeAiU|; 
miserably. 

Shblynoss,  14,  Bh,  fL  sinWift 


M« 


ItO,   mr.    jt.   niiiH» 


tyn  (alMidyii) 
or  latyn.  Cat^/mmda/ — PrompL 
Arw, 

SHsar,  88,  pL  ;  rniiied,  ipdli. 
A.8.  ioeii^lsii. 

Sbxbtx,   Shibtb,    188,  •&.    Up, 

bofom.    AeeSiiixiUL 
SnTBUBCKX,  48,  a6.  t.  thipwrebk. 
Sbit,  8S,  ftanm^  1S6^  |i»p.  duiik 


0BUFJI,  S8S,  fiCi  ••  diApod,  ontttod* 
Bbotd,  4^  ^  jiI.  ahoti,  dftrti. 
Bhbxitd,     102,     a4^     coned. 

ftuawis,   811,   ill.    pi   TiDftim, 


BmuLTOiTm,  187,  •&.whifUiBr,hiMM'. 
Lat  nbilator,  from  f»6i2art  s  to 
hist,  whistle.  *8ibihim,  Anliye- 
syng  or  a  whysielyiig.' — Medtula 
Orammaiiee, 

Qm,  167,  adj\  dck,  ilL 

filXSD,  251,  ji<.  i.  Bgbed. 

SnoEXES,  68,  «&.  fllnesB,  flickneeB. 

fixxiB,  96,  a<fv.  surely,  oertainly. 
'  Play  nkir  with '  =  make  sure 
o£     10,  a^. 

BonsT,  213,  9b.  signet-ring,  seaL 

81BI8,  124,  »h,  father's,  sire's. 

BiTH,  73,  adv.  since. 

8i)iD,  185,  pt  i,  sighed. 

8l)T,  35,  9b.  sight 

BmrNO,  9,  9h.  sighing,  lamentation. 
BijTNais,  6,  9b.  pL 

8KILL,  2,  Sktle,  84,  9b.  reason, 

oanse. 
8KIRTHS,  188,  t(.  bosom.    See  aUo 

Shertb.   *  A  skirthe ;  gremium. ' 

Oath,  Ang. 

But,  2,  Bleb,  76,  vb.  slay.  A.8. 
eleon, 

Bleioh,  124,  Slioh,  adj.  conning, 
crafty.    Slely,  390,  adv. 

Blbketh,  120,  pr.  9.  puts  down, 
extinguishes.  '  To  sleke ;  exHn- 
Suere^^Cath,  Ang. 


Slo,  6,  pt  i.;  SLQfV,  8  pL: 
Qlowwe,  98,  slew,  killad.  A.B. 
eletMt 

BxoTHB,  244,  pC  1 1.  aoto. 

SoQXTXBi^  188,  fl.pl.  aolQacli. 

BosTDB,  85^  sit.  measageu  mndiiig; 
hence,  wiU«  command.  'BciM, 
orsendynge.  Mi9tu>.*^-FnmpL 
Farv. 

BosnncB,  259^  oiv.  aooiMr,  mort 
^oifikly. 

80FTB,  19,  vb.  sop. 

80BT,  86,  9b.  lot 

BOTKLL,   BOTZL,  114,  O^.  WODlil&t^ 

Ibliy  constrocted.  Botxlb8T,65, 
a4f»;  BoTELTCHB,  170,  adv. 

SuTUFAATVBflBB,  81,  #5.  troth. 

BoiiLTE,  2,  9b.  conning,  ddU. 

BOXTTE,    118|    BOWTB,    136,    pi.    i, 

searohed,  sought 
8PBCIU8,  20,  adj.  fidr,  pleasant 
Spedb,  159, «(.  soooesB,  adTsntage. 
Spbrclb,  108,  vb.  imper.  ajprinkle. 

*  EsparptUer^  to  scatter,  msperse, 

disparUe  asunder.'  —  Ootgrave. 

'To  sparpille;  tpargereJ — Calk. 

Ang. 

Spere,  284,  vb.  enqoiie,  aak. 
Bfebed,  Spntm,  216,  pp. 

Sperkelid,  100,  pp.  sprinkled.  See 
Bperglb. 

Spette,  179,  pi.  pi.  spat 

Spice,  189,  9b.  kind.  Bpias,  267, 
9b.  pi,    Lat  9peciem. 

Sporis,  Sporbbs,  76,  9b.  pL  spurs. 
Spouroid,  363,  pt.  9.  fermented, 
was  fermenting. 

Sprite,  165,  eb.  spirit,  soul. 

Spyeris,  102,  9b.  pi.  spies. 

Staffe,  eb.;  Staues,  365,  9b.  pi. 
steps  of  a  stair. 

Statys,  Sf  9b.  pL  council,  author- 
ities. 

Steke,  63,  vb.  tmper.  bolt,  bar. 
Stekid,  63,  pp.  O  Ji.Gher.  eieoan. 

Btered,  127,  pp,  excited,  raised. 
Sterte,  6,  pt.  9.  started,  rushed. 
Stertdtg,    110,    pr.   p.   moTing 
about 
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BrBYinsT,  178,  j>r.  2  #.  stonesi 
Stide,  365,  9h,  place. 
Stikes,  106,  $h.  pi  sticks,  fkggota. 
Stones,  286,  $1.  a  lapidary. 
SxREFiD,  43,  pt.  M,  stripped. 

fiTEBSsiD,     103,    pp.    compelled, 

obliged. 

Stboos,  3,  th,  aim. 

Stynte,  210,  pt  pi.  stopped. 

BlTBRLT,    113,    adv.    safely,  with 
safety. 

8T7RTE,  297,  ih,  security,  certainty. 
SviTH,  303,  pr.  $.  follows,  pursues. 
SwsTTKES,  110,  th.  sweetxiess. 
SwEUEN,  295,  th,  dream. 

SWEYNB,  128,  SWTKE,  148,  ift.  pig, 

hog.    A.S.  9win, 

SWYTHB,  84,  adv,  quickly. 

Stbbe,  323,  adj.  related,  kin. 

Synbvby,   194,  Stkewt,  41,  %h. 
mustard. 

Tables,  252,  $h,  pi  writing  tablets. 
Take,  95,  vh,  imper.  giye,  hand 

over.     A.S.  tacan.    See  ToKS. 
Tel,  152,  vh.  count,  value. 
Xrkdeist,  238,  pt.  2   $.  tended, 

Ikvoured. 

Tekdinoys,  17,  ih,  pi,  nursing  of 
the  sick. 

TurrAMENT,  5,  $h.  will. 

Tetes,  Tetis,  276,  $b.  pi  breasts, 
teats. 

TETHDfGES,  326,  ah,  pi  tithes. 

Thaohe,  407,  Thegh,  403,  Thofb, 
413,  ccnj.  although. 

Theche,  139,  vb,  teach,  instruct 

Thefly,  10,  adv.  like  a  thief 

Thelke,  90,  adj.  those.    A.S.  )nfk. 

Thieke,  122,  adv.  in  numbers, 
frequently. 

Thible,  10,  pr,  $,  pierce,  driye  a 
hole  through  <  To  thirle ;  era- 
hrar$,  forare,  per/orarCf*  &c. — 
Oath.  Ang,    Ct.  Eng.  driU. 

THOB3,  14,  prep,  through,  in  con- 
sequence of, 

TH03,  8,  car^\  although,  eren  it 


Thowte,  150,  pi.  $.  thought  re- 
flected, 

Thkaldoic ,  232,  ah.  service. 

Thrattb,  874,  pi.  pi.  threatened. 

Thbetyxo,  218,  $h.  threatening. 

Thbid,  57,  num.  adj.  third. 

Thbies,  Theis,  207,  adv,  thrice. 

Thristeth,  64,  pr.  $.  thirsteth. 
A.S.  yyriian. 

Thbofb,  230,  pi. «.  throve,  grew  up. 

Thbustid,  373,  pi,  $,  thirsted. 

Thbyptb,  185,  $h.  fortune,  pro«-> 
perity. 

Thubgh,  144,  prep,  through,  fhwn. 
Tide,  95,  pi.  $.  tied,  fiftstened. 
TiSETH,  48,  pr.  $.  entices,  allures. 
TrraiNGEs,  Tydywges,    141,   $h'. 
tidings,  news. 

ToBBEKE,  228,  vh.  break  utterly. 

Toke,  51.  95,  pt.  B.  gave,  handed. 
A.S.  ta4xin,  which  has  the  two 
meanings  of  giving  and  taking. 
Ct  A.S.  leorrnan^  which  may 
mean  either  to  Uam  or  to  teaeh, 

To-icoBUE,  208,  adv,  to-morrow. 

Ton,  237,  TooinB,  50,  for  'that 
one.*  *Ton  . . .  tojer*  =  theone 
• .  .  the  other. 

Tohue,  252,  $b.  cask,  vessel 
TooDE,  5,  $h.  toad. 
T0BDI8,  291,  eh.  pi,  filth,  dirt 
ToBMEirrouBS,  133,  $h,  pi  officers, 

executioners.       *  Turmentoure. 

Tortor,  taUlU$.*^Fnmpi,  Parv, 
TOTHBBE,  406, 409,  for  'the  othere; ' 

'  tothere  day,'  the  following  day. 

So  in  ffavMe,  ed.  Skeat,  1755  :' 

'  Do  wajten  ml  bt  nHh. 
Til  >«  olh^r  (Atqr,  Ht  it  were  lith.' 

Tbauayle,  1,  8h,;  Teavbill,  67, 
vh.  trouble,  labour.    Fr.  travail 
Tbayve,  319,  ab.  deceit,  treachery. 
Tbiste,  22,  vb.  trust 

Tbomfing,  247,  $h,  playing  on  the 
trumpet 

Tboubled,    838,    pp.    disturbed, 

made  thick  or  turbid. 
Trussb,  419,  vh.  pack  up. 
TvBTnXy  812,  $h.  a  iuitle-doveb 
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TiTAiannrGS,  198,  •(.  cmtik&bmm. 
Twit,  72,  num.  o^^  two.    A.S. 

Ymkiatjjkob,   8»  ift.    pmuahiiitni. 
'Veaiawnoe.    FMubda,  ideid.'<— 

YWKET,  100,  Vs&BXT,  193^  a<{f. 
true,  real 

Tnmrous,  264,  o^^'.  ftill  of  yirtuie 
or  special  qualitiei. 

TncAOioK,  298,  $b.  wearineas. 

TU0l,  140,  06.  jownoy. 

YILAirT,  10,  $h.  iU-treatmeni. 

Ynn,  249,  «&.  pi.  yioes,  ana. 

TRAILS,  40|  i^L  j»2.  proTisioni,  eat- 
ables; 

YHBILAPPED,  426,  pp.  inYolTed, 
wrapped  up. 

Tjobbsxttb,  281,  pp.  beset,  sar- 
zounded. 

TMumnrvQXy  170,  oc^'.  unskilful, 
ignorant. 

Ymmioarox,  226,  vb.  reoeiTe. 

Wmap^JJOL,  281,  vl^.  aooept,  im« 

teiska  tbe  charge  OH 
TMeud,  249,  aty.  nndefiisd,  pure. 

yxHAm,  129,  ib.  misfortune,  mis- 
ehanoe. 

Yhkauoht,  70^  pp.  untouched, 
safe. 

YnnBTH,  64,  eutv.  scarcely,  hardly. 
A.8.  tmea8,  from  eaiS,  easy. 

YirpXBFiTB,  170,  a^\  imperfectly 
taught. 

YmoPUOirABLB,  102,  adf,  inoon- 
troyertible,  impossible  to  contra- 
dicti 

YnULYXBT,  80,  cuff,  foolish,  stupid. 

YVTO  >AT,  44,  adv,  until,  up  to  the 
time  that. 

YmrKD,  26,  pi,  $.  united,  joined. 
TOXXTTES,  370,  $h.  pi.  odTocatos, 

lawyera 
YtmXNT,  442,  «&.  Tomit 

YpsoDotnrs,  99,  VpsoDowmB,  100, 
adv.  upside  down.  *  Ypsedowne 
(?p  so  doun»  S.).    Evertm,  wh- 


YnoHozra,  YnoHns,  871,  $b.  pL 
nedgehogs. 

Yrtnb,  67,  ib.  urine.  In  MB.  Ee. 
ii  20,  Unir.  Libr.  Oamb.,  1494, 
the  following  deriyationB  are 
suggested: 

'Dldtur  wrina  qpoaiMB  SI  noilMf  vraai 
▲utAburitli  gmea^quod 
ftrtor: 

Ytjbb,  66,  $b.  Ticar,  deputy.  Lai 

YTOum,  51,  $b.  contempt,  little 
account  Lat  viUUUem,  from 
vilw,  common,  cheap. 

Waoob,  110,  vh.  shake,  tremUs. 

Wav,  9,  Wahsx,  164.  pi.  4.  iron« 
gained.  110,  oC  a  found  his 
way,  managed  to  get  out 

Wahhops,  411,  $b.  despair. 

Wab,  116,  (uf;.  cautious,  careful, 
wary, 

Waukd,  880,  pp.  euxsed.  A.S. 
wtrywH. 

Waxiebb,  97,  nh.  wayer. 

Wbd,  88,  $b.  pledge,  security.  'To 
wed'  =  as  security,  or  in  pledg^ 
*A  wedde;  pignui.  To  lay  in 
wedde ;  deponere,  impignorare, 
vadari,  ut,  vador  ilium,  i.  e.  do 
ilium  iibi  in  vadium.*  —  Cath. 
Ang. 

Wedeweb,  71,  $b.  widower. 

Wedowis,  71,  ib.  pL  widows.  AiL 
widewe. 

Wedtk,  377,  pi.  pi  weighed. 

Welltko,  383,  pr.  p.  boiling. 

WEMTTACioir,  13,  4b.  lamentation. 

Wehde,  402,  pp.  thought 

Webxe,  4,  sb.  work. 

Webboub,  11,  sb.  warrior. 

Wbte,  251,  vb.  know,  imderstsnd. 
*I  do  vow  to  wete*  =:  I  giyeyou 
to  understand. 

Wbz,  12,  pi.  $.  grew. 

Wette,  1 17,  $b.  weight 

Wbytrb,  177,  pr.  a  wsigha. 
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WhEBTHTTBOH,      07«     WuiOiTUU- 

BUQH,  91,  adv.  through  wkiohi 
by  means  of  which. 

WiLETHEB,  81,  adv,  whither. 

Whonnt,  240,  ptt  pi.  won,  oon- 
qiiered. 

WicH,  402,  sh.  wijsard,  manidan. 
'  A  wec'hd ;  hie  Jitc  venefieui.  A 
wiche;  hie  fiUmuia,  mdUficui, 
tacriUga* — Cath.  Ang. 

WiL,  103,  vb.  imper,  be  willing, 
consent    A.S.  wilnan, 

WrLFULL,  354,  adj,  yolontary. 
Wilfully,  277,  378,  adv.  of 
one*8  own  free  wUl,  willingly. 

WiLLB,  154,  »h.  good-will,  fayour. 

WiSHE,   159,  WlSSHB,  114,  pt.  #. 

washed.   A.S.  weaschen,  wtichen. 

To  the  insikanoes  of  this  form 

giyen  in  the  Notes  add  Piers 

Plowman,  C.  xyi.  32,  38  :— 

*  >ci  wicfA^ii  and  wypeden  and  wenton  to 
Jm  dTuer.' 

WiTB,  1,  vh,  know,  ascertain.  A.S. 
witan^ 

WiTHDBAWB,  9,  pr,  «.  rob,  steal 
from. 

WiTH-HOLDTNOE,  61,  pr,  p.  keep- 
ing, retaining. 

Witty,  46,  adJ,  sensible,  cleyor. 

WoDEWis,  172,  $h.  pi.  widows. 
A.S.  widuwe;  Lat.  vidua. 

WoLL  HE  ITELL  HE,  304,  whether 
he  will  or  no,  willy-nilly. 

WoNYD,  281,  adj.  wont,  accus- 
tomed. 

WooDE,  99,  adj.  mad,  fririous. 
WooDLY,  98,  adv.    A.S.  wod, 

WooDNESSB,  99,  $h.  madness,  lory. 

WoBDLB,  2,  sb.  world. 

WoBDLY,  14,  adj.  worldly.  •  Worde- 
ly.  MundantUf  tectfforii.*  — 
Prompt.  Paw. 

WoBOWBD,  248,  pi.  s.  worried, 
tore. 

WoBTHE,  260,  pr.  iuhf.  be  to, 

WowiD,  236,  pt.  $.  wooed. 

WoYDE,  256,  a^f'  empty. 

WoYS,  150,  «5.  yoioe. 

Wboted,   Wbotidb,    147,  pi.  •. 


rooted  up.  *  To  irroote ;  vfrrtn/ 
— Cath.  Ang. 

Wycche-cbaft,  27,  sh.  majrio, 
witchcraft.  '  A  wediscram ; 
soriilegium.*  ^  Caih.  Ang,     8h 

WiCH. 

Wyoht,  121,  adj\  actiye,  speedy. 

WYiiPiLL,  317,  ih,  a  yeiL 

Wyvce,  216,  vh.  moye  cnm&t 
oppose.  Perhaps  we  should  riaa 
wyrche ;  see  the  reading  of  ih» 
Camb.  MS. 

Yaf,  181,  pi.  s,  gaye,  bequeathed. 
A.S.  gi/an, 

Yates,  66,  sh.  pi.  gates. 

Y-bobe,  13,  pp.  bom. 

Ye,  121,  $h.  eye,  sight  Ysir,  4, 
sb.  pi, 

Yebde,  111,  sb.  garden.  'Yard 
or  yerd.  Hortus,* — Prompt* 
Parv. 

Yete,  110,  pt.  s.  did  eat 

Yeve,  Yevew,  145,  pp.  giyen. 

Y-heyid,  bit  pp.  grieyed,  made  the 

heart  heavy.     'To  heuy;  gra^ 

varty    molestare.      Heyyd;     uh% 

greyyd.' — Cath.  Ang. 

*  But  eerteyn  micbel  It  hmrisds  oml' 
Pilgrimage  of  tk$Lif^thm  Umthod^ 
^  Wrisht,  p.  44,  L  tl. 

YiF,  158,  pp.  giyen,  entrusted. 
A.S.  gi/an. 

Ympet,  247,  sh.  speed.  Lat  m* 
petus, 

Ynly,  6,  adv,  in  his  heart,  in- 
wardly. 

Ykwittes,  145,  sb.  pi.  senses. 

YoDE,  99,  pt.  s.  went.    8te  3EDX. 

Yonoith,  66,  sb.  youth. 

YovENE,  69,  pp.  giyen,  deliyered. 
A.8.  gi/an. 

Y-pay»t,  8,  pp.  painted. 

Ybe,  312,  sh.  iron. 

Y-8H0T,  3,  Y-schotte,  pp.  shot 

Yvels,  75,  sh.  pi.  eyils,  wicked- 
ness. 

Y-woim),    28,  pp,   accustomed. 
'To  wonne;  oMy^ocert,  aiitut 
eirt.*— CblA.  Ang, 
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|>0«  6,  poo,  93,  adp.  then. 

BILITHB,  177, 

^jfrlian.    See 


pBHiiTHB,  177,  pr, «.  pieroM.  AJB. 

Thiele. 


]|B,  90,  adv/yent  T^k 

imi,  1,  aODX,  20^  o^  i.  went,  pco^ 


3SBS,  5,  fft.  yetf. 

)XVX,  6,  vIk  gire. 

jEYXE,  65,  $b.  giyer. 

JXFTIB,  15,  «5.  pL  gifts,  presentsL 

jOYXV,  32,  pp.  giyen.    A.SL  p/c 

jowTHSDS,  817,  •&•  youth. 
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Adulteress,  The  repentant,  12 
Alexander  and  the  Basilisk,  240 
Alexander's  Life  sayed  by  Aris- 

totie,  340 
Androcles  and  the  Lion,  327 
Ants,  Moral  Lessons  taught  by, 

372 
Ape  and  Nuts,  373 
Ass  and  Swine,  369 
Atalanta,  The  Story  of,  121,  429 
Athanasiusy  The  Abbot,  363 
Attributes  of  God,  The,  108 

Bawd,  The,  and  the  Adulterers, 

384 
Bloody  Hand,  The,  393 
Bond-Story  {Merdiani  of  Venice), 

158. 
Books  of  Man*B  good   and  bad 

Deeds,  406 
Burial  of  the  Wolf,  372 

Caskets,  The  Three,  294 

Cat  and  Fox,  371 

Cat  and  Mouse,  364 

Catherine,  St.,  and  the  Devil,  404 

Chess,  The  Moral  of  the  Game  of, 

70 
Churl  at  his  Lord's  Feast,  374 
City  taken  by  Stratagem,  63 
Clerk  and  the  HeaSien  Maiden, 

377 
Cocks,  The  Three,  174 
Confession,  The  necessity  of,  393 
Constance,  The  Story  of,  311 
Contract  between  a  Clerk  and  the 

Deyil,  375 
Cook,  The  Emperor  and  his,  148 
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Daughters,  The  TThite  and  Black, 

353 
Deyil  and  his  Imps,  400 
„     and  the  Anchoress,  411 
„     deceived.  The,  392 
Devils  in  the  Stocks,  419 
The  Four,  403 
The  Seven  in  Man,  425 
vanquished,  380 
Drunkards,   The,   and  the   Inn* 
keeper,  34 

Eagle  and  Crow,  367 

Emperor,  The  G^eroeity  of  an, 

349 
Enchanted  Chamber,  The,  7 
Eustace,  The  Legend  of  St  (Ha- 

ddas),  87 

Father,  A,  induced  to  become  a 

Monk  by  his  Son,  364 
Father  and  his  Lunatic  Son,  341 
Fish,  The  Wonderful,  413 
Focus  the  Smith,  27 
Fool,  A  King's  Son's  Search  for 

the  greatest,  438 
Four  Philosophers,    Sayings    of, 

360 
Fridolin,  The  Story  of,  322 
Friends,  The  Three,  proved,  127 
Friends,  The  Two,  196 

Garden,  The  Enchanted,  111 
Gauter,  The  Adventures  of,  365 
Grammar,  The  Moral  Lesson  o^ 

416 
Grateful  Emperor,  The,  42 
Gregory,  Legend  of  Pope,  250 
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Greyhoimd,  The  Faithful,  08 
Guardian  and  his  Ward,  263 

„        The  futhfiil,  rewarded, 

345 
Ghiardians,  The  Beeponsibilities  of, 

166 
Ghiido  and  the  nngratefdl  Steward, 

279 
Ghiido,  the  wise  Steward,  104 

Harlot,  The  repentant,  390 
Harper  and  the  Fishes,  136 
Haunted  Chamber,  The,  408 
Heathen  Woman  converted,  426 
Hen  and  Chickens,  370 
Hope,  The  Power  of,  227 
House  on  whioh  liie  Son  ever 

shone,  367 
Hugo,  The  Bishop,  380 
Hungary,  The  Kmg  ol^  37 

Images,  The  Three,  308 
Inoeet  and  its  Conseornences^  388 
Infidel  shamed  by  a  Deril,  402 
Ingratitude,  and  how  it  was  pun- 
^aied,219 

„         of  a  Ehight  puniahed 
by  a  Serpent^  242 

Jealous  Queen,  The,  275 

Jewish   Accusers  silenced  by  a 

lCiracle,377 
Jonathas,  The  Storv  of,  180 
Joyinian  the  Froua,  75 
Justice  as  administered  by  a  Boman 

Emperor,  241 

Kng's  Bequests  to  his  three  Sons, 

439 
Knight's   Life   sayed  by  stating 

three  Facts,  101 
Knights,  The  Old  and  Young,  60 

Lame  and  Blind  Man,  The,  15 
Lear  and  his  Daughters^  48 

Ikla^cian,  The,  Knight^  and  Clerk,  1 
Maidens,    The    Two,    and    their 

Seducer,  440 
Man  and  Honey,  109 
Mary  Magdalene,  Yision  of^  394 
Merchants  of  Baldak  and  Lom- 

l^»rdy  (Lydgate's  *Two  Friends'), 

196 


Mercy,  Truth,  Justice,  and  Peaces 

132 
Monks,  The  Three,  382 
Montams,  The  Dog  of,  396 
Moral  Lesson  of  the  Ants,  372 
„         „      of  Chess,  70 
„         „      of  Grammar,  416 
Mother,  A,  deliyered  from  Hell  by 

her  Son,  401 
Murderers,  How  Three,  were  de- 
tected, 93 

Nail  in  the  Balance^  379 
Nightingale  and  the  Magic  Well, 

Ostrich  and  her  Youngs  485 

Penitent  Murderess  pardoned,  394 
Philosophers,  Sayings  of  Four,  360 
Physician  and  his  Stepmother,  233 
Physicians,  The  Jealous,  67 
Piety,  The  Beward  of,  379 
Pirate's  Daughter,  The^  806 
Placidas,  Legend  o^  87 
Phdoe,  The  tumin^of  the,  153 
Pound  of  Fleeh,  The  (Shylock's 

Bond),  158 
Prisoner,  The,  and  the  IHghtin- 

gale,  334 
Prodigal's  Betum,  The,  443 
Prophecy  fulfilled,  A,  206 

Questions*  Three,  proposed  by  our 
Lord,  424 

Bace,  A,  and  how  won  (Atalanta), 

121,  429 
Bopentant  Harlot,  The,  390 
Bich  Magistrate's  iiyustice   pun- 
ished, 386 
Bich  Man  and  the  Poor  Widow.  3S6 
Bing,  Brooch,  and  Cloth  ( Jonatnas), 
180 

Seducer  punished,  The,  235 
Serpent  and  Toad,  17 
Serpent,  The  Grateful,  5 
Seven  Questions  and  their  Answerf^, 

65 
Shirt,  The  Bloody,  23 

„      The  Wonderful,  170 
Shylock's  Bond,  158 
Slothful  Men,  The  Three,  238 
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Socrates  and  liis  Wife,  436 
Son,  The  affectionato,  45 

,,     The  true,  discovered,  167 

„     The  ungrateful,  336 

,.     The  unnatural,  reproved,  223 
Sons,  The  Duties  of  true,  230 
Stepmother  and  her  two  Stepsons, 

237 
Steward,  Cunning  of  an  unfaithful, 

139 
Swearer's  Death-bed,  The,  409 

Tests,  The  Three,  356 
Three  Knights,  The,  53 
„      Caskets,  The,  294 

Uncle,  The  Jealous  (Schiller's  Fri- 

dolin),  322 
UnfaithMness  of  a  Wife  cured,  342 
Ungrateful  Citizens,  The,  9 


Vengeance  of  God  though  late  is 

sure,  268 
Virgin  Mary  and  the  Devil,  422 

,,         ,,     pleading  for  a  Soul, 

404 

Well,  The  Magic,  343 

Widows,    Why  Three,    remained 

single,  172 
Wife,  An  unfaithful,  punished  by 

a  Lion,  245 
Wise  and  Foolish  Knights,  The,  19 
Witnesses,  The  Three  False,  72 
Wolf  and  Hare,  373 

,,     and  Swine,  368 
Woman  in  Hell,  383 

Zcuxis  the  Painter,  361 


(gai'In  ©itjlisli  Stat  ^otittfl. 

Committee  of  Management: 

Director:    FREDEBICK  J.  PliliNIVALL,  Es* 

Treaaurer:   HENRY  B.  WHEATLET,  Esq. 

Hon.  Sec:  W.  A.  DALZIEL,  Ewi.,  117  VICTORIA  IID.,  STRODD  QUEEN  HD.. 

FINSflDRY  PARK,  LONDON,  N. 

Hon.  Sec.  for  America:    Pbof.  F.  J.  CHILD,  Harvard  Coll.,  Cambr..  Mom.,  U.SLA. 

J.  MEADOWS  COWPER,  Esq.  Db.  J.  A.  H.  MCRRAY. 


EDWARD  B.  PEACOCK.  Esq. 
Rev.  WALTER  W.  SKEAT. 
HENRY  SWEET,  Es* 
W,  ALOIS  WRIGHT,  Ew. 
Pbof.  J.  ZDPITZA. 
(  With  pimer  Ig  add  Warheri  to  thvir  number.} 
Bankers : 
THE  UNION  BANS  OF  LONDON,  a,  PRINCES  BTBBBT,  LONDON,  B.C. 


ALEXANDER  J.  ELLIS,  Esq- 
H.  HUCKS  GIBBS,  Ebq. 
Rbv.  .J.  RAWSON  LUSIBY. 
Rev.  Peof.  J.  E.  B.  MAYOR. 
Rev.  Dr.  RICHARD  MORRIS, 


The  Publioations  for  ISSG  (exoept  Nob.  £0  hti 

desire  the  issue  for  IftfiG  should  sead  their  guina 

that  olher  Texts  for  1806  may  be  sent  to  i)rc«8. 

The  PaUicaliontfor  18li*  (21*.)  are  .— 

1,  Bui;  EnEUih  AUilanUn  P»mi,  (h.  ISflO  l.T>.,  ed.  B 


SI)., 


Dswti*  of  Kyncii.  ft 


jft.  cd.  Ooi.  W,  W.  SkeM. 

T.  OwaiiB  ft  Eiodui.  Kb.  lUW,  ed.  Kev.  Dr.  &.  Horri*. 
8.  Karta  Arthnre,  nil.  l»4«,«i  K  Kmi-t.    »• 
U.  Thjnui*  on  Spitbl'*  (d.  of 


Dr.  KlngslBf  uiil  F.  J.  PumirkU. 


'liEbt'iChutaWife,  I 


I.  IM&ed.  F.J.  Fumlvall 


?7ic  Puhlkation,fffr  ISfiS  ((wf 


in,  SemU  KirhnvU,  lilMi-uso,  ed.  R«t.  O.  Cockiyne. 

It.  KjBt  Hon.  Tlsrii  ud  BUaohellsui.  As,,  ed.  Kev.  J.  B.  Lumbj,  B. 

].■>.  PoUtiul.  Stlirioiu,  ul  Lots  Fognu,  ed.  F.  J.  Furnivall. 

la.  Tha  B«k  sf  Buintfl  EaiaiiH.  ab.  IWD-TD,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumliill. 

IT.  FuiUglIitrutifroiD»KBB.DfFla»tl»Plowiiiu,  ed-ICei.  W.  ^ 

IS.  BiU  KaidoilHd,  ab.  1»W.  oU.  Rev.  O.  Cwkavni'. 

19.  LTBilMur'aaMunlia.  to..  Part  i[..»d.  F.lfall,  LL.D. 

■m.  Kampol*^*  KifUah  Praia  Tnattiei.  ed.  It«v.  G.  G.  Pen-]'. 

n.  Mnlb,  Part  IL,  ed.  U.  B.  Whoatler,    to. 

M.  Paitaar  nr  Luntaan.  eel.  Bcr.  W.  W.  Bkrst. 

».  SaaMhihal'i  AyaBUtaoTIawTt,  1340.  ed.Bcr.  Dr.  O.  Uorria.    Uti. 

ifila  PuJIifafuiKj/oi-  1867  (pne  guiiiea,  lent  Ne.  24,  26,  Biit  ef  print)  are;— 
24.  SnaiutattaaViiKlDaidChiiit:  tha  Pariiaaail  of  Danli.  ka,,  ata.  ItSO.ed.F.  J.PumltalL    St. 
ay  The  BUoiona  af  Roma,  tha  Filfrima'  8«a-n]rua,  vith  Olena  Kajdeiilud,  ed.  F.  J.  FumltalL    la- 
M.  Helifiou  Flscai  in  Prgu  and  Vane,  rram  BTl'liomtaii'H  US.  (sb.  IMI).  ed.  Her.  G.  G.  earty.    U.  ' 
~-   ' ' ■— -.ed.  H.  B.WhBat!i.y.    Ifa. 


SI .  KTn'i  Dutin  af  i  Pahik  Ph 

Si.  Katl«  EBCliata  X«Ii  and  lUa 

andbamaanor,  tha  Babau  B> 


Ilai«tat«rs.  ed.  T.  Wrutlit.iM.A.    Bi.i 
"  Moirlft,  LL.I>.    B». 

of8quyerUddrum.ed.P.lUU.    ta. 


3,1.  Tha  KiiiEbt  da  la  Tuor  LaBitrr,  ab.  IMA  <  Ji.  A  Book  fO 
a*.  lail)riigluhHiiiniliBi,b"(i,n?nuOA.D.>.  Part  II..  <■ 
K.  LjnJa^i  Warki,  1-art  III.:  ^tu:  Ul^torls  and  Tenta 

ISc  PiiWi^iKioMj/dr  1869  (one guinea)  are:— 
3(1,  KaiUD.  Part  III     Ed.  H.  B.  Wlieatley.    On  Arthiirian  IrtcMitfn,  by  J.  S.  SloailOleiinii-.    Ut. 
HT.  Sir  David  LTodeHT'iiWorka.  Part  IV..  Ant^Satyre  of  LtieThn^wButaiti.    Kd.  F.  Hall.  LUP-    ta. 
St.  William*.  VUian  e(  Pie™  tha  Plowman,  Part  If.    Ten  B.    Kd.  Ber.  W.  W.Hknt.  M-.l.    lOft  « 
au.  AllitdatiieRaniaiieeDftheSeitnictiruatTn]'.   Bd.  D.  Doimldaoc  and  G.  A,  I^itoii.  Part  L  Ul  C 


i 


J%f  Publicatinni  far  1870  {(me  giiiaca)  are  .— 
Bi^Uh  OiUi,  Ihnr  KUlut«uid  Ciiftonis,  USU  A.D.    Edit.  T'>uliiiiii  SdiiIIi  and  Luc-y  1'.  Siiii 
»ii  RtiuT  U11  Glldi  ititit  Tndei-Unicm*,  liy  Dr.  L.  RrvnUiio.    iu- 
Waiiuatuiiia'tMatifBinBM.    Bd.  F.  J.  Fumivsll.    ii. 

BRBurin  Ds  Oim  Kd  Faauliula,  tjuly  Hmtlisli  l^pIiMles.  &l^    El.  J,  E,  Lumb;.  MA. 
B.^.<i.^ '-'•— "'-'mdRefisioiwPiM™.    fid.J.  B,LuiDbii,  U.A.    3*. 


TSa  PuMieatiom  f-ir  1871  {o»(i  guinea)  are : — 
«.  tlia  AUltomtln  Bcifiuan  sf  Jospli  ef  AritnUhu,  ur  Tka  HoIt  Drail;  Frrnn  tlw  Tcrnoii  MIt;  < 
■■■    It- Worde'i  mid  PyriKm'a  Liv^s  of  Joa.'ii'i;  '-d.  Il-v.  W.  #,- Skiat.  M.A.    f- 


USS.,  1 


^.  dug  Alfred'*  VeaUSftJoii  Tnkioa  of  GrtEDn'i  pAfltflnl  Ou«,  edited  Xrvia 

Imi^liUcm.bi  Uonry  8w«!l,Eni|.,  R.A..  lUUiiil  CalJ«te,  Uifiird     Put  I,     iiu. 
I.  Iaf«d<  af  Om  H«lf  tCovi,  Bymbtli  of  the  PuiIiid  and  Cniaa  Fhou.  vd.  Kev.  Dp.  R.  : 

J.  Cowper,  Baq. 


n  l!.M!lMi 


.    I  H«if  It«d,  By 
. .    .ii  DiTid  Ljniftft  Vinki,  Put  V, 
«.  Til*  Timn'  Whinfs,  ind  other  Poem 

Thf  Puhlii-ationt  for  1872  («>«■  gaiaea)  are  :— 

1  Bmbiuy,  Kentish   Sermoni,  Profcrht  Iif  Alfred,  ■ml 
l.._iM.  fromtlU'  MSS.  by  the  1I»t.  a.  Mnirla.  LL.D.    in*. 


I,  An  Old  Encliib  WwwUuT.  c 

tt.>liiOuiwl'cM'iH»t.nhelSthP_ , ._ 

).  Kiar  Alfred  I  Wen-BuoB  Ytnion  ol  Onpny'i  Pu^onl  Out.  td.  H.  SWeel,  1 


I 


, ,_itll.    lOl, 

.. in;  i-d-T.  O.CockaynpatidB-  llrw-k.    2». 

t.  r*Iladiiu<HiHiubondiie,viiK[bht  jab.  1U»:(.D./,  ed.  Rov.  U]iiK»il>Hlgu,  HJL    Parti.    Ilu. 

iiwirk  and  CInl,  Ulh-WRlury.  wlLIl  tliu 

„ __ .  K.  Horris,  liL.D.    St. 

t.  Tbe  Tlilmi  <a  Fun  PUwiun,  T«t  C%  Hkhacd  Om  iMAtt  (by  WIIlliuu,  thi>  author  of  tha  rutoa' 

luidThaOninuidKiac  vd.  a«>.W.W.KkKat,M.A.     IXi. 
J.  Oanoydu,  a  Kuiooniv,  ed.DlL  lUOl.D,,  W.  Aldl*  WrifiUt,  U.A.    hrt  1.    M. 

Tht'  PuUicadnntfor  1871  (nne guuKn)  are:— 
i.  nuTOMtHyitanalasf  tbeHatniDtluglTray.  ici  allltcmtlvn  vi>rH^  ed.  liy  U.  Danaldxni.  K 
iMflltav.O-.V.I'aiiliii.     


n«  Euly  Encliih  Var^oii  of  thi  "Onngr  11 

M.A..1.L.II.     i'artLwithapliol.il  illlo<mH)^ 

:.  Ttaa  BlieUlBR  Sotniliu.  071  k.v..  vA.  1it:v.  IL  ! 

7Wc  PuMu-atl-'M  for-  1«T5  (,.iie  guin, 

I  T*.  '■Cansi  Buadi."  In  fiiiir  Ti'iti,  ed.  Rev.] 

'.c  Baperof  Oui  I«rdi  (purhsp 


r.  R.  Mori 


llu.M. ' 
PartL    « 

.    ■•aH  It. 


J  liy  IIhi  Ruv.  a.  Morni 


I,  vditrd  from  tl>»  MBM  Uy  J ,  M 
tlHnt«d  tram  Hvc  M!tH.:  editul  by  Dr.  Jhrh's 


Cg«wr.  E-q.     W  rtJ 
t.  Tba  RamanDe  and  Prophi 

A.  U.  Murmy.    IIU.  B.i. 
The  PubliiMtUoui  for  J87«  ifiiv  jiiiaea)  arf  :—- 
t.  Tbt  "CunuHuiidi."inn>iir'lV>i>,  rd.  Rt'V.  I>r.  K.  MnrrlH.     I'art  III.    J 
i.  ThaKuUingHDiailia*,  mii.D.,  «L  Rvv.  Dr.  ILMnniH.     fart  II.    */•- 
i.  FraDoia  Thyana'a  EmUoamat  and  Eplarami.  ±.J).  tBOO.  cd-  F,  J.  fiirTtlvaU. 
ri   lhDemttilmtt.Hu<la'iDBUieJKdiHii,)u:..a(i.i.a.LaWi<y,U.U.    it. 

The  pHblimlwHi/nr  1»77  (one  jwinwO  •"■'' •— 
\  TlM'-Oiiti«Kundi,"iiiroiirTBtt».iid.  Bi>v.  Dr.  K.  Mnrrl*     l^rt  IV.wUli  li»iili>ty|«M. 
"  XotaaoD  Pisra  Plowinaa,  Ly  lb    "       '"  "'  "' *'  '      "—  '     "■- 


I'.  W.  tlk«al.  M.A.    PnrlL     ill. 


EXTBA  8EBIE3. 

rwalf.    Kc-i<diU.-<l  rr<mt 


l^rtl.    m 

The  P,.hli.:,f:nnii  fiT  ISfiS  (. 
III.  (laitae')Bi»k  DtOutuiy*. 


-_..,, I'-T-lotii.    Bd.  P.  J.  Fiirnlvatl,    lit. 

E.-,,dlt.ii  Ijy  tUe  K<>v.  W.  W.  Bki'at.  K.*.    10«, 

"'-    ■--       ■b.itwiib.i.lMBS.Byfc.v.  Dr.  ft,Mopria.    \U. 

n  thn  iitilqiic  Ms,  by  U.  11,  GIMh,  &q,.<M-A.    St. 

oiii'  guinea)  ant .' — > 

I.  J.  KIIKF,R.S.    rtrlll.    IW. 

I.    Ed.F.i.  yiimlvali,  Bmoyi  on  mdy  Italian  audOannon  Boak* 


K<1,  E.  VilMaiidF.J.  P 


;.  HaTdok 

V.  OhauHT'a  mimiu' 

VI.  nmalEH  Aaaig 

Thr  PMir, 

VII.  EailyEBgUrt 
Vill.  auHuEliial 

IX.  Awdilf y'l  f'nti 
nr  PMir. 

.v.  Andmr  Bwrda'i  Iali«daslian  of  Knswlai]«<,  IHT,  Sjitatr  of  Hilth,  tW,  Bamaa  in  Dsfaai 
IHM.    Kd.  y.  J.  FumlrnlL     191. 

XI.  fiaibaoi'i  Bnma.  I'arc  I.     Ei.  frorn  MS9,  and  wtltlnna.  by  Kcr.  W.  W.  Skmt,  »..\,    lit. 

The  PiiHiaUUm*  for  1871  (»«<-  guinea)  arn.'^ 

XII.  Ziilasdin  HaantVIU'i  TLat:  k  Dliilr«ui>l>nlirTm  RanUnnl  PniD  and  Liiuh^.  tiy  ^ 
ChwIatiiUiHnzryVlll.     E.I,J,  M.Ct.»i»r.     l*rt  (l.    in.    (l-arl  I.J»»^" 

.\1II.  ASuppliuoyonsr  t}uBoRan.hySlni>inFI>li  IiMSiia.i...  .-I.  F.J.  r 
(n  our  BoaU  Scnnalcne  LonTe ;  A  Bunlioaelga  s(  tht  Fas»  Oamtnui*  i  am 
Ol*at  ■ultitiuif  r>f  Bhtni,  iil,  by  J.  U.  Cnwnir.  E>q.     Ct. 

XIV.  Early  En(lu>b  Fnnunoaiion.  L>y  A.  J.  Kllk  Kmi-  f.E.A.     I 


m/i"-  1870  (mil-  fi«innt)  « 


rl  IIW 


(ftiula  (giiglish  ffioil  ^otitf)}. 


Th?  Snlwr'txinn,  wW(+i  ftr-«H'itt«  fn«"t"r*Mi-,  (»  €t  t 


SrTiM,BnlS^rirnr  fur  till!  Kiln  S'tkk.;    1 '-n  :Jooi«ty'K  TuxU  at>  >Imi  wid  B«[«MairBl 
Um  prioM  tW  f^ot  Uimu  lu  tbo  Ijmk. 


tii: 


S.  J.  nffitun.  RX    Sb 


H  J  UfTIHr. Mi- 
ll.l.kHdiTWMS 


?z;'.:^'... 
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i'nr. 
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mi 
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